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La  habite  un  Peuple  fitnple,  bienfaifatit,  brave, 
cnncmi  du  fafte^  ami  du  travail,  ne  cherchant 
point  d'efcUvcS)  et  ne  voulaat  point  de  maitreft^ 

De  Meheoak, 
Tableau  de  I'ljiftoire  Moderne. 


TO     THE 


C     OUNT.ESS 


OP 


PEMBROKE  AND  MONTGOMERV, 
BARONESS  HERBERT,  &c.  &c. 


Madam, 

X  HE  following  letters  relating  t^ 
S^tsserland  naturally  claim  your  Ladf^ 
fliip's  protedion ;  for  they  were  originally 
Written  while  I  had  the  honour  of  accotn« 
panying  Lord  Herbert  upon  hi%  travels. 
I  feel  my  (elf  highly  flattered,  therefore^ 
in  having  the  perdtiflion  of  infcribing 
thecn  to  your  Ladyihip,  and  of  thus 
pubHcly  acknowledging  that  I  am,  with 
grtf  At  tefppd,  and  gratitude  for  obligations 

a  teticiVed 


iv  Dedication. 

received  from  tbe  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
your  Ladyihipf 


Mai>am« 

11  ■ 

Your   Ladyfhip's 
*  *  ^  2EK)ft  obedient  and 
.  -  oH>5e4  hiunble-  feFvaot, 

W»  C  O  X  E. 


t  .. 


>-    %  V 


f 


•       » 


F  R  -E- 


PRE       FACE. 


1.  E  N   years    have  dapfed  (ince  I  gave 

to  the  pubUc    a    volume  of  Letters,  un^- 

dcr  the  title  of»     "  Sketches  on  the  Natural^ 

"  Gvilj  md  Political  State  of  Switzerland^^ 

The  lavourable  receptidn  of  that  work  in* 

daced  me>  in    i779f    to  make  a  journey 

though  the  country  of  the  GriibnSi  a  part 

of    Switzerland     hitherto    little   known. 

Having,   in  1785  and  1787,  opportunities 

of  revifiting  the  fame  fpots  which  I  had 

before  dcfcribed,  I  was  anxious  to  revifc 

and     augment   my     former    publication. 

With  this  view  I  compared  my  dcfcriptions 

at   the  very  places,  which  I  attempted  to 

delineate;   attentively   perufcd   the   criti- 

cifms  of  fuccecding  travellers  \  and  in  many 

a  2  of 
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of  the  principal  towns,  I  entreated  feveral 
perfons,'  of  political  or  literary  eminence, 
to  corred  any  errors,  or  to  fuggeft  ^oy 
improvement,  with  refped  to  thofe  parti- 
cular parts,  with  which,  from  fituation, 
they  were  moft  converfanL 

The  materials  colleded  from  thefe  and 
other  fources,  increafed  by  my  own  obfer- 
vations  and  refearches,  encourage  me  to 
hope,  thatlhe  prefent  improved  account 
of  fo  interefting  a  country  as  Switzerland, 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  public,  and 
will  be  confidered  as  a  new  work. 

It  may  be  proper  to  apprife  the  pur- 
chafers  of  the  former  editions,  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  have  feparately 
printed  the  corredlions  and  additions, 
for  their  convenience;  but  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  that  a  companion  of  the  prefent 

publication 


I*    .  R     E    F    A    C    E.  vii 

puhlicsttion  with  the  former  editions,  will 
in^Scicntly  prove,  that  the  defign  was  im- 
prak€3ticsit>ic. 


Sefnertan^   Feb.  30,  1789. 


A  b  V  E  R-. 


Y  it  •    y  •-' 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


JN  regard  to  the  former  publication  on  Switzerland^ 
the  Author  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Col6nel 
Flojd^  for  the  ufe  of  the  accurate  journal  which  be 
heft  during  their  Joint  tour^  and  to  the  judicious  ani^ 
nuidverfions  of  the  elegant  writer  to  whom  tbefe  Let^ 
ters  are  addrejfed.  For  this  itnproved  work  he 
holds  himfelfno  lefs  indebted  for  various  communis 
cations  from  Thomas  Pennant^  Efq.  and  David 
Pennant^  Efq. ;  and  to  the  kind  ajffl/iance  of  Dr. 
Pulteney^  the  Rev.  Thomas  Martyn^  Prrfeffbr  of 
Botany  in  the  Univerjity  of  Cambridge^  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  Relhan. 

As  it  was  incon/tftent  with  the  nature  if  letters^ 
to  interrupt  the  reader  by  perpetual  references  to 
authorities  9  I  have  fubjoined^  in  an  appendix  to  the 
fecond  volume^  a  catalogue  of  the  principal  works 
which  I  have  occa/ionally  confulted  ifP  the  cwrfe  of 
^publication. 
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kauu  tbrpugb  the  Black  Foreft — Source  of  the 
Danube. 

Donefcliijigen,  July  21,  1776. 
2>XAR   Sift, 

1  AM  now  at  Doncfchingen,  in  mj  way  to« 
Wards  Svifitzeriand ;  a  country  long  celebrated 
for  the  peculiarities  of  its  ditferent  governments, 
and  for  the  lingular  beauties  conferred  upon  it 
by  natupre.  If  it  wiil  not  be  trefpafling  upon 
Toor  patience,  I  propofc  to  trouble  you  with 
lome  account  of  my  tour.  For  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  I  (hall  travel  with  much  greater  profit  to  my- 
lelf ;  a4  the  fcflc£lion  that  my  obfervations  are  to 
be  communicated  to  you,  will  render  me  more 
attentive  and  accurate  in  forming  them. 
^  Voi^  I.  B  Wc 
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We  quitted  Strafburgh  ycfterday,  and  crofied 
the  Rhine  to  Kehl,  formerly  an  important  fortrefs 
bcle&gtfi^  t»84gaflmrgh  when  aa  imperial  cky. 

It  was  alu)  ftrongly  fortified  by  the  French,  who 
took  pofTeflion  of  it  in  1648  :  being  ceded  to  the 
Empire  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwic,  the  Emperor 
configned  it  to  the  houfc  of,  Baden«  referving, 
however^  to^^mfelf  the  right  of  a  garrilbn* 
Since  that  period,  it  has  been  twice  attacked  by 
the  French :  and  as  during  the  laft  fiege,  in  i733» 
the  works  were  confiderably  damaged,  the  im- 
perial ^arrifon  has  been  withdrawn.  At  prefent, 
there  are  onty  the  nitm  of  the  ancient  fortifica- 
tions; and  by  way  of  garrifon,  a  few  invalids 
belonging  to  the  Margrave  of  Baden*  From 
thence  wq  proceeded  to  OfFeohurgli,  a  fmall  im- 
perial town ;  and  foon  after,  entered  the  beauti- 
ful valley  of  Kinfing :  we  pafTed  through  Gen- 
genbach,  another  fmall  imperial  town,  finely 
fituated  }  and  contmaed  ow  journey  by  the  fiw 
of  the  fmall  river  Kingiin ;  Kfing  gradually  for  fe- 
veral  leagues  together,  until  we  found  ourfebes 
in  the  midd  of  the  Black  Foreft.  As  we  afccnd* 
ed,  the  country  became  more  wild  and  ronUmtic, 
and  the  river  more  rapid ;  on.  each  hand  moun- 
tains, whofc  acclivities  were  finely  cultivated, 
dnd  whoJfe  lops  were  richly  covered  with  a  con» 
tinual  forcft.  Sevcrarfmiin  rtreams  of  the  clear- 
eft  water  rolled  down  the  tdbfe  of  the  njountains, 
in  nunftbcrlcfs  cafcades ;  and  tinitlng,  fell  into 
the  Kinfing.  The  views  vrdiro  fo  exceedingly  di- 
verfified ;  the  villager  fo  ddightftrtly  fituated  j 
and  the  cottages  fo  extremely  pifturefque,"  that 
tve  almoft  feemed  .to  have  anticipated  the  rbitianr 
tic  beauties  of  Switzerland. 

'"  Done^ 


Soutxe  ef  the  Danube.  3 

Donefchingen  is  the  principal  rcfidcncc  of  the 
prince  of  Furftenbcrg  :  in  the  court-yard  of  bis 
palace,  the  Danube  takes  its  rife.  I  am  this  mo- 
ment returned  from  vifiting  the  fpot;  the  de- 
fcription  of  which'  mpy  be  comprifed  in  a  few 
words.  Some  fmall  fprings  bubbling  from  the 
ground,  form  a  bafon  of  clear  water,  of  about 
thirty  feet  fquare :  from  this  bafon  iffues  the  Da- 
nube, which  is  here  only  a  little  brook.  And 
though  the  two  ffnall  tivors  of  Bribach  .uid  Bregp, 
uniting  below  the  town,  ar«  far  more  confider- 
able  than  this  ftream,  which  flows  into  them  foon 
after  their  junction  ;  yet  the  latter  has  the  honor 
of  being  called  the  fource  of  the  Danube.  After 
we  had  gone  through  the  ceremony  of  ftriding 
acrofs  the  ftream,  in  order  to  fay,  that  we  had 
Jiepped  over  the  Danube,  we  foon  fatisfied  our 
•curiofity ;  "the  ^bjeiftitfelf  being  in  no  rcfpedl  ex- 
Jiraordixiapy,  but  deriving  its  principal  cenfidera- 
tion  from  being  the  fource  of  fo  noble  a  river.. 
-fadeed,  it  was  ;this  circumftance  alone  that  in- 
duced Q8  'to  'cnt«r  Switzerland  by  the  way  of 
Soabia. 

I  am,,  dear  Sir,    • 

very  aflfe&ionat^ly  yaurs 

William  Coxk. 
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4rrrM/  in  Smtxtrland-^Sbafbaufen'-'Fall  tf 


SliaAuiiifeo,  Jttlj  2t. 


I 


FEEL  great  delight  in  breathing  the  air  of 
liberty :  every  perfon  here  has  apparently  the 
mien  of  content  and  fatisfadion.  The  cleaidi« 
nefs  of  the  houfesy  and  of  the  people,  is  peculi- 
arly ilriking ;  and  I  can  trace  in  all  their  man* 
nersy  behaviour,  and  drefs,  fome  ilrong  out- 
lines, which  diftinguifli  this  happy  people  from 
the  neighbouring  nations.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
prejudice  and  unreafoijkble  partiality ;  but  I  am 
the  more  pleafed,  beeaufe  their  firft  appearance 
reminds  me  of  my  own  countrymen,  and  I  could 
almoft  think,  for  a  moment,  tnat  I  am  in  Eng- 
land •• 

•On  again  entering Shaffhaufen,  tbe  iSthof  July,  1785, 
I  was  not  lo  much  ftruck  with  its  neatnefs  as  in  1776.  The 
reafon  is  obvious.  In  my  former  expedition  I  emeraed  from 
the  wilds  of  Suabia,  on  the  latter  oceafion  I  had  juS  quitted 
the  cultirated  parts  of  Bavaria. 

Shaflf. 


Sbajlfbdufen.  5 

ShaflFfaaufen,  a  tolerably  well- built  town,  fitu- 

ated  upon  the  northeru  fhore  of  the  Rhine,  is 

the  capital  of  the  canton^  a^d  owes  its  origin 

to  the  interruption  of  the  navigation  of  that  river 

by  the  catarad  at  Lauffcn :  huts  being  at  firfl: 

conftruCiked  for  the  conveniqice  of  unloading  the 

merchandize  from  the  boats,  by  degrees  increafed 

to  a  large  town.    Sha^aufen  was  foriqerly  an 

imperial  .city,  apd  govc;rned  by  an  ariftocracy : 

it  was  mortgaged  in  1330,  by  .the  Emperor  Louis 

of  Bavaria,  to  the  DuKes  of  Auftiia,  and  was  re- 

Jeafed  from  its  dqiendenqr  by  .the  Emperor  Si* 

gifmond^  w^en  Frederic  Hvikt  of  Auftria  wa^  put 

ander  the  ban  of  the  empire^    In  ijor^  it  was 

admitted  a  member  of  the  Helvetic  confe4eracy  ; 

and  is  the  twel&h  jcanton  in  rank-    Qf  all  the 

i^^ntpa^y  it  is  the  leaft  in  fizc,  being  pnly  five 

leagues  in  length  and  three  in  breadth :  its  po» 

pulation  is  fuppofed  to  amount  to  thirty  thouf^nd 

fouk ;  of  which,  the  capital  contains  about  ^ 

tfaoafan4- 

'pofi  wjMe  number  of  ^idzeQi  or  burgeflcs 
(in  wIm>i9  the  fuprcme  pow^  uldmately  refides) 
is  about  fixteen  hundred.  Tl\ey  are  divid^4  iQt9 
twelve  ;tr]j3es :  a^d  from  .thefe  are  cle&edaghtTf 
five  men4)^.s,  who  form  the  ^eat  and  Ut^e 
council*  To  thefe  ^wo  cpuncils  combined,  the 
adminiflxation  of  aJQPairs  id  comn^itted :  .the  fcnate, 
or  little  council  of  jtwenty-fiye,  being  entrufted 
with  thp  executive  p^wer  ;  ?9d  tl)e  great  coun- 
cil, comprifing  the  ij^nfte,  finally  deciding  all 
appeals,  and  regelating  the  more  important  con- 
cerns of  government. 

The  revenues  of  t)ie  ftate  are  nQt  very  ponfider- 
able^  as  will  appear  from  the  falary  of  the  bur- 

gomafter. 
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goraaftcr,  or  chief  of  the  rcptrMic  ;^  trfrfefr  bftfHely 
amounts  to  JC'^5^  f^^  ^^*    The  feformitlott 
was  introduced  in  1529 :  the  clergy  art  pM.  6y 
the  (late,  but  their  incomre  Is  fcarccly  fufRcfeitf 
for  their  maintenance  ;   the  l)cff  living   IMing 
only  about  ;^.ioo,  and  the  tvorft  £-40  per  ann. 
rthe  profetfors  of  literature  alfo,  who  arc  taken 
from  th^  clergy,  arc  paid  by  gdrernttient ;  sihtf 
a  fchool   is  fupportcd   at   the  pnbKc  expence. 
Sumptuary  laws  are  iir  force  hertf,  a^  well  ^  ift 
moft  parts  of  Switzerland ;  and  no  danemg'  k 
allowed,  except  upon  particular  occafions.     The* 
principal  article  of  exportation  is  wine ;  of  whfieh 
a  large  quantity  is  made,  the  country  abonndiiftg' 
in  vineyards  j  and  as  the  canton  furniflies  ba^ 
little  corn,  it  is  procured  from  8uabia  m  ex*- 
change  for  wine.     In  'the  town  there  are  a  few 
manufa^urcs  of  linen,  cotton,  and  filk. 

It  will  perhaps  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Swifs  republics,  when  I  inform-' you, 
that  Shaffhaufen,  although  a  frontier  town,  haa 
no  garrifon ;  and  that  the  fortifications  are  but 
weak.  The  citizens  ^  mount  guard  by  ftrrn«^ 
and  the  people  of  the  canton  being  divided  itixo 
regular  companies  of  militia,  which  are  exer- 
cifed  yearly,  arc  always  prepared  to  aft  ift  de- 
fence of  their  country.  This  cantoil  has  fome 
troops  in  France,  Sardinia,  and  HoHand ;  the 
only  foreign  fcrvices  into  which  the  fubjefts  of 
the  Proteftant  cantons  enlift. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  this  town',  I  rnuft  not 
omit  mentioning  the  bridge  over  the  Rhine ; 
juftly  admired  for  the  Angularity  of  its  artfhitec* 
ture.  The  river  is  extremely  rapid,  and  had  al. 
ready  dcftroycd  feveral  ftone  bridges  of  tKe 
'  ;  ftrongcft 


ftcoageft  comftmdJo9 ;  when  a  carpenter  dfAp. 
pcazcl  offered  to  throw  a  wooden  bridge,  of  a 
fiagle  archy  acrofs  tbc  riv^r^  which  is  near  four 
hundred  feet  wide.  The  magiftrates,  however. 
required  that  it  (hould  confid  of  two  arches,  and 
ihai  he  ihould  for  that  purpofe  employ  the  mid* 
die  pier  of  the  old  bridge.  Accordingly,  the 
archite£k  w^  obliged  to  obey ;  but  he  has  con- 
trired  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the 
bridge  is  fupported  by  the  middle  pier;  and  whe*- 
ther  it  would  not  have  been  equally  as  fafe  if 
formed  iblely  of  one  arch. 

It  is  a  wooden  brid^,  of  which  the  fides  and 
top  are  covered,  and  is  what  the  Germans  call  a 
i^engsttj^rk^  or  hanging  bridge  i  the  road,  which 
is  aimed  level,  is  not  carried,  as  ufual,  over  the 
top  of  the  arch  i  but,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreifion, 
is  let  into  the  middle  of  it,  and  there  fufpended* 
The  pier  is  fiot  in  a  rjght  line  with  the  buttreflf- 
es  ;  as  it  forms  with  them  a  very  obt  ufe.  angle 
pointing  down  the  ftream,  being  eight  feet  out 
of  the  rectilinear  diredion.  The  diftance  of  this 
middle  pier  from  the  fhore  that  lies  towards  the 
town,  is  a  hundred  and  ieveiity«two  feet,  and 
from  the  other  fide,  a  hundred  and  ninety^three ; 
in  all,  three  hundred  and  fixty-four  feet ;  mak- 
ing ia  appearance  two  arches  of  a  furprifing 
widths  and  forming  a  beautiful  perfpefblve  when 
viewed  at  fome  diihnce.  A  man  of  the  flighted 
weight  feels  it  almoft  tremble  under  him ;  yet 
waggons  heavily  laden  pafs  over  without  danger. 
It  has  been  compared  to  a  tight  rope,  which 
trembles  when  ftruck^  but  ftill  preferves  its  firm 
and  equal  tenfjon.  1  went  under  this  bridge,  in 
order  to  examine  its  mechanifm ;  and  could  not 

avoid 
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avoid  being  highly  pleafed  with  the  fimplicity  of 
the  archite&ure :  I  was  not  capable  of  determin* 
ing  whether  it  reds  upon  the  middle  pier,  but 
many  judges  aerce  that  it  does  not. 

On  confidermg  the  greatnefs  of  the  plan*  and 
the  boldnefs  of  the  conftru&ion,  it  is  matter  of 
aftonifhment  that  the  architcd  was  originally  a 
carpenter,  without  the  leaft  tindure  of  literature, 
totally  ignorant  of  mathematics,  and  not  verfed 
in  the  theory  of  mechanics.  The  name  of  this 
extraordinary  man  was  Ulric  Grubenman,  a  na- 
tive of  Tuflfen,  a  fmall  village  in  the  canton  of 
Appcnzel.  PoiTefied  of  uncommon  natural  abi- 
lities, and  a  furprifmg  turn  for  the  praftical  part 
of  mechanics,  he  raifed  himfelf  to  great  eminence 
in  his  profcflion ;  and  may  juftly  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  moft  ingenious  architc&s  of  the 
prefcnt  century,  lliis  bridge  was  finiflied  in  lefs 
than  three  years,  and  coft  ninety  thoufand  flo- 

rins%  ••  •> 

Thii 

*  Ahtmt  C  800  fterliiig.— Mr.  Andres,  in  li»  Lettai  upon 
SwifBerland,  kts  gfvM  two  engrftVings  of  thit  biidK,  to  which 
he  hit  added  a  vtry  tccurtte  defcrrprfon  of  iu  meiMftnicel  coo- 
finidion^  cummuiiicated  by  Mr.  Jetzler  of  Shaffheufen.  la 
this  dercrtptioii  be  reprefents  it  as  confiftinflrof  two  archet,  and 
refting  upon  the  middle  pier.  Several  perloni  well  fl^illed  in 
grchitedure,  maintained  a  contrarf  opinion  1  and  in  the  former 
editioni  I  wa»  induced  to  adopc  tc^  fiiom  the  following  reafont. 
The  architeft  himfelf  confbntif  OMintaioed,  that  the  bridge 
wai  not  fuppQ'ted  by  the  pier  1  his  nephew,  who  was  employ- 
ed in  irs  conftv-uQion,  confirmed  the  laxtie  aflenion  {  and  as,  at 
firfl,  it  did  not  even  rouch  the  pier,  le  muft  th^refoie,  at  that  ' 
time,  have  been  confidered  as  forming  but  one  arch.  1  muft, 
however,  can'  i  !ly  own,  thac  in  my  labfequent  vifits  to  Shaff* 
haufen  in  178$  and  1 786,  I  had  reafi>n  to  change  ipy  opinion^ 
At  thofc  periods  the  brid|ge  was  fupported  on  piles,  in  order. to 

»)■■.•  undergo 


Tail  rf  the  Rhine.  9 

Hus  morning  we  rode  atx>ut  a  league,  to  the 
fan  of  the    Rhine  at  Lanffen.     Our  route  laj 
over  the  lulls  which  form  the  banks  of  the  river : 
the  environs  arc  pidurefque  and  agreeable ;  the 
met  beautifully  winding  through  the  vale.  Upon 
our  arrival  at  Laaffen,  a  foiall  village  in  the  can- 
ton of  Zuric,  we  difmounted ;  and  advancmg  to 
die  edge  of  the, precipice  which  overhangs  the 
Rhine,  we  looked  down  perpendicularly  upon 
the  catarad,  and  faw  the  river  tumbling  over  the 
fides  of  the  rock  with  amazing  violence  and  pre* 
dpitation.     From  hence  we  defcended  till  we  * 
were  fomewhat  below  the  upper  bed  of  the  river^ 
and  ftood  dofe  to  the  fall ;  fo  that  I  could  almoft 
have  toacbed  it  with  my  hand.     A  fcaffblding  is 
ereded  in  the  very  fpray  of  this  tremendous  ca- 
tarad,  and  upon  the  moil  fublime  point  of  view : 

^■adergo  a  thorough  repair.  Mr.  Spengler,  s  native  of  the 
town,  and  lately  returned  from  Ruffia,  where  he  had  pafled 
wmxf  years  in  the  capaciry  of  an  arcfaited,  fortunatel?  difco* 
IKred,  that  much  iJl-fealoncd  wood  having  been  employed  in 
its  coD&ndion,  many  of  the  ^timbers  were  abfelutely  decayed  i 
and  that  one  fide  had  greatly  fwerved  from  ia  original  direc- 
ticMt  This  ingenious  artift,  after  havbg  expatiated  on  the  iim- 
plicity  and  botdnefi  of  the  defign,  informed  me,  that  the 
bridge  nndoubtedly  confifts  of  two  arches  ;  and  that  although 
Grubenmaa,  of  whofe  abilities  he  fpoke  with  deferved  enco* 
Jiiiam,  afife^ed  to  place  the  timbers  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  re- 
femUe  but  one  arcb»  and  always  aiferted  that  it  was  not  fup« 
ported  by  the  pier  %^  yet  tlfat  the  whole  fabric  lArould  undoubt- 
edly have  fallen,  if  that  pier  had  been  taken  away.  He 
obligingly  (hewed  me  bis  pbin  for  repairing  the  bridge,  and 
fin*  ftrengtheniog  it  by  means  of  additional  timbers,  in  order  to 
render  it  able  to  fuppon  its  own  weight,  when  the  piles  fhould 
be  removed. 

Vid.     Briefi  mu  Mr  S^Awm  nacA  Hanmvir  gefchrieben. 
Zone,  1776. 

—the 
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-^the  f(^^  of  foam  ntQiing  fiown-^tbe  cpatimial 
ckiud  pf  fpray  fcaiiered  to  a  gr^at  diftaface,  ?pd 
to  a  c^nfi^^rable  b^ight**^  ftiort,  the  magiMJii* 
cefice  of  the  w^ole  fce^pbcry  ftv  furpaSed  my  mod 
fiffkguine  expe^atioas,  and  ^ii^^^  ali  defcriph 
lion*  Within  about  an  bua4recl  fe^  of  the 
fcafibldiag,  two  crags  rifip  in  the  middle  of  the 
fall :  the  neared  is  perforated  by  the  contioual 
adion  of  the  river  ;  and  the  w^er  forces  itfelf 
through  in  an  oblique  dird^Uom,  w^h  inexprefli- 
ble  fury,  and  ao  holbw  fot^n^.  After  having 
contemplated,  the  awful  fublimity  of  this  wonder* 
ful  landfcape,  M/e  defcended ;  and  croflcd  the 
river,  whkh  was  cxtrennely  agitated. 

Hitherto  I  had  only  viewed  the  catarad  ob«« 
liquely ;  but  here  it  opened  by  degrees,  and  dif* 
played  another  pi£^urc,  which  I  enjoyed  at  my 
leifure,  as  I  fat  down  upon  the  oppolite  bank. 
The  moft  ftriking  objeds  were,  the  caftle  of 
LauSen,  ereded  uppQ  the  very  edge  of  the  pre- 
cipice, and  projecting ^ver  the  river;  near  it,  a 
church  and  fome  cottages  ;  a  clump  of  cottages 
clofe  to  the  Fall ;  in  the  back  ground,  rocks, 
planted  with  vines,  or  tufted  with  hanging 
woods  ;  a  beautiful  little  hamlet  upon  the  fum- 
mit,  (kirted  with  trees ;  the  great  body  of  water, 
that  fcemcd  to  rufh  out  from  the  bottom  of  the 
rocks  ;  the  two  crags  abovcmentioned  boldly  ad- 
vancing their  heads  in  the  midfl:  of  the  Fall,  and 
in  the  very  point  of  its  fteepeft  defcent*  their  tops 
fprinkled  with  (limbs,  and  dividing  the  catarad 
into  three  principal  branches.  The  colour  of  the 
Rhine  is  extremely  beautiful,  being  of  a  clear 
lea-green ;  and  I  could  not  but  r^coiark  the  fine 
.  effects  of  the  tints,  when  blended  with  the  white 

foam 
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fiwtt  Ift  Im  ^feent.  There  19  a  pTeafing  view 
from  mi  irmi  fewMlevy  clc^e  to  the  river,  wbi^h 
b  daimtied  up,  in  order  to  prc?em  its  carrying 
anray  tbe  work^  anel  neigbbow iRg  cc^ages  :  by 
means  of  this  dam  a  fmall  portion  o#  the  river  i( 
diverted,  turns  a  mill,  and  forms  a  little  filver 
current,  gliding  down  the  bare  rock,  and  de- 
tached from  the  main  catara6l.  Below  the  fall 
the  river  widens  confiderably  into  a  more  ample 
bafon  ;  at  the  Fall^  the  breadth  feemed  to  be 
about  three  hundred  feet.  As  to  its  perpendicu- 
lar height,  travellers  differ :  thofe  who  are  given 
to  exaggeration  reckon  it  a  hundred  feet  ;  but  I 
fbould  imagine  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  will 
be  nearer  the  truth.  I  ftood  for  fome  time  upon 
the  brink  of  thecatarad;  beheld  with  admira- 
tion ;  and  liftencd  in  filence ;  then  croffed  the 
river ;  remounted  my  horfe  j  and  returned  to 
Shaffhaufen. 

Some  writers  have  afferted  that  the  Rhine  pre- 
cipitates itfelf  in  one  (heet  of  water ;  and,  as  I 
before  obferved,  from  a  perpendicular  height  of 
a  hundred  feet.  In  former  ages  this  account 
might  be  agreeable  to  fad  ;  as  it  is  probable  that 
the  fpace  between  the  two  banks  was  once  a*  le- 
vel rock,  and  confiderably  higher ;  that  the  river 
has  infenfibly  undermined  thofe  parts,  on  which 
it  broke  with  the  utmoft  violence :  for,  within 
the  nlemory  of  feveral  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
a  large  rock  has  given  way,  that  has  greatly  al- 
tered the  view.  Indeed  1  am  convinced  that  the 
perpendicular  height  of  the  fall  is  diminiihed 
every  year,  by  the  continual  friftion  of  fo  large 
and  rapid  body  of  water ;  and  have  no  doubt 
but  that   the  two  crags,  which  now  rife  in  the 

mida 
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midft  of  the  rivcr^  will  in  time  be  uiid«rn^ed 
and  &rried  away.  The  Rhine»  for  fome  way 
before  the  fall,  eve^  near  the  bridge,  daflies  .upon 
a  rocky  bottom,  and  render^  die  navigauoa  im* 
poflible  for  any  kind  of  veiTcl. 

I  am.  &x. 
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CdoftaAcet  Julj  24. 

ESTERDAY  morning  we  quitted  Shaff*. 
haoien,  and  croffed  the  Rhine  at  Dieflenhoffen, 
a  fmall  town  in  lliurgau  ;  a  country  dependant 
upon  the  dght  ancient  cantons  :  from  thence  to 
Stein  the  road  lly  by  the  fide  of  that  river. 
Stein  28  an  independent  town  under  the  protec« 
tion  of  Zuric,  but  governed  by  its  own  laws  and 
magiftrates.  At  this  place  we  took  a  boat  to 
carry  us  to  Conftance*  A  little  above  the  town 
of  Stein  the  river  widens  confiderably,  and  forms 
the  inferior  lake  of  Conftance,  or  the  Zelkr  Seei 
which  18  divided  into  two  branches :  from  Stein 
to  Conftance  is  about  fixteen  miles,  and  from 
the  latter  to  Zell,  its  greateft  breadth,  about  ten. 
A  fine  breeze  foon  carried  us  to  the  iiland  of 
Reichenau,  which  belongs  to  the  Bifliop  of  Con- 
ftance :*  it  is  about  three  miles  long,  and  one 
broad;  contains  about  fixteen  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, all  Catholics  ;  three pariihes ;  one  village; 
and  a  rich  abbey  of  Bencdidines,  of  which  the 

biihop 


14  LETTERS- 

bifliop  of  Conftance  is  abbot.  The  fuperior  was 
exceedingly^  civil,  and  fliewed  us  all  the  Velica 
and  curiofities  of  the  convent :  among  the  latter, 
was  a  carious  tooth  of  Charles  Le  Gros.  That 
monarch,  who  was  emperor  and  kSng  of  France, 
and  who  poflcffed  dominions  as  extendve  as  thofe 
of  Charlemagne,  lived-  tt>  want  the  common  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  and  to  depend  for  his  fubfiftence 
upon  the  charity  of  an  archbifliop  of  Mentz.  He 
wa«  pubKcly  ^efsoJbd  in  887,  at amoenng  of  th<i 
principal  Ffench,  German,  aad  Italian  *barons, 
whom  he  himfclf  had  fummoned :  after  having 
languifhed  a  year,  in  extreme  want  and  mifery, 
he  died  at  a  fmall  village  near  Mentz,  in  Ger- 
many, and  bas  Temains  were  conveyed  to  this 
convent.  The  next  remarkable  curiofity,  was 
an  emerald,  a«  k  fs  callcMl,  of  an  esctraorditaary 
fize,  w^ich,  aGGot*ding  to  tiieaimals  of  the'CMi^ 
^hctitj  was  a  preTent  from  'Ghaclefiiiagne.  Takt 
ks  ^mt^tifibnfi,  arod  tbefi  judge  wbetber  it  caaibe 
an  emcfrald  :  it  lias  four  uneqiAl  Iides ;  .^  \on^ 
th  of  whi(%  ^  4iear  two  fset^  and  tfa:  broadoft 
a!befut  nin^  nirkihes ;  jt  k  one  inch  thick,  and 
wcigiis  about  tw6hty -nine  poundi^.  l^rfnpiBokir 
valued  it  at  3^.4500  ;  but  •if  it  is,  as  I  conje6kme9 
nothing  more  than  a  tranfparem  gteanjpaihrfiuor^ 
its  valiie  witl  be  reduced  to  a  few  (hillhigs.  llpoli 
our  return  to  the  inn,  where  we  dined,  wc  fbtuul 
ti  prefent  from  the  fuperior,  more  valuable  fiha^ 
gfll  the  mf Hqs  and  curiofirics  of  his  convent ;  t-wo'' 
bottles  of  exccltent  wine,  the  growth  of  the 
tftand,-  Vfhkh  is  almoft  a  continued  vineyard. 

lii  the  'Evening  we  arrived  at  Confbmce:;  the 

fituation  df  which  upon  the  Rhine,  between  the 

"two  lakes,  is-  moft  delightfuU     I  was  nmch  af- 

iedcd  with  the  fdlitarji^  appearance  of  a  towa 

once 
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onc&l^  flotwiAfag  ill  commerce^  and  fd  celc- 
'brtft^d  in  tlye  annals  of  hiftory.  A  dead  ftHlncfs 
reigM  thrcKaghout ;  grafs  grows  in  tiie'  prindpai 
ftr<;cts  ;  in  a  ^^td,  it  wears  the  melancholy  af- 
fe&  of  being  alinoft  totally  defertcd  ;  and  I'carce- 
ly  G€ym»BS  thrcj  tboufand  inhabitants.  This 
city  has  endured  a  fad  revcrfc  of  fortune  :  it  was 
formerly  in  aUiancc  with  Zaric  and  Baflc  ;  and, 
fiippdtted  hj  tfcdr  affiliance,  h^d  expelled  the 
blimps  and  embraced  the  reformation.  But  the 
P^ottftant  cantens  being  worfted  in  1351  ;  and 
the  league  of  Smalcalde,  of  whibh  Conftance  was 
a  Hnembcr,  being  defeated  by  Charles  V.  the 
tewn'^waal  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  emperor,  and 
t»  rte-«dmit  the  Catholic  religion.  From  this  pe- 
riod 4t  loft  its  independence ;  and  Kcing  negleft- 
cd  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  fell  by  decrees  into 
its  ptcScnt  alnroft  annihilated  ftate ;  exhibiting  to 
feme  of  the  neighbouring  Swifs  cantons,  an  in- 
ltru€Hvc  contraft,  t^'hich  muft  fenfibly  endear  to 
tfiem  their  o\*ti  invaluable  happrnefs,  in  the  com- 
merce and  liberties  which  they  enjoy. 

VTe  paid  a  vifit  to  the  chamber  where  the 
council  of  Gonftancc  was  held  in  1415,  and  had 
the  honour  of  fitting  in  the  two  chairs,  in  which 
fet  pope  J^>hn  XXni  *.  'and  the  emperor  Sigif- 
nKmd  ;  if  any-hntiour  can  be  derived  from  a  tur- 
bulent ecclefiaftic,  and  a  perjured  fovercign.  It 
was  by  a  fentcnce  of  this  council,  that  the  cele- 
brated reformer  John  Hufs' (having  embraced  the 
doftfines  of  our  WicklifFe,  and  trufling  to  the 
pTOteSioh  off  the  emperor,  who  violated  his  word) 
was  burnt  as  an  heretic.  The  houfe  is  (till  fhewn 
where  he  was  fcized,    upon  which  is  fixed  his 

"^  He  was  deposed  in  this  council. 

head. 
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bead,  canred  in  ftone,  but  now  almoft  defaced; 
^«ith  an  infcripdon  under  it  in  German.  Jerome 
of  P^ague^  his  difciple,  had  the  weaknefs  to  re« 
cant  before  the  fame  council ;  but  this  weaknels 
was  amply  compenfated  by  the  greatnefs  of  foul 
with  which  he  again  retraced  this  recantation^ 
and  by  the  calm  and  intrepid  magnanimity  which 
he  .difplayed  in  his  laft  moments  at  the  ftake. 
from  the  top  of  the  cathedral  we  had  a  fuperb 
view  of  the  town,  and  of  the  two  lakes ;  with 
the  rugged  Alps  of  Tyrol  and  Appenzel,  their 
tops  covered  with  perpetual  fnow* 

Conftance  may  again  become  a  commercial 
town,  throtfgh  the  permiiHon  granted  by  the  em*  i 
peror,  to  the  emigrants  from  Geneva,  of  fettling 
and  carrying  on  their  trade  and  manufadures, 
with  very  conliderable  privileges.  Meflrs.  Ro- 
man and  Meilly,  watchmakers  of  Geneva,  were 
the  firft  perfons,  whom  the  troubles  of  their  na- 
tive repubKc  drove  to  Conftance.  They  received 
from  the  emperor  the  following  immunities  for 
themfelves  and  countrymen. 

The  right  of  purchafing  or  building  houfes  ; 
free  exercife  of  religion,  entirely  independent  of 
the  Catholic  clergy  ^  the  power  of  ereding  a  tri- 
bunal for  the  purpofe  of  deciding  all  affairs  rela« 
tive  to  their  roanufadures  and  CQmmerce }  cx^ 
emption  from  ferving  in  the  militia  and  quarter- 
ing foldiers;  from  all  contributions  during  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years }  from  duties  on  their  tools 
and  utenfiis  ;  and  the  ftandard  of  the  gold  and 
filver  employed  in  their  manufadures  to  be  inva-> 
riably  fixed.  Thefe  favourable  terms,  figned  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1785,  attradked  many  fettlers 
to  Conftance;  and  in  my  fecond  vifit  to  this  place, 
onthesjthof  Odober,  1787,  I  found  that  the 

new 
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fiew  colony  6f  Cenevans  conilfted  of  feventy  h* 
mitics,  comprifiBg  three  hundred  and  fifty  per«« 
fons  ;  among  thefe  were  fifty-four  watch  makers, 
who  had  introduced  the  different  branches  of 
manufaftiire  which  belong  to  their  trade*  Four 
hundred  watches  were  already  finiOied,  and  above 
fourteen  hundred  more  were  preparing. 

The  emperor  has  alfo  granted  to  Mr.  Macaire 
die  convent  of  Dominicahs  lately  fecuiarized,  to* 
wards  eftabliibing  a  manufa&ure  of  printed  linens 
and  cottons.  Th^  refedory  is  appropriated  for 
the  chapel  of  the  new  colony. 

I  did  not  omit  vifiting  a  fiDall  dungeon^  about 
eight  feet  long,  fix  broad,  and  feven  high,  in 
which  John  Hufs  was  confined^  and  wherein  I 
obferved  the  very  ftone  to  which  he  had  been 
» chained.  I  entered  it  however  with  very  differ- 
ent fenfations  from  thofe  which  I  experienced  in 
1^76,  ^hen  this  convent  was  the  afylum  of 
monkifli  fuperlUtion.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  trade 
and  indoftry  :  and  it  muA  fugged  a  pleafing  re- 
fledion  to  a  phiiofophic  mind,  that  a  fucceflbt 
of  Sigifniond^  who  violated  his  word,  ihould 
have  cohfigned  to  a  reformed  eftablifhment  that 
very  convent  in  which  the  Bohemian  divine  was 
imprifoned,  ind  from  which  he  was  triumphant- 
ly led  to  the  ftake  ;  and  that  the  moil  enlarged 
principles  of  toleration  (hould  be  manifefted  in 
the  fame  place,  where  perfecution  was  inculcated 
by  precept  and  example.  It  is  the  triumph  of 
reafon  and  religion  over  bigotry  and  intolerance. 
I  am  juft  returned  from  a  pleafant  expedition 
to  the  fmall  ifland  of  Meinau,  in  a  bay  of  the  fu- 
perior  lake  :  this  ifland,  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, belongs  to  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic 
order.  The  bailif  ihewed  us  the  houfe  of  the 
Vol.  I.  C  commander^ 
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commander,  ivhich  is  prettily  fitvated»  and  haf 
a  fine  profped  of  the  lake,  but  contains  nothing 
remarkable  but  the  cellars,  which  are  well  (locked 
with  wine  ;  an  article  from  which  the  chief  re* 
venue  of  the  commandery  arifes.  Our  good 
friend  the  bailif  was  very  free  in  offering  it }  and 
we,  not  to  appear  infcnfiblc  of  his  civility, 'were 
conftrained  to  tafte  fevcral  different  forts,  which 
he  fucceffively  prefented,  always  praifing  the  laft 
as  the  oldeft  and  moft  exquiiite.  The  wine  waa 
indeed  excellent,  the  glaffes  large,  and  a  moft 
formidable  row  of  enormous  cafks  dill  remained 
untafted  ;  fo  that,  after  having  duly  extolled  fe- 
vcral fpecimens,  we  found  it  expedient  to  decline 
the  farther  folicitations  of  our  generous  hoft : 
for,  had  we  performed  the  whole  ceremony,  we 
muft  have  taken  up  our  abode  in  the  caftle  for  the  < 
night. 

July  25. 
We  fet  fail  about  two  hours  ago  from  Con- 
fiance.  This  fuperior  lake,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes 
called,  the  Boden  Seej  is  about  fifteen  leagues 
in  length  and  fix  in  its  greateft  breadth :  it  is 
,one  of  the  great  boundaries  that  fcparate  Swit- 
zerland from  Germany.  The  borders  on  each 
fide  confift  of  gently  riHng  hills ;  oti  the  left  hand 
Suabia,  and  on  the  right  Thurgau,  with  a  va- 
riety of  fcattered  towns,  villages,  and  mona- 
fleries  :  the  form  of  the  lake  inclines  to  an  oval^ 
and  the  water  is  of  a  greenifli  hue.  I  am  now 
writing  aboard  the  veflcl ;  and  have  been  for 
ibme  time  in  vain  attempting^ to  diftiitguifh 
(what  fome  travellers  have  affirmed  to  be  dif* 
cernable)  die  waters  of  the  Rhine  from  thofe  of 
the  lake  :     though  indeed  I  was  before  almofl 

convinced 
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comrinced  of  the  ijnpoiBbility.    For  the  river  in 
bs  courfe  from  the  fuperior  lake,  being  exadly 
of '  die  fame  beautiful  greenifh  colour  as  the  in- 
ferior lake  into  which  it  flows  ;  it  is  evident  that 
the   one    can  never  be  diftinguifhed  from  the 
other.     Probably,  upon   its   fifft  entrance  into 
the  fuperior  lake  it  is  troubled,  and  confequent- 
ly,  for  fome  way,  its  current  may  eafily  be  traced  : 
but  it  purifies  by  degrees,  and  becomes  an  indif- 
tinft  part  of  the  great  body  of  water. 

This  lake,  like  all  the  other  lakes  of  Switzer- 
land, is  confiderably  deeper  in  fummer  than  in 
winter  ;  a  circumftance  owing  to  the  firft  melt- 
ing of  the  fnow  from  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains :  it  abounds  in  fifli  of  all  forts.  Yefterday 
evening,  in  our  expedition  to  Meinau,  there  was 
fcarcely  a  breeze  ftirring,  and  the  lake  was  as 
fmocth  a  cryftal :  a  brifk  gale  has  now  raifed 
a  fine  curl  upon  the  furface ;  and  the  furrounding 
landfcape  forms  an  aflemblage  of  the  moft  beau- 
tiful  objcfts.  In  (hort,  the  fcvcral  views  which 
prefent  themfelves  arc  fo  truly  enchanting,  as  to 
make  me  regret  every  moment  that  my  eye!  are 
called  off  from  the  delightful  fcenes.  You  will 
not  wonder,  therefore,  if  I  am  tempted  to  bid  you 
adieu  fomewhat  abruptly. 

Yours,  &c. 

P.  S.   The  following  defcription  of  the  great 

trout,  which  frequents  all  the  Swifs  lakes,  but 

more  particularly  abounds  in  the  lake  of  Con- 

flancc,  was  communicated  by  '  Thomas  Pennant, 

Efq,      This    fpecies  of  trout  is   called    in  this 

neighbourhood  Illankiriy  and  by  Linnaeus,  Salmo 

Lacufiris.     The   head  is  conical,  and  larger  in 

proportion  than  that  of  a  falmon.     The  dorfal 

C  a  fin 
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fin  has  twelve  rays ;  pedoral,  fourteen  ;  vestraf 
and  anal,  twelve  each.  The  under  jaw,  in  full- 
grown  fi(b,  ends  in  a  blunt  hook.  The  colour,  as 
low  as  the  lateral  line,  of  a  deep  blue,*  bright- 
ening as  it  approaches  the  line.;  beneath  that,  of 
a  Alvery  white  ^  all  the  upper  part  is  fpotted  ir- 
regularly with  black.  This  kind  grows  to  the 
weight  of  forty  or  forty-five  pounds. 

lliefe  fiihes  quit  the  deeps  of  the  lake  in  Aprif, 
and  go  up  the  Rhine  to  depofit  their  fpawn.  Ihe 
inhabitants  of  the  (horcs  form  wears  acrofs  the 
river,  in  which  they  take  them  in  their  paf- 
£ige.  They  are  alfo  caught  in  nets.  The  fiihery 
laits  from  May  to  September  ;  the  fifhermen 
avoid  taking  any  on  the  return,  as  they  are  then 
very  lean  and  quite  exhaufted.  In  fpring  and 
fummer  their  flelh  is  of  a  fine  red,  and  very  de- 
licate }  but  after  they  have  fpawned,  it  turns 
white,  and  becomes  very  indifferent.  They  feed 
6n  fifh,  worms,  and  iafeCts  ;  and  are  particular- 
ly deftru&ive  to  the  graylings.  Their  great 
enemy  is  the  Pike,  which  will  attack  an  Illankia 
four  times  as  large  as  itfelf.  For  a  further  account, 
the  reader  may  confult  the  elegant  Icthyologic 
by  Mr.  Block,  vol.  iii.  p.  155,  who  is  the  firfi: 
natufalift  that  has  given  a  fatisfa&ory  account  of 
this  gigantic  fpecies. 
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St.  GalUn — Qtntpn  of  Appenxd. 

X  WRITE  to  you  from  the  midft  of  the  Alps, 
.under  the  (hade  of  a  grove  of  beeches,  while  a 
dear  ftream  of  water,  flowing  at  my  feet,  forms 
a  natural  cafcade  down  the  rock.  I  have  ju(t 
made  a  hearty  meal  upon  fome  bread  and  cheefe ; 
which  I  found  to  be  a  mod  delicious  repaft,  af- 
ter walking  fix  miie^  pver  (be  mountains  of  Ap- 
penzeL 

.Wc  this  day  qiiittcd  St.  Gallcn,  and  walked 
to  AppenzeU  t^he  country  is  Angularly  wild 
and  romantic;  eoniiftingota  continued  feriesof 
hills  and  dales,  vallics  and  mountains,  the  ^tops 
of  which  are  crowned  with  moft  luxuriant  paf- 
tures.  I  could  not  have  conceived  k  poflible, 
without  having  been  an  eye-witnefs,  that  any 
diftri^  ^thin  the  fame  compafs  could  have  ex« 
hibited  fo  numerous  a  population  ;  the  hills  and 
vales  being  ftrewed  thickly  with  hamlets,  fcal- 
tered  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other  ;  and 
cxa£My  placed  in  the  very  fpots  which  a  man  of 
tafte  would  have  chofen.  The  piSurefque  moun- 
tains, the  forefts,  the  currents  which  we  croffed, 
over  bridges  rcfembling  thofe  1  have  obfcrved  in 
fome  of  the  beft  landfcapes,  added  to  the  beauty 
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of  the  fccjies,  and  divcrfificd  every  ftcp  with  the 
mod  pleafing  objcfts.  After  having  repofed  for 
a  fliort  time  in  this  delightful  fpot,  I  cannot  cm- 
ploy  myfelf  more  to  my  fatisfaftion  than  by  con- 
tinuing my  journal. 

In  my  lalt  letter  I  took  my  leave  of  you  uj)on 
the  lake  of  Cohftance  :  we  landed  at  Rofliach,  a 
fmall  burgh  in  the  dominions  of  the  abbot  of 
St.  Gallen,  agreeably  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a 
bay  at/he  edge  of  the  lake,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
a  rifmg  hill,  richly  covered  with  wood  and  paf- 
turages.  From  Rofhach  we  went  to  St.  Gallen* 
the  whole  territory  whereof  does  not  exceed  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  circumference ;  and  inclad- 
ing  the  town  contains  near  eight  thoufiind  inha- 
bitants. There  every  thing  was  alive  ;  all  pcr- 
fons  wore  the  appearance  pf  induftry  and  adivi* 
ty  ;  exhibiting  a  ftriking  oppofition  to  Con- 
fiance,  which  we  had  juft  quitted. . 

,  The  abbot  and  town  of  St.  Gallen  are  both  al- 
lies of  the  Swifs  cantons,  and  each  enjoys  the 
privilege  of  fending  deputies  to  the  general  diet. 
The  abbot  of  St.  Gallen  is  titular  prince  of  the 
German  Empire,  and  is  chofen  by  the  feventy- 
two  Benedidtines,  \vho  compofe  this  chapter. 
He  formerly  poffeffed  the  fovereignty  of  the 
town  ;  but  the  inhabitants  (hook  off  his  authori- 
ty, and  became  independent :  and  the  various 
difputes  which,  fmce  that  period,  have  arifen  be- 
tween the  two  rival  parties,  have  been  compro- 
mifed  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Swifs  cantons. 
The  town  is  entirely  Protcftant,  and  its  govern- 
Hient  ari(lo*democratical :  the  fubjcds  of  the 
abbot  (whofe  territory  is  very  extenfive>  arc  moft- 
ly  Catholics.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  abbey 
'in  which  the  prince  refides,  is  (ituated  clofe  to 
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tbe  town,  and  Jn  the  midft  of  its  territory ;  as 
the  latter  is  alfo  entirely  furroUnded  by  the  pof* 
leilions  of  the  prince. 

The  town  owes  its  flourifliing  ftate  to  the  un- 
common indullry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  a  very 
extcnfive  commerce,  arifing  chiefly  from  its  ma- 
nufactures of  linen,  muflin,  and  embroidery. 
In  a  place  fo  entirely  commercial,  I  was  aftonifh- 
ed  to  find  the  arts  and  Iciences  cultivated,  and 
literature  in  tbe  higheft  efteem.  In  the  library 
diere  are  thirteen  volumes  in  folio,  containing 
manufcript  letters  of  the  firft  German  and  Swifs 
reformeri.  Luther  ends  a  letter  to  Melan£lhoQ 
as  follows  : 

Peftit  tram  vivuSt  mufiens  ero  mors  iua^  f^^- 

Thefe  letters  would  probably  throw  much  light 
on  the  hiftory  of  the  reformation. 

The  library  belonging  to  the  abbey  is  very 
numerous  and  well  arranged ;  ^nd,  amonf;  a 
number  of  monkifh  manufcripts,  contains  feve- 
ral  of  the  claflic  writers,  which  engaged  my  chief 
attention.  To  this  library  we  owe  Pctronius 
Arbiter,  Silius  Italicus,  Valerius  Flaccus,  and 
Quintilian,  copies  of  which  were  found  in  1413s 
it  was  formerly  very  rich  in  curious  manufcripts ; 
but  feveral  being  borrowed,  during  the  council 
of  Conftance,  by  the  cardinals  and  bifliops,  were 
never  returned. 

1  he  tranfition  from  the  abbot  of  St.  Gallen  to 
the  canton  of  Appenzcl  will  not  appear  abrupt, 
as  the  latter  once  belonged  to  the  former  :  the 
inhabitants,  however,  being  loaded  with  exor- 
bitant and  oppreffive  taxes,  revolted  in  1400  ; 
aiid  maintained  their  independence  with  the  def- 
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perate  courage  of  a  fpirited  people,  who  fight 
for  their  liberties.  In  1452  they  entered  iato  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
Swifs  republics  ;' and  in  1513  were  admitted  in- 
to the  Helvetic  confederacy  :  they  hold,  the  laft 
rapk  among  the  thirteen  cantons. 

Before  jtjie  reformation  the  whole  canton  was 
under  pnc  government;  but  fincc  that  period, 
part  of  the  inhabitants  having  embraced  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  the  other  part  continuing 
Catholics,  violent  difputes  were  kindled  between 
thcni ;  which,  after  much  conteft,  were  at  length 
jompromifcd.  By  an  agreement  in  1^97,  the 
canton  was  divided  into  two  portions  ;  Rhodes 
,  Exterior^  and  Rhodes  Interior  ;  it  was  ftipulated, 
that  the  former  (bould  be  appropriated  to  the 
Proteftants,  and  th^  latter  to  the  Catholics.  Ac* 
cordingly  the  two  parties  finaUy  feparated,  and 
formed  two  republics ;  their  government,  police, 
and  finances,  being  totally  independent  of  each 
other.  Each  diflrid  fend$  ^  deputy  to  the  ge- 
neral diet  :  the  whole  cantph,  however,  has  but 
one  vote,  and  lofe^  its  fufiPrage  if  the  two  parties 
are  not  unanimous.  In  both  divifions  the  fove- 
reign  power  is  vefted  in  the  people  at  large ; 
every  male,  who  is  paft  fixteen,  having  a  vote  iii 
their  general  aflembly,  held  yqarly  for  the  crea- 
tion of  their  magiftrates  and  the  purpbfes  of  le- 
giflation  :  and  each  voter  is  obliged  to  appear 
^rmed  on  tha^  particular  occafipn.  The  Land<^pi* 
man  is  the  firft  magiftrate  ;  in  each  diftri^  th^i*? 
are  twp,  who  adminifter  the  ofljce  alternately, 
and  are  confirmed  yearly.'  •  •  They  have  each  a 
council,  which  poflTdTes  juriCdidibn  in  civil  and 
criminal  caufes,  has  the  care^  o'f  the  police,  the 
management  of  the  finances,  and  the   general 
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admmiftration  of  affairs.  The  Landamman  re- 
gent prcfidcs ;  and  the  other,  during  the  year  in 
which  be  is  out  of  office,  is  banneret  or  chief  of 
tbc  militia. 

The  Rhodes  Exterior  U  much  larger,  and  more 
peopled    in  proportion,  than  the  Interior  ;  and 
the  Proteftants  are  in  general  more  commercial 
and  indufhrious  than  the  Catholics.— The  former 
are  fuppofed  to  amount  to  thirty-feven  thoufand  ; 
the  latter  to  twelve  thoufand  :    an  extraordinary 
number  in  fo  fmall  a  canton,  entirely  mountain- 
ous, and  of  which  a  gifeat  part  confids  of  barren 
and  inacceffible  rocks.    But  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  amply  compenfates   for  any  difad- 
▼antages  of  foil :  for,  the  people  are  frugal  and 
laborious  9  their  property  is  fecured ;   and  they 
are  exempted  from  all  burdenibme  and  arbitrary 
taxes.    Thefe  circumftances,  joined  to  the  right 
of  partaking  of  the  legiflation,  and  of  eleding 
their  magiurates,   infpire  them  with  fuch  ani- 
mated fentiments  of  their  own  importance  and 
independence,  as  excite  the  mod  adive  and  vi« 
gorous  induftry :  ;md  thofe  neceflaries,  to  which 
this  induftry  is  not  fufficient,  are  abundantly  fup- 
plied  by  their  neighbours^  in  exchange  for  ma- 
nufadures  and  other  articles  of  domcftic  com- 
merce.    The  chief  part  of  the  habitable  countrj 
confifts  of  rich  paftures ;    and  of  courfe  their 
principal  exports  are  cattle  and  hides,  together 
with  cheefe  and  butter.     Their  manufadures  are 
coarfe  caUicots  and  itiuilins   in  great  quantities, 
which  are  entirely  made   in  the  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants.    The  cotton  is  fpun  with  the  com- 
mon wheel.    The  web   is  bleached  at  home; 
aiid  afterwards  fcnt  to  be  printed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Ncuchatel.    The  greateft  bleachery 

Ifaw 


16  LETTER        4- 

I  faw  in  the  Alps  ^as  ne^r  Apiienssel^  which  ex* 
tended  over  three  or  four  acres  of  grouad.  Part 
of  the  river  Sitler  is  diverted  to  turn  the  mill^ 
which  is  of  the  fimplefl  conftru£lion«  A  large 
wheel  on  the  outfide  works  a  long  cylinder  with- 
in ;  on  which  are  fixed  a  number  of  cogs  to  raife 
the  hammers  which  beat  the  webs,  lii  the  &me 
place  are  the  boilers  and  other  ccmveniences  for 
the  bufinefs. 

The  only  mills  for  fpinning  the  cottons  by 
water,  which  I  faw  in  Switzerland,  were  near 
Neuchatel  and  Geneva  ;  but  greatly  inferior  ia 
fize  and  ingenuity  of  machinery  to  thofe  of  £ng« 
land. 

The  flottrifiiing  (late  of  the  cotton  manufaflo* 
ry  has  rendered  many  perfons  in  the  Proteftant 
diftrifts  eafy  in  their  circumftances,  and  even 
wealthy  ;  if  'wealth  is  to  be  eftimated  from  the 
general  ftate  of  the  natives,  and  not  from  the 
comparative  view  of  diftant  and  greater  opu- 
lence in  large  comniercial  cities.  The  villages 
of  Trogcn  and  Undevil  announce,  by  their  fu- 
perior  neatnefs,  the  well-being  of  their  inhabi* 
tants. 

This  canton  contains  no  enclofed  towns,  but 
only  two  or  three  open  burghs,  of  which  Ap« 
pcnzel  is  the  largeft  in  the  Catholic,  Trogeo,  Un« 
devil,  and  Herifau,  in  the  Proteftant  diftridy  and 
a  few  villages  :  indeed  the  whole  country,  ex- 
cept amongft  the  barren  rocks,  is  almoft  a  con- 
tinued village,  being  thickly  covered  with  excel- 
lent cottages.  Each  cottage  has  its  Uttle  terri- 
tory, or  a  field  or  two  of  fine  pafture  ground, 
which  are  frequently  vfkirted  with  trees.  The 
mountains  are  for  the  moft  part  beautifully  wood- 
ed ;  and  the  cantonv  is  fupplied  wich  water  in  fuch 
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ezoberance,  that  we  could  hardly  walk  two  hun- 
dred paces  without  feeing  a  fpring  bubble  from 
the  ground,  or  a  torrent  ru(h  down  the  fides  of  a 
rock* 

In  our   way  to  Appenzfcl,  we  entered  feveral 

hottfes,  which  are  all  built  of  wood;  neatnefs 

and  convenience  being  the  principal  objed  of  the 

owners  t  fuch  a  remarkable  cieanlinefs  prevailed 

throughout,  as  afforded  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of 

the  general  attention  which  the  people  pay  to  that 

effential  article.    A  continued  chain  of  thefe  cul- 

dvatcd  mountains,  richly  clothed  with  wood,  and 

thickly  iluddqd  with  hamlets,  which  appear  to 

have  been  placed  by  the  genius  of  tafte  in  the 

very  fpots  where  chey  would  form  the  moft  ftrik* 

ingeffed,  exhibit  a  feries  of  landfcapcs  incx« 

preffibly  pleafing  :  it  feemed  as  if  they  belonged 

to  independent  clans  ;  independent  but  focial, 

uniting   for  the   great  purpofes  of  legiilation, 

and  for  the  general  prefervation  of  their  liber* 

tics. 

Among  the  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
original  fimplicity  ot  the  paftoral  life  is  (lill  pre- 
fcrved ;  and  I  faw  feveral  venerable  figures  with 
long  beards,  that  reiembled  the  pi&ures  of  the 
antient  patriarchs.  The  natives  of  this  catiton, 
in  common  with  the  inhabitants  of  democracies, 
poflefs  a  natural  franknefs,  and  peculiar  tone  ot 
equality,  which  arife  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their 
own  independence.  They  alfo  difplay  a  fund  of 
original  humour,  and  are  remarkable  for  great 
quicknefs  of  repartee,  and  rude  fallies  of  wit, 
which  render  their  converfation  extremely  agree- 
able and  interefting. 

In  our  way  to  Appenzel   we  paffed  through 
Tuffen,    the  birth-place  of  Ulric  Grubenman, 

whom 
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Vfhom  I  mentioned  in  a  former  lettrr  ^  ^  he  bat 
Veen  dead  fome  years  :  but  his  abilities  and  his 
ikill  in  pradical  architedure  are,  if  I  may  ufe 
the  expreiTion,  hereditary  in  his  family.  .  We 
inquired  for  one  of  the  fame  name,  who  was 
either  his  brother  or  his  nephew,  whom  we  found 
at  the  alehoufe  ;  his  ufual  place  of  relbrt  when 
he  has  no  particular  employment.  He  is  a 
heajf  y,  coarfe-looking  man,  drefied  like  a  coot- 
mon  peafant  ;  has  a  quick  and  penetrating  eye, 
and  ^  fuiiprifrng  readinefs  of  cofiverfation.  We 
(old  him  that  we  were  Engtiihmen,  who  were 
making  the  tour  of  Switzerland ;  and  that  we 
could  not  pafs  through  Tuffen  without  defiring 
to  fee  a  ^an  who  was  fo  much  celebrated  for  his 
{kill  in  architedure.  He  Hiixck  his  breafl:,  and 
replied  in  German,  "  Here  you  fee  but  a  boor." 
Upon  our  taljking  with  him  about  the  bridge  of 
Shaffhaufen,  jn  ^he  building  of  which  he  was 
employed,  he  aflfure^  .us,  that  it  does  not  reft 
upon  the  middle  pier,  but  is  in  reality  a  fingle 
arch.  Near  Appciuoi  vm  ,^b(ccred  an  old  man 
with  veuerable  white  ha^ir  hanging  .oyer  his 
ihoulders,  who  looked  like  a  ifubftantial  farmer  ; 
he  inquired  with  a  tone  .of  authority^  but  with 
perfed  civility,  who  we  ^ere^  ;uid  vpon  our 
afking  the  fame  queftion  refpc^ing  ihimfelf,  of 
our  guide,  we  were  informed,  that  hc«was  jh.e 
Landamman^  or  chief  of  the  republic.  Happy 
people,  the  nature  of  whofe  country,  and  the 
conflitution  of  whofe  government  both  equally 
oppofe  the  ftrongefl:  barriers  againft  the  intro- 
dudion  of  luxury  ! 

•  See  p.^8. 

P.  S.  Dodpr 
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P.  S,  Doaor  Girtanner,  of  St.  Gallcn,  found 
in  great  abundance,  on  the  top  of  the  Appenzcl 
mountains,  the  Draha  PyreruOca  of  Linnaeus, 
Bot  mentioned  by  Haller  in  hi$  catalogue  of  the 
Swils  plants. 

Tours,  &c. 

Appeoiel,  July  27. 
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Valley  of  the  Rhine — The  Lake   and   Town  of 
Wallenjiadt. 


Salcts,  Jul/  27. 

W  E  are  this  moment  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Salets  ;    where  we  propofe  pafling  the  night : 
while  ftrpper  is  preparing,  I  will  continue  my 
journal.     We  could  procure  but  three  horfes  at 
Appenzel,  and  as  one  of  them  was  appropriated 
to  the  baggage,  I  preferred  walking.     After  hav- 
ing traverfcd  a  league  in  the  canton,  over  a  con- 
tinued range  of  mountains,  enriched  withbeauti* 
ful  meadows,  and  dotted  with  cottag'ss,  I  arrived 
at  it«  boundary ;  here  the  fcene  fuddenly  changed 
into   a   wild  forcft,  confifting  chiefly  of  pines, 
without  the  lead  appearance  of  any  habitation. 
The  road  is  in  molt  parts  not  more  than  three 
feet  broad ;  and  is  either  paved  with  large  uneven 
pieces  of  rock,  or  formed  of  thick  itakes  bid 
clofely  together  :  but  as  the  groun.l  is  in  many 
parts  foftcr  than  in  others,  thcfe  (lakes  m  fomc 
places  fink  deeper,  and  by   this  means  form  a 
fucceflion  of  uneven  fteps.     The  mountain   by 
which  wedefcended  into  the  plain,  is  very  fteep; 
which  circumftance,  added  to  tnc  uncvcnnefs  of 

the 
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the  AakcSy  makes  the  afcent  and  dcfcent  exceed- 
ingly difficult  for  horfes;  Tik^fe  who  are  plcafed 
vith  an  uniform  view,  may  continue  in  the 
plain  ;  while  others,  who  delight  in  the  grand 
and  the  fublime,  and  are  ftruck  with  the  wanton* 
ncfs  of  wild,  uncukivated  nature,  will  prefer 
this  road  to  the  fmootheft  turnpike  in  Great 
Britain. 

1  walked  flowly  on,  without  envying  my  com- 
panions on  horfeback :  for  I  could  fit  down  upon 
m  inviting  fpot,  climb  to   the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice, or  trace  a  torrent  by  its  found.     I  defend- 
ed at  length  into  the  Rheinthal^  or  Valley  of  the 
Rhine  ;  the  mountains  of  Tyrol,  which  yielded 
neither  in  height  or  in  cragginefs  to  ihofe  of  Ap- 
peozel,  rifing  before  me.     And  here  I  found  a 
remarkable  difference :  for  although  the  afcend- 
xng  and  defcending  was  a  work  of  fome  labour ; 
yet  the  variety  of  the  fcenes  had  given  me  fpirits, 
and  I  was    not    fenfible   of    the   lead   fatigue. 
But  in   the  plain,  notwithftanding  the  fcenery  - 
was  ftiil  beautiful  and  piSurefque,  I  faw  at  once 
the  whole  way  ftretching  before  me,  and  had  no 
room  for  frcfti  cxpcQations :  I  was  not  therefore 
difpleaied  when  1  arrived  at  Obcrried,  after  a  walk 
of  abotit  twelve  miles,  my  coat  flung  upon  my 
ihoulder  like  a  peripatetic  by  profcfTion.     Here 
we   fortunately   procured    a    narrow  cart  ;    in 
which,  the  roads  being  rough  and  ftony,  you  win 
readily  believe  we  were  not   much  at  our  eafe. 
The  evening  however  being  fine,  and  the  moon 
exceedingly  bright,  our  journey   was  not  alto- 
gether difagrecablc  ;    as  it  led  us  through  a  de- 
lightful country  abounding  in  vines,  fruit-trees, 
flax,  and  pafturagc. 

The 
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.  The  Rheinthal  is  a  bailliagc  belonging  to  Ap^ 
penzel  and  the  eight  antient  cantons,  whicE  al- 
ternately appoint  a  bailif.  The  people  are  of 
both  religions,  but  the  Proteftants  are  the  moft 
Bumerotts. 

WaHcntodt,   July  18- 

V^t  quitted  Salets  this  morningi  in  the  fame 
cart  in  which  we  arrived ;  and  it  would  have 
afforded  matter  of  fome  fpeculation,  to  obferve 
how  we  contrived  to  arrange  ourfelves,  our  fer« 
vants,  a  large  Newfoundland  dog*  and  the  bag<> 
gage,  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs  :  indeed  we  were 
lb  wedged  in,  that,  after  we  had  once  fixed  our-^ 
felves  in  our  fevcral  places,  it  was  almoft  impof- 
llble  to  ftir.  The  day  was  fuhry,  and  the  fun 
powerful,  the  road  bad,  and  the  cart  went  bare- 
ly at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour ;  but  the 
country  ftill  continued  fo  pi&urefque  and  moun- 
tainous ;  and  our  attention  was  fo  entirely  en- 
gaged with  the  perpetual  variety  of  objeds  it 
prefented  to  our  view,  as  to  make  us  forget 
the  inconveniences  of  our  equipage,  and  the 
exceflive  he»t  of  the  weather.  From  Trivabach, 
a  fmall  village  upon  the  Rhine,  we  walked  to 
Sargans,.  the  capital  of  a  bailliage  of  the 
fame  name,  belonging  to  the  eight  antient  can«< 
tons. 

Let  me  here  remark,  that  in  Switzerland  there 
are  two  forts  of  bailliages  :  the  one  confiding  of 
certain  didriSs,  into  which  all  the  ariftocratical 
cantons  are  divided ;  and  over  thefe  a  particular 
officer,  called  a  bailiff  is  appointed  by  govern- 
ment, to  which  he  is  accountable  for  his  admi- 
niftration :   the  other  fort  are  the  territories  that 

do 
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do  not  make  part  of  the  diftrids  of  the  cantons, 
but  are  fubjed  to  two  or  more  of  them,  who  by 
turns  appoint  a  bailif.  This  officer,  when  not 
reftraincd  by  the  peculiar  privilege  of  certain 
diftri&s,  has  the  care  of  the  police,  jurifdidion 
in  civil  and  criminal  caufes  with  fome  limita* 
tions  ;  and  enjoys  a  ftated  revenue  arifing  in  dif- 
ferent places  from  various  duties  and  taxes.  In 
cafe  of  exa&ion  or  mal-adminiftration,  an  appeal 
always  lies  from  the  bailif  to  the  cantons,  to 
which  the  bailliage  belongs :  and  the  place,  the 
time,  and  the  members  who  receive  the  appeal, 
are  regulated  with  the  utmoft  exadnefs.  With 
refpefb  to  this  of  Sargans,  and  the  others  belong- 
ing to  the  eight  ancient  cantons  conjointly ;  at 
the  concluHon  of  the  general  diet  held  annually 
at  Frauenfield  in  Thurgau,  the  deputies  of  thefe 
cantons  refolve  themfelves  into  a  Syndicate,  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  the  public  revenues  as 
delivered  by  the  bailif s  of  the  refpeaive  diftrids, 
and  receive  and  judge  all  appeals  ;  in  fome  cafes, 
finely  ;  but  in  the  more  important  caufes,  an  ap- 
peal Ues  from  this  affbmbly  to  the  fuperior  tribu- 
nal pf  each  canton.  The  theory  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  has  a  plaufible  appearance  of  impartiality : 
but  how  far  the  praftice  accords  with  the  theory, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  Whether  a  bai- 
lif,  who  is  guilty  of  extortion,  is  eafily  brought 
to  juftice,  or  mpre  eafily  fcrcened  ?  how  far  the 
members  of  the  Syndicate  are  liable  to  influence, 
or  open  to  corruption  ?  how  far  the  expence  of 
appeals  renders  them  in  many  cafes  impradica- 
ble  to  the  poorer  inhabitants?  are  queftions 
which  cannot  be  anfwered  but  by  a  per- 
fon  well  informed  concerning  thefe  courts  of 
juftice. 

Vol.  I.  D  Wc 
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Wc  arrived  late  at  the  town  of  Wallenftadt  r 
it  i%  incorporated  into  the  baiUiage  of  Sargans, 
but  enjoys  fcvcral  diftind  privileges*    This  little 
town  derives,  its  exiftence  from  tide  paflfage  of  the 
merchandife  tranfported  fr6ni  Germany  through 
the  Grifoiis  to  Italy.     This  communication  oc- 
caiion^  the  frequent  refort  of  Italian  merchants ;: 
and  that  language  is  underftood  by  many  of  th^ 
inhabitlants;    Our  landlord  fpeal&s  Italian,  an4  /  '. 
has  been  very  accurate  in  his   anfwcrs   to  mv 
queftions  relating  to  the  number  of  the  inhabit 
tants,  the  government  of  v  the  tovn,^  it^  depen^ 
dence  upon  the  "baiUfj/and  it  privileges^'    Nor^,'^, 
i«  this*  a  matter  of  -wonder :  for  the  innkeepers  ini .    •*. '  * 
Switzerland  are  mpftly  burghers^  ancUre  freapent*  \    . :  . 
ly  membcf  8  of  the  fovcreign  council ;  arid,  .from"  ,  »    . 
the  very  nature  of  jheiir  :govqriio>ent8,  tbp  jSwifs*  r   /  . 
in  general  arc  ^ell  informed  of  their  particufer-'*         , 
conftitutjons.    1  have  ?^ifo.  h^  i^long  coiiverfa-:*  .;  *    . 
tion    with  a  nitive/of 'Glarus,    who  his^'fur-       •'.. . 
nifhetl  .me  with  ^nuch  information-, in  relation   ,     V 
to  that  canton:    ^raich  wc -purixyfe '  vifiti'ng  to- , .-  ' 
morrow*     1  ctxdcavour  to  'afcertaih  the  trijth  Vf-^  U 
of  thefe  infprmaticms,   bj^ . .procuring, a^^^  mahy/.-.Vf  i  ** 
as  I  can.  frcw  difiisr<nt-ipcrf6ns':Qf  a&  ^fenW  j-*.:' v"; 
artd  then  comparing  ;;the.m/Wiftl^thc*  \frhten/a^i  ;:r"  X:  • 

..   The.-lake^of  Wallcnff^df  ,rs  kpout  t>v<;I^.mil»-    ;".'.  ^ 
Si  lengthy  And'two-'ia:  breacfth i^' it;  wV::cit4r?iy  .'.  .;'--*: 
bounded  by  high  mbuiatjains;  .cxap;t  to'the  eaft;,".\y  v 
end  ^tOi.    From ' this  .fiiuafiqd,  r ai. b'r.tfc2C;!genO' ^^  .' Vv . • 
rally  blows  from \tb*ofe;;tw<^  beginning;".  «•'":. 

.  a^  break  of  d^y,  ai^:5caitirkAliti|i  ^^^^^  ;  Z  "*'/';• 


luke  rf  WalUnJiadU  35 

.then  changes  from  weft  to  eaft  till  fun-fet :  this 
breeze  is  very  convenient  for  the  tranfportation 
ofthe  mcrchandifc.  Sbmetirncs  hdwever  a  vio- 
lent, north-wind  ruihes  down  from  tbe  mountains, 
ami  renders  the  navigation  dangeroos.  W6  were 
affurcd  by  the  inhabitants,  ^and  by  the  watermen 
wb6  rowed  us  from  Wallenftadt  to  this  place, 
rthat  tbe  Breeze  abovemcntioned  tvas*  generally. 

•  conftaiit:  ^lU  wc  cannot* atteft  ijt  from  our  Own 
experience ;  as  tve  fet .  out '  this  .  tnorning  abbut 
eight,  and  the  wind  wis^dirtftly  contrary  the  . 
,wbofe  way,  blowing  frqin  weft  tp;  efaft.     The 

>'Dreath*cr,'k  is  true^'  Ws^  .heavy,   ovcrcaft,    and 
.  !;raiay,  whi<h  Qiight  cauf^rpertiap^tlus  occ^fional 

•variation.-...    •     .   •.-  ;•  •.-.*; 

:'\  .  •Thp'fccncfy'of  Ae  lake  is^'utfcomfnonly'wild  * 

♦  'jaiulrpifetureifquey -sihd  affords^^,  perpetual-  variety 
'•.  <^  beautiful  aaJ  rofnantlc  fceties. ;  On  -the'  fide 

of  CUaciis;  the  mountaiha  Vhfchfbrm  its  bor- 
deirfl^,  arc; ctiieflly  cultivated;  •  enriched  with  wood 
or  fia6,  taeadpws  f  and  jftudded.  •^ith  liottages^ 

.  churches,. a'*^'f'^^'^y^^??g^5^^^        -^psof Glarus*  - 
;,'riiing.  behind,  •  their"  tops;  fcqycred  with  fnoxu^. 
V/On  thc.qtj^rt  fiie',  .%yth^  thetockg 

.;:aJrfegl:otefquc,;Graggyj4n  pcrpendi- 

•';  'cubr. :•  •  tnit  liisfdtod'thefe a  fe^  necks 

'  of:;  Ia£id  arcfo'fitff^^-^t  tbe  very  edgs  of  th^.  lake,  • 
aftd  at;the*bdttoiqi''of^-t^  rotks  ; /cxblbil'p' 

.     Vitfg.iV  beautifulctDptraft  t^^^^  aiDQve 

,rai^  ^round^' tbefft.''/..Kumbericf&    water-falls, 
*   ^QC^Oo^ve^bythemifeltlftgof'th^ 
t^'^-iiHc^  oftfetftountains^ 
V  AlC;  beighty  and-  witft'an;.  atlmpft.inobnde 
(variety  j:  •  fo^e   af  \  /tbem*;  fcdnaing    to  ;  glidfc 
.'gently  .in 'Otcula^r/direaioiis^  forming 

'  .viitl  torrcxitis,-  Ta^d  VufHIng  into;  thfe  .  like  with 
'  /''    '  X      :•*.•.•*•"  P ^'      -.      -^    ....    noifc 
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noife  and  violence :  all  of  them  changing  thfeit 
form  and  their  pofition  as  we  approached  or  re* 
ceded  from  them.  The  lake  is  exceedingly  clear,^ 
deepi  and  cold,  and,  as  we  were  informed,  is 
never  frozen. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  this  place  i 
being  a  fmall  village  (ituated  almoft  upon  the 
point  where  the  Mat  iflues  from  the  lake  of  Wal- 
leniladt :  that  little  river  is  joined  by  the  Linth^ 
and  both  united  falU  under  the  name  of  Limmat, 
into  the  lake  of  Zuric. 

I    am,  &c* 


LETTER 
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fbe  Cantm  of  Glaruf. 


Glarus,  July  19. 

HE  canton  of  Glarus  was  formerly  fubjcft 
to  the  abbefs  of  the  convent  of  Seckinguen  in 
Suabia  :  the  people  however  enjoyed  very  con- 
iiderablc  privileges  and  a  democratical  form  of 
government,  under  the  adminiftration  of  a 
mayor,  appointed  by  the  abbefs,  but  chofen 
among  the  inhabitants.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  emperor  Rodolph 
I.  obtained  the  exclufive  adminiftration  of  juftice  ; 
and  iiot  long  afterwards  his  fon  Albert,  having 
purchafed  the  mayoralty,  which  had  gradually 
become  hereditary,  re-united  in  his  perfon  the 
whole  civil  and  judicial  authority.  Accordingly 
that  prince,  and  his  immediate  defcendents  the 
dukes  of  Auftria,  opprefied  the  people,  and 
ruled  over  them  with  an  abfolutc  fway.  In  1350 
Schweitz,  affifted  by  Zuric,  Lucerne,  Uri,  and 
Undcrwaldcn,  expelled  the  Auftrians  from  the 
^nton  of  Olarus,  and  re-eftabliflied  the  de- 
mocracy* 
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mocracy. .  GlariJs  ^hen  entered  into  a  ^rpetual 
alliance  \yith  its  deliverers,  aind  was  received" 
into  the  Helvetic  confederjicy  with  fome  reftric* 
tioiis,  which  were  hot  abolifhed  until  1450.  At 
that  time  it  was  the  fixth  canton,  but  is  now  the 
kft  in  rank  of  the  eight  antient  cantons,,  as  they 
are  called ;  beinjsf  fo  diftingui(hed,  becaule,  fronx 
the  acceffion  of  Zug  and  Berne  in  i^S'^^  more- 
than  a  century  elapfcd  before  a  new  member 
was  admitted.  Thefc  .  antient  cantons  have 
alfo  feveral  privileges  fuperior  to  the  five  others; 
the  latter  having  fubmitted  to  iome  particular 
reftridions,  upon  their  reception  into  the  Helvetic 
league.*. 

The  people  of  Glarus  enjoyed-  their  Hbertieof 
.  unmolefted  till  13S8,  when  the  Auihians  made* 
an  inuptioii  into  the  canton,  with  ^  force  fuffi--. 
cicnt,    as   they   arrogantly-  thought,   totally,  to 
fubdiie  it ;  pillaging  the  country,  and  ihafiacring. 
the  inhabitants.     It  was  then  that  three  hlmdred 
and   fifty   troops » of  Glarus,    affijfted  by  thirty 
Switzers,  '  rjsfm^d  •  the   virhdle   ftrcrigth   pf  tho 
Auftrian  army :    the  fdripcr  Wete  pofted  adyan- 
tageoufly  upon  the  mountains:,  and  tHe  latter,  Ic' 
the  nijmber  of  fifteen  tht)uf2^ndj  at  a  village  caH- 
cd  Naefels.'    In  this  iituatio.n  the  Auftoans.'be^an  . 
th^  attack  J  but  werefoon  cbinpelled   to  retreat 
with  great   precipitation,  by  a  (hower  of  Hones  •; 
poured  upon  them  from  the  heights.:  \n  tKis.mo»> 
ment  of  confiifioii,  the  inhabitants  rOiEheid  down, 
upon  the  enemy  with  fiich  redoubted  fury,^  that: 
they  broke  their  ranks;  and,  aft.fer/antmmenfc* 
flaughter,  forcqd.  the  remainder  to  TCtitefrotri the  . 
canton.     Thefe  furprifing  vifliories,  gkiried  by  a  ^ 
handful  oi  men  agaihft  an  enemy  .fo  niuch  fupc- 
rior  in  number  (inftancc? '  oh  which  are  by  no 

means 
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means  rare  in  tlu:  hiilory  of  Switzerland)  render 
the  wonderful  combats  of  Marathon  and  Plataea, 
when  the  Greeks  rcpalfed  the  numerous  hofts  of 
the   whole  Periian  empire^    perfedly  credible. 
The  fame  loye  of  independence,  the  fame  dread 
of  fla very,  and  the  fame  attachment  to  their, 
country  animated  the  rcfpcdive  nations  to  the 
fame  deeds  pf  heroifm;  and  in  t>oth  inftances 
nftory  was  foUowed  by  tijc  fame  glorious  con- 
fequences  :  for  the  Swifs^,  as  ^di  as  the  Greeks, 
otREe  the  rife  and  prefervation  of  their  liberties  to 
that  magnatntmous  and  determined  valour,  which 
jprefers  death  to  living  upder  the  ferviie  domina- 
tion pf  an  sffbitrary  defpot. ..  The  people  (till  cg* 
lebrater  the  anniverfary  of  this  vidory,  which 
infured  their  ihdc^periidei^cc :  and  I  faw  near  thie . 
village  .of  NsfeU.  feveral  ftoAes,  with  no  other 
infcription  than- 138 ii:    an  infer iption  which  no 
more  requires  explanation,  to '  an  inhabitant  of 
jStk^  cannon,,  than  the  glorious. 3&ra  of  1688,  to 
'an  £nglifiimaai 

;   .In  the  iiicteenth /Century,  the  re/oi-mation  was 

tntfoduced  into,  this  canton,  b.ut  not  excluiively : 

both  religions  are  tolerated,  and  the  two  fefts 

live  togicthcr  in  the  greateft  harmony :  an  union 

^he*  more/remarkable^.  whcA  we  confider  the  fatal 

quarjcels  that  hav<;'!been  kindled  in  Switzerland^ 

bn- aecouiit!  of  religious  t'enaets);and  that  in  Ap<» 

/penzcl  we   iiicifion   bcween  ^he  two  lefts  .is 

'.'diflinaiyvmaYfced  by  their  inhabiting  different 

'; diftricU^  andlivin^'tinder  fcpara^    governments. 

Ifl  '  reyeral-parts^of.  this  canton,  the  Proteftants 

and  Catbojlcs  fticcefiively  perform  fervice  in  the 

lame  chuHrchv  and  all  the  bfficei  of  (late  ar6  ami- 

•Cably  adfipiWftcrcd  by  the  two  ps^rticf.     During 

ihe  preiGem  ahd  prqcodihg  centiiry,   the  Protef- 

.■."•'  Unts 
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tants  have  increafed  confiderably  in  i^umbcr; 
and  their  induftry,  in  every  branch  of  commerce, 
is  greatly  fuperior :  an  evident  proof  how  much 
the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
fetter  the  genius,  and  dcprcfs  the  powers  of 
exertion. 

The  government  is  entirely  democratical : 
every  perfon  at  the  age  of  iixtccn  has  a  vot^  in 
the  Landfgeweindi  or  general  aflcmbly,  which  is 
annually  held  in  an  open  plain.  This  affembly 
ratifies  new  laws ;  lays  contributions ;  enters  into 
alliances  -,  declares  war  ;  and  makes  peace.  The 
Landamman  is  the  chief  of  the  republic,  and  is 
chofen  alternately  from  the  two  fefts  j  with  this 
difference,  that  the  Proteftant  remains  thre^  years 
in  office,  the  Catholic  only  two.  The  manner  of 
eledion  is  as  follows :  five  candidates  chofen  by 
the  people  draw  lots  for  the  charge.  The  other 
great  officers  of  flate,  and  the  bailifs,  are  taken 
alfo  by  lot  from  a  certain  number  of  candidates 
propofed  by  the  people.  The  executive  power 
is  vefled  in  the  council  of  regency,  compofed  of 
forty-eight  Proteftants,  and  fifteen  Catholics ; 
each  fedt  has  its  particular  court  of  juftice ;  and, 
when  there  are  any  law-fuits  between  two  perfons 
of  different  religions,  the  cafting  voice  among 
the  five  or  nine  judges,  who  arc  to  determine 
the  caufc,  is  always  of  the  fame  religion  as  the 
defendant. 

Cattle,  cheefe,  and  butter,  conftitute  the 
principal  commerce  of  the  canton.  The  cattle 
are  fed  in  fummer  upon  the  Alps  :  and  it  is  com- 
puted that  ten  thoufand  head  of  large  cattle,  and 
four  thoufand  (heep,  are  paftured  during  that 
feafon  upon  the  mountains  belonging  to  the  can- 

toq. 
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ton.     The  inhabiunts  alfo  manufa&ure  linen 
and  muflins. 

Among  the  exports  a  confiderable  article  is 

flate ;    with  "which  the  canton   abounds.      The 

principal  quarry  is  in  the  valley  of  Sernft,  where 

large  ihitcs  are   dug  up  that  fcrve  for  tables* 

Thcfc  quarries,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  David 

Pennant,  once  fumiflied  Great  Britain  with  flates 

for  writing,  or  accomptants  ilates  ;  but  this  trade 

is  entirely  loft.     Of  late  they  have  been  prepared 

from  the  great  flate  quarries  in  Cacrnarvonfbire, 

the  property  of  Lord  Pcnryn  ;  and  with  fuch  Tuc- 

cefs,  as  bids  fair  to  extend  this  article  of  con)*^ 

mercc  over  moft  part  of  Europe. 

I  am  juft  returned  to   Glarus,    after  having 
made  an  excurfion  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
canton  :    it  is  entirely  enclofed  by  the  alps,  ex- 
cept towards  the  north  ;    and  there  is  no  other 
entrance  but   through  this  opening,   which  lies 
between  the  lake  of  Wallenftadt  and  the  moun- 
tains feparating  this  canton  from  that  of  Schweitz* 
Paflcngers  indeed  may  in  fummer  traverfe  tbefe 
alps  to  the  Grifon^  on  one  fide,  and  to  Uri  on 
the  other :  but  thefe  paths  are  in  winter  abfolute- 
ly  impradicable.    At  the  entrance   abovcmen- 
tioned,  the  canton  reaches,  from  the  banks  of' 
the  Linth  to  the  fartheft  extremity  of  its  alps, 
about  thirty  miles ;    forming  a  valley,  which  be- 
comes narrower  as  you  advance,  and  is  fcarcely 
more  than  a  mu(ket-(hot  in  breadth  at  the  burgh 
of  Glarus.    It  afterwards  opens  by  degrees  ;  and 
about  a  league  from  the  laft-mentioned  burgh,  is 
divided  by  the  Freyberg  mountains :  at  the  point 

Qf 
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of  this  divifioxi  the  two  rivers,  Linth  and  Sernft, 
unite. 

We  continued  through  the  largeft  o£  thefe 
vallies  ;  which,  though  very  narrow^  is  exceed- 
ingly populous.     You  have  been  at  Matlock  ia 
Derbyihire,   and  J  remember  your  admiration  of. 
its  beaudful  and  romantic  (ituation  :  the  fcenery 
of  this  valley  is  of  the  fame  cad,  but  infinitely 
more  pidurSfque,  more  wild,  more  varied,  and 
more  fjublime.     The  Linth  is  much  broader  and 
more  rapid  than  the  Derwent ;  and  the  hillocks 
of  the  Peake  are  mere  mole^hills  to  the  alps  of 
Glarus.     The  (tupendouS  chains   of  rocks,  are 
a^bfolutely.  perpendicular,  approach  one  another 
ib  iiear  and  are  fo  high,  that  the  fun  may  be  faid 
tofet,  even  in  fummer,  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 
On  each  fide  are  numbers  of  thpfe  water-falls  we 
fo  much  admired  during  our  paflfage  over  the  lake 
of  Wallenftadt ;  one  in  particular,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Ruti,  that  foamed  down  the  fteep  fides  of 
a  mountain,  froni  the  midft  of  a  hanging  grove 
of  trees.  ^  I  was  fo:  captivated  .w.ith  thbfe  enchant- 
ing fccnes,  that  L  Could  not  help  flopping  every 
moment  to  admire  them  :   and  pur  guide,   not 
conceiving  it  poffible  that  thefe  delays  cpulj^  be 
owing  to  any  other  eaufe  than  the  lazincfs  of 
his  horfe,  never  failed  to  ftrike  the  poor  beaft. ; 
and  continually  awakened  me  out  of  my  rap- 
turous contemplations  ;'  ahd.  il  was  fomctime 
before  I  could  make  him   comjprehejid  that    t 
flopped  by  choice,  and  wilhed  to  continue  my- 
own  pace.      After  having  rode  about  ten-  miles, , 
we  quitted  our  horfes.  and  walked.     Near  Leu - 
•gelbach,  'a  confiderable  wvulot-  is  foroij^d  by  two 
Itream?.,  burfting  from,  the  ground  at  the  foot  of 
a.mouutiiiily  which  after  a ^w  pacesunite^  aiid 

;    .  •  •  /•  ••  \ ''  ■■  v«- fall 
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fell  iato  the  Linth :  beflde  tfacfe  t^o  principal 
branches^  feveral  fmaller  fpriags,  and  liumberlefs 
little  fountains,  gu(h  from  the  rock.'p— The  clear- 
nefis  of  the  flreams  4  their  rapidity  ^nd  murmuring 
found ;  the  trees  that  hang  over  the  point  from 
vhence  they  ifiue  ;  the  rude  rocks  above  ;  the 
rich  meadows  and  fcattered  hami^ts — all  together 
form  an  aflemblage  of  the  mod  lively  and  plea- 
fing  objefts  that  ever  entered  into  a  beautiful 
hndfcape.    - 

I  am  informed  by  David  Pennant,  £fq.  that 
falmons  force  their  way  annually  from  tbefea  as 
high  as  this  river,  to  depbiit  their  fpawn.  Their 
prbgrefs  is  up  the  Rhine,  and  out  of  that  noble  , 
river  up  the  Aar,  and  through  the  lake  of  Zuric 
into  the  Lintl>  -;  aeourfc  of  many  hundred  miles. 
They  are  taken  in  thefe  diftant  parts  in  Septem- 
.  ber  and  Odober;  and  about  the  fize  of  teVen- 
teen  or' twenty  pounds  weights . 

We  croflcd  the  Linth  feveral  times/ which 

ruflies  with  all   the  violence  of  a  torrent ;  and 

cauie  at. length  t5  a4^  amphitheatre  of  mbiin* 

tains,  wh^re.  the  valley  ended. :  5a  onr  right-hand 

a  fall  more  confiderabie  than  any  we  had  yef  feen, 

tumbling .  down  perpemikularly  over  a  bare  rock 

in  a  brgc.body  :of  water;,  the  alps  on  each  fide  . 

crowned  with   ihacceOlble- fordU, .  and  covered 

witb  everhfUng  fiipw  )  .before  us  a  pyfamidical 

moamarn j  bare  and  craggy  ;  and  tlie  glaciers  of 

Gkfus  clofmg-  the  vipw.     Here  the  valley,  and 

(be  habitable  part  of  the  canton,  terminate.    Wc 

tbcn  quitted  rlAie  plain  y   and  afcending  throbgh  a 

mid  foreft  .6f  beech  abd  pines,  continued  more 

thari  ah  hour  inbuming  a  very  fteep  and  fugged 

path,  tiir.y^  came  to  thi^  P4fl[tcn.Bruck,  abridge 

over  the  catir^a  that  Jc)rajrs  the  Linth,  which  is 

'.  .•  V  *•••';'•  *'  ^    .  '  *  •    here" 
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here  called  the  Sand^bach  :  it  roars  from  the 
glacier  down  the  fteep  mountain  in  one  unbroken 
fall ;  and,  a  little  way  before  its  arrival  under 
the  bridge,  works-  itfelf  a  fubterraneous  paflage 
through  the  rock,  where  it  is  loft  only  to  appear 
again  with  increafed  violence  and  precipitation. 
The  bridge  is  a  fingle  arch  of  ftone,  of  about 
feventy  feet  in  length,  thrown  over  a  precipice  of 
above  three  hundred  feet  in  depth.  It  ferves  as 
a  commuication  with  the  upper  alps,  and  is  the 
paflage  for  the  cattle  which  are  fed  ^ere  during 
the  fummer  months  ;  on  the  other  fide  fome  goats 
came  jutnping  around  us,  and  feemed  to  wel- 
come us  to  their  dreary  habitations.  Thefe 
mountains  are  covered  with  a  great  variety  of 
rare  plants,  which  made  nie  regret  that  I  had  not 
purfued  my  botanical  ftudies^  As  I  leaned  upon 
the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  and  looked  down  into 
the  chafm  beneath,  my  head  almoft  turned  giddy 
with  the  height.  The  rock,  down  which  the 
Sand^bach  drives,  is  compofed  of  iJate.  After 
we  had  continued  fome  time  iid  miring  the  fub- 
lime  horror  of  the  fccncry,  we  defcendcd  into  the 
valley,  and  made  a  hearty  meal  upon  fome  ex- 
cellent bread,  honey,  butter,  and  milk,  which 
a  neighbouring  cottage  fupplied.  As  the  can- 
ton almoft  entirely  confifts  of  rich  micadows,  the 
milk  and  t>utter  are  delicious  ;  and  th«  honey  of 
thofe  mountainous  countries  is  moft  exquifite. 
Nothing  delights  me  fo  much  as  theinfide  of  a 
Swifs  cottage  :  all  thofe  I  have  hitherto  vifited, 
convey  the  livelicft  image  of  cleanlinefs^  cafe,  and 
fimplicity  ;  and  cannot  but  ftrongly  imprefs  upon 
the  obfcrvcr  a  moft  pleafmg  convidion  of  the 
pcafant's  happincfs, 
•  If 
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If  I  had  never  feen  thefe  little  demacfaitical 
ftates,  I  could  have  formed  no  idea  of  the  gene-' 
ral  equality  and  indiftindion  that  prevails  among 
the  inhabitants.  All  the  houfes,  like  thofc  of 
Appenzely  are  built  of  wood  ;  large,  folid,  and 
compad,  with  great  penthoufe  roofs  that  hang 
very  low,  and  extend  beyond  the  area  of  the 
foundation.  This  peculiar  ftru&ure  is  of  ufe  to 
keep  off  the  fnow  ;  and,  from  its  (ingularity, 
accords  furprifingly  with  the  beautiful  wildnefs 
of  the  country.  The  houfes  of  the  richer  inha- 
bitants in  the  principal  burghs,  are  of  the  fame 
materials :  the  only  difference  confifts  in  their 
being  larger. 

If  that  fort  of  government  be  confeffedly  the 
beft,  which  conftitutes  the  greateft  good  of  the 
grcateft  number  in  the  community ;  thefe  little 
ftatcs,  notwithflanding  the  natural  defeds  of  a 
democratical  conftitution,    may  juftly  claim  a 
large  fliare  of  our  approbation.     General  liberty, 
general  independence,  and  an  exemption  from 
arbitrary   taxes,  are  bleilings  which  amply  com- 
penfate  for  a  want  of  thofe  refinements  that  are 
introduced  by  opulence  and  luxury.    However, 
it  is  only  in  thefe  fmall  republics,  and  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  fociety,  that  this  kind  of  general  demo- 
cracy can  have   place.     And  although  the  ma- 
chine of  government  is  confiderably  clogged  by 
the  variety  of  wheels  required  to  put  it  into  mo- 
tion  ;  yet  it  is   not  neccffary   that  its  decifions 
fbould  be  fudden  and  expeditious  :  for,  as  there 
is  no  fear  of   an  invafion,  and  as  the  people  have 
no  conquefts  either  to  make  or  to  defend  ;   their 
principal  policy  confifts  in  maintaining  their  in- 
dcpendence,  and  in  preferving  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

The 
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The  pplice  is  well  regulated  throughout  Swit- 
zerland ;  and  even  in  thefe  democratical  ftates^ 
liberty  does  not  often  degenerate  into  Iicentiouf- 
ncfs  :  we  may  except,  perhaps,  the  day  of  their  ge- 
neral affemblies,  when  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent 
fome  degree  of  confufiort  in  a  meeting  where 
th^re  h  fcarcety  any  diftiriftion  of  perfons  ;  and 
where  every  peafant  conSders  himfeif  as  equal  to  ' 
the  firft  maglftrate. 

Our  hoft  is  an  open-hearted,  Tioneft  Swifs :  he 
brings  his  pint  of  wine,  £ts  down  to  table  with 
us,  and  chats  Mf^ithout  tbeieaft.  ceremony.'  There 
is  a  certain  forwa^neis.ofltl^is  kind  which  i&  in- 
fuppprtable* wbep  it  apparently  is  the  effcft.^f  im- 
pertinent, curiofity,  or  fawning.pfecioufnefst  but 
tlie  prefent  inftahce  of .  frank  familiarity,  arifing 
from  a  riiind  confcious  6riB;natural  equality^ 
and  uncohftrained  by  arbitrary  dtftin&ipns,  is 
highly  plcafing-;  las  the  fimpic  demeanour  of  •jita^  • 
fopbifticate^.  nature  is  far  preferable  to  th^.falfe  ' 
Tcfitiemeuts  of  artificial  mannerfii . 


'    I.a%  icc.^ 
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in>e  Abb^  of  J^inJuilinr^Raffer/ciwi* 


We  could  not  pais  through  this  part  of 
the  .country^  withobt.  making  a  pilgrimage 
to  Eihfidlin,  and  paying  pur  refpeds  to  this  cc- 
.lebmcd  flirine  :  im  objed  of  much .  devodoU 
among  the  Cathciii^* ;  Einfiidlio, .  or  Jfot/r  Dame 
iu  Hermiiesj  is  V  rich  and  magnifi^ei)t  abbey  of 
Beoedt£Hnc8  in.  thjs;  camon  pF  Schweitz,.  vrbic& 
ow!^  its  cdebrity  to  the^  Vniraciilqus  image,  as  it 
«  called, .  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  ridiculbu»* 
talcs  they  relate  of  the  origin  and  aggrandise- 
ment of  this  abbey^  are  fp  many  mehacholy  in** 
ftaaces  of  the  Credulity  of  thfe  idai[kef  ages ;  that 
they  areftill  believca:  in  the  prefcnt  enlightened 
Century,  tnuft  tMB.sittribi^tc^^^^  the  force  of  ha- 
bltuat  piejudice  ;  and,  at  v  the  fame  time  proves, 
^  how  .difficult  it  i^  for  the  hujnan  mind  to  (hake 
off  tfe^c  fupcrftiticfus  errors^  "which  it  has  early 
iinblbcd'under'tllc.  name  bif.  religion*    •      -; 

In  |he  nmth  century;  a- certain  hermit  called 

Mcihrad,  was  the  firft  who  retired  to  this  place, 

where  he.  built  a  chapel,  andwas  alTaifmated  by 

■     V     .  robbers* 
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robbers.  But  (hall  I  tell  you,  or,  (what  is  more 
to  the  purpofc)  will  you  believe  me  if  I  tell  you, 
that  this  murder  was  difcovcrcd  by  two  crows, 
who  followed  the  aflafTms  to  Zuric,  where  they 
were  feized  and  executed  ?  Soon  after,  the  dead 
body  of  St.  Meinrad  of  courfe  works  miracles  ; 
ai)d  all  the  world  pilgrimifes  to  his  bones.  The 
fan£tity  of  this  place  being  thus  eftabliibed,  fome 
one  (for  whether  it  were  St.  Benno  or  St.  Eber- 
hard,  or  what  other  faint  I  cannot  precifcly  deter- 
mine^ conftrufted  another  chapel,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  and  laid  the  firfl  foundation 
of  the  abbey  ;  having  bequeathed  for  that  purpofe 
his  whole  fortune :  and  the  pious  fund  was  foon 
^gulftderably  augmented  by  fubfequent  donations. 
Snail  I  tell  you  alfo,  that  in  948,  Conrad,  bifhop 
of  Conftance,  as  he  was  going  to  confecrate  the 
chapel,  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  afluring  him, 
that  God  himfelf  had  confecrated  it  ?  Whatever 
was  its  origin,  and  whoever  was  its  founder ; 
crouds  of  pilgrims  refort  hither  from  all  quarters 
to  adore  the  Virgin,  and  to  prefent  their  offer- 
ings :  and  it  is  computed,  that  upon  the  mod 
moderate  calculation,  their  number  amounts 
yearly  to  1 00,000.  The  circumjacent  country 
was  formerly  a  continued  foreft,  which  fmce  the 
eredion  of  the  abbey  has  been  gradually  con- 
verted into  rich  paftures  and  beautiful  meadows  : 
and  this  is  a  miracle  which  the  Virgin,  in  a 
certain  fenfe,  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  per- 
formed. 

Auguft   I. 

I  have  juft  been  vifiting  the  abbey,  the  chapel 
of  the  Virgin,  and  her  immenfc  treafures.  The 
church  of  the  abbey  is  a  large  and  magniftcent 

building, 
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boiiding,  but  exhibits  a  remarkable  fpecxmen  of 
ialfe  tafte,  by  being  loaded  with  bad  paintings^ 
and  fuperfluous  ornaments.  In  the  aile  not  far 
from  the  entrance,  is  a  fmatl  and  -elegant  marble 
chapel  of  the  Corinthian  order :  this  is  the  ccle- 
brated  Ihrine  of  the  Virgin,  to  which  the  pilgrims 
refort.  On  the  outfide  an  angel  fupports  the  fol- 
lowing infcription : 

Hie  eft  plena  remffio  ptccatman  omnium  a  cuipd  et  pcend. 

Over  the  door  is  a  plkte  of  filver  with  five  holes, 
into  which  I  faw  feveral  perfons  thrufting  their 
fingers,  and  praying  at  the  fame  time  with  great 
fervour  :  upon  inquiry  I  found,  that  the  credit 
lous  people  believed  thefe  boles  to  be  the  marKr 
of  God's  fingers.  In  the  infide  of  this  chapel  is 
the  image  of  the  Virgin,  which  vies  with  the  lady 
of  Loretto  in  beauty  of  countenance ;  her  face, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  child  fhe  hold  in  her' arms, 
being  black.  She  is  richly  apparelled,  and 
changes  her  garment  every  week ;  her  wardrobe 
confiding  of  fifty-two  different  fuits. 

The  riches  of  the  ireafuty  arc  immenfe  ;  con- 
taining numbcrlefs  offerings  of  gold,  filver,  and 
precious  flones,  arranged  in  the, mod  ridiculous 
manner ;  alfo  fcuUs  and  bones  fumptuoufly  or- 
namented ;  whole  Ikclctons  of  faints  in  mafque- 
rade,  and  of  ladies  with  ruffles,  fly-caps,  and 
fplendid  apparel  as  if  drcfTed  for  a  ball.  What 
a  wretched  infult  upon  poor  human  nature !  I 
could  not  help  confidering  them  with  a  mixture 
of  pity  and  indignation,  as  the  offerings  of  ig- 
norance before  the  fhrine  of  bigotry  and  fupcr- 
llition.  The  miracles  which  the  Virgin  has 
wrought  in  this  country  are  infinite,  if  we  may 

Vol.  !•  E  "      judge 
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judge  from  the  numerous  figures  of  earsy  eyer^ 
legs,  armSy  heads,  &c.  prefented  by  thofe»  wba 
fancied  themfelves  refpeftively  cured  in  thofe  fe- 
veral  members,  by  the  power  of  this  wonder- 
working image. 

I  was  glad  however  to  find,  in  the  taidd  of 
this  fuperftitiotis  trumpery,  a  good  library,  which 
contained  fome  fine  editions  of  the  clafficsir 

In  this  place  there  is  a  confiderable  traffic  in 
rofaries,  croflcs,  and  little  irnag^ ;  and  there 
are  rows  of  (hops,  where  nothing  is  to  be  pur- 
chafed  but  thefe  neceifary  appendages  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion  :  it  has  all  the  appearance 
of  a  fair*  There  is  alfo  a  room  in  the  abbey, 
jjjdicjre  the  fame  kind  of  merchandife  is  expofed  to 
^e  ;  and  one  of  the  friars  attends  to  receive  your 
money,  and  very  gravely  aflfures  you,  that  the 
fev^ral  articles  have  touched  the  facred  image* 
Among  other  curiofities  of  this  kind,  I  purchafed 
two  nbands.  for  two  pence  each,  with  the  fol- 
lowing infcription  upon  them :  Ce  Ruban  entier^ 
eji  la  hngueur ;  jufqu^au  fruit  sft  Vefatffeur^  de 
t image  de  noire  datiie  dei  bemiiteu  U  a  touehi 
Vintage  mracuieufe. 

This  abbey  is  very  rich,  and  has  confiderable 
revenues  in  the  canton  of  Zuxic.  I'he  abbot, 
who  is  titular  prince  of  the  German  empire,  is 
eleded  by  fixty  Bencdidines^  that  form  th* 
chapter. 

As  I  walked  to  this  celebrated  convent,  I 
found  the  whole  way  mrnilhed  with  ftalls,  pro- 
vided  with  cakes,  whey,  and  other  refrelhments 
for  the  numerous  pilgrims  then  on  their  road. 
I  faw  ieveral  hundreds,  in  groups  of  d  liferent 
numbers  Some  confided  of  a  whole  pariOi,  at- 
tended  by  their    ipisitual   pailor.    More   than 
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9nce,  t  obfcrved  fome  grievous  fmner  drivoa 
from  iht  flock,  and  walking  at  a  diflance  count* 
{ng  his  beads,  bare-footed  and  bare-headed,  do- 
ing  full  penance  for  his  Crimes.  I  alfo  faw  fede- 
ral bevies  of  merry  damfels,  who  feemed  to  enjoy 
the  pilgrimage  as  much  as  Welfli  laflfes  reli(h  a 
ii^ke.  They  often  turned  into  the  little  chapelt 
which  lay  open  on  the  way,  and  wantonly  fpriuk« 
led  each  other  with  holy  water. 

This  day's  journey  reminded  me  of  Chaucer*8 
Tales,  in  which  he  exadly  defcrlbes  this  pilgri« 
mage,  in  his  account  of  that  to  the  Ihrine  of  bt. 
Thomas  of  Canterbury  : 

From  etfery  place  tht  piwt  rambler  $  Jlray^ 
But  meft  H  ff9od  EmfiSin  bend  their  wop  i 
TAere,  at  the  martyr^ tjkrine^  a  cure  they  find 
For  €Mchfick  h^,  ani each  Ivue-fich  mind, 

Rapperfchwyl^  A^ff  2. 

The  evening,  yefterday,  being  fine  and  cool^ 
1  walked  from  Einfidlin  to  this  place.  After  wc 
had  afcended  about  three  miles,  a  view  of  the 
lake  of  Zuric,  and  of  the  adjacent  country, 
opened  upon  us  at  once.  The  profpefl;  was  ex* 
tenfivc  and  beautiful :  the  folemn  ftillnefs  of  the 
evening,  the  calmnefs  of  the  lake,  and  the  tints 
of  thc^fetting  fun,  which  glowed  around  the  ho- 
rifon,  very  much  improved  its  charms.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  lake,  the  moon  began  to  rife  J 
and,  throwing  its  beams  acrofs  the  water,  formed 
another  fcenc,  more  mild  indeed,  but  not  Icfs  . 
affe^ing.  We  then  crofled  the  bridge  of  Rap- 
perfchwyU  ^^^^  over  the  narrowcft  part  of  the 
lake  :  it  mcafurcd  near  1700  paces.  The  town 
is  olcafantly  fituatcd  upon- a  neck  of  land  or  pro- 
£  %  montory. 
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xnontoiy.  It  formerly  threw  itfelf  under  rfic  pris^ 
te&ion  of  Uri,  Schwcitz,  Underwalden,  and 
Glarus,  with  a  refcrve  of  all  its  privileges  :  but 
thefe  cantons  fhamefuUy  opprefllng  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  encroaehing  upon  their  liberties ;  Zu- 
ric  and  Berne  took  poiTeilion  of  the  town  ia 
17 1 2,  and  reftored  its  antient  immunities.  From 
that  period  Rapperfchwyl  has-  continued  under 
the  prote£lion  of  Zuric,  Berne,  and  Gtarus ;  the 
latter  having  preferved  its  right  by  its  neutrality. 
By  this  treaty  jhc  town  having  recovered  its 
former  prerogatives,  the  inhabitants^  in  tefti- 
mony  of  their  gratitude,  placed  the  following 
infcription  over  the  gates :  Amicis  Tutoribus  Jloret 
libertas. 

This  fmall  republic  is  governed  by  a  great  and 
little  cquncil,  confiding  of  forty-eight  members. 
The  town  contains  two  hundred  burghers,  and 
afto^^  thoufand  inhabitants,  all  Catholics.  Its^ 
terrmry  is  about  a  league  in  circumference,  and 
comprehends  three  parifhes^ 

YourS)  &c* 
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TGwn  and  Canton  of  Zur^ic* 


Zuric,  Auguft  3. 

Yesterday  we  dined  luxurioufly  with  the 
Capuchin  friars  at  Rapper fchwyl,  who  feldom 
treat  their  gucfts  in  fo  fumptuoas  a  manner.  It 
was  one  of  their  great  feaft-days ;  and  they  re- 
galed us  with  every  variety  of  fiih,  with^which 
the  lake  and  the  neighbouring  rivers  abound. 
The  convent  (lands  upon  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  commands  an  agreeable  profpecl :  the  library 
is  by  far  the  pleafanteft  apartment,  though  not 
the  moft  frequented.  The  cells  of  the  monks  are 
fmall,  and  yet  not  inconvenient ;  but  cleanlinefs 
docs  not  fcem  to  conftitute  any  part  of  their 
moral  or  religion?  obfervances.  indeed  the  very 
habit  of  the  order  is  ill  calculated  fq^r  that  pur- 
pofc,  as  they  wear  no  fhirt  or  (lockings,  and  are 
clothed  in  a  coarfe  kind  of  brown  drugget  robe, 
which  trails  upon  the  ground.  Strange  idea  of 
fanftity !  as  if  dirt  could  be  acceptable  to  the 
Deity.  I  rcflcfted  with  particular  fatisfaftion, 
that  I  was  not  born  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church }  as  perhaps  the  commands  of  a 

parent. 
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parent,  a  fudden  difappointment,  or  a  momenta* 
ry  fit  of  cnthufiafm,  might  have  fent  me  to  a  con- 
vent of  Capuchins,  and  have  wedded  me  to  dirt 
and  fuperftition  for  life. 

After  dinner  we  took  leave  of  'our  hbfts,  and 
departed  for  Zuric  by  water :  the  lake  is  near 
ten  leagues  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  This 
body  of  water  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  not  near 
fo  large  as  that  of  Conftancc ;  but  the  borders  arc 
(ludded  more  thickly  with  villages  and  towns. 
The  adjacent  country  is  finely  cultivated  and  well 
peopled  ;  ^nd  the  fomhern  part  of  the  lake  ap- 
pears bounded  with  the  high  ftupendous  moun- 
tains of  Schweltz  and  Glarus :  the  fcenery  is  pic; 
turefque,  lively,  and  diverfified. 

Zuric  was  formerly  an  imperial  city,  and  ob- 
tained from  the  emperor  Frederic  11.  very  confix 
derablc  privileges ;  which  were  acknowledged 
and  augmented  by  fcveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.  The 
civil  vKtr  between  the  magiftrates  and  the  people, 
in  1335,  nearly  reduced  the  city  to,  ruins ;  but 
the  former  being  baniflied,  the  citizens,  in  1337, 
eflabliihed  a  new  form  of  government,  whicH 
was  confirmed  by  the  emperor  Louis  of  Bavaria. 
The  exiles,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts,  were 
at  length  rc-admitted ;  but  it  being  difcovered 
that  they  had  engaged  in  a  con(jpiracy  againft  the 
citizens,  they  were  put  to  death.  In  confequencc 
of  this  tranfadion,  the  nobles  in  the  neighbour- 
hood took  up  arms  againft  the  town  :  the  latter, 
after  having  ineffcSually  applied  for  affiftance  to 
the  emperor  Charles  IV.  formed  an  alliance  with 
Lucerne,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Undcrwalden,  and 
was  admitted  a  member  of  their  confederacy. 
This  event  happened  in  the  year  1351.  The 
four  cantons  yielded  the  pre-eminence  to  Zuric : 

a  privilege 
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a  pfivilcgc  It  enjoys  at  prcfent ;  being  the  firft 
<anton  in  rank,  and  the  mod  confiderable  in  ex* 
tent  both  of  territory  and  pawer  next  to  Berne. 
In  the  fame  year  Zuric  was  aflifted  by  the  four 
cantons  againft  Albert  diike  of  Auftria,  who 
befieged  the  town,  asid  was  xepulfed  with  great 

Jofs- 

Zuric  was  the  iirft  tdwn  m  Switzerland,  that 
feparated  from  the  church  of  Rome.;  being  con- 
Tcrted  by  the  arguments  of  Zuingle.  Of  all  the 
reformers  (the  mild  and  elagant  iVfelancthon 
alone  excepted)  Zuingle  feams  to  merit  peculiar 
efteem^  he  pofiefled,  to  a  great  degree,  that 
ipirit  of  mceknefs,  moc^ration,  and  charity, 
Tvbich  are  the  charst^^eriftics  of  true  Chriftianity ; 
and,  amid  all  the  difputes  between  the  Lu* 
therans  and  the  reformed  churches,  was  a  con* 
ftant  advocate  for  peace  and  reconciliation.  He 
appears  indeed  to  have  been  perfedly  free,  ai 
well  from  that  narrow  bigotry  which  makes 'no 
diftin£ti<>A  between  points  of  the  mereft  indiffer* 
cnce,  and  objedls  of  the  greateft  importance  ;  as 
from  thax  .overbearing  pride,  which,  while  it  vio« 
lently  condemns  the  opinions  of  others,  aflumes 
to  itfclf  infallibility  with  refpeft  to  its  own.  In 
a  word,  it  was  his  perfuafion,  that,  provided 
Chridians  agree  in  the  mod  eflcntial  articles  ; 
they  ought  medcly  to  bear  with  any  difference 
upon  fubjefts  lefs  uncontrovertible^  and  which 
do  not  neceffarily  influence  morals. 

XJlric  Zuingle  was  born  Jan.  i,  1484,  at 
Wildhaufen,  a  fmall  village  in  the  Tockenburgh  ; 
and,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  was  ap- 
pointed minifter  of  Olarus.  ^ven  before  the 
publication  of  the  fale  of  indulgences  by  Leo  X. 
which  was  the  more  immediate  caufe  of  the  re- 
formation. 
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formation,  5Luinglc  had  cxpofed  at  Glarus  fevcral 
fuperftitioris  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  he 
gained  additional  credit,  by  preaching  at  £in« 
fidlin  againft  vows,  prilgrimages,  and  oflFerings. 
After  the  publication  of  the  fale  of  indulgences ; 
while  Luther  was  undermining  the  fabric  of  pa- 
pal authority  in  Germany,  Zuinglc  \^as  no  lefs 
fuccefsful  in  Switzerland.^  By  his  zeal  and  in- 
trepidity, and  by  the  irrefiftible  force  of  truth, 
he  gained  fo  many  converts  at  Zuric  'where  he 
had  been  invited  to  preach")  that  in  1524  the 
magiftrates  aboliflied  the  mafs,  and  other  Ca- 
tholic ceremonies,  and  introduced  the  reformed 
religion.  Zuingle  had  taken  fuch  wife  precau- 
tions, and  aded  with  fuch  extreme  moderation, 
that  the  difputes  between  the  two  fefts  were  car- 
ried on  with  more  temper  than  is  ufual  in  reli- 
gious controverfies.  The  change,  which  had 
been  fome  time  in  agitation,  was  finally  dcter;:^ 
mined  by  a  plurality  of  voices  in  the  fovereign 
council :  and  the  people  readily  and  cheerfully 
obeyed  the  decifion  of  their  magiftrates.  The 
example  of  Zuric  was  foon  followed  by  Berne, 
Scaffhaufen,  Bafle,  with  part  of  Glarus  and 
Appenzel ;  the  other  cantons  continuing  to  ad- 
here to  the  religion  of  their  anccftors.  From 
this  period  the  two  perfuafions  have  been 
cftablifhed  in  Switzerland  ;  but  that  harmon^i 
which  ha^  hitherto  fubfifted  between  the  can- 
tons, has  been  occafionally  interrupted.  In 
'5^^>  religious  difputes  broke  out  with  fo  much 
violence  and  animofity,  as  to  occafion  a  civil 
war ;  in  which  the  Proteftants  were  defeated,  and 
Zuingle  loft  his  life,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of 

hi* 
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bis  age,  at  the  battle  of  Cappel  *.  Since  that 
period  two  other  religious  wars  have  been  kind- 
led; one  in  1656,  in  which  the  Catholics  gained 
the  advantage  ;  and  the  other  in  1712,  when  the 
Proteflants  proved  viftorious.  The  peace  of 
Arau,  which  terminated  thefe  unhappy  difputes, 
has,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  finally  compofed  all  reli- 
gious animofities.  By  that  treaty,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  code  of  toleration  among  the 
Swifs  ;  the  treatment  of  the  Proteftants  and  Ca- 
tholics in  the  common  bailliages,  is  regulated. 
The  firft  article  ftipulates,  that  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces, which  are  fubjeft  to  cantons  of  different 
religion,  there  fliall  be  a  perfed  equality  between 
the  two  feds,  and  that  they  (hall  both  enjoy  the 
bme  privileges ;  to  which  is  added  an  exprefs 
prohibition  to  each  party,  not  to  ufe  any  terms 
of  raillery  or  contempt,  in  fpeaking  of  their  re- 
fpedive  wor(hips. 

The  canton  of  Zuric  abounds  in  corn,  wiiie, 
and  excellent  pafture.  The  proportion  of  grain 
to  the  other  predudions  of  the  earth,  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  calculation.  There  are 
217,4241  acres  laid  out  in  grain,  14,466  in  vines, 
94,553  in  meadows,  42,549  in  pafturage,  and 
103,772  inforeft. 

As 

•  It  hat  been  urged  againft  Zuinglei  as  a  proof  of  his  per- 
ferucing  principles,  that  he  was  perfonallj  engaged  in  this 
war  againft  the  Cathoh'cs.  To  this  it  may  be  aofwered. 
That  he  had  ufed  every  argument  in  his  power  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties ;  that  he  even  openly  arraigned  the  im* 
patient  and  turbulent  zeal  of  his  fellow-citizens  ;  that  he  adted 
in  obedience  to  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  republic  t 
and  that  he  accompanied  the  army  by  the  exprefs  command  of 
the  magiArates. 

t  Of  36,000  fquarc  feet  each. 
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As  fufficitnt  com  is  not  produced  for  the  inite- 
riocconfumption,  the  deficiency  is  chiefly  fupplied 
from  Suabia.  In  order  to  prevent  a  fcarciiy  of 
this  material  article,apublic  granary  is  maintained 
at  the  expcnce  of  government.  The  graia  is  re- 
tailed at  the  common  price ;  but,  infeafons  of  fear- 
city,  it  is  ibid  coniiderably  cheaper  than  it  can  be 
purchafed  at  the  market.  The  good  eflfeds  of  this 
jedabliihment  appeared  at  the  dearth  in  1771; 
Tvhcn,  -on  account  of  the  dearnefs  of  corn,  a 
pound  of  bread  was  fold  for  ten  pence,  the  fame 
quantity  was  delivered  by  government  for  four 
pence. 

The  wine  made  in  the  canton  forms  an  ia* 
<onfiderable  objed  of  foreign  commerce ;  the 
greateft  part  being  confumcd  in  the  country.  In 
1779  were  exported  10,029  cades,  each  contain** 
ing  180 bottles;  in  i73if  ^4>568;  and  in  178a, 

11,354- 

The  canton  contained,  in  17849  I74>57i 
fouls,  including  10,500  in  the  capital.  This 
large  population,  in  proportion  ,to  the  fize  of 
the  canton,  is  owing  to  the  trade  of  Zuric  ;  aa 
at  leaft  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  derive  their 
livelihood  by  fpinning  thread  and  filk,  and  mak- 
ing linen  for  the  manufadurcs  of  the  town. 

The  fovereign  power  refides  exclufivcly  in  the 
burgcfles  of  the  town,  confifting  of  about  two 
thoufand. 

Here  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  a  very  narrow 
fpirit  of  policy  reigns  throughout  moft  of  the 
(lates  in  Switzerland  ;  as  they  fcldom  confer  the 
burgherfhip.  This  rule,  however,  in  fome  of 
the  republics  is  tefs  fcrupuloufly  obfervcd  than  ii}L 
others^    But  in  Zuric  a  new  citizen  has  not 

becqi 


been  admitted  during  thefe  laft  hundred  aivd  fiftj 
years.  ^ 

It  is    curious  to  trace  the  refttiftions  which 
have     been     gradually    laid    on  granting  the 
burgherfliip.     On  the  a6tb  of  May,  1540,  the 
Sovereign    Council  iflijcd  a  decree,  importing, 
that  whofoever  was  defirous    of    becoming  7t 
citiz^,    (hould   be  obliged   to  produce  a  certi- 
ficate  of    good  behaviour,    properly  witnefled 
and  figned,  and  bearing  the  feal  of  the  magi- 
ftrates    of  the  place  in  "which  he  formerly  refid- 
ed ;  and  fliould,  before  he  v/as  enrolled  among 
the  burghers,  pay  ten  florins,  near^jT.  i,  if  anar 
tive  of  Sivitzerland,  and   double  that  Aim  if  a 
ftrJnger.     An  inhabitant  of  the  town  or  canton 
was  taxed  only  at  three  florins  for  his  admiilion  ; 
and  all  ar^fts  and  perfons  of  learning,  necefiary 
or  ufeful  tp  the  (late,  were  to  be  received  gratis. 
In   15499  it   was  enabled,  that  the  burgherfhip 
ihould  be  refufed  to  all  who  were  not  poflefled  of 
confiderable  riches,  or  who  did  not  introduce 
new  arts  and  trades.    This  decree  was  repeatedly 
confirmed  ;  and,  in  159J,  it  was  added,  that  a 
new  citizen  fliould  not  be  entitled  to  a  fliarc  in 
che  government  but  on  the  following  conditions. 
If  an  inhabitant  of  the  canton,   he  mufl  have  re- 
JRded  in  the  town  during  ten  years  j  if  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  twenty  ;  it  a  foreigner,  forty  ;  and 
that  he  muft  build  or  purchafe  a  houfe  within  the 
y/alls  of  Zuric :  this  laft  article  was   repealed  in 
1612.     In  1597,  the  reception  of  new  citizens 
was  delayed  for  the  firft  time,  but  only  for  two 
years;  and  in   i6iq,  the  admiilion  money  was 
augmenfed. 

In  the   commencement  of  the    17th  century, 
government  refufed  to  receive  into  the  Sovereign 

Council 
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Council  the  noble  families  of  Orel,  Peffaluzr, 
and  Muralt  ;^  which,  in  1555  ^^^  '557^  ^^^ 
quitted  Italy  and  fettled  at  Zuric:  thefe. families^ 
partly  on  account  'of  having  embraced  the  re- 
formed religion,  and  partly  as  perfons  of  capacity 
and  induflry,  had  been  received  into  the  burgher- 
Ihip,  but  rendered  rncapable  of  enjoying  a  iharc 
in  the  admiiiiftration  of  affairs.  This  exclufioh^ 
again  confirmed  in  1592,  was  revoked  in  1673^ 
in  favour  only  of  the  family  of  Muralt,  ^^hich 
exception  was  obtained  by  confiderable  largeffes. 
In  1 674,  the  family  of  Orel  offered  to  dilburfc 
ten  thoiifand  floritts  towards  the  expense  of  re- 
pairing llic  fortifications,  on  condition  of  b^ng 
rendered  capable  of  eledioa  into  the  Sovereign  • 
Council:  their  petition  was  then  refufcd,'  but 
generouily  granted  in  1679,  without  the  fmalleft 
equivalent. 

Finally,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1661,  the 
Council  determined  to  make  no  more  burgh- 
ers ;  which  refolution  has  been  invariably  fol- 
lowed. 

1  he  burghers,  befide  the  advantage  of  elefting 
their  magiftrares,  and  of  afpiring  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs,  enjoy  the  fole  right  of  com- 
merce ;  all  ftrangers;  and  even  fubjcfts,  being 
excluded  froni  eftablifliing  manufadures  in  the 
city,  or  in  any  part  of  the  canton. 

The  burghers  of  Zuric,  arc  divided  into  thir- 
teen tribes  ;  one  of  which  is  called  Conjiaffel^  or 
the  tribe  of  nobles  ;  although  it  is  not  at  prefent 
abfolutely  confined  to  perfons  of  that  defcription: 
it  enjoys  the  privilege  of  giving  eighteen  mem- 
bers to  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  fix  to  the  Se- 
nate, whereas  each  of  the  other  tribes  only  fup* 
ply  twelve  to  the  former,  and  fix  to  the  latter. 

The 


The     Icgiflativc   authority  is  vcfted  by  the 
bargfaerS)     in    the  Sovereign  council   of  two 
hundred  ;  confifting,  however,  of  two  hundred 
and  twelve    members  drawn  from  the  thirteen 
tribes,     and    comprifing  the  Senate  or    Little 
Council.       This  ♦  Senate,    compofed  of    fifty 
members,  including  the  two  burgomafters,  has 
jurifdidion  in  all  caufes  civil  and  criminal :  in 
the  formei',  when  the  demand  is  of  a  certain  im- 
portance,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Council  of  two 
hundred  ;  but  in  criminal  affairs,  their  fentence  it 
final,  and,  when  once  pafled,  there  is  no  poflibility 
of  obtaining  any  reverfal  or  mitigation.     An  ex- 
cellent maxim !  provided  the  judges  are  cautious 
and  circumfped,  and  the  laws  mild :  for  there  is 
no  greater  encouragement  to  the  commiflion  of 
crimes,  than  the  frequency  of  pardons.     Such 
an  inftitution,  however,  ought  necefiarily  to  ex- 
clude feverity  of  puniihment }  and  could  never 
be  admitted  in  a  (late,  where  by  the  letter  of  the 
law  the  fame  puniihment  is  ],^fii£led  upon  a 
iheep-ftealcr  as  upon  a  parricide. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  in  this  republic,  as 
in  moft  other  ftates  of  Switzerland,  there  is  no 
precife  code  of  criminal  law.  The  Caroline,  or 
code  of  Charles  V.  is  oftenfibly  followed ;  but 
on  account  of  its  obfolete  ufages  and  extreme 
feverity,  the  fentence  is  ultimately  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  magiftrates.  For  notwithftanding 
the  moft  perfeft  integrity,  and  upright  intentions. 
yet  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  fuppofc,  that  party^ 

friendfhip, 

•  Formerly  the  Senate  was  feparated  into  two  equal  di- 
vifions,  iwhich  altcniaicly  adcniniilered  the  office  during  ta 
months  ;  and  although  thefe  divifions  ftill  continue,  yet, 
for  fome  time  paft,  thty  have  reunited  and  afjted  together. 
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friendfliip,  connexions,  and  family,  (hould  nbt 
frequently  influence  the'judges  and  occafion  par-* 
tial  proceedings.'  It  would  pethaps  well  become 
the  wifdom  of  this  enlightened  and  equitable  go- 
vernment, CO  form  a  penal  code,  and  to  afcertain 
with  precifion,  the  punifliment  for  each  offence^ 
The  example  of  fuch  a  republic  would  in  time 
be  followed  by  the  remaining  cantons  and  ftatoi 
of  Switzerland ;  and  pofterity  would  blefs  the 
name  of  Zuric  for  having  occafioned  the  in« 
trodudion  of  more  fettled  principles  in  the  cri- 
minal courts  of  juftice.  Some  late  decifiont 
have  rendered  this  arrangement  more  obvioufly 
neceffary.  Several  perfons  difordered  in  their 
underftandings  committed  fuicide  ;  and,  although 
the  circumftances  of  the  crime  were  nearly  fimi- 
lar,  yet  the  moft  oppofite  fcntences  were  pro- 
nounced on  thefe  occafio^s :  fo  that  the  famt> 
lies  of  thofe,  to  whom  a  greater  degree  of  fevc- 
rity  was  (hewn,  were  ncccflarily  more  diftreffed 
on  account  of  ihe  mildnefa  manifefted  to  the 
others. 

Every  judge  of  delicacy  and  honour  would 
undoubtedly  experience  great  fatisfa£tion,  to  find 
himfelf  reftrained  by  precife  laws  from  lifiening 
to  folicitations  from  friends  and  party,  and  from 
being  bialfed  by  thofe  feelings,  of  which  it  fs  al- 
mofl  impoffibte  to  be  divefted. 

The  power  of  the  Seriate,  confidcrcd  in  a  col- 
leftive  capacity,  is  very  confiderable :  it  judges 
finally  in  all  criminal  caufes,  has  the  care  of  the 
police,  and  fupplies  the  principal  ma^iftrates* 
£ut,  as  too  great  a  power  of  individuals  is  dan- 
gerous in  a  republic  ;  the  members  of  this  affein- 
bly  are  liable  to  be  changed  :  and  a  rcvifion  or 
conftrmatioa  is  annually  made,  in  fome  inflanc^s 

by 
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by  the  Sovereign  Council,  in  others  by  the  par- 
ticular tribes  to  which  the  fenators  belong.     1  hig 
annual  revifion  is  a  great  check  to  mai-admini- 
(Iratioa  ^  and  at  the  fame  time  prevents  the  Se- 
nate from  gaining;  fo  great  an  influence,  as  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.     A 
burgher  is  qualified  to  vote  at  twenty  ;  is  eligible 
into  the  Sovereign  Q>uncil  at  thirty ;  and  into  the 
Senate  at  thirty-five.     By  thefe  wife  regulations, 
a  man  muft  have  formed  fome  experience  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  before  he  is  capable  of  holding  an  im- 
portant charge.    The  revenues  of  government, 
though  not  exceeding  £.  65^00  per  ann.  are 
more  thftn  proportionate  to  the  expences  ;  which 
are  regulated  with  the  ilrideft  cbconomy.     The 
ftate  is  not  only  without  dd>ts,  but  an  annual 
laving   depofitcd  in    the    public    treafury,    for 
a  refort  upon  any  fudden  emergency.     From  this 
this  fund  government  fupported  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  the  war,  in  1612,  againft  the  Catho- 
lic   cantons,    without  impofing  any  additional 
tax. 

The  canton  of  Zuric  is  divided  into  diftrids 
or  baillidges,  which  are  governed  by  bailifs  no* 
minated  by  the  Sovereign  Council.  Thefe  bai- 
lifsg  excepting  tbofe  of  Kyburgh  and  Groningei^ 
cannot  pals  capital  feutencO)  or  order  torture. 
They  can  arreft  and  interrogate  the  delinquent, 
^aad  punifli  fmall  mifdemeanors  by  whipphig,  or 
banilbment  from  the  bailliage.  In  capital  cafes, 
they  examine,  make  out  the  verbal  procefs,  and 
fend  the  felon  to  Zuric  for  further  trial.  On  in- 
quiring into  the  ftate  of  criminal  jurifprudence. 
1  learned  with  fatisfaftion,  that  the  queftion  had 
not  been  inflided  in  the  capital  for  thefe  laft  nine 
years,  which  ma;  be  prcfumed  to  be  a  prelude 
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to  its  total  abolition ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  re^^ 
gretted,  that  whipping,  which  is  a  fpecics  of  tor- 
ture, is  not  unfrcqucntly  applied,  in  order  to 
force  confeilion,  both  in  Zuric  and  in  the  bailli- 
ages  ;  an  abufe  of  juftice  repugnant  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  fo  CTilightened  a  government. 

The  city  of  Zuric  (lands  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake,  and  occupies  both  fides  of 
the  rapid  ^nd  tranfparent  Limmat.  Its  environs 
are  extremely  delightful ;  an  amphitheatre  of  hills 
gradually  Doping  to  the  borders  of  the  water, 
enriched  with  pafturc  and  vines  ;  dotted  with  in- 
numerable villas,  cottages,  and  hamlets ;  and 
backed  on  the  weft  by  the  XJtliberg,  a  bold  and 
gloomy  ridge  llretching  towards  the  Albis,  and 
that  chain  of  mountains,  which  rifes  gradually  to 
the  Alps. 

The  town  is  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  old 
part,  furrounded  with  the  fame  antient  battlements 
and  towers  which  exifted  in  the  thirteenth  centu- 
ry ;  and  the  fuburbs,  which  are  ftrengthened  by 
fortifications  in  the  modern  ftylc,  but  too  ex- 
tenfive.  The  ditches,  inftead  ot  being  filled  with 
ftagnant  water,  are  moftly  fupplied  with  running 
ftreams.  The  public  walk  is  pleafantly  fituated 
in  a  lawn,  at  the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  the 
Sil,  an  impetuous  and  turbid  torrent,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains  of  Einfidlin  :  two 
rows  of  lime-trees  planted  by  the  fide  of  the  Lira- 
mat,  and  following  its  ferpentine  dire£tion,  af- 
ford an  agreeable  (hade  in  the  heat  of  fummer. 
The  inhabitants  are  very  induftrious  ;  and  carry 
on  with  fuccefs  fevcral  manufaftures  :  the  prin- 
cipal are  thofe  of  linens  and  cottons,  muflins,  and 
filk-handkerchiefs.    The  manufacturers  do  not 
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in  general  dwell  within  the  walls  ;  but  the  mate- 
rials arc  moftly  prepared,  and  the  work  is  com- 
pleted in  the  adjacent  diftrids.  For  this  reafon 
Zuric  docs  not  exhibit  the  aftivity  and  numbers 
of  a  great  commercial  city.  The  environs,  on 
the  contrary,  are  fo  extremely  populous,  that 
perhaps  few  diftrids  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
town,  whofe  population  fcarcely  exceeds  ten 
thouland  inhabitants,  contain  within  To  fmall  a 
compafs  fo  many  fouls.  The  flreets  are  moftly 
narrow ;  the  houfes  and  public  buildings  accord 
more  with  plainnefs  and  convenience,  than  with 
the  elegance  and  fplendor  of  a  capital. 

The  town  contained  in  1780,  10559  fouls,  in 
the  following  proportions  :  4  C83  male  burghers, 
^464  female  burghers  ;  S60  foreign  clerks,  250 
toreigners;  372  male  inhabitants,  444  female  in- 
habitants ;  223  men-fervants,  1734  maid-fer« 
vants  ;  and  629  patients  in  the  hofpital.  The 
gradual  decreafe  of  the  population  in  the  town, 
which  arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
burgherifaip,  wiU  appear  from  the  following 
table. 


•  357. 

1756. 

176a! 

1769. 

1780, 

1*375 

II0I2 

IO616 

«0574 

IOJ59 

The  increafe  of  luxury  and  opulence  will 
appear  from  confidering,  that  in  1357,  the  num- 
ber of  men-fervants  amounted  to  only  84,  and 
of  maid-fervants  to  263 ;  whereas  in  1780,  the 
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former  were  223,  and  the  latter  173*}  orneara 
fifth  of  the  whole  population. 
•  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  general 
fimple,  and  may  perhaps  in  thefe  times  be 
efleemed  antiquated.  Dinner  is  ufually  ferved 
at  twelve :  in  the  afternoon  the  gentlemen  af- 
femble  in  clubs,  or  fmall  focieties,  in  the  town 
during  winter,  and  at  their  refpedlive  villas  in 
fummer.  They  frequently  fmoke,  and  partake 
of  wine,  fruit,  cakes,  and  other  refrefhments. 
The  women,  for  the  moft  part  employed  in  their • 
domeftic  occupations,  or  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  children,  are  not  fond  of  vifiting. 
When  they  go  out,  they  generally  affemblc  in  fe- 
paraie  coteries,  to  which  only  a  few  men,  and 
thofe  chiefly  the  neareft  relations,  are  admitted: 
many  of  the  ladies  indeed,  from  a  confcioufnefs 
of  their  provincial  accent,  and  a  difficulty  of  ex- 
preffing  themfelvcs  in  French,  feldom  make  their 
appearance  when  ftrangcrs  are  received.  It  has 
more  than  once  happened  to  me,  that  on  being 
fhewn  ifito  the  apartment  wherein  the  ladies  were 
aficmbled,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  has  taken  me 
by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into  another  room^ 
where  he  would  have  detained  me,  if  I  had  not 
requefted  to  be  reconducted  to  the  ladies. 

This  rcferve,  however,  among  the  ladies  begins 
greatly  to  abate,  and  to  give  place  to  a  more  foci- 
able  mtercourfe.  Such,  however,  is  the  preva- 
lence of  national  habit,  that  a  few  families,  which 
form  a  more  agreeable  mixture  of  company,  are 
confidered  as  differing  from  the  eftabliflied  cuf- 
toms,  and  arc  flill  known  by  the  name  of  the 
French  Society. 

Sumptuary  laws,  as  well  as  thofe  againfl  im- 
morality, arc  here  well  obferved.    The  former 
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indeed  may  exift,  and  be  carried  into  executioa 
even  among  a  people  much  corrupted  ;  for  it . 
may  be  the  policy  of  government  to  enforce  their 
obfcrvance.  But  the  fevcrcfl:  penalties  will  not 
be  fufficient  to  prevent  crimes  of  an  immoral 
tendency,  amidft  a  general  diffolutenefs  of  man- 
ners  :  it  is  the  popular  principles  that  can  alone 
iniagorate  fuch  laws,  and  give  to  them  their  full 
operation.  Secret  crimes  cannot  be  prevented  ; 
but  it  is  an  evident  proof  of  public  virtue,  whea 
open  breaches  of  morality  are  difcountenanced. 
Among  their  fumptuary  laws,  the  ufe  of  a  car- 
riage in  the  town  is  prohibited  to  all  forts  of  per- 
fons  except  ftrangers :  and  it  is  almoft  incon- 
ceiveable  that,  in  a  place  fo  commercial  and  weal- 
thy, luxury  fhould  fo  little  prevail- 

At  Zuric  the  original  Swifs  fpirit  of  independ- 
ence prevails  more  than  in  any  of  the  large  towns 
in  this  country-  The  magiftrates,  lefs  influenced 
by  foreign  courts,  and  above  corruption,  gene- 
rally confult  the  real  advantage  of  their  canton, 
and  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy.  Zuric  ftill  prc- 
ferves  in  the  general  diet  a  very  confiderable 
fwdy  ;  which  (he  derives  more  from  the  opinion 
entertained  of  her  integrity,  than  from  her 
power  :  (he  is  looked  up  to  as  one  of  the  moft 
independent  and  upright  of  the  thirteen  cart- 
tons. 

The  militia  of  the  canton  amounted,  in  1781^ 
to  25,718  infantry,  1025  artillery,  8«6  dragoons, 
and  406  chaflfeurs  j  in  all  28,235  elFeftive  men. 
There  is  a  military  cheft  at  Zuric,  eftabliftied  in 
16839  and  fupported  by  the  members  of  the  great 
council,  who,  Inftead  of /giving  an  expenfivc  en- 
tertainment, are  bound  on  their  elcftion  or  fur- 
ther promotion  to  pay  a  certain  Xum.  From  this 
F  2  fund, 
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fund^  which  has  been  confiderably  augmentedy 
)^.20oo  were  taken,  in  1770,  for  the  purpofe 
of  eftabliOiing  a  magazine  of  uniforms  and 
arms,  which  are  either  diflributed,  or  fold  at 
a  low  price  to  the  poor  peafants  who  cannot 
afford  to  purchafe  them  at  their  full  value ;  each 
peafant,  according  to  the  military  laws  of  the 
canton,  being  obliged  to  poflefe  his  arms  ahd 
uniform. 

The  arfcnal  is  well  fup|died  with  cannon,  arms, 
and  ammunition  ;  and  contains  a  referve  of  mu£> 
kets  for  thirty  thoufand  men.  We  faw  there, 
and  admired^  the  two-handed  fwords  and  weighty 
armour  of  the  old  Swifs  warriors ;  as  alfb  the 
bow  and  arrow  with  which  William  Tell  is  faid 
to  have  fiiot  the  apple  jplaced  on  the  head  of  his 
fon. 

This  canton  has  a  regiment  and  fbme  compa- 
nies  in  the  fervice  of  France,  a  regiment  in  *  that 
of  Holland,  and  fome  companies  in  the  fervice  of 
the  King  of  Sardinia.  The  King  of  France  pays 
annually  for  a  regiment  of  fufiliers  confiding  of 
1292  men,  JC^io^^S.  The  colonel  receives  about 
£.840 per  ann-  \  a  captain  j(^.j6o ;  and  a  common 
foldier  ^^.7.  The  pay  of  a  regiment  of  twelve 
companies,  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  is  jG-^S>377* 
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Jicckfiqfiical  j^airs — State  tf  Liferature^--Leame4 , 
Men  cf  Zuric-r^Society  of  Pbjftct — Semnariei-^ 
Juihraries.  r 


\jS  ^cclefiaftical  affairs  the  Senate  is  fupremc  t 
the  canton  is  divided  into  fourteen  didrids, 
each  governed  by  a  dean,  chofen  by  the  fynod, 
from  three  candidates  propofed  by  the  clergy  of 
the  diocefe.  The  fynod,  compofed  of  the  whole 
-  clergy,  stnd  feveral  aiTeflbrs  on  the  part  of  the 
Little  Council,  meets  twice  a  year.  In  the  lail 
century  it  had  a  more  democratical  form,  and  ex- 
ercifed  jurifdidion  over  its  members ;  it  examin- 
ed caufes  between  ecclefiaftics,  and  between  the 
minifters  and  their  pariihioners  ;  gave  decifions  ; 
enjoyed  the  power  of  imprifoning,  depofing,  and 
reinftating  the  minifters  ;  atnd  exercifmg  an  au- 
thority dangerous  to  the  ftate.  By  degrees  their 
exorbitant  prerogatives  were  annulled ;  and,  in 
1700,  the  clergy  of  Zuric  fucceeded  in  the  cfta- 
blifliment  of  a  more  ariftocradcal  form. 

The  principal  minifters  and  profefibrs  in  the  * 
town  conftitutc,  in  conjunftion  with  fcveral  uKf- 
jgiftrates  and  other  aficflbrs  deputed  by  the  civil 
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power,  an  ecclefiaftical  and  academical  council ; 
to  this  committee  the  deans  have  rccourfe,  in  all 
concerns  which  feem  to  exceed  their  jurifdiftion: 
it  determines  leffer  affairs,  and  refers  cafes  of 
importance  to  the  Senate, 

The  fourteen  deans  affemble  twice  a  year  in 
Zuric,  and  compofe  a  profynode ;  in  which  they 
depute  one  of  their  own  body  to  deliver  their  re- 
quifitions,  or  pia  deftderia^  firft  to  the  Ecclefiafti- 
cal Council,  and  afterwards  to  the  General  Synod; 
The  Fcclefiaftical  Council  takes  their  requefts 
into  deliberation,  lays  them  before  the  Synod, 
and  if  recommended,  they  are  prefented  by  the 
affeflbrs  to  the  final  decifion  of  the  Senate. 

1  he  ecclefiaftical  benefices  in  this  canton  arc 
extremely  moderate.  The  beft  living  majr  be 
worth  X'Ho  P^^  ^^^'  ^"d  ^hc  worft  about  jC^^o. 
The  falary  of  the  canonries  in  the  capital  amdunt 
to  jC*J  20.  Jn  general,  a  clergyman  of  the  town, 
who  has  merit,  is  certain  of  obtaining  aprofefibr- 
ftiip,  \^hich  adds  £,s^  ^^  ^^  P^^  ^^^*  ^^  ^^^  other 
appointments. 

The  charitable  cftabliOiments  at  Zuric^  are 
the  orphanhoufe,  which  is  regulated  with  ex- 
treme attention  and  care;  an  alms-houfe  for  poor 
burghers,  an  hofpital  for  incurables,  and  that  for 
the  fick  of  all  nations,  which  ufually  contains 
between  fix  or  fcven  hundred  patients ;  and  the 
Allmofcn-Amiy  or  foundation  for  the  poor  :  this 
excellent  inftitution  puts  out  children  as  appren- 
tices ;  and  diftributes  money,  clothes,  jind  books 
•of  devotion  to  poor  perfons,  as  well  in  the  town  as- 
in  different  parts  of  the  canton,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  rcfpeftive  minifters.  In  1697 
it  diitributed  j^.300;  in  1760,  ;^.5oio;  in  1770, 
^.4796  J  and  in  1778,  ;C-545»- 
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Among  the  particular  inftitqtions  muQ:  not  be 
omitted  the  chirurgical  fcminary :  it  is  formed  by 
voluntary  fubfcriptions,  and  chiefly  fupportcd  by 
Dr.  Rhan,  an  eminent  phyfician,  who  reads  lec- 
tures gratis,  aild  gives  the  profits  of  a  publica- 
tion, called  the  Magazine  of  Health^  towards 
maintaining  this  feminary,  for  the  inftruflion  of 
young  phyficians  and  furgeons,  deftincd  to  fettle 
m  the  country. 

At  Zuric  public  education  is  a  matter  of  flate, 
*nd  under  .the  immediate  proteclien  of  govern- 
ment. The  office  pi  a  profcflbr  give^  rank  and 
eftimation,  and  i^  qften  held  by  a  member  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  Great  Council*  ITie  princi- 
pal literary  eftabliflimcnts  for  the  inftrudion  of 
youth  are,  the  Caroline  College  for  ftudents  in 
divinity  ;  Collegium  Humanitatisj  or  the  college 
for  polite  literature ;  and  the  fchool  of  arts  : 
the  fir  ft  has  twelve  profeffprs^  the  fecond  two, 
and  the  laft  feven.  The  learned  languages,  di- 
vinity, natural  hiftory,  mathematics,  and  in 
Ihort  every  fpecies  of  polite  learning,  as  well  as 
abftrufe  fcience,  is  taught  at  a  fmall  expence  in 
thefe  rcfpeftive  feminaries. 

In  confequencc  of  the  unremitted  attention 
which,  fince  the  reformation,  govcri^ment  has 
paid  tp  the  education  of  youth,  many  eminent 
perfons  have  ilourifhed  in  all  branches  of  litera- 
ture; and  there  is  no  town  in  Switzerland  where 
letters  are  more  encouraged,  or  where  they  have 
been  cultivated  with  greater  fuccefs.  A  learned 
profcflbr  of  Zuric  has,  in  a  very  interpfting  pub- 
lication, difplayed  the  important  fcrvices  which 
erudition  and  fcience  have  derived  from  the  la- 
bours of  his  countrymen.     In  thefe  biographical 

memoirs 


72  L   E   T  T  K  R     9- 

memoirs  appear;  among  many  othprs,  the  names 
of  Zuingle  and  BuUinger,  Conrad  Gefner,  Hot- 
tinger,  Simler,  Spon,  Scheutzer,  Heydegger, 
Breitinger,  Bodmer,  Hcrtzel,  and  Solomon  Gef- 
ner. 

Of  all  the  luminaries  which  Zuric,  fertile  in 
great  gcniufes,  has  ever  produced,  Conrad  Gef- 
ner perhaps  occupies  the  firft  place.  He  was 
born  at  Zuric  in  1516,  and  died  in  1564,  hi 
the  48th  year  of  his  age.  Thofe  who  are  con- 
Tcrfant  with  the  works  of  this  great  fcholar  dnd 
naturalift,  cannot  reprefs  their  wonder  and  ad- 
miration at  the  amplitude  of  his  knowledge  in 
every  fpccics  of  erudition,  and  the  variety  of  his 
difcoverics  in  natural  hiftory,  which  was  his  pe- 
culiar delight.  '  Their  wonder  and  admiration  is 
ftill  further  augmented,  when  they  confidcr  the 
grofs  ignorance  of  the  age  which  he  helped  to 
enlighten,  and  the  fcanty  fuccours  he  poflefled 
to  aid  him  in  thus  extending  the  bounds  of 
knowledge;  that  he  compofed  his  works,  and 
made  thofe  difcoveries  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  moft  enlightened  period,  under 
the  complicated  evils  of  poverty,  fickncfs,  and 
domeflic  uneafinefs.  A  detail  of  his  life  and 
writings,  by  a  writer  capable  of  appreciating  his 
multifarious  knowledge,  would  be  a  juft  tribute 
to  the  merits  of  this  prodigy  of  learning  (Mo;n 
Jirum  Eruditionis)  aS  he  is  emphatically  ftilcd  by 
Bocrhaavc, 

Bodmer.  born  in  1698,  was  alive  in  1776, 
when  I  firft  vifitcd  Switzerland  ;  but  I  was  at 
that  time  ignorant  of  the  German  language,  and 
unacquainted  with  his  great  merits  in  reforming 
the  taftc  of  his  contemporaries,  and  familiariz- 
ing 
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ing  them  to  ttie  iiibfime  beauties  of  Homer  and 
Mihon.  He  died  in  1783.  I  now  regret  that  I 
did  not  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  a  man, 
whom  the  unani'mons  voice  of  his  contemporaries 
defervcdiy  ftylc  the  Father  of  German  literature; 
wfaofe  juft  critictfms  and  corred  judgment  ani- 
mated the  poetical  geniu9  of  Klopftock,  Haller^ 
and  Gefner. 

I  did   not,  however,  omit  waiting  upon  Solo- 
mon Gefner,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Death 
of  Abel,  and  of  feveral   idyls,  which  for  their 
delicate  and  elegant  fimplicity  are  juftly  efteemed. 
They  abound  with  thofc  nice  touches  of  exquifitc 
fenfibility,  which  difcover  a  mind  warmed  with 
the  fined  fentimems ;  and  love  is  reprefented  in 
the  chafteft  colouring  of  innocence,  virtue,  and 
benevolence.     Nor  has  be  confined  bis  fubjeds 
merely  to  the  tender  pailion :  paternal  affeftion, 
and  filial   reverence ;    gratitude,   humanity,  in 
ihort  every  moral  duty  is  exhibited  and  inculcat- 
ed in  the  mod  pleating  and  affeding  manner. 
He  has  for  fome  time  renounced  poetry  in  order 
to  aflume  the  pencil ;  and  painting  is  at  prefent 
his  favourite  amufement.     A  treatife  which  he 
has  publifhed  on  landfcapes,  difcovers  the  ele- 
gance of  his  talle,  and  the  verfatility  of  his  ge- 
nius }  while  his  compofitions  in  both  kinds  prove 
the  refemblance  of  the  two  arts  ;  and  that  the 
conceptions   of  the  poet  and  of  the  painter  are 
congenial.     His  drawings  in  black  and  white  are 
prererable  to   his  pafntings;  for,  although  the 
ideas   in  both  are  equally  beautiful  or  fubiime, 
the  colouring  is  inferior  to  the  defign.    He  has 
pubUfhed  a  handfome  edition  of  his  writings  in 
quarto,  in  which  every  part  of  the  work  is  x:ar- 
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ried  on  by  himfelf :  he  prints  them  at  bis  owq 
prefs ;  and  is  at  once  both  the  drawer  and  en- 
graver of  ihe  plates.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
he  has  renounced  poetry ;  for,  while  ordinary 
Tyriters  fpring  up  in  great  plenty ;  authors  of  real 
genius  are  rare  and  uncommon.  His  drawings 
are  fcen  only  by  a  few  ;  but  his  writipgs  are  dif- 
perfed  abroad,  tranflated  into  every  language, 
'and  will  be  admired  by  future  ages,  as  long  as 
there  remains  a  relifli  for  true  paftoral  fimplicity, 
or  tafte  for  original  compofition.  He  is  plain  in 
his  manners ;  open,  affable,  and  obliging  in  his 
addrefs ;  and  of  (mgular  modefty. 

I  called  alfo  on  Mr.  Lavater,  a  clergyman  o& 
^uric,  and  celebrated  phyfiognomift,  who  has 
publifhed  four  large  volumes  in  quarto  on  that 
fanciful  fubjed.  Tb^t  particular  pailions  have  a 
certain  eStOt  upon  particular  feature^,  is  evident 
to  the  mod  ^onjimon  obferver ;  an4  it  may  be 
conceived,  that  an  habitual  indulgence  of  thefe 
pailions  may  poiEbly,  in  fome  cafes,  imprefs  a 
diftinguifhing  mark  on  the  countenance  :  but 
that  a  certain  caft  of  features  conftantly  denotes 
certain  paffions  i  and  that  by  contemplating  the 
countenance,  we  can  infallibly  discover  alfo  the 
mental  qualities,  is  ap  hypothefis  liable  to  fo 
many  exceptions,  as  renders  it  impoffible  to  efta- 
blifh  a  general  and  uniform  fyftem.  Ncverthclcfs 
Mr.  Lavater,  like  a  true  enthufiaft,  carries  his 
theory  much  farther  :  for  he  not  only  pretends  to 
difcover  the  charaftcrs  and  paffions  by  the  fea- 
tures, by  the  complexion,  by  the  form  of  the 
head,  and  by  the  motion  of  the  arms ;  but  he 
alfo  draws  fome  inferences  of  the  fame  kind  even 
from  the  hand-writing.     And  indeed  his  fyftem 
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is  formed  upon  fuch  univerfal  principles,  that  he 
applies  the  fame  rules  to  all  animated  nature,  ex« 
tending  them  not  only  to  brutes,  ^but  even  to  in« 
feds.  That  the'  temper  of  a  horfe  may  be  difco- 
vered  by  his  countenance,  will  not  perhaps  ftrike 
you  as  abfurd  :  but  did  you  ever  hear  before, 
that  any  quality  could  be  inferred  from  the  phy- 
fiognomy  of  a  bee,  an  ant,  or  a  cockchafer  ? 
While  I  give  my  opinion  thus  freely  concerning 
Mn  Lavatfrr's  notions,  you  will  readily  perceive 
that  I  am  not  one  of  thofe,  who  are  initiated  into 
the  myfteries  of  his  art. 

Mr.  Lavater  has  not  merely  eoniined  himfelf 
to  phyfiognomy.  He  has  compofed  facred  hymns 
and  national  fongs,  which  are  much  eftecmed 
for  their  firoplicity.  He  has  alfo  given  to  the 
public  numerous  works  on  facred  fubjeds.  I 
am  concerned  to  add  ;  that  the  ingenious  author 
extends  to  religion  the  fame  enthufiafm  which 
he  has  employed  in  his  refearches  on  phyfiogno- 
my,  and  in  his  poetical  compofitions :  the  warmth 
of  his  imagination  hurries  him  on  to  adopt  what- 
ever  is  moll  fanciful  and  extraordinary ;  to  out« 
ftep  the  limits  of  fober  reafon ;  to  be  an  advocate 
for  the  efficacy  of  abfolute  faith ;  for  inward 
illuminations ;  for  fupernatural  vifions  ;  and  for 
the  miraculous  efieds  of  what  is  called  animal 
niagnelifm  in  the  cure  of  diforders. 

The  infinuating  addrefs  of  Mr.  Lavater,  the 
vivacity  of  his  converfation,  the  amenity  of  his 
manners,  together  with  the  Angularity  and  ani- 
mation of  his  llyle,  have  contributed  more  to 
diffufe  his  fyftem  and  principles,  than  found  ar- 
guments or  deep  learning,  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  his  lively,  but  defultory  compofitions. 

Leonhard 
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Leonhard  Meifter,  profcfibr  of  biftory  and  mo- 
rality ia  the  School  of  Arts,  deferves  to  \y:  men* 
tioncd  among  the  learned  men  of  Zuric.  The 
verfatility  of  his  talents  will  be  colleded  from  a 
JMTt  catalogue  of  his  principal  works  :  ^hich  are 
written  in  the  German  tongue.— *0n  Fanaticifm; 
the  Hiftory  of  the  German  Language  and  Lite* 
mature ;  Lives  of  the  celebrated  Men  of  Zuric  ; 
Swifs  Biography ;  the  mod  memorable  Events  of 
the  Helvetic  Hiftory,  in  Chronological  Order  ; 
Inilances  of  Intolerance  and  Faaaticifm  in  Swit- 
zerland ;  Public  Law  of  Switzerland  ;  Hidory  of 
the  Town  and  Canton  of  Zuric  ;  Panegyric  on 
Bodmer ;  Excurfions  through  various  Parts  of 
Switzerland;  Charader  of  the  German  Poets, 
in  Chronological  Order,  with  their  Portraits  ; 
Abridgment  of  Ancient  Hiftory,  particularly  of 
the  Greeks,  with  an  introduction  on  the  Fine 
Arts  and  Polite  Literature  In  all  his  writings 
the  judicious  author  has  difplayed  great  zeal  for 
the  promotion  pf  learning,  corre^nefs  of  tafte, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  much  hiftorical  and 
biographical  knowledge.  Sut  in  his  obfervations 
on  fanaticifm  and  intolerance,  he  has  treated 
thofe  fubje£ts  in  a  new  light :  he  has  illuftrated 
their  dreadful  effeds  on  government  and  civil 
fociety  by  hiftorical  events,  and  in  a  political 
view ;  he  has  appealed  from  thory  to  experience, 
and  exemplified  queftionable  arguments  by  un- 
anfwerable  fa£^s.  '■  In  this  inftance  he  has  been 
no  Icfs  fmgularly  ufcful  in  combating  pcrfecu- 
tion,  than  in  repreifing  that  fpirit  of  fanaticifm 
that  prevailed  among  many  of  his  countrymen, 
and  which  is  diffufed  by  men  of  lively  abilities 
and  popular  manners. 

The 
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The  cnriofity  of  the  naturalift  will  be  amplf 

SBtified  by  a  view  of  the  library  and  .cabinet  of 
r.  John  Gefner,  profeflbr  of  phyfics,  and  can- 
non of  the  cathedral,  who  inherits  the  zeal  for 
natural  hiftory  which  chara&erifed  his  great  an- 
ceftor  Conrad  Gefncr«     His  proficiency  in  the 
llndy  of  nature,  and  particularly  his  accurate  ikiU 
in  botany,  has  been  abundantly  teftified  by  the 
repeated  acknowledgments  of  Haller,  whom  be 
accompanied  in  his  herborifingexcurfions  through 
die  mountains  of  Switzerland,  and  who  confieffea 
iumfelf  indebted  to  Mr«  Gefner  for  various  ob- 
fervations  and  important  difcoveries.     Mr.  Gef- 
ner's  cabinet  is  extremely  rich  in  foffils,  andie- 
inarkable  for  the  drawings  of  the  principal  ijpe- 
-cimens  in  this  mufeum  ;  and  for  numerous  repre* 
•icntations  of  infeds  admirably  painted  by  SdieU 
lenberg.     But  one  of  the  moft  curious  paits  of 
liis  colle£tion,  is  a  great  botanical  work,  which 
Haller   calls   vajtlffimum  €t  pulcherrimum  4^us  ; 
and  which,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  he  had 
hitherto  withheld  from  the  public.     He  has  ex- 
hibited, in  eighty  tables,  a  thoufand  generical 
characters  of  plants,  according  to  the  Linnscaa 
Tyftem,  together  with  many  of  the  ijpecific  cha- 
raSers.     Tbefe  tables,   intended  to  iUuftrate  a 
general  hiftory  of  plants,  which,  as  appears  by 
his  own  letters  to  Haller,  the  author  meditated^ 
were  drawn   and  engraven  by  Geifler,  the  fame 
perfon  who  diilinguifhed  himfelf  by  painting  the 
ihells  of  Rcgcnfufs^. 

Amidft  the  various   occupations  of  Gefner, 
botany,  to  which  be  had  an  earjy  and  ftrong  at- 
tachment^ has  engaged  a  great  fhare  of  his  at- 
tention ; 

*  See  Coxc^s  Travels  into  Poland,  &c.  Book  viii.  cbap^  itr. 
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tendon  ;  befides  two  or  three  early  prod  unions 
in  this  line,  he  began,  in  the  year  17599  to  pub- 
Ii(h  a  work  which  he  has  extended  to  eight  pub- 
lications,  in  the  quarto  form. 

The  firft  feven  parts  bear  the  title  of  Phytqgra^ 
pbia  Sacra  Generalis ;  the  remaining,  that  of  Phy* 
iagrapbia  Sacra  Specialis.  In  this  work  the  author 
treats  on  philofophy,  of  vegetation  in  general, 
and  on  the  circulation  of  the  fap  through  the 
particular  parts  of  plants ;  on  the  Linnasan  fyftem, 
againfl  the  objedions  of  Alfton  ;  on  the  ufes  of 
plants  as  food  to  man,  and  gives  a  detail  of  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  edible  kinds,  with  a  Com- 
pendious account  of  the  fpecific  properties  of 
each  ;  on  the  medicinal  ufes  of  plants ;  on  the 
various  oeconomical  ufes  of  vegetables,  illuftrat- 
ing  in  a  particular  manner,  among  many  others, 
thofe  of  the  Palm-tree,  Flax,  and  Aloes. 

In  the  latter  volumes  of  this  work,  the  author 
treats  on  other  advantages  derived  to  mankind 
from  the  vegetable  world.  He  fpeaks,  for  in- 
ftance,  on  the  nature  and  conftituent  parts  of 
turf  and  peat,  and  enumerates  the  fpecies  of  bog 
and  fen  plants  which  enter  into  the  compofition  of 
each  ;  on  the  kinds  of  fhrubs  proper  for  hedges ; 
on  timber  for  building,  and  particularly  fuch  as 
were  ufed  for  thofe  purpofes  by  the  antients. 

In  the  firfl  part,  which  is  ail  that  is  hitherto 
publifhed,  of  what  he  names  Phytographia  Sacra 
Specialise  he  has  given  an  account  of  ihoic  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  the  plants  of  the  holy 
fcripturcs,  and  enters  upon  the  hiftory  of  each. 

The  Society  of  Phyfics  owes  its  origin  to 
Meffrs  Hevdegger,  Schultetz,  and  JohnGefncr, 
who  firft  affcmbled  in  1745,  and  admitted  others, 
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in  order  to  attend  a  courfe  of  lectures  on  natural 
hiflory.  This  courfe  was  read  by  Mr.  John  Gef- 
ner,  profeflbr  of  phyfics,  who  fo  greatly  excited 
the  attention,  and  animated  the  zeal  of  his  audi- 
ence, that  in  a  Aort  fpace.of  time  the  members 
were  increafed  to  feventy.  The  firft  regular 
meeting  was  held  in  1745,  in  a  private  houfe  ; 
and  in  a  few  years  they  deferved  and  received  the 
protedion  of  government,  which  granted  the 
profits  of  a  lottery  towards  eftablifliing  a  fund. 
There  are  now  about  a  hundred  and  twelve  mem- 
bers :  each  pays  on  his  admittance  eight  florins, 
or  about  feventeen  Ihillings,  and  the  fame  fum 
annually.  Since  1757,  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  apartments,  in 
a  houfe  belonging  to  one  of  the  tribes,  has  been 
ailigned  for  holding  their  aflemblies,  and  for 
containing  their  library  and  apparatus. 

The  fociety  is  divided  into  five  departments. 
I.  Phyfics.  2.  Mathematics.  3.  Natural  txif- 
tory.  ^.  Medicine.  5.  Application  of  phyfics 
to  arts  and  trades.  But  the  grand  and  principal 
objeA  of  this  fociety,  is  the  encouragement  and 
improvement  of  pradical  agriculture.  For  this 
purpofe  the  members  correfpond  with  the  land* 
holders  in  different  parts  of  the  canton  *,  vific  va- 
rious diftri£ts  in  rotation ;  fummon  to  Zuric  fome 
of  the  bed-informed  farmers ;  acquaint  them-  . 
felves  with  the  ftate  of  huibandry  ;  give  them  in- 
ilru£tions  ;  offer  prizes  for  improvements  in  cul- 
tivation ;  furnilh  fmall  fums  of  money  to  the 
poorer  peafants :  and  communicate  to  the  public 
the  refult  of  their  inquiries  and  obfervations. 

The   public  library  at  Zuric   contains  about 
25,000  volumes,  and  a  few  curious  manufcripts. 
Among  the  latter,  the  following  principally  at- 
tracted 
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trailed  my  attention,  i.  The  original  manufcripC 
of  Qumtilian,  that  was  found  in  the  library  of 
St.  Gallen,  and  from  which  the  firft  edition  of 
that  great  rhetorician  was  printed.  2.  Tbe 
pTalcns  in  the  Greek  tongue,  writtesi  on  parch- 
ment dyed  of  a  violet  colour.  Tbe  letters  arc 
filver,  excepting  the  initials,  which  are  in  goMoa 
charaflcrsy  and  the  marginal  references,  iwhidi 
are  red.  It  is  fimilar  to  tbe  ceksbrated 
Cedex  Argeraeus*  in  the  library  of  Upfala.  It  is 
foppofed  to  have  once  formed  part  of  the  {^odex 
Vaticanujy  preferved  in  the  Vatican  library  at 
Rome  :  as  both  of  thefe  manufcripts  are  fimibr, 
and  the  Roman  volume  is  deficient  in  tbepCijinis. 
Tbe  learned  Breitinger  has  publiflied  jsl  dtffiarta- 
tion  on  this  codcxj.  3.  Several  maaufcripts  of 
Zuingle,  which  prove  the  indefatigable  induftry 
of  that  celebrated  reformer.  Among  thefe  I  par- 
ticularly  noticed  his  Latin  Commentary  on  Ge« 
nefis  and  Ifaiah,  and  a  copy  of  St.  Paul's  £ptf- 
tles  from  the  Greek  Teftament  :piibti&ed  by 
Era&nus.  At  the  end  is  written  an  xnfcciption 
in  the  Greek  tongue,  fignifyingt  ^^  Copied  by 
Ulric  Zuingle,  14'  5**'  It-  was  prefemed  to  the 
^public  library  by  Ann  Zuingle,  the  lad  furvivor 
of  his  illuftriQus  race.  4.  Three  Latin  letters 
from  Lady  Jane  Grey  to  fiulltnger,  in  1551, 
1552,  and  1553.  Thefe  letters,  written  with 
her  own  hand,  breathe  a  fpirit  of  the  mod  unaf- 
£e£led  piety,  and  prove  the  extraordinary  pro- 

•  See  Travels  into  Poland,   Ruffia,   &c.   Book  vii.  chap.  vi. 
f  De    Antiquhrimo   Turicenfis    Bibiioihcc*  Grzco   Pfal- 
morum  Libro  Turici.     1 748. 
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gn&  which  thk  unfortunate  and  aecompliflied 
prmcefs^  though  only  in  the  iixteenth  year  of  bcr 
9g^  had  made  in  various  branches  of  literature* 
I%e  Greek  and  Hebrew  quotations  (hew  that  (he 
wit  well  acquainted  with  thofe  bnguages.  Tbefe 
loiters,  though  given  in  feveral  publications,  ycc 
are  not  printed  with  that  accuracy,  which  the 
idict  of  fuqh  a  perfonage  dofcrve. 

This  library  is  rich  in  the  beft  editions  of  the 
dafics ;  and  partieularly  in  the  early  impreffioas 
of  the  15th  century. 

The  library  of  the  cathedral  belonging  to  the 

Choline  College,  conuins  feveral  manufcripts  of 

the  reformers  Bullinger,  Pelican,  Bibliandcr,  an4 

LsoB  Joda }  particularly  the  traaflation  of  the 

Talmud  by  Pelican  and  Bibliander,  which  has 

never  been  printed  ;  alfo  fi|cty  volumes  of  letters 

from  Zuingle,  and  the  early  reformers,  with  a 

comfdete  indint.    This  coileftipn,  fo  intere(lii^ 

to  ecclefiafticai  hiftory,  was  formed  bf-Heary 

Hottinger^,  the  .learned  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 

the  Reformaticmy    renowned  for  his  exfenfive 

eniditioa,  aad  particubrly  for  his  profound  ikill 

ia  oriental  literature.    The  librarian  pointed  out 

aa  amient  aanufcript  of  the  Latin  Vulgate,  called 

Cmim  Caralmm^  and  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 

prefeat  from  Charleoiain )  but  without  founda- 

tioD,  Ibr  it  is  certainly  of  much  later  date,  pro* 

babl]^  of  the  eleventh  century.    Among  the  rare 

books  is  the  Latin  Bible,  tranflated  by  Pelican, 

Btbliander,  and  Leon  Juda,  printed  at  Zuric  in 

*f45- 
Vou  I.  G  The 

*  H^  was  bora  in  i6ao  1  and  was  drowsed  k  die  Limnur, 
1667. 
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The  lover  of  literary  and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory 
will  not  fail  to  vifit  the  Reverend  Mr.  Simler's 
ample  coUe&ion  of  letters  and  documeiits  be- 
tween Zuingle  and  the  other  reformers  of  Zuric, 
and  their  correfpondents  in  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope*. The  learned  profeffor  propofed  to  have 
pnnted  by  fubfcription,  in  two  volumes  in  foUo, 
the  letters  of  the  Englifh  reformers,  feveral  of 
which  Burnet  has  pubUfhed  in  his  Hiftory  of  the 
Reformation,  but  with  many  errors.  Not  find^- 
ing,  however,  fuiEcient  fubfcribers  for  fo  ex- 
penfive  a  publication,  he  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quifli  his  plan,  to  the  regret  of  all  lovers  of  bio- 
graphy. 

The  library  of  Mr.  de  Heydegger,  fenator  of 
Zuric,  deferves  the  notice  of  the  learned  travel- 
ler. The  ingenious  poffeffor  inherited  from  his 
father  only  3000  volumes,  which  he  has  extended 
to  15,000.  His  principal  aim  is  dire&ed  to  thofe 
books  that  were  unknown  to  Maittaire,  which 
might  aflift  in  correding  his  typographical  an- 
nals, and  in  forming  an  accurate  and  conne&ed 
hiftory  of  printing.  In  this  colieftion  are  found 
many  rare  and  elegant  impreffions  by  the  Aldufes, 
Juntas,  Gielitos,  Torzentino,  Stephens,  Elzivers, 
Comino,  Tonfon,  Wetftein,  Baflkervilie,  Bodoni, 
Barbot,  and  Didot.  It  is  particularly  rich  in  the 
earlieft  impreffions,  of  which  there  are  no  lefs 
than  feven  hundred  that  were  printed  in  the  fif- 
teenth century* 

Among  many  rare  books,  I  noted  down  the 
foIk)wing: — Ciceronis  o^cia.  Fuft  et  Scheiffec 
1465.  pet.  in  folio. — ^Jo.  Sanuenfis  Catholicon^ 
folio..  Aug.  Vindel.  Gunthcr,  Zeiner  et  Rent* 
Ungcn.  1469.— Firft  edition  of  Petrarcha  Venct. 

Vindel. 
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VindeL  dc  Spira,  1470.  See  Cat.  dc  la  Valli* 
ere,  1783I  No.  3570. — ^Firft  edition  of  Dante, 
C.  Fulginel  Neumeiuer  147  a.  See  la  Valliere 
No.  3558.— Boccacio  Genealogia  Deorum  et 
Kber  de  montibus  et  Sylvis.  Vcnct.  Vindcl.  de 
Sinra,  1472  and  1473.  ^^^^  edition. — ^Dc  Claris 
molieribus.  Ulma  Sv.  Zeiner,  1473.  Firft  edi- 
don  with  wooden  cuts,  very  fingular.  See  Ca- 
talogue de  la  Valliere,  No.  3810  and  5609.-^ 
Boccacio  Decamerone  Venet.  Gio  et  Gregor.  de 
Gregoriifratelli,  1492,  folio,  wooden  cuts.  The 
Decameron  tranflated  into  German  about  1475, 
folio. — ^Mamontreclus  Beropae  p.  Helian  Heliae, 
1470,  folio.  This  book  was  printed  at  Mun« 
fter,  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne,  and  is  curious, 
becaufe  it  is  the  firft  inftance  of  typography  in 
Switzerland. 
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Ei^dition  dofig  the  SorJbnjf  tke  LAe  if  Zuric 
Rfgenjberg^  md  to  tU  Summit  qf  tb€  Li^fr^ 


INURING  m(y  firft  tour  through  Switzerland, 
I  pafied  too  fiiort  a  time  at  Zuric  to  have  an  op« 
portunity  of  vifiting  its  delightful  environs, 
which,  for  the  mild  beauties  of  nature,  for  the 
numerous  population,  and  well-being  of  the 
peafantry,  is  fcarceiy  furpafled  by  any  fpot  on 
the  globe.  Having,  on  fubfequent  occafions, 
refidcd  longer  at  Zuric,  I  did  not  omit  making 
feveral  excurfions  into  various  parts  of  the  can- 
ton ;  an  account  of  which  will  form  the  fubjeft 
of  the  prefent  letter. 

The  weather  clearing  up  after  feveral  conti- 
muod  and  heavy  rains,  on  the  34th  of  June, 
178  c,  I  accomoanied  Mr.  de  Bonftet  of  Berne, 
ProfdBbr  Meifter,  and  fome  other  gentlemen 
of  Zuric,  in  a  delightful  tour  round  the  lake« 
Wc  had  no  need  of  guides,  as  the  country  was 
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ird  kilotMi  td  my  coB^ankim ;  utA  we  had  no 
iKunbraace  of  baggage.  Haring  made  aa  ear- 
ly dimiery  according  to  ^  cuflom  of  the  phce, 
we  departed  at  mid-day  $  and  walked  about  three 
mS€»,  tliroQgh^aeyardt  amd  corn-fields,  to  Kirf^ 
nach^  a  finall  viBage  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake. 
Heve  we  paid  a  vifit  to  a  gentleman,  and  were 
fen^  w^  tea,  flicea  of  bread  and  butter,  and 
chemea. 

hk  1778,  Kuffiiach  waa  conliderably  damaged 
by  the  rife  of  a  fmall  torrent,  which  poured 
down  firom  the  mountains,  carried  away  twenty- 
five  hcafet,  and  deftroyed  about  (bcty  perfons. 
This  torrent,  aiyw  only  a  Bttle  riH,  iweKed  to 
fucfa  a  degree,  as  to  fife  at  lead  thirty  feet  above 
lis  ttfnal  level ;  an  increafe  owing  to  the  fiiddea 
mdting  ef  the  (how  on  the  neighbouring  heights. 
Every  afliftance  was  mftantly  afforded  to  the 
wretched  inhabitsmts,  and  a  coHedion  of  j^.3ooa 
was  raifed  in  one  Sunday  at  the  different  churchy 
of  Zuric :  ah  aftomfting  coUedion  for  a  town 
which  does  not  contuat  1  i,ooa  fouls. 

I  am  indebted  to  Profeflbr  Meifter  for  the  fot- 
fewing  obfervations  on  the  population,  induftry, 
and  produdions  of  Kuflnach,  and  tbe^ncighbourii 
ing  villages. 

Kuffiiach  contains  about  1700  fouls,  and  the 
ndghbouring  villages  are  no  lefs  peopled :  this 
aftonifhing  population  in  fo  fmall  a  compafs  is 
occafioned  by  the  trade  of  the  capital,  which 
employs  fo  many  hands.  The  proporticfn  be- 
tween the  produce  of  the  fdil  and  the  profits  de- 
rived  from  working  for  the  manufa£tures,  may 
be  efUmated  from  the  following  calculation : 
Five  pariihes  and  two  villages,  fituated  near  the 

lakes 
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lakes  of  Zaric  and  Greiflkn,  contain  8498 
fouls }  and  comprehend  only  6050  acres  *  of 
arable  land,  698  of  vines,  and  .3407  of  pi^ftisre, 
or  fcarccly  an  acre  spid  a  quarter  for  each  per^t 
fon.  Their  fubfiftencc  is  principally  fupplied  by 
2016  looms,  by  means  of  t  Mcb  th^y  prepare 
filk  and  cotton  for  the  iperchants  of  Zuric. 
In  thofe  parts  »n  acre  is  fold  for  £•  ^00  or 
j^.  120;  whereas  the  fame  quantity  in  the  in^ 
terior  part  of  the  canton  h  worth  pnly  £.20  or 

In  fixteen  pariflies,  fituated  on  the  borders  of 
the  lakC)  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  178/1.,  were 
32,581*  There  were  271  marriages,  115^  births. 
The  proportion  of  the  mdrriages  to  the  births,  as 
1 000  to  4188  ;  of  the  births  to  (he  deaths,  as 
1000  to  882 ;  of  the  births  to  the  living,  as  i^q 
to  1 8*705 ;  of  the  deaths  to  the  living,  as  aooo 
to  32,515 }  of  the  m^l^s  to  the  females,  as  1000 
to  io97t 

Having  repofed  ourfclves  about  an  hour  at 
Kuflhach,  we  continued  our  walk  through  vine^ 
yards  and  corn-fields,  fometimes  on  the  ilopjng 
banks  of  the  lake,  fometimes  on  ^  fmall  foot- 
path formed  on  terraces  upon  a  level  with  the 
water  ;  or  along  narrow  roads  that  refembl^ 
gravel-walks  winding  through  pleafure-grounds 
and  parks  in  England.    We  enjoyed,  during 

Srreat  part  qf  the  way,  the  moft  agreeable  fliadt: 
mm  large  beech  and  oak,  walnut  and  other 
fruit-tree^,  that  overhang  like  weeping  willows ; 
many  of  whiph  are  planted  almoft  horiatontally, 
cither  ftretphing  frpqi  the  ffdes  of  the  hill,  or 

from 

^  ^  The  acre  ufed  in  this,  letter  coptains  from  32,69019 
|6,oop  fijuarp  fpct.  .    *      •       •. 


from  the  ▼ery%edge  of  the  water^  their  boughs 
doping  into  fihc  lake :  the  fcattered  cottages,  the 
nomcrous  Tillages^  the  pidurefque  villas  placed 
cm  the  banks  of  the  lake,  and  feveral  neat 
churches,  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  ever-chang« 
ing  fcenery. 

Having  walked  about  three  miles  further,  we. 
ftopped  at  a  peafaat's  houfe  in  Meile,  who  regal- 
ed us  with  our  ufoal  fare,  milk  and  cherries,  but 
would  receive  no  recompenic.  Here  we  em- 
barked and  crofled  the  lake,  enjoying  a  moft 
agreeable  view  of  each  border  fiudded  with 
vShs,  churches,  and  villages,  many  of  which 
looked  like  large  towns,  as  they  were  half  con« 
cealed  by  the  intervening  trees.  As  we  pafied 
near  a  bold  promontory,  richly  covered  with 
wood,  we  c4>rerved  the  fun,  which  was  hid  under 
a  cloud,  gilding  die  diilant  town  of  Rapper- 
Ichwyl,  the  hills  towards  ^uric  (ilvered  by  a 
milder  ray,  and  the  gloomy  but  fublime  moun- 
tains of  Glarus  boldly  rifmg  to  the  fouth. 

We  landed  ac  WcddenfchweiU  which  is  a^ree* 
ably  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake*  It  is 
the  capital  of  a  bailliage,  that  ftretches  to  the 
limits  of  the  cantons  of  Zug  and  SchweitZ|  and 
was  formerly  an  independent  lordihip.  In  1 287 
it  was  £[>ld  by  Rhodolph  of  Weddenfchweil  to 
the  Knights  of  Jcrufalem ;  and  became  a  com- 
mandery  until  1459,  when  Zuric  purchafed  it 
from  the  mafter  oJF  that  order  for  20,000  florins. 
The  inhabitants  having  revolted  in  1466,  and 
being  compelled  to  fubmit,  were  deprived  of  fe- 
veral privileges,  4nd  particularly  the  criminal 
jurifdi^on,  which  was  transferred  to  the  fenate 
of  Zuric«     Notwitbftanding,  however,  the  lofs 
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cf  tb«fe  iAimnnitiei,  the  ttiUneft  «f  g^vtrttment 
is  Aiffitiently  tnatiifdHed,  by  tlie  cdflfi<kraMe  ia- 
cteafe  of  the  popaladon  wmiin  this  htft  century* 
The  number  of  fouU,  whkhin  1678  emrifted  of 
only  4667,  ainoanted  in  1783  to  81 88. 

Near  Weddenfchweil  I  obfervcd  a  bttntifbl 
meadotr,  prettily  ikirted  with  wood^  and  feiti- 
lizedT)y  a  lively  ftneam,  which  tempted  me  to 
quit  the  road.  I  had  fc^reely  proteed^  fifty 
paces,  before  I  faw  a  filter  rill  gufiiing  from  the 
crerice  of  a  rock  fprinkled  with  wt>od.  A»  we 
vrere  contemplating  this  pleafing  landfcapc^  we 
beard  the  noife  ot  falling  waters^  and  eaught  a 
glimpfe  of  a  torrent  tumbling  from  an  elevated 
rock,  gliilening  through  the  dark  foliage, 
and  richly  illuminated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  was  concealed  from  our  view»  Having 
penetrated  by  the  fide  of  the  torrent^  we  iaw  it 
burfting  from  the  height,  amid  furrounding  trees^ 
fall  about  fix  feet  upon  a  ridge,  and  then  roil 
fifty  feet  in  mid  air,  without  touching  the  fides 
of  the  precipice.  The  cffrfk  was  peeuTiarly  flrik- 
ing*  Nor  cbuld  we  fufliciently  admire  the  am« 
phitheatre  of  rock,  the  beeches  fafpended  on  its 
top  and  fides,  the  beams  of  the  fun  darting  on 
tke  failing  waters,  and  the  noife  of  the  torrent 
contrafting  with  the  mild  and  tranquil  beautieil 
of  the  lake  we  bad  juft  ouitted. 

Our  walk  to  Richlifwick,  where  we  paffcd  the 
night,  was  no  lefs  agreeable  thdn  diat  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  lake.  The  road  ran  fometimes 
through  meadows,  at  a  little  difiance  from  the 
lake,  fometimes  clofe  to  the  water,  under  the 
fiiade  of  trees  planted  cafually  by  the  band  o( 
nature,  in  the  moft  capricious  inapcs  :  we  fcarce* 
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ly  advanced  a  hundred  fteps  wkbcut  p^Smg  s 
neat  ebttage^  and  meeting  with  pea&ntf,  who  bm 
iutddns  as  ve  went  along.  Every  ^t  of  ground 
is  cultivated  in  the  higheft  perfeftioa* 

At  Richlifwick,  which  like  Weddenfchweii 
contains  many  good  houfes  of  ftcme,  ^aUleted 
and  white-waflied,  ornamented  with  green  win- 
dow-lhtitters,  and  Venetian  blinds,  wc  fbtmd  an 
inn  with  eomfbrtable  accommodatioM.  This 
place  has  a  good  port ;  is  the  paflage  of  mucii 
merchandiase ;  and  is  greatly  reforted  to  by  the 
pilgrimis,  in  their  way  to  Einndlin. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  embarked,  and 
failed  to  the  Ifle  of  Ufnau.  The  weather  was 
nncommonly  fine,  the  lake  was  quite  flill,  cbe  re* 
fle^on  of  the  white  boufes  quivered  on  the  fur* 
fistce  of  the  water ;  and  the  hollows  of  the  dtftant 
mountains  feemed  to  be  filled  with  a  tranfparent 
vapour,  which  induced  me  to  cry  out,  in  dk  laa^ 
guage  of  poetry, 

> 

'«  Pleajant  tfu  fim^ 
*  Whmfirf  m  thh  Mghtf^lUndht  finait 

••  GliJFrwg  nvitA  dew^." 

About  a  mile  from  Richlifwick  is  a  fingle 
houfe  {landing  on  a  gentle  acclivity,  the  walla  of 
which  divide  the  canton  of  Zuric  from  that  Of 
Schweitz,  and  at  the  fame  time  fet  inftant  bounds 
to  that  induftry  and  population  which  had  hither-^ 
to  attra&ed  our  wonder  and  delight. 

In  about  two  hours  we  landed  at  Ufnau,  a 
pkafant  iiland,  about  an  EngUih  mile  in  clrcum- 

•  Milton's  Paradtfc  Loft. 
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ference,  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  Einfidlin.  It 
has  only  a  fingle  houfe,  inhabited  by  a  pcafant's 
£aLinily»  two  barn$9  a  kind  of  tower  or  fummer- 
houfe,  (eated  on.  the  higbed  point,  a  chapel 
wbkh  is  never  ufed,  and  a^  church  in  which  jnafs 
is  faid  only  twice  in  the  year.  Within  is  the 
tomb  of  St.  Adeli:ic,  who  built  an  hermitage  on 
die  ifiand,  to  which  he  retired.  He  died  in 
1473,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  highly  revered  for 
bis  fuppofed  fandity  ;  as  a  Latin  infcription  in- 
forms us,  that  ^*  he  was  fed  with  bread  from 
'^  heaven,  and  walked  upoA  the  fur&ce  of  the 
^*  waters.*' 

This  ifland  is  fometimes  called  Hutten's 
Ifland)  in  memory  of  that  extraordinary  perfon, 
who- retired' and  died  in  this  obfcure  fpot. 

Hutten,  defcended  from  an  iUuftrious  family, 
was  bom  at  Seckenberg  in  f^ranconia,  and  re- 
ceiving an  education  fuitable  to  his  birth,  pro- 
fecuted  his  ftudies  with  that  impetuous  zeal 
*  which  was  the.  leading  mark  of  his  chara&er« 
He  paflfed  a  life  of  almoft  ui^aralleled  vicifli- 
tude  ;  fometimes  in  the  camp,  fignalized  for 
perfonal  courage ( fometimes  in  univerfities,  where 
he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  various  publications ; 
fometimes  in  courts,  received  with  refprft,  or 
driven  away  for  infolence ;  and  fometimes  wan- 
dering over  diflPerent  parts  of  Europe  in  extreme 
indigence.  Haying,  at  an  early  period  of  his 
life,  embraced  the  opinions  of  Luther,  he  drew 
both  his  pen  and  his  fword  in  defence  of  the  new 
dodrines ;  was  fo  intemperate  in  his  ardour, 
that  he  was  frequently  imprifoned  ;  and  alarmed 
even  the  daring  fpirit  of  Luther  by  his  repeated 
outrages.     Having  rendered   himfelf  an  equal 
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9b}e£k  of  terror  to  both  Lutherans  and  Catholics, 
his  overbearing  temper  in  vain  fought  an  afy« 
lum,  until  he  found  it  in  this  fequeffered  ifland. 
He  expired  in  1 523,  in  the  36th  year  of  his  age : 
a  man  as  remarkable  for  his  genius  and  learning, 
as  for  hi3  turbulence  and  prefumption. 

The  ifland  is  agreeably  broken  into  hill  and 
dale  :  is  extremely  fertile  in  pafture ;  produces 
hemp,  flax,  a  few  vines,  and  a  fmall  tufted  wood, 
whic)i  overhangs  the  edge  of  the  water.  It 
is  the  only  ifland  in  the  lake  of  Zuric,  except  an 
nninhabited  rock,  which  yields  a  fmall  quantity 
of  hay. 

Having  reimbarked,  we  foon  landed  at  Rapper* 
fchwyi,  which  I  have  defcribcd  in  a  preceding 
letter  ;  and  continued  afcending  amid  hanging 
^clofures  of  pafture  and  corn,  commanding  a 
fine  view  of  the  lakey-  hills,  mountains,  and 
alps*  Having  pafled  the  little  territory  belong- 
ing tp  Rapperfcbywl,  we  came  into  the  canton  of 
>&uric.  On  entering,  a  neat  cottage,  to  inquire 
the  road,  we  law  a  peafant  ceaching  about  thirty 
children  to  read  and  write*  On  exprefling  my 
furprize  and  fatisfadion,  I  was  informed  that 
icach  village  has  a  peafant  fchoolmafter,  either  en- 
tirely or  partly  paid  by  government ;  and  that  in 
this  cajiton  th^re  is  fcarccly  a  child  who  is  not 
inftru^ed  in  reading  and  writing.  A.. little  fur- 
cher  we  entered  another  cottage,  where  the  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  offered  us  milk  and  cherries, 
and  plJiced  upon  the  table  nine  or  ten  large  fiU 
yer  fppons* 

We  continued  our  walk  through  an  enclofed, 
Jiilly,'  and  well-wooded  country,  and  arrived 
ilJl^out  aiid-d^y  at  Gruncngcn,  a  fmall  burgh, 

capital 
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cftpiul  of  the  baiUiag«.  After  dinner  vrt  paid  a 
▼lilt  to  the  balKf,  who  refides  in  the  caftk^  whicb 
ilandi  on  an  eievatcd  rock,  overlooking  an  ex- 
teniive  proTped  i  towards  the  fouth  wild  and  ro* 
inantic»  cowards  the  weft  rich  and  well  cukivatedy 
watered  by  a  lively  ftream  which  flows  from  the 
lake  of  P/effikon. 

The  bailif  pofleffes  coafiderable  authority. 
He  judges  civil  and  criminal  aflfairs,  in  the  pre* 
fence  o?  certain  jurymen  and  the  under-bailif  ^ 
but  can  pals  fentence  without  their  cpncurrence, 
as  neither  of  them  enjoys  a  vote*  He  can  pu* 
nifh  all  crimes  which  are  not  capital :  can  order 
whipping)  or  even  the  torture  to  oe  inflified, 
when  the  criminal  is  conviAcd,  and  wfll  not 
canfefs  ;  and  I  was  greatly  fhocked  to  find  that 
this  horrid  expedient  bad  been  lately  praAifikL 
Even  in  capital  cafes  he  can  condemn  to  deadly 
provided  he  fummons  eighty  jurymen  from  the 
different  diftrifis  to  be  prefent  at  the  trial ;  but 
as  this  cuftom  is  attended  with  much  ezpence, 
be  ufually  remits  the  felon  to  Zuric.  In  civil 
proceedings  an  appeal  lies  from  his  deciflon  to 
the  fenate  of  Zuric. 

If  the  bailif  abufes  his  power,  the  fenate  readi- 
ly liftens  to  the  complaints  of  the  opprefTcd  inha- 
bitants, and  would  not  fail  to  puniih  the  unjuft 
judge.  An  inftance  of  this  impartiality  occur- 
red in  17549  when  the  bailif  being  proved  guilty 
of  extortions,  though  be  was  Ibn-in4aw  to  the 
burgomaftcr,  he  was  fined  and  baniflied  from  Swit- 
zerland. I  learned  this  fa£l,  on  obferving  a  va^ 
cant  place  in  the  feries  of  coats  of  arms  belonging 
to  the  feveral  baiiifs,  wbieh  are  painted  in  the 
hall  of  the  caftle ;  the  arms  of  the  ei^tortioner, 

which 
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wl»A  once  fitted  this  vacant  place,   had  beca 
craficdi  by  order  of  goveroiacat. 

From  Gruaeagca  wc  purfued  our  courfe 
AroQgh  Uaes,  £ddf,  and  eadoftires,  along  a 
moft  ddi^tfttl  country,  abounding  in  vines, 
mm,  pafturc,  and  wood.  A$  the  fetting  Tua 
gcadoatty  defoeaded  below  the  horizon,  we  fre- 
quently looked  back  upon  the  diftaat  alps,  whofe 
fewer  parte  were  du&y  and  gloomy ;  and  whofe 
fiunmits  were 

**  Jkd  nkm$  dift  in  hun/n  •.' 

hX  the  doic  of  the  evening  I  arrived  at  Uftar ; 
.  fi^ettiaj^  that  our  day's  journey  was  concluded, 
and  not  feeling  in  the  leaft  fatigued  with  a  walk 
of  eiightecn  nules,  from  Rapperfchwyl  to  Uftar  } 
Co  greatly  bad  I  been  occupied  and  delighted 
with  the  beauties  of  this  romantic  country. 

Uftar  is  a  large  parifli,  containing  3000  fouls  ; 
the  wooden  cottages  are  neat  and  commodious, 
xefemble  thoie  in  the  canton  of  Appenzel,  and 
are  dilberfed  in  the  fame  manner  over  the  hills 
aaddales. 

The  fun  had  (carcdy  rifen  before  wc  quitted 
our  beds,  and  walked  to  the  caftle  of  Uftar.  It 
JSands  boldly  on  an  elevated  rock,  planted  to  its 
very  fumoiit  with  vines,  and  commands  a  moft 
cxtenfive  view,  bounded  by  the  Jura,  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Black  Foreft,  and  the  chain  of  alps 
ftretching  from  the  canton  of  Appcnzel  to  the 
canfinf  a  of  the  Vallais.  Below  and  around,  the 
country  refembled  the  moft  cultivated  and  en- 
cfefcd  pvt9  of  England ;  a  fmall  lively  ftream 

windtd 
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vxnded  through  an  immenfe  plain  ;  while  the 
lake  of  Greiffen  appeared  like  a  broad  river,  waffak 
ing  the  bottom  of  the  adjacent  hills. 

This  caftle  was  formerly  the  refidcnce  of  the 
counts  of  Uftar,  who  held  it  and  the  diftrid:  as  a 
fief  from  the  counts  of  Ravenfpurgh,  and  was  at 
that  time  a  ftrong  fqrtrefs.  On  the  cxtin£tion  of 
that  hbufe,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century- 
it  was  transferred  to  the  family  of  de  Bonftet ; 
and  in  1552  was  purchafed  by  Zuric,  and  uiiited 
to  the  bailliage  of  Greiffenfee. 

Monfieur  de  Bonftet,  whom  I  have  mentioned 
as  one  of  our  party,  derived  great  fatisfa£don  in 
tracing  the  antiquity  and^hMlbry  of  this  feat,  for- 
merly poflfeiTed  by  his  anceft^rs,  and  in  obferving 
the  family  arms  painted  upon  the  glafs  windows. 
This  caftle  is  now  a  private  gentleman's  houfe, 
and  belongs  to  Mr.  Teyler  of  Wcddcnfchwcil. 

From  tJftar  we  crofled  the  fields,  and  arrived 
at  the  lake  of  Grciflfen.  We  walked  for  fome 
way  upon  the  turf,  along  its  borders,  under  the 
pendulous  branches  of  oak,  beech,  and  elms. 
This  lake  is  of  an  oblong  ftiape,  about  fix  miles 
long  and  a  mile  broad.  On  one  fide  the  (horcs 
are  flat,  or  gently  rifing,  on  the  other,  hilb 
richly  wooded.  The  dearth  of  cottages  and  in- 
habitants, in  this  delightful  but  folitary  fpot, 
formed  a  ftriking  contraft  with  the  numerous 
villages  we  had  recently  quitted  ;  while  the  fou- 
thern  extremity  of  the  lake  feemed  almoft  bound- 
ed by  that  magnificent  chain  of  alps,  which  coqi- 
ftantly  engaged  ouc  attention. 

Having  embarked  in  a  fmall  boat,  we  pafled 
the  village  of  Greiffen,  plcafingly  fituatcd  on  a 
fmall  promontory  embofomcd  in  a  wood,  and 

landed 
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landed  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake. 
Here  I  bathed,  and  walked  on  gently,  afcending^ 
through  fertile  grounds,  delightfully  planted  with^ 
oak,  beech,  and  poplars,  and  innumerable  fruit- 
trees.     At  a  fmall  village  we  flopped  at  the  par** 
fonage*     You  can  fcarcely  form  to  yourfelf  an 
adequate  idea   of  the  neatnefs   and  fimplicity 
which  reign   in  thefe  parts.     The  clergyman's 
two  daughters,  about  fifteen  br  fixteen  years  of 
age,  politely  brought  milk  and  cherries  for  our 
refreihment.     They  were  neatly  dreft,  like  tU,e 
pealant  girls,  in  ftraw  hats,  their  fbift^Ieeves 
tied,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  above  their 
elbows. 

From  this  retreat  of  innocence  and  fimplicity 
we  afcended  about  a  mile,  then  burft  upon  a 
crharming  view  of  Zuric,  the  lake,  and  environs; 
and,  gently  defcending,  arrived  at  Zuric,  quite 
enchanted  with  this  fhort  expedition. 

An  expedition  to  the  fummit  of  the  Lagerberg 

was  no  lefs  agreeable  than  the  former  excurfion. 

1  procured  a  guide  and  a  horfe  ;  but  the  weather 

proving  very  fine,  I  gave  up  the  horfe  to  my 

fervant,  and  preferred  walking  acrofs  the  corn* 

fields,  meadows,  and  thickets.    The  fields  were 

enlivened  by  the  numerous  perfons  employed 

in  harvefl.     In  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  the  neigh* 

bouring  countries,  I  obferved  with  pleafure,  that 

the  oxen,  which  are  chiefly  ufed  for  draught,  are 

not  yoked  to  the  teams  or  ploughs,  but  harnefled 

like  horfes.     This  cuftom  enables  thofe  animals 

to  perform  their  labour  with  much  more  eafe,  and 

with  greater  eflfeft.    h  has  latcly1)een  introduced 

into  foxne  parts  of  England  i  and  all  unprejudiced 

farmers  allow  its  fuperior  advanta^^c,  as  the  yoke 

is 
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V  extremely  gtlK^g  ;  and  four  ozcn  hanwOfA 
with  coHara  will  do  as  much  work  a9  fix  wh^o 
^oked  by  the  neck. 

A  few  mk»  from  Zuric,  I  pafied  through  tbe 
Tillage  «f  Aff  bokeren,  near  the  church,  which  ia 
prettilj  fituated  in  tbe  middfe  of  a  large  fii^ld  i 
Ourtecl  tbe  finall  laku  of  Gaften,  at  a  litde  diftaace 
from  the  pi^urefquc  ruins  of  0)d-Reg«n(berg  « 
and  gently  afcendcd  to  New^Regepibergp  wbicb 
ftandft  on  aa  elevation,  at  the  foot  of  thQ  Lager- 

The  count!  of  Rq;en(berg  were  powerful 
baron«  during  that  period  of  anarchy  and  confo- 
fion  which  dilUnguifhed  the  lath  and  i3tb  g^« 
turiet*  They  were  involved  in  conftant  wars,  or 
father  defuhory  ikiripiflies,  with  the  town  of  Zu-- 
ric,  uptil  they  were  finally  repulfed  bv  Rhodolph 
of  Hab(burgb,  then  captain- general  of  the  tropps 
of  Zuric.  On  tbe  extin&ion  of  the  ctvunts  of 
Regenibcrg,  in  tbe  14th  century,  their  territory 
devolved  to  tbe  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  in  14099 
became  fubjedto  Zuric. 

The  prefent  burgh  is  inhabited  by  about  aoo 
perfons :  who  enjoy  confiderj^blc privileges.  They 
have  their  burgomaAcr,  and  a  council  of  fijt 
members,  who  form  tbe  civil  court  of  juftice, 
from  whofe  decifion  an  appeal  lies  diredly  to 
Zuric.  The  criminal  juriiHi&ion  belongs  to  the 
bailif,  who  refides  in  the  caftle.  This  building 
was  formerly  of  great  ftrength,  and  frequently 
defied  the  attacks  of  Zuric.  The  greateft  part 
pf  the  prefent  edifice  was  conftru&ed  in  the  laft 
century }  the  oc'  f  remains  of  the  ancient  fonreis 
being  ibme  ftone  walls  and  a  round  tower,  wbicb 
«ommandi  »  diftant  profpcd;.     A  well  in  tbe 

middle 


mfddle  of  the  burgh,  hollowed  in  the  rock  to  the 
depth  of    ai6  feet,  which  is  now  dry,  furniflicd 
formcrXy  ^atcr  to  the  garrifon,  during  the  obfli- 
nate  fiegcs  it  maintained,  before  the  invention  of 
gunpowder.     Near  this  well  is  a  copious  foun- 
tain, which  18  fupplied  from  a  fpring  that  rifes  in 
the  Lagcrberg.    The  adjacent  country  is  a  mod 
delightful  intermixture  of  hill  and  dale.     The 
rock  on  which  Regenfbcrg  is  built,  and  which 
terminates    in  an  abrupt  precipice,   forms  the 
eaftem   extremity  of  that  vaft  chain  of  moun-» 
tains  known  by  the  general  name  of  Jura,  the 
branches  of  which  are  'diftinguiflied  by  diflferent 
appellations.     The  .branch  that  rifes  from  this 
point  is   called  the  Lagerkergy  to  the  fummit  of 
which    I  mounted  on  horfeback.     I  pafied  for 
fome  way  through  cultivated  enclofures,  -and  af- 
terwards through  forcfts  of  pine,  fir,  and  beech,  . 
until  I  reached  the  higheil  point,  on  which  (lands 
a  (ignal-lioufc.    From  this   point,  which   over- 
looks  the   whole  country,  I  enjoyed  one  of  the 
moft  extenfive  and  uninterrupted  profpedts,  and 
particularly  the  fined  dift^nt  view  of  the  Alps, 
which  I  had  yetfeen  in  Switzerland. 

To  the  north,  the  eye  expatiates  freely  over 
the  wilds  of  the  Black  Foreft  ;  to  the  eaft,  be- 
yond the  confines  of  Bavaria  ;  towards  the  wed, 
traces  the  branches  of  the  Jura  extending  in 
multifarious  diredlions  ;  to  the  fouch,  looks  down 
upon  the  fertile  and  enclofcd  regions  in  the  can- 
ton of  Zuric,  on  the  lake  and  its  populous  banks, 
and  admires  the  vaft  expanfe  of  country  fwelling 
from  plains  to  acclivities,  from  acclivities  to  hills, 
from  hills  to  mountains,  and  terminating  in  thofc 
ftupendous  alps, 

Vol..  I-  H  "  Who/c 
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Tke  wonderful  and  fublime  profpeA  ddaiaa^ 
me  infenfibly  till  the  clofe  of  the  e^eniogt  vhfs 
Idefcended,  through  the  gloomy  forefts  of  piMtr 
fir,  and  beech,  that  clothe  the  fides  of  the  L»f 
g^berg ;  and,^  filled  with  thofe  pleafing  but  me- 
lancholy refle^ons  which  the  indefcribahle  beai(* 
ties  of  nature  leave  upon  the  mind,  I  rode  flowly 
on,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Zuric  till  the  gloom^^o^ 
night  had  overfpread  the  horizon. 
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V^tnterihwy-'Cq/ik  ef  Kyburgb, 


W. 


INTERTHUR  (lands  about  twelve  milct 
from  Zuric ;  a  town  which^  although  fituated 
in  the  canton,  and  under  the  protedion  of 
Zuric,  yet  retains  its  own  taws,  has  its  own 
magiftrates,  and  is  in  a  great  meafureindependentr 
Wintcrthur  was  formerly  governed  by  its  own 
counts^  who  were  probably  a  branch  of  the  Ky- 
burgh  family,  for  both  houfes  bore  the  fame  coat 
of  arms.  In  the  14th  century  it  was  polTeiTcd  by 
Hartman,  count  of  Ky burgh,  who  firft  furround- 
cd  it  with  walls ;  and  upon  his  d^atb  it  devolved 
to  his  nephew  Rbodolpb  of  Haplburgh.  Rho- 
dolph,  afterwards  emperor,  conferred  upon  the 
inhabitants  confiderable  privileges,  for  affiftins 
him  in  the  war  in  which  he  was  engaged  wita 
Ottocar,  king  of  Bohemia.  It  continued  fubje£fc 
to.  his  defccndants  until  14243  when  the  inha- , 
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bitants  claimed  the  prote£lion,  and  obtained  the 
alliance,  of  Zuric.  In  1467,  the  archduke  Si- 
gifmond  having  fold  his  rights  to  Zuric,  that 
canton  fuccecded  to  his  prerogatives. 

A  deputy  from  Zuric  rcfides  at  Winterthur, 
but  for  no  other  purpofc  than  for  coUcdting  the 
foil,   half  of  which  bcfongs  to  Zuric. 

The  government  of  Winterthur  is  ariftocrati- 
cal.  The  fupreme  power,  in  all  things  not  in- 
terfering with  the  claims  of  Zuric,  refides  in  the 
Great  and  Little  Council.  Thefe  two  tribunals 
united  are.  final  judges  in  ^11  criminal  procedures, 
and  pafs  (entence  of  death  without  appeal.  The 
Little  Council  is  invefted  with  the  general  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs,  and  determines  civil  caufe$> 
m  the  firft  refort.  From  their  dccifion  an  ap- 
peal lies  to  the  Great  Council,  and  in  all  pro- 
cdTes  between  a  Granger  and  a  burgher,  to  the 
fenate  of  Zuric. 

Although  the  town  Isconfidered  as  independent 
and  only  under  the  proteftion  of  Zuric,  yet  that 
canton  claims  the  right  of  rcftridling  the  inha- 
bitants- from  manufacturing  filk,  and  from  efta- 
bliihrng  a  printing-prefe,  as  interfering  with  the 
liatives  of  Zuric.  This  redridion  has  occalioned', 
and  ilill  continues  to  excite,  ill-will  between  the 
two  towns,  and  has  given  rife  to  much  litigation. 
And  though  Zuric  did  not  prohibit  the  manu- 
•fa£lures  of  (ilk,  yet  by  forbidding  the  peafants  of 
the  canton  from  preparing  and  fpinning  the  ma- 
terials, this  order  amounted  to  a  virtual  prohibi- 
tion. 


At 
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At  prefent  a  fimilar  difpute  is  in  agitation  con- 
cerning the  cftablifliment  of  a  printing-prcfs  at 
Winterthur.  The  right  will  fcarcely  be  contro- 
Tcrted  ;  but  as  the  caufe  will  be  finally  determin* 
ed  by  Zuric,  it  remains  a  doubt  whether  that 
government  will  be  fufficiently  difinterefted  to 
ticcide  in  favour  of  Winterthur  agatnftitr own 
burghers. 

In  all  other  refpe£^s,  excepting  in  thefe  two 
articles  of  trade  fo  profitable  to  Zuric,  the  com- 
merce of  Winterthur  lies  under  no  reftraint.  The 
principal  -mantifaftures  are  mufiins,  printed  cot« 
tons,  and  cloth.  Some  vitficfl  works  are  carried 
on  with  oonfider^le  fuccefs. 

The  town  is  fniall,  and  its  inhabitants  amount 
to  about  two  thoufand ;  who  are  for  the  moft 
part  remarkably  induflrious.  The  fchools  in 
this  petty  ftate  are  well  endowed  and  regulated* 
The  public  library  contains  a  fmall  collection  of 
books,  and  a  great  number  of  Roman  coins  and 
medals,  chiefly  found  at  Ober- Winterthur ; 
among  the  moft  rare  I  obferved  a  Didius  Julia- 
nus  and  a  Pertinax.  Ober-Winterthur,  or  Up« 
per  Winterthur,  at  prefent  only  a  fmall  village 
near  the  town,  in  the  high  road  leading  to  Frauen* 
field,  is  the  fite  of  the  ancient  VUodurum^  a  Ro« 
man  ftation,  and  the  moft  confiderable  place  ia 
this  .neighbourhood.  No  other  remains  of  its 
former  confequcnce  fubfift  but  the  foundations  of 
^ntient  walls,  and  the  numerous  Roman  coins 
aad  medals  which  have  been  difcovered.  The 
Roman  road,  which  once  traverfcd  the  marlhes 
between  Winterthur  and  F.rauenfield,  is  Jio  longer 

yiAblc^ 
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vifiblc,  becaufc  it  forms  the  foundation  of  th« 
lurefeBt  high  road. 

The  caftlc  of  Kyburgh,  towering  on  the  fum- 
xnit  of  an  eminence  which  overlooks  Wioterthur 
and  the  adjacent  diftri£i:,  is  a  pi&urefque  objeA ; 
and  remarkable  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country, 
during  the  times  of  confufion  which  pre* 
ceded  and  followed  the  interregnum  of  the 
empire* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  lath  century,  the 
counts  of  Kyburgh  poflefled  the  counties  of  Ky* 
burgh,  Lentzburgh,  and  Baden ;  and  their  terrir 
toriea  were  further  increafed  by  the  acce$on  of 
Burgdorf  and  Thun,  which  fell  to  Ulric  *  ia 
right  of  his  wife  Anne,  fifter  of  Berchtold  V. 
duke  of  Zaeringto,  qpon  the  demife  of  the  lattet 
without  iffue  male.  Thefe  domains  devolved, 
in  I  ^73,  to  Rhodolph  count  of  Hap(burg,  on 
the  death  of  his  uncle  Hartman  the  elder,  the 
laft  count  of  Kybureh.  This  inheritance  reader^ 
ed  Rhodolph  one  of  the  moft  powerful  princes  in 
thefe  parts  ;  and  probably  opened  his  way  to  the 
imperial  throne.  Before  his  dcceafe,  the  empe* 
ror  ceded  to  his  &>n  Rhodolph  and  bis  heirs  the  ^ 
county  of  Kyburgh,  and  his  other  dominions  in 
Switaeriand  ;  and,  on  the  demife  of  his  fon,  con- 
firmed this  grant  to  his  graadfon  John,  tht  fame 

^ '  '■       who 


•  Some  autboFS  aflcrc  that  Wcmer,  fon  of  Ulric,  wa« 
the  hufband  of  Anne.  Great  confufion  reigned  in  the 
Mr)y  kiflory  of  the  Counts  of  Kyburgh,  until  Fuefsli 
cleared  it  up.  See  article  Kyburgh  in  Fuefsli's  Erdbefchrei* 
bong.  ... 


vliotiflaffinatedjbis  uncle,  the  emperor  Libert  f, 
and  was  called  the  Patricide* 

Upon  A^bert^s  aflaifiattlion,  the  font  of  that 
emperor  feized  and  kept  poffidfion  of  Cybtirgh 
and  the  other  hereditary  domains  in  Switzerland^ 
and  traafmitted  them  to  their  pofterity.  }n  1424, 
the  emperor  Sigifmond  put  under  tlie  ban  of  the 
empire  Frederic  duke^^f  Auftiia,  and  granted 
for  a  fam  of  money  the  county  of  Kyburgh  to 
Znric.  In  1442  it  was  reftored  tp  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria;  but,  in  1452,  was  finally  ceded  to 
Zuric  by  Sigifmond,  archduke  of  Auftria,  i« 
order  to  liquidate  a  debt  of  a  thoufand  florins^ 
From  that  time  it  is  has  formed  a  bailliage  in  the 
canton  of  Zuric }  but  the  title  of  Count  of  Ky- 
burgh has  been  always  retained  by  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria^  and  is  (till  aiTumed  by  its  present  illuf- 
trious  defc^idant  Jofcph  the  Second. 

The  caftle  of  SLyburgh,  which  (lands  in  a  ro- 
mantic and  wild  fituation,  has  been  conftruded 
at  different  periods.  Part  is  antjient,  and  not 
improbably  the  (ame  as  exifted  in  the  time  of 
jUiodolph  }  although  I  could  not  difcover  a  date 
anterior  to  1424,  me  year  in  which  it  was  graiA- 
ed  to  Zuric.  In  an  apartment  Which  was  formerly 
a  ftable,  I  obferved  die  portraits  of  all  the  bailin 
who  have  refided  in  the^ftle  from  tbe^me  oJF 
its  ceiiion  to  Zuric.  The  bailif  enjoys  greater 
powers  than  are  ufually  delegated  by  an  ariftoi- 
craticai  government.  In  criminal  proceedings, 
}ic  is  only  required  to  confult  the  jury  of  the 

diftrift, 
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diftridy  though  he  is  not  bound  by  their  opinion, 
andean  inflid  capital  punifliment  without  the 
necefltty  of  referring  the  fentence  to  be  confirmed 
by  Zuric. 
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havenfield—Of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy- 
Diet/. 


r  ROM  Wititerthur  I  paffcd  to  Fraucnficld,  a 
finall  town,  or  rather  village,  capital  of  Thurgau, 
containing  fcarcely  a  thoufand  inhabitants ;  and 
only  remarkable  as  being  the  place  where,  fincc 
1712,  the  deputies  of  the  Swifs  cantons  aflemble 
at  the  general  diet. 

This  conferacy  owes  its  origin  to  the  treaty 
contraaed  in  1308,  between  Uri,  Schweitz,  and 
Underwaldcn,  at  the  memorable  revolution  of 
i3o8\ 

The  accejSlon  of  ZurijC,  Berne,  Lucerne,  Zug, 
and  Glarus,  gave  ftrength  and  folidity  to  this 
union,  and  a  century  and  a  half  elapfcd  before  a 
new  member  was  admitted.    At  length,  in  1 501, 

Friburgh 
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Friburgh  and  Soleure  being,  after  much  difficul- 
ty, received  intp  the  league ;  upon  that  occafioa 
the  eight  antient  cantons  entered  into  a  covenant^ 
called  the  Convention  of  Stantz,  by  which  the  ar«i 
tides  of  union  and  mutual  procedion  were  finally 
fettled*. 

Nd  change  therein  has  been  efe£led  by  the 
•  fubfequent  reception  of  the  three  other  cantons. 
Bade,  Shaffhaufen,  and  Appenzel ;  they  having 
fubfcribed  to  the  fame  terms  which  Friburgh  and 
Soleure  had  accepted.  Without  entering,  how- 
ever, into  a  minute  detail,  I  (hall  endeavour,  in 
this  letter,  to  lay  before  you  a  ihort  view  of  the 
Helvetic  confederacy. 

The  code  of  public  law,  if  I  may  fp  exprefs  it, 
])etween  the  combined  republic  of  Switzerland, 
is  founded  upon  the  treaty  of  f  Sempach  in 
1393 ;  upon  the  convention  of  Stantz  ;  and  upcM^ 
the  treaty  of  peace  .concluded  in  1712,  ftt  ikfau^ 
between  the  Froteftant  and  Calholi^  cantons.  It 
appears  from  thefe  feveral  treaties,  w^ich  include 
or  enlarge  tbofe  that  precededf  that  tbe  Helvetic 

ijinioQ 
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f  This  treaty,  which  rezulates  tke  articles  of  war,  via 
contracted  between  the  eight  antient  cantoiti,  in  conjundion 
with  the  republic  of  Soleure.  It  ordains,  that  no  Swiff  foMief 
fliall  qtiir  his  r»fk»  m  the  time  «f  n^ion^  e¥S9  olthtMiglt  he 
ibould  be  dangerMifly  wavndeil : 

"  Noua  entendoiu  MiTi  (mi«  fi  qutlqu'iui  s'eftoit  bleiT^  en 
*'  quelque  facoa  que  cc  fuft  en  combatant  ou  en  aifaillan?, 
*•  de  forte  qu'I  feroit  inutile  pour  fe  deffendre  )  il  dcmeurcT* 
**  BOR  obftant  audi  avec  les  autres,  jufques  a  ce  que  la  ba- 
••  taille  foit  expirde  :  et  pour  cela  ne  fera  eftim6  fnyard,  e? 
*'  ne  Ten  fafchem-t-on  en  fa  pcrfonne  ny  en  f(Mi  bien  aucti* 
•*  nement." 


Helvetic  Union.  toj 

tEBMon  h  a  perpetual  defenfive  alliance  between  the 
thirteen  independent  contraQing  powers,  to  pro- 
ted  each  other  by  their  united  forces  againft  all 
foreign  enemies.  Accordingly,  if  any  member 
of  the  union  (houid  be  attacked,  that  particular 
canton  has  a  right  to  demand  fuccours  from  the 
*  whole  confederate  body }  and  in  cafe  of  war, 

the  ' 

T  Tbe  Tdpedaab|c  audiarof  the  Aecttmt  $/Swhceriami^ 
huSiJieo  incQa  miftake  in  hU  defcripcion  of  the  HtKetic 
uaion  $  am)  his  error  has  been  adopted  by  the  Abl6  Mably^ 
in  hb  Drmt  PulSc  de  P Europe ;  by  the  conipUen  of 
the  BncyckpiSti  and  by  feveral  other  writers  of  diftinc- 
tioo. 

After  haviog  givea  a  defcription  of  the  Helvetic  union,  he 
eoncbides  the  rckcioo  as  follows : 

**  So  ht  are  they  (the  thirteen  cantons)  from  making  one 
•*  tody  or  one  corouion wealth,  that  only  the  three  old  can- 
**  tons  are  dirediy  allied  with  every  one  of  the  other  twelve.  - 
'*  There  u  indeed  fuch  a  connedion  eftablilhed  between  them^ 
"  chiif,  ia  cafe  any  one  caocon  were  attacked,  a)i  the  other 
^  twelve  would  be  obliged  to  march  to  its  fuccoar ;  but  \i 
**  would  be  by  virtue  of  the  relation,  that  two  cantons  may 
^  have  to  a  third,  and  not  of  anv  dire6t  alliance  fnbfifting 
'*  between  every  one  of  them.  As  for  example :  of  the  eight 
'^  old  camons,  |jnceme  has  a  right  of  calling  but  five  to  ita 
"  fuccovTy  in  cafe  of  attack  i  but  then  fome  of  thofe  five 
"  have  a  right  of  calling  others,  with  whom  they  are  allied, 
**  though  Lucerne  be  not  i  fo  that  at  lad  all  mud  march  by 
**  virtue  of  particular  alliances,  and  not  of  any  general  one 
"  amoogft   them  all." 

The  above-cited  account  of  the  Helvetic  union,  would 
better  have  fuited  the  league  of  the  eight  cantons  before  the 
convention  of  Srauit ;  when  the  confederate  ftates  were  not 
lb  abfblutely  and  diredtly  united  togethe*-  as  they  are  at  pre* 
fern  ;  and  their  alliance  did  not  perhaps  totally  exclude  everf 
treaty  of  the  fame  kind  with  other  powers.  It  was  only  by 
the  anicles  of  that  celebrated  Convention,  and  the  alliance  of 
the  eight  cantons  with  Friburgh  and  Soleure,  that  the  union 
became  abfoiutely  fixed  and  general.     It  muft  be  confeifed, 

however. 
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the  feveral  forces  to  be  fupplied  by  each  cantoa 
are  prccifely  fpecified.  It  appears,  however, 
from  the  ftipulations  to  \;^iiich  the  five  cantons 
agreed,  that  they  do  not,  in  every  refpect,  enjoy 
equal  prerogatives  with  the  eight  antient  cantons. 
For,  the  latter  referved  to  themfelves  a  right,  if 
the  que(lion  /or  declaring  war  againft  any  foreign 
ftate  (hould  be  unanimoufly  carried  in  their  aflem- 
bly,  to  require  the  afliftancc  of  the  five  other  can- 
tons, without  afligning  the  motive.:  whereas  the 
former,  cannot  commence  hoftilitics  without  the 
confent  of  the  confederates ;  and  if  tbtc  enemy 
fiiould  be  willing  to  enter  into  a  negociatio^ 
concerning  the  matter  in  difpute,  it  muft  be 
referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  eight  anti- 
ent cantons.  It  is  further  ftipulated,  that  if 
a  rupture  (hould  enfue  between  the  eight 
cantons,  the  fiive  are  tp  o,bfervc  a  ftridl  neu- 
trality. 

The  next  effential  objeft  cf  the  league^  is  to 
preferve  general  peace  and  good  order.  It  is 
therefore  covenanted^  jthat  aJI  public  difcords 
ihall  be  finally  fettled  bet;ween  the  contending 
parties  in  an  amicable  jnanner  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  particular  judges  and  arbiters  arc  appointed, 
who  fhall  be  empowered  to  compofe  the  diffen- 
fions  that  may  happen  to  arife.  Tp  this  is  ad- 
ded, a  reciprocal  guarantee  of  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment eftablifhed  in  the  refpcdive  common- 
wealths :  for,  in  order  to  prevent  internal  fadions, 
and  revolts  in  any  of  the  allied  cantons,    it  was 

.  Pf 

however,  that  fcvcral  Svv'fs  hlftorlans  have  given  the  fame  idea 
of  the  Helvetic  union  as  that  above-mentioned  :  and  chat  evc^ 
now,  authors  diff^T  confiderably  upon  foae  important  articles 
of  the  league. 


tielvefic  Unioiu  \6§ 

agfeed  by  the  convention  of  Stantz,  that,  in  cafe 
of  rebellion,  the  magiftracy  of  fuch  canton  fliould 
be  ailifted  by  the  forces  of  the  others.  Accord- 
ingly, the  hiftory  of  Switzerland  affords  many 
inftances  of  protcftion  and  affiftance  reciprocally 
given  between  the  confederates,  in  defence  and 
fupport  of  the  refpedlive  governments. 

No  fcparate  engagement,  which  any  of  the 
cantons  may  conclude,  can  be  valid,  if  incon* 
fiftent  with  the  fundamental  articles  of  this^  gene* 
ral  union  :  or  in  other  words,  the  reciprocal  con- 
trad  between  the  members  of  the  league,  fuper- 
fedcs  every  other  fpecics  of  public  obligation. 
With  the  foregoing  exceptions,  the  feveral  com- 
bined dates  .arc  independent  of  each  other  :  they 
may  form  alliances  with  any  power,  or  rejeft  the 
feme,  ahhough  alt  theothers  have  acceded  to  it* ; 
may  grant  auxiliary  troops  to  foreign  princes ; 
may  prohibit  the  money  of  the  other  cantons 
from  being  current  within  their  own  territories ; 
may  impofe  taxes  ;  and,  in  fliort,  perform  every 
other  a^  of  abfolutc  fovereignty. 

The 


♦  The  ^v^  cantons  wbich  agreed  not  to  conclude  any 
treaty  wtchout  the  confenc  of  the  eight,  are  neceifarily  ex- 
claded  from  this  power,  togecher  wich  cho(e  parricular  can- 
tons, uhich  have  bound  themfelves  by  private  treaties  not 
to  comradl  any  foreign  alliance,  wichout  the  reciprocal  con- 
fcnt  of  the  others  j  as  for  inftance,  Uri,  Schweitz,  ^nd  Un- 
derwalden,  by  the  alliance  at  Brunncn  in  1315.  But  this 
dq)ends  upon  particular  treaties,  and  has  no  relation  to  the 
general  union.  In  fadt,  estry  canton  is  reftrained  by  the 
general  articles  of  the  Helvetic  union :  but,  conforming 
10  thofe,  no  one  republic  is  controuled  by  the  refolutions  of 
rhe  majority  among  the  confederate  cantons,  in  any  other 
Mance. 
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The  public  aflfairs  of  the  Helvetic  body  and 
their  allies  are  difcuiTed  and  determined  in  the 
fevcral  diets  :  and  thefe  are^ 

X.  General  diets  ;  or  general  aiTemblies  of  the 
thirteen  cantons,  and  of  their  allies. 

2.  Particular  diets ;  as  thofe  of  the  dght  an- 
tient  cantons ;  thofe  of  the  Proteftant  cantons, 
with  the  deputies  of  the  Proteftants  of  Glarus  and 
Appenzel,  of  the  towns  of  St.  Gallen,  Biennc, 
and  Mulhaufcn,  called  the  evangeiical  conferences; 
thofe  of  the  Roman  Catholic  cantons  with  *  the 
deputies  of  the  Catholics  of  Glarus  and  Appen- 
zel,  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Gallen,  and  of  the  re* 
public  of  the  Vallais,  called  the  golden  alliance ; 
as  alfo  the  diets  of  particular  cantons,  which,  be* 
fide  being  members  of  the  general  confederacy, 
have  diiund  and  feparate  treaties  with  each 
other. 

The  ordinary  meetings  of  the  general  diet  are 
held  once  a  year,  and  c  '  tixtue  fitting  one  month  i 
the  extraordinary  afleniw^ies  are  fummoned  upon 
particular  occafions.  It  is  principally  convened 
in  order  to  deliberate  upon  the  belt  mcafurcs 
for  the  fccurity  of  the  Helvetic  body/  The  can- 
ton of  Zuric  appoints  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing ;  and  convenes  the  deputies  by  a  circular  let- 
ter. The  deputy  of.  Zuric  alfo  pre(ides,  unlefs 
the  diet  is  held  in  the  territory  of  any  other  can- 
ton ;  in  that  cafe,  the  deputy  of  that  canton  is 
prefident. 

This  diet  formerly  met  at  Baden ;  but  fince 
the  conclufion  of  the  civil  war  in  1712,  betwecA 
Zuric  and  Berne  on  one  fide,  and  Lucerne,  Uri, 
Schweitz,  Underwalden,  andZug,  on  the  other, 
(when  the  five  latter  renounce  the  co-regency 
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of  Baden)  it  has  been  aflembled  at  Frauenfield 
in  Thurgau.  Each  canton  fends  as  many  depu- 
ties as  it  thinks  proper. 

It  vould  be  d^fcending  into  a  tedious  detail^ 
were  I  to  enter  into  the  particular  conneflions  of 
the  feveral  alties,  cither  with  the  whole  Helvetic 
body,  or  with  fome  of  the  cantons  ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  thefe  refpedtive  alliances.  Suf- 
ficr  me  only  to  remark^  that  the  allies  may  be  di- 
▼ided  into  ajfociaie^  and  cimfederate  ftates  :  of 
Ae  former,  are  the  abbot  and  town  of  St.  Gal- 
len,  Bienne,  and  Mulbaufea ;  of  the  latter^  are 
the  Grifons,  the  republic  of  the  Vallais,  Geneva, 
Neuchatel,  and  the  bifliop  of  Bafle. 

The  ftatea  thus  compriled  under  the  general 
denomination  of  aiTociates  and  confederates,  en^ 
jDj,  by  virtue  of  this  union,  a  total  independence 
oa  all  foreign  dominion  ;  and  partake  of  all  the 
pniriilcges  and  immunities  granted  to  the  Swilg 
m  other  countries*  And  notwkhftandinff  fome 
eif  thefe  ftates  are  allied  only  with  particular  can- 
tans  ;  yet  if  any  of  them  fliould  be  attacked, 
tbofe  cantons  with  whom  they  are  in  treaty 
would  not  only  fupply  them  with  fiiccours,  but 
would  alfo  require  the  joint  ailiftance  of  the  re- 
mainiiy  cantons :  if  therefore  any  part  of  ^  the 
whole  body  Ihould  be  invaded,  all  the  other 
members  would  unite  in  its  defence,  either  as 
immediate  guarantees,  or  as  auxiliaries  of  the 
a&ual  guarantees. 
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Route  by  Water  from  Zuric  to -Baden— -Bridge  of 
Wettingen — Baden — Cq^le  ofHapJburgb. 


I 


NSTEAD  of  following  the  ufual  route  by 
land  from  Zuric  to  Bade,  we  proceeded  the 
greateft  part  of  the  way  by  water.  We  embark- 
ed about  two  in  the  afternoon  on  the  Limmat. 
The  navigation  of  that  river  has  been  defcribed 
as  extremely  hazardws,  yet  it  is  only  dangerous 
upon  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  or  after  violent 
rains,  when  in  feveral  places  the  rocks  and  flioak 
are  covered  with  water.  At  other  times  there  is 
no  danger,  provided  the  watermen  are  fober  and 
experienced. 

Our  boat  waff  flat-bottomed  and  long,  and 
was  rowed,  or  rather  fleered  by  three  watermen, 
who  ufed  their  oars  merely  to  dired  the  vcffel  5 
the  ftream  being  fufHciently  rapid  to  carry  us 
along  at  the  rate  of  fix,  eight,  and  fometimes 
even  ten  miles  in  the  hour.  The  water  is  beau- 
tifully tranfpareni ;  and  its  furface  was  occafion- 
aliy  raifed  and  agitated  with  high  waves  by  a 
wind  oppofitc  to  the  current.  The  borders  of 
the  Limmat  arc  at  firft  fomewhat  flat,  afterwards 

gently 
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gently  rife  jnfo^ljais  clothed  with  pafture  and 
vopd,  or  divided  into  vineyards  ;  are  laftly  quite 
perpendicular/ and  friogcd  to   the  water's  edge  . 
with  hanging  tVecy.  •      ' . 

About  a  mile  from  Baden,  vhere  the  Limmat 
flows  with -the  greatcft  rapidity^,  we  (hot  under  . 
the  bridge  of  Wettinj^en  with  fuch  velocity,  that 
in  the ^  moment  of  admiring  its  bold  projeSioa* 
on  onfr  fide',  I  Imperceptibly  found  myfelf  on  the 
other.'  This  beautiful  piece  of  mcchanifm  is  a   . 
i^ooddi' bridge,  two  hundred  and  forty,  feet  in 
length,  and.  fufpended  above   twenty  feet  from 
the  ftirfacc  of  the  water :  it  was  the  laft  work  of 
.  Grubentnan,-  rtic   felf taught  arehited,  whom  I. 
mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and  is  far  fupcrior 
in-clcgance.tothat  of  3chaffhaufen.    -        • 

Vic  landed. at  Baden,  and  walked  to  Hapf* 
burgh^  S^chintznach,  Konigsfelden,  and  Windifh; 
of  \arhich  places  lihal)  give  you^  a  fhort'defcrip* 
tfon.         '.    -  •      .    •       !       .     : 

BadeA  derives  its  name  from  t^ie  neighbouring 
warm  baths;  which  arc  mejitioncd  by  the  aa- 
ticnts  under  th'e  name!  ofjqua  and  Themia  Hel" 
vetica/  -  •  *  i  -.'    *» 

Baden  was  a  Roman  fortrefs,  creSed  to  curb 
the  Allemanni  or  Germans;  and  was  rafe'd  to 
.  the  ground,  when  the  Helvetians,  who  fupJ3ort- 
ed   Othojwcre  routed  by  Csecina,  general  to. 
Vitellius.     Bring   rebuilt,  it  Was  taken -by  the* 
Germans  ;  fell  afterwards  under  the  dominion  of  . 
the  Franks  y  was,  in  the  tenth  century,  incorpo- 
rated in  the  German  empire;  became  fucceflivcly  * 
fubjedt  to  the  dukes, of  Zceringen,  to  the  counts 
cf  Ky burgh,  and    M  Rhodolph  of   Haplbiirgh. 
In  1418,  when  his  defccndant  Frederic,  duke  of 

\oL,.  I.  •  'I  Aultria, 
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Au(lfia>  ^as  put  under  thp  ban  of  the  empire, 
the  canton  of  Zuric  took  poflcffion  of  the  tawi> 
a^nd  country  ;  ,and,  having  purchafcd  them  irom 
the  emperor  Sigifmond,  admitted  to  a  joint  (hare 
jn  the  fovereigflty,  Lucerne,  Url,  Schwcitz,  Ui> 
derwalden,  and  Zug,  Berne  in  1426,  and  Uri 

in  1445*  ^  .     ^ 

,Baden  continued  a  baSliige  of  thefc  eight  tait- 
<ons  until  the  year  i  7 1 2>  when  the  civil  war  break- 
ing out  between  the  Protcftant  and  Cath<4ie  can- 
tons, It  was  befieged  and  t^ktn  by  the.  troops  of 
Zuric  and  Berne  i  and  at  the  peace  of  Aran  was 
ceded  to  thofe  two  cantons  and  Glat;us,  which^ 
on  account  of  Its  neutrality,  prelerved  its  fighl 
of  Joint-fovereignty.  Zurit  and  Berne  did  not, 
however,  prove  their  difintereftednefs,  when,  liot 
conient  with  finally  fettling  the  rellgioi^s  difputes 
in  favour  of  the  Pr oteftant^,  they  exafked  from 
the  Catholic  cantons  the  ceffion  of  Badeil,  con- 
trary to  the.  convention  of  Stantz,.  which  fornix 
the  tafis^  of  the  Helvetic  conftitution.  The  utn- 
brage  conceived  by  the  Catholic  cantons  at  this 
ftep,  was  the  principal  inducemenr  to  conclude  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  France  in  1715,  and  to 
throw  themfclves  under  thfe  profeftion  of  that 
power.  And  this  leparate  league  has  net  been 
annfuUed  by  the  general  treaty  which  Loui«  XVI. 
.    con  traded  with  the  thirteen  cantons  in.  1776. 

Until  1712,  thq  diet  of  the  thirteen  cantons 
aflembled  at  Baden ;  but  has  been  fince  transfer- 
red to  Frauenficld.  The  three  cantons  alternate* 
ly  appoint  a  bailxf,  who  refides  in  the  caftle. 

1  he  inhabitants  etcft  their  own  magiftratcs, 
and  have  their  own  judicial  courts.  In  civil. 
proceedings,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  bailif,   and 

.    from 
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from  his  dccifion  to  the  fyndicate,  compofcd  of 
the  deputies  of  tbett>ree  cantons,  and  in  the  laft 
rcfort  to  the  three  cantons  themfclves.  In  penal 
caufes,  the  criminal  court  condemns,  and  the 
bailiff  enjoys  the  power  of  pardoning,  or  miti- 
gating the  fcmcnce.  The  county  or  bailliagc 
contains  about  24,000  fouls. 

From. Baden  we  walked  through  an  agreeable 
and  wdl-WQoded  country  for  fome  way  along  the 
fide  of  the  Lirmnat,  wbofe  fteep  banks  are  cover- 
ed witTj  vines  to  the  edge  of  the  water ;  and  in 
about  two  hours  croffed  the  Reufs  into  the  Can- 
ton  of  Berne.  Having  paffed  through  a  plain, 
we  arrived  at*  the  baths  of  Schintznach,  a  place 
remarkable  for;kS  agreeable  pofuion  on  the  banks 
of  the  Aar,  and  its  tepid  mineral  waters.  It  is 
aHowellknown^as  being  the  firft  place  where  the 
Helvetic  fociety  affembled.  This  focicty,  formed 
by  fome  of  the  mod  learned  men  in  Switzerland, 
both  of  the  Catholic  and  Reformed  religioo,  firft 
helped  to  extend  the  fpirit  of  toleration,  and  to 
Icffen  that  antipathy  which  fubftfted  between  the 
members  of  the  two  perfuafions.'  Its  publications 
have  tended  to  promote  a  general  zeal  for  the 
diffufion  of  polfte  literature.  The  meeting  of 
this  liberal  fociety  is  now  transferred  to  Olten,  a 
fmall  town  in  the  canton  of  Soleurc. 

Near  Schintznach  ftands,  on  a  lofty  eminence, 
the  ruins  ofc  the  caftle  of  Hapfburgh,  to  which 
we  afcended  through  a  wood  of  beech,  that 
feemed  almoft  coeval  with  the  date  of  the^aftle 
itfclf.  Thefe  riiins  confifl'  of  an  anticnt  tower, 
conftruded  with  mafly  ftones,  in  a  ru -e  ftyle.  of 
arcbite£kure,  and  part  of  a  fmall  building  of 
much  later  date. 

1 2  .      •.     It 


n$  '       L    E    T  ;T    E    R      i>   . 

It  was  ercded  in  the  begioning  of;  the  etcv^ntfa. 
century,  by  Werner^  bilhop  of  Strafburgh,  cadafe 
tdbis  brothers  Radebot  and  Latzetin,  and  de- 
volved to  their  defcends^nts.     Otho,  grandfon  of 
Radebot,  was  prpbably  the  firft  perfon  upon  re- 
cord who  ilylcd  .himfelf  Count. of  Uapftmrgh,/ 
an4  it  continued  to  be  the  principisLl  title  by.whkhi . 
liis  poiierity  was  diftingaifhed-,  until'  it  was  loft 
in  a  greater  ^digr^ty,  when  Ithodolph  of  Hapf-    * 
burgh  was  'elevated  to  the  Imperial  thropctf  -  Hia 
'  fucceffor  granted  the  caille  and  its  tdependencies    ^ 
as  a  fieft  firft  to  the  lords  of;,  Wildeck,  and  ^ftCT- 
varc^  to  the  lord,  of  Wolcn  :*  io  1415  it  was  oc-*  • 
Aupied  by  Berne,  during  the.conteft  ^tweeatfae  - 
empjerot  Sigifmond  and  Frederic  of  Auftria, .  and 
^iven  tQ  the  family  of  Segeferit  pi*  Bruneelsu     In    ' 
1469,  it  was   fold  to  (he  convent  of  Konigf^ 
fetden*;  on  tKe  diiTolution  of  *  that  mpna.llery,  at. 
the  refgrmation,  was  .fecularUedf  *and  feized  by  . 
government:  has  gradually jone  to  decay  }' and 
is  now  inhabited  by  a  .peafanfs  faitiily.    »     .  '     .  . 
'  This*  caftlc  commands  to  unbounded  .  view 
over  hills  and  dales^  plains  and  forefU,  rivers' 
and  lakes,  towna  and«  viHages,  mountains  and 
alps,  emblem  of  that  extent  x>f  »power  to  which 
the  talents  of  one  man^  who  derived  his  title,  frofn 
this  caftle,  raifed  .himfelf  and  his  defcendanta«, 
You  will  readily  petceive  I  allude  to  Rhodolph . 
of  Hapfburgh,  who,   froih  a  fimp^e*  baron  of 
Switzerland,  became  emperor,  and  fopnded  the  / 
Houfi;  of  Auftria.' .  .  *.     •     ^ 

Rhodolph  was  bom  in  121 8.     After  fignaliz- 
ing  his  youth  in  a  conftant  fcene  of  warfare  and . 
contention,  he  was,  in  1 37^,  unexpeScdly  raifed 
to » the  dignity  of  emperor,  and  conferred  ho- 

.      !        #  Bour 


Hapjburgh%  .  .  117 

nour  on  fliat  exalted  ftation,  no  MU  by  his  pp« 

litical  fagacity  than  by  his  military  prowls.    He . 

died  in  1  a^i,  after  a  long  and, glorious  r^ign,  a^d 

in  the  fcvcnty-third  year  of  his  age.     •  ''    '"       * 

ImpreiTed  with  tbefe  ideas,  as  I  conHdeted,  dq 

t^c  very  fpoty  the  origli^  of  the  Houfc  of  Hapf- 

burgh^    and  its  graduaF  progVcfs  towards  that 

height  of.  power  which  it  has  fince  attiijied  undcY 

the  more'  dillinguiihed  appellation  of  the  Houfe 

of  Atiftria ;    I  could  not  but  compare  it  to  a 

fafali  rill  on  the  Alpd,  whofe  fource  i^'ynqertain  ; 

*ixdbidi^-  having  received  or  joined   nuntbtrlcfs 

ftreams;>  ferips  no  iBconfiderable  river.  Flof^ingf 

dirpugh  Switzerland,  {till  almoff  unknown  to  \t% 

neighbours,  it  no  fooncr  enceVs  Germany,  than,  it 

lofes  its  name  by  its  JQn£i:i9n  with  the  Danube  ; 

and,  haying  colleded  the  tribute  of  numberlefs 

riv^s,  rolls,  with  itsCaccun^ulated  and.ftill  in- 

'.creafihg'waters,  thrpiigh  a^  immenfe  extent  of 

country,  and  falls  try  a  hundred  n^ouths  iqtp  th<^ 

EuxIne.Seai     •      ♦ 

•  '       ».    *        • 

C/ii  guerrm  porta  #  uon  iriiuti  «/  mart  *. 

•Rhpdolph,  during 'hi»  refidence  in  (his  caftle, 
would  not  have  given  credit  to  a  pcrfon  endovrcd . 
with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  who  fhould  have 
informed  him,  that,  in  little  mor^  than  a  cen* 
tury,  2^  fewYmall  republics,  which  then  fcarcely 
cxifted,  would  drive  his  dcfcencTants  from  their 
hereditary  dominions  in  Switzerland  ^  and  ered 
upon  their  ruins,  and  on  the  bafi;  of  equal  libera 

•  Taflb. 
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ty,.  a  formidable  confederacy,  which  would  be 
courted  by  the  moft  powerful  fovereigns.  Still 
leis  perhaps  would  he  have  believed,  that  ho 
hrmfelf  (hould  poffefs  the  Imperial  throne,  and 
found  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  that  his  lineal 
dcfcendants  Ihould  rule  over  Germany,  Hungary, 
Bohemia,  Auftria^^  iipain,  Burgundy,  the  Low 
Countries,  "Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily,  and 
extend  their  dominion  and  influence  from 
thQ  Euxine  to  a  New  World  beyond  -the  At- 
lantic. 
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Kwissfelden^^-iWindiJh— Voyage  down  the  Rhine. 


JlI  A4V I N G  fetisfid  our  curiofity  ar  the  caf- 
llc  of  Hapfbargh  *,  that  cradle  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  ftiU  confers  a  title  on  Jofcph  If, 
we  defcended  into  the  plain  of  Konigsfclden,  to 
a  convtot  of  the  fame  name,  built  by  Elizabeth^ 
on  the  fpot  where  her  liuibandAlbeft  was  af- 
lafllnated.  The  Qccafion  of  this  aifiiir^iation,  and 
the  circumftan<ies  attending  it,^  were  as  follow. 
Albert,  as^guardian  to  his  nepHew  Johu  of 
Hapfbiirgh,  had  taken  pofleffion  of  his  hereditary 
dominioDs' in  Swit2;erland,  and  refufed,  under 
varioos .  pretences,  to  deliver  them  up  to  him. 
At  length.  Wearied  'with  repeated  and  fruitlcfs 
folicitations,  John  entered  into  a  confpiracy 
again(^  the  emperor,   with  Rbodolph  de  Warth, 

•  Thrt-e  n  alfo  a  cattle  of  Haplburgh,  fiiuared  near  th^ 
lafcfe  i)f  Lucene,  which  1  vifited  in  1779.  Some  authors 
have  crroneoviif  afTcncdl,  that  this  was  the  caftle  from  which 
the  counts  derived  their  titles,  '  But  Hergot  has  refuted  this 
opinioaj  ;ayd  u:}qye(l!bnably  pfeved  that  honour  to  be  due  to 
the  xafUe  of  Hapiburgh  which  1  have  defcribed  in  this  letter. 
See  Hergot,  Gen.  Dipl.  Augf.  Domus  Habft.        ; 

%.  '       yiric 
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Ulrjc  dc  Palme,  Walthef.dc.  Efchcnbach^  and 
Conrad  'dc  Tagerfeld. 

1'he  emperor  dined  at  Baden,  in  *  his  Way  to 
Rheinfcldcnr, .  a  town  in  the  circle  of  Suabia, 
■where  the  emprefs  his  confort  had  coHcftcd  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops,  with  which  be-pr<)- 
pofcd  invading  the  three  cantons  of  Uri,Schwcit2, 
and  Undervp^ldcn,'  which  had  revolted  againft 
him-  Contemporary  hiftoriahs,  who  have  re- 
corded the.  minutelLcifcqmftfinccs  in  this  whole 
tranfaftion;  relate,  :.that  Albert  was  in  high  fpi- 
rits  during  the  repaft  ; .  and'  that>   his  nephew 

.  again  entreating  to  1)6  put  fftto  poffeffion  of  his 
hereditary  doixrinions-,  th^  emperor,  wiAan  air 
of  banter, -placed  a  garland' of  'flowers  upon  hh 
head,  adding,'  at  the  fame  time,  **^  This  wiilbe 
**  more  fiiitable  tp  you,  for  the  prefent,  than  the 
*'  cares,  of  a  troublefonie  goternmenc.**.  'This 
taunt  had  fuch  an  cfl'ect'  upon  the  youn^^prince, 
that  he  burft  into  tears,  flung  ^way  the  flowers, 
at^d  could  not  be  prevailed  updn*  toflt  d6Wn  to 
table. ..   ;  .  ••    .,      ...     \        '     '  '  '   /     ' 

After  dinncc:  Albert'continue3  bfe  journey ujn 
horfcback,   accompanied   l?y  his  fon!.  Leopold,.^ 

.  the  confpira'tors,  and  his  ufual  atle^^alits. ;'  and 

.   camenear  th^  towji  of  Windift,  in  thecambn. 
of  Berne,  to  the  |leufs,  over  which  river  pat 

•  feugers  were  ufually  ferried  upon  a  rafic.  •  lire 
cont^irators  paflcd  over  firft,  and  were  follow^ 
by.  Albert : '  as  he  Was.  riding  gently  on,  expcdmg 
his  fon  Leopold,  and  the  remainder  of  his  fuite, 
he  was  fuddenly  befct  by  the'  affaffins.  One  of- 
them  feizing'his  horfc's  bridle,  John  of  Hapt 
burgh  reproacTied  him  for  hisihjqftice  ia  detain- 
ing hi»  uomlnidns ;  and  ftruck  him  on^tKe  neck 

■    ;       .        .  '     .       .   "with 
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^h  ^his  fword  :  Rhodcflph  de  Warth  wounded 
him  in  the  fide  j  and  Ulric  dc  Palnie  clove  hh 
head  with  a  fabrc.  In  this  condition,  they  left 
him  expiring  npon  the  ground. 

This  affaffination  was  committed  the  firft  of 
May  130B5  in  the  6p6n  day,  and  in  the  fight  of  . 
his  foil  Leopold,  and  th^  reft  of  Jib  courf,  ^i^bo 
had  not  as  yet  paffed  the  river  ;  and  who,  though 
i^itnciTe^  to  the  murder,  yet  ^ould  not  affift  the " 
emperor.   /The  field  lies   bet\^een  th/si  Aar  an4 
the  Re.uf$,  no^  far  ^from  tTic  junftion  of  thofe  two  - 
rivets ;  and  the  .very  fpot,  where  he  was  mafi  ' 
&crcd,  i$.  marked. by  a  convent^  creflied  by  his 
wife  EKzabcth  and   his  daughter  Agnes:  the 
place  was  called  .Koningsfelden,  or  King  sfield  ;.  a* 
name  it  ictaii^s  to  this  day.     The  remains  of  the 
cmperoii  were  buried  in  the  convent  of  Witter- 
^g>  ftoiB  whence  they 'were  afterwards  tranf- 
ported  to  Spire,, and  there  interred,  ' 

The  affaffins  .efcftped  into  the  cantoqs  of  ITri,  * 
Schwchzr,  ^and  Underw^aldcri,  cxpefting  to  find  . 
afore  afylum  in  a  nation,  which ,  Albert  was  pre- 
parirtg  to  invade-.      But  the  generous  .  natives^ 
dcteftSng  a  crime  of  f6  atrodous  a  nature,. at-- 
though  committed  upoil  the.  pcrfon  of    their 
g»eateft  jind'moll  formidable  enemy,  refufcd  ,to 
protcdb'tbe  murderers.     D'Efchenbach  concealed 
himfelf  in  the  difguife  sT  a  common  labourer  diir-i 
ing  thirty  years,  nor  was  his  raqk  difcoyered  till 
he  cpnfeffcd  it  upon  his  dcath-t)ed ;  *  IJc.  Palme, 
dcftirute  of  commpn^n^ceflarie^,  died  in  extreme 
poverty;  and  De  Warth,  lied  to  a^horle's  tail, 
like  a  common  nialefaftor,  and  dragged  to  ihc 
place  of  execution,  was  broken  upon  the  wheeU  ' 
John  of  -Haplburgh,,*  commonly  known  by  the 
•  '.  appellation 
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appellation  of  parricide  from  this  stflaffination,  did 
not  reap  the  cxpeded  benefits  of  the  crime  ;  for» 
by  order  of  the  emperor  Henry  the  Seventh^  he 
retired  into  a  monaftery  of  Auguftine  frians, 
•  where  he  died  in .  1 313.  . 

The  widow  of  Albert  turned  her  whole 
thoughts  towards  reveAging  the  death  of  her 
.huiband  ;  and  in  this  purfuu  involved  the  inno- 
cent as  well  as  the  guilty  j  all»  wh^  had  the 
fmalieft  connexion  with  the  a0afling«  being  fa- 
crificed  with  undiftinguilhing  cruelty  to  the  manes 
of  the  emperor.  Mean  while  the  three  cantons 
were,-  for  a  few' years,  left  to  the  undifturbcd  en- 
joyment  of  their  liberties^  and  to  ftrengthen 
themfclves  againft  any  future  attack ;  and  thus 
they  innocently  reaped  the  folc  advantage  which 
was  derived  from  this  alTairmation. 

The  convent  or  abbey  of  Koningsfelden  com^. 
prized,  within  its  extenfive  precinSs,  a  nunnery 
of  the  order  pf  St.  Cl^irc,  and  a  mpQaftery  of 
monks  of  the  order  of  minorites,  Separated  from 
each  qth6r  by  a  wall.  It  was  richly  endowed. by 
mizabcth,  her  five  fons,  aiid  her  daughter  Agnes 
queen  of  Hungary,  whoaffumed  the  haj)it  of  a 
nun,  and-her^  paded  the  remainder  of  her  days. 
At  the  reformation  the  abbey  was  feculari^ed, 
and  its  lands  appropriated  by  government :  part 
of  the  building  became  the  rcfidencc  of  the  bailif, 
part  was.  converted  into  an  hoipital,  and  part  was 
fufFered  to  fall  toruiij. 

Many  of  the  cells,  ^formerly  occupied  by  the 
nuns,  ftill  exid  in  their  original  (late  ;  and  one, 
in  particular,  is  di(lingui(bed  as  the  habitation  in ' 
which  queen  Agnes  lived  and  died,     ; 

•      -The 
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The  chapel  ftill  remains  entire,  but  Is  na* 
longer  ufed  for  divine  fervicc.  The  glafs  .win- 
dows are  beautifully  coloured,  and  painted  with 
various  hiftories  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  with  the 
portraits  of  Elizabeth  and  Agnes,  of  the  em* 
peroT  Albert,  and  his  fons*  On  the  walls  alfo 
are  coaffcly  reprcfented  the  figures  of  Leopold 
duke  of  Auftria,  and  the  princippal  nobles  who 
periflied  at  the*  battle  of  8empach.  I  lizabeth 
and  Agnes,  and  feyeral  princes  and  princefTes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  were  buried  in  this  cha- 
pel; but  'heir^ bones  were  a  few  ycar^agore* 
moved  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Blaife,  in  "the  Black 
Foreft)  where  they  were  dcpofited  with  great 
pomp,  and  magnificent  fepulchres  ereded  to  their 
memory.  • 

Near  Kopigsfelden  is  the  fraall  village  of  Win- 
diih,  ftanding  at  the  conflux. of .  the  Aar  and  the 
Reufs,  and  Aippofed  by  antiquarians  to  occupy 
thcfiteof  Vindoniffa,  a  Roman  fortrcfs  mentioned 
by  Tacitus.  In  travcrfing  the  place  I  did  not  ob- 
ferve  th^4eaft  figns  of  any  antiquities;  but  vari- 
ous lapidary  infcription's,  mile-ftones,  fdpulchral 
urn3,  medals,  coips,  and' gems,  which  have  been 
found  ill  great  abundance,  fufficiently. prove,  that 
it  muft  have  been  the  (lation  of  a  large  Roman 
colony.  The  reader,  who  is  inclined  to  refleft  on 
the  viciffitudes  of  human  poffcflions,  will  recol- 
leflf  with  pleafure  the  following  quotation,  which ' 
fo  happily  relates  to  the-prefent  fubje^s  **  With- 
*'  in  the  ^nticnt  walls  of  Vindonifla,  the  caftle  of 
**  Haplburghi  the  abbey  of  KonigsfeM,  and  the 
**  town-  of  Bruck,  have  fucceflively  arifen.  The 
"  philofophic  traveller  may  compare  the  monu- 
"  ments  of  Roman  conqueft,  of  feudal  or  Auf- 
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V  tthn  tyranny,  of  monkUh  fuperftition^  and  of 
'  ^^  indpftrious  freedom.   .  If  he  be  truly  a  philofo^ 
^  pher>  be  vrill  applaud  the;  merit  and  happincis 
'-^5  of  bU  own  time*/'       '      .  .      » 
.   Early /the  next  morping  iv«  c;mbarked,on  the 
•Aar,  which,  the*  here  a  trifling  ftrcam,  yet, .  be- 
ing coufidcrably  fwcllcd  by  the  tribute  of  waters 
it  receives  from  the  Reufs  smd  the  Limmat,  foon 
.  becomes  *a .  confiderable  river.   .  Its   banks  are 
agreeably  enlivened  *  with  meado|^s  and  woods, 
^nd  fpotted  occafianally  with  villages,  caflles,  and 
(uins,   hanging  oiv  the  water's*  edge.     H^viog 
Qiade  a^  fmall  return,  ft  falls  by  a  l^rait  channel 
.  into  the  Rhine,  vying  in  fize  and  rapidity  with  the 
.  great  river  in  which  it  lofcs  its  nam<;i  its  waters, 
.,  which  are  of  a  filvery  hue,  are  fof  a  ^'ng  way 
.  diftinguiflied  froQi  thofe  of  the  Rhine ;  which, 
1>eing  tranfparent,  andof  a  fea*|;rQen  colour^  feem 
to.  difdaiib  the  union.         .    .    / 
.  The  banks  of  the  Rhine  arc  far  fuperior  in 
wildnefs  and  beauty  to  thofe  of  the  Aar,  in  many 
parts  rifing  perpendicularly,  yet  feathered  with 
wood ;  in  others  floping  in  gentle  declivities,  and 
richly  bordered  with  vines,  forcft^  andpafturcs; 
and  exhibiting  a^  continual  fuccqflion  xif  towns 
and  village^.    The  rapid  dream  carried  us^abovd 
dghteen  miles  in  three 'hours,   arid  we  difem- 
barked  at  LauScnburgh,  where  the  R;hine  forms 
a  fmall  catar^^t,  which' though  greatly  infeiior  to 

•*    the 
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the  fati  of  the  fairie  river  near  Schaflfhaufer^  yet"" 
dcfcrvcg  to  be  vifitcd  by  travellers  for  die  bcaiir 
ti€s  <tf  the  fccnery.-   As  I  ftood  upon  th^  crags 
of  the  northern  ihpre  of  the  rjver,'  the  principal 
objcfts  .were,    a  high  bridge, .  partly  open  and  •  ' 
partly  covered,  ftipportedby  three  lofty  ft  one  fficrs;  *..-. 
odthefoutha.rbwof  houfes,  with  an  oW  ruined  ' 
caftle  on  the  fummit,.  boldly  ovcrharging  the  . 
water  J  a  perfpedive  of  woodland  meadows  uu^ "  • 
der  the  arcades  of  the  bridge*;  and  the  river  dafli- 
in'g  over  its  craggy  bed,  in  a  flbping  catar^ft,  un-^ 
til  it  lofes  itfclf  fuddenly  athong  the  rocks  which'  , 
clolk  the  view.  .     . . 

About  half  a  mile  bdow  this  fall  we  re-em-, 
barked,    and   found  the  waters  in  many  parts    . 
more  agitated  than  thofe  o^  the  Limmat;*  parti- 
cularfy  near  Rheinfclden^  where  they  rufh  with    ' 
fach  iflcreafing  v<flocity,  that  ihe^  were  troubled 
like  die  waves  of  the  fea,  and,  beating  'againft 
the  boat,,  turiied  it  obliquely  by  their  violence. 
Here  we' were  hurridd  along  with*  fuch  tapidityi 
that  though  I  had.  a  pencil  jln  my  hand,  I  had  no 
time  for  oblervation,  much  lefs  for  defcription;  ' 
I  could  olily  catch  a  general  glance  of  the  jo-, 
mantic  fccncry,  a&  we  paflbd  under  a  piaurefquc 
bridge  of  feversd  arches,  fufpendcd  high  above, 
the  furfecC' of  .  the  river,  and  .johied  to*  a  ftecp 
rock,  on  which  towered  fome  majeftic    riyns. 
In    many .  parts,   and  ioc   a  coufiderable  way, 
our  vcffcl   paiTcd   within  a  few  inches  of  the 
ftclving   rocks,'  .and-  was  oiUy  prevented  from 
(Irikipg   againft  them  by   the  dexterity  of  the 
pijot*  '  '     ' 

.  •   .  As 
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'  As  we  approached  Bafle  the  fiream  beotme 
gradually  lefs  rapid ;  and  we  difembarked,  highly 
delighted  wi;h  our  expedition. 
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fbe  Town  cf  Bqfle — Erafmus-^Librarj — Holbeiru 


1  Arrived  at  Bafle,  as  J  Aippofed,  about  twelve 
at  noon ;  but  was  much  furprized  to  find,  that 
all  the  clocks  in  the  town  aAually  (truck  one : 
and,  on  inquiry,  I  was  informed,  that  they  con- 
ftantly  go  an  hour  fafter  than  the  real  time.  Dijf^ 
fcrent  reafons  have  been  afligncd  for  this .  fmgu- 
larity :  fome  affert,  that  it  was  firil  practifed  dur- 
ing the  council  of  Bade,  in  order  to  aifemble,  at 
an  earlier  hour,  the  cardinals  and  bi(hops,  who 
being  very  lazy  and  indolent,  always' arrived  too 
late.  Others  maintain,  tb^t  a  confpiracy  being 
formed  to  aifaflinatc  the  m'agiftrates  at  midnight ; 
one  of  the  burgomafters,  who  had  notice  of  the 
defign,  advanced  the  town-clock  an  hour ;  by 
which  means  the  confpirators,  imagining  they 
had  mifled  the  appointed  time,  retired ;  and  that 
the  clocks  are  iHU  kept  in  the  fame  advanced 
ftate,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  this  happy  de- 
liverance«    But  there  Jis  a  third  reafon  given  for 

thi« 


this '  ft  range  cufiom^  which;  feems  the  mod  pto^ 
bahle.  It  is  well  known  that  the  choirs  of  ca-  • 
•thedrals  are  conftru&ed  towards  tbq  ^ft :  that 
of  BaAe  declines  fetnewhat  from  this  dircdion ; 
and  the  fundiaV  which  is  pl^ed.  upon,  the  ont- 
i^de  of  the  choir,  and*  by  .which  \hi;  toW]if>cIgck 
is  always  *  regulated,  'partakes  of.  this  .-decli- 
Bation  ;  .  a  circutnftance .  which^ ;  accor^ng  to 
%hp  celebrated  Bernpulli^  occafions  a  variation 
from  the  trilc  time  of  above  five  apd  forty  mi- 
nutes. '  •   *    » 

The  inhabitants  o(.  Bafle  are  ftill  (q.  fi'rongly 
attached  to  thiswhimfical  cuftomj  that;^  although 
.  it  has  been  often  propofed  in  the  fovereign  oDun- 
cil  to  regulate' their  cloxrks  properly,  .yej  the  mo- 
'  .tion  has  been  invariably  rejeSed ;  and  the  people 
^  would  fttfped  that  their  liberties  were  i^ivaded, 
if  their  clocks  were  to  agree  with  thofe  of  the 
reft  of  Europe*    A  few  years  fmce,  fevcral  lead- 
•ing  men  of  the  town  determined  to  alter  the 
hand  of  the  fun-dial  half  a  minute  a  day,  until  the 
fhadow  .{hould  imperceptibly  point  to  the  true 
hour,      'fhh  expedient  was   accordingly  pfac- 
tifed,  and  the  cl6ck  had  already  loft  near  three 
.  quarters  o£  an  hour,  when  an  accident  djfcovered 
the  defign :    the  magiftrates   were  accordingly 
compelled  to  place  the  hand  of  the  fun-dial  in  its 
former  pofition,  and  to  regulate  the  hours  by  it 
as  ufual.    Indeed,  long-eftablifhed  cuftoms,  how- 
ever indifferent  or  ridiculous,  are  apt  to  make 
fo  ftrong  an  impreilion  upon  vulgar  minds,  as.  to 
become  fometimes   dangerous,    and  always  dif- 
ficult,   to  be   e(^abli(hed ;    efpecially  ,  among  a 
people,  like  thofe  of  this  Country,  who  are  av^rfe 
to  any  change,  even  in  the  minuteft  articles.    I 
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fteed  not  remind  you,  how  long  it  was  before  we 
could  be  perfuaded  in  England,  to  reckon  our 
years  according  to  the  general  mode  of  computa* 
don  received  by  the  reft  of  Europe. 

Bafle  is  beautifully  fituated  upon  the  banks  of 
die  Rhine,  near  the  point  where  that  river,  which 
here  becomes  very  broad,  deep,  and  rapid,  after 
flowing  for  fomc  way  from  eaft  to  weft,  turns 
fuddenly  to  ie  north.  It  confifts  of  two  towns 
joined  togetner  by  a  long  bridge  ;  the  large 
town  lies  on  the  fide  of  Switzerland,  and  the 
fmall  town  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river.  It 
ftands  very  favourably  for  commerce;  an  ad- 
vantage which  the.  inhabitants  have  by  no  means 
negleded :  for  they  have  cftablilhed  a  great  varie- 
ty of  manufadures,  particularly  of  ribbands  and 
cottons ;  and  an  extenfive  trade  is  carried  on  by 
die  principal  merchants. 

The  cathedral  is  an  elegant  gothic  buildings 
but  ftrangely  disfigured  by  a  daubing  of  rdfe«- 
coloured  paint  fpread  over  the  whole  edifice. 
This  cathedral  contains  the  aflies  of  Gertrude 
Anne  countefs  of  Hohenburgh,  and  wife  of  the 
emperor  Rhodolph  I.  (he  died  at  Vienna,  in 
laSi,  and  her  body  was  conveyed  to  Bafle.  Her 
two  chriftian  names  gave  rife  to  much  confufion, 
and  led  many  hiftorians  to  conclude  that  Ger- 
trude and  Anne  were  two  different  perfonages, 
and  fucceffive  wives  of  that  emperor  ;  while  others 
ridiculoufly  fuppofed  that  both  were  married  to 
him  at  the  fame  time :  nor  were  thefe  erroneous 
opinions  confuted,  and  the  controverfy.  finally 
fettled  9  till  Hergot,  the  laborious  gcncaipgift*  of 

Vol.  L  K  the 

•  See   Hergotti  GtneaU    Diplom.   Dotn.    Auft.    v«l.    i. 
p.  las- 


ijo  LETTER        15 

the  Honfe  of  Auftria,  proTcd,  from  the  mod  im' 
queftionabte  authorities  of  *  antient  diploities, 
the  identity  of  this  divided  perfonage  ;  and  that 
the  miftake  arofe  from  her  being  uniformly  ftyled 
Gertrude  before  her  coronation,  and  Anne  after 
the  performance  of  that  ceremony.  She  bore  to 
her  hufband  fourteen  children ;  and  though  the 
mother  of.fo  large  a  family,  vet  fuch  was  her 
extreme  fenfibility,  that  the  grief  which  (he  fuf- 
fered  at  the  departure  of  her  daughter  Clemen- 
tina to  Naples,  on  her  marriage  with  Charles 
Martel,  hurried  the  affli£led  parent  to  her  grave. 

In  the  fame  church  are  depofited,  under  a 
marble  tomb,  the  venerable  remains  of  the  great 
Erafmus.  That  diftinguifhed  writer  joined  to 
fuperior  learning,  and  a  peculiar  elegance  of 
ftyle,  the  keeneft  wit,  which  he  pointed,  not 
only  againfl  the  vices  and  ignorance  of  the  monks, 
but  the  general  corruptions  and  diforders  of  the 
Roman  church.  He  was  indeed  the  forerunner 
of  Luther,  in  his  firft  attacks  tipon  the  catlK>lics, 
refpeSing  the  fale  of  indulgences :  bat  after* 
wards,  when  the  controvcrfy  appeared  more  fc- 
ricuis,  and  an  open  breach  with  the  church  of 
kome  feemed  inevitable  ;  he  condemned  the 
proceedings  of  that  bold  reformer.  He  coniv- 
dcred  them,  indeed,  as  altogether  unwarraoft- 
able ;  and  although  he  had  himfelf  cenfured  and 
cxpofed  the  corruptions  that  infedled  the  catho^ 
Kc  religion ;  yet  he  zeatoufly  inculcated  fubmif- 
five  obedience  to  the  decrees  of  what  he  called 
the  "  univerfal  church.*'  Agreeably  to  thefe  fea- 
timents,  he  advifcd  the  proteftatfts  to  endeavour 
at  obtaining,  by  mild  a»d  patient  meafures,  what 
they  might  indifcrectly  lofc  by  a  warmer  and  more 
violent  dppofuicm* 
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.  Such  temperate  couofels  were  ill  fuited  to  the 
daring  and  impetuous  fptrit  of  Luther*  Accord* 
ingly,  while  Erafoius  was  ading  the  part  of  a 
mediator,  and  endeavouring  to  ihoderate  and 
allay  the  flame  on  each  iide,  he  drew  upon  hini« 
felf  the  difpleafure  of  both  parties:  and,  in  allu- 
fion  to  this  temporizing  condudl,  one  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  applied  to  him,  not  unaptly,  that  line  in 
Virgil. 

7err4i$  initr  cetlttmfue  njolaiat. 

The  impartial  truth  feems  to  be,  that  he  was  by 
no  means  difpofed  to  become  a  martyr  in  the 
caufe :  the  natural  timidity  of  his  temper,  a  too 
great  deference  to  perfons  of  fuperior  rank  and 
power,  and  perhaps  alfo  the  fear  of  lofing  his 
peniiotLS,  probably  induced  him  tp  take  a  decid- 
cd  part  againft  the  reformers,  and  condemn  their 
feparation  from  the  church  of  Rome. 

But  it  would  be  uncandid  to  impute  his  con* 
dqft  wholly  to  felfifh  confiderations :  fomething  ^ 
may  fairly  be  afcribed  to  the  powerful  inipref- 
iions  of  early  prejudices  j  and  fomething  to  that 
rooted  love  of  peace  and  ftudious  tranquility^ 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  governing  princi- 
ples of  all  his  actions.  But,  whatever  imper« 
tedions  may  be  difcovcred  in  ibme  particular 
parts  of  his  charader,  his  memory  muft  ever  be 
revered  by  every  friend  of  genius,  learning,  and 
moderation.  Livelinefs  of  imagination,  depth 
and  variety  of  erudition,  together  with  great  fa- 
gacity  of  judgment,  were  in  him  eminently  unit- 
ed. He  infufed  a  fpirit  of  elegance  even  into 
theological  controverfies ;  and  contributed  to 
K  2  difencumber 
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difencumber  literature  from  that  fcholaftic  jargon 
vfiih  which  it  was  difgraced.  Erafmus  refle&ed 
much  honour  upon  the  town,  by  ehoofing  it  as 
the  favourite  place  of  his  refidence,  and  publiih- 
ing  from  hence  the  greateft  part  of  his  valuable 
works.  In  the  public  library  are  preferved,  with 
great  veneration,  feveral  of  his  letters,  and  his 
laft  teftament^  written  with  his  own  hand ;  as 
alfo  his  hanger  and  feal. 

llie  univerfity  of  Bafle  was  formerly  eminent 
in  the  literary  hiftory  of  Europe.  Who,  in  the 
leaft  converfant  in  letter^,  is  unacquainted  with 
the  celebrated  names  of  Oecolampadius,  Amer* 
bach,  the^three  Baiihins,  Grynaeus,  Buxtorf, 
Wetftein,  Ifelin,  the  Bemoullis,  and  Euler.  If  it 
has  fallen  from  its  priftine  (late  of  renown,  its 
decline  muft  be  principally  imputed  to  the  cafual 
method  of  ele&ing  the  profeflbrs ;  but  it  ftill 
boafts  feveral  members  who  do  honour  to 
their  native  tovm  by  their  learning  and  abi- 
lities. 

The  public  library  contains  a  fmall  colle&ion 
of  books,  chiefly  remarkable  for  feveral  rare  and 
valuable  edition^  ;  particularly  of  thofe  printed  in 
the  fifteenth  century.  The  mod  curious  manu* 
fcripts  are  numerous  letters  of  the  firft  reformers, 
.  and  of  other  learned  men  in  the  fifteenth,  fix- 
tecnth,  and  feventeenth  centuries ;  and  an  ac« 
count  of  the  proceedings  at  the  council  of  Bafle. 
The  minutes  of  that  council  were  taken  by  John 
of  Segovia ;  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame 
which  are  preferved  either  in  the  library,  or  in 
the  archives  of  the  town ;  the  former  is  written 
on  paper,  the  latter  on  parchment.  A  queftion 
has  arifen  which  of  there  two  is  the  originaL  Some 
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conclude  in  favour  of  that  in  the  archives,  on  ac- 
count of  the  many  falfe  readings  and  miftakcs 
in  the  other,  whicn  are  plainly  the  faults  of  a 
copyift.  Others  give  the  prctcrcncc  to  that  in 
the  tibrary,  becaufe  it  is  written  in  dificrent 
hands,  and  widi  different  ink,  which  fcem  to  im- 
ply that  it  was  noted  down  at  various  intervals, 
according  as  the  ads  of  the  council  were  paffed ; 
whereas  that  in  the  archives,  being  penned  on 
parchment,  in  the  fame  hand,  and  with  the  fame 
ink,  was  probably  copied  from  the  original  mi- 
nutes ;  for  who,  it  is  urged,  would  take  minutes 
on  parchment  ?  A  third  opinion,  ftiU  more  pro- 
bable, is,  that  neither  of  thefe  are  the  originaL 
Several  paflages  are  wanting  in  both ;  which 
omifiion  may  have  proceeded  from  the  tranfcrib- 
cr's  not  being  able  to  read  every  part  of  the  origi« 
nal  It  is  probable  alfo  that  John  of  Segovia  took 
away  the  minutes,  and  dcpofited  them  at  Rome ; 
^d  that  one  di  thefe  manufcripts  was  the  copy 
tranfcribed  by  order  of  the  council ;  of  thefe,  the 
>n^ufcript  on  parchment  appears  to  be  the  moft 
smthentic. 

In  a  fmte  of  rooms  belonging  to  this  librafy, 
is  a  cabinet  of  petrifa&ions,  coUe&ed  in  the  can- 
ton of  Bafle  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Annoni ;  fome 
antient  medals,  and  gems ;  a  few  antiquities 
found  at  Augft ;  a  large  number  of  prints ;  and 
fome  fine  drawings  and  paintings,  confiding 
chiefly  of  originals  by  Holbein,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  this  town.  Thefe  pidures  are,  moft  of 
them,  in  the  higheft  prefervation  :  the  connoiffeur 
can  here  trace  all  the  different  manners  of  Hol- 
bein, and  compare  the  produ&ions  of  his  youth 
wjxh  thofe  of  his  -maturer  age.     A  few  arc  here 
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prcferved,  which  he  painted  before  he  had  readi*- 
ed  his  fixteenth  year ;  and  one  extremely  curious, 
which  he  drew  upon  a  fign  for  a  writing-mafter. 
The  portraits  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  children, 
iu  the  fame  group,  are  much  admired  for  nature 
and  fimplicity  of  expreflion.  The  nioft  valuable  of 
thefe  paintings  is  an  altar-piece,  in  eight  com? 
partments,  which  reprefents  the  paffion  of  our 
Saviour:  a  performance,  in  which  this  admirable 
artift  has  carried  to  the  higheft  perfedion,  that 
fmgular  brilliancy  of  colouring  fo  peculiar  to 
nioft  of  his  compofitions.  I  was  much  ftruck  with 
a  profile  of  his  friend  and  patron  Erafmus,  writ* 
ing  his  commentary  upon  St.  Matthew :  there  is 
a  fpirit  and  animation  in  the.  countenance,  finely 
exprefTive  of  the  great  author's  fagacious  and  pe- 
netrating talents. 

Among  the  works  of  Holbein,  that  diTcover 
the  livelinefs  of  his  fancy,  mufl  be  meiAioned 
the  fketches  which  he  drew,  on  peruiing  the 
Eulogium  of  Folly  by  Erafmus,  on  the  margin 
of  that  work,  which  he  reccivpd  ag  a  prefem 
from  the  author.  This  curious  volume  is  preferTcd 
in  the  library  with  great  attention  ;  and  has  been 
lately  publifbed  by  Mr.  Haas,  in  French,  Latin, 
and  Germans,  with  fac-fimilies  of  the  original  de- 
figns,  engraved  on  wood. 

1  be  dance  of  death,  in  the  cburch«yard  of  the 
predicants  of  the  fuburbs  of  St.  John,  is  fre- 
quently (hewn  to  flrangers  as  being  of  Holbein's 
pencil.  It  is  painted  in  oiUcolours  upon  a  wall 
which  cnclofes  the  burial-ground  }  but,  as  it  has 
fevei-al  times  been  retouched,  no  traces  are  dif? 
coverable  of  tliat  great  mailer's  hand.  In  ^d,  the 
^oju.  Horace  Walpole^  aM  other  unqueftionable 
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judges,  have  proved,  that  this  performance  was 
painted  before  Holbein  was  born,  and  that  he 
was  not  employed  even  in  retouching  it.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that,  from  this  antient  paint- 
ing, he  todk  the  firft  'faint  towards  compoling 
his  iamous  drawings  on  the  dance  of  death. 
In  treating  thi^  iiibjed,  be  has  difplayed  fuch 
.  wonderful  richnefs  of  imagination,  and  difcover- 
ed  fo  much  judgment  in  the  difpofition,  and  fo 
much  fpirit  in  the  execution,  of  the  figures,  that 
Rubens  ftudied  them  with  particuJar  attention, 
and  took  drawings  from  them. 

The  originals  of  Holbein's  dance  of  death  were 
purcfaafed  by  Mr.  Fleichman  of  Strafbourg,  at 
the  fale  of  the  famous  coUe&ion  of  Crozat,  at 
Fkris ;  of  which  Mariette  has  publiihed  a  cata- 
logue. They  are  now  in  the  poffeflion  of  prince 
Gallitzin,  minifter  irom  the  emprefs  of  Ruilia  to 
the  court  of  Vienna*  They  confift  of  forty  four 
finall  drawings ;  the  outlines  are  iketched  with  a 
pen,  and  they  are  ilightly  (haded  with  Indian  ink* 
I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  them,  dur- 
ing my  continuance  at  Vienna;  and  particularly 
admired  the  variety  of  attitudes  and  cbaraders  in 
which  death  is  re|Mrefented. 

Prints  have  been  taken  from  fome  of  thefe 
drawings  by  Hollar,  which  are  very  fcarcc.  Mr. 
de  Mechd^  a  celebrated  artift  of  this  place,  ha« 
already  engraved  them  after  the  original  deiigns; 
a  work  which  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  the  admirers  of  the  fine  arts.  He 
has  added  four  engravings,  which  are  not  in  the 
prince's  coUe&ion,  and  which  are  taken  from 
the  prints  of  Hollar.  Mr.  de  Mechel  ingeni- 
ouily    conjedures,   from  the  drdfes  and  cha- 
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raders  of  feveral  of  the  figures  in  the  dance  of 
death,  that  the  author  (ketched  them  v^hile  he 
was,  in  England-  They  were,  probably,  in 
the  Arundelian  colleftion  when  Hollar  engraved 
them. 

He  h^s  finiflied  alfo  a  fet  of  prints  from  the 
fine  paintings  of  the  DufTeldorf  gallery,  and  like- 
wife  engravings  of  the  famous  Hedlinger's  me- 
dals. This  able  artift  has  a  fmall  but  welUchofen 
colle£lion  of  paintings :  and  his  magazine  of  prints 
(in  which  article  he  carries  on  a  very  confidera- 
ble  trade)  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largefl:  and  mofl: 
complete  in  Europe.  I  am  acquainted  with  no 
perfon  to  whom  the  curious  traveller  can  addrefs 
himfelf  with  greater  advantage  than  to  Mr.  de 
Mechel,  nor  from  whom  he  can  receive  more 
ufeful  information.  To  a  particular  knowledge 
of  the  pbyfical  beauties  of  Switzerland,  he  joins 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  diflferent  go- 
vernments, cuftoms,  and  manners  of  the  feveral 
cantons.  As  he  is.  intimately  connected  with  the 
principal  men  of  learning  in  this  country,  his 
letters  of  recommendation  are  the  moil  defirable, 
and  the  mod  beneficial,  that  can  be  procured  : 
and  he  enjoys  as  inuch  fatisfa£tion  in  conferring, 
as  can  be  received  by  accepting,  his  good  offices. 
He  indeed  po0e0es  a  great  fund  of  good-humour, 
an  amiable  franknefs  of  difpofition,  and  a  certain 
.  originality  of  manner,  which,  together  with  his 
other  valuable  qualities,  recommend  him  as  a 
no  lefs  pleafing  than  ufeful  acquaintance. 

I  vifjted  ajfo  the  fmall  but  pleafing  colle£tion  of 
piftures,  moftly  of  the  Flemifli  and  Dutch  fchools, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Faefch,  member  of  the  Gre^tt 
CownciU    In  the  court-yard  before  his  houfe  is 
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a  wooden  ftatuc  of  Rhodolph  L  fitting  on  a 
throne,  and  clothed  with  the  imperial  infignia  ; 
underneath  I  obferved  the  date  of  12739  the  asra 
of  that  emperor's  coronation ;  and  the  rudeneb 
of  the  fculpture  renders  it  probable  that  it  is  an 
original  of  that  great  emperor,  who  was  befieg- 
ing  Baile  when  he  received  the  expeded  news  of 
his  eledion.  The  gates  were  immodiately  thrown 
open ;  and  he  was  inftantly  admitted  as  a  friend 
into.diat  town,  which  had  flmt  its  gates  againft 
him  as  their  enemy.  On  this  occafion  he  refided 
a  ftort  time  at  Bafle,  and,  as  tradition  relates,  in 
this  very  houfe. 

I  am,  &c. 
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Gcivemmettt  of  Bajle. 


HE.  bifhops  of  Bafle  once  poflcfled  the 
fovercignty  of  over  the*  city  and  t:anton ;  but 
Vicxc  gradually  deprived  their  prerogatives  j 
and,  in  1501,  finally  quitted  this  town^  when 
the  canton  joined  the  Helvetic  confederacy. 
They  at  fir  ft  retired  to  Friburgh  in  Brifgau, 
and  aftenvards*,  eftablifhing  their  refidence  at 
Porentru,  they  entirely  loft  the  trifling  authority 
and  inconfiderable  prerogatives  which  remained 
to  them.  Upon  the  introdudion  of  the  reforma- 
tion in  1525,  the  conftitution  was  in  fome  mea* 
fure  changed  }  and  the  power  of  the  ariftocracy 
limited. 

It  would  feem  in  theory  fcarcely  poflible  to 
divide  the  ariftocratical  and  democratical  com- 
monwealths into  fo  many  different  fpec^es  as  exift 
in  Switzerland :  for,  in  this  country,  every  re- 
public has  its  peculiar  modification ;  and  there  is 
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none  more  (ingular  than  that  of  Bafle.    To  vievr 
the  general  outlines  of  the  conftitution,  it  has 
the  appearance  of   an  abfolute    ariftocracy  f ; 
but,  upon  confTdering   it  in  detail,  it  will  be 
fouiid  to  incline  towards  a  democracy.    The  fu- 
preme  legiflative  power  rcfides  in  the  Great  and 
Little  Councils,  confiding  of  about  three  hundred 
member^ :  and  the  authority  of  thefc  two  councils 
combiDcd,   is  without  cdntrouL      They   enaft 
laws ;  declare  war  and  peace ;  contrail  alliances  \ 
and  impofe  taxes :  they  ele£t  the  feveral  magi* 
ftrates';  appoint  their  own  members  ;  nominate 
to  all  employments ;    and  confer  the  right   of 
burgherfliip.     The  general  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernment is  committed  by  the  Great  Council  to 
the  Senate,  or  Little  Council ;  that  is,   to  a  part 
of  its  own  body.      This-  Senate,    compofed  of 
fixty  members,  together  with  the  four  Chiefs  of 
the  republic,  two  burgomafters,  and  two  great 
tribunes,  is  divided  into  two  bodies,  which  aft 
by  rotation.     The  adling   divifion  continues  in 
office  one  year ;  decides  finally  in  all  criminal 
caufes;  fupcrlAtends  the  police;    and  exercifes 
feveral  other  powers  fubordinate  to  the  Sovereign 
Council,     liie  colledlive  body  of  citizens  affcm- 
blcs'only  once  a  year,  when  the  magiftrates  pub- 
licly 

t  An  aridocracy  (ftriftly  fpeaking)  means  diat  form  of  go- 
vernment, which  places  the  fuprcmc  power  in  the  nobles, 
exclufively  of  the  people  5  but  here  I  wean  by  it,  the  con- 
fining oC  the  fovereign  authority  to  a  certain  limited  number 
of  pcrfoos,  without  coniidering  whether  they  are  patricians 
or  plebeiaiisy  noules  or  commons :  for,  at  Bafle  every  citizen 
who  is  noble,  and  who  chufcs  to  retain  his  title  of  nobility, 
is  incapable  of  being  ckdcd  a  member  of  the  fovereign 
^Qnc|l. 
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licly  take  an  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitution, 
and  preferve  the  liberties  and  immunities  of  the 
people,  inviolate.  The  reciprocal  oath  of  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  is  adminiilered  to  the  citizens 
in  their  refpcSive  tribes. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  great  and  bound- 
lefs  prerogative  of  the  Great  Council ;  yet  the 
meaneft  citizen  is  legally  capable  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  that  body;  and,  by  the  fmgular 
method  of  eledion,  may  poffibly  be  chofen. 
For,  the  vacancies  in  the  two  councils  are  fup- 
plied  from  ^11  ranks  of  citizens,  one  clafs  only 
excepted,  the  members  of  the  univerfity.  Thcfe 
citizens  are  divided  into  eighteen  tribes,  called 
in  German  Zuenfte ;  fifteen  of  which  belong 
to  the  larger  towu,  and  three  to  the  fmaller  :  each 
of  the  firft-mentioned  fifteen  tribes,  returns 
four  members  to  the  Senate ;  and  each  of  the 
whole  eighteen,  fends  twelve  to  the  Great  Coun- 
cil. Formerly  tbefe  eledions  were  determined  by 
a  plurality  of  voices :  but,  as  by  thefe  means 
the  richelt  perfon  was  always  certain  of  be- 
ing chofen  ;  a  ternaire  was  eftabUflied  in  1718 ; 
that  is,  three  candidates  were  nominated,  and 
from  thcfe  the  fucceifor  was  appointed  j  by 
lot. 

Although 

f  The  fifteen  tribes  in  the  great  town  are  called  Zuenfte^ 
and  the  three  in  the  fmall  town  Gefellfchoften^  or  cooipanie*. 
Ir  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the  citizens  of  the  fmall  town 
enjoy  more  advantages  than  thofe  of  the  great  town  j  inafmuch 
as  the  former  may  be  appointed  to  public  employments  cither 
in  the  tribes  or  in  the  companies ;  whereas  a  citizen  of  the 
great  town  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  compantcs,  unlcfs  he 
refid«»  in  the  fmall  town. 
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Although  this  mode  of  elefEion  m  (bme  meav 
fure  put  a  (lop  to  corruption ;  yet  it  wa$  not  fufv 
fident  to  counterad  entirely  die  influence  of  the 
wealthy :  and,  as  the  poorer  citizens  could  fef- 
dom  fucceed  to  the  moft  honourable  or  lucrative^ 
employments  ;  they  procured  an  a£t  to  be  pafled 
in  1740,  changing  the  temaireinto  ^/cnaire:  by  ' 
which  fix  candidates,  inftead  of  three,  were  put 
'  in  nomination,  and  drew  lots  for  the  charge.  Six 
ticket,  containing  the  names  of  the  relpedive 
candidates,  and  feparately  placed  in  filver  eggs, 
are  inferted  into  one  bag ;  and  the  fame  number 
of  tickets,  five  of  which  are  blanks,  and  one  is 
marked  with  the  vacant  employment,  are  placed 
"in  another.  The  reigning  burgomaftcr  and  the 
great  tribune,  appointed  to  be  the  drawers  of 
diis  official  lottery,  both  at  the  fame  inftant  take 
a  ticket  from  each  bag  ;  and  the  candidate  whofe 
name  comes  out  at  the  fame  time  with  the  ticket 
on  which  the  employment  is  written,  obtains  the 
poft. 

It  would  be  too  tedious,  and  indeed  too  unin- 
tcrefting,  a  detail,  to  enter  into  a  minute  account 
of  the  forms  and  circumftances  requifite  to  be 
obfervcd  in  fclefting  the  fcveral  candidates.  To 
give,  however,  fome  general  idea  of  this  matter : 
— ^Upon  a  vacancy  in  the  Great  Council,  for 
inftance,  the  fix  candidates  mud  be  taken  froni 
the  citizens  of  that  tribe,  to  which  the  pcrfoi> 
who  occafion  the  vacancy  belonged ;  and  muft 
be  nominated  by  fuch  of  the  members  of  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils,  as  are  of  the  fame  tribe. 
The  candidates  for  the  fenate  and  for  the  tribunes 
or  chiefs  of  each  tribe,  called  in  German  mie/ler, 
arc   appointed  by  the   Great  CounciL      There 

i$ 
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18  but  one  cafe,  m  which  the /enaire  is  n6t  praC'» 
tlfed :  for,  upon  the  .death  of  a  burgomafter,  his 
colleague,  who  is  the  great  tribune,  fuccceds  of 
courfe. 

It  fhould  fecm,  that  many  inconveniences  muft 
neceflarily  flow  from  this  abfurd  method  of  fup- 
plying  vacant  pods  in  the  government ;  as  they 
are  left  intirely  to  the  capricious  difpofal  of  for- 
tune. In  fad,  it  has  not  urifrequently  happened, 
that  a  candidate,  whofe  knowledge  and  abilities 
rendered  him  capable  of  being  ferviceable  to  the 
(late,  has  never  obtained  the  fuccefsful  ticket  -, 
while  fortune  has  bellowed  it  upon  another  by  no 
means  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  employ- 
ment. However,  notwithflanding  the  ill  effeds 
rcfulting  from  this  cafual  method  of  ele&ion ; 
the  management  of  public  affairs  is  in  general 
tolerably  well  conduded  ;  and  there  are  few  in- 
ilances  of  civil  juflice  being  unwifelyadminiftered, 
or  of  innocence  being  facrificed  to  fuperior  wealth 
or  power. 

But  the  counfellors  of  the  (late  and  feveral  ma- 
gi (Irates,  are  not  the  only  perfons  chofen  by  lot ; 
even  the  profeflbrs  in  the  univerfity  are  eleded 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  three  candidates 
however,  (for  in  this  indance  the  iemaire  is  flill 
in  ufe)  mufl  be  nominated  from  thofe  who  have 
taken  the  degree  of  dodor.  Hence  nothing  is 
more  common  than  for  a  candidate  to  offer  him- 
felf  for  the  profefforlhip  of  a  fcience,  which  he 
has  never  made  the  peculiar  objed  of  his  (tu- 
dies ;  if  the  chair  of  that  particular  branch  of 
literature  in  which  he  excels  is  already  occupied  : 
fpr,  under  thcfe  circumdances,  the  refpcdivc 
uiiqualified  profcffors  change  places  with  each 

other. 
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other.    Thus  (to  memion  an  inftance  from  a  fa- 
mily well  known)  John  Bernoulli,  the  famous 
mathematical  profeflbr  in  this  univerfity,  who 
died  in  17489  left  three  fons,  Nicholas^  Daniel, 
and  John,  all^  jaftly  celebrated  for  their  (kill  i^ 
that  fcience,  in  which  their  father,  and  uncle  fo 
eminently  excelled.    Nicholas  died  at  St.  Peterf- 
bttrgby    member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sdcnt^ ;  and  Daniel,  having  followed  his  bror 
thcr  into  RuiSa,  returned  to  Baiile  on  obtaining 
die    profeflbrihip  of  anatqmy,   which  he  after* 
wards  had  an  opportunity  of  happily  exchanging 
for  that  of   natural   philofopby,    and   died  in 
1782.    A  fimilar  circi)mftance  happened  to  the 
third  fon  John :  after  being  feveral  times  appoint- 
ed an  unfuccefsful  candidate  in  the  lottery  of 
profeflbrihips,  chance  at   length  conferred   on 
him  the  chair  of  rhetoric ;    but,    upon  his   fa- 
ther's death,  he  changed  with  Mr.  Rumfpecki 
to   whom  fortune,    with   her  ufual  judgmentf 
had    aifigned    the    profeflbrihip    of   mathema- 
tics*. 

The 

•  The  following  curious  epitaph  on  a  lawyer,  interred  in  the 
cathedral,  complains,  that  the  deceafed,  nocwich{landing  his 
advanced  age  of  84,  which  had  afforded  many  opportunities  of 
being  nominated  candidate  fo/  varbns  o%ct%  of  (late,  bad  been 
condauallv  excluded  byfartune. 

S:     E:     S: 

Locum  quo  Sepeliretur 

de   fuo  acquifivit 

JOH:    GEORG    SCHWEIGHAUSER 

J.  U.  L.  Ducentum  Vir 

'  Fori  judiciarii  et  Apellationis 

ultra  XL.  Anoos  alUduus  AlToilbr 

muntriius 
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The  fumptuary  laws  are  very  ftrift  at  BafleV 
The  ufe  of  coaches  in  the  town  is  not  hideed 
prohibited,  as  at  Zuric  ;  but,  what  is  more  An- 
gular, no  citizen  or  inhabitant  is  allowed  to  hare 
a  fervant  behind  his  carriage.  Laws  of  this  kind 
may  be  carried,  in  fome  inftances,  to  a '  fcrupu- 
lous  and  even  ridiculous  minutenefs  ;  upon  the 
whole,  however,  they  are  excellent  regulations, 
and  not  only  ufeful  but  neceffary  in  a  fmall  re- 
public. They  have  certainly  operated  with  great 
advantage  in  this  town :  for,  although  it  contains 
feveral  ramilies  who  are  confidcrably  rich ;  yet  a 
happy  fimplicity  of  manners  is  ftill  fo  predomi- 
nant, that  you  would  fmile,  if  I  were  to  particu- 
larife  thofe  articles  which  pafs  under  the  oppro- 
brious denomination  of  luxury. 

The  lower  rank  of  citizens  are  in  general  fo 
ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their  own 
country,  as  to  fcem  convinced  that  true  felicity 
is  only  to  be  found  at  Bafle :  and  indeed  that 
clafs  of  people  arc  in  no  part  of  the  world  more 
happy.  Every  perfon  boafts  that  he  is  free,  and 
is  fo  in  reality  :  and,  as  the  citizens  not  only  pof- 
fcfs  very  conlidcrable  privileges  and  immunities, 
but  each  individual  may  alfo  indulge  the  hope  of 
being  one  day  chofen  into  the  fovereign  council ; 
he  enjoys  a  certain  degree  of  refpeft  and  confide- 

ration 

mumrihit  autem  AcaJemiciS 

€t  puUicii  Offictit 

Sorti  cQnJlanter  ixchifus 

\ixit  tamen  et  vivcre  defiit 

ui  Virum  Honcftum  dccet 

natus  Meiife  Jftnuario  1695. 

Obi  It  Die  VIIMenfis  Junii  1779. 
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lation  extremely  flattering  to  his  felf-importancc* 
In  faA,  there  are  feveral  among  the  magiftrates 
who  exercife  the  meaner  trades ;  and  the  prefent 
treafurer,  whofe  name  is  Muench,  is  a  baker ; 
he  is  indeed  a  perfon  of  diftinguiflicd  knowledge 
and  merit ;  and  has  been  twice  appointed  one  of 
the  candidates  for  the  office  of  great  tribune; 
which,  if  fortune  had  favoured  him,  would  have 
been  followed,  on  the  next  vacancy,  by  his  fuc« 
ceflion  to  the  office  of  burgomafter. 

In  general  the  burghers  fons  receive  an  excel- 
lent education  :  they  always  learn  the  Latin,  and 
not  unfrequently  the  Greek  tongue  ;  and  it  is 
by  no  means  unufual,  even  for  the  lower  fort  of 
tradefman,  to  employ  their  leifure  hours  in  the 
perufal  of  Horace,  Virgil,  and  Plutarch. 

The  condud  of  magiftrates  is  no  where  more 
freely,  nor  more  feverely,  criticifed  than  at  Bafle. 
The  people  may  fometimes,  no  doubt,  extend 
this  privilege  beyond  its  proper  limits ;  but  they 
cam  never  be  totally  retrained  from  exercifing  it, 
without  ftriking  at  the  vitals  of  their  liberty:  it  is 
efiential  to  its  exiftence,  and  no  free  government 
can  long  furvive  its  extindion. 

Bafle  is  the  largeft,  and  feems  formerly  to  have 
been  one  of  the  mofl:  populous,  towns  in  Switzer-^ 
land  :  its  extent  is  capable  of  containing  above  a 
hundred  thoufand  inhabitants ;  whereas  it  can 
fcarccly  number  fourteen  thoufand.  Many  parti- 
cular caufcs  may  have  concurred  to  occafion  this 
remarkable  decreafe  of  people  ;  but  1  will  men- 
tion only  one  or  two  reafons  to  which  it  may  be 
affigned. 

It  is  proved,  from  undoubted  calculations,  that 
in  all  gi^c^^  cities,  the  number  of  burials  ex« 

Voi^«  I*  L  cecd4 
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cetds  that  of  birth» ;  cdnfequently,  onlefs  tE& 
nncqual  proportion  it  compcnfat&d  by  a  conftanlf 
acceflion  of  new  inhabitants,  in  pfoccfs  of  time 
every  great  town  mtift  ncceffarily  become  dc- 
populated.  Now  the  citizens  of  Baife  are  h^ 
jealous  of  the  bttrgherfhip,  aftd  pride  themfelves^ 
fo  much  upon  the  privileges  which  accompany 
it,  that  they  feldom  deign  to  confer  it  upon 
ftM^igners  r  a  fupply  therefore  to  balance  that 
•graduaf  wade  of  peoplb  1  have  mentioned,  csm 
never  be  derived  from  an  inflax  of  ftrangers, 
where  they  are  not  permitted  to  carry  on  com- 
merce, or  to  foHow  any  trade.  A  fewyftars  ago, 
fome  of  the  m^iftrates,  fenfible  of  the  impolicy 
attending  this  unlimited  prohibition,  procured  a 
law,  by  which  the  freedom  of  the  town- and  the 
right  of  burgherftiip  was  allowed  to  be  conferred 
upon  ftrangers ;:  but  it  was  clogged  at  the  fame 
time  whh  fe  many  reftridions,  as  by  no  me»s 
to  anfWer  the  purpofe  for  which:  it  was  intended. 
Every  principle,  indeed,,  of  private  intereft  and 
ambition,  concurred  to  prevent  its  efficacy :  and 
tio  wonder ;  for,  bodies  of  men  are  feldom  ac* 
tuated  by  fo  generous  a  fpirit  as  to  facriiice  their 
perfonal  and  immediate  advantages,  to  the  future 
welfare  and  profpetity  of  ^ir  country. 

lam,  && 
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Cmbat  at  fhe  Hofpital  cf  James^  between  the 
Forces  rf  Louis  Dauphin  of  France^  and  a 
Corps  of  Swi/s  troops-^Ruins  of  AugJi'-^Mul'- 
baufen. 


i^URIOSnr  fed  me,  during  my  continu- 
ance at  Bafle,  to  vifit  the  hofpital  and  burying^ 
ground  of  St.  James,  not  far  from  the  town, 
and  near  the  fmall  river  Birs,  celebrated  for  a 
defperate  combat,  in  1444,  between  the  Swifs 
and  the  dauphin  of  France,  afterwards  Louis 
the  Eleventh ;  and  never  was  Swifs  valour  and 
intrepidity  fo  fignally  difplayed,  as  by  a  few  bat- 
talions of  their  troops  on  that  memorable  day. 

This  famous  battle  was  fought  in  confequence 
of  fomc  dilputes,  which  arofe  between  the  canton 
of  Zuric  and  thofe  of  Schweitz  and  Glarus. 
Zuric  refufing  to  abide  by  the  mediation  of  the 
iive  neutral  cantons,  -who  had  decided  in  favour 
of  Schweitz  and  Glarus,  a  civil  war  enfued  : 

L  2  upon 
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upon  which  occafion,  Zuric  formed  an  alliancr 
with  the  emperor  Frederic  the  Third.  The 
feven  antient  cantons,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
renunciation  of  this  alliance,  which  they  juftly 
confidered  as  an  infringement  of  Dheir  league, 
laid  fiege  to  that  town.  Frederic,  unable  to 
fend  a  fuiBcient  body  of  troops  to  its  relief, 
applied  for  additional  fuccours  to  Charles  the 
Seventh,  king  of  France  ;  who,  as  well  with  a 
view  of '  diflfolving  the  council  of  Bafle,  as  for 
the  particular  purpofe  required^  ordered  a  con- 
fiderable  army  to  march,  under  the  command 
of  his  fon  Louis.  Accordingly  the  dauphin 
entered  with  his  forces  into  Alface  ;  and,  after 
hying  wafte  and  harrailing  the  adjacent  pro- 
vinces, appeared  before  Bafle.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  Swifs 
from  the  army  of  the  confederates  (at  that  time 
employed  in  befieging  Farnfpurg)  were  ordered 
to  throw  themfelves  into  the  town  of  Bafle,  which 
was  but  thinly  garrifoned. 

This  handful  of  men  advanced  without  inter- 
ruption to>  the  plain  of  Brattelen  j  where  they 
charged^  with  fuch  determined  and  well-con- 
du&ed  valour,  eight  thoufand  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry, that  the  latter  were  driven  back  as  far  as 
Muttenz ;  at  which  place  the  repulfed  were 
joined  by  another  corps:  but,  notwith (landing 
this  reinforcement,  the  Swifs  renewing  the  affault 
with  frefli  intrepidity,  forced  them  to  repafs 
the  riter  Birs;  where  the  main  body  of  the 
army  was  chiefly  drawn  up.  Such  was  the  firm- 
aefs  and  foUdity  of  the  Swifs  in  thefe  feveral 
rencounters,  that,  to  ufc  the  expreifion  of  an  old 
French   chronicle,    when  the    cavalry  charged 

"  they 
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^  fbcy  could  make  no  more  impreflion,  than  if 
^^  they  had  attacked  a  rock,  or  an  impenetrable 
**  wail/'  The  Swifs,  encouraged  by  this  won- 
derful fuccefsy  and  exafperated  with  the  mofl: 
fpirited  indignation  againft  the  invaders  of  their 
country,  difregarded  the  remonftrances  of  their 
officers,  and  raflily  attempted  to  force  their  pai^ 
fage  over  a  bridge,  which  was  guarded  by  a  large 
^dy  of  the  enemy  :  but  this  effort  of  inconfi- 
derate  .valour  proving  ineffectual,  thefe  gallant 
foldiers,  throwing  themielves  into  the  rivef^ 
gained  the  oppofite  (hore,.in  the  fabe  of  .a  battery 
of  cannon  that  was  playing  againft  them. 

What  could  the  defperate  courage  of  fo  fmafli 
ajiumber  avail,  againft  an  army  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  men  advantageoufly  pofted  ia  an  open 
plain  ?  They  had  no  alternative  but  .cither  to 
throw  down  their  arms,  or  gloriouily  expire. 
They  bravely  preferred  the  latter:  accordingly 
five  hundred  took  poflef&on  of  a  fmall  ifland  near 
the  bridge,  and,  after  refolutely  defending  them- 
Xelves  to  die  laft  extremity,  were  cut  to  pieces. 
A  like  number  forced  their  way  -through  the 
xanks  of  the  enemy,  and  were  making  towards 
Baile  ;  when  .they  were  oppofed  by  a  large  body 
of  horfe,  pofted  there  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  from  fallying  to  the  relief  of  their 
countrymen.  Being  now  furrounded  on  all  fides, 
they  threw  themfclves  into  the  hofpital  of 
St.  James  ;  and,  lining  the  walls  of  the  burying- 
ground,  refifted  for  fome  time  the  united  a^aults 
of  the  whole  French  army.  At  length  the  h<^- 
pital  being  fet  on  fire,  and  the  cannon  having 
battered  down  the  walls  of  the  burying-ground, 
ihcy  fought  no  longer  in  hopes  of  viiftory  ;  but 

ftill 
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ftill  refolviog  to  fell  their  lires  as  deaf  at  po£- 
iible,  tbey  continued  to  defend  themfelye^  to  the 
laft  gafp. 

.^eas  Sylvius  (afterwards  pope  Pius  IL)  re- 
lates, among  other  adions  of  Angular  valour, 
exerted  by  this  heroic  troop,  a  particular  inftaace 
which  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning.  Four 
French  foldiers  aifaulted  a  (ingle  Swifs,  and 
having  killed  and  ftripped  him,  proceeded  to 
infult  the  corpfe  :  one  of  his  companions,  in- 
cenfed  at  this  brutal  a£tion,  feized  a  battle-ax, 
ru(bed  upon  the  four  ;  flew  two  of  them,  and 
drove  the  others  to  flight ;  then  flinging  the  dead 
body  of  his  friend  upon  his  flioulders,  carried  it 
to  a  place  of  fecurity  j  and  returning  to  the  at- 
tack, fell  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy. 

Of  the  whole  number  but  fixteen  efcaped  horn 
the  field  of  battle :  and  tbefe,  agreeably  to  the 
old  Spartan  difcipline,  were  branded  with  infamy, 
for  not  having  facrificed  their  lives  in  defence  of 
their  country.  Among  thofe  who  were  defpe- 
rately  wounded,  and  left  upon  the  field  of 
a&ion,  only  thirty-two  were  found  alive.  The 
names  of  many  of  thefe  glorious  combatants 
were  carefully  regiftered,  and  ftill  remain  upon 
record. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  number  of  forces 
on  both  fides  in  this  ever-memorable  engage- 
ment. As  far  as  we  can  judge,  by  comparing 
the  fcveral  relations  of  the  French  and  German 
hiftorians,  'the  army  of  the  dauphin  confifted  of 
at  Icaft  thirty  thoufand.  Charles  and  his  foU 
Louis,  in  their  letters  to  the  German  princes 
on  this  occafion,  aflert,  that  three  thoufand  Swifs 
fell  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  perhaps  that  ac- 
count 
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<rotint  IS  not  much  exaggerated.    With  refpcd 
to  the  ilain  on  the   fide   of  the  dauphin,   the 
amount  is  (litl  more  uncertain :  his  lofs,  how- 
ever, muft  have  been  yery  confiderablc,  for  he 
remained  three  days  fipon  the  field  of  battle ;  . 
and,  the  better  to  conceal  the  mimber  of  the 
killed,  he  ordered  the  dead  bodies  to  be  fecretly 
interred  in  different  parts  of  the  neighbourhood. 
Add  to  this,  that  he  was  effeduaily  prevented 
from  profecuting  his  defigns  upon  Switzerland, 
and  compelled  to  retire  with  his  (battered  army 
into  A4face«    Louis  himfelf,  indeed,  declared^ 
that  fuch  another  viflory  would  ruin  his  army ;  i 
and  gcneroufly  confeffcd,  that  he  derived  from 
it  no  other  advantage,  than  to  know  and  efteem 
the  valour  of  the  Swifs.     Accordingly,  this  com- 
bat may  be  confidered  as  forming  a  remarkable 
ara  in  th^  hiftory  of  the  Swift  :  for,  it  gave  rife 
Jto  their  treaty  with  Charles  the  Seventh,  the  firft 
^miance  which  they  contraded  with  France. 

Tlic  war,  however^  between  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  and  Zuric  on  one  fide,  and  the  feven 
cantons  on  the  other,  continued  until  the  year 
1446,  when  a  peace  was  concluded  by  the  mcdi- 
adon  ai\d  decision  of  certain  arbiters :  Zuric  re- 
nounced its  connexion  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ; 
and  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  was  again  folemnly 
renewed  and  confirmed  between  the  eight  can- 
tons.  Upon  this  occafion,  two  very  important 
articles  in  the  public  law  of  Switzerland,  were 
finally  fettled :  Firft,  that  all  difputes  between 
any  particular  cantons^  fliould  be  decided  by 
the  mediation  of  the  neutral  cantons  ;  and  if 
either  of  the  two  contending  parties  fliould  decline 
to  acquieice  under  their  judgment,  the  neu- 
tral 
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tral  cantons  are  empowered  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms,  in  .  order  to  compel  the  recufant  to  abide 
by  their  determination  :  Secondly,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  right  which  either  of  the  cantons  might 
have  rcfcrved  to  itfelf,  of  contra&ing  alliances 
with  foreign  powers,  yet  the  other  confederates 
are  to  judge,  whether  fuch  alliance  is  con- 
tradidEory  to,  or  incompatible  with,  the  arti- 
cles of  the  general  union ;  and  if  it  fhould 
appear  to  be  fo,  it  is  declared  utterly  null  and 
void. 

The  Swifs  ftill  talk  of  this  famous-  a£lion  with 
the  Warmeft  cnthufiafm.  Accordingly,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bafle  form  parties  every  year,  to. an  inn 
fituated  near  the  hofpital  and  burying-grdund 
above-mentioned,  in  order  to  commemorate,  in 
a  red  wine  produced  from  fome  vineyards  planted 
on  the  field  of  battle,  the  heroic  deeds  of  their 
brave  countrymen,  who  fo  glorioufly  facrificed 
their  lives  upon  the  occafion.  This  wine,  which 
they  call  the  "  Blood  of  the  Swifs;'  is  highly 
prized  by  the  Bafileans,  though  it  has  little  to  re- 
commend it  in  point  of  flavour ;  nevefthclefs,  I 
am  much  miftaken,  if  that  famous  line  of  Horace, 

Non  mijfura  cutem  nifi  plena  crwris^ 

was  more  applicable  to  the  tcazing  poet  he  men- 
tions, than  it  is  to  thofe  jovial  patriotic  parties, 
at  the  aniverfary  compotations  of  the  "  Blood  (f 
ihd  Sv;ifs.*' 

Near  Bafle  are  the  ruins  of  Augujia  Raurico- 
rum^  formerly  a  large  towti  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Romans,  now  a  fraall  village  in  the  canton 
of  Bafle,  clofc  to  the  Rhine. '  Its  ancient  remains 

arc 
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arc  very  inconfidcrable,  confiding  of  a  few  co- 
lumns of  marble,  ftill  (landing,  and  fome  feat* 
tcrcd  fragments  of  pillar,  together  with  a  fcmi- 
circular  range  of  walls  upon  a  rifing  ground,  the 
greatefl:  part  of  which  has  fallen,  and  is  almoft 
entirely  overgrown  with  underwood.  From  the 
prefent  appearance  of  the  lad-mentioned  ruins,  I 
Ihould  hardly  have  conjeflured  that  they  once 
compofed  part  of  a  theatre,  capable  of  contain- 
ing above  twelve  thoufand  fpeftators.  But  the 
celebrated  Shxfflin  has  given,  in  his  Alfaiia^ 
niujlratd^  a  particular  dcfcription  of  this  thea- 
tre, and  of  the  temple,  to  which  the  marble  co- 
Jumns  formerly  belonged.  I  noticed  alfo  the  re- 
mains  of  fome  fmall  aquedufts,  which  conveyed 
Water  to  the  town  from  the  diftance  of  above 
twelve  miles :  but  none  of  thefe  anticnt  relics  are 
fuiEciently  remarkable  to  merit  the  trouble  of  a 
particular  vifit. 

'■  The  peafants,  in  turning  up  the  ground  where 
thefe  ruins  are  fituated,  frequently  find  medals  of 
the  Roman  eniperors,  from  Augiiftus  to  Con- 
flantine  ;  aiid  are' become,  by  repeated  cxpcri- 
ence,  able  to  didinguifli,  with  fome  degree  of 
prccifion,  thofc  that  are  rare  from  the  more  com- 
mon coids.  I  purchafed  of  a  labourer  two  me- 
dals, which  he  had'jud  found  ;  a  Trajan  and  an 
Albinus :  and  though  the  former  was  by  far  the 
mod  pcrfeQ:,  yet  he  exafted  three  times  as  much 
for  the  latter,  becaufe  he  had  never  fcen  it,  he 
faid,  /before. :       ^ 

From  Bafle  I  made  a  fmall  excurfion  to  Mul- 
haufen,,  a  toAvn  in  illliance  with  the  Swifs  can- 
ton ;  which,  though  fituated  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  miles  from  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland, 

and 
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and  entirely  cnclofcd  within  the  dominions  of 
France,  is  yet  confidered  and  refpe£ked  as  a  pgtit 
of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  ;  and  entitled  to  all 
xbe  privileges  enjoyed  by  that  body. 

Mulhaufen  (lands  in  Sundgau,  a  diftiift  of  Al« 
(ace^  about  fifteen  miles  from  ^s^flc ;  ia  afertik 
plain,  at  the  bottom  of  a  Tidge  of  hills^  and  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  Voges.  The  walls  of  the 
town  enclofe  a  circumference  of  not  more  than 
two  miles,  and  its  whole  territory  is  comprifed 
within  a  precinfl  of  eight  miles. 

This  little  republic  maintained  its  privileges, 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  emperors,  during 
the  times  of  feudal  tyranny,  by  contracting  an  al- 
liance, at  different  intervals,  with  Bafle,  Straf* 
burgh,  and  the  towns  of  Alface  and  Suabia ;  and 
afterwards,  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
with  Berne,  Friburgh,  and  Soleure.  At  length, 
in  1515,  it  was  received  into  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy ;  which  league  has  preferved  its  liberty 
and  independence  from  the  encroachments  of  the 
empire,  on  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  from 
the  attacks  of  France.  The  inhabitants  are  of^ 
the  Reformed  religion.  The  town  contains  about 
eight  hundred  houfes,  and  fix  thoufand  fouls, 
and  there  are  two  thoufand  fubjeds  in  the  viU 
Jagcs  within  its  little  territory.  Mulhaufen  owes 
its  prefent  flourifhing  ftate,  to  its  manufa&ures, 
which  confift  principally  of  printed  linens  and 
cottons. 

The  government  is  arifto-democratical.  The 
fuprcme  power  refidcs  in  the  Great  and  Jittle 
(Councils,  confiding  both  together  of  feventy* 
eight  perfons,  and  drawn  from  the  burghers, 
whofe  number  amounts  to  feven  hundred,  diftri- 
buted  into  fix  tribes. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  KoehliA^s  commercial  fchool  deferves  to 
be  mentioned.  It  is  a  private  inftitution  for 
about  thirty  fcholars^  who  are  inftru&ed  in  the 
German,  French,  and  Latin  languages  ;  in  fenc- 
ing, dancing,  and  all  polite  accomplilhments ; 
and  more  particularly  in  accounts  and  book^keep* 
ing.  The  expence,  including  an  uniform^ 
amounts  to  >C.  50  f€r  annum.  The  plan  is  very 
judicious,  and  the  whole  appeared  to  mc  to  be 
well  conduced* 
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Bijhopric  rf  Bqfle — Pirentrth^Mbey  of  Betklaj 
— Arlejbeim — Dehnoni — ViUley    of    mun/Ui 
Pierre  Fertuii — Valley  of  Su  Inder. 


lLTHOUGH  the  grcatd*  part  of  the  domi. 
nions  fubjed  to  the  biihop  of  Bafle,  or,  as  he  is 
called  by  the  Proteftants^  the  Prince  of  Porcntru, 
is  not  comprifed  within  the  limits  of  Switzerland ; 
yet  as,  till  lately,  he  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Catholic  cantons,  and  as  many  of  bis  fubjeds, 
even  in  thofe  diilri&s  which  lie  within  the  .Ger- 
man empire,  are  comburghers  with  Berne,  and 
under  the  protedion  of  that  republic,  his  terri- 
tory is  ufuafly  included  in  all  the  topographical 
accounts  of  Switzerland.  It  merits  alfo  the 
notice  of  the  traveller  for  its  romantic  fcenes, 
of  the  mineralogift  for  the  variety  of  its  pctri- 
fafUons  and  foiTils,  and  of  the  politician  for  the 
peculiarity  of  its  government,  and  the  numerous 
and  complicated  immunities  of  the  people. 

Having 
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Having  made  various  excurfions  into  this  coun- 
try,  I  fliall  lay  before  you  a  general  account  ef 
its  political  ftate,  and  a^  particular  defcriptioiv 
of  thofe  parts  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
yifiting. 

The  biihopric  of  Bafle  may  be  clafled  under 
two  general  divifions :  the  firft  lies  to  the  fouth 
of  Pierre  Pertuis,  and  forms  a  part  of  Switzer- 
land ;  the  fecond,  to  the  north  of  the  fame  boun- 
dary, includes  that  diftrid  fituated  within  the 
German  empire. 

The  fovereign  of  this  country  is  chofen^  by 
the  chaper  of  eighteen  canons,  refident  at  Arlef- 
heim,  and  confirmed  by  the  pope.  He.  is  prince 
of  the  German  empire ;  and  does  homage  to  the 
emperor  for  that  part  of  his  territory  which  lifcs  . 
in  the  Circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine.  He  was  al- 
ways confidered  as  an  ally  of  the  Swifs,  by  his 
emon  with  the  Catholic  cantons^  firft  formed  in 
1579,  and  renewed  at  different  intervals,  parti* 
cularly  in  1671  and  1697;  and  by  being  Ja- 
cluded  in .  the  treaty  wluch  thofe  cantons  con- 
traded  with  France  in  1715..  But  as  he  was  not 
comprifed  ^mong  the  allies  of  the  Swifs,  in  the. 
league  between' the  thirteen  cantons  and  Louis 
the  SijKteenth,  ^n  17779  he  can  at  prefent  fcarcely 
.  be  ofteeitied  a  member,  of  the  Helvetic  Confe- 

dcTa<:y". 
•*  '  The  firft  particular  alliance  with  France  was 
concluded  in  1739,  between  the  biihop  and  Louis 
the  Fifteenth ;  and  was  renewed  in  1780.  By 
virtue  of  this  treaty  the  bifhop  has  troops  in  the 
French  fcrvice ;  and  his  fubjeSs  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  which  are  granted  to  the  natives  of  the 
thirteen  cantDns. 

Ja 
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In  care  of  ^  rapture  between  France  and  the 
Empire^  he  is  bouAd  to  remaia  neuter.  But  thit 
netitraKty  did  not,  in  16759  prerent  the  French 
troops  fmwi  being  quartered  in  his  dtminionst  as 
forming  pare  of  the  empire ;  and  they  were  onljr 
removed  at  the  interccffion  of  the  CathoUc  can- 
tons4  if  a  mtfunderAanding  Aould  arife  between 
France  and  the  Emperor,  his  iitnation  ti^rald  be 
eJ^tremely  embarrafling ;  ^  bis  doubtful  connec- 
tion wilh  the  Swifs  womtd  fcarcely  preferve  his 
territory  from  being  invaded  by  one  of  thofe  two 
powers. 

The  form  cf  government  b  a  limited  monarchy : 
Ae  bifliop  being  bound,  on  all  important  oc* 
cafions,  to  oonCnk  his  diapter ;  and  his  prero^ 
gative  beipg  confined  by  the  great  immnakiea 
enjoyed  by  his  fobjeds  m  general,  and  partku- 

.  iariy  by  tnofe  ^  the  Reformed  communion.  He 
nominates  to  all  employments,  both  ckil  atod 
miKtary,  and  appoints  the  bailifs  or  governors  i 
xsriminal  juftice  is  adminiftered  in  his  name ;  and 
be  bas  the  power  of  pardoning.  In  dvil  ipro- 
ceedings,  he  receives  an'  s^peaT  from  die  safe* 

-  riot  courts ;  b«t  in  his  >German  dominions,  when 
the  caufe  cKcccds  the  value  tyf  a  ftipalated  4um« 
It  inay  be  carried  to  the  cham})es0  of  Wetzhr  qt 
Vienna.,  .  . 

The  fubjc'fls  of  the  hifliop  are  partly-Protef- 
^nrs  and  paftly  Catholics.     The  prq^ali'ia,  t>( 

•whom  a  ^orc  particular  account  will  be  given, 
iiihabit  the  greatcft  part  of  the  valley  of  Munfl^, 
and  the  whole  diftrift  to  the  fouth  of  Pierre  Per- 

tnis,  and  are  about  1  jsooo ;  the  Catholics  amount 

'to  35,000. 

The 
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The  French  and  German  languages  being 
both  fpoken  in  the  bifliop's  dominions,  feve^ 
ral  places  have  two  names,  that  fcarcely  re» 
femblc  each  other ;  namely,  Munfler  and  Mou^ 
fiery  Dacbfield  and  Tavannes^  Delmont  and  Del/" 
bergj  Corraruklin  and  Rennendorfj  Elay  and 
^bof. 

Porentro,  capital  of  the  bifhop's  dominions, 
and  his  principal  refidence,  is  Htuiited  in  the 
bailliage  of  Elfgau,  about  three  miles  irom  the 
frontiers  of  France,  It  is  a  fmall  but  neat  town  ; 
and  its  pofition,  in  an  oval  plain,  furrounded  by 
veil-wooded  hills,  and  watered  by  a  ferpentine 
tivulct,  is  exceedingly  pleafant.  The  epifcopsd 
palace,  which  has  been  lately  repaired  and  aug- 
mented)  ftands  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the 
towB^  and  the  eavirons  fertile  in  corn  and  paf- 
ture.  One  of  the  towers,  built  of  ftone,  and  faid 
to  be  of  Roman  workmanfhip,  ftill  remains  a 
snonnment  of  its  antiquity. 

The  high  roads,  which  lead  from  all  quarters 
to  Porentru,  and  have  been  formed  at  a  con- 
liderable  expence,  do  honour  to  the  fovereigns 
of  this  country.  The  way  to  Bellelay  and 
Sienne,  is  a  magnificent  caufeway  :  it  traverfes~a 
mountainous  diftrid  ;  is  carried  over  hanging 
terraces  ;  through  "  twilight  groves,'*  and  along 
continued  acclivities  and  declivities.  I  purfued 
the  latter  part  by  moonlight  ;  and.the  reflexion 
of  the  rays  quivering  through  the  thick  foliage 
vras  inconceivably  beautiful. 

'Bellelay,  which  I  vifited  in  my  journey  from 
Bienne  to  Porentru,  is  a  rich  abbey  of  Benedic- 
tines, about  twenty  miles  from  the  capital,  in  a 
folitary  but  not  unpleafant  fituation,  furrounded 

by 
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by  mountains,  and  iheltered  by  forefts:  This 
abbey  is  not  merely  confined  to  religious  pur- 
pofes  ;  the  late  abbot,  Nicholas  de  Luce,  having 
inftitutcd  a  military  academy,  for  the  young  no- 
'  bility  and  gentry.  For  this  purpofe  he  ercdied 
a  large  building  near  the  abbey,  and  provided 
fuitable  matters  and  profeflbrs.  When  I  was 
rhere,  the  number  of  fcholars  amounted  to  forty. 
They  are  inftruded  in  various  branches  of  polite 
literature  ;  they  wear  uniforms  ;  and  are  trained 
to  military  manoeuvres  and  exercifcs.  The  cheap- 
nefs  of  this  fchool,  and  its  diftance  from  the  dif- 
iipation  of  large  towns,  renders  it  of  great  public 
utility.  .  The  whole  expence  of  each  fcholar,  for 
his  board,  lodging,  inftrudion,  and  various  lef- 
fons,  fcarcely  cjcceeds  £.  ao  per  annum*  It  is 
curious  to  find  a  military  academy  eftabliihed  in 
the  midft  of  rocks  and  forefls,  and  within  the 
walls  of  a  convent ;  and  to  obferve  Benedidine 
friars«  inftead  of  wafting  their  time  in  monkifh 
ignorance  and  fuperftition,  rendering  themfeivcs 
beneficial  to  fociety. 

The  chapter,  compofed  of  eighteen  canons^ 
who,  upon  a  vacancy  in  the  fee,  pofTefs  the  right 
of  elefting  the  bifhop,  was  fixed  at  Friburgh  in 
Brifgau  from  the  period  of  the  reformation,  which 
drove  them  from  Bafle,  to  1677,  when  Friburgh 
was  occupied  by  the  French  troops.  In  the  faU 
lowing  year  the  chapter  was  transferred  to  Arlef- 
heim,  where  it  now  refides.  .The  vacant  ca- 
nonries  are  filled  alternately  by  *  the  pope  and 
chapter. 

On  the  14th  of  Auguft  1786,  I  made  an  ex- 
curfion,  in  company  with  feveral  friends,  to 
Arleihcim^  which  is  a  fmall  but  agreeably  fituated 

place. 
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place^  almofl  four  miles  /rom  Bafle,  We  had 
the  honour  of  dining  with  the  Baron  dc  Ligertz, 
one  of  the  canons'.  ^  After  a  repaft,  no  Icfs  ele- 
gant than  agreeable,  our  hoft  politely  accom- 
panied us  to  a  warden  ftyled  The  Hermitage, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Arleflieim ;  which 
was  laid  out  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  baron  and 
of  Madame  d'Andlau,.  the  bailif 's  lady,  with  a 
view  to  employ  the  poor  in  a  time  of  great  fcarci- 
ty,  and  to  provide  walks  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  The  grounds  are  very  extenfive  and 
pleafant.  The  walks  are  carried  along  the  fides 
of  the  rocks,  wWrfi  are  richly  wooded,  and 
through  a  delightful  femicir^Uter  plain,  bounded 
by  fertile  hills,  Snd  watered  by  a  fmall  lake,  the 
borders  of  which  are.'pcculiarly  wild  and  piftur- 
efque.  Several'  (Jav^rris,*  hollowed  and  arched 
by  the  hand  of  nature,  add  to  the  romantic 
iingularity  of  the  fccnery ;  while  many  Van-  * 
fparent  dreams,  conveyed  from  a  confiderablc 
diftance,  fall  in  fmall  cafcades,  or  bubble  from 
the  ground  like  real  fprings.  A  faftidious  ob- 
fervcr  might  perhaps  remark  of  this  enchanting 
fpot,  that  in  a  few  circumftances  nature  has 
been  too  much  facrificcd  to  art  ;  and  that  there 
are  feme  buildings  lefs  calculated  to  plcafe  than 
to  furprife.  \^     v 

This  following  elegant  infcription  fdf^fhis 
cliarming  hermitage  was  extemporarily  compofed 
by  profcffor  QBerlin  of  Stralburgh,  one  of  our 
party.  •  • 

Vol.  I.  M      •*  HOSPES 
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HOSPES  .  AMICE, 
HASCE  -  DELICIAS. 
NATURE  .  DEBES. 
DEBES  .  INDUSTRIE. 
BALBlNiE  .  AB  -  ANDLAV. 
HEN  RICl .  A  -  DIGERTZ. 

I  (hall  clofe  this  letter  with  an  account  of  my 
journey  from  Bafle  to  Bienne,  through  the  valliea 
of  LaufTen,  Dclmont,  M under,  and  St.  Imier,  a 
trad  of  country  in  the  bifhoprie  of  Bafle,  vhich 
is  not  inferior  in  beauty  to  cb*  mofl:  delightful 
parts  of  Switzerland. 

Wc  quitted  Bafle  early  in  the  morning  ;  and 
paflfed  through  a  fertile  plain  watered  by  the 
Birlh,  and  bounded  by  two  chains  of  the  Jura  ; 
one  whereof  terminates  abruptly,  fupporting  on 
its  fummit  the  caftle  of  Wertenburgh.  As  we 
continued  our  route,  the  plain  gradually  nar- 
rowed ;  the  mountains  approached  each  other  ; 
and  we  entered  the  rich  valley  of  Lauffen,  en- 
ctofed  between  the  rocks,  fprinkled  with  groves 
of  oak  and  beech,  arid  exhibiting  many  romantic 
points  of  view.  Lauffefn,  which  gives  name  to 
the  valley,  has,  its  own  tnagiftrates,  and  infe- 
rior courts  of  jttfticc.  The  natives  are  induf- 
trious,:  thofc  who  are  not  employed  in  agricul- 
ture, gain  a  comfortable  livelihdod  from  making 
cloth,  fpinning  yarn,  and  knitting  worded  (lock- 
ings. The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  talk  Ger- 
man, and  thofe  of  Sautier,  a  fmall  neighbour- 
ing village,  French,  which  language  is  fpoken 
through  the  vallies*  of  Delmont,  Munftcr,  and 
St.  Imicrr 

About 
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About  three  leagues  from  Lauffen  we  came  to 
a  narrow  pafs,  entered  the  valley  of  Delmont, 
near  Sautier ;  quitted  the  high  road,  and  gently 
afcended  to  Delmont,  which  (lands  pleafantly  on 
an  acclivity,  backed  by  a  ridge  of  rocks  em- 
browned with  firs. 

In  this  fmall  town  refide  the  provolt  and  ca- 
nons, who  compofe  the  chapter  formerly  cfta- 
bliffied  at  Munfter }  which  was  removed  here,  in 
1630,  on  the  introdudion  of  the  Reformed  reli- 
gion in  the  valliey  of  Munfter.  At  the  extre- 
mity of  the  townii&,the  epifcopal  palace,  built  in 
1718,  by  Conrad  Baron  of  Reinach,  and  bifliop 
of  Bade :  it  comnnmds  a  fine  vkw  of  the  adjacent 
country.  The  bailif,'who  holds  his  court  in  this 
town,  has  jurifdt£iion  over  the  valleys  of  Del- 
mont and  Munfter.  In  criminal  proceedings  he 
arrefts  and  examines  ;  and  can  infiid:  fmall  pe- 
nalties for  trifling  mifdemeanors  ;  but  in  all  cafes 
of  notoriety,  th^  delinquent  is  either  tried  at  Po- 
rcntru,  or  the  bailif's  fentence  muft  be  con- 
firmed or  amended  in  that  fupreme  tribunal. 
Civil  caufes  are  firft  adjudged  in  the  provincial 
courts  ;  from  whdfe  decifion  an  appeal  lies  to 
the  epifcopal  tribunal  at  Porcatru  ;  snd  from 
thence  to  the  imperial  chambers  of  Wetzlar  or 
Vienna. 

Delmont  contains  eight  hundred  inhabitants, 
who  arc  all  Catholics :  they  have  their  own  ma- 
giftrates  and  inferior  tribunals. 

About  a  mile  from  Delmont  I  flopped  at  Cor- 
randdin,  a  fmall  village  in  the  Catholic  diftricl 
of  the  valley  of  Munfter,  in  order  to  examine  an 
iron  foundery  belonging  to  the  bifhop.  The 
ore  is  drawn  from  the  valley  of  Delmont,  near 
M  2       ^  the 
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the  villages  of  Corou,  Wick,  Rccolcns,  and  Sen 
pres  ;  it  is  taken  from  the.  ground  in  fniall  pieces, 
fcldom  larger  than  the  fize  of  a  pea.  The  di- 
rector informed  me,  that  it  is  ufually  found  in 
that  ftate,  and  very  rarely  in  mafles.  The 
largeft  he  ever  remembered  to  have  feen,  was 
ten  feet  long,  two  thick,  and  two  broad*  He 
added,  that  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood 
abound  with  ore,  which  would  yield  confiderable 
quantities  of  iron,  if  fufficient  charcoal  could  be 
procured  for  the  fmelting  furnaces.  As  he 
was  but  lately  appointed  director,  be  could  not 
give  any  accurate  intelligence  concerning  the  an- 
nual quantity  of  iron  fmelted  in  this  fbundery  ; 
but  informed  me,  in  general,  that  the  diflPcrent 
ores  yielded  akogether  two  thirds  of  pure  mine- 
ral, the  quality  whereof  was  extremely  fine,  and 
Scarcely  inferior  to  the  beft  fort  exported  from 
Sweden. 

Corrandelin,  together  with  the  villages  of 
Chatillon,  Roflemaifon,  Vellerat,  Courchappois^ 
Corbaon,  Mervellier,  and  Elay,  though  con- 
neded  as  to  ecclefiaflical  affairs  with  the  valley  of 
Dclmont,  form  that  part  of  the  valley  of  Mun- 
fter,  which  is  called  the  Catholic^  or  Lawet 
Diltrid.  '  It  is  denominated  the  Catholic  Diftrid, 
bccaufe  the  inhabitants  are  exclufively  of  the  Ro- 
niifli  church  j  and  Lower  Diftrid,  becaufe  it  is 
fituated  uHter  den  felfen^  or  below  the  ridge  of 
rocks  which  feparate  it  from  the  Upper ^  or  Pro^ 
iejlant  Diftrift.  But  before  I  proceed  further,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  defcribe  the  general  divifions 
of  this  vajley,  and  the  civil  and  religious. immu« 
nities  of  the  natives,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to 
comprehend  its  complicated  topography,  and  its 

curious 
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curious  political  ftate  by  which,  though  fubjeft 
to  the  bifliop  of  Bafle,  it  is  under  the  protedioii 
of  the  canton  of  Berne. 

The  valley  of  Munfter,  or  Moitier,  extends 

from  the  valley  of  Delmont  to  Pierre  Pertuis  ; 

and  is  included  in  that  part  of  the  biftiop's  do« 

minions  which  lie  within  the  German  empire. 

But,  as   the   inhabitants  have,  for   above  three 

hundred  years,  been  in  alliance  with  Berne,  and 

under  the  prote&ion  of  that  republic,  the  valley 

is  coniidered  by  many  authors  as  forming  part  of 

Switzerland.     It  is  divided  into  two  principal 

diftri£ts  ;    the  Catholic  or  Lower  Diftrick,   which 

lies  at  t"he  extremity   of  the  valley  of  Delmont, 

and   comprifes  the    eight   villages    above-men- 

doned  ;    the  Protejlant  or  Upper  Diftrift,  which 

ftretches  from  the  chain  of  rocks  near  Corrande- 

iin,  to  Pierre  Pertuis,  its  fouthern  boundary  ;  and 

contSiiUiing,  1.  The  Greater  Valley,  or  Valley  of 

Tavannes  ;    and  2.  The  Leffer  Valley,   whi(!h  is 

fubdivided  into  Grand-Val,   or   the  Great  Val- 

ley,  and  the  Little  Valley,  or  the  Valley  of  Sor- 

netan. 

The  inhabitants  of  both  diflrifls  are  com- 
burgbers  with  the  canton  of  Bcrnc.  The  firit 
treaty  of  comburgberlhip  was  contratled  in  1484% 
In  that  year,  Berue  and  the  bilhop  of  Bafle  rc- 
fpcflivcly  fupporting  two  cjindidates  for  the  pro- 
voftlhip  of  Munfter  ;  the  former  marched  aiv 
army  into  tbcfc  parts,  took  poffeiHon  of  the 
whole  valley,  and  exaded  homage  from  the  in- 
habitants.; Ihefe  difputcs  being  compromifcd 
at  the  treaty  of  Corrandclin,  Berne  reilorcd  the 
valley  to  the  biihop  on  the  following  conditions  : 
jbat  the  inhabitants,  fliould  be  maintained  in  aU 

tucir 
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their  privileges  ;  continue  as  comburghers  with 
Bcrnc,  under  the  proteftion  of  that  republic  ;  re- 
main neuter  in  cafe  of  a  war  between  Berne  and 
the  bifhop ;  and  follow  the  ftandard  of  Berne, 
when  the  latter  was  engaged  in  hoftilities  againft 
any  other  power.  This  treaty  of  comburgherfliip, 
renewed  at  different  intervals,  has  excited  fre« 
quent  difputes  between  Berne  and  the  bithop, 
and  particularly  in  1705  and  ^711  occafioned 
an  open  rupture.  Thefe  difputes  were  finally 
adjufled  at  the  pacification  of  Aran  ;  when  the 
biihop  ratified  the  treaty  of  comburgherfhip, 
confirmed'  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  ^be 
inhabitants,  and  confented  to  the  mediation  and 
interference  of  Berne. 

The  affairs  of  religion  excited  for  fome  time 
no  lefs  conteft  between  the  bifhop  and  Berne 
than  the  treaty  of  comburgherfhip.  The  refor- 
mation being  adopted,  in  1531,  by  a  cpnfiderablc 
number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  valley  of  Mun- 
fter,  civil  commotions  enfued ;  Berne  interfered 
in  behalf  of  the  Proteftants,  and  the  bifhop  pror 
tcded  the  antient  church  eflablifhment,  It  was 
at  length,  however,  amicably  fettled  between  both 
parties ;  that  the  majority  of  each  parifh  fhould 
freely  decide,  whether  the  inhabitants  ihould  pro- 
fefs  the  Roman  catholic  or  the  Reformed  religion; 
and  that  the  chapter  of  Munfterfliould  continue  to 
receive  the  tythes,  on  condition  of  difcharging 
the  falaries  of  the  Proteflant  miniflers.  In  con- 
fequcnce  of  this  rational  compromife,  the  eight 
villages;  which  now  form  the  Lower  diflrift,  voted 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Catholic  religion  ;  and 
the  parifhes  of  the  upper  diflrift  for  the  Reform- 
fd  church.    Accordingly   the  two  pcrfuafions 

^  '  were 
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vcrc    rcfpeftivcly  eftablifhed  in  thcfe   two  dif- 
tri£ts  ;    the  chapter  retained  its  eftatcs  and  tytbes, 
but  quitting  Munfter^  where  the  new  do^rines 
were  admitted,  retired  fiird  to  Soleure,  and  af- 
terwards fettled  at  Delmont :  but,  as  feveral  Pro- 
teftants  and  Catholics  continued  promifcuoufly  to 
inhabit  the  two  diftrids,  diflurbances  were  occa- 
fionally  renewed.     Nor  were  the  religious  differ- 
ences  entirely  compofed  till  the  peace  of  Arau ; 
which  fettled^  that  all  the  members  of  the  two 
perfuafions  fhould  be  finally  feparated ;    that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Upper  diftrid,  who  then 
profeffed  or  (hould  hereafter  profefs  the  Catholic 
religion,  (hould  retire  to  £lay  ;  and  that  in  the 
fame  manner  the  Proteftants  in  the  Lower  dillri£fc 
(hould  remove  to  the  Upper  diilri£l.     Since  this 
period,  the  mod  perfed  harmony  has  fubliftcd 
between  them. 

By  virtue  of  the  alliance  with  Berne,  that  re- 
public annually  deputes  one  of  its  magiftrates  to 
this  valley  for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  if  the 
dvil  and  religious  immunities  have  been  prefer- 
ved  inviolate,  and  an  ecclefiaftic  :  the  latter, 
called  infpedor  of  the  churches  in  the  valley  of 
Munfter^  examines  into  the  (late  of  ecclefiadical 
difcipUne ;  and  diftributes  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Upper  diftrid  catechifms  and  pfalters. 
Berne  alfo  approves  the  nomination  of  the  mini* 
Uers  to  the  vacant  benefices,  fome  of  whom  are 
appointed  and  paid  by  the  bifhop,  others  by  the 
chapters  of  Delmont  and  Bellclay  ;  as  the  bifhop 
or  chapters  poffcfs  the  tythes  in  the  refpcdive 
parilhes. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrcffion.-^Soon  after 
quitting  Gorrandelip,    I  entered  ^he  Protejlani 

diftrid. 
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diftria,  througkj^  pafs  betWfecn  two  rocks,  which 
nearly  approach  each  other,  and  juft  leave  an 
opening  fuiEcient  for  the  Birs  and  the  road.  This 
pafs  leads  into  a  narrow  glen,  about  four  miles 
in  length,  and  in  many  places  almoft  refembling 
a  fubterraneous  abyfs*  The  road  winds  by  the 
fide  of  the  impetuous  Birs,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  two  ranges  of  rocks :  thefe  rocks  arc  of  white 
limcftone,  of  inacceilible  height ;  and  though  in 
mod  places  abfolutely  perpendicular^  yet  are 
agreeably  feathered  with  trees,  and  particularly 
towards  their  fumraits,  which  over-hang,  and 
fcarcely  admit  the  light  of  the  fun.  In  the  midft 
of  this  glen  is  La  Roche,  the  firft  Proteftant  vil- 
lage in  the  valley  of  Munfter ;  the  houfes  where* 
of  (land  on  both  fides  of  the  Birs,  where  the  rocks 
recede  a  little,  and  prcfent  to^^ards  their  bottoms 
a  gentle  flope. 

On  iffuing  from  this  glen,  we  entered  a  fertile 
plain  encirckd  by  hills,  in  the  midft  of  which  is 
lit'uated  the  village  of  Munfter  or  Moiticr  :  it 
takes  that  appellation  from  the  chapter  of  ca« 
nons,  who,  upon  the  reformation,,  quitted  this 
place  of  their  refidence  and  fettled  themfelves  at 
Dclmont. 

Abodt  half  a  mile  from  Munfter  we  came  into 
another  glen,  near  three  miles  in  length :  it  is 
called  Cbaiuety  of  a  fimilar  nature  with  that  which 
we  traverfed  between  Corrandftlin  and  the  plain 
of  Munfter,  but  ftill  wilder  and  more  craggy, 
deeper  and  more  obfcure. .  It  is  alfo  divided  by 
the  Birs,  which  rulhcs  through  it  with  gxtzt  im« 
pttuofity  ;  and  is  fo  narrow,  that  .the  road  occu* 
pics  the  whole  iftace  between  the  torrent  and  the 
tiiountaiO)  .a^d  the  wticels;  of  glut  (rarriageTr^- 

quently 
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i)uently  on  one  fide  bruflied  the  r^ftSfef^-and  on  the 
other  ran  clofe  to  the  precipice  which  overhangs 
the  river.  This  caufewa y,  over  broken  crags  and 
ftcep  precipices,  docs  honour  to  the  prince  who 
carried  it  into  execution.  The  following  in- 
fcription,  which  I  obferved  near  a  bridge  in  the 
midfi  of  this  obfcure  glen,  may  perhaps  fecm 
exaggerated,  to  a  perfon  unacquainted  with  the 
natural  impediments  of  the  country  ;  but  to 
me,  on  the.fpot,  appeared  ftri£tly  confonant  to 
truth. 

yofephtis  GuUelmtu 

En  Rinchnis  de  Baldenjiein 

BqfiUenfium  Epifcopus  Princeps 

Viam  Veteribus  Inclufam 

Rupibus  et  Clau/iru  Montfum  Ruptis 

Birfd  Poniibus  Straid 

Opere  Romanis  Digno 

Aperutt. 
Anno.  p.  M.D.CCLIL 

Although  in  various  parts  of  Switzerland  I  had 
frequently  obferved  the  juftnefs  of  the  remark, 
that  in  all  deep  vallies  which  interfed  the  moun- 
tains, the  falient  angles  on  one  fide  alternate-  f<^ 
ly  correfpond  with  the  cavities  on  the  other  ; 
and  that  parallel  (trata  of  rock  anfwer  to  each 
other,  in  all  diredions  and  at  all  heights  }  fctl 
never  faw  this  faflftaore  ftrqngly  exemplified  tluui 
in  the  two  ridges  of  lime-ftone  that  border  tnis 
glen.    They  are  ef  a  ftupendous  height ;  and 
the  ftrata  horizontal,  inclined,  or  almoft  perr 
pendicular  on  one  fide,  are  exadly  fimilar  and  of 
the  fame  thicknefs  on  the  other :  a  circuai(lance« 

whidi 
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whkhy  joinQ4yto  the  correfpondlag  fituatlon  of 
the  angles^r tms  to  prove,  that  they  were  former* 
ly  united,  and  have  been  either  rent  afunder  by 
fbme  fudden  convulfion,  or  fcparated  by  the  gra«* 
dual  attrition  of  the  waters. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Chaluet  we  entered 
another  plain,  well  cultivated,  and  agreeably 
fpotted  with  villages ;  and  arrived  towards  the 
cIoTe  of  the  evening  at  MoUeray,  where  we  paf- 
fed  the  night.  The  people  in  thefe  parts  .appear 
happy  and  contented,  and  are  extremely  induftri- 
otts.  The  greateft  part  are  employed  in  agri« 
culture ;  a  icw,  encouraged  by  their  neighbours 
of  Locle  and  Chaux  de  Fond,  have  Jlately  intro* 
duced  feveral  trades  into  thefe  mountains  ;  and 
Belleval,  a  fmall  neighbouring  village,  already 
contains  five  watchmakers. 

From  MoUeray  we  continued  along  a  fertile 
plain  by  the  fide  of  the  Birs  ;  through  feveral 
pleaiant  and  well-looking  villages,  of  which  Ta*' 
irannes,  in  German  Dachfeld^  is  the  largeft.  In 
about  two  miles  we  arrived  at  the  extremity  of  the 
plain,  which  is  clofed  by  a  rock,  througn  which 
opens  the  celebrated  pafs  called  Pierre  Perttds. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  rock,  the  Birs  burils  from 
the  ground  in  feveral  copious  fprings,  and  turns 
two  mills  within  a  few  paces  of  its  principal 
fource. 

Pierre  Perttus  is  a  large  arched  aperture 
through  a  folid  rock,  about-^  thirty  feet  long, 
forty-five  broad,  and  thirty  high  in  the  lo)veft 
part,  which  fome  J^ver  co  have  been  formed  by 
nature,  others  by  art.  A  Roman  infcription 
over  the  arch,  extremely  defaced,  has  given  fuf-  ■ 
ficient  employment  to  the  ingenuity  of  antiqua- 
ries^. 
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tics.  Having  fecn  fcveral  fac-Omiles,  greatly 
differing  from  each  other,  I  copied  it  as  exadlv 
as  the  height  would  permit, 

AVMINI    AVGS 

CTA    PER    I 
OV  VM    PATER. 

IVI    COL.    HELV. 

Of  this  infcription  many  folutions  have  been 
attempted  ;  but  the  mod  probable  are  the  two 
following : 

Numini  Auguftorum  vidfafla  per  Titum  durmium 
Paternum  n  virum  Colon  HfA;^/.— Others  read, 
per  montetn  durvum  Patemus. 

Both  thefe  folutions  imply,  that  a  road  was 
formed  through  the  mountain  by  Paternus,  a  du- 
umvir, during  the  reigns  of  Marcos  Aurelius  and 
Verus.  From  the  latter  explanation,  per  montem 
durvum^  fome  antiquarians  have  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  he  cut  through  the  rock  ;  and  con- 
sequently, that  the  arch  is  the  work  of  art,  not  of 
nature  :  while  others  maintain,  that  it  by  no 
means  follows,  even  from  this  reading,  that  the 
rock  was  pierced  by  order  of  Paternus  ;  but 
merely  that  the  road  was  carried  through  the 
rock*.  Not  t©  detain  you,  however,  with  fan- 
ciful conjectures,  I  ihall\only  add,  that  on  ex<^ 

•  The  readtr,  who  wiihes  to  examine  this  fubjedt  with  at- 
tention, is  Teferred  to  Schae^ia's  Jljatia  I/luflrata,  and  to  a 
^KTertation  on  the  fubjeft  publiihed  by  Quzcorf. 

^unining 
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amimng  the  inTcription  with  attention,  the  wordf 
which  antiquarians  have  fuppUed,  to  fupport  their 
particular  fyftems,  are  extremely  doubtful ;  and 
chat  to  me,  who  obfcrved  the  arch  without  par- 
tiality 6r  prejudice  in  favour  of  any  hypothelis, 
it  appeared  to  have  been  originally  a  great  ca- 
vern, either  totally  formed  by  nature,  or  if  af- 
fifted  by  art,  that  only  a  fmall  part  of  its  fouthem 
extremity  was  opened  by  the  labour  of  men* 

The  fouthem  extremity  of  Pierre  Pertuis  leads 
ifllto  the  valley  of  St«  Imier,  fometimes  called 
Enguel,  which  comprifes  the  biOiop's  dominions 
lying  in  Switzerland.  The  inhabitants  are  Pro- 
tcftants,  and  are  governed  by  a  bailif  appointed  by 
the  bifliop.  He  refides  at  Courtelari;  but  his  au- 
thority is  exceedingly  limited  by  the  various  pri- 
vileges, both  civil  and  religious,  poflefled  by  the 
natives.  Their  religious  immunities,  confirmed 
by  the  bifhop,  are  guarantied  by  the  four  Re- 
formed cantons.  The  whole  diftri£t  lies  within 
the  Jura  mountains;  and  is  fertile  in  pafture. 
The  inhabitants  are  induftrious. 

On  arriving  on  the  extremity  of  mount  Jura, 
where  it  overlooks  a  wide  extenfive  country,  a 
gloriouS'  profpeS  burfts  upon  the  view,  com- 
manding the  undulating  country  fertilifed  by  the 
Aar,  backed  by  the  majcftic  chain  of  Alps  ex- 
tending beyond  the  frontiers  of  Savoy.  De- 
fending gently  into  the  plain  with  this  glorious 
profped  before  us,  and  which  wa&  heightened  by 
the  luminous  fplendor  of  the  mid-day  fun,  wc 
croiTed  the  Sure,  and  (iniflied  our  delightful  ex- 
pedition at  Bienne. 

From  Pierre  Pertuis  to  Bienne,  a  fuperb  caufe- 
way  is  carried  along  a  continual  defcent  for  about 


bailey  rf  St.  ImUr.  173 

fix  miles ;  it  winds  through  thick  forefts,  and 
overhangs  the  deep  abyfs,  in  which  the  Sure,  z 
turbid  and  impetuous  torrent,  precipitates  its 
courfe,  always  roaring,  and  frequently  unfeen, 
in  its  rocky  channel 
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The  Town    of  Bienne. 


HE  fmall  territory  of  Bicnne,  containing 
fcarcely  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  Ues  between 
the  lake  and  a  chain  of  the  Jura  mountains  :  it 
is  furrounded  by  the  cantons  of  Berne  and  So« 
leure,  the  bilhopric  of  Bafle,  and  the  principality 
of  Neuchatel.  The  town  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
the  Jura,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  lake ; 
which  is  here  about  nine  miles  in  length,  and 
four  in  breadth :  the  borders  arc  pleafmg  and 
pidurefque  ;  and  the  town  of  Nidau  forms  a  very 
beautiful  object  upon  its  eaftern  fide. 

The  bilhop  of  Bafle  is  the  fovereign  of  this 
little  ftate :  his  power,  formerly  confiderable,  is 
at  prefent  exceedingly  limited.  Indeed  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Bicnne  is  of  fo  very  peculiar  a  nature, 
that  I  know  not  well  by  what  name  it  can  be 
diftinguifhed  :  ix  cannot  properly  be  called  either 
a  limited  monarchy,  or  an  independent  republic ; 
it  feems  rather  to  be  a  mixed  government,  par- 
taking fomewhat  of  both. 

The 
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Thcbifliop  of  Bafle  receives,  Upprt  his  pro- 
motion to  the  biihopric,  the  homage  of  the  citi- 
zens and  militia  of  this  town,  with  all  the  appa- 
rent ceremonials  of  the  mod  abfolute  fubmiflion; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  he  confirms,  in  the  (Irong- 
elt  manner,  all  their  privileges  and  franchifcs*. 
He  is  reprefented  by  a  mayor  of  his  own  appoint- 
ing, whofe  power  and  office  confid  in  convoking, 
and  prefiding  in,  the  Little  Council,  as  the  chief 
court  of  jufticc;    in  coUedling    the    fuffrages; 
and  declaring  the  fentence ;    but  without  giv- 
ing any  vote  himfelf.     And,  although  juftice  i$ 
carried  on,  and  executed,  in  the  name  of  the 
bifliop,  yet  neither  that  prince  nor  the  mayor, 
has  the  prerogative  of  pardoning  criminals,  or  of 
miugating  the  fentence.  -  All  caufes,  civil  as  well 
as  criminal,  are  brought  before  this  council  ia 
the  firll  inftance ;  and  in  more  important  pro* 
ceedings,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil: in  both  cafes,  each  party  choofes  a  member 
of  the  council   to  ad  as  his  advocate;  which 
office  he  is  obliged  to  difcharge  without  fee  or  re-* 
compence« 

The  fovereign's  revenue  amounts  only  to  about 
jC*  300  a  year  :  but,  mean  as  his  civil  lift  is,  it  is 
,  ilill  more  confiderable  than  his  power ;  for  he 
does  not  poflefs  the  leaft  (hare  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion.  The  Icgiflative  authority,  refides  in  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils  combined :  the;  former 
confifts  of  fotty  members;  and  the  latter,  in 
which  the  executive  power  is  vefted,  is  compofed 
of  twenty-four ;  the  members  of  each  muil  be 
married  men.  Both  thefe  councils  eled  their  re* 
fpedive  members ;  and  fo  far  the  conftitmion  i^  ' 
entirely  ariftpcraticaL    The  burgomaftcr  is  chief 

of 
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of  the  regency  ;  is  chofen  by  the  two  councils  } 
and  prefides  at  their  meetings.  He  continues 
in  office  during  life;  in  which,  however,  he,  as 
well  as  the  feveral  magiftrates,  muft  be  confirmed 
annually  by  the  two  councils.  The  faiaries  an- 
nexed to  thefe  pods  arc  exceedingly  moderate : 
and,  indeed,  the  general  expences  of  govern- 
ment are  fo  very  fmall,  that,  in  proportion  to 
diem,  its  revenues  may  well  be  considered  as 
abundantly  ample. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  this  Protedant  re- 
public, notwithftanding  the  fovcreignty  of  its  Ca- 
tholic bilhop,   enjoys  in  the  fulled  extent  the 
power  of  impoHng  taxes,  contracting  alliances, 
declaring  war  and  peace  ;  and  in  (hort,  of  exer- 
cifing  every  other  zSt  of  abfolute  and  independent 
iegiflation.    This  fmgular  conditution    is   gua- 
rantied by  Berne,  Friburgh,  and  Soleure,  with   • 
whom  the  town  is  elofely  allied  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  it  becomes  a  member  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy.      And,  what  is  fomewhat  remark- 
able, this  alliance  between  thofe  cantons  and  the 
town  of  Bienne,  is  of  a  fuperior  nature  to  that  of 
the  fame  cantons  with  the  bifliop  of  Bafle  :    for 
the  town  enjoys  the  right  of  fending  deputies  to 
every  general  diet,  ordinary  and  extraordinary  ; 
whereas  the  bifliop. does  not  poflefs  the  fame  pri-    . 
vilcge. 

The,,  language  of  the  country  is  a  kind  of 
provincial  German  ;  but,  as  the  territory  borders 
upon  the  principality  of  Nei^phatel,  the  inhabi* 
tants  fpeak  alfo  a  kind  of  corrupted  French. 
They  are  a  very  aftive  and  incjuftrious  people : 
feveral  manufaftures  are  eftabliflied  in  the  town, 
which,  conlidering  its  lize,  carrier  on  atolerable 
trader 

I  have 
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I  h^vc  often  had  occafion  to  obfcrve,  that  the 
common  people  of  Switzerland  are  far  more  in- 
telligent than  the  fame  rank  of  men  in  any  other 
country.  Accordingly,  I  invited  laft  night  my 
landlord  of  the  Crown  inn  to  (up  with  me  ;  and 
found  him  by  no  means  difpofed  to  be  a  filent 
gueft.  He  gave  me  a  long  account  of  the  late 
ceremony,  when  the  citizens  did  homage  to  their 
new  biOiop.  I  was  pleafed  to  hear  him(  expatiate^ 
with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  national  pride^  upon 
the  beauty  and  g)*andeur  of  the  fcene  ^  the  mag-« 
nificence  of  the  proceffion  ;  the  number  of  fpec- 
tators,  as  well  ftrangcrs  as  natives,  who  were  af* 
fembied  ;  together  with  the  entertainments  and 
balls  that  were  given  upon  that  occaHon.  By  ' 
the  lofty  terms  in  which  he  fpoke  of  this  pro- 
ceffion, you  would  have  imagined,  at  lead,  that 
he  had  been  defcribing  the  coronation  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany,  or  the  king  of  France  :  and^ 
in  truth,  to  an  inhabitant  of  Bienne,  whofe  go- 
vernment is  adminiftered  without  the  leaft  degree 
of  external  pomp,  .and  where  luxury  ha$  as  yet 
made  but  little  progrefs,  the  ceremony  muft  have 
appeared  a  very  ftriking  fpeftacle.  My  hoft's 
narrative  recalled  to  my  remembrance  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  ancient  feudal  fovereignties,  when 
the  great  vafTals  of  the  crown  did  homage  to  their 
licgc  lord ;  and,  while  in  terms  they  promifed  him 
unlimited  obedience,  maintained,  \vk*fa6l^  every 
cffential  of  their  independence. 

I  have  juft  been  amufmg  myfclf  in  fome  plea- 
fant  walks,  that  tie  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  which 
is  here  prettily  flurted  with  country  houfcs.  In 
my  way  1  pafled  over  a  plain  between  the  town 
and  the  lake,  which  the  Sovereign  Council,  by  a 
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kind  of  agrarian  law  that  docs  honour  to  the  re- 
giftature,  lately  allotted,  in  diftinft  portions^  to 
each  burgher,  for  his  own  particular  ufe :  it  is^ 
entirely  laid  out  in  little  kitchen-gardens.  The 
general  government,  indeed,  of  this  miniature 
itate,  is  welladminifteredr  It  has  lately  adopted 
the  liberal  policy  of  conferring  the  burgherlhip 
at  an  eafy  rate :  a  wife  regulation,  which  cannot 
fail  of  increaling  the  population  of  the  town,  and 
extending  its  commerce. 

I  know  your  fentimcnts  much  too  well,  my 
dear  fir,  to  apologize  for  calling  your  attcntioit 
in  the  prefent  inftancc,  as  in  fome  others,  to  thefc 
diminutive  commonwealths.  The  various  mo- 
difications of  government)  into  which  civil  fociety 
is  divided,  is  a  fpeculation  that  will  always  af- 
ford matter  both  of  entertainment  and  rcflcftion, 
to  a  philofophic  mih(} :  and  I  am  perfiiaded,  that 
you  confidcr  the  meaneft  fpot  of  this  globe 
confecrated  *by  liberty,  to  be  an  objcft  wcMthy,. 
not  only  of  your  curiofity,  but  your  veneration. 

I  am,  &C. 
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The  Town  and  Cantm  of  Soleure— Detail  ofihi 
Government  ^^ //Tttient  and  New  Burgher i'^ 
Ajfembly  rf  the  Rcfengarten* 


H  £  direft  road  from  Bafle  to  Sdeure  lies 
dirough  the  midft  of  the  Jura  mountains,  along 
the  romantic  vale  of  Balftal,  remarkable  for  its 
richneiii  and  fertility :  and  though  the  country  is 
in' general  exceedingly  rocky,  yet  in  many  places 
it  is  highly  cultivated. 

The  road  from  Bienne  to  Soleure  traverfes  a 
veil-cultivated  valley,  watered  by  the  Aar,  at  the 
foot  of  a  piked  ridge,  which  forms  a  branch  of 
mount  Jura ;  its  (ides,  from  the  bottom  to  the 
fummit,  are  fo  embrowned  with  overhanging 
forefts  of  pine  and  fir,  as  to  exhibit  only  occa- 
fional  intervals  of  naked  rock,  remains  of  tor- 
rents, and  a  few  folitary  fpecks  of  pafture,  and 
are  fo  fteep  as,  within  the  extent  of  five  leagues, 
fcarcely  to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  a  fingle 
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h&ufe,  or  a  trace  of  the  flighteft  foot-way^ 
Near  Soleure  this  chain  of  the  Jura,  called 
Weiffenftein^  abruptly  diminiflics  in  beighty: 
beromcs  gradually  floping,  and  is  checkered 
to  its  very  fummit  with  fields  of  corn  and 
pafture. 

Soleure  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  the  Aar,. 
^hich  here  expands  its  banks  and  opens  into  ^ 
fine  and  broad  river.  I  will  not  exert  the  privi- 
lege of  a  traveller,  ahd  tell  you,  what  fome  ex- 
travagant antiquarians  do  not  fcruple  to  afTert, 
that  Soleure  was  built  by  the  patriarch  Abraham  ; 
but  you*  will  have  no  difficulty,  perhaps,  in  bei- 
.  lieving  what  others  maintain,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  twelve  towns  which  were  deftroyed  upon  the 
emigration  of  the  original  inlfabitants  into  GauU 
But  at  what  time,  and  upon  what  occafion 
its  deftru£{ion  happened  ;  it  appears  probable, 
from  a  great  number  of  infcriptions,  medals,  and 
other  antiquities,  which  have  been  found  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  it  was  re-peopled  by  a  Ro- 
man colony  ;  and  it  certainly  was  a  Roman  for- 
tification, as  its  antient  appellation.  Cajirum  Salo^ 
durenfey  necefTarily  implies. 

Little  more  of  its  hiftory  is  known >  during  that 
period  of  ignorance  a*id  barbarifm  which  fuccced- 
cd  the  downfal  of  the  Reman  empire,  than  that 
it  was  facked  and  dcflroyed  by  thofe  northern  na- 
tions, who  ovcr-ran  the  greatefk  part  of  Europe. 
From  the  time  of  its  re-eftablifhment,  until  its 
admiffion  into-  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  in 
1 48 1,  its  (late  was  fimilar  to  that  of  many  other 
imperial  town»,  which  acquired  a  gradual  ac- 
eeffion  of  territory,  and  after  various  ftruggles 
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£i)ally  fecured  to  themfelves  an  abfolute  inde- 
|>endence. 

Solcure  is  a  fmall  but  extremely  neat  town, 
and  is  furrounded  by  regular  (lone  fortifications, 
ercSed  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  j 
thefc  walls  inclofe  a  urcumference  of  fcarcely 
more  than  fifty    fquare    acres,    and,   including 
rthc  fuburbs,  contain  about  four  thoufand  fouls. 
Among  the  mod  remarkable  objefts  df  curiofity 
in  the  town  is  the  new  church  of  St,  Urs,  which 
was  begun  in  1762,  and  finilhed  in  1772.     It  is 
a  noble  edifice,  of  whitifh-grey  ftone,  drawn  from 
the  neighbouring  quarries,  which  admits  a  po-  , 
•lilh,  and  is  a  fpccies  of  rude  marble.     The  lower  . 
fart  of  the  building  is  of  the  Corinthian,  the  up- 
per of  the  Compofite  order  :  the  facade,  which 
confifts  of  a  portico,  furmounted  by  an  elegant 
tower,  prefents  itfelf  finely  at  the  extremity  of  the 
principal  ftrect.    Pizoni  was  the  architect,  and 
xhe  expence  amounted  to  at  leaft  ^^.80,000  }    k 
•confiderable  fum  for  fo  fmall  a  republic,  whofe 
revenues  fcarcely  furpafs  X-^.^ooo  P^^  annunu 
The  interior  is  fimple  yet  elegant,  and  decorated 
with  a  few  modern  paintings  of  inconfiderable 
merit ;    of  which  the  moft  efteemed  is  the  lafl 
fupper,  by  Corvi^  a  Roman  artift.     J^  pifture  by 
Rubens  and  his  fcholars,  in  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  one  by  Lc  Sueur,  in  that  of  th(*/ 
Capuchins,  deferve  perha^ps  to  be  noticed  by  the 
.traveller,  who  is  fond  of  the  fine  arts.     The  towi\- 
houfe  is  not  in  itfelf  worthy  of  obfervation,  but 
i^  mentioned  only  as  being  the  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Great  Council  and  Senate. 

The  public  prifon,  newly  conftrufted,  is  a  folid 
edifice  of  flone^  and  is .  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
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pofc  of  the  building  ;  the  prifoncrs  being  con- 
fined in  feparate  cells.  Although  the  penal  laws 
are  feverc  in  theory,  yet  the  judicial  fentences,  in 
criminal  affairs,  are  fo  remarkably  mild,  that  a 
prifoncr,  on  his  acquittal,  wrote  the  following  in- 
fcription  on  the  wall  of  his  cell :  "  He  who  is 
*'  inclined  to  rob,  and  efcape  hanging,  let  him 
^*  rob  in  the  canton  of  Soleure.** 

The  public  library  defcrves  to  be  mentipned, 
not  for  the  number  or  rarity  of  the  volumes,  but 
for  the  literary  zeal  of  the  Abbe  Herman,  canon 
of  the  cathedral,  to  whom  it  owes  its  origin.  On 
my  firft  vifit  to  this  town,  in  1776,  there  was  no 
public  colledion  of  books  ;  but  a  few  years  ago 
that  ingenious  ecclefiaftic  amaifed  about  four  hun- 
dred volumes  from  his  own  and  his  friends  (lock, 
obtained  from  government  an  apartment  in  the 
town-houfe,  where  he  depofitcd  them,  and  re- 
quefted  to  be  appointed  librarian,  but  without  a 
lalary.  His  petition  being  granted,  he  continued 
to  augment  his  little  colleflion  ;  and  from  this 
fmall  beginning  has  incrcafed  it  already  to  eleven 
thoufand  bookis,  ^mong  which  are  above  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
•At  the  two  extremities  of  the  room  are  infcribcd 
the  names  of  the  benefadors  to  this  library.  As 
yet  there  is  no  fund  eilablifhed  for  the  fupport  or 
augmentation  of  this  colleQion. 

The  Abbe  has  alfo  begun  to  form  a  cabinet 
of  medals ;  which,  though  at  prcfent  extremely 
fmall,  will  increafe  like  the  library.  He  pointed 
out  to  me  a  very  rare  medal,  that  was  difcovcrcd 
in  digging  the  foundation  for  the  new  cathedral. 
It  is  in  bronze,  of  the  middle  fizcp  On  one  fide  is- 
the  bead  of  Septimius  Seyerus,  with  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  Inifcription^  L.  Septimiut  Secerns  Pius  Aug. 
P.  M.  7r.  jP.  tfvHL  Cof.  Hi.  P.  P.  On  the  rc- 
verfe,  a  figure  fitting,  before  it  a  prow  of  a  Ihip^ 
and  a  genius  or  little  boy.  Great  merit  is  due 
to  the  Abb^  for  having  given  birth  to  this  tol^ 
ledion,  at  firfl:  alone  and  unfupporced»  and  in  fo 
4ifmterefted  a  manner,  as  his  income  does  not 
exceed  £.  60  fet  annum ;  and  in  a  town  where  li- 
terature is  not  much  encouraged.  This  learned 
ecclcfiadic  is  now  employed  in  writing  an  account 
of  Soleure  at  tlie  period  of  the  Reformation ;  and 
is  coReSing  ample  materials  for  a  complete  hif«- 
tory  of  the  canton. 

With  refpeft  to  natural  hiftory » the  only  cabinet 
in  the  town  is  that  formed  by  Senator  Walllert 
it  is  a  fmall  colledion,  but  well  chofen,  and  parti- 
cularly imerefting  to  the  naturalid  who  travels 
into  tbefe  parts^  becaufe  the  ingenious  collector 
has  chiefiy  confined  himfelf  to  the  minerals  and 
pctri&ftions  of  tbe  canton. 

The  circumjacent  country  is  exceedingly  pleaC- 
ing  and  diverfified,  and  exhibits  feveral  points 
of  view,  which  are  as  agreeable  as  wild^  and  as 
pleafing  as  romantic  <  Among  thefe  wc  were 
particularly  (truck  with  the  fituation  of  the  her- 
mitage callbd  des  Croix,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  town,  near  the  (tone  quarry :  it  is  a  moft 
agreeeable  recefs  at  the  extremity  of  a  fmall  wood, 
and  between  two  ridges  of  bare  perpendicular 
rocks,  watered  by  a  lively  (tream ;  one  extremity 
is  clofed  by  a  fmall  wood,  and  the  other  opens 
into  fertile  grounds  backed  by  the  dark  Jura. 
Among  the  villas,  in  the  environs,  remarkable 
for  their  pofition,  may  be  mentioned  Ricaberg, 

built 


ijo  L    E    T   T    £    R        15 

the  Honfe  of  Auftria,  proTcd^  from  the  mofl:  on^ 
queftionabic  authorities    of  *  antiem    diploiiies, 
the  identity  of  this  divided  perfonage  ;  and  that 
the  miftake  arofe  from  her  being  uniformly  ftyled 
Gertrude  before  her  coronation,  and  Anne  soter 
the  performance  of  that  ceremony.    She  bore  to 
her  huiband  fourteen  children ;  and  though  the 
mother  of.fo  large  a  family,  vet  fuch  was  her 
extreme  feRfibiiity,  that  the  grief  which  (he  fuf* 
fered  at  the  departure  of  her  daughter  Clemen- 
tina to  Naples,  on  her  marriage  with  Charles 
Martel,  hurried  the  afflided  parent  to  her  grave. 
In  the  fame  church  are  depofited,    under  a 
marble  tomb,  the  venerable  remains  of  the  great 
Erafmus.     That  diftinguilhed  writer  joined  to 
fuperior  learning,  and  a  peculiar  elegance  of 
ftylc,  the  kecneft  wit,   which  he  pointed^    not 
only  againft  the  vices  and  igBorance  of  the  monks, 
but  the  general  corruptions  and  diforders  of  the 
Roman  cbutth.     He  was  indeed  the  forerunner 
of  Luther,  in  his  firft  attacks  upon  the  catholics^ 
refpeding  the  fale  of    indulgences :   bat  after- 
wards,  when  the  controvcrfy  appeared  morei  fe- 
riojus,  and  an  open  breach  with  the  church  of 
l^ome  feemed  inevitable ;    he  condemned  the 
proceedings  of  that  bold  reformer*      He  conft- 
dered  them,  indeed,  as   altogether   unwarrant- 
able ;  and  although  he  had  himfelf  cenfuredand 
cxpofed  the  corruptions  that  infefted  the  catho- 
lic religion ;  yet  he  zealoufly  inculcated  fubinif- 
five  obedience  to  the  decrees  of  what  he  called 
the  "  univerfal  church.'*  Agreeably  to  thefc  fen* 
timents,  he  advifed  the  protcftatfts  to  endeavour 
at  obtaining,  by  mild  2nd  patient  meafurcs,  what 
they  might  indifqrectly  lofc  by  a  warmer  and  more 
violent  dppofuicm*  .    - 

Suet 


SoUurg.  185 

Buckeg^rg  £.  166  Beckburgh   £.  750 

KricgfettcA    -     146  Goefgen        -    500 

LaebercD,  or  Olten      -       -    333 

Grenche    -       83  Dorneck        -     834 

Tlamentbal    .      6  a  Ticrftcin        -    417 

Falkenftei^    .    546  Gilgenberg.   -    375 

The  inhabitants  of  the  canton  are  Catholics^ 
excepting  tbofe  i|i  the  bailli^ge  of  Buckegberg, 
who  profcfs  the  Reformed  religion.    In  fpiricual 
^airjs,  ihe  Catholics  depend  00  three  bilhops  : 
the  greateft  part  of  the  capital,  the  bailliages  of « 
Laeberen  and  Flamenthal^  are  in  the  diocefe  of 
^e  biihop  of  Laufann^,  refidenc  at  Friburgh ;  the 
remainder  of  the  capital^  the  bailliage  of  Krieg« 
ftetten,  and  the  villages  in  the  bailliage  of  Olten, 
in  that  of  the  biihop  of  Conftance  ;    while  the 
other  bailliages,  and  the  town  of  Olten,  depend 
on  the  biO)op  of  Baile.    But  neither  of  thefe  bU 
ihops  can  iflue  any  ordinance,  or  even  vifit  their 
diocefcs,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Senate.. 
There  are  two  chapters  in  this  canton ;  one  at  So- 
Icure,  founded,  in  930,  by  Queen  Bertha,  widow 
of  Rbodolph  IL  King  of  Burgundy,  is  compofed 
of  a  proyoft,  whole  &lary  amounts  to  £.  360  per 
(mnuTu ;  and  of  eleven  canons,  each  of  whom  enjoy 
a  reyenue  pf  jf.i6o.    Ihe  provoll  is  chofen  by 
the  Senate,  and  the  canons  are  appointed  al- 
ternately ]by  the  Pope  and  Senate.     The  other 
chapter,  of  Schoenenwerth,  founded  by  the  an- 
tient  counts  of  Falkenftein,  confifts  of  a  provoft 
and  five  canops,  nominated  by  the  Senate.    The 
annual  falary  of  the  provoft  is  £•\^$^  and  of 
each  canon  ^.  1 00.    There  are  alfo  one  abbey  of 
^enediftines,  four  convents,  and  three  nunne- 
ries: 
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difencumber  literature  from  that  fcholaftic  jargoil 
with  which  it  was  diferaced.  Erafmus  refleded 
much  honour  upon  the  town,  by  ehoofing  it  as 
the  favourite  place  of  his  refidence,  and  pubUfli- 
ing  from  hence  the  greateft  part  dP  his  valuable 
works.  In  the  public  library  are  preferved,  with 
great  veneration,  feveral  ot  his  letters,  and  his 
laft  teftament»  written  with  his  own  hand ;  as 
alfo  his  hanger  and  feal. 

llie  univeriity  of  Balle  was  formerly  eminent 
in  the  literary  hiftory  of  Europe.  Who,  in  the 
leaft  converfant  in  letter^,  is  unacquainted  with 
the  celebrated  names  of  Oecolampadius,  Amer- 
bach,  the  'three  Bauhins,  Grynaeus,  Buxtorf, 
Wetftein,  Ifelin,  the  Bemoullis,  and  Euler.  If  it 
has  fallen  from  its  priftine  ftate  of  renown,  its 
decline  muft  be  principally  imputed  to  the  cafual 
method  of  eleAing  the  profeflbrs  i  but  it  ftill 
boafts  feveral  members  who  do  honour  to 
their  native  town  by  their  learning  and  abi- 
lities. 

The  public  library  contains  a  fmall  colledioft 
of  books,  chiefly  remarkable  for  feveral  rare  and 
valuable  edition^  ;  particularly  of  thofe  printed  in 
the  fifteenth  century.  The  moft  curious  manu* 
fcripts  are  numerous  letters  of  the  firft  reformers, 
and  of  other  learned  men  in  the  fifteenth,  fix- 
tecntb,  and  feventeenth  centuries  ;  and  an  ac« 
count  of  the  proceedings  at  the  council  of  Bafle. 
The  minutes  of  that  council  were  taken  by  John 
of  Segovia ;  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame 
which  are  preferved  either  in  the  library,  or  in 
the  archives  of  the  town ;  the  former  is  written 
on  paper,  the  latter  on  parchment.  A  queftion 
has  arifen  which  of  thefe  two  is  the  original.  Some 
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judges,  liavc  proved,  that  this  performance  was 
painted  before  Holbdn  was  born,  and  that  he 
was  not  employed  even  in  retouching  it.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that,  from  this  antient  paint- 
ing, he  took  the  firft 'faint  towards  compofing 
his  famous  drawings  on  the  dance  of  death. 
In  treating  thi^  fubjed,  be  has  difplayed  fuch 
w<Miderfiil  richnefs  of  imagination,  and  difcover- 
ed  fo  much  judgment  in  the  difpofition,  and  fo 
much  fpirit  in  the  execution  of  the  figures,  that 
Rubens  ftudied  them  with  particular  attention, 
and  took  drawings  from  them. 

The  originals  of  Holbein's  dance  of  death  were 
porchafed  by  Mn  Fleichman  of  Strafbourg,  at 
the  fale  (^  the  £imouft  colledion  of  Crozat,  at 
Fkris ;  of  which  Mariette  has  pubiifhed  a  cata- 
logue. They  are  now  in  the  poffefBon  of  prince 
Gallitzin,  miniflcr  from  the  emprefs  of  RufTia  to 
the  court  of  Vienna.  They  confift  of  forty  four 
fmali  drawings ;  the  outlines  are  iketched  a\  ith  a 
pen,  and  they  are  fKghtly  (haded  with  Indian  ink* 
I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  them,  dur- 
ing  my  continuance  at  Vienna;  and  particularly 
admired  the  variety  of  attitudes  and  charafters  in 
which  death  is  rci^^efented. 

Prints  have  been  taken  from  fome  of  thefe 
drawings  by  Hollar,  which  are  very  fcarce.  Mr. 
de  Mechel,  a  celebrated  artift  of  this  place,  has 
already  engraved  them  after  th;e  original  defigns  j 
a  work  which  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  the  admirers  of  the  fine  arts.  He 
has  added  four  engravmgs,  which  are  not  in  the 
prince's  coUedion,  and  which  are  taken  from 
the  prints  of  Hollar.  Mr.  de  Mechel  ingeni- 
cuily   conjectures,   from  the  drefles  and  cha- 

ra&ers 
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wbkh,  joinod^to  the  correfponding  iituation  of 
the  angles,'?^ tttis  to  prove,  that  they  were  former*  I 

ly  united,  and  have  been  either  rent  afunder  by  I 

Ibme  fudden  convulfion,  or  feparated  by  the  gra*  | 

dual  attrition  of  the  waters.  j 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Chaluet  we  entered  I 

another  plain,   well  cultivated,    and  agreeably  : 

fpotted  with  villages ;  and  arrived  towards  the  | 

clcrfe  of  the  evening  at  Molleray,  where  we  paf-  i 

fed  the  night.    The  people  in  thefe  parts  .a{^)ear  | 

happy  and  contented,  and  are  extremely  induftri- 
otts.  The  greateft  part  are  employed  in  agrip 
culture ;  a  rew«  encouraged  by  their  neighbours 
of  Locle  and  Chaux  de  Fond,  have  lately  intro« 
dttced  feveral  trades  into  thefe  mountains  ;  and 
Belleval,  a  fmall  neighbouring  village,  already 
contains  five  watchmakers. 

From  Molleray  we  continued  along  a  fertile 
plain  by  the  fide  of  the  Birs  ;  through  feveral 
pteafant  and  well-looking  villages,  of  which  Ta<* 
vannes,  in  German  Dachfeldy  is  the  largeft.  In 
about  two  miles  we  arrived  at  the  extremity  of  the 
plain,  which  is  clofed  by  a  rock,  through  which 
opens  the  celebrated  pafs  called  Pierre  Pcrttds. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  rock,  the  Birs  burfts  from. 
the  ground  in  feveral  copious  fprings,  and  turns 
two  mills  within  a  few  paces  of  its  principa^l 
fource. 

Pierre  Pertms  is  a  large  arched  aperture 
through  a  folid  rock,  abouli^  thirty  feet  long, 
forty-five  broad,  and  thirty  high  in  the  lo)ve{l 
part,  which  fome  aver  to  have  been  formed  by 
nature,  others  by  art.  A  Roman  infcription 
over  the  arch,  extremely  defaced,  has  given  fuf-  - 
ficient  employment  to  the  ingenuity  of  antiqua* 

ries. 
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rics.  Havin]|r  feen  feveral  fac-Gmiles,  greatly 
differing  from  each  other,  I  copied  it  as  cxiStly 
as  the  height  would  permit, 

AVMINI    AVGS 

CTA  PER  I 
OV    VM  PATER. 
IVI  COL.  HELV. 

Of  this  infcription  many  folutions  have  heea 
attempted  ;  but  the  mod  probable  are  the  two 
following : 

Numini  Aiigu/lorum  viafadafer  Tiiumdutmium 
Paternum  n  virum  Colon  ife/i;^/.— Others  read, 
per  montem  durvum  Paternus. 

Both  thefe  folutions  imply,  that  a  road  was 
formed  through  the  mountain  by  Paternus,  a  du- 
umvir, during  the  reigns  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and 
Verus.  From  the  latter  explanation,  fer  montem 
durvum,  fome  antiquarians  have  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  he  cut  through  the  rock  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  that  the  arch  is  the  work  of  art,  not  of 
nature  :  while  others  maintain,  that  it  by  no 
means  follows,  even  from  this  reading,  that  the 
rock  was  pierced  by  order  of  Paternus  ;  but 
merely  that  the  road  was  carried  through  the 
rock*.  Not  te  detain  you,  however,  with  fan- 
ciful conjectures,  I  ihaU\only  add,  that  on  ex* 

«  The  reader,  who  wiflies  to  examine  this  fubjedt  with  at- 
tention.  is  referred  to  Scbae^iii's  Aljatia  liiufirata,  and  to  a 
^iflerution  on  the  fubje^  publiihed  by  Qaxtorf. 

amining 
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aroinlng  tbe  inTcription  with  attention,  the  wordf 
which  antiquarians  have  fupplied,  to  fupport  their 
particular  fyilems,  are  extremely  doubtful ;  and 
that  to  me,  who  obfcrved  the  arch  without  par- 
tiality Or  prejudice  in  favour  of  any  hypothefisy 
it  appeared  to  have  been  originally  a  great  ca- 
vern, either  totally  formed  by  nature,  or  if  af- 
iifted  by  art,  that  only  a  fmall  part  of  its  fouthern 
extremity  was  opened  by  the  labour  of  men. 

The  fouthern  extremity  of  Pierre  Perttus  leads 
iiilto  the  valley  of  St.  Imier,  fometimes  called 
Enguel,  which  comprifes  the  bifliop's  dominions 
lying  in  Switzerland*  The  inhabitants  are  Pro- 
teftants,  and  are  governed  by  a  bailif  appointed  by 
the  bilhop.  He  refides  at  Courtetari;  but  his  au- 
thority is  exceedingly  limited  by  the  various  pri* 
vileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  poflefled  by  the 
natives.  Their  religious  immunities,  confirmed 
by  the  bifhop,  are  guarantied  by  the  four  Re- 
formed cantons.  The  whole  diftrid:  lies  within  - 
the  Jura  mountains;  and  is  fertile  in  pallure. 
The  inhabitants  are  induftrious. 

On  arriving  on  the  extremity  of  mount  Jura, 
where  it  overlooks  a  wide  extenfive  country,  a 
gloriouS'  profpeft  burfts  upon  the  view,  com» 
manding  the  undulating  country  fertilifed  by  the 
Aar,  backed  by  the  majeftic  chain  of  Alps  ex^ 
tending  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Savoy.  De- 
fending gently  into  the  plain  with  this  glorious 
profped  before  us,  and  which  wa&  heightened  by 
the  luminous  fplendor  of  the  mid-day  fun,  we 
croiTed  the  Sure,  and  finilhed  our  delightful  ex- 
pedition at  Bienne. 

From  Pierre  Pcrtuis  to  Bienne,  a  fuperb  caufe- 
way  is  carried  along  a  continual  defcent  for  about 
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fix  miles  ;  it  winds  through  thick  forefts,  and 
overhangs  the  deep  abyis,  in  which  the  Sure,  a 
turbid  and  impetuous  torrent,  precipitates  its 
courfe,  always  roaring,  and  frequently  unfeen, 
in  its  rocky  channel 
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The  Town    of  Bienne. 


H  E  fmall  territory  of  Blenne,  containing 
fcarcely  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  lies  between 
the  lake  and  a  chain  of  the  Jura  mountains  :  it 
is  furrounded  by  the  cantons  of  Berne  and  So- 
leurc,  the  bifhopric  of  Bafle,  and  the  principality 
of  Neuchatel.  The  town  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
the  Jura,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  lake ; 
which  is  here  about  nine  miles  in  length,  and 
four  in  breadth :  the  borders  are  pleafmg  and 
pi£turefque  ;  and  the  town  of  Nidau  forms  a  very 
beautiful  objed  upon  its  eaftern  fide. 

The  biihop  of  Bafle  is  the  fovereign  of  this 
little  (late :  his  power,  formerly  confiderable,  is 
at  prefent  exceedingly  limited.  Indeed  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Bienne  is  of  fo  very  peculiar  a  nature, 
that  I  know  not  well  by  what  name  it  can  be 
diftinguiflied  :  it  cannot  properly  be  called  either 
a  limited  monarchy,  or  an  independent  republic ; 
it  feems  rather  to  be  a  mixed  government,  par- 
taking  fomewhat  of  both. 

The 
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The  bifhop  of  Bade  receives,  lippii  his  pro* 
motion  to  the  bifhopric,  the  homage  of  the  citi« 
zens  and  militia  of  this  town,  with  all  the  appa- 
rent ceremonials  of  the  mod  abfolute  fubmiflion ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  he  confirms,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  all  their  privileges  and  franchifcs. 
He  is  reprefented  by  a  mayor  of  his  own  appoint* 
ing,  whofe  power  and  office  confifl:  in  convoking^ 
and  prefiding  in,  the  Little  Council,  as  the  chief 
court  of  juftice;    in  colleding    the    fufirages; 
and  declaring  the  fentence }    but  without  gvf* 
ing  any  vote  himfelf.     And,  although  juftice  is 
carried  on,  and  executed,  in  the  name  of  the 
bi(hop,  yet  neither  that  prince  nor  the  mayor^ 
has  the  prerogative  of  pardoning  criminals,  or  of 
mitigatmg  the  fentence*  -  All  caufes,  civil  as  well 
as  criminal^  are  brought  before  this  council  ia 
the  firit  inftance ;  and  in  more  important  pro* 
ceedings,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil: in  both  cafes,  each  party  choofes  a  i;nemb(;r 
of  the  council   to   a&  as  his  advocate;  which 
office  he  is  obliged  to  difcharge  without  fee  or  re«< 
compence* 

The  fovereign's  revenue  amounts  only  to  about 
jC*  300  a  year  :  but,  mean  as  his  civil  lift  is,  it  is 
ftill  more  confiderable  than  his  power ;  for  he 
does  not  pofiefs  the  leaft  fhare'  of  the  adminiftra** 
tion*  The  legiflative  authority,  refides  in  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils  combined :  the.  former 
confifts  of  forty  members;  and  the  latter,  in 
which  the  executive  power  is  vefted,  is  compofed 
of  twenty-four ;  the  members  of  each  mull  be 
married  men.  Both  thefe  councils  ele£t  their  re« 
fpedive  members  ;  and  fo  far  the  conftitution  is 
entirely  ariftpcratical.    The  burgomaftcr  is  chief 

of 
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of  the  regency  ;  is  chofen  by  the  two  councils  ; 
and  prefides  at  their  meetings.  He  continues 
in  office  during  life  j  in  which,  however,  he,  as 
well  as  the  feveral  magiftrates,  mud  be  confirmed 
annually  by  the  two  councils.  The  falaries  an« 
nexed  to  thefe  polls  are  exceedingly  moderate : 
and,  rndeed>  the  general  expence;  of  govern- 
ment are  fo  very  fmall,  that,  in  proportion  to 
them,  its  revenues  may  well  be  confidered  as 
abundantly  ample. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  this  Proteftant  re- 
public, notwithilanding  the  fovereignty  of  its  Ca- 
tholic bilhop,  enjoys  in  the  fulled  extent  the 
power  of  impofing  taxes,  contrading  alliances, 
declaring  war  and  peace  ;  and  in  (hort,  of  exer- 
ctfing  every  other  ad:  of  abfolute  and  independent 
legiflation.  This  fmgular  conflitution  is  gua- 
rantied by  Berne,  Friburgh,  and  Soleure,  with 
whom  the  town  is  elofely  allied ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  it  becomes  a  member  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy.  And,  what  is  fomewhat  remark- 
able, this  alliance  between  thofe  cantons  and  the 
town  of  Bicnne,  is  of  a  fuperior  nature  to  that  of 
the  fame  cantons  with  the  bifliop  of  Bafle :  for 
the  town  enjoys  the  right  of  fending  deputies  to 
every  general  diet,  ordinary  and  extraordinary  ; 
whereas  the  bifliop. does  not  poflcls  the  fame  pri- 
vilege. 

Tlie^  language  of  the  country  is  a  kind  of 
provincial  German  ;  but,  as  the  territory  borders 
upon  the  principality  of  Neu^hatel,  the  inhabi** 
tants  fpeak  alfo  a  kind  of  corrupted  French. 
They  are  a  very  adive  and  induftrious  people : 
feveral  manufafturcs  arc  eftabliflied  in  the  town,  • 
which,  confidering  its  (ize,  carries  on  a'tolerabie 
trade. 

I  have 
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I  hive  often  bad  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the 
common  people  of  Switzerland  are  far  more  in- 
telligent than  the  fame  rank  of  men  in  any  other 
country.     Accordingly,    I  invited  lad  night  my 
landlord  of  the  Crown  inn  to  (up  with  me  }    and 
found  him  by  no  means  difpofed  io  be  a  filent 
gueft.     He  gave  me  a  long  account  of  the  late 
ceremony,  when  the  citizens  did  homage  to  their 
new  bilhop.    I  was  pleafed  to  hear  him  expatiate, 
with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  national  pride^  upon 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  fccne  y  the  mag-« 
nificence  of  the  proceflion  ;  the  number  of  fpec^ 
tators,  as  well  Grangers  as  natives,  who  were  af- 
fembled  \  together  with  the  entertainments  and 
balls  that  were  given  upon  that  occaHon.     By  ' 
the  lofty  terms  in  which  he  fpoke  of  this  pro- 
cefliont  you  would  have  imagined,  at  lead,  that 
he  had  been  defcribing  the  coronation  of  the  em- 
peror of  Germany,  or  the  king  of  France :  and, 
in  truth',  to  an  inhabitant  of  Bienne,  whofe  go- 
vernment is  adminillered  without  the  leaft  degree 
of  external  pomp,  .and  where  luxury  ha$  as  yet 
made  but  little  progrefs,  the  ceremony  muft  have 
appeared  a  very  ftriking  fpcftacle.     My  hoft'a 
narrative  recalled  to  my   remembrance  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  ancient  feudal  fovereignties,  when 
the  great  vaffals  of  the  crown  did  homage  to  their 
liege  lord  ;  and,  while  in  terms  theypromifed  him 
unlimited  obedience,  maintained,  in*/^^,  every 
efiential  of  their  independence. 

I  have  juft  been  amufmg  myfclf  in  fome  plea- 
fane  walks,  that  lie  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  which 
is  here  prettily  flcirted  with  country  houfcs.  In 
my  way  1  paflcd  over  a  plain  between  the  town 
and  the  lake,  which  the  Sovereign  Council,  by  a 
Vox-.  I.  N  kind 
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kind  of  agrarian  law  that  does  honour  to  the  Tr- 
giftature,  lately  allotted,  in  diftind  portions,  ta 
each  burgher,  for  his  own  particular  ufe  :  it  is* 
entirely  laid  out  in  little  kitchen-gardens.     The 

Sencral  government,  indeed,  of  this  miniature 
ate,  is  well  adminiftered.  It  has  lately  adopted 
the  liberal  policy  of  conferring  the  burgherlhip 
at  an  eafy  rate :  a  wife  regulation,  which  cannot 
fail  of  increafing  the  population  of  the  town,  and 
extending  its  commerce. 

I  know  your  fcntiments   much  too  well,  my 
dear  fir,  to  apologize  for  calling  your  attentioo: 
in  the  pre&nt  inftance,  as  in  fome  others,  to  tbefe 
diminutive  oommonwealths.    The  various  mo- 
difications of  government)  into  which  civil  fodety 
is  divided,  is  a  fpeculation  that  will  always  af- 
ford matter  both  of  entertainment  and  refle^on, 
to  a  philofophic  mihJ :  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
you  confider   the  mcaneft  fpot  of   this   globe 
confecrated  *by  liberty,  to  be  an  objcft  wwthy,, 
not  only  of  your  curiofity,  but  your  vcneratk>iu 
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Tbe  Town  and  Canton  of  Soleure— Detail  ofthi 
Government  —  Antient  and  New  Burghers  ^-^ 
Ajffemiiy  rf  tbe  Rafengarten* 
I 


H  £  dired  road  from  Balle  to  Solcure  lies 
through  the  midft  of  the  Jura  mountains,  along 
the  romantic  vale  of  Balftal,  remarkable  for  its 
richneft  and  fertility :  and  though  the  country  is 
in' general  exceedingly  rocky,  yet  in  many  places 
it  is  highly  cultivated. 

The  road  from  Bienne  to  Soleure  traverfes  a 
vell-cultivated  valley,  watered  by  the  Aar,  at  the 
foot  of  a  piked  ridge,  which  forms  a  branch  of 
mount  Jura  \  its  (ides,  from  the  bottom  to  the 
fummit,  are  fo  embrowned  with  overhanging 
forefts  of  pine  and  fir,  as  to  exhibit  only  occa- 
fional  intervals  of  naked  rock,  remains  of  tor- 
rents, and  a  few  folitary  fpecks  of  pafture,  and 
are  fo  deep  as,  within  the  extent  of  five  leagues, 
fcarcely  to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  a  fingle 
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hfiufe,  or  a  trace  of  the  flighteft  foot-way^ 
Near  Soleure  this  chain  of  the  Jura,  called 
Weiffen/teiriy  abruptly  diminiflies  in  height^ 
beromes  gradually  floping,  and  is  checkered 
to  its  very  fummit  with  fields  of  corn  and 
paftore. 

Soleure  is  pleafailtly  fituated  upon  the  Aar,^ 
ilrhich  here  expands  its  banks  and  opens  into  » 
fine  and  broad  river.  I  will  not  exert  the  privi- 
lege of  a  traveller,  and  tell  you,  what  Tome  ex-^ 
travagant  antiquarians  do  not  fcruple  to  afTert, 
that  Soleure  was  built  by  the  patriarch  Abraham  ; 
but  you'  will  have  no  difficulty,  perhaps^  in  beJ- 
.  lieving  what  others  maintain,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  twelve  towns  which  were  deftroyed  upon  the 
emigration  of  the  original  inllabitants  into  GauW 
But  at  what  time,  and  upon  what  occafion 
its  deftrudion  happened ;  it  appears  probable, 
from  a  great  number  of  infcriptions,  medals,  and 
other  antiquities,  which  have  been  found  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  it  was  re-peopled  by  a  Rod- 
man colony  ;  and'  it  certainly  was  a  Roman  for- 
tification, as  its  antient  appellation.  Cajirum  Salo^ 
durenfsj  neceffarily  implies. 

Little  more  of  its  hiftory  is  known,  during  that 
period  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm  which  fuccced- 
ed  the  downfal  of  the  Reman  empire,  than  that 
it  was  facked  and  deftroyed  by  thofe  northern  na- 
tions, who  over-ran  the  greateft  part  of  Europe. 
From  the  time  of  its  re-cftabliftiment,  until  its 
admiffion  into*  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  in 
148 1,  its  ftate  was  fimilar  to  that  of  many  other 
imperial  towns,  which  acquired  a  gradual  ac- 
ceffion  of  territory,  and  after  various  ftruggles 

fiaallj 


£i|iany  fccured  to  tbemfelves  an  abfolute  inde- 
pendence. 

Soleure  is  a  fmall  but  extremely  neat  town, 
and  is  furroundcd  by  regular  (tone  fortifications, 
crcfted  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  ; 
^hefe  walls  inclofe  a  circumference  of  fcarcely 
more  than  fifty    fquare    acres,    and,   including 
»the  fuburbs,  contain  about  four  thoufand  fouls. 
Among  the  moil  remarkable  objefts  df  curidfity 
in  the  town  is  the  new  church  of  St.  Urs,  which 
was  begun  in  1762,  and  iinilhed  in  1772.     It  is 
a  noble  edifice,  of  whitifli-grey  ftone,  drawn  from 
the  neighbouring  quarries,  which  admits  a  po- 
IHh,  and  is  a  fpecies  of  rude  marble.     The  lower  . 
part  of  the  building  is  of  the  Corinthian,  the  up- 
per of  the  Compofite  order  :  the  facade,   which 
confifls  of  a  portico,  furmounted  by  an  elegant 
tower,  prcffents  itfelf  finely  at  the  extremity  of  the 
piincipal  ftreet.    Pizoni  was  the  archited,   and 
the  expencc  amounted  to  at  leaft  ^^.80,000  j    ii 
confiderable  fum  for  fo  fmall  a  republic,  whofe 
revenues  fcarcely  furpafs  ^^  12000  per  annutiu 
The  interior  is  fimple  yet  elegant,  and  decorated 
with  a  few  modern  paintings  of  inconfiderable 
merit ;    of  which  the  moft  efieemed  is  the  lad 
fupper,  by  Corvi,  a  Roman  artift.     A  pifture  by 
Rubens  and  his  fcholars,  in  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  one  by  Le  Sueur,  in  that  of  th^/ 
Capuchins,  deierve  perha^ps  to  be  noticed  by  the 
.traveller,  who  is  fond  of  the  fine  arts.     The  towi\- 
houfe  is  not  in  itfelf  worthy  of  obfervation,  but 
i3  mentioned  only  as  being  the  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Great  Council  and  Senate. 

The  public  prifon,  newly  conftru&ed,  is  a  iblid 
edifice  of  ik}ne^  and  is .  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
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pofc  of  the  building  ;  the  prifoncrs  being  con- 
fined in  feparate  cells.  Although  the  penal  laws 
are  feverc  in  theory,  yet  the  judicial  fentences,  in 
criminal  affairs,  are  fo  remarkably  mild,  that  a 
prifoner,  on  his  acquittal,  wrote  the  following  in- 
fcription  on  the  wall  of  his  cell :  "  He  who  is 
*'  inclined  to  rob,  and  cfcape  hanging,  let  him 
^*  rob  in  the  canton  of  Soleure/' 

The  public  library  defcrves  to  be  mentipned, 
not  for  the  number  or  rarity  of  the  volumes,  but 
for  the  literary  zeal  of  the  Abbe  Herman,  canon 
of  the  cathedral,  to  whom  it  owes  its  origin.  On 
my  firft  vifit  to  this  town,  in  1776,  there  was  no 
public  colle6lion  of  books  ;  but  a  few  years  ago 
that  ingenious  ecclefiaftic  amaffed  about  four  hun- 
dred volumes  from  bis  own  and  his  friends  (lock, 
obtained  from  government  an  apartment  in  the 
town-houfe,  where  he  depofited  them,  and  re- 
quefted  to  be  appointed  librarian,  but  without  a 
lalary.  His  petition  being  granted,  he  continued 
to  augment  his  little  colleftion  ;  and  from  this 
faiall  beginning  has  increafed  it  already  to  eleven 
thoufand  bookjs,  among  which  are  above  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
•At  the  two  extremities  of  the  room  are  infcribed 
the  names  of  the  benefadors  to  this  library.  As 
yet  there  is  no  fund  eftabliflied  for  the  fupport  or 
augmentation  of  this  colle£tion. 

The  Abbe  has  alfo  begun  to  form  a  cabinet 
of  medals  j  which,  though  at  prefent  extremely 
fmall,  will  increafe  like  the  library.  He  pointed 
out  to  me  a  veiy  rare  medal,  that  was  difcovcrcd 
in  digging  the  foundation  for  the  new  cathedral. 
It  is  in  bronze,  of  the  middle  fize,  On  one  fide  is- 
the  head  of  Septimius  Sewrus,  with  the  follow- 
ing 


tag  Inifcription,  L.  Septimius  Sevetur  Pius  Aug. 
P.  Af.  7r.  P.  miiL  Cof.  ilu  P.  P.  On  the  rc- 
▼erfe^  a  figure  fittings  before  it  a  prow  of  a  (hip^ 
and  a  genius  or  little  boy«  Great  merit  is  due 
to  the  AbW  for  havitig  given  birth  to  this  col- 
ledioD,  at  firfl  alone  and  unfupported,  and  in  fd 
<lifnitere(led  a  manner^  as  his  income  does  not 
exceed  £.  60  pet  annum ;  and  in  a  town  where  li- 
terature is  not  much  encouraged.  This  learned 
ecclciiaftic  is  now  employed  in  writing  an  account 
of  Soleure  at  the  period  of  the  Reformation ;  and 
is  coHeAing  ample  materials  for  a  complete  hif*. 
tory  of  the  canton* 

With  refpe£l  to  natural  hiftory ,  the  only  cabinet 
in  the  town  is  that  formed  by  Senator  WalUer: 
it  is  a  fmall  colleSion,  but  well  ehofen^  and  parti- 
cularly  intercfting  to  the  naturalift  who  travels 
into  thefe  parti,  becaufe  the  ingenious  coUedor 
has  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to  the  minerals  and 
petrifa&ions  of  tJie  canton. 

The  circumjacent  country  is  exceedingly  pleat 
ing  and  div^rfified,  and  exhibits  feveral  points 
of  view,  which  are  as  agreeable  as  wild^  and  as 
pleafing  as  romantic.  Among  thefe  we  were 
particQlarly  ftruck  with  the  fituation  of  the  her- 
mitage called  des  Croix,  about  half  a  mile  frota 
the  town,  near  the  (lone  quarry :  it  is  a  mofl: 
agreeeable  recefs  at  the  extremity  of  a  fmall  wood, 
and  between  two  ridges  of  bare  perpendicular 
rocks,  watered  by  a  lively  flrcam ;  one  extremity 
is  dofcd  by  a  fmall  wood,  and  the  other  opens 
into  fertile  grounds  backed  by  the  dark  Jura, 
Among  the  villas,  in  the  environs,  remarkable 
for  their  pofition,  may  be  mentioned  Ricaberg^ 

built 
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]built  by  Mr^  de  Vigur  ;  it  (lands  at  the  bottom 
of  a  gentle  biU,  declining  to  wards  the  winding 
Aar,  and  eomn^^nds  a  view  of  Soleure,  half  hid 
by  the  intervening  trees ;  and  Bleikenbcrg,  be- 
longing to  Major  de  Roll,  (ijtuated  amid  waving 
grounds  divided  into  enclofures,  fimilar  to  the 
fertile  counties  of  England  ;  the  dark  Jura  rifing 
like  the  highlands  of  Scotland  ;  and  at  a  diftance 
the  fublime  alps,  which  charafterifc  this  romantic 
country.  • 

The  canton  of  Sdleure,  which  holds  the  ele- 
ycntn  rank  in  the  Helvetic  Cpnfcderacy,  ftretcbes 
partly  through  the  plain,  and  partly  along  the 
chains  of  the  Jura,  -  and"  .contains  about  50,000 
fouls,  including  the  inhabijtants  of  the  capitsd. 
The  foU  is^  for  the  moft  pari,  exceedingly  fertile 
in  cprp»  and  thofe  diflrids  which  ]ie  within  the 
Jura;  abound  in  excellent  paftures*  The  trade, 
both  pf  the.tpwn  .and  of  the  canton,  is  of  little  va- 
'  lue,  although  they  are  very  commodioufly  fitu- 
ated  for  an  extenfive  commerce.  It  h  divided 
into  eleven  di(jtri£ts  or  baUliages,  called  Interior 
and  Extcripr  ;  the  formpr  a;*e  governed  by 
bailifs,  who  are  Senators,  and  remain  in  the 
town6  :  tjie  latter,  by  bailifs  drawn  from  the 
members  of  the  Great  Council,  who  relide  in 
their  bailliages. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  baiiliages,  with 
their  average*  annual  value  ;  the  firft  four  are  in- 
terior, the  remainder  exterior.      ' 


^uckegberg 
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9uckegberg  £.  166  Beckburgh   £.  y^p 

Kriegfetten    -     146  Goefgen        -  500 

Laebercn,  or  Olten     -       -  333 

Grcnche    -      83  Dorneck        -  834 

Tlamcnthal    -      6  a  Ticrftcin        -  417 

Falkenfteift    .     546  Gilgenberg.   -  375 

The  injiabitants  of  the  canton  are  Catholics, 
excepting  tbofe  |p  the  baUliage  of  Buckegberg, 
\irbo  profefs  the  Reformed  religion.    In  fpiritual 
afiairs,  the  Catholics  depend  on  three  bilhops  : 
the  greateft  part  of  tbe  capital,  the  bailliages  of  < 
Laeberen  and  Flamenthal^  are  in  the  diocefe  of 
the  biihop  of  Laufann^,  refidenc  at  Friburgh;  the 
jremainder  pf  the  capital,  the  bailliage  of  Krieg« 
Aetten,  and  the  villages  in  the  bailliage  of  Olten, 
in  that  of  the  biihop  of  Conftance  ;    while  the 
other  baiUiag.cs,  and  the  town  of  01ten>  depend 
on  the  bifiiop  of  Bafle.    But  neither  of  ihefe  hU 
/hops  can  iflue  any  ordinance,  or  even  vifit  their 
diocefes,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Senate^ 
There  are  two  chapters  in  this  canton ;  one  at  So- 
Jeure,  founded,  in  930,  by  Queen  Bertha,  widow 
of  Rbodplph  II.  King  of  Burgundy,  is  compofed 
of  a  proyod,  whofe  (alary  amounts  to  £•  360  per 
anntuf} ;  and  of  eleven  canons,  each  of  whom  enjoy 
a  reyenue  pf  ^^.160.    Ihe  provoft  is  chofen  by 
the  Senate,  and  the  canons  are  appointed  al- 
ternately ]by  the  Pope  and  Senate.     The  other 
chapter,  of  Schoenenwertb,  founded  by  the  an- 
tient  counts  of  Falkenftein,  confifls  of  a  provoft 
and  five  canons,  nominated  by  the  Senate.    The 
annual  falary  of  the  provoft  is  £•\^S%  and  of 
each  canon  j^«  Joo.     There  are  alfo  one  abbey  of 
pcncdiQincs,  four  convents,  and  three  nunne- 
ries: 
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ries:    the  revenues  of   thcfe  religious  houfes 
amount  to  >C*^)^5^* 

The  principal  charitable  inftitutioos  are,  aa 
faofpital  at  Soleure,  and  another  at  Olten,  for  the 
reception  of  burghers,  fubjeds,  and  foreigners  ; 
the  foundation  of  Thurigan,  for  old  perfons  of 
both  fexes,  belonging  to  the  burgher fliip;  a  founds* 
ling  hofpital  for  orphans,  and  for  children  of  poor 
burghers  ;  and  the  hofpital  of  St.  Catharine,  for 
the  infane  and  incurables. 

The  only  perfons  in  the  canton  of  Soleure, 
who  profcfs  the  Reformed  religion,  are  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  bailliage  of  Buckegberg.  In  ecde* 
(iaftical  affairs,  the  inhabitants,  though  fubjed  to 
Soleure,  are  under  the  proteftion  of  Berne*  For-. 
inerly  this  complication  of  political  and  religious 
interefts  created  frequent  mifunderftandings  be* 
tween  the  two  cantons,  but  matters  were  amicably 
and  finally  adjufted,  on  the  1 8th  .of  November 
i68r,  at  the  treaty  of  Winingen.  The  inhabi* 
tants  take  the  oath  of  fidelity,  every  third  year,  to 
the  government  of  Soleure ;  but  if  aggrieved  in 
their  religious  eftablifhment,  can  have  recourfeto 
Berne.  The  Senate  of  Berne  nominates  to  the 
vacant  benefices,  but  the  priefts  are  under  the 
neceflity  of  obtaining  the  confirmation  of  the 
chapter  of  Solenr^.  A  deputy  from  Berne  pre- 
fents  the  new  minifter  to  bis  parHhioners  ;  bat 
the  bailif  is  obliged  to  be  prefent  at  this  cere- 
mony, as  deputy  from  the  republic  of  Soleure, 
Berne  enjoys  alfo  fupreme  jurifdiftion  in  crimi- 
nal affairs.  If  a  criminal  is  arretted  fpr  any  ca- 
pital offence,  he  is  tried  by  the  bailif  of  Buckeg- 
berg, and  the  jury  of  the  bailliage  :  and,  if 
condemned  to  death,  he  is  delivered  for  exe- 
cution 
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cati<:>Ti  to  Berne,  provided  that  republic  de- 
frays the  cxpence  of  the  trial*  Soleure  en- 
joys all  the  other  rights  of  fovereignty  ;  fuch  as 
the  power  of  levying  taxes,  appeals  in  the  iaft 
refort;  and  even  decides  all  matrimonial  and 
eccleliaftical  concerns,  with  this  provifo,  that 
the  decifion  fhall  be  regulated  according  to  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Winingcn.  Among  the 
natives  in  the  canton,  feveral  inhabiting  the  bail- 
liages  of  Thierftein  and  Gildenberg  were  ferfs, 
but,  in  1785,  their  fervitudc,  fo  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  that  equal  liberty  which  pervades  tliis 
country,  was  aboliflied,  to  the  honour  of  the  pre- 
fent  government. 

The  canton  farnifhes  France  with  two  com- 
panies for  the  Swifs  guards,  and  feveral  com- 
panies in  the  different  marching  regiments,  ac- 
cording to  the  capitulation  concluded  between 
the  king  of  France  and  the  Catholic  cantons,  and 
their  co-allies,  in  1764,  for  the  term  of  twenty- 
five  years.  It  has  aifo  a  regiment  in  the  Spanifli 
fervice  ;  of  which  the  colonel  and  the  companies 
of  fufiieers  can  .be  filled  only  by  the  antieni 
burghers. 

with  refpcd  to  the  militia  of  the  canton,  all 
the  fubj^fts,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  that  of 
firty,  are  enrolled  into  fix  regiments,  forming 
altogether  about  8000  men,  exclufive  of  %\o 
dragoons,  and  the  corps  artillery,  amounting 
to  600  men.  The  colonel  of  each  regiment  is 
always  a  fenator,  and  the  major  of  a  member 
of  the  Great  council,  who  is  ufually  an  officer 
retired  from  foreign  fervice ;  thfc  captains  arc  ei- 
ther members  of  the  Great  Council  or  antient 
burghers  j  the  firft  lieutenants  are  ufually  antient 

burghers. 
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burghers,  while  the  rank  of  fecond  lieutenants 
and  enfigns  is  ufually  filled  by  the  principal 
peafants. 

The  militia  are  aflembled  and  reviewed  in 
May  and  September ;  and  in  the  fpring  and  au- 
tumn are  exercifcd  in  their  rcfpeaive  villages  by 
the  under-lieutentants  and  enfigns.  According 
to  a  plan  of  defence,  regulated  in  1668,  between 
the  members  of  tjhe  Helvetic  Co^ifcderacy,  the 
canton  of  Sqleure  is  bound  to  furnifli  600  for 
its  firft  contingency ;  for  this  fupply  iQo  men, 
together  with  officers,  are  annually  feleded  from 
each  pf  ,tbie  fix  regiments^  who  are  to  hold  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment's  ward- 
ing. In  cafe  of  neceffity,  this  .contingency  may 
be  doubled  or  tripled  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
burghers  are  ipcorporated  in  the  company  of  fu- 
(ileers,  and  exercise  themfelves  on  Sundays  and 
iaints  days,  after  divine  fervicc,  by  (hooting  at 
marks :  government  jFurnifhes  powder  and  \^d\\^ 
and  diftribgt;e8  prizes  to  t;he  beft  markfoien.  The 
remaining  inhabitants  of  the  capital  and  envi- 
rons, who  are  not  burghersp  form  a  feparate  body, 
cammandcd  by  the  captain  of  the  town :  they 
are  alfo  occafionally  exercifed,  ;and  mount  guard 
on  the  day  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  when  the 
Rofengarten^  or  the  general  meeting  of  the  Jjur^- 
ers,  is  aifembled. 

The  fovereign  power  refides  in  the  Great 
Council,  which,  comprizing  the  Senate  or  Little 
Council  of  thirty-fix,  confifts  of  a  hundred  and 
two  members^  chofen  by  the  Senate,  in  equal  pro- 
portions, from  the  eleven  tribes  or  companies 
into  which  the  antieni  burghers  are  diftributed  : 
and  in  all  inftances  the  new  member  is  taken 

from 


from  the  company  to  which  the  laft  member  be- 
longed. 

The  prerogatives  of  the  Great  Council  are,  td 
cnaft  and  abrogate  laws  ;  to  explain  any  obfcure 
parts  of  the  conftiiution .;  and  even  make  altera- 
tions in  the  form  of  government,  fhould  the  cir- 
cumftances  require  it ;  to  levy  taxes  ;  to  declare 
war  and  conclude  peace  ;  to  contrad  alliances  ; 
to  receive  appeals  in  criminal  catifes  from  the 
burghers  of  the  capital ;  and  in  civil  procefles, 
above  the  fum  of  loo  Swifs  livres,  or  ^.  6.  3/. ; 
to  confer  the  new  burgher(bip  ;  to  eleft  the  trea- 
furcr  or  the  fourth  chief  of  the  republic,  from  ' 
the  antient  eleven  fenators  ;  to  nominate  to  the 
feven  exterior  bailliages,  and  to  the  four  Italian 
governments  of  Lugano,  Lucano,  Mendrifio,  and 
Vulniaggia,  when  the  turn  of  appointing  to  thofe 
governments  belongs  to  Soieure ;  to  choofe  the 
deputies  for  the  diet  of  Frauenfield,  and  thole 
for  any  extraordinary  meetings  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy  ;  though  in  both  thefe  cafes  it  is  the 
cuftom  to  appoint  a  fenator,  and  ufually  either  of 
the  four  chiefs,  the' reigning  advoyer  excepted^ 
vfho  is  not  permitted  to  be  abfent  during  the  year 
of  his  adminiftration. 

There  are  generally  a  few  fupernumerary  mem- 
bers in  the  Great  Council,  which  circumftance 
proceeds  from  the  method  of  appointing  the  bai- 
lifs.  On  the  nomination  of  a  bailif,  his  feat  in 
the  Great  Council  being  efteemed  vacant,  is  on 
the  next  day  filled  up  by  a  member  of  the  fame 
company  in  which  he  is  infcribed.  At  the  con- 
clu/ion  of  his  bailUage  he  again  takes  his  feat, 
prcferving  his  antient  rank,  though  confidered  as 
a  fupernumerary,  until  one  of  the  fix  members  of 

his 
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his  tribe  makes  a  vacancy.  The  quali&ialians 
for  a  reception  into  the  Great  Coancil  are^  that 
the  candidate  fhall  be  twenty  years  of  age,  an  an- 
iient  burgher,  and  member  of  the  fame  tribe  in 
which  the  vacancy  happens :  and  with  refpe^-to 
the  laft' mentioned  qualification,  it  is  neceflary 
that  the  candidate,  if  infcribed  in  a  company  dif- 
ferent from  tha^  of  bis  father,  muft,  according  to 
a  decree  paiied  ip  1764,  have  been  a  member  of 
that  company  during  a  full  year. 

The  Great  Council  aflembles  ordinarily  once 
every  month  ;  and  extraordinarily^  on  being  con- 
vened by  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  or  Little  Council,  a  conftituent 
part  of  the  Great  Council,  is  compofed  <^  the 
two  advoyers  or  chiefs  of  the  republic,  who  an- 
nually alternate ;  the  chancellor  or  fecretary  of 
ftate,  who  has  no  vote  cither  in  the  Senate  or 
Great  Council ;  and  thirty-three  Senators  drawn 
from  the  remaining  fixty-fix  members  of  the  Great 
Council,  in  equal  proportion  from  the  eleven 
tribes.  The  appointment  and  annual  conflrma'* 
tion  of  the  advoyers  and  banneret  by  the  ailembly 
of  burghers,  as  well  as  the  confirmation  of  the 
fenators  and  members  of  the  Great  Council,  in 
their  ieveral  charges,  will  be  hereafter  defcribed, 
under  the  article  oi  Roftngarten^ 

The  thirty-three  fenators  who,  in  conjun£tion 
with  the  two  advoyers  and  chancellor,  form  the 
Senate,  are  divided  into  eleven  feniors, '  and 
twenty-two  juniors.  From  the  eleven  feniors  the 
four  principal  magidrates  are  always  chofen,  the 
two  advoyers,  the  banneret,  and  trdafurer.  Upon 
a  vacancy  among  the  eleven,  the  fight  of  elec- 
tion, though  faid  to  refide  in  the  twenty*thrce 

juniors. 
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juniors^  is  always  ezercifed  according  to  fenio* 
fiiy:  the  moft  anticnt  in  rank  among  the 
three  junior  counfeltors,  who  are  of  the  fame 
tribe  to  which  the  late  member  belonged,  pre- 
fents  himfelf  of  courfe,  and  is  immediately  ap- 
pointed, or  rather  confirmed,  by  the  twenty -thrte 
janiors.  Upon  the  death  or  promotion  of  one 
among  the  latter,  his  place  -is  immediately  filled 
op  by  the  two  advoyers  and  eleven  feniors. 

The  Senate  is  entrufted  with  the  executive 
power,  and  with  the  care  of  the  police ;  has  (\x^ 
preme  and  final  jurifdiftion  !h  all  criminal  caufes^ 
thofe  only  excepted  in  which  a  burgher  of  the  ca- 
pital is  concerned,  who  may  appeal  from  their 
decifion  to  the  Great  Council  i  and  gives  judg- 
ment in  all  civil  procefles  not  exceeding  the  va^  . 
lue  of  a  hundred  Swi&  livres. 

The  Senate  convokes  the  Great  Council ;  ex- 
amines and  digefts  all  affairs  before  they  are  laid 
before  that  fupreme  affembly  ;  fills  up  the  vacant 
places  thereia;  and  in  their  own  body;  either 
diredly  or  indiredly,  nominates  to  almofl  all  the 
important  charges  of  the  republic ;  appoints  to 
the  principal  ecclcfiaftical  benefices ;  receives  all 
24>peals^  in  the  firft  inftance,  from  the  inferior 
courts  of  juflice ;  judges  all  civil  caufes  in  the 
lafl  refort,  whofe  value  does  not  exceed  a  certain 
fum  ;  has  fupreme  and  final  jurifdi^tion  over  all 
criminal  affairs,  excepting  thofe  which  concern 
the  burghers  of  the  capital. 

The  qualifications  of  a  fenatqrate,  that  be  iball 
be  twenty*four  years  of  age,  a  member  of  the 
Great  Council,  and  drawn  from  the  fame  com- 
pany to  which  the  lafl  fenator  belonged.  This 
body  aflemblcs  three  times  in  the  week,  and  ex- 
traordinarily. 
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traordinarily,  as  often  as  occafion  requires;  and 
it  is  convoked  by  the  reigning  advoyer.  The  fa- 
lari^s  of  the  fenators  ar^  as  follows ; 

The  reigning  ad voyer,  about  • —  jC*  3^3 

The  advoyer  out  of  office  •—  1 37  10 

Senior  fenator            —  -i—  46 

Chancellor        —        —  —  208 

Attorney  General,  including  his  fa- 

lary  of  fenator            •—  —  100 

Junior  fenator            — *  -^  37  ^o 

Oovernmcnt  draws  its  principal  revenues^ 
trhiehdo  not  amount  to  more  than  £.  ii^^oo per 
ann*  from  the  following  fources.  i.  A  tax« 
called  the  tax  on  fortifications ;  laid  on  the  funds 
of  the  tribes  and  monafteries  in  the  town>  and  on 
thofe  of  parifhes  in  the  bailliages.  2.  Tythe^^ 
and  rentes  foncieres  belonging  to  the  ftate. 
3.  Tolls.  4.  Excife  on  wine.  5.  Intereft  of 
money  placed  out  in  the  canton  and  in  foreign 
countries.  6.  Monopoly  of  fait.  7.  Revenues 
from  the  bailliages. '  8.  Subfidy  from  France; 
about  JT.  iio8.  9.  Sundry  fmall  fources»  fuch 
as  demefnesj  eftates,  falaries  of  vacant  bene- 
fices, &c. 

The  principal  departments  of  government  are, 
I.  The  tribunals  j  which  comprifc  the  inferior 
courts  of  juftice,  and  the  Secret  Council,  couiifl:* 
ing  of  feven  members,  namely,  the  two  advoy« 
crs,  the  banneret,  the  tre^furcr,  the  firft  fenior  fe- 
nator, the  chancellor,  and  the  attorney-general  ; 
in  cafe  any  of  thefe  perfons  fliould  be  abfent, 
their  places  arc  fupplied  by  the  anticnt  fenators, 
according  to  feniority«     2.  The  boards  of  war. 

3-  Of 
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3.  Of  thofe  rights,  called  droits  regaliens.  4.  For 
finances,  agriculture,  an(\  public  buildings. 
5«  For  the  police.  6«  For  ccclefiaftical  affairs, 
charitable  inftitutions,  and  fchools. 

The  burghers  of  Soleure  are  divided  into  an* 
Hfnt  and  new'^  the  former  of  whom  are  alone 
capable  of  being  clewed  members  of  the  Great 
Council,  or  of  enjoying  any  (hare  in  the  ad-^ 
miniftration    of   affairs.      The    origin   of   this  . 
diftindion  is  to  be  dated  from  the  year  1681, 
-from  the  following  caufes.     Several  foreign  fa- 
milies, which  fettled  at  Soleure  and  obtained  the 
right   of  burgherffiip,  being  admitted  into  the 
Great  Council,  gave  umbrage  to  thofe  antient 
and  illuftrious  families,  whofe  anceftors  had,  by 
their  valour  and  prudence,  laid  the  foundation  of 
tne  republic.     In  order  to  prevent  the  further 
participation  of  honours  and  emoluments,    to 
which  they  conceived  thetnfclves  folcly  entitled, 
the  Great  Council  ifiued  an  edi£b,  in  168  r,   that 
thofe  families  only^    which  at    that  epoch   en- 
joyed the  rights  of  the  burghcrfhip,  ihould  be  ex- 
dufivcly  qualified  to  hold  any  office  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  for  the  future,  no  perfon  ihould 
be  admitted  to  that  right,  until  the  families  then 
exifting  (hould  be  reduced  to  twenty-five.    It  was 
at  the  fame  time  enaded,  that  thefe  families  and 
their  defcendants  ihould  be  diilinguiihed  by  the 
name  of  antient  burghers,  and  that  thofe,  who 
from  that  period  fliould  be  received,  into   the 
burgherfhip,  ihould  be  called  n^7<;  burghers.     It 
was  alfo  added,  that  any  burgher  who  (hould 
make  any  propofition  contrary  to  this  law,  fhould 
be  baniihed  from  the  canton,  and  that  his  goods 
ihould  be  confifcated. 

Vol-.  I.  O  Bcfidc 
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Befide  the  ezclufive  privilege  of  being  etf* 
titled  to  any  office  of  govermment,  the  antienf 
burghers  enjoy  alfo  the  right  of  being  folely 
appointed  cabons  in  the  chapters  of  Soleure 
and  Schconenworlfi^  and  of  holding  any  eccle* 
fiaftical  benefice  in  the  gift  of  the  Setiatel  Biit 
as  there  ax'e  at  prefent  a  great  deficiency  of  clergy- 
men among  the  ahtient  burghers,  it  wdl  probably 
foon  be  thought  neceflary  to  difpenfe  with  the  law 
on  this  article,  and  to  permit  the  new  bulrghers, 
and  every  fubjeft  of  the  canton^  to  be  candidates 
for  vacant  livings. 

There  are  about  eighty-five  families  who  pof- 
ftfs  the  right  of  antie7§t  burgherfhip,  and  of  thefe,. 
about  thirty-four  of  the  moft  iHuftrious,  fiipply 
the  members  of  the  Great  Council  and  fill  all  the 
tarious  departments  of  government. 

The  rights  of  the  new  burghers  confift  in  no* 
minating  and  annually  confirming  tht  advoyer, 
tfhc  banneret^  and  grand  fautier^  or  lieutenant 
of  the  police  ;  but,  as  thev  always  choofe  thofe 
perfons,  who  are  fele€ted  oy  Ac  Senate,  as  they 
exercife  this  privilege  in  conjunction  with  the  tfif« 
tient  burghers,  and  as,  by  the  tdiGt  of  168 1  y  they 
muft  retire  from  the  afiembly  in  cafe  there  fliould 
be  any  dignity  or  oppofition;  thi»  right  of 
cledion  may  be  confidered  as  little  more  than  a 
mere  formality.  In  all  other  inftances,  except- 
ing in  thofe  concerns  which  relate  to  govern, 
ment,  the  mew  burghers  eiljoy  the  fame  privilege 
as  the  antient  burghers  ;  fuch  as  freedom  of  trade 
and  commerce  y  of  being  proprietors  of  houfes 
and  land  in  the  capital  and  its  didrift.  They  are 
alfo  entitled  to  hold  fuch  ecclefiaftical^  benefices 
asare  in  the  gift  of  the  chapters  and  of  individuals. 

The 
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The  burghers,  both  antient  and  new^  are  dif- 
tributed  into  eleven  tribes  or  companies,  each 
vbereof  furnifhes  three  fenators  and  fix  members 
of  the  Great  CounciU  Every  perfon  may  choofe 
the  company  into  which  he  inlcribes  his  name  ( 
but  having  once  infcribed  himfelf,  he  cannot 
change  it.  For  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  place 
as  foon  as  pofTible  in  the  government,  a  young 
noble  feleds  that  company  in  which  there  is  fooa 
likely  to  be  a  vacancy ;  but  if  he  fixes  upon  one 
different  from  that  in  which  his  father  is  incorpo** 
rated,  he  muft  have  been  received  a  member  dur- 
ing a  whole  year,  before  he  can  be  a  candidate 
for  admiifion  into  the  Great  Council. 

The  general  afiembly  oi- antient  and  new  burgh- 
ers,  called  Rofengarten^  which  meets  on  St.  Joha 
the  Baptill's  day,  for  the  purpofe  of  cle£Ung  or 
confirming  the  charges  of  advoyer,  banneret» 
and  grand  fautier^  is  a  ceremony  which  deferves 
to  be  defer  ibed  for  its  Angularity;  particularly  as  it  . 
will  alfo  convey  to  you  fome  idea  of  thofe  annual 
cledions,  or  rather  confirmations,  of  the  princi- 
pal oflEcers,  which  take  place  in  moft  of  thefe 
ariftocratical  flates. 

This  affcmbly  is  held  in  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  is  denominated  Rofengarten^  ox 
Garden  of  Rofes;  either  becaufe  a  nofegay  pf 
flowers,  which  every  burgher  carries  in  his  hand, 
was  formerly  compofed  of  rofes ;  or,  as  others 
pretend^  becaufe  this  meeting  ufed  to  be  con- 
vened in  the  garden  of  the  Cordeliers,  which  is 
laid  to  have  been  called  the  Garden  of  Rofes. 
But,  infttad  of  fcarching  into  fanciful  etymolo- 
gies, I  haften  to  defcribe  what  paffes  in  this  an- 
nual meeting. 

O  2  i^bout 
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Abdut  fix  in  the  morning,  the  advojer  out  of 
office,  the  fcnators,  members  of  the  Great  Coun- 
dl,  and  the  ant  lent  and  new  burghers,  affcmblc 
in  their  refpeftive  companies.  After  the  repeti- 
tion of  certain  figfials,  the  reigning  advoycr,  ac- 
companied by  the  chancellor,  the  fecretary  of  the 
finances,  and  fcveral  other  officers  of  ftate,  re- 
pair, ^ith  drums  beating  and  tfumpcts  founding, 
from  the  town-houfe  to  the  church  of  the  Corr 
delicrs ;  ivhere,  after  pfefenting  his  offering  upon 
the  altar  of  the  Virgin,  he  feats  himfelt  on  a 
throne,  which  is  placed  near  the  altar.  Soon 
afterwards  the  fenators  and  remaining  members 
of  the  Great  Council  make  their  appearance  at  the 
head  of  their  refpeftive  tribes ;  and  having  pre- 
fented  their  offerings,  keep  the  fame  rank  and 
Nations,  which  they  maintained  oil  entering  the 
church  ;  ihe  advoyer  out  of  office  excepted,  who 
places  hirafelf  dear  his  colleague  on  the  throne. 
At  the  conclufion  of  mafs  accompanied  with 
mufic,  all  but  the  burghers  retire,  and  the  doors 
of  the  church  are  clofed.  The  advoyer  rifing 
up,  with  his  fcepter  in  his  hand,  pronounces  an 
harangue;  then  delivering  up  the  fccpter  and 
feals,  refigns  his  dignity,  and  receives  the  thanks 
'of  the  aflcmbly,  by  the  mouth  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral, for  his  zeal  and  attention  during  the  year 
of  his  government.  Next  follow,  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  refignations  of  the  banneret  and  of 
the  attorney  general }  the  former  of  whom  is 
tlianked,  in  the  name  of  the  aflcmbly,  by  the 
attorney  general,  and  the  latter  by  thp  advoyer 
who  has  juft  refigned. 

This  ceremony  being  finiflied,  the  two  ad- 
voycrs,  bannerets,  attorney  general,  and  antient 
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fcnators,  retire  from  the  choir  to  another  part  of 
the  church  ;  and  the  chancellor  fummoning  the 
junior  fenators  into  the  choir,  reads  over  the 
name  of  each  ancient  fenator,  and  of  the  attor- 
ney gcoeral,  and  demands,  if  the  junior  fenators 
arc  pleafed  to  confirm  them  in  their  charges  for 
another  year.  This  being  obtained,  the  chan- 
cellor and  junior  fenators  repair  to  the  aflembly^ 
in  the  body  of  the  church,  where  the  chancellor 
reads  over  the  names  of  the  fenior  fenators  and 
attorney  general  confirmed  by  the  juniors,  and 
demands  the  approbation  of  the  whole  aflembly 
of  burghers.  Upon  this  the  advoyer  who 
has  jufl:  refigned,  and  all  the  fenators,  except 
the  advoyer  out  of  ofEce  and  the  banneret,  come 
into  the  church,  and  take  their  refpedive  oaths. 
The  chancellor  then  acquainting  the  -affemhly, 
that  they  mud  proceed  to  the  eledion  of  the 
reigning  advoyer;  the  advoyer,  who  has  juft 
refigned,  propofes  his  colleague :  the  officer  of 
ftate,  called  Grand  Sautter^  cries  out,  "  Let  all 
thofe  who  choofe  to  ele£t  the  right  noble  A.  B. 
the  reigning  advoyer,  hold  up  their  hands  under 
oath  ;"  and  immediately  informing  the  advoyer 
of  his  ele^ion,  the  latter  comes  into  the  church, 
takes  the  oath  from  the  chancellor,  and  receives 
the  oath  from  the  Grand  Sautter.  ITie  elcftion 
of  the  banneret  is  made  in  the  fame  manner ;  the 
fame  pcrfon,  who  had  jufl  reiigned  his  office, 
being  propofed  to  the  afTcmbly  by  the  reigning 
advoyer,  and  accepted,  gives  his  hand  to  the 
reigning  advoyer,  as  he  never  takes  the  oath  but 
in  time  of  war.  The  grand  fatttier  then  retiring, 
is  propofed  and  recommended  by  the  reigning 
advoyer,  and  re-entering  the  church,  he  alfq 
takes  the  oath  to  government. 

.At 
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At  the  end  of  thefe  eledions,  feveral  decrees 
of  the  Great  Council  are  read,  and  particu* 
larly  that  which  relates  to  the  right  of  aniieni 
burgher(hip9  and  the  eledion  of  the  advoyer, 
banneret,  and  grand  fautier  j  by  which  it  is 
cnafled,  that  in  cafe  any  oppofition  (hould  be 
made  to  the  regular  order  of  appointment,  the 
jtew  burgher  ihall  retire  from  the  alTembly,  and 
the  elt^on  be  vefted  folely  in  the  aniient  burgh- 
ers. 

The  fame  magiftrates  are  always  re^eleded  or 
confirmed  in  their  feveral  places :  the  advoyer 
out  of  office  is  appointed  reigning  advoyer  j  on 
the  death  of  cither  of  the  advoyers,  the  banneret 
is  of  courfe  appointed  to  the  vacant  office,  and 
is  fucceeded  by  the  treafurer,  only  undergoing 
the  formality  of  a  nomination. 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony,  the  doors 
of  the  church  are  thrown  open ;  the  reigning  ad- 
voyer, at  the  head  of  the  Senate,  paffes  through 
two  lines  of  troops  under  arms  to  the  town-houfe, 
where  the  Brft  magiftrace  and  the  antient  fenators 
confirm  the' junior  fenators  ;  after  which  be  re- 
turns to  his  own  houfe,  accompanied  by  the  Se- 
nate and  members  of  the  Great  Council,  and  is 
complimented,  firft  by  j4xe  banneret,  and  after- 
wards  by  the  chancellor. 

From  the  confideration  of  this  detail  wc  may 
conclude,  that  thofe  authors  have  crted  who  call 
the  government  of  Soleure  arifto-dehiocratical, 
for  it  is  certainly  a  moft  complete  ariftocracy  :  in- 
afmuch  as  the  fupreme  goveriiment  refides  in  the 
Great  Council,  the  members  whereof  are  exclu- 
fively  taken  from  the  anfient  burghers  ;  as  there 
are  only  cighty-onc  families  which  enjoy  that 
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right,  and  no  more  can  be  added  until  they  are 
reduced  totwenty-fiv;  as  of  thefe  fcarccly  more 
than  thirty  enjoy  any  •feare  in  the  government  3 
and  laftly,  ^s  the  ele£l:ian  and  anmial  confirma- 
tion of  the  principal  magiftrates  is  confined  to  the 
amient  burghers,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  any  op- 
pofition  in  the  general  aflcmbly  called  Rofengar- 
ten.  ITie  government,  however,  under  whatfo- 
tver  title  it  may  be  dafled,  is  mild  and  equitabfe^ 
Vid  the  people  ^are  tranquil  sqid  contented* 
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Treaties    v)itb    France '^  RefleSliom   on    Foreign 
Service^ 


H  E    French  cmbaffador  to  the  Helvetic 
body  refides  in  Soleure,   and  diftributcs  thofc 
annual  penfions  which  the  king  his  mafter  has 
ftipulatcd  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  Catholic  can- 
tons,    Louis  the  Eleventh  was  the   firft  French 
monarch    who    employed    Swifs    troops ;     and 
granted  fubfidies    to  ftates,    which  have   fince 
been  coniiderably  augmented  by  his  fucceiTors. 
The  perpetual  alliance   which  Francis  the  Firft 
concluded  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  foon  after  the 
battle  of  MarignanO,  is  confidered  as  the  bafis 
of  every  fubfcquent  treaty  between  the  two  con- 
tVafting  powers.    Several  of  that  king's  fucccffors 
derived  confidcrable  advantages  from  the  Swifs 
infantry  in  their  fervice :  they  aided  Henry  the 
Fourth  in  cftablifliing  himfelf  upon  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors  ;  and  affiftcd  both  Louis  the  Thir- 
teenth and  his  fon,  in  the  feveral  wars  in  which 
they  were  engaged.    No  troops  indeed  have  ever 

been 


Treaties  with  France*  20 1 

been  more  juftly  diftinguifhed  for  their  fidelity, 
valour,  and  excellent  difcipUne. 

The  general  alliance  between  France  and  the 
whole  Helvetic  union,  ratified  by  Louis  the  Four-  , 
teenth  in  166:7,  was  to  remain  in  force  during 
the  joint  lives  of  that  monarch,  and  his  fon  the 
dauphin,  and  for  eight  years  after  the  death  of 
either.  Towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  when 
Louis,  on  account  of  his  fon*s  death,  propofed 
to  renew  the  treaty  in  his  and  his  fucceflbr's 
name,  the  Proteftant  cantons  refufed  their  con-  ^ 
fent :  and  it  was  concluded  only  with  the 
Catholic  cantons,  and  the  republic  of  the  VaU 
lais.  • 

This  alliance  differed  from  the  former  treaties 
in  the  following  very  elTential  articles  :    It  (ti« 
pulated  that,   in  cafe  the  kingdom  of   France 
ihould    be  invaded,    the  contrading   republics 
fliould  permit  an  additional  levy  to  be  raifed  at 
his    maiefty's   ezpence,   not  exceeding  fixteen 
thoufand  men  ;  that  in  cafe  the  Helvetic  body, 
or  any  particular  canton,  (hould  be  attacked  by ' 
a  foreign  power,  the  king  engaged  to  al&ft  them 
with  as  many  forces  as  flioiild  be  judged  necefla- 
ry  ;  and  finally,  that  if  any  diifenpons  ihould 
arife  between  the  contrading  cantons,  his  mejefty 
ihould,  at  the  requcft  of  the  aggrieved  party,  try 
all  gentle  methods  of  effeding  a  reconciliation  ; 
but  if  thefe  (hould  fail,  the  king  agreed,  both  ia 
his  own  name,  and  in  that  of  his  fucceflbr,  to 
compel  the'aggreflbr   to  abide  by  the  treaties 
concluded  betweeh  the  cantons  and  their  allies. 
This  lad  article,  as  it  Teemed,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  authorize   the  interference   of  the  king  of 
France  with  the   politics  of  Switzerland,    ap- 
peared 
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^ared  dan^eroos  to  m»ny  of  the  Swifs,  and  hh» 
confiftent  with  that  abfolute  independence,  which 
they  had  hitherto  prized  above  all  odier  ad* 
vantages. 

France  having  long  in  vain  attempted  to  per* 
fuade  the  I^oteltant  cantons  to  accede  to  the  al- 
liance, in  order  that  a  general  treaty  with  the 
whole  Helvetic  body  might  be  renewed,  at  length, 
^ter  much  oppoQtion  and  repeated  negociations, 
iucceeded  in  effeding  the  mes^ure.  This  iqf- 
portant  league  was  concluded  i^  Soleure  in 
May  1777,  between  the  king  of  France  on 
one  fide,  and  the  thirteen  cantons  and  their  allies 
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tons  and  their  allies  (ball  fur ^ifli  an  additional 
levy  of  fix  thoufand  men ;  and  if  the  cantons,  or 
any  of  their  allies,  Ihould  be  attacked,  the  king, 
if  required,  engages  to  fxjimifli  them,  at  his  own 
ezpence,  with  fuch  (uccours  a|  may  be  deemjed 
ncccflary. 

That  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Catholic 
cantons  in  17^5,  which  related  to  the  mediation 
of  the  king,  in  cafe  any  difputes  (hould  arife  be* 
t  ween  the  thirteen  cantons^  is  very  properly  and 
wifely  omitted.  *       ** 

Before  this  alliance,  none  of  the  Proteftant 
ftates  received  any  penflons  from  France  :  but 
by  the  fixteenth  article,  the  Proteftants  of  Glarus 
and  Appenzel,  and  the  town  of  Bienne,  have 
agreed  to  accept  les  argents  de  paix  et  (T alliance^ 
as  thefe  fubfidics  are  here  called.  The  accept- 
ance of  penfions  derogates  greatly  from  that 
fpirit  of  abfolute  independence,    which  all  the 

Proteftant 
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Proteftant  cantons  and  dates  of  SwitzerEind  have 
hitherto  affc&ed  to  profefs  ;  and  it  would  have 
refleded  much  greater  honour  on  the  Swifs  na« 
don,  if  the  whole  bbd^  had  imitated  Zuric, 
Berne,  Bafle,  and  Schaffhaufen,  in  forming  the 
league  upon  terms  of  perfed  equality,  and  re- 
je&ing  the  proffered  penfionsv  which  give  an  air 
of  venality  to  their  treaties  with  France. 

It  has  long  been  a  controverted  queftion,  whe* 
ther  Switzerland  gains  or  lofes  by  furnifhing,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  her  alliance  with  France, 
Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Holland,  fuch  numbers  of 
her  natives  to  ferve  ip  foreign  armies.  That  the 
fidelity  of  thefe  troops  is  fo  well  reco^nifed,  as  to 
be  chofen  to  be  the  life-guards .  of  feveral  fo- 
-vereigns,  is  a  circumftance  which  undoubtedly 
redounds  much  to  the  honour  of  the  national 
character  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  traffic 
with  the  blood  of  fubjeds,  and,  for  paltry 
fubfidies,  to  fight  the  battle  of  any  Idng,  in  any 
caufe,  feems  to  betray  a  mercenary  fpirit,  uncon- 
trouied  by  confiderations  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
It  has  been  urged,  that  if  Switzerland  did  not 
furnifli  thefe  fupplies  to  foreign  nations,  (he 
would  be  over-ftocked  with  inhabitants;  and 
that  the  nativ^es  would  be  obliged,  like  the 
northern  hives  of  old,  to  emigrate  for  fubfiftence : 
for  in  many  parts  there  is  no  commerce,  and 
the  mountainous  trads  cannot  fupply  fufficient 
provifion  for  fuch  a  numerous  people.  In  re- 
ply to  this  reafoning,  it  may  be  alleged,  that 
the  Swifs  do  not  ufe  all  the  refources  in  their 
power :  commerce  might  be  more  generally  cul- 
tivated and  encouraged  ;  as  there  is  no  part  of 
Switzerland  far  removed  from  the  principal  ri- 
vers 
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Vers  and  great  lakes,  moft  of  which  have  a  direft 
cpipmunicatioQ  with  the  fea^ 

But,  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  not  ex- 
I)aufled  ail  the  advantage^  to  which  (hey  might 
refort,  let  them  look  back  on  antient  Qreece,  and 
the  immenfe  populoufnefs  in  fo  confined  a  coun- 
try ;  or,  what  is  more  bpen  to  their  obfervationy 
ht  them  confxder  the  prefent  (late  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  the  abundance  which  thofe  in- 
duftrious  people  enjoy  on  a  trad  of  land  fnatched 
from  an  element  perpetually  reclaiming  its  prior 
occupancy.  But  the  Swifs  need  not  b^  reminded 
of  antient  or  foreign  examples  :  Geifeva  and 
St.  Gallen  are,  for  their  extent,  exceedingly  po? 
pulous  ;  and  yet  the  natural  productions  of  their 
lands  are  by  no  means  fufficient  to  fupport  all  the 
inhabitants*  Appenzel  and  Vallengin  are  en- 
tirely mountainops ;  neverthelefs  both  thofe 
diftrifis  are  remarkably  ivell  peopled,  and  derive, 
by  means  of  commerce  and  induRry,  all  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  in  grc^t  plenty.  Indeed  Swit- 
zerland is  fo  far  from  being  over-ftockcd  with 
people,  that  in  moft  of  the  great  towns  there  is  a 
•  manifeft  deficiency  of  inhabitants:  and  in  fcveral 
parts  of  their  country,  •  hands  are-  frequently 
tvanting  for  the  coijimqn  purpofes  of  agricul- 
ture. •     .  . 

Thcfc  refleflions  feem  to  prove  the  miftaken 
policy  of  Switzerland,  in  Ictting-out  her  troops 
to  foreign  ftates.  On  the  contrary,  many  cir- 
cumftances  may  be  remarked  in  its  fayoqr. 
'1  his  practice  has  tended  to  keep  up  the  military 
fpirit  of  the  .Swifs,  even  during  a  ftat?  of  pro- 
found peace,  which  has  now  continued,  with  few 
interruptions,    for   three  hundred   years.     The 
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fcver^I  cantons  not  only  have  in  conftant  re« 
ferve,  and  without  the  lead  exp^nce.  a  body  of 
welldifciplined  forces,  which  they  can  rccal  at 
a  moment's  warning  ;  but  it  becomes  the  inte* 
reft,  for  that  reafon,  of  thofe  foreign  powers, 
whom  they  furnifli  with  men,  not  to  fo- 
ment any  divifions  among  them,  which  might 
render  th4  prefence  of  their  troops  ncceflary  at 
home.  Add  to  this,  that  the  privileges  which 
the  Swifs  enjoy  "in  France,  and  the  very  advanta- 
geous articles,  relating  to  commerce,  fecured  to 
them  in  all  their  treaties,  feem  to  ftrepgthen  the 
argument  for  continuing  their  conneftious  of  this 
kind  with  that  kingdom. . 

I'his  argument,  however,  would  b^  more 
conclufive,  if  thofe  privileges^  were  ftill  preferved 
in  the  fame  latitude  as  was  granted  by  the  ninth 
article  of  the  Perpetual  Peace  concluded  with 
Francis  L  in  1516,  and  confirmed  by  feverai 
fuccef&ve  treaties.  But  the  cafe  is  far  othetwife. 
Thefe  immunities  have  been  gradually  and 
almoft  imperceptibly  violated :  the  Swifs  mer- 
chants were  fubjeded  to  the  poll-tax  ;  and  frefli 
duties,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  their  rights,  were 
impofed  on  their  merchandife.  During  the 
adminiftration'  of  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  the 
Swifs  complaining  of  ihefe  infraflions  ;  a  nego- 
tiation was  begun  at  Soleure  with  the  French 
embaflador,  which  produced,  however,  no  other 
effed  than  a  (hort  letter  from  the  minifter,  de- 
clining, in  the  mod  pofitive  manner,  to  redrefs 
the  grievances,  though  founded  on  the  faith  of 
treaties. 

On  the  late  renewal  of  the  Perpetual  Peace, 
in  1777,  it  was  expedcd  that  this  matter  of  dif- 
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pute  would  be  amicably  adjufted  ;  and  Monfiear 
de  Vcrgennes  infinuatcd,  that  fuch  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  Many  cantons, 
and  particularly  Zuric,  were  principally  induced 
by  thefe  motives  and  thefe  expectations  to  accede 
to  the  alliance ;  but  not  wholly  trufting,  however, 
to  the  promifes  of  the  French  cabinet,  it  was  infift- 
cd  that  an  article  explaining  and  confirming  the 
faid  privileges  (hould  be  inferted  in  the  new  treaty. 
The  minifter,  with  his  ufual  addrefs,  eluded  a 
direft  mention  of  the  demanded  rights  ;  but,  in 
order  not  to  lofe  the  confidence  of  a  nation,  at  a 
time  when  he  moft  wi(hed  to  obtain  it,  the  king 
engaged,  by  the  i8th  article,  to  preferve  to  the 
Swifs  thofe  pri'Oileges  and  advantages  to  which  they 
had  a  legitimate  rights  and  which  they  had  hitherto 
enjoyed  in  France.  And  the  Swifs  agreed  to  poll- 
pone  the  precife  d^ermination  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  faid  privileges  to  future  conferences^ 
wherein  thofe  matters  fhoxdd  he  regulated  withjide* 
lity  and  equity. 

It  muft  appear  aftonUhing  that  the  Swifs  fhould 
be  contented  with  fo.  ambiguous  a  declaration ; 
or  could  be  led  lo  believe,  that  the  French  court 
would  preferve  to  them  their  legitimate  immuni- 
ties, in  the  moment  when  that  legitimacy  was  a 
fubjed  of  contention.  The  Helvetic  body  had 
foon  pccafion  to  repent  of  their  credulity.  For,  in 
1781,  the  king  of  France  iffued  an  edift  irre- 
vocably fubjeding  the  Swifs,  who  polTefs  lands  in 
France,  to  the  poll-tax,  and' to  all  the  national 
impofts  ;  and  laid  the  fame  duties  on  their  mcr- 
chandife  imported  into  France,  as  are  paid  by  the 
merchants  of  other  countries,  cheefe  and  linens 
excepted,  which  were  taxed  at  a  reduced  value. 

But 
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But  a  ftill  feveref  blaw  was  levelled  againft  tb^ 
Swifs  in  1786;  when,  notwithftanding  the  exprefs 
refcrvatlon  granted  in  the  Perpetual  Pcacc^  the 
importation  of  linens  was  prohibited  in  France. 
This  branch  of  commerce,  which  fnmiflied  em-« 
ploymenr  to  fo  many  hands  ift  various  parts  of 
Switzerland,  particularly  in  the  cantops  of  Zu-* 
licy  Glarus,  and  Appenzel,  and  was  almoft  the 
fole    refonrce  of  the  natives,  fpread  a  fenfible 
alarm   among  the  natives  ;    but  was  not  pro* 
duAive  of  any  ferious  confcqnences.    After  the 
firft  furprife  and  agitation  ^ere  paft,  the  induftry 
of  the  Swifs  was  not  abated;  and  the  linens  found 
their  way  into  France,  either  by  contraband  trade, 
or  by  contrad  with  th&  French  £aft  India  Com- 
pany. 
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Tbe  Canton  tf  Zug, 


W. 


Zug,  Auguftj. 


E  yeftcrday  quitted  Zuric*,  and  walked 
to  Albis,  a  fmall  village  about  three  leagues 
diftant,  Htuated  near  the  Aimmit  of  a  mountain, 
much  vifited  by  travellers,  who  are  attraded  by 
the  variety  and  extent  of  the  profped. 

*  I  have  in  this  part  arranged  the  preceding  letters  dif- 
ferently from  the  former  editions,  and  according  to  the  journal 
of  my  tour  in  1785;  though  i  did  not  at  that  time  proceed 
from  Soleure  to  Zuric,  yet  I  have  thought  proper  to  refume 
the  order  of  my  firft  journey  in  1 776,  and  to  bring  the  reader 
back  to  Zuric,  from  whence  I  take  my  departure*  as  before, 
to  Zug.  The  travel le  who  enters  Switzerland  at  ScbafT- 
haufen,  and  quits  it  at  Geneva  or  Neuchatel,  will  per* 
hapi  find  this  itinerar  from  Zuric  to  Bafle,  Bieone,  Soleure, 
and  thence  to  Berne  and  Lucerne,  more  convsnient  than 
that  from  Zuric  immediately  to  Zug  and  Lucerne;  while 
chofe  who  quit  Swicxerland  ac  Baflc  will  prefer  the  latter. 

Wc 


VTe  fortunately  efcaped  a  violent  fliowcr  of 
tain,  accompanied  with  ^  ftorm  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  which  had  threatened  for  fome  time^ 
and  began  immediately  upon  our  arrival :  but  we 
were  well  hoiked  ;  and  our  hoft  gave  us  a  good 
fupper  and  an  excellent  bottle  of  Mufcat  wine. 
We  were  abroad  this  morning  by  five,  and  ha4  a 
very  agreeable  walk  to  this  place  ;  the  weather, 
which  had  of  late  been  very  fultry,  being  cooled 
by  the  lightning  and  rain.  We  pafled  over  the 
field  of  battle  at  Cappel,  where  Zuingle  was 
flain  ;  regretting  this  inftance  of  difunion  be- 
tween the  Swifs  republics,  and  lamenting  the 
premature  death  of  that  great  reformer,  who  was 
killed  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age.  We  pur* 
fued  our  journey  through  a  pleafant  countrv, 
fo  thickly  planted  with  fruit-tres,  that  1  could 
hardly  didinguifh  any  other  fort.  Indeed,  we 
had  before  remarked  the  prodigious  number  of 
thofe  trees  in  feveral  other  parts  of  Switzerland  ; 
the  country  being  in  many  places  almoft  a  con« 
tinued  orchard. 

^  Zug,  the  capital  of  this  canton,  (lands  de- 
lightfully upon  the  edge  of  a  beautiful  lake,  in 
a  fertile  valley,  abounding  with  corn,  pafture, 
and  wood,  lliis  canton  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  continued  raithful 
to  that  family,  when  the  other  neighbouring 
ftates  had  formed  themfelves  into  independent 
republics.  As  it  lies  between  Zuric  and  Schweitz, 
the  communication  between  thofe  two  cantons 
was  maintained  with  difficulty  ;  and  by  this 
means  frequent  opportunities  were  afforded  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  of  invading  and  harraffing 
die  Swifs.    Under  thefc  circumllanccs,  the  fix 
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allied  cantons,  in  135I9  laid  (lege  to  Zug,  wfiic& 
was  refolutely  defended  by  the  inhabitants  ;  but 
as  Albert  duke  of  Auftria  was  in  no  condition  to 
affift  them,  the  towii  at  length  furrendered  upon 
the  moft  honourable  conditions.  The  gencrofity 
ef  the  conquerors  was  equal  to  the  courage  and 
magnanimity  of  the  vanquifhed  :  for,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  fubmiffion,  the  canton  of  Zug  was 
delivered  from  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  raafter. ;  ob- 
tained the  moft  aflured  liberty  and  independence ; 
and  was  admitted  into  the  Helvetic  Confederacy 
•upon  eq,ual  lerms. 

The  gevernment  of  this  little  canton  is  es- 
ceedingly  complicated  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  have  Ibmewhat  more  influence,  and  en- 
joy a  greater  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  of  af- 
fairs, than  thofe  of  the  capital  burghs  in  the  five 
ether  democraticat  cantons.  The  fupreroe  power 
refides  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  four  diftrifls  of 
Zug,  Bar,  Egeri,  and  Meutzingen ;  who  aflemble 
yearly  to  enad  laws,  and  to  choofe  their  magi- 
'ftrates.  The  Landamman,  reciprocally  eleded 
from  each  of  the  four  communities  above-men- 
tioned, is  nominated  by  the  fuffrages  of  the  whole 
collefiive  didrids :  he  continues  three  years  in 
oiEce,  when  taken  from  the  diftrid  of  Zug,  and 
but  two  years  when  chofen  from  each  of  the  three 
others.  The  general  adminiftration  of  affairs  is 
entrufted  to  the  council  of  regency,  compofed  of 
forty  members :  of  whom  thirteen  are  fupplied 
by  the  diftvid  of  Zug^  and  twenty-feven  are  fe- 
leded  equally  from  the  three  remaining  commu-* 
nities.  1  his  council,  as  well  as  the  Landamman, 
reiides  always  in  the  capital* 

Ofwald, 


Zug.  ait 

Ofwald,  one  of  our  old  Britifh  kings,  is  the 
titular  >aint  of  this  place ;  and  in  the  church  is 
his  ftatue^  with  the  fallowing  infcripcion : 

SanOus  OfwaUus  Rex  Anglic  Patrmus  hnjus  EccUf^, 

ThisOfwald  •  was  a  king  of  Northumberland  ifl 
the  fevcnth  century  \  and  is  much  renowned 
among  the  monkifh  writers  for  his  chaflity^  P^^ty, 
and  power  of  working  miracles.  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  difcover  the  conne£lion  between 
a  Britifh  king,  under  the  heptarchy,  and  a  fmall 
canton  of  Switzerland  \  without  reflefting,  how 
fruitlefs  is  the  attempt  to  give  any  reafon  for 
long-eftabliflied  cuftoms.  In  the  church  ot 
Rome,  faints  are  eafily  tranfplanted  into  any  foil ; 
and  caprice,  as  well  as  fuperftition,  may  have 
inclined  the  inhabitants  of  Zug  to  adore  a  faint, 
wbofe  name  is  barely  known  in  his  own  country* 

I  am,  &c« 


•  See  an  kccoiuit  df  thisOfwaM,  who  was  defeated  and 
'  flam  in  624,  by  Peoda  king  of  the  M«rcians,  in  ftonanf  1 
Tovr  10  Wain,  v^.  i.  p.  25^ 
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fit   Town  and  Canton   of   Luceme-^eneraf 


w 


£  took  boat  at  Zug,  and  being  rowedf 
acrofs  the  lake  (which  is  about  three  leagues 
long,  and  one  broad)  were  landed  at  a  village  in 
the  canton  of  Schweitz.  From  thence  we  walked 
to  Kuflhacht  ^  and  in  our  way  pafled  by  a  fmall 
chapel  facred  to  William  Tell,  ere£ked  on  the 
fpot  where,  it  is  fidd,  he  (hot  the  Auftrian  go« 
▼ernor.  At  Kuflhacht,  wc  embarked  upon  the 
lake  of  Lucerne  ;  and  were  much  (truck  upon 
our  approach  with  the  fine  fituation  of  that  town> 
and  with  a  noble  amphitheatre  of  mountains, 
which  border  the  lake^ 

Lucerne, 


Lucerne,.  mj 

aLucerne,  ongii||aIly  fubjed  to  th^Hqufe  oi 
Auftria,  was  elcpofcd  to  the  inroads  of  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  after  thofe  can- 
tons had  fecured  thek  own  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence. Her  commerce  to  Italy  was  inter- 
Tupted ;  her  fairs  unfrequented  ;  and  her  citizens 
-compelled  to  be  continually  under  arms,  in  order 
to  proteft  their  territory  from  inceff^nt  depreda- 
tions. Under  thefc  circumftancies,  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  imprudently  loading  the  citizens  with  ad- 
ditional taxes,  as  exorbitant  as  they  were  unjufl;* 
Lucerne  made  her  peace  with  the  confederate 
cantons:  and,  having  foon  after  expelled  the 
Auftrian  party,  entered  into  a  perpetual  alliantCe 
with  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  a^d  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Helvetic  union. 

The  acceilion  of  Lucerne  tgave  additional 
•credit  and  power  to  the  confederacy ;  and  enabled 
it,  in  1386,  to  reiift  all  the^fforts^f  a  great  an4 
implacable  enemy.  In  that  year^  Leopotld  duke 
of  Auftria  invaded  the  canton  with  a  numerous 
army  ;  when  the  combined  troops  gained  a 
bloody  vidory  at  Sempach,  in  which  Leopold 
loft  hjs  life.  In  the  accounts  of  this  battle,  aa 
^nftance  of  private  valour  is  recorded,  which 
MTOuld  haire  done  honour  even  to  a  Grecian 
or  ^  Roman  name ;  and  only  requires  the  pea 
of  a  Xhucydides  or  a  Livy  ^o  equal  in  fame 
the  exploits  <)f  the  moft  admired  heroes  of  anti- 
quity. The  Auftrian  army,  far  fuperior  in 
number,  was  di^wn  up  in  firm  battalion,  ac- 
coutred in  heavy  armour,  and  furniflied  with  long 
pikes,  which  they  prefented  before  them.  The 
Swifs  troops  were  led  to  the  attack  in  the  form  of 
a  wed^c»  in  order  to  open  their  way  imo  the  j:anks 
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of  the  en^my,  and  to  break  the  foUdity  of  tbc 
battalion.  The  Auftrians,  neverthelcfs,  continu- 
ing for  foroc  time  impenetrable  ;  Arnold  de  Win- 
kclried,  a  native  of  Underwaldcn,  rufhcd  alone 
upon  the  enemy  to  certain  death  ;  and,  feizing  as 
many  pikes  as  he  Could  grafp,  endeavoured  to 
foice  through  the  ranks:  but  he  was  killed  in  the 
attempt.  His  patriotic  valour,  however,  was 
not^cxcrtcd  in  vain :  it  inflamed  the  Swifs  with 
new  courage,  and  taught  the  beft  method  of  pe- 
netrating into  the  battalion  ;  which  they  at  length 
effected,  after  the  moft  dcfperate  efforts  of  in- 
vincible refo^unon. 

Leopold  himfclf  fpight  have  efcaped,  when  his 
troops  firft  began  to  give  way  ;  but,  with  a  mag- 
nanimity worthy  of  a  better  fate,  he  determined, 
after  having  been  a  witnefs  to  the  total  rout  of 
his  army,  not  to  furyivc  (b  ignominious  a  day  : 
accordingly  he  ru(hed  into  the  thitkeft  of  the 
enemy,  and  wa«  {lain  In  the  arfenal  of  this 
place  are  ftill  prefcrved  his  armour,  together 
with  a  large  quantity  of  cords  ;  with  which, 
according  to  tradition,  he  intended  to  have 
bound  the  citizens  of  Lucerne.  The  keeper 
of  the  arfenal  difplayed  them  to  us  with  the  fame 
kind  of  triumph,  as  the  man,  who  (hews  the 
Tower  of  London,  points  out  the  chains  that  were 
taken  on  board  o#  the  Spanifh  armada  ;  which 
Philip  the  Second  is  feid  to  have  deftined  for  the 
principal  nobility  of  England.    "  * 

The  government  of  Lucerne  is  entirely  arifto- 
cratical,  or  rather  oligarchical.  The  fovereign 
power  refidcs  in  the  Council  of  one  hundred, 
comprifing  the  Senate  or  Little  Council.  The 
former  is  the  nominal  fovereign  j  but  the,  whole 
X power 
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pow^r  aiSually  refides  in  the  iatter,  confiding  of 
thirty-fix  members,  who  are  formed  into  two  di- 
"vifions,  which  exercife  the  office  by  rotation.  The 
members  of  this  Senate  are  neither  confirmed  by 
the  Sovereign  Council,  nor  by  the  citizens,  but 
are  only  dependant  upon  them&Ivcs  ;  the  .divi- 
fion  which  retires  at  the  end  of  fix  months,  con^ 
firming  that  which  comes  into  office.  Befides, 
the  vacant  places  in  the  Senate  are  filled  by  its 
own  body  ;  fo  that  the  power  remains  in  the  po£. 
feflian  of  a  few  patrician  families :  and,  as  the 
fon  generally  fucceeds  his  father,  ^r  the  brother 
his  brother,  the  fenatorial  dignity  may  be  confi- 
dered,  in  Ibme  meafure,  as  hereditary. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  current  affairs,  the 
care  of  the  police,  the  management  of  the  fi« 
nances,  and  the  whole  executive  power,  refides 
in  the  Senate,  which  fits  conilantly  ;  whereas  the 
Sovereign  Council  is  aflembled  only  upon  parti* 
cular  and  important  occafions.  The  Senate  has 
cognizance  of  criminal  caufes  ;  but  in  cafe  of  ca^ 
ixtal  condemnation,  the  Sovereign  Council  is  con- 
voked in  order  to  pronounce  the  fentence :  a  prac« 
tice  worthy  of  imitation!  for  the  condemnation 
of  a  criminal  cannot  be  too  maturely  weighed^ 
and  great  folemnity  ufed  in  pronouncing  the  fen- 
tence, muft  imprefs  a  ftrong  effeft  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people.  In  civil  caufes,  an  ap- 
peal lies  from  the  Senate  to  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil; but  this  muft  be  a  mere  formality :  as,  in 
fafl,  it  is  an  appeal  from  the  fenators  in  one 
court  to  the  fame  fenators  in  another.  Indeed, 
their  influence  over  the  Sovereign  Council  muft 
necefiarily  be  abfolute :  for,  they  themfelves  con- 
Aitute  above  a  third  of  that  body }  choofe  their 

own 
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own  members  ;  and  confer  the  principal  charges 
of  gcwernmcnt.  They'  nominate  alfo  to  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  benefices^  which  arc  very  confiderable ; 
near  two  thirds  of  the  revenues  of  the  canton  be- 
longing to  the  clergy. 

The  chiefs  of  the  republic  are  two  advoyers, 
who  are  chofen  from  the  Senate  by  the  Sovereign 
Council,  and  are  confirmed  annually.  In  all 
ele&ions,  the  relations  of  the  candidates,  to  the 
third  degree,  are  excluded  from  voting;  and 
neither  the  father  and  the  fon,  nor  two  brothers, 
can  be  members  pf  the  Senate  at  the  fame  time. 
Excellent  inftitutions,  one  (hould  think,  to  pre- 
vent the  too  great  influence  of  family-conncSions! 
excellent  indeed  in  theory,  but  ufelcfs  in  prac- 
tice ;  and  this  circumftance  proves,  that  when 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  is  purely  oligarchi- 
cal, any  laws  enaded  for  the  purpofe  of  coun* 
terading  the  ^wer  of  the  nobles,  are  mere  cy- 
phers. In  fome  few  inftances,  however,  the^ 
authority  of  the  nobles  is  controuled  :  for,  in  cafe 
of  declaring  war  and  peace,  forming  new  alli- 
ances, or  of  impofing  new  taxes  the  citizens  muft 
be  aficmbled,  and  give  their  confent. 

Lucerne  being  the  firft  in  rank  and  power 
among  the  Catholic  cantons,  is  the  refidence  of 
the  Pope's  nuncio ;  and  all  aflfairs  relative  to  re- 
ligion are  treated  in  the  annual  diet  which  aflem- 
bfes  in  this  town,  compofed  of  the  deputies  of 
thofe  cantons.  The  town  contains  fcarcely  three 
thoufand  inhabitants ;  has  no  mslnufadures  of 
any  confequence ;  and  little  commerce  ;  and  as 
to  learning,  it  no  where  meets  with  lefs  en- 
couragement, and  confequeiitly  is  no  where  lefs 
cultivated.      What  a  contrail  to  Zuric!     Yet, 

under 
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under  thefe  difadvantagcs,  a  few  perfons  have 
made  no  inconfiderabic  progrefs   in  literature* 
Among  thefe  the  moft  confpicuous  is  Mr.  Bal- 
thafar,    member  of  the  Senate;    he  pofleflfes  a 
ybrary    that  is    rich  in  books   relative  to  the 
hiftory  of  Switzerland,  in  whidi  he  is  extremely 
converfant ;  and  the  publications  which  he  has 
already  g^ven  to  the  world,  and  thofe  which  he 
16  now  preparing  for  the  prefs,  proves  that  he 
knows  how  to  ufe  them.     His  works  are,  for  the 
mod  part,  in  the  German  and  Latin  tongues; 
they  contain  biographical  anecdotes  of   feveral 
iUuftrious  Swifs;     elucidate  various   important 
parts  in  the  general  hiftory  of  Switzerland  ;  but 
more  particularly  relate  to  the  canton  of  Lucerne* 
His  fon,  a  member  of  the  Great  Council,  de* 
ferves  to  be  mentioned  for  his  coUedion  of  £ng- 
lifii  books ;  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  endea- 
vours to  propagate  a  knowledge  of  literature* 
I  have  alfo  no  lefs  fatisfadion  in  adding,  that, 
fince  my  firft  expedition  into  thefe  parts,  fcience 
is  more  cultivated  ;  that  the  principles  of  tolera- 
tion are  better  underftood  and  more  widely  dit- 
fufed ;  and  that  a  literary  fociety  is  eftabliflied 
for  the  promotion  of  polite    learning.       The 
population  of  the  canton  has  conliderably  in* 
creafed  within  this  century :  a  fure  proof  of  a  mild 
and   equitable  government.       The  inhabitants 
arc,  as  I  am  informed,  almoft  totally  engaged  in 
agriculture.    The  fouthefn  parts  ot  the  cantoa 
are  chiefly  mountainous,  and  f  urnifli  for  exporta^ 
tion  cattle,    hides,   cheefe,    and  butter.      Th« 
northern  di(lri£k  is  fruitful  in  com;  the  crops, 
of  which  being  more  than  fufficient  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  whole  canton,  there  is  a  conr 
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fiant  exportation  of  tbtft  article  from  the  weekly 
market  held  in  the  town,  to  ^vhich  the  inhabit 
tan^  c^  the  neighbouring  democratical  cantons 
refort,  in  order  to  purchafe  that  and  ot;ber  neccf- 
fiirks  in  which  their  own  country  ig  deficient. 
The  overphis  for  the  fupply  of  this  market  is 
drawn  from  Suabia  and  Alface*  This  comr% 
merce,  which,  together  with  the  paflage  of  the 
merchandife  for  Italy,  is  the  chief  fupport  of  the 
town,  might  be  exceedingly  improved  and  aug- 
mented, confidering  its  advantageous  fituation ; 
for  the  Reufs  iffues  from  the  I»ke,  pafles  through 
the  town ;  and  having  joined  the  Aar,  falls  into 
the  Rhine. 

The  cathedral  and  the  Jefiuts  church,  are  the 
only  public  buildings  worthy  of  oUervation ;  but 
ifaey  are  too  much  loaded  with  rich  ornaments, 
and  difgraced  by  bad  paintings.  In  the  cathe- 
dral is  an  organ  of  a  fine  tone,  and  of  an  extras 
ordinary  fize:  pf  :the  latter  you  may  judge  by 
the  dimenfions  of  the  center  pipe  ;  which,  as  the 
pricft  aflured  me,  is  forty  feet  in  length,  near 
three  in  breadth,  and  weighs  eleven  hundred 
pounds.  The  bridges  which  (kirt  the  town, 
round  the  edge  of  the  lake,  are  the  falbionable 
walks  of  the  place,  and  remarkable  for  their 
length.  Being  covered  at  top,  and  open  at  the 
fides,  they  a&rd  a  conftant  view  of  this  delight- 
ful and  romantic  country.  They  are  decorated 
with  coarfis  paintings,  reprefenting  the  hiftories 
of  the  Old  I'eftament,  the  battles  of  the  S^ifs, 
and  the  dance  of  Death. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Lucerne,  we  fent  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  General  Pfiffer,  a  native 
of  this  town,  and  an  officer  in  the  French  fervice. 

He 
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He  received  ui  immediately,  vhh  his  ufual  civi* 
iity^  and  fhewed  us  his  topographical  reprefen* 
tation  of  the  moft  mountainous  part  of  Swit* 
zerland,  which  well  deferves  the  accurate  at-' 
tention  of  the  curious  traveller.  It  is  a  mode} 
in  relief;  and  what  was  finiflied  in  1776,  com* 
prifcd  about  fiyty  Iquare  leagues,  in  the  cantons 
of  Lucerne,  Zug,  Berne,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Un« 
derwalden.  The  model  was  twelve  feet  long,  and 
nine  and  a  half  broad. 

,  The  compofition  is  principally  a  mafticof  char- 
coal, lime,  clay,  a  little  pitch,  with  a  thin  coat 
of  wax ;    and  is   fo  hard  as  to  be  trod  upon 
without  receiving  the  lead  damage.    The  whole 
is  paii^ted  with  different  colours^  reprefenting  the 
objeds  as  they  exift  in  nature.     It  is  worthy  of 
particular  obfervation,  that  not  only  the  woods 
of  oak,  beech,  pine,  and  other  trees^  are  dif- 
tinguiihed ;  but  alfo  that  the  ftrata  of  the  fcveral 
rocks  are-marked  ^  each  being  fiiaped  upon  the 
fpot,  and  formed  with  granite,  gravel,  calcare- 
ous ftone,  or  fucb  other  natural  fubftances  as 
compofe  the   original  mountains.     The  plan  is 
indeed  fo  minutely  exad,  that  it  comprifes  not 
only  all  the  mountains,  lakes,  rivers,  towfis,  vil- 
lages, and  forefts ;  but  every  cottage,  every  tor- 
rent,  every  bridge,  every  road,  and  even  every 
path  is  diftindly  and  accurately  reprefented. 

General  Pfiffer  has  already  been  employed  in 
thia  work  about  ten  years,  with  the  mpft  aftonifb^ 
ing  patience  and  afliduity :  he  has  himfelf  raifed 
the  plans  upon  the  fpots,  taken  the  elevations  of 
the  mountains,  and  laid  them  down  in  their  feve- 
^  ral  proportions.  In  the  profecution  of  this  labo- 
rious peii^ormance,  he  has  been  twice  arrefted 

for 
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for  a  fpy ;  and  in  the  popular  cantons  has  fre* 
quently  been  forced  to  work  by  moon-light,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  jealoufy  of  the  peafants,  who 
think  their  liberty  would  be  endangered,  fliould 
fo  exa£k  a  plan  be  taken  of  their  country.  As  be 
is  obliged  to  remain  fome  time  upon  the  tops  of 
the  Alps,  where  no  provifions  can  be  procured  ; 
he  generally  carries  with  him  a  few  ihe-goats, 
whofe  milk  fupplies  him  with  nourifliment.  In- 
deed his  perfeverance  in  furmounting^U  the  dif- 
ficulties, that  ncceflarily  have  arifen  in  the  courfe 
of  this  undertaking,  is  almoft  inconceivable* 
When  he  has  finiflied  any  particular  part,  he 
fends  for  the  peafants  and  chaffeurs  who  refide 
on  the  fpot,  and  bids  them  examine  accurately 
each  nMHxntaih ;  whether  it  correfponds,  as  far 
as  the  fmaUnefs  of  the  fcale  will  admit,  with 
its  natural  appearance :  then,  by  frequently  re- 
touching he  corre&s  the  deficiencies.  He  takes 
his  elevations  £rom  the  levei  ef  tfce  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne ;  whidi,  according  to  Mr.  de  Sauffure,  is 
about  fourteen  hundred  and  eight  feet  above  tiie 
Mediterranean. 

This  model,  exhibiting  the  moft  mountainous 
parts  of  Switzerland,  conveys  a  fublime  pidure 
of  inunenfe  Alps  piled  one  \^on  another :  as  if 
the  ftory  of  the  '1  itane  were  realized^  and  they 
had  fucceeded  (at  lead  in  one  fpot  of  the  globe) 
in  heaping  Ofla  upon  Pelion,  atid  Olympus  upon 
Ofla.  The  general  informed  me,  that  the  tops 
of  the  Alps  which  crofs  Switzerland  in  the  fame 
line,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  level ;  or  in  other 
words,  there  are  continued  chains  of  mountains 
of  the  fame  elevation,  rifmg  in  progreifion  to 
the  highcit  range  j   and  from  thence  gradually 

defcending 
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deicending   in   the   fame    proportion    towaFda 
Italy, 

He  is  exceedingly  polite  and  affable  to 
ftrangers,  and  ever  ready  to  be  of  any  fcrvice  to 
trayeHers,  in  pointing  out  the  bed  roads,  afid  in 
acquainting  them  with  the  places  moft  worthy  of 
obfervation. 

Near  Lucerne  is  Mount  Rlate,  formerly  called 
Mens  Pileatusj  from  the  Latin  word  piUa  ;  ita 
top  being  generally  covered  with  a  cloud  or  cap* 
This  word  has  been  corrupted  into  niatus  ;  and 
from  this  alteration  a  thoufand  ridiculous  ftories 
have  been  invented ;  among  others,  that  Pontius 
Pilate,  after  having  condemned  our  Saviour  to 
death,  was  feized  with  remorfe;  made  an  ex- 
curfion  into  Switzerland  ;  and  drowned  himfelf 
in  a  lake,  which  is  at  the  top  of  that  mountain. 
This  corruption  of  a  word,  and  the  abfurd  legend 
fabricated  4rom  its  alteration^  will  naturally  re- 
mind you  of  feveral  tables  of  fimilar  abfurdity^ 
which  are  ferioufly  related  by  the  Greek  writers  r 
a  circumflance  which  my  very  worthy  and  learn- 
ed friend  Mr«  Bryant,  has  fo  amplv  and  ably  diC* 
cuffed,  in  his  Analjjis  of  antient  Mythology. 

lam,  &c» 

POSTCRIPT. 

HAvmo,  in  three  fucceffive  vifits  to  Lucerne, 
obfcrved  the  gradual  progrcfs  of  General  Pfiffer^s 
model,  and  in  Auguft  1786  feen  it  finally  com- 
pleted, I  am  enabled  to  add  the  following  parti- 
culars, partly  from  my  own  obferviation,  and 
partly  communicated  by  the  ingenious  artift  him- 
felf. 

The 
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The  model  is  compofed  of  a  hundred  and  forty^ 
two  cooiparttnents  of  different  (izes  and  forms : 
they  are  rcfpeftively  numbered  ; .  and  the  whole 
ean  be  taken  to  pieces  and  united  with  almoft  as 
much  eafe  (if  we  may  compare  great  things,  with 
fmall)  as  the  diflefted  maps,  by  which  childten 
are  inftrufted  in  geography. 

The  lake  of  Lucerne,  nearly  the  center  of 
Switzerland,  forms  alfo  the  center  of  the  plan, 
which  lays  down  part  of  the  circumjacent  can- 
tons of  Zuric,  Zug,  Schweitz,  Underwalden, 
Lucerne,  and  Berne,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
mountains  of  Glarus.  It  xromprehends  a  fpace 
of  1 8^  leagues*  in  length,  and  1 1  in  breadth  i 
and  the  dimenfions  of  the  model  being  20  feet  f 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  1 2  in  breadth  ;  30j^ 
fquare  leagues  are  reprefented  on  a  parallelogram 
01  246  feet  j  or  about  two  Englifh  miles  and  i 
by  a  fquare  Englifh  foot* 

The  higheft  point  of  the  model  from  the  level 
of  the  center,  is  about  ten  inches ;  and  as  the  moft 
elevated  mountain  reprefented  therein  rifes  147S 
toifes,  or  9440  feet,  above  the  lake*  of  Lucerne, 
at  a  grofs  calculation,  the  height  of  an  inch  in  the 
model  is  equivalent  to  about  900  feet.  And  it  is 
a  matter  of  aftonifhnient  to  obferve  the  ftupendous 
works  of  nature  delineated  with  fuch  perfefl  re- 
femblance  in  fo  fmall  a  compafs. 

As  to  myfelf,  though  1  received  confiderabic 
fatisfadion  from  the  firft  view  of  this  extraor- 
dinary performance,  yet  I  again  contemplated  it 
with  much  more  pleafure,  and  ftili  greater  afto- 

•  A   leagae  h  equal  to  2,288  toifcs,    or  13,728  French 
feet,  or  14,643  Engliih  feet, 
f  French  feet. 
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mlhinent,  when  I  was  able  to  trace  on  it  many 
of  my  various  expeditions,  and  to  recognize  its 
forprifing  accuracy. 

The  general  began  this  elaborate  work  at  the 
igc  of  fifty,  and  thongh  now  in  the  feventicth 
year  of  his  age,  continues  his  annual  expeditions 
into  the  Alps,  with  a  fpirit  and  ardour  that  would 
fatigue  a  much  younger  perfon.  It  is  likewife  no 
lefs  entertaining  than  inftru&ive,  to  hear  him  ex- 
patiate, with  an  agreeable  viracity,  on  the  mod: 
interefting  objeds,  which  are  obferved  on  the 
model.  He  kindly  fupplied  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing remarks,  which  I  tranfcribe  from  my 
journal. 

According  to  a  rough  calculation,  the  height 
on  which  fnow  ufually  remains  during  fummer, 
roay  be  eftimated  at  1360  toifes,  or  8704  Englifli 
feet,  above  the  level  of  the  fea  ;  and  on  which  it 
never  melts,  at  .1448,  or  9164  feet. 

As  a  curious  inftance  of  divided  property^  \it 
pointed  out  the  promontory  called  Kieman,  on 
the  weftcrn  (bore  of  the  lake  of  Zug,  of  which 
the  ground  belongs  to  Lucerne,  the  timber  to 
Zug,  and  the  leaves  to  Schweitz.  As  a  proof 
of  aftonifhing  confidence,  he  fliewcd  me,  on  each 
fide  of  the  road  that  runs  through  the  valley  of 
Muotta,  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz,  feveral  ranges 
of  fmall  Ihops  uninhabited,  yet  filled  with  vari- 
ous goods,  of  which  the  prices  are  marked  :  any 
paffengers,  who  wifh  to  become  purchafers,  en- 
ter the  fliops,  take  away  the  merchandifc,  and 
depofit  the  price,  which  the  owners  call  for  in  the 
evening. 

Among  the  phajnomena  of  nature  he  men- 
tioned the  Rigif  an  infulated  mountain  near  the 
lake  of  Lucerne,  twenty-five  miles  in  circum- 

ferenccy 
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fercnce,  and  riHng  to  a  perpendicular  height  of 
more  than  four  thoufand  feet  above  the  furface  of 
the  lake  :  it  is  entirely  compofed  of  gravel  and 
pudding-ilone,  and  mud  have  been  formed  by 
the  waters.  The  Rigi  joins  to  a  fmall  ridge  of 
fand>ftone  running  towards  Schweitas. 

Mount  Pilate  oflfers  a  mod  fingular  curioii- 
ty.  At  the  elevation  of  five  thoufand  feet,  and 
in  the  mod  perpendicular  part  of  the  moun« 
tain,  near  the  pafture  of  Brunlen,  is  obfenred, 
in  the  middle  of  a  cavern  hollowed  in  a  black 
rock,  a  coloflal  ftatue,  which  appears  to  be  of 
white  (lone.  It  is  the  figure  of  a  man  in  dra- 
pery {landing,  leaning  one  elbow  on  a  pedeftal, 
with  one  leg  crofled  over  the  other,  and  fo  re« 
gularl]^  formed,  that  it  cannot  be  a  lufus  nature 
This  ftatue  is  called  Dominic  by  the  peafants, 
who  frequently  accoft  it  from  the  only  place  in 
which  it  can  be  feen,  and  when  their  voices  are 
re-echoed  from  the  cavern,  they  fay,*  in  the  fim- 
pUcity  of  their  hearts,  *'  Dominic  has  anfwered 
us.'* 

^  It  is  difEcuIt  to  imagine  by  whom,  or  in  what 
manner  this  ftatue  could  be  placed  in  a  fituation, 
which  has  hitherto  proved  inaccefiible  to  all  who 
have  endeavoured  to  approach  it.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  prefcnt  century,  one  Huber,  a 
native  of  Krientz,  a  neighbouring  village,  at* 
tempted  to  dcfcend  into  the  cavern  by  means  of 
ropes  let  down  from  the  fummit  of  the  rock :  he 
fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  gain  a  near  view  of  this 
iingular  phaenomenon,  and  was  again  drawn  up 
in  fafety.  On  a  fecond  trial,  as  lie  was  fufpendcd 
in  the  air,  and  was  endeavouring  to  drawiiimfelf 
into  the  cavern  by  fixing  a  grapple  to  the  ftatue^ 

the 
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the  cdrd  broke,  and  he  was  dafhed  to  pieces*. 

Since  that  dreadful  accident  no  one  has  ventared 

to  repeat  the  experiment  from  the  fame  quarter. 

Another  trial  to  penetrate  to  the  ftatue  was  made 

in  I  •'56,  by  General  Pfiffer  and  eight  perfons, 

from  a  fmall  opening  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 

moantain,  in  which  the  natives  colled  a  white 

fabftance  called  tnond-hch^  or  cream  of  the  moon. 

As  this  opening  is  fuppofed  to  communicate  with 

the  cavern,  the  general  and  his  companions  crept 

on  their  hands  and  knees  for  a  confiderable  wajr 

one  bfehind  the  other,  and  winding  in  the  bed  of 

a  fmall  torrent,  through  feveral  narrow  paiTages, 

they  at  length  difcovered  the  light  of  the  fua 

through  a  remote  chafm )    but  as  the  diftance 

feemed  very  confiderable,  and  as  the  fall  of  a 

fingle  (lone  might  have  obilruded  their  return, 

they  thought  it  imprudent  to  venture  any  further, 

and  retreated  without  having  effeded  their  pur* 

pofe. 
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Valky  of  Entlibucb — Zojtngen — Lake  of  ScmpacB 
^'-^Anniverfary  of  the  Battle. 


X  N  my  firft  ex]>edition  to  this  country,  I  fiad 
no  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  interior  parts  of 
the  canton  of  I  ucerne^  which  I  afterwards  tra- 
vcrfed  in  1785  and  iy%t>. 

On  both  thofe  occafions  I  paflfed  from  Benie 
to  Lucerne,  one  time  along  the  high  road  lead- 
ing  through  Zoflingen,  Surzce,  and  by  the  lake 
of  Sempach ;  at  the  other,  through  Langcnau, 
the  Emme-that,  and  the  valley  of  Entlibuch,  a 
diftri£l  .which,  though  nor  ufually  frequeated 
by  travellers,  yet  highly  defervcs  their  atten- 
tion. 

In  the  1 3th  century,  Entlibuch  was  Cubjeft  to 
the  counts  of  Wolhaufcn,  and  came 'by  purchafe. 
in  1 299,  to  the  emperor  Albert.  In  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  century  it  was  held  as  a  fief  from  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  by  feveral  fucceflive  counts  ;  of  thcfe 
the  laft,  Peter  of  Torrenbcrg,  having  grievoufly 
oppreffed  the  natives,  they  revohed,  and  in  1386 
threw  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  Lu- 
cerne. That  republic  continued  to  pofiefs  £n- 
tiibuch,  as  a  feudal  tenure  under  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  until  1405;  when  the  archduke  Frederic 
renounced  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty  in  favour 
of  Lucerne. 

For  above  a  century  and  an  half  fubfequeUt 
to  that  period,  the  inhabitants,  inflamed  with  a 
fptrit  of  independence,  and  excited  by  the  .ex« 
ample  of  the  neighbouring  popular  cantons^  fre- 
quently rofe  in  arms,  and  attempted  to  eftablifli 
a  democracy  ;  but  without  fuccefs.  Their  lafl: 
infurredion  broke  out  in  1653 ;  iincc  which  time 
they  have  continued  in  a  ftatc  of  pcrfeft  tran- 
quility, under  the  wife  adminiftration  of  Lu- 
cerne ;  and  have  enjoyed,  with  contentment, 
the  confiderable  privileges  with  which,  they  are 
endowed. 

The  bailliage  of  Entlibuch  extends  from  the 
Emme-chal  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  to  the  bridge 
near  Wertenftein,  about  fifteen  miles  in  length, 
and  nine  in  its  greateft  breadth ;  and  contains  at 
leaft  1 1 ,000  fouls.  It  is  governed  by  a  bailif, 
who  is  always  a  fenator  of  Lucerne :  he  continues 
in  oflice  two  years,  and  generally  refides  in  that 
capital.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  confiderable  im- 
munities,   which  they  know^how  to  prize. 

The  bailliage  is  divided  into  three  diftrids ; 

the    Upper,   or   Efchlifmat ;    the    Middle,    or 

Shuepfen  ;   the   Lower,    or    Entlibuch ;    each 

(^a  whereof 
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whereof  has  if  a  fepartte  courts  of  jjafliice,    from 
which  an  appeal  lies  to  Luceroe^ 

That  part  of  the  bailHage  which  I  iravcrfed»  is 
a  valley^  watered  by  fcvcral  lively  rivul^^ 
winding  for  fome  way  between  two  ridge^  of 
weiUwooded  hills,  and  abounding  in  pifkurcfquc 
fcenery.  Afterwards  the  country  was  undulat- 
ing, and  the  road>  which  was  narrow  and  rugged, 
ran  along  continoal  acdiivitie$  and  dedivicies^ 
through  well- cultivated  fields  of  pafture.  I 
paffed  through  fcveral  irillages,  of  which  the 
principal  were  Efchlifmat,  Sbuepfen,  and  EntU<» 
blicb,  which  takes  its  name  from  the  rivulet 
Enile,  and  gives  it  to  the  whole  diftri&»  Thcfe 
places  are  fmail;  but  idie  whole  country  is  ftrew- 
ed  with  cottages,  and  feems  a  continued  village, 
llie  inhabitants  chiefly  follow  agriculture  ;  they 
rear  large  quantities  of  horned  cattle,  flieep,  goats, 
and  fwine  i  make  and  export  cbeefcs  in  great 
abundance.  Though  ufually  richer  tha^  the  in- 
habitants in  the  other  parts  of  the  canton,  yet 
they  did  not  appear  fo  well  doathed,  or  to  poT- 
fefs  fuch  neat  cottages,  as  their  neighbours  in  the 
Emme-thaL  The  peafants  of  Enilibuch  are 
much  deemed  for  their  independent  fpirit,  vi- 
gour, and  ftrength  ;  remarkable  for  keenn^  and 
vivacity  ;  for  great  quicknefs  in  repartee  ^  for  a 
peculiarity  of  ^b ;  and  for  many  ftriking  cuf- 
toms  which  diitinguifli  them  from  the  natives  of 
the  circumjacent  diftrids.  Of  various  ufages, 
which  efcaped  my  notice  during  my  ihort  ftay 
among  them,  I  chanced  to  gain  information  of 
one  cuftom,  which  reminds  me  of  the  Fe/tennma 
Licentia  mentioned  by  Horace,    that  prevailed 

among 
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among  the  Roman  peafants.  Two  neighbouring 
pariflies  fend  a  challenge  to  each  other ;  and,  at 
the  concluiion  of  the  carnival,  each  difpatcdes 
a  man,  bedizened  with  flowers  and  (hells,  called 
firove'fnonday'embajffador  ;  who  rides  to  the  neigh- 
bouring village,  and  reads,  or  rather  lings,  two 
fatirical  cotnpofitions  in  vcrfe :  the  one,  a  gene^ 
ral  fatire  againft  the  parifh,  ufually  begins  by  cele- 
brating a  period  of  Swifs  hidory  accommodated 
to  the  circumftances  of  time  and  place;  then 
draws  a  comparifon  between  the  two  parishes,  giv- 
ing the  preference  to  his  own,  either  for  the  fu- 
perior  learning  and  piety  of  the  pricft,  the  wif- 
dom  and  impartiality  of  the  prefident,  the  induf- 
trr  and  fpirit  of  the  men,  the  beauty  and  chaftity 
or  the  women,  ind  the  education  of  the  children^ 
The  fecond  compofition  confifts  of  a  ftring  of  epi« 
grams  in  ridicule  of  particular  perfons ;  in  which 
any  fcand^lous  adventures,  or  ludicrous  circum- 
ftances, which  have  happened  fmce  the  laft  year, 
are  recorded  with  much  exaggeration.  The  poet 
finiihes  his  harangue  with  exprelling  a  wi(h,  that 
on  the  next  Shrove-monday  the  inhabitants  may 
improve,  a^d  not  defcrvc  fuch  a  feverc  repri- 
i;9and. 

On  the  conclufionof  this  le£ture,  which  creates 
much  laughter,  the  mock  enibajfador  returns  ;  and 
the  men  of  the  two  parilhes  repair,  with  drums 
beating  and  colours  flying,  to  an  open  place, 
called  the  Field  of  Battle^  followed  and  encourag- 
ed by  the  inhabitants  of  their  refpe£live  pariflies. 
When  the  two  armies  are  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  ;  the  combatants j  in  imitation  of  the  old 
Swifs  cuftom,  fall  dowji  upon  their  knees,  oflFer 

lip 
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up  a  ihort  prayer,   and  ftart  up  at  the  found  of 
the  trumpet. 

Having  formed  themfelves  into  two  columns 
of  feveral  ranks,  they  march  arm  in  arm,  with 
uniform  ftep  and  military  attitude ;  both  the  forc- 
moil  lines  meet  in  from  and  joftle  againft  each 
other,  being  fupported  and  pulhed  forwards  by 
the  hinder  files,  frequently  affifted  by  the  women, 
until  one  phalanx  is  broke.  ITie  viftorious  party 
is  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  Swifs^  and  thofe 
who  gave  way  are  called  Au/lriansj  in  allufion  to 
the  ancient  animofity  between  thofe  two  powers. 
The  jurymen  of  the  diftrid  are  prefent  as  um- 
pires, and  to  prevent  any  violent  difputes  and 
quarrels.  After  the  rencounter  both  parties  fit 
down  to  table,  and  the  day  is  concluded  with 
feafting. 

iVs  thofe  fatirical  compofitions  occafionally 
created  much  ilKwill  between  the  two  neighbour- 
ing pariffies,  and  the  rencounters  were  attended 
with  various  accid,ents^  the  government  of  Lu- 
cerne abplifhcd  the  cuftpm  ;  but  has  lately  per- 
mitted it  to  be  revived,  with '  certain  reftriflions 
calculated  to  prevent  any  future  tnifchief. 

The  valley  of  Entlibuch  may  be  confidered  as 
one  of  thofe  parts  which  unite  the  mild  and  cuU , 
tivated,  with  the  more  wild  and  rugged  fcenery 
of  Switzerland;  its  acclivities  gradually  afcend 
and  terminate  in  Mount  Pilate,  whbfe  barren  top 
is  fcen  towering  above  the  fertile  and  well- wooded 
hills. 

On  quitting  this  valley  we  crofled  the  Emme 
over  a  covered  bridge,  adinired  the  romantic 
pofitionof  Wertenflein,  a  convent  of  Cordeliers, 
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overhanging  the  perpendicular  banks  of  that  tor- 
rent {  and  pdffed  through  a  very  ftccp  and  rocky 
country  to  Makers,  a  fmall  village  within  a 
league  of  the  capital.  Here  being  a  confidera- 
ble  fair,  I  ftoppcd  and  dined  ^t  the  table  (Tbote^ 
in  company  with  feveral  gentlemen  from  Lu- 
cerne. In  walking  through  the  fair,  I  obferved 
feveral  booths  for  the  fale  of  artificial  flowers  ; 
'which  were  purchafed  by  the  country  girl$.  W  ith 
thefe  flowei:s,  and  with  four  bows  of  ribbands^ 
they  ornament  their  hats  which  they  adjuft  ob- 
liquely, with  a  degree  of  ruftic  coquetry  that  is 
not  unbecoming. 

Another  diftrift  of  this  canton,  is  that  part 
sAnch  I  vifited  in  1786,  along  the  high  road 
leading  from  Berne  to  Lycerne.  I  pafled  the 
night  at  ZofEngen,  a  fmall  town  in  the  canton  of 
Berne,  the  inhabitants  whereof  enjoy  greater  im- 
munities than  any  other  place  in  that  whole  can- 
tqja.  T^cy  have  their  ow;i  magift rates  \  and 
what  is  peculiar,  their  own  co.urts  of  juftice,  both 
civU  -and  criminal,  which  decide  in  the  laft  refort» 
withoi^t  an  appeal  to  Bern^e.  A  bailif  refides 
there  ;  but  his  whole  employment  confifts  in  col- 
lefling  the  tythes.  The  town  contains  about  two 
thoufand  fouls. 

Near  ZofEngen  I  entered  |he  canton  of  Lu-- 
cerne,  and  pafled  through  a  yiarrow  valley 
bounded  by  a  chain  of  hills  remarkable  for  the 
richnefs  and  variety  of  hanging  woods.  As  we 
.  proceeded  the  valley  expanded ;  we  Jraverfed 
a  gently  waving  country,  and  defcended  to  Sqr- 
zee,  a  fmall  neat  town  ntfar  the  lake  of  Sem- 
pacb.       From  thence  we  coafted  the  weft  fide 
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of  that  lake,  which  it  a  fmall  but  beautiful  piece- 
of  water,  about  three  miles  in  length,  ajdd  one 
in  brejEtdth.  The  grounds  on  each  fide  flope  gent- 
ly to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  ai'c  prettily 
checkered  with  wood.  On  the  oppofitc  banl^ 
of  the  lake,  I  obferved  the  town  of  3empach,  cele- 
brated for  the  battle  which  cftabliflied  the  liber- 
ty ot  the  Swifs ;  and  .which  I  have  already  me|i- 
tioned  in  the  preceding  letter.  Ihc  anniverfary 
of  that  battle;  ^hich  happened  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1386,  is  ftill  commemorated  with  great 
folcmnity  both  at  Semp^ch  and  Liicerne ;  ^nd 
fupplies  a  copious  fubje£t  for  many  poems  and 
ballads  in  the  numerous  collc&ion  of  national 
foDgs. 

On  that  anniverfary,  a  large  body  of  perfons 
of  all  rank$  aiTemble  on  the  fpot  where  the  battle 
was  fought ;  a  pried  afcends  a  pulpit  ere£ted  in 
the  open  air,  and  delivers  a  thankfgiying  fermon 
on  the  fuccefsful  efforts  of  their  anceftors  on  that 
happy  day,  which  enfurcd  to  their  country  liberty 
and  independence. 

On  th^  conclufion  of  this  fermon,  another 
prieft  reads  a  defcriptibn  of  the  battle,  and 
commemorates  the  names  of  thofe  brave  Swifs 
who  glorioufly  facrificed  their  lives  in  de- 
fence of  their  freedom.  Having  exhorted 
fhofe  who  are  prefent  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of 
their  countrymen,  and  of  the  enemies,  who  fell 
in  that  battle  ;  they  all  repair  inftantly  to  a  fmal( 
chapel,  where  maffcs  are  Fung  for  the  fouls  of 
the  deccafed.  During  this  fervice,  the  people, 
falling  on  theirknecs,  pray  for  their  glorious  an*- 
ccflors,'  cither  in  the  chapel,  on'whofe  walls  arc 
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painted  the  (d^eds  of  the  Swi&  whp  immortaliz- 
ed themfelves  in  this  conflid,  or  before  four 
{tone  crofles  lyhich  diftinguifh  the  place  of 
combat. 
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7 be  Lake  of  Lucerne — Gerifau — Scbweitx-^^rigin 
of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy — William  Tell — 
Altdoff. 


T, 


HE  Waldftaettcr  Sec,  or  the  Lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  is,  from  the  greatnefs  and  fubli- 
mity  as  well  as  variety  of  fcencry,  perhaps  the 
fineft  l)pdy  of  water  in  Switzerland.  The  upper 
branch  or  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  is  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs ;  the  fides  of  which  ftretch  from 
Kuifnacht  to  Dallcnwal,  %  fmall  village  near 
Stantz.  It  is  bounded  towards  the  town  of  Lu- 
cerne by  cultivated  hills  floping  gradually  to 
the  water,  contrafted  on  the  oppofite  (ide  by  an 
enormous  .mafs  of  barren  and  craggy  rocks.^ 
Mount  Pilate  rifes  boldly  from  the  lake,  and  is 
perhaps  one  of  (he  higheft  mountains  in  Switzer- 
land, if  eftimated  from  its  bafe,  and  not  from  the 
level  of  the  fea.     According  to  General  Pfiffer, 

its 
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its  elevation  above  the  lake  is  more,  than  fix 
thoufand  feet :  nevcrlhelefs  its  height  above  the 
Meditcrreanean  is  trifling,  in  comparifon  with 
that  of  the  Alps  we  are  going  to  vifit  j  nor  indeed 
does  the  fnow  continue  all  the  year  upon  its 
fumniit. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  branch,  the  lake 
contrads  into  a  narrow  creek  fcarcely  a  mile 
acrofs  ;  foon  after,  it  again  widens,  and  we  en- 
tered the  fecond  branch,  or  the  lake  of  Schweitz : 
on  the  weftern  fide  the  canton  of  Undcrwaldcn, 
on  the  caftern  that  of  Schweitz,  Here  the 
mountains  are  more  lofty,  and  infinitely  varied  : 
fomc  covered  to  their  very  fummits  with  the 
mod  lively  verdure ;  others  perpendicular  and 
craggy ;  here  forming  yaft  amphitheatres  of 
wood  ;  there  jutting  into  the  water  in  bold  pro- 
montories. 

On  t&e  eaftem  fide  of  this  branch,  is  the  vil- 
lage or  town  of  Gerifau,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rigi : 
It  is  the  fmalleft  republic  in  Europe.  Its  terri- 
tory is  about  a  league  in  breadth,  and  two  in 
length ;  fituated  partly  on  a  fmall  neck  of  land 
at  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  partly  lying  upon 
the  rapid  declivity  of  the  Rigi.  Jt  contains  about 
1200  inhabitants  :  they  have  their  general  aflem- 
bly  of  burgefles,  their  Landamman>  their  council 
df^regency,  their  courts  of  juftice,  and  their  mi- 
litia. I  was  informed,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle 
horfe  in  the  whole  territory  of  the  republic  \  as 
indeed  might  well  be  fuppofed :  for,  the  only 
way  of  arriving  at  the  town  is  by  water,  except- 
ing a  narrow  path  down  the  fteep  fides  of  the 
mountain,  which  is  almoft  impaflable.  Gerifau 
is  entirely  compofed  of  fcattered  houfes  and  cot- 
tages 
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tagcs  of  i  Very  neat  and  pifturcfque  appearance. 
Each  dwelling  is  provided  wiih  a  field  or  fmail 
garden.  ITie  inhabitants  arc  much  employed  in 
preparing  filk  for  the  manufa£lurcs  of  Bafle. 
rhis  little  republic  is  under  the  protection  of 
the  four  cantons.  Lucerne,  Urij  Schweitz,  and 
XJnderwalden  ;  and  in  cafe  of '  war  furnifhes  its 
quota  of  men.  To  the  ambitious  politician,  who 
judges  of  governments  by  extent  of  dominion 
and  power.  Inch  a  diminutive  republic  thrown 
into  an  obfcure  corner,  and  fcarcely  known  out 
•  of  its  own  contracted  territory,  muft  appear 
unworthy  ,of  notice ;  but  the  fmalleft  fpbt  of 
earth  on  which  civil  freedom  is  cultivated  and 
ilouriflies,  cannot  fail  of  intereftiug  thofe  who 
know  the  true  value  of  liberty  and  independence; 
and  are  convinced,  that  political  happinefs  dpes 
net  confift  in  great  opulence  and  extenfivc 
empire. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  branch  the  lake  forms 
a  confiderable  bay;  in  the  midft  of  which  lies 
the  village  of  Brunnen,  celebrated  for  the  treaty, 
concluded,  in  1515,  between  tJri,  Schweitz, 
and  Underwplden.  Here  I  Upded,  and  walked 
thrpugh  an  agreeable  and  fertile  plain,  laid  out 
in  meadows,  and  planted  Vrith  fruit  trees,  to 
Schweitz,  which  (lands  on  the  flope  of  a  hill, 
at  the  bottom  of  two  high,  (harp,  apd  rugged 
rocks,  called  the  Scbweitzcr-Haken.  Its  pofition 
is  extremely  agreeable.  The  church,  which  is 
a  large  magnificent  building,' (lands  in  the  center 
pf  the  place :  near  it  the  houfes  are  contiguous 
to  each  other :  but  in  the  other  parr  they  are 
prettily  difpcrfed  about  the  genile  acclivities,  in 
the  midft  of  lawns  and  meadows,  and  (heltered 
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i         ^y  groves  of  trees.    The  principal  objcft  of  cu- 
I  nouty  in  Schweitz,  is  a  complete  collc6Kon  of 

J  Ac  celebrated  Hetlinger's  medals,  poffeffed  by 

his  nephew.  This  cplleaion,  which  he  inherited 
from  bis  uncle,  is  very  valuable,  the  medals  be- 
iBg  all  of  the  fined  imprefSons,  and  feveral  ex- 
ticmcly  rare.  From  thefe  medals  Mr.  de  Mc- 
cbel  publiihed  his  much  edeemed  engravings, 
to  which  he  has  prefixed  a  life  of  the  artift,  who 
was  born  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz,  on  the  28th 
of  March  1691,  and  died  in  a  very  advanced 
age. 

Having  reimbarked  at  Brunnen,  we  foon  en- 
tered the  third  branch,  or  the  lake  of  Uri  \  the 
Icenery  of  which  is  fo  grand  and  fublime,  that  its 
iaipreifion  will  never  be  erafed  from  my  mind. 
Imagine  to  yourfelf  a  deep  and  narrow  lake 
about  nine  miles  in  length,  bordered  on  both 
fides  with  rocks  uncommonly  wild  and  roman- 
tic, and,  for  the  mod  part,  perpendicular }  with 
forefts  of  beech  and  pine  growing  down  their 
fides  to  the  very  edge  of  the  water :  indeed  the 
rocks  are  fo  entirely  deep  and  overhanging,  that 
we  fcarcely  obferved  more  than  four  or  five 
fyou  where  we  could  have  landed.  On  the 
right-band,  upon  our  fird  entrance,  a  detached 
piece  of  rock,  at  a^mall  didancefrom  the  (hore, 
engaged  our  attention.  This  rock  is  wholly 
formed  by  doncs  of  the  fizc  and  Ihape  of  bricks, 
fo  as  to  appear  quite  artificial.  The  fame  kind  of 
natural  mafonry  may  be  obferved  in  the  lofty  cliffk 
which  impend  over  this  lake,  not  far  from  Brun- 
4ien.  It  rifes  to  about  fixty  feet  in  height ;  is 
covered  with  underwood  and  (hrubs ;  atid  re- 
minded me  of  thore  crags  that  flioot  up  in  the 
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Fall  of  the  Rhine  near  Schaffhauren :  but  here 
the  lake  was  as  fmooth  as  cryftal ;  and  the 
filent,  foletnp  gloom  which  rcignec^  in  this  place, 
was  not  Icfs  awful  and  affeding  than  the  tremens 
dous  roaring  of  the  catarafi  in  the  other.  Some- 
what further,  upon  the  higheft  point  of  the  Sce- 
liiberg,  we  obfcrved  a  fmall  chapel  that  fecmcd 
inaccefllble }  and  below  it,  theJittle  village  of 
Gruti,  near  which  the  three  heroes  of  Swit- 
zerland arc  faid  to  have  taken  reciprocal  oaths 
of  fidelity,  when  they  planned  the  famous  re- 
volution. 

On  the  oppofitc  fide  appears  the  chapel  of 
William  Tell,    ercftcd  in  honour  of  that  hero, 
upon  the  very  fpot  where  (it  is  faid)  be  leaped 
from  tht  boat,  in  which  he  was  conveying  as 
a  prifoncr   to  Kufinacht.      It  is  built   upon  a 
rock  that  projeAs  into  the  lake  under  a  bang* 
ing  wood :    a  fituation  amid  fcenes  fo  ftrikingly 
awful,    as   mud   ftrongly  afFeft  even   the   molt 
dull    and  torpid   imagination !     On   the  infide 
of  this   chapel,  the  feveral   aftions  of  William 
Tell  are    coarfcly    painted.       While   we  were 
viewing  them,  we  obfcrved  the  countenances  of 
our  watermen  gliftcning  with    exultation,    and 
they  related  to  us,  with  much  fpirit  and  fenfibi- 
lity,  the  cruelties  and  tyriinny  of  Geflcr, "go- 
vernor of  Uri,  and  the   intrepid  behaviour  of 
iheir    glorious    deliverer.      Indeed   1   h^ve   fre- 
quently remarked    with    pleafure,  ^the   national 
enthufiaCm  uhich   fo.  generally  prevails  in  this 
country  j  and  have  greatly  admired  the  fire  and 
animation  with   \Hhich  the  people   difcpurfe   of 
tbofc   famous    men   amonc;   their  anccRcrs,    to 
whom  they  arc  indebted  for  that  happy  ftatc  of 
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independence  which  they  how  enjoy.  ITiis  laud-* 
able  fpirit  is  continually  fupported  and  encou- 
raged by  the  number  of  ftatues,  and  other  me- 
mdriab,  of  the  antient  Swifs  heroes,  which  are 
fo  common  in  every  town  and  village  thoughout 
Switzerland.  Among  thefe.  Tell  is  the  moil 
diftinguiibed,  and  he  feems  to  b^  the  peculiar 
favourite  of  the  common  people :  the  reafon  i^ 
obvious ;  for  his  ftory  partakes  greatly  of  the ' 
marvellous. 

A  few  years  ago  a  treatife,  entitled  Fable  Da* 
noife^  wals  publifhcd  at  Berne ;  in  which  the  au* 
thor  calls  in  queftion  the  biftory  of  William  Tell. 
Tho'  his  arguments  in  general  are  by  no  means 
conclufive;  yet  he  mentions  two  circumftances, 
which,  if  true,  are  convincing  proofs,  that  much 
fi£lion  is  interwoven  with  the  whole  account : 
for,  the  author  aflerts  that  the  incident  of  TelPa 
fhooting  the  apple  from  the  head  of  his  fbn,  is 
not  recorded  in  any  of  the  contemporary  hifto« 
rians,  although  they  give  the  minuted  accounts 
of  the  governor's  tyranny;  and  that  the  firft 
writer  who  takes  notifce  of  it,  is  Petcrmann  Et- 
teriin  of  Lucerne,  who  lived  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  near  two  hundred  years 
after  the  fad  is  fuppofed  to  have  happened.  Be- 
fides,  a  ftory  of  the  fame  kind  is  related  in  the 
Daniih  annals  by  Saxo  Grammaticus,  with 
fcarcf^ly  any  difference  but  that  of  names  :  Herod 
king  of  Dv^mnark  fupplies  the  place  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Uri ;  and  Tocco  that  of  William  Tell ; 
and  this  event,  which  is  faid  to  have  happened 
in  965,  is  attended  alfo  with  nearly  the  fame 
incidenJts>   as  thofe   recorded  in  the  Swifs  ac« 
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traordinarily,  as  often  as  occafion  requires;  and 
it  is  convoked  by  the  reigning  advoyer.  The  fa- 
hries  of  the  fenators  zri  as  follows } 

The  reigning  advoyer,  about   —   £.  363 

1  he  advoyer  out  of  office  —  1 57  10 

Senior  fcnator  —  -l-  ^g 

Chancellor        —        — .  — .  208 
Attorney  General,  including  his  fa- 

lary  of  fenator  —  —  100 

Junior  fenator  --•  -^  37  *o 

Oovernment  draws  its  principal  revenues^ 
iHrhich  do  not  amount  to  more  than  £.  1 2^500  per 
ann.  from  the  following  fources.  i.  A  tax, 
called  the  tax  on  fortifications ;  laid  on  the  funds 
of  the  tribes  and  monafteries  in  the  town,  and  on 
tbofe  of  parifhes  in  the  bailliages.  2.  Tythe^, 
and  rentes  foncieres  belonging  to  the  ftate. 
3.  Tolls.  4.  Excifc  on  wine.  5*  Intereft  of 
money  placed  out  in  the  canton  and  in  foreign 
countries.  6.  Monopoly  of  fait.  7.  Revenues 
from  the  bailliages.  -  8.  Subfidy  from  France ; 
about  £.  1 108.  9.  Sundry  fmall  fources,  fuch 
as  demefncsj  eftates,  falaries  of  vacant  bene- 
fices, &c. 

The  principal  departments  of  government  are, 
I.  The  tribunals  j  which  coniprife  the  interior 
courts  of  juftice,  and  the  Secret  Council,  confid- 
ing of  feven  members,  namely,  the  two  advoy- 
crs,  the  banneret,  the  tre^furcr,  the  firft  fenior  fe- 
nator, the  chancellor,  and  the  attorney-general ; 
in  cafe  any  of  thefe  perlons  (hould  be  abfent, 
their  places  are  fupplied  by  the  anticnt  fenators, 
according  to  feniority.     2.  The  boards  of  war. 

3.  Of 
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3«  Of  thofe  rights,  called  droits  regaliem.  4.  For 
finances,  agriculture,  an(\  public  buildings. 
5.  For  the  police.  6-  For  ccclefiaftical  affairs, 
charitable  infticutions,  and  fchools. 

The  burghers  of  Soleure  are  divided  into  art" 
tifnf  and  new ;  the  former  of  whom  are  alone 
capable  of  being  clewed  members  of  the  Great 
Council,  or  of  enjoying  any  (hare  in  the  ad-^ 
miniftration  of  affairs.  The  origin  of  this  . 
diftindion  is  to  be  dated  from  the  year  1681, 
from  the  following  caufes.  Several  foreign  fa- 
milies, which  fettled  at  Soleure  and  obtained  the 
right  of  burgherfhip,  being  admitted  into  the 
Great  Council,  gave  umbrage;  to  thofe  antient 
and  illuftrious  families,  whofe  anceftors  had,  by 
their  valour  and  prudence,  laid  the  foundation  of 
tne  republic.  In  order  to  prevent  the  further 
participation  of  honours  and  emoluments,  to 
which  they  conceived  themfelves  folcly  entitled, 
the  Great  Council  iffued  an  edid,  in  168  r,  that 
thofe  families  only,  which  at  that  epoch  en* 
joyed  the  rights  of  the  burgherfhip,  ihould  be  ex- 
dufively  qualified  to  hold  any  office  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  for  the  future,  no  perfon  ihould 
be  admitted  to  that  right,  until  the  families  then 
exifting  (hould  be  reduced  to  twenty-five.  It  was 
at  the  fame  time  ena&cd,  that  thefe  families  and 
their  defcendants  ihould  be  difliiiguilhed  by  the 
name  of  antient  burghers,  and  that  thofe,  who 
from  that  period  (hould  be  received,  into  the 
burgherfhip,  (hould  be  called  new  burghers.  It 
was  alfo  added,  that  any  burgher  who  (hould 
make  any  propofition  contrary  to  this  law,  (hould 
be  baniihed  from  the  canton,  and  that  his  goods 
Ihould  be  confifcated. 
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Befide  the  ezclufive  privilege  of  being  etf- 
titled  to  any  office  of  government,  the  antienf 
burghers^  enjoy  alfo  the  right  of  being  folely 
appointed  canons  in  the  chapters  of  Soleure 
and  Schcenenwortfi^  and  of  holding  any  eccle- 
fiaftical  benefice  in  the  gift  of  the  Setiatei  Biit 
as  there  are  at  prefent  a  great  deficiency  of  clergy* 
men  among  the  dntient  burghers,  it  will  probably 
foon  be  thoiight  neceflary  to  difpenfe  with  tbe  law 
on  this  article,  and  to  permit  the  new  burghers, 
and  every  fubjeft  of  the  canton,  to  be  canctidates 
for  vacant  livings. 

Hicre  are  about  eighty-five  families  who  pof- 
fefs  the  right  of  witient  burgherfliip,  and  of  thefe, 
about  thirty-four  of  the  mod  iHuftrious,  fopply 
the  members  of  the  Great  Council;  and  fill  all  the 
tarious  departments  of  government. 

The  rights  of  the  new  burghers  confift  in  no* 
minating  and  annually  confirming  tht  advoyer, 
tfie  banneret^  and  grand  fautier^  or  lieutenant 
of  the  police  ;  but,  as  they  always  choofe  thofe 
perfons,  who  are  fekSed  by  the  Senate,  as  they 
exercife  this  privilege  in  conjun6lion  with  the  an* 
tieni  burghers,  and  as,  by  the  tdiGt  of  168 1 ,  they 
muft  retire  from  the  aflbmbly  in  cafe  there  fliould 
be  any  di&ulty  or  oppofition;  this  right  of 
eleftion  may  be  confidcred  as  little  more  than  a 
mere  formality.  In  all  other  inftances,  except* 
itig  in  thofc  concerns  which  relate  to  govern, 
ment,  the  m^w  burghers  eikjoy  the  fame  privilege 
as  the  antienf  burghers  ;  fuch  as  freedom  of  trade 
and  commerce  ;•  of  being  proprietors  of  houfes 
and  land  in  the  capital  and  its  didrid.  They  are 
alfo  entitled  to  hold  fuch  ecclefiafticat  benefices 
as  are  in  the  gift  of  the  chapters  and  of  individuals. 

The 
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The  burghers,  both  antient  and  new,  afc  dif- 
tributcd  into  eleven  tribes  or  companies,  each 
vbereof  furniihes  three  fenators  and  fix  members 
of  the  Great  CounciU     Every  perfon  may  choofe 
the  company  into  which  he  infcribes  his  name  ; 
but  haying  once  infcribed   himfelf,   he   cannot 
change  it.     For  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  place 
as  foon  as  pofTible  in  the  government,  a  young 
noble  fele&s  that  company  in  which  there  is  fooa 
likely  to  be  a  vacancy ;  but  if  he  fixes  upon  one 
different  from  that  in  which  his  father  is  incorpo- 
rated)  he  mud  have  been  received  a  member  dur- 
ing a  whole  year,  before  he  can  be  a  candidate 
for  admiflion  into  the  Great  Council. 

The  general  affembly  oi  antient  and  ntw  burgh- 
ers, called  Rofengartenj  which  meets  on  St.  Joha 
the  Baptift's  day,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  or 
confirming  the  charges  of  advoyer,  banneret, 
and  grand  fautierj  is  a  ceremony  which  deferves 
to  be  defer ibed  for  its  fingularity ;  particularly  as  it  , 
will  alfo  convey  to  you  fome  idea  of  thofe  annual 
eleSions,  or  rather  confirmations,  of  the  princi-^ 
pal  officers,  which  take  place  in  mod  of  thefe 
ariftocratical  ftates. 

This  affembly  is  held  in  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  is  denominated  Rofengarten^  ox 
Garden  of  Rofes;  either  becaufe  a  nofegay  Qf 
flowers,  which  every  burgher  carries  in  his  hand,^ 
was  formerly  compofed  of  rofes ;  or,  as  others 
pretend,  becaufe  this  meeting  ufed  to  be  con- 
vened in  the  garden  of  the  Cordeliers,  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  called  the  Garden  of  Rofes. 
But,  inftead  of  Searching  into  fanciful  etymolo- 
gies, I  haften  to  defcribc  what  paffes  in  this  an- 
nual meeting* 
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Abdut  fix  in  the  morning,  the  advoyer  out  of 
office,  the  fcnators,  members  of  the  Great  Coun- 
dl,  and  the  antient  and  new  burghers,  affcmblc 
in  their  refpeftive  companies.  After  the  repeti- 
tion of  certain  figftals,  the  reigning  advoycr,  ac- 
compaiiied  by  the  chancellor,  the  fecretary  of  the 
finances,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  ftatc,  re- 
pair, WiAi  drums  beating  and  tf umpefs  founding, 
from  the  town-hoafe  to  the  church  of  the  Corr 
deliers  ;  ^here,  after  pfefenting  his  oflFcrinc;  upon 
the  altar  of  the  Virgin,  he  feats  himfelf  on  a 
throne,  which  is  placed  near  the  altar.  Sooa 
afterwards  the  fenators  and  remaining  members 
of  the  Great  Council  make  their  appearance  at  the 
head  of  their  refpeftivc  tribes ;  and  having  pre- 
fented  their  oflFerings,  keep  the  fame  rank  and 
{Rations,  which  they  maintained  on  entering  the 
church  ;  ihfi  advoyer  out  of  office  excepted,  who 
places  himfelf  near  his  colleague  on  the  throne^ 
At  the  conclufion  of  mafs  accompanied  with 
mufic,  all  but  the  burghers  retire,  and  the  doors 
of  the  church  are  clofed.  The  advoyer  rifing 
up,  with  his  fcepter  in  hrs  hand,  pronounces  an 
harangue;  then  delivering  up  the  fcepter  and 
feals,  refigns  his  dignity,  and  receives  the  thanks 
*  of  the  aflcmbly,  by  the  mouth  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral, for  his  zeal  and  attention  during  the  year 
of  his  government.  Next  follow,  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  refignations  of  the  banneret  and  of 
the  attorney  general  j  the  former  of  whom  is 
thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  aflcmbly,  by  the 
attorney  general,  and  the  latter  by  thp  advoyer 
who  has  juft  refigned. 

This  ceremony  being  finiflied,  the  two  ad- 
voycrs,  bannerets,  attorney  general^  and  antient 
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fenators,  retire  from  the  choir  to  another  part  of 
the  church  ;  and  the  chancellor  futnmoning  the 
junior  fenators  into  the  choir,  reacU  over  the 
name  of  each  ancient  fenator,  and  of  the  attor- 
ney general,  and  demands,  if  the  junior  fenators 
are  pleafed  to  confirm  them  in  their  charges  for 
another  year.  This  being  obtained,  the  chan- 
cellor and  junior  fenators  repair  to  the  aflembly^ 
in  the  body  of  the  church,  where  the  chancellor 
reads  over  the  names  of  the  fenior  fenators  and 
attorney  general  confirmed  by  the  juniors,  and 
demands  the  approbation  of  the  whole  aifembly 
of  burghers.  Upon  this  the  advoyer  who 
has  juft  refigned,  and  all  the  fenators,  except 
the  advoyer  out  of  ofHce  and  the  banneret,  come 
into  the  church,  and  take  their  refpedive  oaths. 
The  chancellor  then  acquainting  the  -aflfemhly, 
that  they  muft  proceed  to  the  eledion  of  the 
reigning  advoyer;  the  advoyer,  who  has  juft 
refigned,  propofes  his  colleague:  the  officer  of 
flate,  called  Grand  Sautier,  cries  out,  '^  Let  all 
thofe  who  choofe  to  ele£t  the  right  noble  A.  B. 
the  reigning  advoyer,  hold  up  their  hands  under 
oath  ;''  and  immediately  informing  the  advoyer 
of  his  ele£tion,  the  latter  comes  into  the  church, 
takes  the  oath  from  the  chancellor,  and  receives 
the  oath  from  the  Grand  Sautter.  The  eie£tion 
of  the  banneret  is  made  in  the  fame  manner :  the 
fame  perfon,  who  had  juft  refigned  his  office, 
being  propofed  to  the  affcmbly  by  the  reigning 
advoyer,  and  accepted,  gives  his  hand  to  the 
reigning  advoyer,  as  he  never  takes  the  oath  but 
in  time  of  war.  The  grand  fatitier  then  retiring, 
is  propofed  and  recommended  by  the  reigning 
advoyer,  and  re-entering  the  church,  he  alfo 
takes  the  oath  to  government. 

At 
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At  the  end  of  thefe  ele&ions,  feveral  decrees 
of  the  Great  Council  are  read,  and  particu* 
larly  that  which  relates  to  the  right  of  aniieta 
burgherihip,  and  the  ele&ion  of  the  advoyer, 
banneret,  and  grand  fautier  \  by  vrhich  it  is 
ena£ted,  that  in  cafe  any  oppofition  (hould  be 
made  to  the  regular  order  of  appointment,  the 
new  burgher  fhail  retire  from  the  aflcmbly,  and 
the  citron  be  veiled  folely  in  the  antient  burgh- 
ers. 

The  fame  magiftrates  are  always  re*eleded  or 
confirmed  in  their  feveral  places :  the  advoyer 
out  of  ofBce  is  appointed  reigning  advoyer ;  on 
the  death  of  cither  of  the  advoyers,  the  banneret 
is  of  courfe  appointed  to  the  vacant  office,  and 
is  fucceeded  by  the  treafurer,  only  undergoing 
the  formality  of  a  nomination. 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony,  the  doors 
of  the  church  are  thrown  open ;  the  reigning  ad- 
voyer, at  the  head  of  the  Senate,  paiTes  through 
two  lines  of  troops  under  arms  to  the  town-houfe, 
where  the  firft  magiftrate  and  the  antient  fenators 
confirm  the  junior  fenators  ;  after  which  he  re« 
turns  to  his  own  houfe,  accompanied  by  the  Se- 
nate and  members  of  the  Great  Council,  and  is 
complimented,  firft  by  (he  banneret,  and  after- 
wards by  the  chancellor. 

From  the  confideration  of  jhis  detail  we  may 
conclude,  that  thofe  authors  have  erred  who  call 
the  government  of  Sbleure  arifto-dehiocratical, 
for  it  is  certainly  z  moft  coibptete  ariftocracy  :  in- 
afmuch  as  the  fupreme  goveriiment  refidcs  in  the 
Great  Council,  the  members  whereof  are  exclu- 
fivcly  taken  from  the  anfient  burghers  ;  as  there 
arc  only  cighty-onc  families  which  enjoy  that 
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nght^  and  no  more  can  be  added  4intil  they  are 
reduced  to  twcnty-fiv ;  as  of  thefc  fcarcely  more 
than  thirty  enjoy  any  *(bare  in  the  government  i 
and  laftly,  ^s  the  elcdion  and  animai  confirma- 
tion of  the  principal  magiftrates  is  confined  to  the 
aniient  burghers,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  any  op- 
pofition  in  the  general  aflembly  called  Rofengar- 
Icn.  ITic  govci^nraent,  however,  under  whatfo- 
«Ter  dtle  it  may  be  clafled«  is  mild  and  equitab)e> 
^d  the  people  are  tranquil  sqid  contented* 
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Treaties    v>itb    France  —  Reflexions    on    Foreign 
Service* 


H  E    French  cmbaffador  to  the  Helvetic 
body  refides  in  Soleure,    and  diftributcs  thofc 
annual  penfions  which  the  king  his  mafter  has 
ftipulatcd  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  Catholic  can- 
tons.    Louis  the  Eleventh  was  the   firft  French 
monarch    who    employed    Swifs    troops ;     and 
granted  fubfidies    to  ftates,    which  have   frnce 
been  confiderably  augmented  by  his  fucceffors. 
The  perpetual  alliance   which  Francis  the  Firft 
concluded  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  foon  after  the 
battle  of  MarignanOy  is  confidcred  as  the  bafis 
of  every  fubfcqucnt  treaty  between  the  two  con- 
trafting  powers.    Several  of  that  king's  fuccefTors 
derived  confidcrablc  advantages  from  the  Swifs 
infantry  in  their  fervice :  they  aided  Henry  the 
Fourth  in  cftabli(hing  himfelf  upon  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors  ;  and  afliftcd  both  Louis  the  Thir- 
teenth and  his  fon,  in  the  feveral  wars  in  which 
they  were  engaged.    No  troops  indeed  have  ever 
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been  more  juftly  diftinguiflied  for  their  fidelitj^, 
valour,  and  excellent  difcipline. 

The  general  alliance  between  France  and  the 
whole  Helvetic  union,  ratified  by  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth in  166:2,  was  to  remain  in  force  during 
the  joiiit  lives  of  that  monarch,  and  his  fon  the 
dauphin,  and  for  eight  years  after  the  death  of 
either.  Towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  when 
Louis,  on  account  of  his  fon*s  death,  prqpofed 
to  renew  the  treaty  in  his  and  his  fucceflbr'« 
name,  the  Proteftant  cantons  refufed  their  con-  * 
fent :  and  it  was  concluded  only  with  the 
Catholic  cantons,  and  the  republic  of  the  VaU 
lais.  • 

This  alliance  differed  from  the  former  treaties 
in  the  following  very  effential  articles  :     It  fti- 
pulated  that,   in  cafe  the  kingdom  of   France 
ihould    be  invaded,    the  contrading   republics 
ihould  permit  an  additional  levy  to  be  raifed  at 
his    maiefty's   expence,    not  exceeding  fixteen 
thoufand  men  ;  that  in  cafe  the  Helvetic  body, 
or  any  particular  canton,  fhould  be  attacked  by ' 
a  foreign  power,  the  king  engaged  to  ailift  them 
with  as  many  forces  as  ihould  be  Judged  necefla* 
ry  ;  and  finally,  that  if  any  dittenpons  ihould 
arife  between  the  contrading  cantons,  his  majeity 
fhould,  at  the  rcqucfl  of  the  aggrieved  party,  try 
all  gentle  methods  of  effeding  a  reconciliation  ; 
but  if  thefe  ihould  fail,  the  king  agreed,  both  in 
his  own  name,  and  in  that  of  his  fucceiTor,  to 
compel   the '  aggreifor    to  abide  by  the  treaties 
concluded  betweeh  the  cantons  and  their  allies. 
This  lail  article,  as  it  feemed,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  authorize    the  interference   of  the  king  of 
France  with  the   politics  of  3witzerland,    ap- 
peared 
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4eared  dangerous  to  many  of  the  Swifs,  and  kb^ 
confiftent  with  that  abfolute  independence,  which 
they  had  hitherto  prised  above  all  other  ad- 
vantages. 

France  having  long  in  vain  attempted  to  per- 
fuade  the  Proteftant  cantons  to  accede  to  the  al- 
liance,  in  order  that  a  general  treaty  with  the 
whole  Helvetic  body  might  be  renewed,  at  length, 
^ter  much  oppoOtion  and  repeated  negociations^ 
jTucceeded  in  effefting  the  mej^ure»  This  iopi* 
portant  league  was  concluded  ^fi  Solcure  in 
May  1777,  between  the  king  of  France  on 
one  fide,  and  the  thirteen  cantons  and  their  allies 
on  the  other,   to  continue  in  force  duijng  fifty 

J  ears.  By  thu  treaty  it  is  agreed,  tb^t  if  the 
ingdom  of  France  flipuld  be  invaded,  the  can- 
tons and  their  allies  (hall  fiir ^ifli  an  additional 
levy  of  fix  thoidand  men  ;  and  if  the  cantons,  or 
any  of  their  allies,  Ihould  be  attacked,  the  king, 
if  required,  engages  to  fijimifli  them,  at  his  own 
ezpence,  with  fuch  (uceours  as  may  be  deemed 
neceflary. 

That  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Catholic 
cantons  in  17 '5,  which  related  to  the  mediation 
of  the  kinp,  in  cafe  any  difputes  fliould  suife  be* 
t  ween  the  thirteen  cantons^  is  very  properly  and 
wifely  omitted.  *       '• 

Before  this  alliance,  none  of  the  Proteftant 
ftates  received  any  penHons  from  France  :  but 
by  the  fixteenth  article,  the  Proteftants  of  Glarus 
and  Appenzel,  and  the  town  of  Bienne,  have 
agreed  to  accept  les  argents  de  paix  et  (P alliance^ 
as  thefe  fubfidies  are  here  called.  The  accept- 
ance of  penfions  derogates  greatly  from  that 
fpirit  of  abfolute  independence,    which  all  the 
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Proteftant  cantons  and  ftatcs  of  Switzerland  have 
hitherto  affc&ed  to  profefs  ;  and  it  would  have 
reflected  much  greater  honour  on  the  Swifs  na« 
tion,  i£  the  whole  body  had  imitated  Zuric, 
Berne,  Bafle^  and  Schaffhaufen,  in  forming  the 
league  upon  terms  of  perfeft  equality,  and  rc- 
jeding  the  proflfered  penfionsv  which  give  an  air 
of  venality  to  their  treaties  with  France. 

It  has  long  been  a  controverted  queftion,  whe« 
ther  Switzerland  gains  or  lofes  by  lurnifhing,  ac* 
cording  to  the  tenor  of  her  alliance  with  France, 
Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Holland,  fuch  numbers  of 
her  natives  to  ferve  ip  foreigp  armies.    That  the 
fidelity  of  thefe  troops  is  fo  well  recognifed,  as  to 
be  chofcn  to  be  the   life-guards   of  feveral  fo- 
^vereigns,  is  a  circumftance  which  undoubtedly 
redounds  much  to  the  honour  of  the  national 
character  :   but,   on  the  other  hand,  to  traffic 
with    the    blood    of   fubjeds,   and,  for  paltry 
fubfidies,  to  fight  the  battle  of  any  king,  in  any 
caufe,  feems  to  betray  a  mercenary  fpirit,  uncon- 
trouled  by  confiderations  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
It  has  been  urged,  that  if  Switzerland  did  not 
fumifli  thefe  fupplies  to  foreign  nations,    (he 
would  be  over-ftocked  with  inhabitants ;    and 
that   the  nativ^es    would  be  obliged,    like  the 
northern  hives  of  old,  to  emigrate  for  fubfiftence : 
for  in  many  parts  there  is  no  commerce,  and 
the  mountainous  trads  cannot  fupply  fufficient 
provifion  for  fuch  a  numerous  people.     In  re- 
ply to   this  reafoning,  it  may  be  alleged,  that 
the  Swifs  do  not  ufe  all  the  refources  in  their 
power :  commerce  might  be  more  generally  cul- 
tivated and  encouraged ;   as  there  is  no  part  of 
Switzerland  far  removed  from  the  principal  ri- 
vers 
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accounted*  Neverthelcfsy  it  k  far  from  being 
a  neceiTary  confequence,  that,  bccaufe  the  aU'« 
thcnticity  of  the  (lory  concerniog^  the  apple  is 
liable  to  (ome  doubts ;  therefore  cbe  whole  tra* 
dition  relating  to  Tell  is  febulous*  Neither  is 
it  a  proof  againft  the  reality  of  a  fa^  that  it  is 
not  mentioned  by  anv  coatemporary  hiftorisM# 
The  general  hift^ry  ot  William  Tell  is  repeatedly 
cdcbratedrin  feveral  old  German  fongs,  fore* 
markable  for  their  ancient  dialed  and  (implicity^ 
as  aimed  to  raife  the  deeds  they  celebrate  above 
all  reafonable  fufpicion :  add  to  this,  the  con- 
ftant  tradiciofi  of  the  country,  together  with  two 
chapels  ere^cd  fome  centuries  ago,  in  memory 
of  his  exploits;. 

The  three  cantons  were  fo  much  offended  with 
the  author  fpr  throwing  any  doubt  upon  the  ez« 
ploits  of  their  antient  hero,  that  they  prefented 
a  rcmonllrance  to  the  fovereign  council  of 
Berne :  and  the  pamphlet  was  publicly  Burnt  at 
Uri,  In  this  indance  their  national  prejudices 
(if  they  really  deferve  that  name)  become,  in  fome 
nt^afure,  meritorious  and  refpedable* 

Upon  our  landing  at  Fluellen,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obferving  that  the  crois-bow  is  ftill  much 
ufed  in  thefe  parts,  as  I  faw  feveral  very  young 
boys^  each  with  that  inftrumcnt  in  his  hand. 
There  happened  to  be  a  butt  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  place  ;  and  I  gave  them  to  underlland, 
that  thde  who  hit  the  mark  fhould  receive  a 

penny 

*  As  Sazo  GramtDaticus  is  a«  author  but  little  knowo^  and 
the  pafTage  in  queftton  is  exceedingly  curious ;  the  reader  will 
find  it  inferted  nearly  at  the  end  of  this  volnme.  It  is  bur  jutlrce  to 
ttdd,  that  fome  perfons  queftion  cbe  authenticity  of  tLi»  paflt^e, 
and  fuppofe  it  to  be  fpurious. 
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l^ny  for  their  dexterity.  Upon  this  intima- 
cion^  three  boys  took,  aim  fucceffivcly,  two  of 
whom  touched  the  very  center  of  the,  butt,  and 
obtained  the  prize  accordingly :  but,  the  third 
miffing,  I  made  him  (hoot  till  he  hit  the  mark  $ 
\7hich,  after  two  or  three  trials,  he  at  length  pec- 
formed. 

From  Fluellen  we  walked  to  Attdorf,  the  capi- 
tal burgh  of  the  canton  of  Uri,  (ituated  in  a 
liarrow  vale  almofl:  entirely  furrounded  by  ftu- 
pendous  mountains.  It  contains  feveral  neat 
houfes  \  the  tops  whereof  are  covered  with  large 
ftones^  in  order  to  prevent  the  roofs  'being  car- 
ried away  by  thofe  violent  hurricanes  which  are 
frequent  in  thefe  mountainous  countries. 

When  the  greateft  part  of  Helvetia  was  fub- 
Jeft  to  the  empire;  the  inhabitants  of  Uri, 
Schweit7,  and  Underwaldcn,  had  long  enjoyed 
the  mod  confiderable  privileges,  particularly  the 
right  of  being  governed  by  their  own  magif*- 
trates :  the  clergy  and  many  of  the  nobles,  in- 
deed, had  fiefs  and  fubjedh  in  thofe  refpedive 
territories ;  but  the  balk  of  the  people  formed 
ieveral  communities  almoft.  totally  independent. 
During  the  twelfth  century,  various  difputes 
between  thefe  three  cantons  and  the  emperors, 
united  them  more  firr^ly  than  ever ;  and  they 
were  accuftomcd, ,  every  ten  years,  t6  renew- for- 
mally, their  alliance.  Such  was  their  fituation 
at  thcdeath  of  Frederic  II.  in  lasoif  From  this 
period^.or  Jbon  afterwards,'  commences  the  in- 
leirregBum  in  the  empire  :  durjng  which  time  of 
.anarchy  andcjonfufioUj  the  nobles  and  bilhops 
endeavouring  to  extend'their  power,  and  to  e«- 
cro^7:h  upon  the  privileges  of  the  people  ;  Uri, 
Vol.  I.  R  Schwcita, 
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Schweitz,  and  Undcrwaldcn,  put  themfelvcs  an> 
dcr  the  prote£tion  of  Rhodolph  of  Hapfburgh, 
who,  in  ,1273,  being  chofen  emperor,  terminated 
the*  interregnum.  Rhodolph  received  a  fmalt 
revenue  from  thefe  Cantons,  and  appointed  a 
governor,  who  had  cognizance  in  all  criminal 
caufes :  the  rights,  however,  and  privileges  of 
the  people  were  exprcfsly  refcrved. 

Rhodolph,  fome  time  after  his  acceflion  to 
the  imperial  throne,  lifteiied  to  the  ambitious 
fchemes  of  his  fon  Albert,  who  was  defirous  to 
form  Helvetia  into  a  dutchy.  For  this  purpofc 
the  emperor  purchafed  the  domains  of  feveral 
abbeys,  and  other  confiderable  fiefs  in  Switzer- 
land, as  well  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz  as  in  the 
n.cighbouring  territories.  The  three  cantons^ 
induced  by  the  great  incrcafe  of  power,  which  the 
emperor  gained  by  this  accjuifition,  prudently  re- 
newed their  aUiance,  and  obtained  a  confirmation 
of  their  privileges :  which,  upon  the  death  of 
.  Rhodolph,  was  confirmed  by  his  fucceffor  AdoU 
phus  of  Naflfau.  But  whea  Albert  was  after- 
tvards  eleded  emperor,  he  refufed  to  ratify  their 
rights :  and,  in  order  totally  to  fubdue  the  people^ 
placed  over  them  t^o  governors,  ,who  were 
guilty  of  many  flagitious  a£ts  of  tyranny  and  op- 
prcffion. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  Wertier  de.Staf- 
fach  of  Schweitz,  Walther  Furft  of  Uri,  and 
Arnold  de  Meichthal  of  Underwalden,  planned 
the  famous  revolution,,  wjiich  took  place  J^tiuaff 
;  3,  130S,  and  rcftored  liberty  to  the  three  can- 
tons. Albert,  while  ht  was  preparing  to  attack  , 
tbcm,  was  aflaiTmated  by  his  nephew  'John  of 

•      HapfbOrgB. 
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Hapfburgh*,^  In  1 3 1 5,  Leopold  duke  of  Auftria 
marched  againft  the  confederate  cantons^  at  the 
bead  of  twenty  thoufand  troops,  and,  endeavour- 
ing to  force  his  way  into  Schweitz  at  the  ftreighcs 
of  Morgarten,  received  a  total  defeat  from  thir- 
teen hundred  Swifs,  who  were  ported  upon  the 
mountains.  If  we  may  believe  contemporary 
hiflorians,.  the  Swifs  loft  but  fourteen  men  in 
this  memorable  engagement,  which  infured 
their  independence.  In  the  fame  year  the 
three  cantons  contrafted  a  perpetual  alliance, 
which  was  ratified  at  Brunnen ;  and  is  the  grand 
foundation  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy.  Such 
were  the  feeble  beginnings  of  a  league,  fince  be> 
come  fo  formidable  by  the  acceffion  of  ten  more 
cantons,  and  by  the  additional  ftrength  gf  its 
numerous  allies  :  and  ,  it  is  remarkable,  that 
Switzerland  is  the  only  country  which, .on  the 
one  fide,  has  confined  the  limits  of  the  German 
empire  ;  and,  on  the  other,  has  fet  bounds  to 
the  French  monarchy,  which  the  latter  has.  never  • 
tranfgreffed. 

The  name  of  Schweitzerland,  or  Switzerland,  . 
ttrhich  originally  comprehended  only  the  three 
cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden, 
was  afterwards  extended  to  all  Helvetia.  It  de- 
rived that  appdlatioa  cither  from  the  canton  of 
Schweitz,  as  havih'g  particularly  dittinguiflied  it- 
felf  in*  the  revolution  oi  130I5,  and  alfo  at  the 
battte  of,  Morgarten  ;  or  becaufe  the  Auftrians 
called  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountainous 
patts,  by  the  general  denomination  of  Schwcit- 

*  ♦  Sec  Letter  14. 

R  2  Switzerland 
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Switzerland  was  the  rock  on  which  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  fplif,  during  more  than  a  century. 
Blinded  with  refentment  againft  their  former  fub- 
jeQis,  and  anxious  to  recover  their  loft  domains 
in  thcfe  parts  ;    the  feveral  dukes  led  in  pcrfon 
confiderable  armies  to  fubduc  a  nation,  whofc 
fpifit  was  unconquerable  ;    and  to  obtain  pof- 
fefSon  of  a  country,  which,    from  its  fituation, 
was  eafily  defended  by  a  handful  of  men  againft 
the  moft  numerous  troops.     Within  the  period 
irbove-mentioned,  they  negleftcd  feveral  oppor- 
tunities of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  other  parts; 
and^  flighting  what  was  more  feafible^  bent  their 
whole  efforts  to  acquire  what  in  its  very  nature 
was*  unattainable.     The  eonfequencc  of  this  mif- 
taken  policy,  was,  a  continued  fuccefllon  of  de- 
feats, attended  with  a  prodigious  expence,  and 
(he  lofs.  of  their  braveft  troops  :  until  at  length, 
convinced  of  their  error,  they  totally  relinquimed 
an  attempt,  in  which  they  had  expen(ikd  fo  much 
fruitlefs   blood  and  treafure.     But  although  fe- 
veral emperors  of  that  Houfe  occafionally  made 
alliances  with  the  Swifs  cantons  ;  yet  U  was  not 
tilt  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  that  their  indepen- 
dence'was  fully  and  finally  acknowledged,   by 
Ferdirta'nd  III.  and  the  wj^ole  empire.' 
.    The  government  of  Url  .arid  Schweite  is  en- 
tirely democraticat,  and  nearly  the  fame.     The 
fuprcmc   power  rqfides   in- the  peopSieat. 'farg^Cj 
who  are  divided  into  feveral^commuQities,':frcMRp^ 
which  are  chofcn  the  councils  of,  ^cgcncyv    la 
the  Lands 'gemeind^    or  general   aflcmbly,    ihe 
Landamman,  and  the  prmcipal  magiftratcs,  arc. 
clewed ;  and  every  burgher,  at  the  age  of  folir- 
teen  in  the  cantons  of  Uri  stad  Under walden  ;  and 

of 
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of  fifteen  in  Schwckz  ;  has  a  right  to  vote.  The 
councils  of  regency  in  Uri  and  Schweitz  confili 
each  of  (ixty  members,  and  rcfide  at  the  capital 
burghs.  In  this  council  the  cxcc«tive  power  is 
vcfted,  and  from  this  body  the  principal  magi- 
Urates  are  chofen. 

Thcfc  two  cantons  contain,  including  their 
fubjeds,  about  fifty  thoufand  fouis,  and  in  cafe 
of  ncceffity  could  turniOi  above  twelve  thoufand 
militia.  All  the  Catholic  cantons  enjoy  confider-. 
able  fubfidics  from  France.  Every^  burgher,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  in  Uri,  receives  annually 
about  fix  livres,  or  five  fhillings  j  the  Landam- 
man  and  the  magifirates  more  in  proportion. 
The  canton  of  Schweitz  being  for  fome  timcdif- 
contented  with  France,  withdrew  its  troops  from 
that  fervicc  :  but  this  year  the  matter  has  been 
accommodated  ;  and  the  king  pays  annually  to 
every  male  child  of  a  burgher  four  livres,  com- 
mencing from  the  time  of  his  birth. 

The  fame  kind  of  foil,  and  the  fame  fort  of 
produ&ionst  are  common  to  the  two  tantons  : 
the   whole    country   being   rupgcd  and  moun- 
tainous, confifts  chiefly  of  pafturcj    but   raifes 
little  corn,  and  has  no  vines.     We  cannot  but 
obferve   with  aftonifliment,    to   what  a  degree 
of  fertility  the  natives  have  improved  a  land,  na- 
turally  barren,  and  for  which  they  t ought  with  as 
much  zeal  and  intrepidity,  as  if  they  contended 
for  the  richeft  plains  of  bicily  or  Afia  Minor. 
In   thefc    little  dcmocratical   ftates,    fumptuary 
laws  are  not  neccfiary, ;  for,  they  fcarcely  know,  ^ 
even  in   idea,  what  luxury  is.     Such  indeed  i^ 
the  purfty,  or  (as  fome  perhaps  would  call  it; 
the  aufterity  of  morals,  which  ftill  prevails  among 

thefr 
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I  thcfc  people,  as  cannot  eafily  be  iinapincd  by  th^ 

I  ]nh^bitants  of  great  ^nd  opulent  cities :  and  I 

cannot   rcflcflt    on    that   aflfcftionate   patriotifni 
I  which  fo  ftrongly  attaches  them  to  their  country, 

without  calling  to  mind  that  beautiful  defcrip- 
;  tion  of  the  iSwifs  peafant,   in  Goldfmith's  Tra- 

i  veller : 

I 

**  De^  is,  thntjked  to  ivAicA  /its  foul  conforms, 

•*  y!ntl  tiear  that  hilt  *which  lifts  him  to  the  fioirms  : 
'  •*  And  ns  a  thild^    *when  fearing  founds  molefi^ 

•*  Oinga  chft  and  clofer  to  the  mother^ s  hreajl  ; 

**  ^0  the.  loud  torrent^    and  the  ^hirlnvind's  roar^ 
'  "   But  bind  him  to  his  natin^e  mountains  more** 

Every  ftep  we  now  advance  is  treading,  as  it 
were,  upon  facred  ground  j  monuments  continu- 
ally occurring  of  thofe  memorable  battles,  by 
which  the  Swifs  rcfcued  themfclves  from  oppref- 
fion,  and  fecured  the  enjoyment  of  their  invalu- 
able freedom.  I  am  now  indeed  in  the  very 
center  of  civil  liberty  ;  would  1  could  add  of  re- 
ligious, too  !  but  the  church  of  Rome  is  here  cx- 
clufively  eflablifhed.  It  muft  be  acknowledged, 
however,  thnt  this  intolerant  fpirit  is  not  wholly 
confined  to  the  Catholic  cantons  ;  for,  in  ihofc 
where  the  Proteftants  prevail,  Calvinifm  is  alon? 
iidn:itted  :  and  thus  a  nation,  who  prides  herfclf 
upon  her  freedom,  denies  the  free  exercifc  of  re- 
ligion to  every  other  fefl:  except  that  which  pre- 
dominates. Is  not  this  ftriking  at  the  firft  prin- 
ciple, and  mod  valuable  privilege,  of  genuine 
Hbcrty  ? 

Long  as  my  letter  already,  is,  I  cannot  forbear 
mentioning  a  peculiar  cuflom  x>bfcrved  in  fome  of 
tliefe  democratical  dates :  every  perfon  who  is 

chofen 


Uri  and  Sebweit^.  247 

ehoftn  for  a  bailliage,  or  any  lucrative  office,  is 
obliged  to  pay  a  certain  .  ftipulated  Aim  into  the 
public  fund.  This  pradice  is  attended  with  one 
ill  confequence  at  leaft ;  as  the  fuccefsful  candl.- 
date  is  in  fome  meafure  authorifed  to  ftretch  his 
prerogatives,  in  order  to  fwell  the  profits  of  his 
charge.  Accordingly  it  is  a  general  remark,  that 
in  the  common  bailliages  the  bailifs^  appointed 
by  the  popular  cantons,  are  more  apt  to  b^ 
guilty  of  exaftions  than  thofe  of  the  ariftocratica) 
republics^ 

I  am,  &Cf 
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Canton  of  Vnderwalden — SameSaxefen — Tom^ 
and  CharaSer  of  Nicholas  de  Flue — Stant^--^ 
Engelberg-^P(tffhge  over  tie  Sur^  Alfi  fa 
Jltdorf 


INSTEAD  of  proccedlnsf,  as  ini  my  former 
tour,  from  Lucerne  to  Altdorf  by  water,  I  made 
an  agreeable  excurfion  to  Same,  Saxelen,  and 
Stanrz,  in  the  canton  of  Underwalden,  vifitcd 
the  abbey  of  Engelbcrg,  and  travcrfe<i  the  Suren 
alps  to  Altdorf* 

Having  difpatched  my  baggage  by  water  to 
Altdorf,  I  v^alked,  in  company  with  Mr.  Mcyer^ 
member  of  the  Great  Council  of  Lucerne^ 
through  a  pleafant'^  plain,  lying  between  Mount 
Pilate  and  an  oppofite  ridge  of  hills,  to  Winkc,  s^ 
Villa^^e  fituated  op  an  inlet  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne* 
There  I  took  boat,  and  rowing  acrofs  the  inlet, 
dilcmbarked  near  Alpnacb^  \xi  the  canton  of  Ui\- 

dcrwaldcn^ 
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dcrwalden,  and  continued  along  a  foot-way^ 
which  winds  through  enclofures  of  rich.pafture- 
land^  browfed  by  numerous  herds  of  find  cattle^ 
and  prettily  checkered  with  fcattcrcd  cottages^ 
Having  crofled  a  fmall  river,  I  arrived  at  Same, 
the  capital  burgh  of  that  divifion  of  the  cantoa 
called  Oberwaldcn,  wherein  the  Land-rath^  or 
fupreme  court  of  judicature,  affembles  for  the 
purpofc  of  deciding  civil  and  criminal  proceiTes* 
This  tribunal  is  ^ompofed  of  fifty-eight  judges, 
who  are  chofen  by  the  people,  and  continue  in 
office  for  life.  In  criminal  affairs  of  any  notori- 
cty»  ^ach  of  thefe  fifty-eight  is  empowered  to 
bring  into  court  two  individuals ;  and  this  whole 
tribunal,  thus  confiding  of  a  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-four  members,  affembles  in  a  large  open 
hall  in  the  town-houfe,  and  pafles  final  fen« 
tence. 

At  Same  I  embarked  upon  the  Aa,  and 
afcending  its  ftream,  entered  the  lake  of  Same  : 
this  piece  of  water,  about  three  miles  long,  and 
o&e  and  a  half  broad,  is  pleafantly  cnclolied  be* 
tween  the  mountains,  and  its  rifing  borders  arc 
richly  variegated  with  paftiircs  and  trees.  I 
landed  at  Saxclen,  which  ftands  oh  its  weftcm 
ihore  ;  a  neat  village  much  frequented  in  thefe 
parts,  2^  being  the  native  place  of  the  celebrated 
faint  and  patriot  Nicholas  de  Flue,  to  whofc 
honour  a  church  has  been  lately  erected  at  a  con- 
iiderable  expence.  The  interior  is  ornamemed 
in  apleafing  ftyIe*of  architefture.  Ten  elegant 
columns  of  black  marble  fupport  the  roof :  they 
are  about  twenty«four  feet  in  height,  and  many 
of  them  arc  of  a  fingle  piece*  They  were 
hewn  out  of  a  quarry  in  the  Melcbthal,  about 

nine 
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pine  miles  from  Saxelen,  and  were  dragged  frooi 
thence  by  the  pcafants,  who  voluntarily  per- 
formed this  taflc,  which  they  confidered  as  ao 
^€t  of  religious  duty  :  a  laborious  enterprife,  to 
convey  fuch  heavy  burdens  down  ftcep  prccipi€cs 
^nd  over  rugged  pathlefs  rocks,  where  they  could 
neither  be  affifted  by  horfes  or  oxen  ! 

Under  a  glafs-cafe  ;n  the  midft  of  this  church, 
are  dcpofited  the  bones  of  this  favourite  objcft  of 
jiational  woribip,  fantaftically  ornamented,  ac- 
cording to  the  Roman  Catholic  cuftom,  with  gold 
and  precious  ftones.  His  real  burial  place  is  fliil 
to  be  feen  in  a  fmall  adjoining  chapel :  it  is  a  fim- 
ple  grave>ftone,  on  which  his  figure  is  coarfely 
carved  in  (tone,  the  work  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived.  At  a  fmall  height  over  this  antient  mor 
nument,  is  placed  another  grave-ftone,  bearing 
aifo  his  figure,  executed  in  later  times,  lefs  rude^ 
but  ftill  of  coarfc  workmahfliip. 

On  entering  this  chapel,  I  obfenred  numerous 
pilgrims  of  both  fexcs,  who  were  kneeling  before 
bis  tomby  and  praying  with  the  greateft  fervency. 
Many,  in  the  ardour  of  devotion,  threw  them* 
fclves  between  the  two  grave*flones,  and  ftretch- 
ing  thcmfelves  upon  the  mod  antient  figure,  re- 
peatedly kified  and  embraced  it. 

Nicholas  de  Flue,  this  obje£t  of  national  en- 
thufiafm,  was  born  at  Saxelen  in  1417.  De-p 
fcended  from  an  antient  family,  he  fignalized 
bimfeif  in  defence  of  his  country,  and  particu- 
larly during .  the  war  which  the  Swifs  fupported 
againft  Sigifmond  arckduke  of  Auftria.  He  was 
no  lefs  remarkable  for  humanity  than  valoun 
He  rcmonftrated  to  his  countrymen  preparing  to 
pillage  and  burn  the  convent  of  St.  Margaret 
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near  Dieffenhofen.  He  exclaimed  :  **  If  God 
grants  you  the  vi£kory  over  your  enemies,  ufe  it 
with  moderation ;  and  fparc  thofe  edifices  whiclj 
are  confecrarcd  to  him."  This  remonftrance  was 
attended  with  effed,  and  the  convent  was  favedl 
from  deflruftion.  To  the  mod  excellent  quar 
lities  of  the  heart  and  underftanding,  to  great 
political  fagacity  he  added  the  exterior  graces  of 
figure,  dignity  of  charaQer,  and  the  moft  win? 
ning  affability  of  manners.  Raifed  by  his  coun- 
trymen to  fcveral  high  employments  in  the  ftatc, 
he  repeatedly  declined  the  office  of  landamman 
from  motives  of  delicacy,  becaufe  he  difapproved 
the  principles  of  the  governing  party.  At  length, 
hurried  away  by  his  dcteftation  of  evil,  and  his 
zeal  for  monkifli  devotion,  according  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  times,  he  quitted  bis  family  in  the  fifti- 
eth year  of  his  age,  and  retiring  from  the  world, 
in  a  fit  of  gloomy  fuperftition  turned  hermit.  The 
place  of  his  retreat  was  at  Ranft,  a  few  miles  from 
Saxelen ;  there  he  built  an  hermitage  and  a  fmaU 
chapel,  and  pradifed  all  the  feverities  required 
by  that  auftere  mode  of  life  with  the  ftrifteft  ob- 
fervance. 

But  the  flame  of  patriotifm,  although  fmother- 
ed  in  his  bread  by  an  ill-dire£ted  zeal  for  mifta- 
ken  duties,  was  not  extinguifhed ;  and  he  was 
the  happy  inftrumcnt  in  rcftoring  Switzerland 
from  the  impending  horrors  of  civil  difcord-  At 
the  ccnclufion  of  the  war  with'  Charles  *the  Bold, 
Friburgh  and  Soleure  contraded  an  alliance  with 
Zuric,  Berne,  and  Lucerne.  This  treaty  being 
confidered  by  Uri,  Schwcitz,  Undcrwalden,  Zug, 
and  Glanis,  as  a  breach  of  the  former .  union, 
thofe  fiv^anton&.r£iFufcd  to  receive  them*    After 
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various  difputcs  and  fruitlefs  conferences,  the  de- 
puties of  the  eight  confederate  cantons  affembled, 
in  1481 ,  at  Stantz,  in  order  to  compromife  the 
differences. 

Both  fides,  however,  were  fo  heated  with  mu- 
tual animofities,  that  the  deputies  were  on  the 
point  of  fcparating  vjithout  effefting  a  reconcili- 
ation, and  civil  war  appeared  inevitable.     In  this 
crifis  of  affairs,  de  Flue  no  fooner  heard,  in  the 
depth  of  his  folitudc,  of  thofe  public  diflenfions 
which  threatened  a   fatal   rupture  between  the 
confederate  cantons,  than  his  patriotifm  prevailed 
over  his  fuperftition ;   and  he  quitted  his  unpro- 
fitable hermitage,  in  order  to  exert  thofc  aftive 
and  public  virtues,   the  very  loweft  of  which 
fingly  outweighs  whole  years  of  ufelcfs  and  un- 
required  mortifications.     Accordingly  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  having,  though  in  the  64th  year 
of  his  age,  travelled  during  the  night,   arrived 
at  Stantz  on  the  very  morning  in  which  the  de* 
puties  were  preparing  for  their  departure.    He 
earneftly  conjured  them  to  remain  ;  and,  having 
prevailed  upon  them  once  more  to  affemble,  he 
fo  forcibly  reprefented  to  them  the  deftruftivc 
confequences  which  would  attend  their  difunion, 
that  they  chofe  himarbiter  of  the  difpute.    By 
his  folc  mediation  all  differences  between  the  con- 
tending parties  were  amicably  adjufted  ;  and  Fri- 
burgh  and  Soleure  were,  by  his  advice,  inftantly 
received  into  the  Helvetic  Confederacy.:  fuch  was 
the  effeft  of  his  pcrfuafivc  and  conciliatory  elo- 
quence !     Having  thus    happily  compofed  the 
public  diffenfions,  he  returned  to  his  hermitage, 
where  he  died,  1487,  in  the  70th  year  of  his 
age,  regretted  and  eftecmed  by  all  Swit«rland. 
'-.    '        *  Such 


Such  a  general  opioion  of  bis  extreme  piety  pre* 
vailed  among  his  contemporaries^  that  the  bigo* 
try  of  thofe  times  afcribed  to  him  an  exemption 
from  the  common  wants  of  humanity. 

In  the  rcgiftcr  of  the  church  of  Saxclcn,  the 
following  notice  is  infcribcd  for  1485,  the  ycat 
antecedent  to  his  death.  "  In  14 1 7,  Nicholas 
"  de  Flue^  a  faint,  was  bom  in  the  parifli  of 
"  Saxelen ;  who  afterwards  retired  into  a  dcfert 
^  called  Ranity  where  God  fudained  him  during 
"  eighteen  years,  without  eating  or  drinking  for 
"  a  long  time,  namely  when  this  was  "written  ; 
**  and  he  is  now  in  good  eftate,  and  holy 
«life."^ 

On  his  tomb  is  infcribed  the  following  epitaph: 
^  Nicholas  de  Flue  quitted  his  wife  and  children 
"  to  go  into  the  defert :  he  fcrved  God  nineteen 
'^  years  and  a  half  without  taking  any  fufteuance* 
«H^  died  1487/' 

This  firivolous  epitaph  ftrongly  marks  the  bi-. 
gotted  fpirit  of  that  dark  age  in  which  it  was 
compofed:  the  narrow-minded  author^  totally 
overlooking  the  patriot  in  the  hermit,  faw  no* 
thing  fo  truly  meritorious  in  the  life  of  the  de* 
ceafed,  as  his  having  fuppreffed  thofe  focial  and 
public  energies  which  dignify  human  nattire,  in 
order  to  praSife  the  dcbafing  aufteritics.  of  a  fii- 
petftitious  rcligionift, — He  oo^ht  to  hiive  ihfctib* 
edj..  '*To  thie  memory,  of  i^ichoUsde  Flue,  wha. 
qi^iitted  his  hermitage*  to  jippeajp  in,tKc  wpr.l4} 
whp  reftQred  peace  and  harmony  to  the  republics 
of^witzerlandj  and  lyho  fcrycd  God  by  Icrving 
hi>  country.'^       .'  .  '      .  *      '    •     ' 

Trom^axeleawe  intended  tphaveyiiited  Ranff, 
d^  Flu'j's  hermitage,  aixd  from  thence  to' have  * 
^'        •      .  proceeded 
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J>rocceded  down  the  Melchthal  and  over  the 
mountains  to  Engelbcrg  ;  bat  as  the  evening  was 
already  beginning  to  clofe,  we  durft  not  venture 
along  fo  difficult  a  paflfage,  which  would  have 
employed  us  at  leaft  five  hours  ;  we  thought  it, 
therefore  moll  prudent  to  continue  our  route 
towards "  Stantz.  We  followed  the  footpaths, 
which  wind  agreeably,  fometimes  through  forefts, 
fometimes  oyer  the  fields  and  meadows  ;  and 
pafied  throu^  a  fertile  but  wilder  and  more  ro- 
mancic  part  of  the  canton,  than  that  which  we 
traverfed  in  the  morning.  We  continued  for 
forae  way  at  the  Foot  of  the  Stantzberg,  croffed 
a  fmall  plain  that  was  formerly  a  lake,  in  which 
ftaples  .  for  mooring  veffels  are  occafionally  dif- 
covered  ;  and,  in  about  three  hours  after  our  de- 
parture from  Saxelen,  arrived  at  Stantz,  in  the 
duik  of  the  evening. 

About  three  miles  from  Stantz  is  a  fmall  wood 
called  the  Kem-wald^  which  we  paflcd  through  in 
our  route  from  Saxelen  ^  it  would  not  have  been 
worthy  of  mention,  af  it  did  not  feparate  the  can- 
ton into  two  divifions.,  called  *  Obcrwald  and 
Un4er%wild.  Formerly  the  whole  canton  was 
.  under  the  fame  general  adminiftration  ;  but  the 
anhabitantsof  the  two  diftridis  Separating  upon 
fome  difpute,  have  fince  formed  two  republics, 
aiid  haVc  each'  ^heit  tands-gemeindj  or  general 
affembly,  their,  lindimman,  .and;coiinciLof  re- 
gency; ;foi:' the  nxanagcitWm  of  external  affairs, 
there  is  a,  joint-council,  thpfen  egually  by  the" 
two  divifions  j  at  tlj?  Helvetic  Diet,  tiiey  f<fnd 

\    '  '        •       '       '       .      ,    ,■  •  ^    ^^^ 

>*.  Above  the  wood,  tod  Below  the  woodi  waA/  ia  G«r- 
maa  fignifybg  a  wood« 
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but  one  deputy,  and  regulate  their  vote  by  mu* 
tual  confenc. 

Staatz  is  the  feat  of  civil  and  criminal  judica- 
ture ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  every 
male  of  the  age  of  thirty  is  permitted  to  give  his 
vote  for  the  acquittance  or  condemnation  of  a 
criminal. 

Stantz,  the  capital  of  Underviralden,  is  fituated 
in  a  beautiful  plain  of  padure,  about  two  or 
three  miles  in  breadth,  at  the  foot  of  the  Stantz- 
berg,  and  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  lake  of 
Lucerne.  The  town  and  environs,  which  are 
delightfully  fprinkled  with  numerous  cottages, 
are,  for  fo  fmall  a  place,  extremely  populous, 
comprifing,  perhaps,  not  Icfs  than  five  thoufand 
fouls.  The  church  is  a  tolerably  handfome 
building,  and  is  decorated  in  the  infide  with  ten 
black  marble  pillars  of  large  dimenfions,  but  not 
fo  beautiful  as  thofe  at  Saxelen.  The  women 
in  thefe  part^  drefs  their  heads  in  a  fingular  man- 
ner, and  extremely  unbecoming :  they  wear 
black-beaver  cocked  hats,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
men,  with  black  ears  to  their  caps,  which  aimed 
conceal  their  hair* 

The  next  morning  the  abbot  of  Engelberg, 
having  been  previpufly  informed  of  our  intepded 
vifit,  politely  fent  horfes  to  Stantz  j-  and, we  rode  ' 
througha  fertile  vallp^,   enclofed  between  tHfe 
Stajitzbcrg-  and  a  chain  of  hjlis,  until  we  $)[rived , 
at  GraiFep-ort,  a  fmall  villa  bclod^ng  to  theabboti 
about  two  lejagMcs  from  Stant?.;  Here  \yt  begaii^ . 
fo.afccnd  along  ..a.  road  winding  by 'the  fide 'of  , 
a  ftcip'ipregipiccy-ahd  tbrpugb  "  un/unnedfor^s- 
of  beeoh  imerrairigfcd  with  poplar,   mountaiuafh,. 
SpaniOi*'cheinut),  and  pints,  .the  tortent  Aa^ 

impctuoufly 
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impetuoufly  foaming  in  a  ftony  channel^  and 
forming  a  facccffion  of  catara6h.  The  wild  hor* 
tors  of  the  circumjacent  rocks^  the  inceflant 
roaring  of  the  waters,  and  the  folitary  gloom  of 
the  foreft,  reminded  me  of  Gray's  beautiful  Ode 
on  the  Grande  Chartreufe,  in  which  he  defcribcs 
fimilar  fcenes  with  a  fublimity  and  truth  which 
every  perfon  of  tafte,  who  travels  through  thefc 
magnificent  regions^  muft  feel  and  admire. 

Per  imjias  rufet^  fera  ferfugtk^ 
Oinfofyut  pr^ruptos^  finanUt 
Inter  apiat^  nemorumfue  nofftm. 

Having  iffued  from  the  dark  foreft,  we  dc* 
fcended  for  a  little  way  ;  and  unanirtioufly  broke 
into  an  exclamation  of  furprife  and  delight,  as 
we  fuddenly  looked  down  upon  a  pifturcfque 
plain  of  an  oval  fhape  beautifully  wooded,  wa<» 
tercd  by  fcv^ral  lively  ftreams^  cnclofed  within 
a  circle  of  gentle  hills,  and  terminated  by  a  ma* 
jeftic  amphitheatre  of  **  cloud-capt  nlpi  :"  to* 
ward  the  extremity  of  this  plaio,^  the  abbey,  a 
large  quadrangular  building  of  ftone,  is  fituated, 
at'  the  foot  of  the  Engfllkrg^  or  Mountain  of 
Angdt^  from  which  the  whole  diftrift  takes  its 
name.  On  alighting  from  our  horfes,  the  abbot 
politely  received  and  conduced  us  into  a  large 
ialoon^  where. foon  afterwards  dinner  was  fcrvcd 
with  allthc?  plenty  of  feudal  times,  and  all  the 
comforts  of  the  prcfcnt  ^gd.;  ITie  company  at 
tabic  confifted  of  the  abbot,-  five  or  fix,btnc4ic* 
lines,  purfelves,'  a^d  our  fcrvants,whpi- accord- 
ing to  the  -cuftom  of  thcl  place,  fat  cfown  to  the 
lame  hofpitablc  board  with  their  mafters^  this 

intqrmixtufc 
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intermixture  of  fociciy,  the  politenefs  of  the 
worthy  abbot,  and  the  facetious  cheerfulnefs  of 
one  among  the  fathers,  rendered  the  repafl  as 
agreeable  as  it  was  uncommon.  After  dinner 
wc  vifitcd  the  library,  which  contains  about  ten 
thoufand  volumes  :  and,  among  many  rare  edi« 
tions,  above  two  hundred  printed  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  •  I  noticed  a  much  larger  coUeSion 
of  modern  hiftorical  and  mifcellaneous  works, 
than  are  ufually  found  within  the  walls  of  a  mo- 
naftery  ;  which  does  honour  to  the  tafte  of  the 
abbot,  and  proves  him  to  be  a  warm  friend  to 
polite  htcrature. 

The  weather  being  fine  and  clear,  I  ftrayed 
about  the  environs  ;  admiring  the  fcattered  ham- 
lets, the  Beautiful  tufts  ©f  woods,  and  the  lively 
ftrcams  which  murmur  through  the  plain  :  of 
thcfe,  one  called. the  Melt-bach^  which  I  obferved 
iffuing  copioufly  from  the  ground,  begins  to  flow 
on  the  firft  melting  of  the  fnow  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  ceafcs  towards  the  end  of  September; 
and  the  Gricfcn-bach,  chat  rifcs  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Blake,    runs  only  from  mid-day  to  the 
fetting  fun.     Several  other  torrents,  that  pour 
down  from  the  neighbouring  glaciers,  and  nu- 
merous fprings  that  burfl  from  the  ground  near 
the  abbey,  help  to  fupply  the,  Aa,  which  riifhes 
from  the  Suren  alps,  and,  fwellcd  with  thcfe  tri- 
butary waters,  haftens  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.     The   amphitheatre  of  cloud  capt 
mountain^,   is  formed  by  the  Melkleberg,  the 
Ami]berg,  the  Blakeberg,  the  Spitze-ftock,  the 
Suren  alps  with  their  brown  peaks  boldly  rifing 
from  the  bofom  of  the  fnow;   the  Engclberg 
Vol.  I.  S  towering 
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towering  in  naked  majcfty,  and,  the  raoft  elevated 
and  mod  beautiful  in  the  whole  chagi.  Mount 
Ticlis,  fupporting  on  its  top  an  imiaenfe  gla** 
cicr. 

About  feven  in  the  afternoon  we  fat  down 
to  fuppcr  ;  in  the  niidft  of  the  repaft  we  were 
fuddcnly  flruck  with  an  awful  thunder-florm^ 
which,  though  it  could  not  be  called  the  mufic 
of  the  fpheres,  or  fuch  as,  according  to  the  le- 
gends of  the  abbey,  was  performed  on  the  top  of 
the  Fngelberg,  by  a  choir  of  angels,  at  the  con- 
fecraiion  of  the  convent  ;  yet  produced  a  moft 
fublime  cffcfl,  when  re-echoed  by  th6  furround- 
ing  mountains* 

The  abbot  of  this  convent^  chofen  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fixtecii  benedi£bines,  who  compofe  the 
chapter,  is  fovereign  lord  over  the  land  of  £n- 
gclberg^    a  fmall  trad  of  country  about  fixty 
miles  in  circumference,  and  under  the  protec- 
tion  of  Lucerne,  Uri,    Schweitz,  and  Under- 
waldcn.     The  only  habitable  part  of  this  diftrift 
is  the  fmall  plain  in  which  the  abbey  is  lituated, 
that  contains  fifteen  hundred  fouls  :  the  remain- 
ing portion,  being  entirely  mountainous,  affords 
in  fummer  a  retreat  to  numerous  herds  of  cattle, 
'I'he  abbot,  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  fo 
polite  a  reception,  is  Leodigar  Saltzman^  a  na- 
tive of  Lucerne,  who,  ftnce  his  elevation  to  his 
prcfcnt  dignity,  has  been  a  kind  and  indulgent 
mafter :     finding  many  of  his  fubjeds  extremely 
poor  and  indolent,  he  has  excited  them  to  in- 
duflry  ;  and,  in  order  to  aflift  them  during  the 
wimer  months,  when  agriculture  is  fufpended, 
he  employs  them  in  winding  filk,  which  he  im- 
ports from  Italy.    He  poflciTes  very  confiderable 

power. 
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power,  which  renders  him  nearly  abfolute.  In  all 
criminal  cafes  he  arrefts  and  imprifons ;  appoints 
the  perfon  who  examines ;  can  order,  if  he  thinks 
it  ncccflary,  the  infliftion  of  torture  ;  and  can 
pardon  or  mitigate  the  fentence  given  by  the 
tribunal  of  the  country,  called  landfgericht.  In 
civil  caufes  his  influence  is  very  confiderable  ; 
he  appoints,  from  twelve  candidates  felefted  by 
the  people,  the  feven  judges,  who,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  ihalamman  ZTi^Jiathalter^  form  the 
above* mentioned  land/gtricht^  which  decides  in 
the  fird  refort :  he  can  alfo  difplace  them  if  he 
pleafes  ;  and  abfolutely  nominates  all  the  judges 
of  the  geijilichen-gericht^  or  ecclefiaftical  court, 
which  receives  appeals  from  the  decifions  of  the 
former  tribunal.  His  power  is  reftriftcd  in  the 
following  infl:ances«  If  he  is  engaged  in  a  law- 
fuit  with  an  individual,  the  award  of  the  country 
tribunal  is  final  i  and  if  with  the  whole  com- 
munity, the  queftion  is  decided  by  the  four 
cantons  of  Lucerne,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Under* 
walden. 

His  revenues  amount  to  about  ;C-5ooo ;  and 
are  derived  partly  from  tythcs  of  certain  eftates 
in  the  free  bailliages  of  Switzerland,  from  a  few 
feudal  rights,  but  principally  from  the  exporta- 
tion of  cheefes.  Befide  thofe  which  are  made  on 
the  pafturcs  belonging  to  the  abbey,  he  purchafes 
others  from  the  peafants  of  his  little  territory, 
and  difpofes  of  the  whole  on  his  own  account. 
About  eighteen  hundred  cows,  including  thofe 
which  are  the  property  of  the  convent,  are  pof- 
feflcid  by  the  natives  of  Engclberg,  and  annually 
fupply  cream  for  about  10,000  cheefes,  each 
weighing  from  25  to  50  pounds,  and  felling,  on 
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^n  average,  for  fifteen  florins,  or  one  ^und  five 
fhillings  per  hundred  weight  :  -  and  it  may  be 
calculated  that  the  abbot  circulates  annually  to 
the  value  of  j^.4000.  This  revenue^  however, 
cannot  be  confidered  as  his  own  private  pro* 
pcrty  ;  for  he  pays  the  current  expences  of  the 
abbey. 

Several  ineffeAual  expeditions  have  been  made 
towards  attaining  the  fummit  of  Mount  Titlis, 
the  moft  elevated  mountain  ki  thefe  parts,  and 
perhaps  fcarccly  inferior  to  the  Schrcckhorn 
and  Jungfrauhorn  :  it  was  for  a  long  time  con- 
fidered as  inacceiTible;  but,  as  tradition  reported 
that  in  the  year  1739,  three  men  had  afcendcd 
it,  Mr.  Preygrabend,  a  native  of  Engelberg, 
and  phyfician  to  the  abbot,  a  few  days  after  my 
departure  from  the  convent,  fucceeded  in  a  fimi- 
fer  attempt.  The  following  account  of  this  ex- 
pedition is  extradled  from  a  German  letter,  writ- 
fen  by  the  phyfician  himfelf  to  a  frien4  at  Lu- 
ccrne* 

"  Early  in  the  morning  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  weather  being  fine  and  clear,  I  fet 
out  with  eleven  companions,  among  whom  were 
Jcrom  Dopier  and  Conrad  Stoeher,  two  friars 
of  the  convent.  About  two  in  the  morning, 
after  afcending  through  Gcrfchne,  and  Untcr 
and  Ober  laub,  we  reached,  at  break  of  day, 
the  fummit  of  the  Laubcrgrat.  Here  we  en- 
joyed a  fine  view  over  the  canton  of  Undcr- 
walden,  the  lake  and  canton  of  Lucerne,  the 
free  bailUagcs  of  Switzerland,  and  the  can- 
ton of  Zug,  Having  taken  fome  refrefliment, 
and  repofcd  ourfclvcs  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we 
put  on  our  crampons,  and  purfued  our  route, 
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eager,  like  the  giants  of  old,  to  fcale  the  ftccp 
fides  of  Mount  Faulblattcn.  We  continued  for 
about  an  hour  along  the  piked  ridge  of  this 
mountain,  tottering  by  the  fide  of  tremendous 
precipices,  and  twice  climbing  an  afcent  almoft 
perpendicular.  We  could  not  obferye  any  trace 
of  the  fmalleft  vegetation.  Having  gained  the 
higbeft  point  of  the  Faulblattcn,  we  arrived  at  ^ 
glacier,  which  being  fortunately  covered  with 
frcfh  fnow^  rendered  the  ice  Icfs  flippery  than 
ufual. 

"  Hitherto  our  courfe  had  been  attended  with 
feme  danger,  but  from  hcmre  we  afcended,  and 
reached,  with  little  difficulty,  the  top  of  the 
Titlis,  called  Nollen.  But  here  we  were  obliged 
to  crofs  a  deep  chafm,  and  to  mount  the  fides  of 
the  ice,  which  \yere  as  perpendicular  as -a  wall,  by 
forming  ftcps  for  our  feet  with  the  iron  fpikes  of 
onr  poles  :  below  us  was  a  valley  of  ice  about 
fixteen  miles  in  length,  defcendintg  rapidly  to- . 
wards  Qberhafli*  It  was  now  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  and  the  fun  was  extremely  bright. 
Having  walked  a  few  paces,  the  profpeft.  was 
on  all  fides  open  and  unbounded.  This  fublime, 
yet  dreary  fcene,  though  it  furpaffes  all  defcrip- 
tion,  made  an  iniprefTion  on  ray  mind  which  ( 
(ball  never  forget. 

"  Here  the  painter  and  poet  would  find  ample 
and  endlefs  employment,  if  the  colours  of  the 
former  and  the  conceptions  of  the.  latter  could 
rcfift  the  cffefts  of.  the  extreme  cold.  The 
firft  bbjeflks  which  caught  our  attention,  were 
the  alps  of  the  Vallais,  Berne,  and  Savoy,  with 
their  glaciers  and  vallics  of  ice,  a  majeilic  and 
tremendous  icenc..  Among  numerous  moun- 
tains 
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tains  which  rofe  before  us,  Mont-Blanc,  though 
at  ibme  diftance,  reared  its  head  above  the  reft ; 
near  us  towered  the  Schreckhorn,  Wetterhom, 

'  and  Jungfrauhom,   but  left  elevated  in  appear- 
ancc  than  the  point  on  which  we  flood.    Below 

•  us  we  obfervcd  a  valley  of  ice  about  two  miles  in 
breadth,  and  of  fuch  immenfe  length,  that  one 
extremity  fecmed  to  join  Mont-Blanc,  and  the 
other  to  be  clofcd  by  the  Titles.  To  the  eaft, 
the  Rothftock,  the  Plangen,  and  the  mountains 
of  Uri,  neither  fo  wild  nor  fo  elevated  as  thofe 
to  the  fouth  ;  and  towards  the  north-weft,  the 
eye  rcpofed  itfclfovcr  the.  lefs  dreary  and  more 
cultivated  parts  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
borders  of  Alface  and  Suabia,  Immediately 
below  us  we  noticed  the  abbey  ;  and  we  heard 
he  found  of  feveral  mortars,  which  the  abbott 
ordered  to  be  fired  as  a  fignal  that  we  were  alfo 
feen  :  by  means  of  a  fmall  telefcope,  1  obfervcd 
the  fire  and  fmoke ;  and  five  minutes  elapfed 
before  the  found  reached  us,  not  in  a  ftrait  direc- 
tion, but  re-echoed  between  the  furrounding 
rocks.  We  had  propofed  to  kindle  a  fire,  and 
to  let  off  fome  hand-grenade,,  but  the  cold  pre- 
vented us  from  ftriking  fire*  Not  being  able  to 
fupport  its  extremity  more  than  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  although  the  fun  fhone  very  bright,  and 
we  kept  ourfelves  in  continued  motion^  we  placed 
a  black  flag  on  the  highed  point. 

♦*  We  were  as  fortunate  in  dcfccnding  as  in 
mounting.  We  came  to  the  Under-Titiis  at 
half  pad  eleven  ;  to  the  Laubergrat  at  one, 
where  we  again  took  fome  refrelhment;  and 
having  let  off  our  grenades,  we  reached  the  abbey 
^t  five  in  the  afternoon,  We  felt  no  other  in- 
convenience 
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convenience  from  thi$  expedition,  than  that  our 
faces  were  fwelled,  and  our  Ikins  peeled,  from 
the  rcflcftion  of  the  fun ;  and  that  for  fome  hours 
after  my  returning  to  Engelberg,  1  loft  my  fight 
and  my  hearing,  both  which  however  I  foon  rer 
covered.  Undoubtedly  the  Titlis  is  the  higheft 
mountain  in  Switzerland,  excepting  Mont-Blanc, 
to  which  it  is  not  much  inferior.'^ 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  expedition  was 
only  a  mere  objeft  of  curiofity ;  and  that  the  in^ 
genious  phyfician  carried  with  him  neither  a  ther- 
inometer  nor  a  barometer.  His  aQertion  that 
the  Titlis  is  higher  than  any  mountain  in  Swit- 
zerland, will,  for  this  reafon,  and  without  fur- 
ther proofs,  admit  of  much  doubt ;  and  its  eleva- 
tion, though  very  confiderable,  muft  be  greatly 
inferior  to  that  ot  Mont-Blanc ;  as  will  appear  by 
confidering  that  the  expedition  from  the  plain  of 
Engelberg  to  the  top  of  the  Titlis  was  performed 
in  eight  hours ;  whereas  Dr.  Paccard  and  James 
Balma  employed  fifteen  in  attaining  the  fummit 
of  Mont-Blanc  ;  and  the  place  from  which  they 
took  their  departure,  is  probably  much  higher 
above  the  level  of  the  fea  than  the  yalley  of  En* 
gelberg. 

Auguft  25, 

Travellers,  in  going  from  Engelberg  to  Alt- 
dorf,  ufually  return  to  Stantz  or  Buochs,  embark 
on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  and  proceed  the  reft  of 
the  way  by  water ;  but  as  \  had  already  vifited 
thofe  places,  I  preferred  following  the  route 
acrofs  the  mountains.  The  morning  being  ob- 
fciirc  and  rainy,  we  vmre  detained  till  nine  o'clock, 

when 
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when  the  weather  clearing  up  I  fct  out,  in  com- 
pany with  Meffrs.  Balthazar  and  Meyer,  of  Lu- 
cerne.    Faffing  through  the  plain  of  Engelberg, 
wc  admired,  on  our  left  a  fine  watcrfal,  which 
precipitates  itfelf   from  mount  Engel,    and  in 
about  a  league  arrived  at  a  cottage  belonging 
to  the  abbey,  where  wc  found  two  peafants  em- 
ployed in  making  cheefes,  and  where  wc  regaled 
ourfelvcs  with  fome    excellent    cream.     From 
this  point  wc  mounted  gently  by  the  fide  of  the 
Aa,  leaving  on  our  right  the  high  Suren  alps, 
whofe  pointed  tops  dccafionally  burft  forth  amid 
the  clouds  and  vapours ;  about  a  mile  from  the 
cottage  wc  quitted  the  abbot's  horfes,  walked 
up  a  gradual  afcent,    [>a{red  a  fuperb  cataraft  of 
the  Aa,  and  reached  a  chapel  noted   in  thefe 
pans  for  a  fmall  bell,  which,   according  to  tradi- 
tion, was  the  gift  of  a  French  traveller.    Near 
ihis  chapel  we  obfervcd  a  hut,  which,  is  in  the 
canton  of  Uri,  and  from  thence  the  afcent  was 
ftecper,  but  not  difficult ;  we  croffcd  many  drifts 
of  fnow,  and  were  incommoded  by  a  keen  wind 
and  frequent  Ihowcrs  of  fleet,  hail,  and  rain.    At 
length,  in  about  four  hours  after  our  departure 
from  the  abbey,  we  reached  a  crofs  planted  on 
the   highcft   point ;    from   which   elevation  wc 
fhould  have  enjoyed  a  moft  fuperb  view,  greatly 
admired  by  travellers,  on  one  fide  towards  Vn 
and  the  chain  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and  on  the 
other   towards  Engelberg  and  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne, if  the  weather  had  not  totally  obfcurcd  the 
prolpcft.     From  this  point   the  Titlis  is  much 
extolled  for  its  beautiful  and  majcftic  appearance. 
From   hence  we  dcfcendcd  the  Knkcberg  into 
a  moft  barren  region,  amid  a  harveft  of  pointed 

rocks, 
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rocks,  and  over  numerous  drifts  of  fnow,  and 
fallen  fragments  of  ftone,  intermixed  with  fraall 
patches  of  ruflct  herbage,  whicTi  contributed  to 
render  the  fcenc  ftill  more  dreary.  Our  defcent 
along  a  bare  flippery  rock  of  flate,  or  in  the  beds 
of  torrents,  or  over  large  maffcs  of  ice  and  fnow, 
continued  above  an  hour  and  an  half,  when  we 
obfervcd  feveral  huts  lying  in  a  fmall  plain. 
From  their  firft  appearance  we  concluded  that 
we  Diould  prefently  reach  them,  but  the  preci- 
pices were  lb  fteq5,  the  paths  fo  rugged,  khd  the 
diftance  fo  much  greater  than  we  at  firft  imagin- 
ed, that  it  employed  us  above  an  hour  and  an 
half. 

The  little  valley,  in  which  thefe  huts  are  fitu- 
ated,  is  called  Wald-nacht  Alp,  contains  a  fmall 
quantity  of  underwood,  and  feeds  a  hundred 
and  thirty-three  cows,  befide  a  few  fhcep,  goats^ 
and  hogs.  The  peafants  employed  in  tending 
the  cattle  and  making  ch'eefe,  ufually  arrive  on 
the  2oth  of  June,  and  remain  about  a  hundred 
.days:  the  owner  of  the. hut  in  which  wc  dried 
our  clothes,  makes  every  day,  during  that  period, 
two  cheefes  of  twenty-five  pounds  each,  from  the 
milk  of  eighteen  cows.  Having  taken  fom^  rc- 
frefliment,  and  recovered  our  fatigue^  wc  conti- 
nued along  the  valley,  through  fome  groves  of 
poplars  and  firb^  and  at  its  furthcft  extremity  wc 
came  to  a  fingle  cottage  feated  on  an  eminence, 
the  firft  houfc  on  this  fide  which  is  habitable  in 
winter.  A  little  further  we  had  a  profpedt  of 
the  town  and  environs  of  Altdorf ;  the  fertile  yale 
of  Schackeren,  which,  though  a  very  ft^ep  afcent, 
yet  from  this  elevation  feemcd  a  level  plain  ;  the 
lake  of  Uri,  fcarcely  vifible,  which  looked  like  a 

fmall 
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fmall  rivulet ;  and  the  diftant  mountains  reaching 
beyond  the  St.  Gothard.  The  defcent,  through 
rich  fields  and  paftures,  was  extremely  fteep  and 
,  tedious,  as  the  grars  was  rendered  flippery  by  the 
rain ;  and  we  did  not  arrive  at  Altdorf  tiH  fevea 
in  the  evening,  wet  and  exceedingly  fatigued, 
but  much  pleafed  with  our  expedition.  This 
paflage  from  Engelberg  to  AUdorf  is  eflimated 
at  fcven  leagues.  A  cbaffeur  may  perform  it  in 
four  hours ;  a  traveller  accuftomed  to  mountains, 
in  fix ;  and  perfon  unufed  to  fuch  fatigue,  will 
require  eight  or  ten  hours, 
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ValUy  of  Schoelknen — DeviPs  Bridge— Valley  of 
Vrferen — Valley  and  Mountain  (fSu  Goibard^^ 
Sources  of  the  Tejino  and  Reu/s. 


St.  Gothard,  Auguft  9. 

Switzerland  is  a  moft  dcUghtfui  country, 

and  merits  the  particular  obfcrvation  of  the 
traveller,  as  well  for  the  diverfity  of  the  feveral 
governments,  as  for  the  wonderful  beauties  pf 
nature  :  but  the  impofitions  of  the  innkeepers, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  borfes  •,  are  ine- 
vitable 

•  I  would  recommend  ro  all  travellers,  who  traverfc  the 
canton  of  Uri  in  order  to  vifit  the  alps,  either  to  hire  horfes 
at  Lucerne,  or  to  befpeak  them  agaidft  their  arrival  at  Alt- 
dorf.  If  we  fiirtiinately  had  not  taken  the  latter  precaution, 
we  fflunild  have  found  no  lefs  difficulty  in  procuring  horfes  in 
1785,  than  in  1776;  notwithflanding  all  the  good  offices  of 
our  Jandlord  at  the  Black  Lion  ;  who,  knowing  that  1  was  the 
author  of  Letters  on  Swirzerland,  W4s  extremely  anxious  to 

wipe 
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vitable  taxes  for  the  enjoyment  of  thcfc  its  de^ 
lights.  Thcfc  little  inconveniences,  however, 
fliould  be  borne  with  patience  and  good-humour  ; 
nor  will  I  trouble  you  with  any  fplenetic  com- 
plaints of  thofe  unpieafant  circumilances  which 
muft  occur  to  all  travellers. 

We  quitted  Altdorf  after  dinner,  having  with 
difficulty  hired  two  horfes,  befidc  one  for  the 
baggage ;  we  prpcured,  however,  another  upon 
the  road  ;  fo  that  we  got  on  tolerably  well. 
We  paffed  at  firft  through  a  fertile  plain  of  paf- 
ture,  in  which  the  inhabitants  wf  re  employed  ia 
mowing  the  fecond  crop  of  bay  j  and  about' nine 
miles  from  Altdorf,  wc  began  afcending.  T|ic 
road  winds  continually  along  the  ftecp  fides  of 
the  mountains  ;  and  the  Reufs  in  many  places 
entirely  fills  up  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  vhich 
is  very  narrow :  that  river  fometimes  appeared 
feveral  hundred  yards  below  us ;  here  ruming  a 
confidcrable  way  through  a  foreft  of  pines  ;  there 
failing  in  cafcades,  and  lofmg  itfelf  in  the  valley. 
We  paffed  it  feveral  times,  over  bridges  of  a  An- 
gle arch,  and  behind  it  tumbling  under  our  feet, 
in  channels  which  it  had  forced  through  the  folid 
rock ;  innumerable  torrents  roaring  down  the 
fides  of  the  mountains ;  which  were  fomctime> 
bare,  fometimes  nnely  wooded,  with  here  and 
there    fome  fantaftic  trees  clothing  the  fides  of 

the 

wipe  away  certain  afpcHigw,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
letter,  feein  to  glarlce  at  his  native  town.  The  two  Mr,  Clif- 
tords,  whom  wc  mtt  at  Engelbcrg,  and  who,  to  our  great  fatfs- 
f.i6lion,  accompanied  us  in  pur  Tour  as  fiir  as  Gene?a,  were 
obliged  to  purfue  ihcir  journey  on  foot,  not  being  able  to  pm- 
cure  more  than  one  horfe,  which  W25  appropriated  ta  their 
baggage. 
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the  precipice,  and  half  obfcuring  the  river  fron^ 
our  view.  The  darknefs  and  folitude  of  the 
forefts  ;  the  occafional  livelinefs  and  variety  of  the 
verdure;  immcnfe  fragments  of  rock  blended 
with  enormous  maffcs  of  ice  ;  rocks  of  an  atto- 
nifliing  height  piled  upon  one  another,  and  (hut- 
ting in  the  vale  ;—fuc'«  are  the  fublime  and 
magnificent  fcenes  with  which  this  romantic 
country  abounds* 

Near  Wafcn,  is  the  valley  of  Meyen ;  the 
torrent  that  daflies  through  it,  and  falls  into  the 
Reufs,  forms  a  feries  of  the  mod  fuperb  cataraSs, 
which  the  traveller  may  enjoy  by  venturing  to  the 
edge  of  the  precipice,  and  fupporting  himfelf 
againft  an  impending  pine,  that  overlooks  the 
gulf. 

We  fct  out  this  morning  eairly  from  Wafen,  a 
fmall  village  where  we  pafTed  the  night  ;  and 
continued  advancing  for  fome  way  on  a  rugged 
afcent,  through  the  fame  wild  and  beautiful  tra£t 
ef  country,  which  I  have  jiifl:  attempted  to  de- 
fcribe.  We  could  fcarcely  walk  a  hundred  yards 
without  crofling  feveral  torrents,  that  rolled  with 
violence  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  Thi^ 
being  one  of  the  great  paflages  into  Italy,  we  met 
many  pack-horfes  laden  with  merchandife  :  and 
as  the  road  in  particular  parts  is  very  narrow,  it 
required  fome  dexterity  in  the  horfes  to  pafs  one 
another  without  joftling.  Thcfe  roads,  impend- 
ing over  precipices,  cannot  fail  of  infpiring  terror 
to  thofe  travellers,  who  arc  unaccuftomed  to 
them ;  and  more  particularly  as  the  mules  and 
horfes  do  not  keep  in  the  middle  of  the  track, 
but  continue  crofling  from  the  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain  towards  the  edge  of  an  abyfs,  then  turn  aflant 

abruptly  j 
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abruptly  ;  thus  forming,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  my- 
felf«  a  conftant  zig  zag. 

Thus  far  the  valley  of  Schocllcncn  appeared  to 
be  tolerably  well  peopled  ;  and  wc  pafTed  through 
fevcral  villages  fuuated  towards  the  bottom  and 
Icfs  narrow  part  of  the  valley  :  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  were  occafionally  ftrewed  with  cot- 
tages ;  covered  with  forefts ;  or  enriched  with 
paftures.  Still  continuing  to  afcend,  the  country 
beyond  V/afen  fuddcnly  changing,  became  more 
wild  and  perfcdlly  defert  :  there  were  no  traces 
of  any  trees,  except  here  and  there  a  ftubbed 
pine  ;  the  rocks  were  bare,  craggy,  and  impend- 
ing ;  not  the  lead  fign  of  any  habitation  ;  and 
fcarcely  a  blade  of  grafs  to  bcfeen.  We  then 
came  to  a  bridge  thrown  acrofs  a  deep  chafm 
over  the  Reufs,  which  here  forms  a  confiderable 
catara£t  down  the  fhagged  fides  of  the  mountain, 
and  over  immenfe  fragments  of  rock  which  it  has 
undermined  in  its  courfe.  The  bridge  is  called 
Teufels-bruck^  or  the"*  Devil's  bridge.  As  we 
flood  upon  the  bridge  admiring  the  catarad,  wc 
were  covered  with  a  kind  of  drizzling  rain  ;  the 
river  throwing  up  the  fpray  to  a  confiderable 
height.  Thcfe  are  fubiime  fcencs  of  horror,  of 
which  thofe  who  have  not  been  fpeftators,  can 
form  no  idea  :  they  defy  the  reprefentations  of 
painting  or  poetry  •. 

•  Many  travellers  have  been  di(:)ppointed  on  the  frft  view 
of  the  Devil's  bridge.  Ic  ought  therefore  to  be  Ttmarked, 
that  the  bridge  iifelf,  though  of  difficult  execution,  is  a  trifling 
object,  and  not  foflupendous  as  many  others  in  Surjizerland  t 
and  that  it  is  the  wild  and  majeftic  fcenery  that  aftonilhcs  and 
exalts  the  bel. older. 

Not 
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Not  far  from  this  dcfolatc  landfcape,  the  road 
led  us  into  the  Urner-loch^  a  fubierraneous  paf- 
fagc  cut  through  a  rock  of  granite*,  which  opened 
at  the  oppofice  entrance  into  the  ferene  and  cuU 
tivated  valley  of  Urferen  :  the  objefts  that  pre- 
fented  themfeivcs  were,  a  village  backed ,  by  a 
high  mountain,  on  the  fides  of  which  was  a  wood 
of  pines  ;  peafants  at  work  in  the  fields  ;  cattle 
feeding  in  the  meadows  ;  and  the  river,  which 
lately  dafhed  over  rude  fragments  of  rock  in  a 
continual  cataraft,  now  flowed  filently  and 
fmoothly ;  while  the  fun,  which  had  been  hidden 
from  us  in  the  deep  valley,  here  (hone  forth  in 
its  full  fplendour.  In  general  there  is  a  regular 
gradation  from  extreme  wildnefs  to  high  cultiva- 
tion ;  but  here  the  tranfuion  was  abrupt,  and  the 
change  inftantaneous  :  it  was  like  the  lifting  up 
of  a  curtain,  and  had  all  the  appearance  of  en- 
chantment. 

In  this  valley  are  four  villages,  Urferen,  Ho- 
pital,  Realp,  and  Zundorf ;  forming  a  fmall  re- 
public under  the  protedlion  of  Uri,  The  terri- 
tory of  this  little  commonwealth  is  about  nine 
-miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  and  contains 
about  thirteen  hundred  fouls.  The  people  eleft, 
in  their  general  affcmbly,  their  Talamman  or 
chief,  as  alfo  fome  other  magiftrates  :  and  there 
is  a  permanent  council  of  fifteen  members,  who 
aflemble  in  each  of  the  differe'tit  diftrids.  ITie 
inhabitants  enjoy  great  privileges  ;  but  are  not 

*  This  paflage  was  hollowed  in  1 707,  by  Peter  Moretini, 
a  native  of  Val-Maggia,  at  the  expence  of  the  inhabitants 
:n  the  valley  of  Urferen,  It  is  nine  feet  in  breadth,  ten  in 
heighty  and  cwo  hundred  and  twenty  in  length. 

absolutely 
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abfolutcly  independent  :  for  in  civil  caufes  an 
appeal  lies  from  their  courts  of  juftice  to  Altdorf; 
and  in  criminal  proceedings,  two  deputies  from 
the  government  of  Uri  are  prefent  at  the  trial, 
and  deliver  to  the  judges  of  the  valley  the  opi- 
nion of  ilic  council  of  Altdorf. 

Notwithftanding  the  cbnfiderablc  elevation  of 
this  vailcy,  and  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  even  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  it  produces  excellent  paf- 
ture.  The  only  wood  therein,  is  the  fmall  planta- 
tion of  pines  above  the  village  of  Urfcren,  which 
is  prcfcrved  with  uncommon  care  and  reverence, 
and  a  fmall  quantity  of  under- wood  and  flubbed 
willo\^s,  that  feather  the  banks  of  the  Reufs.  la 
the  adjacent  country  there  are  feveral  mines  of 
cryftal ;  of  which  a  confiderable  quantity  is  ex- 
ported. The  language  of  the  country  is  a  kind 
of  provincial  German^  but  almoft  every  perfon 
fpeaks  Italian. 

The  valley  of  Urfcrcn  is  a  fmall  plain  furround- 
ed  by  high  mountains,  covered  with  pafture  to 
a  confiderable  height,  whofe  tops  are  barren  rocks, 
in  many  parts  capped  with  fnow.  Near  the  mid- 
dle of  this  beautiful  plain  we  turned  to  the  left, 
and  entered  the  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  filled  with 
the  ruins  of  broken  mountains;  the  Reufs,  a  moft 
rapid  and  vehement  torrent,  burfting  through  it ; 
on  each  fide,  immenfe  (battered  blocks  ot  gra- 
nite, of  a  beautiful  grcyilh  colour  (and  of  which 
the  .fummits  of  thefe  alps  are  compofcdj  con- 
fuiedly  piled  together. 

The  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  though  not  fo  wild 
as  that  of  Schoellenen,  is  yet  exceedingly  dreary. 
It  does  cot  contain  a  fingle  ihed,  or  produce  a 

fmglc 
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fingle  tree;  and  the  fides  of  the  momttains  are 
tarely  fprinkled  with  fhort  herbage.  The  extre- 
mity is  clofed  by  the  ftill  ruder  and  naked  rocks 
of  the  Feudo,  fupporting  in  its  hollows  vaft 
mafles  of  Ihow,  while  the  fuperb*  glacier  of  the 
Locendro  towers  above  the  adjacent  heights.  It 
is  about  two  leagues  from  Urferea  to  this  place ; 
but  the  road,  confidering  the  raggednefs  of  the 
rocks  and  the  fteepnefs  of  the  afcent,  is  not  in* 
commodious  :  it  is  from  nine  to  twelve  feet 
broad  ;  and  is  almofl:  as  well  paved  as  the  ftreeta 
of  London. 

We  are  now  lodged  at  a  houfe  inhabited  by 
two  Italian  friars  from  the  convent  of  Capuchins 
at  Milan,  who  receive  all  flrangers  that  pafs 
through  thefe  iahofpitable  regions.  One  of  the 
friars  is  abfent,  fo  that  I  am  in  pofleifion  of  his 
bedchamber  :  it  is  a  fnug  little  room,  where  a 
man  may  ileep  very  well  without  being  an  an* 
chorite ;  and  which,  after  the  fatigues  of,  our 
journey,  I  enjoy  with  a  fadsfafiion  much  too 
fenfible  to  envy  the  luxury  of  a  palace.  Our 
boft  has  juft  fupplied  uis  with  a  dinner,  confiding 
of  delicious  trout, .  with  which  the  neighbouring 
lake  of  Locendro  abounds,  eggs,  and  milk,  to- 
gether with  excellent  butter  and  cheefe ;  both 
made  in  this  dreary  fpot. 

Upon  our  arrival  we  were  rejoiced  to  findagood 
fire;  the  weather  being  fo  exc^eedingly  cold,  that 
I,  who  was  only  clad  in  a  thin  camlet  coat,  en* 
tered  the  houfe  half  frozen.  It  is  fin^ular  to 
find,  at  the  diftance  of  only  a  day^s  journey, 
fuch  a  difference  in  the  climate  :  the  air  is  ab- 
folutely  in  a  fireezing  (late  ;  and  I  juft  now  pafled 
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a  boy  at  work^  whp  was  bloving  his  fiagers  to 
warm  tfaem.  If  the  cold  is  fo  piercing  ia  the 
midft  of  fummer,  how  intolerable  muft  it  prove 
in  December  ?  The  fiiow  begins  to  fall  the  lat- 
ter end  of  September  ;  and  the  lakes  about  this 
fpot  are  frozen  during  eight  months  in  the 
year* 

I  am  juft  returned  from  vifiting  the  fources  of 
the  Tefino  and  the  Reufs  ;  which  rife  within  a 
{bort  diftance  of  each  other.  The  Tefmo  has 
three  principal  fources  in  the  chain  of  the  St« 
Gothard.  The  firft  is  a  fpring  which  rifcs  to- 
wards the  bottom  of  the  Profa,  and  is  entirely 
covered  with  frozen  fnow,  or»  when  that  is  melt- 
ed, with  fallen  fragments  of  rock^  through  which 
it  trickles  in  numerous  currents,  that  unite  and 
help  to  form  a  fmall  lake :  from  this  piece  of 
water  it  communicates  with  two  other  bkes,  and 
iifues  in  a  more  confiderable  torrent. 

The  lake  of  La  Sella,  ip  another  part  of  the 
.eaftern  chain,  fupplies  the  fecond  fource;  and  the 
third  is  furniihed  by  the  fnows  of  Mount  Feudo. 
Tbefe  three  fources  uniting  with  another  branch, 
that  flows  from  the  Furca  through  the  valley  of 
Bedrcto,  form  one  great  torrent,  which  takes  its 
courfe  towards  the  fouth,  enters  the  lake  of 
Locarno,  and  traverfing  part  of  the  Milanefe 
falls  into  the  Po. 

The  fource  of  the  Reufs  is  the  lake  of  Lo- 
cendro,  an  oblong  piece  of  witter  about  three 
miles  in  circumference,  which  i^  embofomed  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Petina  and  Locendro, 
and  is  almoft  entirely  fupplied  by  the  immenre 
glaciers  which  crown  the  fummit  <rf  the  Loccn. 

dro. 
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dro.  The  ftream  ifluing  from  this  lake  ruflies 
down  the  valley  of  St.  Gothard,  and  joining  in 
the  vale  of  Utfcren  the  two  branches  which 
come  from  the  Furca  on  one  (ide,  and  from  the 
Grifon  mountains  on  the  other,  flows  towards 
the  north  into  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  and  from 
thence  throws  itfeif  into  the  Aar. 

In  allufion  to  the  oppoHte  courfes  of  the  Te- 
fino  and  the  Reufs,  M.  de  Boufflers  faid,  that 
from  'the  top  of  the  St.  Gothard,  a  man  might 
fpit  into  the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean. 

Within  a  day's  journey  is  the  fource  of  the 
Rhine  in  the  Grifons  ;  and  about  the  diftance  of 
three  leagues,  that  of  the  Rhone  in  the  Furca  : 
which  mountain  we  (hall  pafs  to-morrow.  We 
arc  ftill  furrounded  by  very  high,  rugged  rocks, 
and  inacceflible  glaciers  ;  fo  that  our  view  is 
ikiuch  confined :  and  though  I  walked  above  a 
league  towards  Italy,  in  hopes  of  enjoying  an 
extenfive  profped  over  that  delightful  country, 
yet  I  could  obferve  nothing  but  rocks,  precipices, 
and  torrents. 

I  am  at  this  inftant  near  *  feven  thoufand  feet 
perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  fea  :  no  in-  , 
confiderable  height,  moft  certainly.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  if  I  gave  credit  to  thofe,  who  affcrt,  that 
this '  mountain  is  the  loftied  point  of  Europe,  I 
ihould  raife  myfelf  in  idea  above  twice  as  high ; 
but  I  have  reafon  to  think,  that  this  opinion  is 
founded  'upon  falfe  calculations.  Mikeli,  who 
meafured  the  principal   mountains  of  Switzer- 

•  According  to  Mr.  de  Saoflure,  the  fpot  upon  which  the 
houfe  of  the  Capuchin  friars  is  built,  is  1,061  French  toife« 
above  the  fea. 

T  2  land. 
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Itnd,  bttt  who  is  very  inaccurate  in  his  calcula- 
tions, conliders  the  St.  Gothard  as  the  higheft ; 
and  be  eft i  mates  its  elevation  above  the  Tea  as 
equal  to  17,600  feet.  But  the  truth  is,  that,  fo 
far  from  being  of  that  height,  it  is  by  no  means 
the  higheft  ground  of  Switzerland  ;  and  there  is 
probably  not  one  mountain,  cither  in  Europe, 
Aiia,  or  Africa,  of  that  altitude.  According  to 
general  Pfiffer,  the  fummit  of  the  St.  Gothard 
rifes  above  the  fca  9,075  feet :  an  elevation  con- 
fidcrably  lefs  than  that  of  ^tna  and  Teneriff ; 
and  ftill  more  inferior  to  feveral  mountains  in 
the  great  chain  of  alps,  to  which  we  arc  bendbg 
our  courfe. 


POSTSCRIPT^ 


Aogufti7^S. 
On  my  entrance  into  the  little  plain  in  which 
the  friar's  houfe  is  fituated,  although  the  air  was 
exceedingly  keen,  I  did  not  experience  that 
piercing  cold  which  I  felt  in  1776  :  but  the  day 
was  fine,  and  the  fun  (hone  unclouded.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  houfe,  the  friar  was  faying 
mafs  to  an  audience  of  about  twenty  pcrfons  ; 
many  of  whom  defcend  from  the  neighbouring 
alps,  where  they  are  tending  cattle,  to  divine  fer- 
vice  on  Sundays  and  feftivals.  At  the  conclafion 
of  mafs,  the  friar,  whofe  name  is  Francis,  immedi* 
ately  recolleded,  and  received  me  with  great  fatis- 
fa^Uon^    He  is  well  known  to  all  travellers  that 
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pafs  this  way,  having  already  inhabited  this  dreary 
fpot  above  twenty  years.  Since  my  laft  expedition, 
he  has  confiderably  enlarged  his  houfe,  and  ren« 
dered  it  extremely  commodious.  It  contains  at 
prefcot,  befide  feverai  fitting-rooms,  kitchens, 
and  one  apartment  for  the  family,  nine  fmall 
but  neat  bedchambers  appropriated  to  travellers. 
The  expence  of  this  addition  has  already  amount- 
ed to  £.300,  part  of  which  he  collcded  in  va- 
rious diftri£ts  of  Switzerland  ;  and  an  equal  fum 
is  required  to  difcharge  the  prefent  debts,  and  to 
make  the  further  neceflary  improvements  \  which 
fum  he  intends  to  procure  by  another  collec- 
tion. 

Friar  Francis  obligingly  accompanied  me  about 
the  environs,  and  favoured  me  with  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  in  addition  to  my  former  ac- 
count. 

The  chain  of  mountains,  which  immediately 
furround  this  place,  takes  the  general  appellation 
of  St.  Gothard  ;  and  its  particular  parts  are 
called  by  different  names ;  of  which  the  principal 
are,  the  Salla,  Profa,  and  Surecha,  to  the  eaft  ; 
the  Feudo,  the  Petina,  and  the  Locendro,  to  the 
weft  ;  to  the  north,  the  Urfino;  and  to  the  fouth, 
the  ridge  of  naked  and  piked  rocks  of  the  Val- 
M^ggi^  Of  thefe  the  Feudo  is  the  moft  elc 
vated  :  its  higheft  point  rifes  above  2,000  feet 
above  the  plain  in  which  ftands  the  friar's  houfe, 
and  requires  three  hours  to  reach  it*  There  are 
fix  paftures  on  the  neighbouring  heights ;  on 
which  arc  fed  two  hundred  cows,  a  hundred  and 
fifty  goats,  and  thirty  horfes. 

1  On 
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diftances  from  each  other,  in  order  to  point  oifT 
the  path  to  travellers,  who  may  chance  to  pafs 
this  mountain  after  the  fnow  has  begun  to  fell. 
The  road  is  feldoni  open  for  horfes  before  the 
firft  of  June.  Near  the  houfe,  upon  the  top  of 
a  fmall  rock,  our  hod  has  contrived  a  kind  of 
little  garden,  by  bringing  fome  earth  from  die 
neighbouring  paftures :  and  this  fmall  piece  of 
ground  fupplies  him  tolerably  well  with  turnips 
and  cabbages ;  although,  on  account  of  the 
height  of  the  circumjacent  mountains,  it  does 
i^ot  long  enjoy  the  warmth  of  the  fun. 

Numerous  herds  of  goats  are  kept,  during  the 
fummer  months,  upon  thefc  mountains;  they 
are  let  out  every  morning  to  feed  upon  the  paf- 
tures ;  and  return  every  evening,  before  fun-fct 
to  be  milked  and  houfed.  It.  was  a  pleafing 
fight  to  obfervc  them  marching  homeward  in  the 
fame  herd ;  and  following  each  other  down  the 
broken,  precipices^  and- along  the  rugged  fides  of 
the  rocks»< 

This  hovel,,  befide  the  ftorchoufes  for  cheefcs^ 
contains  only  a  fmall  kitchen,  a  bed-chamber 
appropriated  to  the  family,  -and  a  room,  in  which 
we  are  now  fitting.  We  occupy  nearly  one  fide; 
the  other  is.  taken  up  by  our  fervants,  the  land- 
lord and  his  wife,  and  half  a  dozen. honeft  la«- 
bourers  :  the  latter  arc  partaking  of  their  homely 
fuppcr,  with  all  the  relith  of  well-earned  hunger 'r 
and  arc  enjoying  a  flioit  refpite  from  their  toil, 
with  that  noify  mirth  which  charaSerifes^  this 
clafs'of  people. 

The  iburces  of  the  Aar  are  in  thefe  mountains. 
Near  our  hovel  arc  three  lakes  that  fupply  wa- 
urs  to  that  river,    which  rolls  down  in  an  im- 
petuous^ 
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t)etuous  torrent  from  the  neighbouring  gla* 
tiers.  While  dinner  was  preparing,  I  walked 
by  the  fide  of  that  rivtr  fearching  for  cryftals } 
which  are  Tery  common  in  thefe  parts :  we  found 
pieces  of  divers  colours,  white,  blacky  yellow, 
and  green.  Thefe  mountains  certainly  abound 
alfo  in  rich  veins  of  gold^  and  other  metals';  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  gold-duft  being  found 
in  the  bed  of  the  Aar  "^^  and  in  the  various  tor^ 
rents.  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  fatal  to  the 
intcrefts  of  Switzerland^  nor  more  repugnant  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  than  to  have  thefe 
mines  of  gold  or  filver  traced  and  opened.  A 
fudden  overflow  of  riches  would  effedually 
change  and  corrupt  their  manners :  and  it  is  an 
inconteftable  truth,  that  the  real  power  of  a 
country,  not  ambitions  of  making  tonquefts,  is 
derived  lefs  from  the  wealth  than  from  the  in-* 
duftry  of  its  fubjeds  ;  the  happinefs  of  a  people^ 
as  well  as  of  an  individual,  confiding  in  being 
contented. 

What  a  chaos  of  mountains  are  here  heaped 
upon  one  another !  a  dreary,  defolate,  but  fub-^ 
lime  appearance:  it  looks  like  the  ruins  and 
wreck  of  a  world. 

Oh  the  Grimfel,  Ausroft  29,  1786. 

You  win  recoUeft  that,  in  1776,  I  dcfcribed 

the  paflage  of  the  Furca  as  extremely  difficult, 

and  attended  with  fome  danger.    But  that  was 

my  firft  cffay  over  the  lefs  frequented  Alps.  How 

U  z  diflferent 

*  Ic  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  that  no  gold-duft  h  fowid 
>Q  the  Aar,  unt3  ic  has  received  the  Reichen-bacfa. 
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different  are  our  fenfations  at  different  intcrvafc  t 
To-day,  on  meafuring  the  fame  ground,  though  I 
did  not  find  the  road  ^%fmooih  as  a  bowling-green^ 
I  yet  never  once  difmounted ;  but  rode  with  my 
Letters  on  Switzerland  in  my  hand,  occafiooally 
making  notes  and  obfervations :  it  muft,  hoW' 
ever,  be  confcffcd,  that  in  many  parts,  where  » 
&int  path  along  the  crags  and  impending  preci- 
pices was  fcareely  obvious,  my  fuuation  was  notf 
very  favourable  for  accurate  compofition* 

From  the  top  of  the  Furca,  inftcad  of  immedi- 
ately deCeending  and  purfuing  the  fame  road 
which  I  followed  in  1776,  we  fcnt  our  horfes  for- 
wards, and  defcended  the  Galleberg  to,  the  upper 
part  oif  the  glacier  of  the  Furca :.  from  thence  we 
looked  down  upon  the  Vallais  and  the  Rhone 
flowing  through  it,  as  u^on  a  fmall  field  wa« 
tered  by  a  rill ;  above  and  around,  and  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach,  we  obferved  numberlcfs 
pointed  Alps,  and  particularly  that  ftupendous 
chain  called  the  Aar-Gleichers^  which  compriies,. 
among  many  others,  the  Finfter-aar-hom,  the 
Wetter-horn,  the  jung-frau-horn^  and  the 
Schreck-hom. 

The  upper  part  of  this  glacier  of  the  Furca,  is 
far  more  beautiful  than  the  lower  extremity  ;  the 
fnow  is  of  a  more  virgin  white  ;  the  pyramids  of 
ice  more  bold ;  and  the  blue  tints  more  lively 
and  ainmated.  Having  enjoyed  in  different  di- 
peftions  this  icy  fcehc,  we  defcended  near  the 
edge  of  the  glacier,  and  refreihed  ourfclves  with 
fome  water  from  two  tranfparent  fprmgs  called 
Aughjltvekht'brunnen^  that  burft  from  the  fidea 
of*  the  rock,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other. 
We  then  went  down  a  very  ftcep  dcfcent,  till  we 

joined 
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jciaed  the  track  which  I  purfued  in  27.76.     I  re-* 
xroUe&ed,  with  a  pleafing  fatisfadioQ,  the  torrent, 
near  which  we  eat  oa  that  occafion  our  hutnbie 
fepaft ;  and  came  to  the  Rhone  about  half  a  mile 
beiow  the  Ipot  where  it  burfts  into  two  dreams 
from  the  bottom  of  the  glacier.     In  order  to  have 
a  nearer  view,^  we  croS^d,  the  two  ftream^,  whicl^ 
ithough  fcarcely  thi^e  feet  in  depths  roflied  wuk 
fuch  exceeding  violence,  as-ahnoil  to  overturn 
the  guide,    who  conveyed   me   acrol^   on    his 
ihoulders.  Having  admired  the  arch  of  ice,  and 
paid  our  obeifance  to  the  majeftic  habitation  of 
the  River-God,  we  walked  at  the  foot  of  th« 
Satzberg,    and  noticed  feveral  lively  fprings  iiTu- 
ing  from  the  ground,  which  the  inhabitants  call 
cM  waters  \    and  a  Httlie  further  three  warm 
iburces,    in  which  th«  mercury  in  Reaumur's 
thermometer  (lood  at  ten  degrees  above  freez- 
ing point,  or  ^^  of  Fahrenheit.     Thefe  fources, 
uniting  with  feveral  cold  fprings,  fall,  within  a 
few  paces  from  their  rife,  into  the  great  torrent 
that  flows  from  the  glacier,  and  are  ufually  con- 
fidered  as  the  true  fources  of  the  Rhone.     That 
honour  is  appropriated  to  thefe  little  rills,  becaufe, 
being  pf  an  equal  temperature  in  all  feafons  of 
the  year^  they  do  not  owe  their  origin,   like  the 
£old  waters^  to  the  melted  fnow  and  ice,  and  are 
as  abundant  in  winder  as  in  fummer.     It  ap^ 
pears,  however,  extremely  inconfiflent,  to  dig* 
nlfy  thefe  little  ftreams  with  the  ex^lti/ive  title  of 
the  fources  of   the* Rhone,    for  that  river  un- 
doubtedly owes  its  origin  and  greatnefs  to  the 
perpetual  and  inexhauftible  fupplies  from  the 
furrounding  glapers. 

We 
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J  be  Lake  of  Lucerne--^erifau — ScbtveitZ'^ngiH 
rf  the  Helvetic  Cimfederacy — William  Tell— 
Altdoff. 


T. 


HE  Waldftaetter  See,  or  the  Lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  is,  from  the  greatnefs  and  fubli-. 
mity  as  well  as  variety  of  fcenery,  perhaps  the 
fineft  body  of  water  in  Switzerland.  The  upper 
branch  or  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  is  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs ;  the  fides  of  which  ftretch  from 
Kuflhacht  to  Dallenwal,  ^  fmall  village  near 
Stantz.  It  is  bounded  towards  the  town  of  Lu« 
ceme  by  cultivated  hills  floping  gradually  to 
the  water,  contrafted  on  the  oppofite  f^de  by  an 
enormous  .mafs  of  barren  and  craggy  rocks.^ 
Mount  Pilate  rifes  boldly  from  the  lake,  and  is 
perhaps  one  of  |the  higheil  mountains  in  Switzer- 
land,  if  eftimated  from  its  bafe,  and  not  from  the 
level  of  the  fca.     According  to  General  PfiflFer, 

its 
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At  fpecuSf  et  Cad  JeteSa  apparuit  wgens 
'Regia^  tt  9imhr9f^  penitus  patuere  canwrn^. 
Nmftcus  acfi  qua  penitus  «w  terra  defufcem 
Inftrnas  nferet  fides  ^  et  regna  redudat 
Pallida^  Diit  invifa ;  fuperq ;  immane  barathrum 
C&natur,  treptdentque  immijfo  lumine  numes.  • 

On  entering  the  hovel  I  immediately  recog- 
nized the  fame  landlord,  who  was  ftationed  here 
in  1776,  to  whom,  at  that^time,  I  never  ex- 
peded  to  have  owed  a  fecond  reception  in  fo  for- 
1pm  a  fpot.  While  fuppcr  was  preparing,  a  pea- 
fant  and  our  guide,  forgetful  of  his  great  fatigue, 
fuddenly  ftarted  up  at  the  found  of  their  favourite 
air,  the  Ren%  des  vaches^  played  upon  a  rebec  by 
a  ihepherd,  and  danced  feveral  allemandes^  per- 
fe&ly  in  time,  and  not  without  grace ;  a  pic* 
(urefque  gro^p  of  fpe£tators  looking  on  and  ap 
plaudlng.  \ 

•  Dryderii  Virgil,  Book  viii. 

TTie  court  of  Cacus  (lands  reveaPd  to  fight^ 
The  cavern  glares  with  new  admitted  light, 
'So  pent,  the  vapours  with  a  rumbling  found 
Heave  from  below,  and  rend  the  hollow  ground. 
A  founding  flaw  fucceeds  %  and  from  on  high. 
The  gods  with  hate  behold  the  nether. 'Iky, 
The  ghoRs  repine  at  violated  night, 
And  curfe  th'  invading  fun,  and  ficken  at  the  fight. 


Auguft  30. 

This  morning  we  made  a  fhort  excurfion  to 
the  fource  of  the  Aar,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the 
neighbouring  glaciers.    In  lefs  than  half  an  hour 

we 
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vrc  entered  a  ftnall  plain,  (kirted  by  hi^h  moufl^ 
tains,  and  entirely  clofed  by  a  rugged  chain  o 
Alps,  over  which  tower  the  Finfter-Aar  and  La«^ 
ter-Aar-horns,  and  at  whofe  feet  ftrctches  a  g 
cicr  fo  entirely  covered  with  earth  and  ftones,  a 
to  bear,  at  a  fmall  diftancc,  the  appearance  ot  a 
fand-hill.     From  this  glacier  iffues  ^  '^  torrent 
roaring  loud'*  of  troubled  waters,  which  is  tuc 
Iburce  of  the  Lower  Aar,  and  joins,  i^^  *  *^ 
hundred  paces,  another  ftream  called  the  UpP^ 
Aar,  that  falls  fropi  the  Zinkeberg :  the  uij^ 
of  thefc  two  torrents  forms  the  Aar,  which  ru*^* 
over  a  ftjony  bed  with  great  impetuofity.    M  p*r 
fentit  runs  in  a  narrow  channel ;'  but  at  the  &»^ 
melting  of  the  fnow  in  fpring,  it  overflow*  *^ 
whole  (pace  between  the  mountains,  and  becomes 
a  temporary  lake. 

Our  guide  is  a  chqffeur^  who  frequently  ranged 
over  this  vaft  chain  of  Alps,  in  purfuit  of  *^ 
chamois,  an  animal  remarkable  for  its  aftivity  i^ 
fcoyring  along  the  craggy  rocks,  and  in  leaping 
over  the  precipices.  He  informed  me,  that  this 
glacier  is  the  extremity  of  a  valley  of  ice  ab<5^^ 
twelve  miles  in  length,  and  from  one  to  four  Ui 
bteadth :  it  then  divides  into  two  branches }  one 
extends  towardg  the  Schreckhorn,  apd  the  other 
towards  the  Vallais. 

He  expatiated  with  great  enthufiafm  on  th^ 
profeiTion  of  a  chaffcur,  though  extremely  labo- 
rious, and  at  times  dangerous.  He  ufually  H"^ 
from  fix  to  fifteen  chamois  in  a  year  :  with  the 
flefh,  which  is  ycry  delicate,  he  helps  to  fupport 
his  family,  and  difpofes  of  each  (kin  for  aguiBea« 
He  ufes  a  riflc*barrelied  gun,  and  generally  flioots 
them  at  the  diAance  of  three  or  four  hundre<i 
yards. 

The 
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Hie  diamois  are  very  limofous,  and  confer 
auently  watchful  a&imals.  Tbey  ufually  go  cut 
m  herds  of  twenty  or  thirty  ;  and  while  they  arn 
feeding,  one  of  ihem  pofted  on  an  adjacent  height 
ftands  cetUinely  and  is  relieved  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  by  another.  The  cenfiml  looks  around 
with  great  folicitude  and  attention  ;  and  on  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  danger,  alarms  the  herd  by  a 
ihrill  cry ;  inftantly  the  whole  troop  decapip,  one 
following  the  other. 

The  chamois  feed  on  various  kinds  of  herbage, 
and  particularly  on  the  Lichen  Rangiferinus^  or 
rein-deer  lichen,  which  is  found  in  fuch  great 
quantities,  as  in  many  parts  to  cover  the  fum- 
mits  and  fides  of  the  mountains.  In  order  to  get 
at  their  favourite  food  in  winter,  they,  like  the 
rein- deer,  clear  away  the  fnow  with  their  fore- 
feet, frequently  thawing  it  with  their  breath,  in 
order  to  loofen  it  more  eaiily.  But  when,  either 
from  the  depth  or  hardnefs  of  the  fnow,  they  can- 
not penetrate  to  the  lichens,  they  browfe  on  the 
faplixigs  of  pine  and  fir. 

In  fummer  their  bodies  are  of  a  yellowiih 
brown,  and  whitifli  under  the  throat ;  the  hair  is 
ihort  and  fmooth :  in  winter  their  coat  lengthens 
and  grows  dark^  fo  as  to  refemble  that  of  a  bear, 
and  entirely  to  disfigure  them.  Sometimes,  but 
very  rarely,  they  have  been  found  fpeckled,  or 
of  variegated  colours  ;  and  lately,  a  chamois,  en- 
tirely white,  was  (hot  upon  the  Engelberg*  It 
was  in  all  other  refpeds  fimilar  to  a  common 
chamois  ;  and  it  is  uncertain,  whether  it  owed  its 
colour  to  age  or  accident. 

Linnaeus  has  clafled  the  chamois  in  the  goat 
genus,  under  the  name  of  rupicapra^  or  moun- 
tain-goat} 
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tain-goat;  hk  acquaintance  with  the  antelopes 
having  been  too  (lender  to  enable  him  to  form  a 
genus  of  antelops,  which  Pallas  firft  conftruded, 
and  where  he  has  judicieiifly  placed  this  .animal. 
The  example  of  Pallas  has  been  followed  by 
Pennant  and  fucceeding  zoologifts. 

I  am,  &c« 
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Valley  rf  the  Aar^^Land  of  H^JIi^-Meyringen. 


I 


Angoft  1776. 


FOUND  the  cold  upon  the  Grimfel  more 
piercing  than  upon  the  St.  Gothard ;  and  laft 
night  it  even  deprived  me  of  my  flecp.  But  then 
circumftances  were  very  diflferent  in  the  two 
lodgings  :  for  on  the  St.  Gothard  I  had  a  com- 
fortable bed }  whereas,  laft  night,  I  lay  in  the 
hay-loft,  without  any  coverinjg  :  I  declare,  my 
blood  has  fcarcely  recovered  its  circulation.  Take 
notice  this  is  the  twelfth  of  Auguft. 

Having  quitted  our  wretched  abode  on  the 
Grimfel,  we  pafled  along  the  valley  of  the  Aar, 
through  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  wild,  rugged, 
and  uninhabitable  alps. 

The 
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The  road  along  this  vaHcy,  though  much  nar^ 
rower  than  that  from  Altdorf  to  the  St.  Gothard, 
18  formed  in  the  fame  manner  along  the  deep 
acclivities  and  declivities,  fometimes  laid  on 
arches,  and  fometimes  carried  over  bridges  thrown 
acrofs  the  tremendous  precipice^,  k  is  paved 
with  flat  pieces  of  granite,  fo  fmooth  and  flip' 
pery,  that  the  horfcs  would  have  perpetually 
Aumbled,  if  they  had  not  been  rough-fhod.  Ii^ 
fome  parts  this  road  ran  along  the  bare  and 
rugged  ridges  ;  in  others,  down  Itcps,  either  cut 
in  the  rook,  or  formed  by  large  ilones,  fo  that 
for  fcvcral  paces  it  refembled  a  ftaircafc.  The 
whole  furface  of  the  valley  was  thickly  ftrcwed 
with  vaft  fragments  of  rock  ;  while  thofe,  which 
Hill  hung  on  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  feemcd 
threatening  to  overwhelm  us  ;  the  river,  during 
the  whole  way,  thundering  along  in  a  continual 
fall.  This  valley  exhibits  the  fame  kind  of 
fcenes  to  which  we  have  been  long  accuftomcd ; 
except  that  the  Aar  rufhes  with  more  impetuous 
rage  even  than  the  Rhone  or  the  Reuis  ;  and  tt 
frequently  fo  fweHed  with  the  torrents  it  receive? 
ia  its  courfe  as  to  ravage  all  the  adjacent  coua* 
try  :  we  faw  many  marks  of  thefe  terrible  detafta- 
tions*  We  crofled  it  in  feveral  places,  oyer  ftoa« 
bridges  of  a  fmgle  arch,  one  of  which  equalled, 
in  the  length  of  its  fpan  and  drearinefs.  of  the 
laadiicape,  the  DeviPs  Bridge  in  the  valley  of 
Schoellenen.  About  three  leagues  from  Spitali 
we  had  a  ghmpfe,  through  the  trees,  of  the  Azu 
falling  from  a  con fidcrabJe  height,  hi  order  ta 
gain  a  nearer  vi^w,  we  climbed  along  the  fides 
of  a  deep  rock,  well  covered  with  mo&  :  I  lean- 
ed 
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•J  againft  a  tree  that  impended  over  the  prcci- 
pice,  and  faw  the  river  rufhing  from  the  rock^ 
and  i^rcading  into  a  kind  of  femicircular  ez«* 
panfion  in  it8  defcent.  It  fell  with  fury  into  a 
deep  and  narrow  gulf,  and  then  loft  itfelf  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the(  forcft.  The  body  of  water  wa«  very 
confiderabld,  and  its  perpendicular  fall,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge  by  the  eye,  at  leaft  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet.  The  fcenery  alfo  was  folemnly 
majeftic  ;  the  grey  rocks  on  each  fide  rifing  per^^ 
pendicularly^  and  totally  bare,  except  their  tops, 
which  were  fringed  with  pines. 

This  pidurefque  fcene  appeared  to  realize  a 
favourite  image  of  clafiic  antiquity :  as  1  viewed 
the  Aar  pouring  its  flood  of  Waters  from  a  crevice 
of  the  rock,  I  figured  to  myfelf  die  Nile  or  the 
Tiber  burfting  at  once  from  the  urn  of  a  Rivcr^ 
God. 

In  our  way  to  Meyringen,  we  traverfed  large 
Ibrefts  of  beech  and  pines,  the  Aar  roaring  along 
the  valley  and  the  road,  which  was  as  craggy  and 
rugged  as  ufual,  inceflantly  afcending  and  de- 
fending. We  now  paifed  through  feveral  fmalt 
villages,  which  afforded  a  pleafing  fight,  after 
the  defolate  country  we  had  fo  lately  quitted  ; 
and  entered  a  beautiful  little  valley  of  a  moft 
lively  verdure,  and  delightfully  planted.  All 
was  calmnefs  and  repofe :  neither  rapid  river  nor 
roaring  torrent  to  interrupt  the  unufual  ftillne& 
and  tranquillity  of  the  fcene.  This  (hort  inter* 
val  of  filencc,  rendered  us  more  fenfibly  affeded 
with  thr  turbulence  of  the  Aar  an4the  loiid  cla- 
mour of  the  catara^ls. 

From 
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The  road  along  this  valley,  though  much  nar^ 
rower  than  that  from  Altdorf  to  the  St.  Gothard, 
18  formed  in  the  fame  manner  along  the  deep 
acclivities    and    declivities,    fometimes  laid  oB 
arches,  and  fometimes  carried  over  bridges  thrown 
acrofs   the  tremendous   precipices.    It  is  paved 
with  flat  pieces  of  granite,  fo  fmooth  and  flipr 
pery,   that  the  horfcs  would  have  perpetually 
llumbled,  if  they  had  not  been  rough-(hod.    b 
fome  parts  this  road  ran  along  the  bare  and 
rugged  ridges  ;  in  others,  down  Itcps,  either  cut 
in  the  rook,  or  formed  by  large  Itones,  fo  that 
for  feveral  paces  it  refcmbled  a  ftaircafc.    The 
whole  furface  of  the  valley  was  thickly  ftrcwed 
with  vaft  fragments  of  rock  ;  while  thofe,  which 
ftill  hung  on  tjie  fides  of  the  mountains,  fccmcd 
threatening  to  overwhelm  us  ;  the  river,  during 
the  whole  way,  thundering  along  in  a  continual 
fall.     This   valley   exhibits    tjie  fame  kind  of 
fcenes  tp  which  we  have  been  long  accuftomcd ; 
except  that  the  Aar  ruflies  with  more  impetuous 
rage  even  than  the  Rhcme  o?  the  Reuis  ;  and  is 
frequently  fo  fweHed  with  the  torrents  it  receives 
ia  its  courfe  as  to  ravage  all  the  adjacent  coua** 
try  :  wc  faw  many  marks  of  thefe  terribb  devafta- 
tions.    We  crofled  it  in  feveral  places,  over  done 
bridges  of  a  fmgle  arch,  one  of  which  equalled, 
in  the  length  of  its  fparv  and  dreariiiefs  of  the 
laadicape,   the  DeviPs  Bridge  in  the  valley  of 
Schoellenen.     About  three  leagues  from  Spital, 
we  had  a  glimpfe,  through  the  trees,  of  the  A^U 
falling  from  a  con  fidcraWe  height,     hi  order  to 
gain  a  nearer  view,  wc  climbed  along  the  fides 
of  a  deep  rock,   well  covered  with  mo&  :  I  lean- 
ed 
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fd  againft  a  tree  that  impended  over  the  preci- 
pice,  and  faw  the  river  rufhing  from  the  rock, 
and  {^reading  into  a  kind  of  femicircular  ez-^ 
panfion  in  it8  defcent.  It  fell  with  fury  into  a 
deep  and  narrow  gulf,  and  then  loft  itfelf  in  the 
midft  of  thd  foreft.  The  body  of  water  wa«  very 
conf]derabi(|,  and  its  perpendicular  fall,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge  by  the  eye,  at  lead  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feiet.  The  fcenery  alfo  was  folemnly 
majeftic  ;  the  grey  rocks  on  each  fide  rifing  per^^ 
pendicularly,  and  totally  bare,  except  their  tops, 
which  were  fringed  with  pines. 

This  pifturefque  fcene  appeared  to  realize  a 
favourite  image  of  clafiic  antiquity :  as  1  viewed 
the  Aar  pouring  its  flood  of  waters  from  a  crevice 
of  the  rock,  I  figured  to  myfelf  the  Nile  or  the 
Tiber  burfting  at  once  from  the  urn  of  a  Rivcr^ 
God. 

In  our  way  to  Meyringen,  we  traverfed  large 
fbrefts  of  beech  and  pines,  the  Aar  roaring  along 
Ae  valley  and  the  road,  which  was  as  craggy  and 
rugged  as  ufiial,  inceflantly  afcending  and  de- 
fcending.  We  now  paiTed  through  feveral  fmall 
villages,  which  afforded  a  pleafing  fight,  after 
&e  defolate  country  we  had  fo  lately  quitted  ; 
and  entered  a  beautiful  little  valley  of  a  mofl: 
lively  verdure,  and  delightfully  planted.  All 
was  calmnefs  and  repofe :  neither  rapid  river  nor 
roaring  torrent  to  interrupt  the  unufual  flillnefe 
and  tranquillity  of  the  fcene.  This  (hort  inter-^ 
val  of  filcnce,  rendered  us  more  fenfibly  affeded 
with  thr  turbulence  of  the  Aar  an4  the  loud  cla- 
mour of  the  catara^ls. 

From 
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different  are  our  fcnfations  at  different  interVak  t 
To-day,  on  mcafuring  the  fame  ground,  though  I 
did  not  find  the  road  ^%fmooih  as  a  bowling-greenr 
I  yet  never  once  difmounted ;  but  rode  with  my 
l:.etters  on  Switzerland  in  my  hand,  occafionally 
making  notes  and  obfervations :  it  mufl:,  how-^ 
ever,  be  confefled,  that  in  many  parts,  where  ar 
&int  path  along  the  crags  and  impending  preci- 
pices was  icarcely  obTiou^,  my  fituation  was  notf 
very  favourable  for  accurate  compofition. 

From  the  top  of  the  Furca,  inftead  of  immedi- 
ately defeending  and  purfuing  the  fame  road 
which  I  followed  in  1776,  we  fcnt  our  horfes  for- 
wards, and  defcended  theGalleberg  to,  the  upper 
part  a£  the  glacier  of  the  Furca  ^  from  thence  we 
looked  down  upon  the  Vallais  and  the  Rhone 
flowing  through  it,  as  u^n  a  fmall  field  wa- 
tered by  a  rill ;  above  and  around,  and  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  readi,  we  obferved  namberlefft 
pointed  Alps,  and  particularly  that  ftupendoua 
chain  called  the  Aar-Gleichers^  which  comprifes, 
among  many  others,  the  Finfter-aar-horn,  the 
Wetter-horn,  the  Jung-frau-horn^  and  the 
Schrcck-hom. 

The  upper  part  of  this  glacier  of  the  Furca,  is 
far  more  beautiful  than  the  lower  extremity  ;  the 
fnow  is  of  a  more  virgin  white  i  the  pyramids  of 
ice  more  bold ;  and  the  blue  tints  more  lively 
and  ainmated.  Having  enjoyed  in  different  di- 
regions  this  icy  fcehc,  we  defcended  near  the 
edge  of  the  glacier,  and  refrefhed  ourfclves  with 
fome  water  from  two  tranfparent  fprings  called 
Aughjiweschtbrunnen^  that  burft  from  the  fides 
of' the  rock,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other. 
We  then  went  down  a  very  ftcep  dcfccnt,  till  we 

joined 
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jdsed  the  track  which  I  parfued  in  17.76.  I  re- 
jcoUe&ed,  with  a  pleafing  fatisfadioQ,  the  torrent, 
near  which  we  eat  on  that  occaflon  our  humbie 
fepaft ;  and  came  to  the  Rhone  about  half  a  mile 
below  the  Ipot  where  it  burfis  into  two  (Ireams 
from  the  bottom  of  the  glacier.  In  order  to  have 
a  nearer  view,«  we  crofif^d  the  two  ftreacn«,  whict^ 
though  fcarcely  three  feet  in  depths  rujfhed  with 
fucb  exceeding  violence^  as-almoit  to  overturn 
the  guide,  who  conveyed  me  acrofs  on  his 
ihoulders.  Having  admired  the  arch  of  ice,  and 
paid  our  obeifance  to  the  m^eftic  habitation  of 
the  River-God,  we  walked  at  the  foot  of  the 
Satzberg,  and  noticed  feveral  lively  fprings  iflu- 
ing  from  the  ground,,  which  the  inhabitants  call 
co^  w^en\  a|td  a  littlie  further  three  warm 
iburces,  in  which  th#  mercury  in  Reaumur's 
theiaiometer  flood  at  ten  degrees  above  freez- 
ing point,  or  $$  of  Fahrenheit.  Thefe  fources, 
uniting  with  feveral  cold  fprings,  fall,  within  a 
few  paces  from  their  rife,  into  the  great  torrent 
that  flows  from  the  glacier,  and  are  ufually  con« 
fidered  as  the  true  fources  of  the  Rhone.  That 
honour  is  appropriated  to  thefe  little  rilis,  becaufe, 
being  pf  an  equal  temperature  in  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  they  do  not  owe  their  origin,  like  the 
^U  watefTs^  to  the  melted  fnow  and  ice,  and  are 
as  abundant  in  winter  as  in  fummer«  It  ap- 
pears, however,  extremely  inconfiftent,  to  dig- 
nify thefe  little  ftreams  with  the  excltifive  title  <rf 
the  fources  of  the* Rhone,  for  that  river  un- 
doubtedly owes  its  origin  and  greatnefs  to  the 
perpetual  ^nd  inexhauftible  fupplies  from  the 
furrounding  glapiers* 

We 
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We  had  now  employed  above  nine  hours  from 
the  time  of  our  quitting  the  valley  of  Urfcrcn ; 
and  ihould  have  continued  mucn  longer  amid 
thefe  majeftic  fccnes,  if  the  declining  fun  had 
not  reminded  us  of  approaching  night«  Being 
ftill  at  a  confiderable  diftance  ^om  any  habira^ 
tion,  we  continued  our  route,  and  began  amend- 
ing the  weftem  fide  of  the  Grimfel,  near  the 
warm  fburces  above  mentioned.  The  track, 
though  extremely  fteep,  and  as  perpendicular  as 
a  man  could  well  mount,  was  not  dangerous, 
becaufe  the  rocks  were  thickly  covered  with  fmali 
(hrubs,  herbage,  andmofles.  , 

After  an  hour  and  a  quarter's  tedious  afcent, 
we  reached  the  fummit  of  the  Grimfel,  and 
defcending  a  rugged  ridge  of  granite  rocks,  we 
looked  down  upon  a  lake,  from  which  iffues  a 
ftream  that  falls  into  the  Rhone.  A  little  further 
we  pafled  feveral  fmall  rills  and  dark  lakes  which' 
fupply  the  Aar  ;  in  lefs  than  an  hour  we  entered 
the  road  which  leads  to  the  Vallais,  aiid  came  to 
the  place  of  our  deflination,  the  fame  hovel  on 
the  Grimfel,  where  I  paffed  the  night  on  my 
former  expedition.  We  arrived  there  about  eight 
in  the  evening,  after  a  journey  which  employed 
us  more  than  twelve  hours. 

No  fituation  can  exceed  the  folitary  horror  of 
the  fcenery  on  the  top  of  the  Grimfel.  Its  ap- 
pearance rcfembled  the  infide  of  a  mine,  and 
feemcd  as  if  the  bowels  of  the  earth  had  been 
violently  rei^t  afunder ;  reminding  me  of  that 
lublime  defcription  in  the  ^neis,  when  the  in- 
fide of  Cacus's  cave  is  inftantancoufly  laid  open 
by  the  arm  of  Hercules.     • 


Mount  Grimfft.  >  2^5 

Jb  fptcut^  tt  Caci  dtteSa  apparuit  ingens     . 
*Rggia^  tt  umhrgfdP  penitus  patuere  ca^utrn^, 
Nonficus  acfi  ^ua  penitus  vi  terra  dihfctm 
Infkmas  rtferet  Jedts^  et  regno  recludat 
PaUidm^  Diit  invija  ;  fuperq ;  iputume  harathrttm 
CematuTf  frepidentque  immiffo  lumine  manes.  * 

On  entering  the  hovel  I  immediately  recog- 
nized the  fame  landlord,  who  was  flationed  here 
in  1776,  to  whom,  at  that'time,  I  never  ex- 
pected to  have  owed  a  fecond  reception  in  fo  for- 
1pm  a  fpot.  While  fupper  was  preparing,  a  pea- 
fant  and  our  guide,  forgetful  of  his  great  fatigue, 
fuddenly  fiarted  up  at  the  found  of  their  favourite 
air,  the  Renz  des  vaches^  played  upon  a  rebec  by 
a  ihepherd,  and  danced  foveral  allemandesj  per- 
fe&ly  in  time,  and  not  without  grace ;  a  pic- 
(urefque  group  of  fpe£tators  looking  on  and  ap« 
plauding.  x 

•  Drydffis  Virgil^  Book  viii. 

The  court  of  Cacus  (lands  reveaPd  to  fight^ 
The  cavern  glares  with  new  admitted  light, 
'So  pent,  the  vapours  with  a  rumbh'ng  found 
Heave  from  below,  and  rend  the  hollow  ground. 
K  founding  flaw  fucceeds ;  and  from  on  high, 
The  gods  with  hate  behold  the  nether  ^fkj. 
The  ghofls  repine  at  violated  night, 
And  curfe  th'  invading  fun,  and  ficken  at  the  fight.  - 


Auguft  30. 

This  morning  we  made  a  (hort  excurfion  to 
the  fource  of  the  Aar,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the 
neighbouring  glaciers.    In  iefs  than  half  an  hour 
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wc  entered  a  fmall  plain,  Ikirted  by  hieh  moun- 
tains, and   entirely  clofed  by  a  rugged  chain  of 
Alps,  over  which  tower  the  Finfter-Aar  and  Lau- 
tcr-Aar-horns,  and  at  whofe  feet  ftretchcs  a  gla- 
cier fo  entirely  covered  with  earth  and  ftoncs,  as 
to  bear,  at  a  fmall  dillance,  the  a^^arance  of  a 
fand-hill.     From  this  glacier  iffues  z  'Uorrent 
roaring  loud'*  of  troubled  waters,  which  is  the 
iburce  of  the  Lower  Aar,  and  joins,  in  a  fev 
hundred  paces,  another  ftream  called  the  Upp^t 
Aar,  that  falls  fropi  the  Zinkebcrg  :  the  union 
of  thefc  two  torrents  forms  the  Aar,  which  riifcc* 
over  a  ftony  bed  with  great  impetuofity.    At  p>*- 
fent  it  runs  in  a  narrow  channel ;'  but  at  the  fir» 
melting  of  jhe  fnow  in  fpring,  it  overflows  *^ 
ivhole  fpace  between  the  mountains,  and  becomes 
a  temporary  bke. 

Our  guide  is  a  chaJfeuTy  who  frequently  ranges 
over  this  vaft  chain  of  Alps,  in  purfuit  of  the 
chamois,  an  animal  remarkable  for  its  adivity  in 
icoyring  along  the  craggy  rocks,  and  in  leaping 
over  the  precipices.  He  informed  me,  that  this 
glacier  is  the  extremity  of  a  valley  of  ice  about 
twelve  miles  in  length,  and  from  one  to  four  W 
bfeadth :  it  then  divides  into  two  branches ;  one 
extends  towards  the  Schreckhorn,  apd  the  other 
towards  the  Vallais. 

He  e^cpa^iated  with  great  enthufiafm  on  the 
profeflion  of  a  chaffeur,  though  extremely  labo- 
rious, and  at  times  dangerous.  He  ufually  1^"'^ 
from  fix  to  fifteen  chamois  in  a  year  :  with  the 
flefli,  which  is  ycry  delicate,  he  helps  to  fupport 
his  family,  and  difpofes  of  each  (kin  for  a  guinea- 
He  ufcs  a  riflc-barrclled  gun,  and  generally  ftoots 
them  at  the  diftancc  of  three  or  four  hundred 
yards. 

Tlic 
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Tlie  diamois  are  very  timotow,  and  confab 
^uently  watchful  animals.  They  ufually  go  out 
in  herds  of  twenty  or  thirty  ;  and  while  they  ar« 
feeding,  one  of  them  pofted  on  an  adjacent  height 
ftands  ceniinely  and  is  relieved  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  by  another.  The  anUnel  looks  around 
with  great  foiicitude  and  attention  ;  and  on  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  danger,  alarms  the  herd  by  a 
fhrill  cry ;  inftantly  the  whole  troop  decapip,  one 
following  the  other. 

The  chamois  feed  on  various  kinds  of  herbage, 
and  particularly  on  the  Lichen  Rangiferinus^  or 
rein-deer  lichen,  which  is  found  in  fuch  great 
quantities,  as  in  many  parts  to  cover  the  fum« 
mits  and  fides  of  the  mountains.  In  order  to  get 
at  their  favourite  food  in  winter,  they,  like  the 
rein*  deer,  clear  away  the  fnow  with  their  fore- 
feet, frequently  thawing  it  with  their  breath,  in 
order  to  loofen  it  more  eafily.  But  when,  either 
from  the  depth  or  hardncfs  of  the  fnow,  they  can-^ 
not  penetrate  to  the  lichens,  they  browfe  on  the 
(apliiigs  of  pine  and  fir. 

In  fummer  their  bodies  are  of  a  yellowiffi 
brown,  and  whitifh  under  the  throat ;  the  hair  is 
ihort  and  fmooth :  in  winter  their  coat  lengthens 
and  grows  dark^  fo  as  to  refemble  that  of  abear, 
and  entirely  to  disfigure  them.  Sometimes,  but 
very  rarely,  they  have  been  found  fpcckled,  or 
of  variegated  colours  ;  and  lately,  a  chamois,  en- 
tirely  white,  was  fhot  upon  the  Engelberg.  It 
was  in  all  other  refpeds  fimilar  to  a  common 
chamois  ;  and  it  is  uncertain,  whether  it  owed  its 
cobur  to  age  or  accident. 

Linnaeus  has  clafled  the  chamois  in  the  goat 
genus,  under  the  name  of  rupicapra^  or  moun- 
tain-goat; 
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tain-goat;  hts  ac^uaintaoce  with  the  antelopes 
having  been  too  flender  to  enable  him  to  form  a 
genus  of  antelops,  which  Pallas  firft  conftru&cd, 
and  where  he  has  judicioiifly  placed  this  .animal. 
The  example  of  Pallas  has  been  followed  bf 
Pennant  and  fucceeding  zoologifts. 

I  am,  ^ 
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Valley  rf  the  Aar^^Land  tf  H^ifli — Meyringen* 


I 


Aug^ft  1776. 


FOUND  the  cold  upon  the  Grimfel  more 
piercing  than  upon  the  St.  Gothard ;  and  laft 
night  it  even  deprived  me  of  my  flecp.  But  then 
circumftances  were  very  different  in  the  two 
lodgings  :  for  on  the  St.  Gothard  I  had  a  com- 
fortable bed ;  whereas,  laft  night,  I  lay  in  the 
hay-loft,  without  any  covering  :  I  declare,  my 
blood  has  fcarccly  recovered  its  circulation.  Take 
notice  this  is  the  twelfth  of  Auguft. 

Having  quitted  our  wretched  abode  on  the 
Grimfel,  we  paffed  along  the  valley  of  the  Aar, 
through  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  wild,  rugged, 
and  uninhabitable  alps. 

The 
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The  road  along  this  vaHey,  though  much  nat'' 
rower  than  that  from  Altdorf  to  the  St.  Gothard^ 
18  formed  in  the  fame  manner  along  the  deep 
acclivities    and    declivities,    fometimes  laid  oa 
arches,  and  fometimes  carried  over  bridges  thrown 
acrofs   the  tremendous  precipices-     k  is  paved 
with  flat  pieces  of  granite,  fo  fmooth  and  flipr 
pery,   that  the  horfcs  would  have  perpetually 
ilumbled,  if  they  had  not  been  rough-fhod.    In 
fome  parts   this  road  ran  along  the  bare  and 
rugged  ridges  ;  in  others,  down  lleps,  either  cut 
in  the  rock,  or  formed  by  large  ilones,  fo  that 
for  feveral  paces  it  refembled  a  ftaircafe.    The 
whole  furface  of  the  valley  was  thickly  ftrewed 
with  vaft  fragments  of  rock  ;  while  thofe,  which 
flill  hung  on  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  feemcd 
threatening  to  overwhelm  us  ;  the  river,  during 
the  whole  way,  thundering  along  in  a  continual 
fall.    This    valley   exhibits    t)ie  fame   kind  of 
fccnes  to  which  we  have  been  long  accuftomcd; 
except  that  the  Aar  rufhes  with  more  impetuous 
rage  even  than  the  Rhone  or  tha  Reuis  ;  and  is 
frequently  fo  fweUed  with  the  torrents  it  receiveii 
in  its  courfe  as  to  ravage  ail  the  adjacent  coua* 
try  :  we  faw  many  marks  of  thefe  terribb  devafta- 
tions.    We  crofled  it  in  feveral  places,  byei  ftoiie 
bridges  of  a  fmgle  arch,  one  of  which  equalled, 
in  the  length  of  its  fpan  and  drearinefs.  of  the 
laadicape,   the  DeviPs  Bridge  in  the  valley  of 
Schoellenen.     About  three  leagues  from  Spiral, 
we  had  a  glimpfe,  through  the  trees,  of  the  Aar» 
falling  from  a  con  fidcr able  height,     fai  order  to 
gain  a  nearer  view,  we  climbed  along  the  fides 
of  a  ftcep  rock,   well  covered  with  mo&  :  I  lean- 
ed 
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•d  againft  a  tree  that  impended  over  the  preci- 
pice, and  faw  the  river  rufhiag  from  the  rock^ 
and  ^reading  into  a  kind  of  femicircular  ex'- 
panfion  in  its  defccnt.  k  fell  wich  fury  into  2 
deep  and  narrow  gulf,  and  then  loft  itfeif  in  the 
midft  of  thc(  forcft.  The  body  of  v^rater  wa«  very 
confiderabld,  and  its  perpendicular  fall,  as  far 
as  I  could  jiidge  by  the  eye,  at  lead  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ifeiet.  The  fcenery  aifo  was  folemnly 
majeftic  ;  the  grey  rocks  on  each  fide  rifing  per^ 
pendicularly,  and  totally  bare,  except  their  tops, 
which  were  fringed  with  pines. 

This  pifturefque  fcene  appeared  to  realize  a; 
favourite  image  of  clafiic  antiquity :  as  I  viewed 
die  Aar  pouring  its  flood  of  waters  from  a  crevice 
of  the  rock,  I  figured  to  myfelf  the  Nile  or  the 
Tiber  burfting  at  once  from  the  urn  of  a  River« 
God. 

In  onr  way  to  Meyringen^  we  traverfed  large 
forefts  of  beech  and  pines,  the  Aar  roaring  along 
the  valley  and  the  road,  which  was  as  craggy  and 
rugged  as  ufiial,  inceflantly  afcending  and  de- 
fcending.  We  now  pafTed  through  feveral  fmall 
villages,  which  afforded  a  pleafing  fight,  after 
the  defolate  country  we  had  fo  lately  quitted  ; 
and  entered  a  beautiful  little  valley  of  a  moft 
lively  verdure,  and  delightfully  planted.  All 
was  calmnefs  and  repofe :  neither  rapid  river  nor 
roaring  torrent  to  interrupt  the  unufual  ftillneb 
and  tranquillity  of  the  fcene.  This  (hort  inter* 
val  of  filence,  rendered  us  more  fenfibly  affcded 
with  tht  turbulence  of  the  Aar  an4  the  loud  da** 
mour  di  the  cataracts. 

From 
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From  thb  filent  and  fcqueftcrcd  fpot,  wc 
defcended  to  a  larger  valley  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar.  Perhaps  no  other  part  of  Switzerland  would 
yield  more  delight  and  occupation  to  the  land- 
fcape-paintet  than  this  pfidurcfque  valley,  from 
the  agreeable  and  ever-changing  colour  of  the 
rocks  which  bound  it,  their  fummits  finely  broken 
into  irregular  and  fantaftic  fornrs^  and  from  the 
variety  and  fixe  of  the  fragments  difperfed  near 
the  banks  of  the  river.  Each  fragment,  each 
cottage,  each  (hed^  and  each  ihrub,  is  a  pidure; 
the  effeft  being  confiderably  heightened  by  the 
tranfparency  of  the  air,  and  the  greatnefs  of  th^ 
back-ground. 

We  have  now  vifited  the  fources  of  three  great 
rivers  in  Switzerland,  and  have  traced  their  im- 
petuous progrefs  through  a  trad  of  country,  in 
which  nature  has  exhibited  the  grandcfl:  and  moft 
auguft  of  her  works.  But  how  impoffible  have 
I  found  it  to  lay  before  you  adequate  defcriptions 
of  thefe  majeftic,  variegatedi  and  aftonifliing 
fcenes  !  They  muft  all  of  them  upon  paper  ne- 
ceifarily  appear  much  the  fame  :  yet,  in  fatd, 
every  river  and  cataraft,  every  rock,  mountain, 
and  precipice,  are  refpcftivcly  diftinguiflied  by 
an  infinite  diverfity  of  modifications,  and  by  all 
the  poilible  forms  of  beauty,  or  magnificence  } 
of  fublimity,  or  horror.  But  thefe  difcriminating 
variations,  though  too  vifibly  marked  to  cfcape 
even  the  Icaft  obfcrving  eye,  elude  every  kind  of 
reprcfentation,  and  defy  the  ftrongeft  powers 
both  of  the  pen  and  the  pencil.  In  a  word,  you 
muft  not  judge  of  this  romantic  country,  from 
the  faint  Iketches  I  have  attempted  to  delineate : 

for. 
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for,  upon  the  whole,  they  can  no  more  convey 
an  idea  of  thefe  wonderful  fcenes,  than  if  I  were 
to  aim'  at  giving  fome  notion  of  the  pidures  of 
Raphael  and  Corregio,  by  informing  you,  that 
they  are  compofed  of  paint  and  canvafs. 

M eyritageUy  a  large  and  neat  village,  is  the 
capital  burgh  of  HalUland,  a  diftrid  in  the  can- 
ton of  Berne,  which  enjoys  confiderable  privi- 
leges, llie  people  are  governed  by  their  own 
magiftrates^  and  only  take  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the 
Sovereign  Council  of  Berne.  All  the  authority, 
which  the  bailifs  in  the  other  parts  of  this  canton 
enjoy,  is  poflefTed  in  a  great  meafure  by  the 
Landamman  ;  who  refides  at  Meyringen.  He  is 
always  a  native  of  I:}afliland,  and  is  appointed  by 
the  Sovereign  Council  of  Berne,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  bailif  of  Interlaken.  Moft  of 
the  other  magiftrates  are  eledled  by  the  people^ 
who  aflemble  as  occafion  requires,  smd  are  con- 
voked by  the  Landamman. 

The  inhabitants  are  a  fine  race  of  people  :  the 
men  in  general  remarkably  ftrong  and  well  made  ; 
the  women  tall  and  handfome.  The  latter  have 
an  elegant  manner  of  wearing  their  hair,  which 
is  commonly  of  a  beautiful  brown  :  it  is  parted 
from  the  top  of  the  forehead,  from  thence  brought 
round  and  joined  to  the  locks  behind  ;  which 
either  hang  down  their  back  in  long  trefles, 
are  braided  with  ribband^  or  woven  round  the 
head  in  a  fimple  plait.  But  the  other  part  of  the 
drefs  does  not  in  the  lead  correfpond  with  this 
elegance  ;  as  their  ihapcs,  naturally  fine,  are 
fpoiled  by  an  abfurd  £aihionof  wearing  their  pec- 

ticoatSy 
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ticoats  fo  high,  that  they  all  appear  as  if  they 
were  far  adTanced  in  pregiiancy. 

Meyringcn  is  lituated  near  the  Aar,  in  a  very 
toAiantic  vale  ;  furrounded  by  meadows  of  a  moft 
luxuriant  verdure,  and  iprinkled  with  cottages^ 
which  are  occafionalty  feparated  from  tkeh  other 
by  huge  intervening  flones  and  deep  channels, 
the  remaining  effeAs  of  ftorms  and  inundations^ 
Clofe  to  the  viUicge,  the  Alp^^bach,  a  torrent  fe 
caUed,  falls  from  mount  Houfli,  in  two  per- 
pendicular cafcades,  but  with  fo  much  violence^ 
and  in  (o  large  a  body  of  water^  as  to  canfe  fre- 
quent inundatrons  :  indeed  the  burgh  itfelf  has 
been  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  and  de- 
JStroyed  by  its  repeated  ravages  }  againft  which^ 
however,  it  it  now  protcded,  by  a  wall  of  con« 
fiderable  height  and  folidity.  Near  this  torrent 
anodier  fall  of  water,  caHed  the  Dorf-bach,  glides 
gently  down  the  bare  rock  ;  and  further  on,  the 
Millebach  gliftened  as  it  defcended  through  i 
hanging  grove  of  pincs^  that  feather  the  fides  of 
tht  mountain^ 

As  I  ftood  on  a  platform  of  rock,  about  fifty 
feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  Alpbach,  I  looked 
Over  the  delightful  vale  of  Hafii,  obferved  Mount 
Sheidec  rifmg  from  the  banks  of  the  Aar,  and 
lowering  in  one  part,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  difcover 
three  tremendous  peaks,  in  regular  gradation 
oile  above  the  other ;  the  one  a  naked  coni- 
cal rock  ;  the  fecond  more  tapering  and  fprinkled 
with  Ihow  ;  and  the  third,  which  is  the  higheft 
point  of  the  Wcttcrhorn,  of  a  pyramidal  form, 
mantled  with  gliftening  ice.  * 

The 
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The  followmg  is  the  ordinary  price  of  provi- 
fions  throughout  the  mountainous  parts  of 
iSwitzerland. 


i.  d. 

Butchcr'$  meiit,  per  pound        —  —    02^ 

Bread        —  Dp.         —  —    o  i  5* 

Butter      .  —  Do.         —  —    oaf 

Cheefe        —  Do.         —  —    o  « ^ 

Salt  —  Do.         —  —01^ 

Milk,  per  quart  —  —     o  i  ^ 

Worft  wine,  per  Do.  —  —01^ 

pays  dc  Vaud  wine        —  —06 


By  this  lift  you  will  perceive,    that,  in  pro- 
portion, bread  is  much  dearer  than  the  other  ar- 
ticles ;  and  the  reafon  Is  obvious :  for  thefe  moun- 
tainous parts  confift  almoft  entirely  of  pafturages, 
and  produce  little  corn.  The  peafants,  inhabiting 
the  mountainous  diftri6ls  of  Switzerland,live  chief- 
ly upon  milk  and  potatoes,  which  are  here  much 
cultivated.     According  to  the  price  of  provifions 
in  England,  the  above  lift  will  appear  exceed- 
ingly reafonable  :  but  then  it  ought  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  confidered,  that  money  i«  very  fcarce 
in  thefe  parts.    Nor  indeed  is  it  fo  much  necef- 
fary  in  a  country,   where  there  is  no  luxury  ; 
where  all  the  peafantry  are  tolerably  well  pro- 
vided with  every  neceflary  of  life  from  their 
own    little    domains.    I  had,   to-day,    a  long 
converfation    with    one    of   the    iaas  who  ac- 
companied us  from   Altdorf,   and   who    takes 
care  of  our  horfes.    He  lives  upon  the  moun- 
VoL.  I.  X  taia 
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tains  of  Uri  ;  and,  as  the  \rinter  lafts  near  eight 
months,  during  fome  part  of  which  time  thero 
can  be  little  communication  between  the  fe« 
teral  cottages,  evert  family  lays  in  fuffident 
provifion  for  the  whole  winter.  His  own  family 
confide  of  feven  perfonsj  and  is  provided  with 
the  following  (lores :  fbven  cheefes,  each  weigh* 
ing  twenty-five  pounds;  a  hundred  and  eight 
pounds  of  hard  bread,  twenty.five  bafkets  of 
potatoes,  each  weighing  about  forty  pounds; 
Icven  goats  and  three  cows,  one  of  which  is 
killed^  The  cows  and  horfes  are  fed  with  hay, 
and  the  goats  with  the  boughs  of  firs }  which,  in 
a  fcarcity  of  fodder,  are  given  alfo  to  the  odier 
Cattle.  During  this  dreary  icafon  the  family  are 
employed  in  making  linen  and  ck>th :  and,  for 
this  purpofe,  a  fmall  part  of  the  ground  belong- 
ing to  each  cottage,  is  generally  fown  with  flax. 
That  plant  has  lately  been  much  cultivated,  and 
with  increafing  fuccefii,  in  the  mountainous  dif- 
trials  of  Switzerland*  * 

The  houfes,  like  thofe  of  Appenzel  ancl  Gla- 
rus  are  generally  of  wood ;  and  it  was  a  natural 
obfervation  of  one  of  our  fervants,  in  paifing 
through  a  continued  chain  of  rocks,  that,  as 
there  was  no  deficiency  of  fto&e,  it  feemed  ex- 
traordinary, wood  alone  fliould  be  egciployed 
for  the  purpofes  of  buildine.  But  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  thefe  wooden  houfes  are  fooner  con- 
flruded,  and  eafily  repaired }  and  being  formed 
in  a  coropad  manner,  with  fmall  rooms,  and  low 
ceilings,  are  fufficiently  warm  even  for  fo  cold  a 
climate.  The  chief  obje&ion  to  them  arifes  from 
the  danger  of  fire ;  which,  however,  is  in  fome 

mealurc 
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meafure  obviated  by  the  method  of  building  their 
cottages  detached  from  each  other.  But  this 
obfervacion  does  not  hold  with  refped  to  fome 
of  their  largeft  burghs  :  which  mud  confequent- 
I7  be  czpofcd  to  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful  ca« 
lamity. 

I  am,  &c« 


Xa  LETTER 
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FaU  rf  the  Rtkbenbacb-^Paffa^  tf  the  Sbeidec^ 
Valley  and  Glaciers  o/GrindelwaU. 


Griadclwthl*  Anguft  1  j. 

We  left  Meyringen  this  mornings  crofled 
the  Aar,  and  mounted  the  Sheidec  dirough  a 
beautiful  foreft  of  beech,  poplars,  mountain*a(h| 
and  pines.  About  two  miles  from  Meyringca 
we  difmounted  at  a  fmall  village,  and  patted 
along  fome  fields  in  order  to  view  the  fall  of  the 
Reichenbach,  which  is  defervedly  celebrated  for 
its  variety  and  beauty. 

The  Keichenbach  has  its  fource  at  the  foot 
of  the  Wetterhom ;  and  rolls  in  numerous  cata- 
rads  down  the  deep  fides  of  Mount  Sheidec,  un« 
til  it  unites  with  the  Aar  near  Meyringen.     . 

The  fall  of  the  Reichenbach  may  be  divided 
into  three  principal  parts. 

The 
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Tbe.firft,  which  alone  is  ufually  vifited  by 
traveilera,  precipitates  itfelf  from  an  overhang- 
ing rock,  i$  reduced  into  fpray  and  foam,  and  m 
that  ftate  falls  in  a  perpendicolar  column,  at  leaft 
firom  an  elevatiqn  of  two  hundred  feet,  into  a  na- 
tural bafon,  from  which  it  overflows,  and  is  foon 
loft  in  the  abyfs  beneath.  The  rock  itfelf  is  con- 
cave,, arched,  totally  bare,  excepting  its  fummit, 
which  is  feathered  with  (hrubs ;  and  being  of 
black  marble,  forms  a  ftriking  contraft  with  thp 
pure  whitenefs  of  the  defcending  foam.  Part 
of  the  fpray  rebound^  on  the  rock,  and  glides 
gently  into  the  bafon  ia  many  a  filvery  curi^ 
rent. 

The  fecond  cataraft  begins  from  the  over- 
flowing of  the  bafon  ;  and  is  mpft  adyantftgeoufly 
feen  from  a  large  tree  which  impends  on  the  fides 
of  the  precipice.  In  this  part  the  torrent  forms 
a  fecond  perpendicular  column  of  water,  whiqb 
Is  half  obfcured,  as  it  daflies  through  a  chafm  pf 
projeding  rocks. 

The  beft  point  of  view  for  feeing  the  third  cat^- 
rad  is  in  a  meadow  at  the  bottom  of  the  fecond. 
From  that  fituationthe  whole  Reichenbach  feems 
one  immenfe  water-fall ;  the  bottom  of  the  firft, 
and  the  top  of  the  fecond  cataraft,  being  con- 
cealed by  the  intervening  hills.  From  thence 
it  rolls  nearly  in  a  horizontal  direction  \  is  di- 
vided into  t\$ro  ftreams  by  a  rocky  ifland  beauti- 
fully fprinkled  with  trees,  and  impctuoufly  de- 
fcends  in  two  unequal  bodies.  It  then  daflies 
over  broken  crags  of  black  marble,  through 
groves  of  beech,  mountaip-afli,  and  pines,  and 
rich  grounds  interfperfed  with  hamlets. 

On 
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On  vitv^n^  the  varidtis  patrtsbf  ^AAslh^n- 
Atxxs  fall,  I  v^  fts  much  interfiled  tnA  nffedej, 
fts  Ariftaeuss  is  re|>relented  by  Virgil,,  vhcn  hU 
mother  Cyrcnc  points  aotit  to  him  me  feorcciof 
the  principal  titers  IniVfting  ttt  once  frdin  the 
earth* 

y^m^  I  Jmam  miratu  gefriirieii  W  ka^iA  rtgrn^ 
Sptluneifgu€  latm  €h«fis^  kuafqim  fimio^^  \ 
JktU  ^  it^gmH  mom  Jl^fad^t  i^nrum*  - 
Omnia  fiib  mogni  hiemia  fiumha  terra 
SptSahat  dkjerfa  lofis^  fhafimque^  Lycumfu^ 
Et  capuiy  vnde  ahus  frimumfi  trumpit  Empmu, 
UmbpmerfTihgrkfm^  Mumk  JlmtmipiMa^ 
Safeofumfut  fmam  HffmiSf  Afyfyfyue^  CaUus^ 
Et  gemina  auraiut  UuHno  ecrmm  vuhu 
EriJamu^  fuo  wn  abas  per  finguia  fuba 
In  mare  purpureum  vioUntier  infiuU  amnU*» 

We  next  aTcended  by  the  fide  of  the  Rcichcn? 

bach,  crofied  that  torrent  over  a  bridge ;  and, 

having  tniverfed  feveral  plains,  or  rather  undcr 

lating  vallies,  beautifully  fprinkled  vnth  aih,  po{)- 

•  lar,  and  other  large  trees^  Vfc  continued  oor  route 

.  "       ' « 

•  With  tvond'rtffg  e^fs  he  vtemrstbc  fecret  ftorc 
Of  labes,  that  pent  in  bollow  oivems  romr ; 
^e  h«ftrf  the  crackling  found  of  coral  wood€» 
And  fees  the  fecret  fource  of  fubterraneous  floods ; 
And  where,  diilinguifli'd  in  their  (ev'ral  cells. 
The  fount  of  Phafis,  and  of  Lycus  dwells  1 
Where  fwift  Enipeus  itt  his  bed  appears. 
And  Tiber  hu  majeffic  forehead  rears ; 
Where  Auio  flows,  and  Hypanjs  profound 
Breaks  thro'  th'  oppo(ing  rocks  with  Taging  found  { 
Where  Po  firft  iflues  from  his  dark  abodes. 
And,  awful  hi  hn  cradle,  rules  the  floods. 

pfyJ$f^4  Firgil^  Gcorg.  book  1^* 


Fall  ^thf  Rrifbenbofb.  jn 

at thr  fiootof  ibme eac^rmoiis  mountaiM,  vrhiA 
»re  odled  by  the  general  name  of  Wetterhom  f^ 
OT  Stcrmf  Fedkf  This  enormous  group,  which 
formsthe  Wetterborn,  is  oieuliarly  ftrikingyas  well 
from  the  a^ked  majefty  and  grandeur  of  its  rug-  • 
ged  peaks,  as  from  it$  being  more  infulated  than 
the  neighbouring  mQuntains,  and  becaufe,  in 
paifing  from  Merringen  to  Grindeiwaldj^ 
It  prefents  itfelf  $ne  firi^  of  thif  Aupendoug " 
chain*. 

After  haying  aCcended  about  three  hours  froa| 
the  time  of  our  quitting  IVIeyringen,  ve  refreflir 
ed  ourfelves  and  our  horfes  in  a  delightful  vale 
flrewed  with  hamlets ;  a  floping  hilly  adorned 
with  variegated  verdure  and  wood,  on  one  fide ; 
op  thp  other,  the  B-ofenlavii:  s^i4  Schwartz-wal4 

glacier? 


t  TThe  fevera!  peals  of  tl^is  xnonntain  go  i}nder  diffbrent 
tppdhitions  i  and  are  not  afcertained  withQUt  much  difficult^r^ 
the  pcafiuMi  ttfually  jniftaking  and  confounding  them.  One  if 
called  the  Wetterwhoro,  another  the  Nager-horn,  a  third  the 
Eogel  horn,  and  the  higheft  point  takes  the  djenomination  of 
Jungfra^ohorn,  .or  Virgip^s-hpm,  for  the  fame  reafon  as  the 
mountain  of  that  name  in  the  Valley  qf  Lauterbruennen,  be- 
caufe  its  fummit  is  inacceifible.  Hence  feveral  travellers  have 
foiftakea  this  peak  ifor  the  real  Jungfrau-hom. 

I  have  mentioned  thefe  circumftances,  in  order  tp  prevent 
the  confufion  of  names  puzzling  future  tcaveijers  ^  thej  onc^ 
puzzled  me. 

The  word  ^sm  in  German,  which  bears  the  fame  (ignificft- 
xwi  as  in  the  Engliih  tongue,  i$  applied  to  the  higheft  peaks, 
as  in  French  mguilU^  or  needle. 

•  To  thofe  who  go  from  Grfndelwald  to  Meyringen,  the 
V\retterfaQm  is  die  hft  of  this  chain.  Hence^  the  traveller 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  fo  much  affected  with  its  majefty  and 
grandeur,  as  if  he  firft  obferved  it  in  ascending  from  Me3rriii- 
gen.    I  meotton  thb  circiunftance,  becaiife  all  defcriptiqns  %x^ 
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glaciers  ftretching  between  impending  rock ;  and 
before  us  the  higheft  point  of  the  Wctterhorn  lift- 
ing its  pyratnidical  top  ^capped  with  eternal  fnow. 
As  Vlre  were  taking  ouflrepaft,  we  were  fnddcnly 
fiartUd  bv  a  noife,  like  the  found  of  thunder, 
occafioned  by  a  large  body  of  fnow  falling  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  which,  in  its  precipi- 
tate defcent,  had  the  appearancp  of  a  tprrent  of 
water  reduced  almoft  into  fpray.  Thefe  ava- 
lancbes  (as  they  are  called)  are  fometimes  at* 
tended  with  the  mod  fatal  confequehce:  for, 
when  they  confift  of  enormous  maffes,  they  dc- 
flroy  6very  thing  in  their  courfe  ;.  and  not  unfirc- 
quently  overwhelm  even  a  whole  village.  The 
beft  prcfcrvativc  againft  their  eflFeas  being  Ac 
forefls,  with  which  the  Alps  abound,  there  is 
fcarcely  Si  village,  if  iituated  at  the  foot  of  a 
inountain,  that  is  not  iheltered  by  tvees ;  which 
the  inhabitants  prefer ve  with  uncommon  reve- 
rence, as  their  common  protedor.  Thus,  f^hat 
conftitutes  one  of  the  principal  beauties  in  the 
country,  affords  alfo  fecurity  to  the  people. 

We  continued  our  courfe  at  the  foot  of  the 
Wetterhorn,  which  in  this  part  is  fo  extremely 
perpendicular  and  tapering  as  to  appear  like  half 
of  an  immenfe  pyramid.  Here  we  conceived  it 
impoi&ble,  that  any  fcenes  could  be  more  rude 
and  majeftic  than  thofe  befqre  us ;  but  on  reach* 
ing  the  top  of  the  Schcidec,  we  burft  upon  a 
view  which  fo  far  exceeded  them  in  wiidoefs 
and  horror,  that  we  unanimoufly  exclaimed, 
•*  There  is  the  Scbreckhorn^  or  the  Peakoffer- 

The  defcent  from  hence  to  Grindelwald  is 
gentle  but  tedious:    that  village,   confiftingof 

lipmcroqs 
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numerous  cottages,  difperfed  over  the  plain  and 
upon  the  rifing  htUs,  exhibits  an  agreeable  and 
in&urefque  fcene,  heightened  at  the  fame  time 
by  a  view  of  the  vallie^f  ice  ;  vhieh  ftretch 
sdong  the  fteep  fides  of  the  mountains  in  a 
regular  curve,  and  are  beautifully  ikirted  with 
wood« 

The  two  vallies  of  ice,  which  extend  into  the 
plain  of  Grindelwald,  are  called  the  Superior  and 
Inferior  Glaciers.  The  former  lies  between  th^ 
Wetterhorn  and  the  Mettenberg  ;  the  latter  be- 
tween the  Mettenberg  and  the  Eger-horn.  The 
Mettenberg  is  the  bafe  of  the  Schreckhorn ; 
and  the  Eger-horn,  or  Pointed  peakj  borders  on 
the  valley  of  Grindelwald,  and  dopes  gradually 
from  barren  rock  and  fnow  to  fertility  and  culti- 
va|ioQ% 

Auguft  the  i4tb» 

Dare  I  confefs  to  you,  that  I  am  fomewhat 
difappointed,  and  that  a  nearer  view  of  the  gla- 
cier has  not  fufHciently  compenfated  for  the  fa- 
tigue and  trouble  of  the  expedition  ?  But  I  have 
promifed  to  write  from  my  own  feelings,  and 
not  to  fend  an  account  taken  from  exaggerated 
defcriptions. — We  faliicd  forth  this  n\orning  full 
of  impatience  ;  and  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Inferior  glacier,  farming  a  majeftic  arch  of  ice ; 
from  whence  iffucd  a  loud  torrent  of  fnow-water 
juft  mehcd.  This  glacier  is  compofed  of  nu- 
merous pyramids,  which  are  more  elevated  to- 
l^ards  the  plain  ;  being  from  about  forty  to  fifty 

feet 

♦  JPor  a  further  account  of  this  chain  of  alp%  which  are  coll- 
ie tigtious  to  the  vallies  of  Grindelwald  and  Lauicrbrucnncn,   fee 
J^fticr  on  the  Chain  of  Alps  obfcrvcd  from  Berne, 
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feet  high,  and  gradaaUy  {hortening,  until  they 
terminate  in  a  broad  furfac^  broken  into  deep 
and  vide  cfaafms*  We  mounted  a  very  difficok 
pifth  at  the  edge  of  the  frozen  region,  occafion- 
ally  paffiag  over  the  fteep  and  craggy  parts  of 
rock  almoft  perpendicular,  along  die  ?ery  fides 
of  the  precipice :  the  danger  of  vhich  makes  me 
ihudder  even  now.  This  glader  is  federal  miles 
in  length,  and  is  fuppofed,  by  many  traveBen,  to 
join  the  glacier  of  the  Aar,  which  1  viiited  ia  mj 
expedition  to  the  top  of  the.OriinfeK  But  die 
reverend  Mr.  Wyttenbach  of  Beme,  who  bas* 
frequently  examined  its  dire^on  frcwn  die  ad- 
jacent  heights,  affured  me,  that  thofe  twogla^ 
ciers  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  %  chain  of 
abrupt  and  perpemlicular  mountains* 

After  paving  employed  above  two  hoars  in 
afcending,  we  were  prevented  from  continuing 
our  progrefs  by  rugged  rocks,  and  a  rifing  lull 
of  ice  ;  our  guide  aflfuring  us  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  proceed  any  farther. 
Of  this  we  were  by  no  means  convinced  ;  bat 
not  having  any  condu&or  who  could  lead  the 
way,  and  not  daring  to  explore  thefe  unknown 
regions  by  ourfelves,  we  dcfcended  with  heavy 
hearts ;  much  difappointed,  that  what  we  had  feen, 
though  certainly  a  very  curious  and  fublime 
fight,  did  not  equal  our  expcSations  c  and  i( 
added  to  our  chagrin,  on  being  afterwards  in* 
formed,  that  though  we  cpuld  fcarcely  have  pro* 
ceedcd  further  in  the  direction  which  we  took, 
yet,  that  if  we  had  followed  another  path,  we 
might  have  penetrated  to  the  Superior  glacier,  and 
have  reached  the  bafe  of  the  Schrcckhom*  In 
that  part  between  the  mountains,  now  occupied 

by 
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by  the  Inferior  glacier,  there  wgs  formerly  a  road 
"whicfa  communicated  with. the  Vallais,  but  is  at 
prefent  impafiabie ;  and  a  fpot  was  pointed  out 
to  us,  now  covered  with  ice,  where  oncp  flood  9 
finall  chapel. 

What  peculiarly  dtftingtiifhjis  ihe  glacier  of 
Grindelwald  from  that  of  the  Furca,  is,  that  the 
latter  lies  amid  barren  and  craggy  rocks,  in  a 
moft  defolate,  dreary,  and  uninhabited  country ; 
whereas  this  valley  of  ice  joins  to  a  very  fertile 
plain,  and  borders  upoir  cultivation :  in  other 
re%>e£b  the  Furca  wa(  a  much  more  ftrikin^ 
pbjed.  Not  far. from  this  glacier  of  GrindeE 
waid,  pines,  willow3,  a(h,  and  oaks,  grow  and 
come  to  perfe&ion  :  and  near  the  bprders  of  the 
ice  I  gathered  ftrawberries  and  wild  cherries,  and 
obferved  hazel-nuts,  barberries,  and  mulberry? 
trees.  The  valley  of  Grindelwald  is  extremely 
fertile  j  it  produce  barley,  rye,  hay,  hemp,  and 
froitottoes  in  great  abundanoe,  and  feeds  above 
fwp  tbooJAfid  lar^e  cattle. 

\  am,  Uc. 


ILE  TTE  R 
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Valley  and  Glaciers  ^f  Lautertruennen^^Fall  ef 
the  StaMacbf 


i-  H  E  road  from  Grindelwald  to  this  place  is 
good,  and  we  met  a  cart,  which  to  us  is  become 
a  remarkable  obje£i:,  not  baring  feen  any  thing 
that  moves  upon  wheels  fince  we  quitted  Lucf  me. 
Hie  country  is  pleafingly  diverfified  with  hang- 
ing woods,  immenfe  rocks,  deep  precipices,  and 
violent  torrents.  But  I  fuppofe  you  are  by  this 
.  time  as  much  accudomed  to  rocks,  precipices, 
and  torrents,  as  the  readers  of  Fingal  to  blue 
mills  and  hollow  winds*. 

The 

•  A  nearer  and  more  interefting  bat  more  difficult  pflage, 
condu£U  over  the  SKeidec  from  Grindelwald  to  Lauter- 
bruennen.  In  my  fecond  expedition  into  thefe  pans,  I  pro- 
pofed  tmveriing  this  paflage,  and  had  afiually  fee  off  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  a  violent  fli^wer  obliging  me  to  change  my  re- 

folutioo, 
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The  Talley  of  Lauterbruennen  b  enxbofotned 
in  the  midft  of  the  alps.  The  wcftern  boundary, 
of  the  valley,  from:  which  the  Staubbach  falls, 
would,  in  any  other  country,  be  called  an  enor* 
mous  mountain:  It  here  appears  only  a  tri- 
fling  hill  in  comparifon  with  the  oppofite  chain, 
of  which  the  higheft  point  is  the  beautiful  Jung- 
frau-hom,  that  ftretches  in  a  fcmicircular  direc- 
tion^  and  overlooking  the  adjacent  peaks,  rifes 
to  a  ftupendous  height. 

We  are  now  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  clergy- 
man of  Lauterbruennen  ;  a  little  village,  or  rather 
coUe^ion  of  cottages,  fprinkled,  like  tbofe  of 
Grindelwald,  about  the  valley  and  accefliblc 
parts  of  the  hills.  Near  the  houle,  is  the  cele* 
brated  fall  of  the  Staubbach,  which  I  am  juft  re« 
turned  from  viewing.  This  torrent  rolls  per- 
pendicularly from  fo  confiderable  a  height,  as  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  fine  Ijpray  ;  the  greateft  part 
of  it  falls  clear  of  the  overhanging  mountain, 
during  its  whole  defcent ;  but  the  remainder 
daflies  about  half  way  againfl:  a  projedion  from 
the  rock,  and  flies  off  with  great  violence.  The 
clergyman  meafured,  a  Ihort  time  ago,  its  per- 
pendicular height,  and  found  it  nine  hundred 
and  diirty  feet,  llie  fun  (hining  in  an  oppo&te 
dire&ion,  a  miniature  rainbow  was  refleded 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  fall :  while  I  flood 
at  fome  dillance,  the  rainbow  affumed  a  fcmi- 
circular 

folutlon,  I  continued  my  journey  along  the  fame  road  as  oa 
the  former  occafion. 

It  may  be  proper .  to  apprize  the  traveller,  that  there  are 
twoSheidecsy  the  one  feparating  the  vallies  of  Grindelwal4 
and  Meyringen,  the  other  thofe  of  Grindelwald  and  Lauteiv 
bruennen. 
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drcular  figttve  ;  M  I  appwMhedv'die  ezlreme 
points  gradually  cmncidedy  and  formed  »  com* 
pfete  circle  of  the  moft  \v9e\j  and  brttKant 
colours,  la  order  to  hare  a  ftUl  finer  view,  F 
iFcntured  nearef  atid  nearer  }  tbe  circle  ztt'the 
fame  time  tfecomiag  fmaller  and  fai^ler  ;  aad 
as  I  ftood  <piite  under  the  h)i$  il  fuddenly  difap* 
peared.  When  I  looked  up  to  the  torreat,  ki 
this  fitoation,  it  refiunbled  a  cloud  of  diift :  and 
from  this  circumftance  indeed  it  takes^  ks  same  ; 
Staubbach  iignifying,  in  she  German  kmgiiage, 
a  fpring  of  du/t. .  I  paid  for  my  curk>fity,  by 
being  extremely  wee  ;  but  then  I  had  the  h- 
ttsfadioni  at  the  tune  time,  of  feeing  a  nitt- 
bow  in  miniatore :  no  uncommon  phasnome* 
non,  as-  k  may  be  obibrved  in  any  caicade, 
upon  which  tbe  fua  fliines  dired:ly  in  a  certain 
pofition«  In  the  prefent  inftance,  however,  k 
was  fome  cqtifolation  to  me,  that  ^  eb^ 
happened  to  be  pecuharty  ftrikmg* 

llie  next  morning  we  rode  to  the  extremity 
of  the  vale,  in  which  there  are  feme  nobte  peints^ 
of  view^aod  aiccnded  to  the  gfociers,  wl(ich  ftreteh 
from  the^feet  of  the  Brek-tjorn  ^nd  G«off>bem. 
In;  this  delightful  vaiky  many  ftxeams  *  of  the 
cleared  water  gufli  from  the  earth  like  ftnaH 
rivers,  2axd  numberlefs  torrents  precipitate  them* 
felves  from  the  mountains.  I  noticed  two  in  par- 
ticular which  fall  from  a  greater  height  than  even 
the  Staubbach,  but  as  their  defccnt  is  noc  fo  di* 
rca,  they  arc  Icfs  extraordinary. 

After 

•  From  t\u$  clrcumftance   it  receives  its  aaoie, 
bruennm,  in  Ceroiaa,  ^\^\(/\Ttg  mer^  fyritfgr. 
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After  moumii^  above  three  honrs,  we  reached 
a  fmall  hut,  which  In  famnier  is  inhabited  by 
herdfoiCB,  who  make  exccUcat  cheefe^,  and  tend 
nimierous  herch  of  cows, .  goats,,  and  fwtoe. 
Here  we  feafted  upon  cold  chamois,  which 
our  hoft  had  provided  for  us,  and  concluded 
o«r  repafl:  with  a  deffisrt  of  delicious  cream. 
From  thence  we  afcended  ftill  further,  with  coo- 
fiderable  difficulty  arrived  at  the  borders  of 
the  gltciiers,  ao4  were  eatjrely  furrounded  by 
rugged  aad  $imoA  impa&ible  rocks.  We 
willied  to  proceed  {  but  our  hoft  aflfuring  us, 
that  we  had  but  jttft  time  to  return  before  night, 
we  fee  down  clofe  to  the  ice,  and  contem* 
Itlaledy  wkh  rapture  and  aftoaiihment,  part  of 
the  great  central  chain  of  the  alps  ;  rocks  tower- 
ing above  rocks^  and  mountains  rifing  above 
mountains,  not  mtMre  diftiaguifhed  for  their  ftu« 
peftdow  hetghta,  -Chan  for  the  immenfe  variety 
and  rudeaefs  of  their  forms.  One  of  the  peaks^ 
which  Is  caHed  the  Grofs-hom,  is  of  a  pyramidal 
(hope,  aad  is  capped  with  frozen  fnow  j  another, 
the  Breit*born,  is  conical,  and  feeo^s  crowned 
with  an  enormous  mafs  of  tranfparent  ice,  from 
which  die  refledaoa  of  the  fun-beams  were  inex* 
preffibly  beautiful.  But  the  moft  elevated  and 
moft  masjeftic  of  thewbole  group,  is  tbcjungfrau- 
hom^  or  Virgin's-horn,  which  takes  its  name  of 
vimm,  becaufe  its  fummit  is  inax:ccifible.   • 

The  hoUows  between  the  mountains  are  filled 
with  large  vallies  of  ice,  broken  into  a  great  va- 
riety  of  mapes  ;  and  feveral  torrents  burfting  from 
the  fnow,  and  uniting  in  their  courfc,  form 
the  Weifs-Lutchine,  a  river  which  rolls  rapidly 
through  the  valley  of  Lauterbruennen,  joins  the 

Schwartz- 
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Schwartz^Lutchine,   which  flows  from  GrindcU 
wald^  and  falls  into  the  Aar, 

Many  of  the  mountains  are  covered  to  a  great 
height  with  verdure,  on  which  the  eye  rcpofes 
with  delight  apiid  the  horrors  of  fuch  wintry 
fcenes.  We  obfcrved  alfo,  at  confiderable  clc- 
yations,  feveral  fmall  villages,  the  accefs  to  which 
mud  be  almoft  as  difficult  as  to  the  glaciers  to 
which  we  afcended. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  the  magnificence 
and  variety  of  this  curious  fcenery,  and  the  un- 
common phasnomenon  of  ice  and  fnow  in  the 
midft  of  fummer,  bordering  on  forcfts  and  culti- 
vation i  yet  I  mud  own,  that  the  ideas  which  we 
had  prcvioufly  conceived,  from  the  exaggerated 
accounts  of  others,  concerning  the  boundlefs  ex- 
tent and  magnificent  appearance  of  the  glaciers, 
were  not  fufficicntly  anfwered.     And  it  is  re- 
markable^ that  every  obje&  in  Switizerland  has 
more  than  gratified  our  cxpefbations,  except  the 
glaciers  ^  which  muft,  neverthelefs,  be  coiifider* 
ed  as  forming  one  of  the  moft  interefting  phae- 
nomena  in  the  whole  country.    This  difappoint- 
mcnt  feems  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  turgid 
accounts  which  we  had  heard  and  read  of  the  gla- 
ciers of  Grindelwald  and  Lauterbmennen :  and 
we  were  led  to  fuppofed,  that  the  glacier  of  the 
Furca  was  much  inferior  in  magnitude  to  thoTe  of 
Grindelwald  and  Lauterbruennen ;   whereas,  in 
fad,  it  was  in  all  refpeds  equal,  if  not  fuperior, 
to  them. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

September  i,  1785. 

Ik  178  c,  I  was  coRfiderably  more  delighted 
and  aftomflied  with  the  vaUies  of  Grindeiwald 
and  Lauterbruennen  than  in  1776;  becaufemy 
imagination  was  not,  in  this  as  in  the  former  in- 
ftance,  exalted  by  exaggerated  defcriptions,  and 
led  to  expeft  more  than  could  be  reached,  even 
by   nature  herfelf,    however  prodigal  in  thefe 
her    fublimeft   works.       But  the  valties  of  ice 
appeared  to  me^  in  the  latter  as  well  as  in  the 
former  period,  inconfiderable  objefts,  when  view- 
ed at  fome  diftance,    and   compared   with  the 
furrounding    mountains,    whofe    fummits    and 
fides  are  clothed  with  vaft  regions  of  ice  and 
fnow.     On  ^  nearer  approach  they  become  more 
interefling,  particularly  when  they  are  broken 
into  abrupt  ridges,  and  immenfe  chafms ;  and 
when    their    aggregate    mafs,     and    numerous 
branches^  are  obferved  jFrom  the  furrounding 
heights.     Still,  however^  the  traveller  may  be 
difppointed,  whofe  imagination  has  been  previ« 
oufiy  filled  with  turgid  defcriptions ;  or  who  ap« 
plies  to  the  vallics  of  ice  that  fublimity  and  magr 
nificence,  which  are  only  due  to  the  Alps  above 
and  around  them. 
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Lakes  of  Tbun  and  Brientz^Pqffage  of  MwH 
Gemmi^^Batbs  of  Leak. 


HE  nearcfl:  route  from  Lauterbruennen  to 
the  Baths  of  Leuk,  leads  acrofs  the  mountains 
to  Kanderfteig.  It  is  called  le  cbemin  vert^  or 
the  green  way^  becaufc  the  rock's  arc,  for  the  molt 
part,  covered  >^ith  herbage.  It  is  only  pra£lica- 
ble  to  foot-paflengers  ;  and  I  was  informed  by  a 
Swifs  gentleman  who  paflfed  it,  though  fteep  and 
difficult,  that  it  is  not  dangerous.  Its  diftance 
may  be  about  three  leagues,  and,  to  a  perfon 
not  wholly  unaccuflomed  to  alpine  parages, 
would  require  about  five  or  fix  hours.  A  chajfeur 
would  perform  it  in  lefs  than  half  the  time.  In 
my  fecond  expedition,  in  1785,  I  had  propofcd 
croffing  this  way  ;  but  was  obliged  to  decline  it, 

as 
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the  precipice^  and  half  obfcuring  the  river  frotn 
our  view.  The  darknefs  and  folitude  of  the 
forefts  ;  the  occafional  livcHncfs  and  variety  of  the 
verdure;  immcnfe  fragments  of  rock  blended 
with  enormous  maiTes  of  ice  ;  rocks  of  an  allo- 
nifhing  height  piled  upon  one  another,  and  (hut- 
ting in  the  vale; — fucN  are  the  fublime  and 
magnificent  fcenes  with  which  this  romantic 
country  abounds. 

Near  Wafcn,  is  the  valley  of  Meyen ;  the 
torrent  that  dafhes  through  it,  and  falls  into  the 
Reufs,  forms  a  ferics  of  the  mod  fuperb  catarads, 
which  the  traveller  may  enjoy  by  venturing  to  the 
edge  of  the  precipice,  and  fupporting  himfelf 
againft  an  impending  pine,  that  overlooks  the 
gulf. 

We  fct  out  this  morning  eairly  from  Wafen,  a 
fmall  village  where  we  pafled  the  night  ;  and 
continued  advancing  for  fome  way  on  a  rugged 
afcent,  through  the  fame  wild  and  beautiful  traA 
ef  country,  which  I  have  juft  attempted  to  dc- 
fcribe.  We  could  fcarcely  walk  a  hundred  yards 
without  eroding  feveral  torrents,  that  rolled  with 
violence  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  Thijs 
being  one  of  the  great  paiTages  into  Italy,  we  met 
many  pack-horfes  laden  with  merchandife  :  and 
as  the  road  in  particular  parts  is  very  narrow,  it 
required  fome  dexterity  in  the  horfes  to  pafs  one 
another  without  joftling.  Thefe  roads,  impend- 
ing over  precipices,  cannot  fail  of  infpiring  terror 
to  thofc  travellers,  who  arc  unaccuftomed  to 
them ;  and  more  particularly  as  the  mules  and 
horfes  do  not  keep  in  the  middle  of  the  track, 
but  continue  croffing  from  ihe  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain  towards  the  edge  of  an  abyfs,  then  turn  ailant 

abruptly  ; 
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fmall  town  of  Frutigen :  from  thence  commcncct 
that  of  Kander,  watered  by  a  river  of^  the  fame 
name,  and  bounded  by  mount  Kander.  In  all 
thefc  vallics,  the  rudencfs  and  height  of  the 
mountains,  which  almoft  cnclofe  them,  contraft- 
cd  with  the  beauty  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  plains, 
always  fertilized  by  fbmc  lively  torrent,  form  a 
thoufand  pidurefque  fcenes,  ever  changing,  and 
impoifible  to  be  defcribed :  and  they  are  ftill 
further  embellifhcd  by  the  number  of  ruined 
cadlcs  perched  upon  points  feemingly  inaccef- 
fiblc. 

The  road  continued  good  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Kandcrftcg  ;    from  whence  delicate  travellers, 
who   do  not  chufe  to  mount  a  rugged  afcent, 
either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  are  carried  in  an 
arm-chair  fupported  by  means  of  poles  upon  men's 
(houlders.      Wc  proceeded,  however,  on  horfe- 
back, having  before  rode  up  deeper  and  more 
difficult  paths.      After  having  afcended  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  ^e  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  the 
,    Kander,  where  a  wooden  crofs  marks  the  cn» 
trance  in  the  Vallais ;  then  traverfed  a  waving 
plain  of  paflure,  in  which  we  obferved  a  few  huts 
and  fevcral  herds  of  cattle ;  and  at  length  reached 
a  fingle  houfe  on  the  Gemmi,  where  we  procured 
fome  refreihment :  here  we  faw  nothing  but  im* 
menfc  rocks  piled  upon  one  another,  with  no 
appearance  of  vegetation  ;  and  the  weather  was 
exceedingly  cold;     We  then  pafled  over  a  large 
drift  of  fnow,  and  came  to  the  lake  called  the 
Dauben  See,  about  a  league  in  circumference, 
fupplied  by  a  confiderable  torrent  from  a  neigh- 
.  bouring  glacier.     This  lake  has  no  vifible  outlet ; 

but 
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but  it  doubtlefs  finds  a  fubterraneous  palTage  into 
the  Vallais. 

The  chain  of  mountains,  Tvhich  here  feparates 
the  canton  of  Berne  from  the  Vallais,  is  called 
the  Gcmmi :  from  the  point  of  which,  over-look- 
ing and  almoft  over«hanging  the  Vallais,  we  had 
at  once  a  mofl:  extenfive  profpe£t  over  that  fertile 
country,  and  the  rugged  Alps  of  Savoy.    The 
mountain  which  we  defcended,  is  in  many  places 
almoft  perpendicular ;  and  yet  a  horfe-road  has 
been  hewed  in  the  hard   rock  down  this  very 
formidable  defcent.      It  was  begun  in   17365 
and  finiihed  in.1741,   at  the  joint  eicpence  of 
the  Vallais,  and  the  canton  of  Berne :  an  afto- 
niihing  work !  which  proves  that  nothing  is  im« 
pradicable  to  human  induftry.      More  tha^  a 
league  has  been  blown  up  with  gunpowder,  and 
a  way  formed  which  feems  dangerous  to  thofe^ 
who  are  unufed  to  mountainous  countries,  or 
whofe  heads  are  apt  to  turn  giddy.     It  is  about 
nine  feet  broad,  and  quite  hangs  over  the  preci-^ 
pice :    in  fome  parts,  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  it 
is  a  holtow  way^  open  only  at  one  fide,  the  rock 
above  projefting  over  it,  of  the  fame  breadth, 
and  ia  the  lame  direction.     The  appearance  is 
peculiarly  fingular :    for,  as  the  road  winds  con« 
linually,  the  fcene  lalfo  continually  changes ;  fo 
that  one  moment  we  commanded  an  extenfive 
view,  and  the  next  were  totally  enclofed  with 
barren  rock. 

The  defcent  from  the  top  to  the  plain,  is  about 
two  leagues :  when  you  are  arrived  at  the  bot- 
tom, and  lookup,  you  cannot  pbferve  the  fmalleft 
traces  of  a  road  \  fo  that  a  ftranger  would  hardly 

believe 


3«6  LETTER      33. 

believe  it  poifible,  that  a  paflage  has  been  formed 
down  the  rock,  until  convinced  by  his  own  expe- 
rience. 

Abotrt  thirty  years  ago,  the  troops  of  Bcmc 
defcended  this  road  for  the  purpofe  of  ailifting 
the  canton  of  Uri  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley  of  Levino,  who  had  revolted  ;  and,  what 
is  almoft  incredible,  they  defcended  with  heavy 
artillery. 

This  place  is  famous  for  its  hot  medicinal 
fprings ;  and  is  much  frequented  by  invalids  of 
various  kinds,  during  this  feafon  of  the  year :  the 
patients  either  bathe  or  drink  the  waters.  Ai 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  accounts  which  I  have 
received  concerning  their  warmth,  their  analyfis, 
the  method  of  ufmg  them,  and  their  efficacy  in 
curing  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  obftrudions,  and 
cutaneous  diforders ;  they  feem  nearly  to  re- 
ferable thofe  of  Bath.  There  are  fevcral  fprmgs, 
of  different  warmth  and  of  different  qualities : 
according  to  the  moft  accurate  experiments  made 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wyttenbach,  the  mercury  in 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  when  plunged  into 
the  principal  fourcc,  ftood  at  115;  and  at  lao 
in  the  fpring  which  flows  near  the  bridge  over  the 
Dala. 

The  accommodations  for  the  company  are 
very  inconvenient :  each  perfon  having  for  his 
own  ufe  a  fmall  apartment  not  more  than  a  few 
feet  fquarc ;  in  which  there  is  juft  room  for  a  bed, 
a  table,  and  two  chairs.  The  public  dining- 
room  is  upon  rather  a  larger  fcalc,  as  is  alfo  an 
apartment  where  the  company  occafionally  af- 
fcmblc.      Formerly    the   accommodations  were 

tolerably 
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tolerably  good ;  but  unfortunately,  in  17 19,  an 
avalancie  fell  with  fuch  impctuoHty  from  a 
neighbouring  glacier,  upon  die  village,  as  to 
overwhelm  the  greateft  part  of  the  houfes  and 
the  baths,  and  to  deftroy  a  confiderable  number 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  company,  confiding  of  perfons  from  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  Switzerland,  are  exceedingly 
aflfable  and  obliging :  infomuch  that  feveral  of 
them  have  invitid  us  to  their  refpedive  houfes  ; 
and  this  invitation  was  made  with  that  opennefs 
and  unaffeded  franknefs  fo  peculiarly  chara£):er« 
iftic  of  the  Swifs.  We  dined  this  morning  ac 
eleven ;  the  bell  for  fupper  is  now  ringing,  and 
it  is  fcarce  feven.  Thefe  are  primitive  hours  : 
but  we  have  travelling  appetites ;  and,  provided 
we  meet  with  refrelhment,  the  hour  and  place  are 
of  little  confequence. 

You  are  now  probably  drinking  tea  in  your 
withdrawing  room,  from  whence  you  are  enjoy-* 
ing  that  beautiful  profpeft  I  have  fo  often  ad- 
mired.   The  fituation  of  this  fpot  is  more  ro-» 
mantic  than  that  of  Bath,  and  the  waters  perhaps 
not  lefs  efficacious  :  yet  this  village  contains  only 
a  few  miferable  houfes,  while  Bath  is  one  of  the 
fined  towns  in  Europe.     I  had  a  converfation  to- 
day  upon  this  topic,  with  a  very  ingenious  and 
wclUinforihed  gentleman  of  the  Vallais.     I  ob^^ 
fervcd  to  him,  that,  confidering  the  great  credit 
and  efficacy  of  thefe  waters,  I  could  not  forbear 
wondering,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  republic  had  not 
confidered  the  improvement  of  the  accommoda- 
tions, .an  obje6t  worthy  of  their  attention;  for,  if 
they  were  rendered  more  convenient  for  the  re- 
ception 
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ception  of  invalids,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  t!ie 
means  of  drawing  a  great  number  of  ftrangers  i 
and  confequently  muft  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
countij.  He  aflured  me,  it  had  more  than  once 
been  m  concem|4ation  i  that  fome  perfons  of 
great  credit  an4  authority  oppofed  all  improve- 
ments^  upon  a  principle  umilar  to  the  policy  of 
Lycurgus ;  conceiving  that  a  conconrfe  of 
ftrangers  would  only  fervte  to  introduce  luxury 
amoiw  the  inhabitants,  and  infenfibly  deftroy 
that  fimpficity  of  manners,  for  which  the  Vol' 
lai/atu  are  fo  Remarkably  diftingnifhed. 

How  fa?  the  ignorance  of  a  people  contributes 
to  their  true  felicity  i  or  how  tar  a  fimplidty  of 
manners  may  be  corrupted  by  national  itDprove- 
ment  ?  are  queftk>B8,  which  have  been  much 
agitated  ;  and  will  never  be  decided,  fo  long  as 
it  (hall  be  held  juft  reaibning  to  argue  from  the 
abufe  againfl  the  ufc.  ^  But  it  will  readily  be  at- 
lowed,  that  fuperftition  is  ever  the  companion  of 
ignorance  ;  and  that  a  people  who  are  both  ig* 
noriant  and  fuperftitious,  muft  neceflarily  be  be- 
nefited by  an  intercourfe  with  nations  more  im- 
proved and  enfightened  than  thcmfelvcs. 

We  walked  to  a  fpot  not  far  from  hence,  ^vheit 
a  communication  has  been  formed  with  the  vil* 
lagc  Albenen.  Where  the  mountain  inclines  to- 
wards a  flope,  a  foot-path  has  been  cut ;  but  in 
thofe  parts  wherd  the  rock  is  di redly  perpendi- 
cular, ladders  are  placed  ;  and  the  peafants  afcend 
and  defcend  with  heavy  burdens  upon  their  fliouK 
dcrs.  We  counted  fcven  of  thefe  ladders.  I 
mention  this  circumftance,  not  as  being  an  objcft 
fo  remarkable,  perhaps,  as  is  reprefented  by  fwnc 

tra- 
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tnnreller3( ;  but  as  it  will  convey  to  you  an  idea 
of  the  extreme  ruggedaefs  and  fmgularity  of  the 
country. 

I  am^  &c. 
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Republic  of  the  VallaU — Cardinal  Scbinner-^tovm 
•f  Sion — Martignj-^Su  Maurice. 


Sion,  Augoft  19. 

S I O  N  being  nearly  the  point  where  the  Ger- 
man language  terniinates,  and  where  the  French 
begins  ;  the  natives  in  this  part  of  the  Vallais  con* 
fequcntly  fpeak  both  tongues.  Nothing  is  more 
curious  or  interefting  to  thofe,  who  have  entered 
into  inquiries  of  this  nature,  than  to  inveftigate 
the  caufes  which  occafion  the  gradations  of  lan- 
guage :  but  acknowledging  my  ignorance  in  this 
branch  of  literature,  I  can  only  mention  the  fim- 
ple  faft. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  at  five,  and  came 
down  a  very  fteep  valley  to  Leuk,  a  fmall  town 
built  upon  an  eminence  near  the  Rhone  :  that 
river  is  here  very  rapid  j  and,  if  we  may  judge 

by 
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by  the  breadth  of  the  channel,  often  overflows  its 
banks.  AYe  crofled  it  at  this  place,  and  conti- 
nued for  fome  way  through  a  foreft  of  firs,  till  we 
again  pafied  the  river  to  Siders  :  from  thence  we 
coafted  its  Jbanks  to  Sion,  the  capital  of  the  Val- 
lais. 

Another  road  leading  from  the  Baths  of  Leuk 

to  Siders,    which  I  traversed  in  1785,  though 

more  fteep  and  incommodious,  is  far  more  in* 

terefting  to  the  traveller,  who  delights  in  piftiji- 

refque  views.     It  is  caUed  the  galleries  }    is  cut 

along  the  fides  of  an  abrupt  and  rugged  rock,  in 

a  zig-zag  dire&ion,  and  bounded  by  a  wooden 

railing,   which  overhangs  a  dreadful  aby&,  fo 

deep  and  obfcure,  that  the  river  Dala,    which 

rolls  impetuoufly  through  it,  is  neither  feen  nor 

heard. ;  The    oppofite   chain    of    mountains  is 

clothed  with  dark  forefts,  enlivened  with  paftures, 

and  intcrfperfed  with  occafional  villages,  which 

are  fituated  one  above  the  other,  to  a  confiderable 

height,  and  feem  Scarcely  accei&ble  but  to  foot- 

paifengers. 

This  trafl:  of  country,  called  the  Vallais, 
ftretcbcs  from  eaft  to  wefl:  about  a  hundred 
miles  ;  and  contains  about  a  hundred  thoufand 
inhabitants,  who  all  profefs  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  It  is  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower 
Vallais :  the  former  reaches  from  the  Furca  to 
the  Morge,  below  Sion  ;  and  the  latter  from  that 
river  to  St.  Gingou,  fituated  upon  the  lake  of 
Geneva. 

The  Upper  Vallais  is  fovercign  of  the  Lo^er 
Vallais  ;  and  comprifcs  feven  independent  dixains 
pr  commonwealths ;  namely,  Sion,  Goms,  Bfifg, 
Vifp,  Leuk,  Raren,  and  Siders  :  of  thefe  Sion 

is 
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is  ariftotratical,  and  the  others  democradcal. 
They  are  calted  Dixains^  becaufe  the  Upper  Val- 
lai8  being  divided  into  feven,  and  the  Lx>wer 
into  three  diftrifts,  each  divifion  is  a  dixain^  or 
tenth  of  the  whole. 

The  biihop  of  Sion  Was  formerly  abfolutc  fo- 
vereign  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  Vallais  ;  but 
his  authority  is  at  prefent  limited  to  the  following 
particulars.  He  has  ihe  fole  power  of  pardoning 
criminals')  and  iigns  all  the  warrants  for  execu- 
.  tion :  the  money  is  coined  in  his  name,  and  with 
the  arms  of  the  republic.  In  his  ads  he  figna 
himfdf  bifhop  of  Sion,  prince  of  the  German 
empire,  and  count  and  prsfefk  of  the  Vallais : 
in  days  of  high  ceremony  he  dines  in  public, 
and  is  waited  upon  by  the  firft  noble  of  the  Val« 
lais,  who  is  hereditary  treafurer.  He  nominates 
alfo  the  bailifs  or  governors  of  the  two  bailliages 
of  Martigny  and  Arden }  and  he  poflefies 
confiderable  influence  from  his  patronage  of 
church  preferment.  Upon  a  vacancy  in  the  fee^ 
the  canons  of  the  chapter  of  Sion  prefent  from 
their  own  body  four  candidates,  from  whom  one 
is  appointed  bifliop  by  the  Landfratby  or  general 
diet. 

The  fevcn  dixalns  form,  conjointly  with  the 
bifliop,  the  republic  of  the  Vallais  ;  and  all  af- 
fairs are  tranfaded  in  the  diet,  called  Landfratb^ 
which  meets  twice  every  year  at  Sion.  *  This  af- 
fembly  confids  of  nine  voices  ;  the  bifliop  ;  the 
lands'hauptmann^  who  is  chofen  or  confirmed  by 
the  diet  every  two  years  ;  and  the  feven  com- 
munities. The  bifliop  prefides,  and  i)it  lands- 
hauptmann  coUedls  the  votes  ;  and  all  rerolutioQ3 
ave  decided  by  the  majority.  Each  dixain,  al- 
though 
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though  it  has  but  one  vote,  fends  as  manv  de- 
putics  as  it  pleafes :  they  generally  confift  of  toiir  ; 
—a  judge,  a  banneret,  a  captain,  and  a  lieute- 
nant.  The  judge  and  the  lieutenant  are  appointed 
every  two  years  ;  the  two  others  hold  their  offices 
for  Ufe. 

In  all  civil  caufes  of  a  certain  importance,  an 
appeal  lies  to  the  diet  in  the  laft  refort,  from  the 
inferior  courts  of  juftice  in  the  feveral  dixains. 
Thus,  by  the  inftitution  of  this  fupreme  council, 
the  feveral  communities  in  this  country  are  firmly 
united,  and  form  in  conjunction  one  body  poli- 
tic,  or  republic,  for  the  general  affairs  of  the 
nation.'  In  other  cafes,  each  of  the  common* 
wealths  is  governed  by  its  own  particular  laws 
and  cuftoms. 

Both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Vallais  were  for- 
merly  dependent  upon  the  bilhop  of  Sion  $  but 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  diftrifts  united  in  or- 
der to  limit  his  power  ;  and,  having  fucceeded 
in  the  attempt,  they  quarrelled  among  them* 
fclves  for  the  fuperiority.  A  bloody  war  en- 
fued  ;  which  terminated,  in  1475,  by  the  total 
defeat  of  the  Lower  Vallaifans.  Since  that  pe- 
Tiod,  they  hav,e  continued  fubjeft  to  the  Upper 
Vallais  ;  enjoying  however  fome  very  confider- 
able  privileges. 

The  republic  of  the  Vallais  is  an  ally  of  the 
thirteen  cantons  ;  and  has  formed  a  particular 
league  with  the  feven  Catholic  cantons,  for  the 
defence  of  their  common  religion. 

The  biihops  of  Sion  had  formerly  a  confider* 
able  influence  over  the  political  affairs  of  Swit- 
zerland ;  and  Matthew  Schinner,  the  cardinal 
biihop,  is  famous  in  hiftory  for  his  great  abilities, 

his 
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his  daring  fpirit  of  intrigue,  and  his  trarbulent 
and  reftlefs  ambition.  He  was  born  at  Milbach, 
in  the  dixain  of  Goms  ;  and  in  1500  was  ap- 
pointed bifliop  of  Sion.  k  was  entirely  owing  to 
his  xeprcfentations  and  influence,  that  the  Swifs 
troops  gave  a  fingular  inftance  of  infidelity  to 
their  public  engagements,  by  breaking  a  treaty 
which  they  had  juft  contra£^ed  with  Francis  the 
Firfl.  When  that  monarch  invaded  the  Milanefe, 
he  endeavoured  to  gain  the  Swifs  ;  who  having 
taken  the  duke  of  Milan  under  their  prote&ion, 
were  the  only  obftacles  to  the  progrefs  of  bis 
arms.  After  much  hefitation,  thdy  were  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  the  offer  of  xronfvderable  fubfidies, 
to  eater  into  a  treaty  :  but  the  alliance  W93  no 
fooner  concluded,  than  the  cardinal  of  Sion  per- 
fuaded  them  to  break  it,  and  continue  the  war. 
The  Swifs  biftorians  howeyer  record,  with  tri- 
umph, the  patriotic  conduct  pf  two  officers  upon 
this  occafion  ;  .who,  remonftrating  againft  this 
breach  of  faith,  drew  off  eight  thoufand  troops  ; 
and  returning  to  Switzerland,  im  fome  oieafure 
retrieved  the  honour  of  the  natiou* 

The  remainder  of  the  army,  inftigated  by  the 
plaufible  and  artful  eloquence  of  the  cardinal, 
engaged  Francis  the  Firft  near  Marignano,  in 
one  of  the  mod  furious  and  obflinate  battles  that 
was  fought  during  the  bloody  wars  of  Italy. 
Night  alone  put  a  flop  to  the  engagement,  with- 
out fcparating  the  combatants  ;  both  armies  were 
blended  upon  the  field  of  battle :  and  Francis 
ilcpt  uppn  the  carriage  of  a  cannon,  at  no  great 
diftance  from  a  battalion  of  the  enemy.  At  day- 
break the  Swifs  renewed  the  charge  with  their 
ufual  courage,  and  were  received  with  equal  bra-' 

very. 
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very.  At  leagth  the  intrepidity  of  the  king,  and 
the  defperate  valour  of  the  French,  rofe  fuperior 
to  the  turious  and  repeated  attacks  of  the  Swifs  ; 
the  latter  retreated  to  Milan,  leaving  Francis 
in  poflcffion  of  the  field  of  battle  :  an  advantage, 
however,  which  he  gained  by  the  bfs  of  his 
braved  troops. 

The  fame  cardinal,  aduated  by  the  moft  in- 
veterate enmity  to  the  French,  occalioned  alfo, 
by  his  fole  intrigues,  the  lofs  of  the  Milanefe  to 
Francis.  Lautjec,  in  the  year  152 if  command- 
ed a  body  pf  ia,ooo  S.wifs,  who  formed  the 
principal  ftrength  of  his  army.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  cardinal  had  obtained,  by  his  influence 
over  his  countrymen,  a  fccret  levy  of  the  like 
number,  to  join  the  .enemies  of  France  :  and 
thus,  for  the  firft  time,  the  Swifs  were  feen  com- 
bating under  oppofite  banners,  and  ready  to 
commit  hoftilities  againit  each  other.  Upon  this 
occafion  .  the  cantons  inomediately  difpatched 
meflengerst  with  peren^ptory  orders  for  the  Swifs 
in  bo£h  armies,  to  return  to  their  country.  The 
cardinal  bribed  the  meffengers  to  conceal  thefe 
orders  from'  the  Swifs  in  the  army  of  the  con- 
federates, and  tp  deliver  them  only  to  thofe  who 
were  in  the  Trench  fervic^.  The  latter  obeyed 
accordingly ;  ^nd  this  defertion  weakening  the 
army  of  Lautrec,  Milan,  and  the  principal  towns, 
furrendered  to  the  confederates*  Soon  after  this 
indancc  of  his  intrigues  and  influence,  the  car- 
dinal ended  his  turbulent  life  in  the  conclave, 
which  afiembled,  on  the  death  of  Leo  the  Tenth, 
for  the  eleflion  of  a  new  pope. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  Vallais 

are  very  much  fubjeft  to  goiters^  or  large  excref- 

-  cences 
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vitablc  taxes  for  the  enjoyment  of  thcfc  its  dlr- 
lighis.  Thcfc  little  inconveniences,  however, 
iliould  be  borne  with  patience  and  good-humour ; 
nor  Will  I  trouble  you  with  any  Iplenctic  com- 
plaints of  thofe  unpleafant  circumflances  which 
muft  occur  to  all  travellers. 

We  quitted  Alt  dor  f  after  dinner,  having  with 
difficulty  hired  two  horfes,  befidc  one  for  the 
baggage ;  we  procured,  however,  another  upon 
the  road  ;  fo  that  we  got  on  tolerably  well. 
We  paired  at  firft  through  a  fertile  plain  of  paf- 
ture,  in  which  the  inhabitants  wjsre  employed  i^ 
mowing  the  fccond  crop  of  bay ;  and  aboiitnine 
miles  from  Altdorf,  we  began  afcending.  Tjie 
road  winds  continually  along  the  fteep  fides  of 
the  mountains  ;  and  the  Reufs  in  many  place$ 
entirely  fills  up  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  which 
is  very  narrow :  that  river  fometimcs  appeared 
feveral  hundred  yards  below  us ;  here  ruming  a 
confiderable  way  through  a  foreft  of  pines  ;  there 
failing  in  cafcades,  and  lofing  itfelf  in  the  valley. 
We  paflcd  it  fevetal  times,  over  bridges  of  a  fin- 
gle  arch,  and  behind  it  tumbling  under  our  feet, 
in  channels  which  it  had  forced  through  the  folid 
rock;  innumerable  torrents  roaring  down  the 
fides  of  the  mountains ;  which  were  fometimes 
bare,  fometimcs  rmcly  wooded,  with  here  and 
there    fome  fantaftic  trees  clothing  the  fides  of 

the 

wipe  away  certain  afperfigns,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
letter,  feein  to  glailce  at  his  native  town.  The  two  Mr,  Clif- 
fords, whom  we  met  at  Engelberg,  and  who,  to  our  great  farfs- 
ftflion,  accompanied  us  in  pur -tour  as  ^r  as  Geneva,  w^re 
obliged  to  purfue  their  jouriie/  on  foot,  not  being  tbie  to  pro- 
cure more  than  one  horfe,  which  was  appropriated  ta  their 
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tiefs  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  feemed  to  affign 
it  as  one  caufe  of  gsiters.  This  aflertion  in-* 
duced  me  to  confider  the  perfon  of  my  boft 
with  fomewhat  more  attention^  in  order  to  dif- 
covcr  how  it  Hood  with  himfelf  in  that  rcfpeft  j 
and  r  was  rather  difappointed  to  find,  that  he 
proved  an  exception  to  his  own  remark.  Let 
me  not,  however,  be  underftood  as  infinuating 
that  the  inhabitants  in  general  are  either  goitrous, 
idiots,  indolent,  or  dirty;  like  that  traveller 
who  alTertcd,  that  all  the  women  of  a  certain 
town  were  crooked,  red-haired,  and  pitted  with 
the  fmall-pox,  becaufe  his  landlady  happened 
to  be  fo.  Indeed,  I  look  upon  national  reflefti* 
ons  in  general,  to  proceed  from  the  xiarroweft 
and  moft  illiberal  turn  of  mind  :  and  haVe  always 
been  cautious  not  to  judge  of  the  phyfical,  or 
moral  charafter  of  any  people  from  a  partial  and 
fuperficial  view.  But  as  to  the  Angular  prcva- 
lency  in  the  prefent  inftance,  of  goiters  and 
idiocy,  it  is  a  fad  which  I  can  venture  to  affirm, 
both  from  my  own  experience,  and  from  vari- 
ous converfations  I  have  held  with  feveral  men 
of  learning  and  obfervation  of  this  country ; 
and  with  refpe^t  to  the  general  dirtinefs  and 
indolence  of  the  common  people,  it  is  too  notori^ 
ous  to  efcape  the  obfervation  of  the  mod  carelefs 
traveller. 

Sion  is  fituated  near  the  Rhone,  at  the  foot  of 
three  infulated  rocks,  that  rife  immediately  from 
the  plain.  The  higheft,  called  Tourbillon, 
fupports  the  ruins  of  the  old-cpifcopal  palace, 
ftill  containing  two  or  three  untenanted  apart- 
ments, in  one  of  which  are  the  portraits  of  the: 
feveral  bifhops.     On  the  fecond  rock,  denomi-* 

Vol.  I.  Z  natcd 
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nated  Vafcria,  are  obferved  the  reniaifis  of  the 
old  cathedral,  and  a  few  houfes  belonging  to  the 
caBons.  Oil  Mayoria,  the  third  rock,  (lands  the 
epifcopal  palace,  an  antient  edifice  of  (lone,  built, 
in  m;47*  On  feeing  the  apartments,  I  was  great- 
ly (truck  with  their  plainnefs,  and  could  not 
avoid  rcflefting  with  pleafure  on  the  (tmplicity 
of  manners,  which  mud'necefiarily  prevail  in 
this  country  ;  when  the  room^.  inhabited  by  the 
fovereign,  inftead  of  befpeaking  the  magnifi- 
cence of  a  court,  arc  fcarcely  lupcrior  to  the 
dwelling  of  a  peafant.  Two  apartments  princi- 
pally engaged  my  attention.  The  fird  is  that 
in  which  the  Diet  aflembles  :  at  the  upper  end 
are  two  armed  chairs  for  the  bi(hop  and  the 
lands 'bauptniann^  and  on  each  fide  a  row  of 
fmaller  feats  for  the  deputies  of  the  feven  dixains. 
This  other  apartment  is  the  hall,  in  which  the 
bifhop  holds  his  court,  like  the  feudal  lords  of 
ahtient  times  :  at  the  further  extremity  is  a  raifed 
feat,  called  a  throne,  furrouiided  by  a  wooden 
baludrade ;  and,  as  an  incitement  to  wifdom 
and  impartiality,  the  figures  of  Judice,  and  So- 
lomon^s  judgment,  are  coarfely  painted  upon  the 
walls. 

Sion  is  an  antient  town,  and  was  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  Seduni^  who  inhabited  this  part  of 
the  country  in  the  time  of  Julius  Cefar.  A  few 
remaining  infcriptions  dill  prove  its  antiquity  y 
and,  among  others,  fo  obliterated  that  I  was  not 
able  to  decypher  them,  I  obferved  one  which 
was  more  legible :  it  is  in  honour  of  the  em« 
peror  Augudus,  during  his  eleventh  confuKhip. 
In  this  inlcription  the  town  is  called  Civitas  &- 
duHorum. 

At 
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At  Sion  we  parted  with  our  horfes  and  guides, 
who  had  accompanied  us  from  Altdorf ;  and  pro- 
cured a  piece  of  luxury,  to  which  we  had  been 
for  fome  time  unaccuftomed ;  I  mean  a  coach. 
But,  notwithftanding  the  concentrated  heat  of 
the  climate,  and  the  great  fultrinefs  of  the  air, 
I  prefer  riding  or  walking  ;  as  by  that  means  I 
enjoy  a  more  unobAru£ted  view  of  the  country  : 
and  indeed  the  fcenes  are  fo  beautiful,  and  fo 
perpetually  changing,  that  the  attention  is  every 
moment  engaged  by  a  variety  of  new  obje£b  that 
ftrongly  demand  admiration. 

Upon  entering  the  Lower  Vallais,  I  perceived 
as  much  uncleanlinefs,  but  a  greater  appearance 
of  induftry;  and  I  am  informed,  that  the  natives 
are  not  altogether  fo  indolent  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Sion  and  its  environs. 

This  imputation  of  indolence  will  not  hold 
good  with  refpefl  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Upper  Vallais  :  for  in  the  eaftern  part  of  that  dif- 
tri^,  which  we  entered  after  having  crofled  the 
Furca,  the  foil,  though  far  inferior  in  richnefs 
and  fertility,  was  much  better  cultivated ;  and 
the  people  fcemed  induftrious.  Some  phyfical 
reafons  may  be  af&gned  for  this  difference  :  for 
there  the  weather  is  not  fo  fultry,  the  water  is 
not  unwholefome,  and  the  air  is  remarkably  fa- 
lutary.  Accordingly,  upon  our  firft  entering  the 
Vallais,  we  did  not  obferve  any  of  thofe  goitrous 
perfons  or  idiots,  who  ftruck  us  fo  much  in  the 
midland  parts. 

We  flopped  at  the  village  of  Martigny,  which 

according  to  antiquarians,  was  the  antient  Ofio- 

durum.     It  is  faid,  that  near  this  place  may  be 

traced  the  fite  of  Sergius  Galba's  camp,  one  of 

Z  a  Julius 
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Julius  Cssfar's  lieutenants,  \vho  was  fcnt  by  t&ar 
general  to  fubdue  the  Veragrij  the  Nantuates,  and 
the  Sedurti ;  the  antient  inhabitants  of  thefe  dif- 
tri£ls.  It  feems  evident  indeed  from  Csfar'a 
defcription,  in  the  third  book  of  his  Commen- 
taries, that  Ofiodurum  could  not  be  far  from  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Martigny  ;  which  (lands  in  a 
jfmall  plain,  encircled  by  high  mountains,  and 
divided  by  the  Dranfe,  that  &lls  into  the  Rhone. 
I  cannot  however  afcertain  from  ray  own  obfer- 
vation,  whether  any  traces  of  a  Roman  en- 
campment ftill  remain ;  nor  could  I  gain  the 
leaft  information  from  the  inhabitants  :  fo  that 
the  conjefture  concerning  the  fituation  of 
Oilodurum  refts  only  upon  the  faith  of  anti- 
quarians, and  on  the  general  pofition  of  the 
country.       » 

Martigny  is  a  place  much  frequented  by  tra- 
vellcrs  :  it  leads  to  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  to 
St.  Maurice  and  the  lake  of  Geneva,  and  is  the 
paflfage  of  the  merchandize,  which  is  conveyed 
over  the  Great  St.  Bernard  into  Italy.  Near 
Martigny  we  paffed  under  the  majcftic  ruins 
of  La  Bathia,  an  old  epifcopal  caftle,  (landing 
upon  thefumniit  of  a  craggy  rock,  and  impend- 
ing over  the  impetuous  Dranfe.  The  road  from 
hence  to  St.  Maurice  runs  under  a  chain  of  rocks, 
the  Rhone  flowing  at  a  fmall  diftance  through 
the  middle  of  a  fertile  vale*  Having  croflcd 
the  Tricnt,  a  turbid  torrent  which  iflTues  from  a 
narrow  and  obfcure  glen,  remarkable  for  its 
rugged  and  romantic  fcenery,  we  arrived  at  the 
Piflc-Vacbe,  a  cataraQ:  much  noticed  by  tra- 
vellers. The  charafteriftic  beauty  of  this  fall  is, 
that  it  fcems  to  burft  from  a  cleft  in  the  middle 

of 
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of  the  rock,  through  hanging  (hrubs  that  ftart 
abruptly  from  the  crevices,  and  forms  a  pcrpcn- 
dicular  column  of  water  about  two  hundred  feet 
in  height.  The  body  of  water  being  very  am- 
pic,  and  the  elevation  not  fo  confiderable  as  to 
reduce  it  entirely  into  fpray,  render  the  efFe£t 
very  ftriking.  I  enjoyed  alfo  the  additional 
plcafurc  of  feeing  the  fun  rife  oppofite  to  this 
waterfall.  The  regular  expanfion  of  the  rays 
enlightening  the  different  parts  of  the  column  of 
water ;  and  the  gradual  defcent  of  the  rainbow 
formed  by  the  fpray^  were  inexprcffibly  beauti- 
ful. Thcfe  torrents  are  my  delight ,  but  per- 
haps they  recur  too  often  in  my  letters  to  con- 
tinue to  be  yours.  Formerly  travellers  paffed 
clofe  to  the  Piffe-Vache ;  but  a  few  years  ago 
part  of  the  rock  falling  down  totally  obftrudted 
the  road,  which  now  runs  through  the  middle  of 
the  valley.  I  traverfed  on  foot,  not  without 
fome  difficulty  amid  the  fallen  fragments,  where, 
on  a  former  occafion,  I  had  paifed  in  a  car- 
riage. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Lower  Vallais,  the 
two  chains  of  mountains  that  bound  this  coun- 
try, approach  toward  the  Rhone,  which  nearly 
fills  the  interval  between  them.  In  this  fpot  is 
fituated  the  town  of  St.  Maurice,  built  almoft 
totally  upon  the  rock,  at  the  foot  of  fome  deep 
mountains,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
river.  Its  antient  appellation  was  /igaunum  :  it 
takes  that  of  St.  Maurice  from  an  abbey,  ereft- 
cd  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  century,  by  Si- 
gifmond  king  of  Burgundy,  in  honour  of  a 
faint,  who  is  fuppofcd  to  have  fuffered  mar- 
tyrdom in  this  place.    This  faint  was  the  leader 

of 
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of  the  famous  Theban  legion,  which  is  recorded 
to  have  been  maflacred  by  order  of  the  emperor 
Maximin,  for  not  renouncing  Chriftianity.  This 
hiftory  has  given  rife  to  much  controvcrfy : 
while  fome  authors  have  treated  it  as  a  mere 
forgery,  others  have  contended  for  its  authen- 
ticity,  with  as  much  warmth  and  zeal,  as  if  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity  depended  upon  the  deci- 
fion.  Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
queftion,  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  the  caufe  of 
Chriftianity  has  fuffcred  more  from  weak  and 
imprudent  defenders,  than  from  the  (harpeft  at- 
tacks of  its  moft  inveterate  adverfaries.  Indeed, 
the  queftion  concerning  the  number  and  fufier- 
ings  of  the  martyrs,  has  occafioned  much  idle 
dilputation  ;  for,  redgce  the  popular  accounts  of 
both  as  low  as  probability  can  reafonably  carry 
them,  there  will  ftill  remain  fufficient  evidence 
of  the  wonderful  conftancy  ^nd  calm  refolutioa 
of  thofe  primitive  victims  :  and  whether  a  hun- 
dred thoufand,  or  only  fifty,  fuffered  for  the 
caufe  of  Chriftianity,  it  will  equally  ftand  upon 
the  fame  firm  and  immoveable  foundation.  Nor 
is  the  inquiry  more  material  concerning  the  mo« 
tives  that  aduated  its  powerful  and  cruel  adver- 
farics.  It  matters  not  whether  Decius  ordered 
the  Chriftians  to  be  malTacred,  becaufe  they  had 
^been  favoured  by  his  prcdecefTor  Philip,  or  from 
his  attachment  to  the  Pagan  rites }  whether 
Maximin  perfecuted  them  from  interefted  mo- 
tives :  Dioclefian  as  introducing  innovations  in 
his  government;  or  whether  Conftantine  pro- 
teftcd  them  from  convi^ion  or  policy.  For  the 
truth  of  Chri'ftianity  is  in  no  refped  affefted 
either  by  the  imprudence  of  its  early  profeflbrs 
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(if  with  any  they  were  juftly  chargeable)  or  the 
political  rcafons  that  influenced  the  conduct  of 
thofe  emperors. 

A  few  Roman  infcriptions,  chiefly  fcpulchral, 
and  two  defacejd  columns  are  the  only  uncontro- 
verted  remains  of  the  antiquity  of  St.  Maurice. 
It  is  principally  diftinguilhed  as  being  the  chief 
entrance  from  xhe  canton  of  Berne  into  the  VaU 
lais.  This  entrance  is  formed  by  a  narrow  pafs, 
fo  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature,  that  a  handful 
of  men  ipight  defend  it  againft  a  confiderablc 
army. 

The  flone  bridge  over  the  Rhone  is  mpch  ad- 
mired for  its  bold  projedion  :  it  is  of  a  fmgle  arch, 
and  the  fpan  is  a  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  Half 
of  this  bridge  belongs  to  the  Vallais,  and  the  re- 
inainder  to  the  canton  6f  Berne. 

I  ^m,  &c. 
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Of  the  Vallais — Goiters  and  Idiots. 


Trient,  Auguft  al. 


A  M  now  writing  from  the  village  of  Trient, 
on  my  way  to  Mont  Blanc  and  the  alps  of  Savoy. 
From  the  mountain  of  the  Furca,  its  caftern 
boundary,  two  vaft  ranges  of  alps  cnclofc  the 
Vailais  :  the  foutbern  chain  feparates  it  from  the 
Milancfc,  Piedmont,  and  part  of  Savoy  ;  the 
northern  divides  it  from  the  canton  of  Berne. 
Thele  two  chains,  in  their  various  windings,  form 
fevcral  fmall  valleys,  watered  by  numerous  tor- 
rents that  rufli  into  the  Rhone,  as  it  traverfes  the 
whole  diftria  from  the  Furca  to  St.  Maurice.  A 
country  thus  entirely  enclofed  within  high  alpSf 
and  confiding  of  plains,  elevated  valleys,  afl^ 
lofty  mountains,  mud  neceflarily  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  fituations,  climates,  and  produftions. 

Accordingly? 
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Accordingly,  the  Vallais  prefents  to  the  curious 
traveller  a  quick  fucceffion  of  profpe£l:s,  as  beauti- 
ful as  they  are  diverfified :  Vineyards  ;  rich 
pafture-grounds  covered  with  cattle  ;  corn,  flax, 
fruit-trees,  and  occafionally  bordered  by  naked 
rocks,  the  fummits  whereof  are  crowned  with 
cvcrlafting  fnow.  This  ftrong  and  ftriking  con- 
craft  between  the  paftoral  and  the  fublime,  the 
cultivated  and  the  wild,  cannot  but  afFe^  the 
mind  of  an  obferver  with  the  mofl:  pleaiing  emo- 
tions. 

As  to  the  productions  of  the  Vallais  ;    they 
muft  evidently  vary,  according  to  the  great  di- 
vcrfity  of  climates,  by  which  this  country  is  fo 
peculiarly  diftinguilhed.     It  fupplies  more  than 
fufScieiit  wine  and  corn  for  interior  confumption : 
and  indeed  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  both  are 
yearly   exported  ;    the  foil  in  the  midland  and 
lower  diftrids  being  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile. 
In  the  plain,    where  the  heat  is  coUe&ed  and 
confined  between  the  mountains,  the  harveft  is 
ufually  finiflied  in  July  :    whereas,  in  the  more 
elevated  parts,  barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fuccefs  ;  and  the  crop  is 
feldom  cut  before  November.     About  Sion,  the 
fig,  the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits  of  Italy, 
come  to  perfection  :  in  confequence  of  this  An- 
gular variety   of  climates,  I  tafled  in  the  lame 
day,  flrawberries,  cherries,    plums,   pears,  and 
grapes  ;  each  of  them  the  natural  growth  of  the 
country. 

With  refpe£k  to  manufaftures ;  there  are  none 
of  any  confequence  :  and  indeed  the  general  ig- 
norance of  the  people  is  no  lefe  remarkable  than 
their  indolence  ;  fo  that  they  may  be  confidered, 
^  in 
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in  regard  to  knowledge  and  improvements,  as 
feme  centuries  behind  the  Swifs,  who  are  cer- 
tainly a  very  enlight}ei&ed  nation.  The  peaiaots 
feldom  endeavour  to  meliorate  tbofe  lands  vbere 
the  foil  is  originally  bad  $  aor  to  draw  the  mdl 
advantage  from  thofe,  which  are  uncomxnoaiy 
fertile :  having  few  wants,  and  being  fatisfied 
with  the  ^ntaneous  gifts  of  nature,  ^ey  enjoy 
her  bleilings  without  much  confidcring  ia  what 
manner  to  improve  tbcm. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  the  A^allais,  I  AaQ. 
communicate  to  you  the  refuk  of  my  inquiries 
concerning  the  caufes,  which  contribulic  to  ren* 
der  gokrous  perfons  and  idiots  fo  remaricably 
common  in  thefe  parts  :  premiiflng,  at  the  faaae 
time,  that  I  muft  ftand  greatly  in  aeed  of  your 
candour,  when  you  pertde  the  following  coiifi- 
deratioQS  on  a  fnbjed  £9  extremdy  complicated ; 
and  on  which  ib  many  diflFerent  opmions  have 
been  advanced  by  vatious  nalcrralifts  and  phy- 
£dans. 

Firft,  with  refpefk  to  goiters.  The  notion 
that  fncw-water  occaHons  thefe  excrefceaces,  is 
totally  -void  of  foundation.  For  on  that  fuppo- 
ficion,  uliy  are  they  comm«i  in  the  .midland  and 
lower  parts,  and  extremely  unfivqtfceat  in  the 
higher  regions  of  Switzerland  ;  and  particularly 
what  reafon  can  be  aifigned,  why  the  natives  of 
thofe  places  that  lie  xnoft  contiguous  to  the  gla^^ 
ciers,  and  who  drink  no  other  water  than  what 
defccnds  immediately  from  thofe  immenfe  rc« 
Jcrvoirs  of  ice  and  fnow,  are  not  fubjcft  to  this 
malady  ?  Why  are  the  inhabitants  of  thpf*  coun- 
tries in  which  there  is  no  fnow,  afliiftcd  with  it  ? 
For,  tliefe  guttural  tumours  arc  to  be  foimd  in 

the 
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tfie  cnvirohs  of  Naples,  m  the  ifland  of  Sumatra^- 
aftd  at  ^atna  and  Pumea,  in  the  £a(l  Indiec^ 
where  fnow  is  unknown. 

But  as  it  would  beneedlcfs  to  mention  the  va- 
rious opinioYi^  on  this  fubjeft,  I  Oiall  at  prefent 
tohfine  ttiyfelf  to  what,  from  repeated  inquiries^ 
from  'my  own  particular  obfervations,  and  from 
pofitiv^  fadsj  appiears  to  be  the  primary  caufe  of 
goitcts. 

The  Q;>tings,  that  fupply  drink  lo  the  noi- 
lives,  are  impregnated  with  a  calcareous  matter^ 
called  in  Stvitzerland  ttif*^,  nearly  fimilar  to  th« 
Sncruftations  of  Matlock  in  Derby  (hire,  fo  mi- 
nutely diffolved  as  not  in  th^  lead  to  affect  the 
tranfparcncy  of  the  water.  Will  it  be  deemel 
improbable,  that  the  impalpable  particles  of  this 
fubftance,  thus  diiTolved,  ihould  introduce  them^ 
felves  into  the  glands  of  the  throaty  and  produce 
goiters  ?  1  ground  this  opinion  oh  the  following 
obfervations  and  fads. 

To  fpeak  in  general ;  during  my  travels  thro* 
Europe,  I  never  failed  to  obferve  that  tufj  or  thi« 
calcareous  depofition,  abounds  in  all  thofe  di^ 
ftrifts  whetein  goiters  arc  commoh.  I  noticed 
goitrous  perfons  and  much  tufin  Derby  (hire,  in 
various  parts  of  the  Vallais,  in  the  Vakeiine,  at 
Lucerne,  Friburgh,  and  Berne,  near  Aigle  and 

Bex, 

•  The  Porus  of  the  older  authors  4 

The    Tophus    glareofo,    argillaceus   Pol/morphus,    of 

Linnxus,    186.  i.- 
The  Tophus  Polymorphus  of  \ValI?rius,  Syft.  vol.   ii. 

9-    394- 
The  Tophi  of  Kirwan,   p.  25,  called  Duckftein  bj  the 
Germans, 
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Bex,  in  feveral  places  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  neu^ 
Drefden,  in  the  vallies  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont^ 
near  Turin  and  Milan. 

To  defcend  to  particular  inftances.  The  in- 
habitants of  Friburgh,  Berne,  and  Lucerne,  are 
much  fubjed  to  guttural  excrefcenccs.  With 
refped  to  Friburgh,  I  obferved  that  one  of  the 
principal  fprings  which  fupplies  the  town  with 
water,  iflucs  from  a  neighbouring  ftone-quarry, 
and  has  formed  large  dcpofitionsof /w/'onthc  rock 
from  which  it  bubbles.  The  pipes,  alfo,  which 
convey  water  to  the  public  fountains  at  Berne, 
are  extremely  charged  with  the  fame  calcareous 
fediment  ;  and  a  gentleman,  on  whofe  veracity 
I  I  can  depend,  aifured  me,  that  he  is  fubjed  to  a 

I  fmall  fwelling  in  the   throat,  which  ufually  in- 

creafes  in  winter,   when  he  is  chiefly  refident  at 
Berne,    and  diminifhes  in  fummer,  on  his  re- 
I  moval  to  other  places,  where  the  waters  are  not 

loaded  with  iuf. 

I  was,  moreover,  informed  by  General  Pfiffer, 
that  at  Lucerne  all  the  waters,  excepting  one 
fpring»  are  impregnated  with  tuf^  and  that  the 
natives,  who  dwcU  nea.r  that  fpring,  are  much 
lefs  fubjed  to  gpiter^  than  the  other  inhabitants; 
that  the  fame  difference  i?  pbferycd  ^mong  the 
members  of  the  fame  family,  betweeij  thpfe  who 
drink  no  water  but  what  is  drawn  fron^  ^hat 
fpring,  and  the  others  who  do  not  ufc  that  pre- 
cavtion.  The  General  (hewed  me  alfo  the  tin 
veffel,  in  which  water  was  every  morning  boiled 
for  his  ufc,  and  which  was  fo  fpcedily  and  thickly 
incrudated  as  to  render  it  neeeflary  to  have  it 

cleanfed 
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cleanfed  twice  a  week.    The  water  which  yields 
this  depofition,  is  as  tranfparent  as  cryftal*. 

I  may  add  likewife,  that  I  vifited  many  places 
which  border  upon  thofe  diftrifts  wherein  goiters 
and  tuf  are  frequent,  and  which  have  precifely 
the  fame  lituation  and  climate,  yet  whofe  inhabi- 
tants were  not  goitrous,  and  where  I  did  not  ob« 
fervc  any  appearance  of  tuf. 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof,  in  favour  of  this  opi- 
nion, is  derived  from  the  following  fads.  A 
iyrgeon,  whom  I  met  at  the  Baths  of  Leuk,  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  not  unfrequently  ex- 
trafted  concretions  of  tuf-Jione  from  feveral  goi- 
ters ;  and  that  from  one  in  particular,  which  fup- 
purated,  he  had  taken  feveral  flat  pieces,  each 
about  half  an  inch  long.  He  added,  that  the 
fame  fubftance  is  found  in  the  (lomachs  of  cows, 
and  in  the  goitrous  tumours  to  which  even 
the  dogs  of  the  country  are  fubjefl.  The 
lame  gentleman  aiTured  me,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  his  extenfive  pradice,  he  had  diminifhed 
and  cured  the  goiters  of  many  young  perfons 
by  emollient  liquors  and  external  applications ; 
that  his  principal  method,  in  order  to  prevent 
them  in  future,  confided  in  removing  the  patients , 
from  the  places  where  the  fprings  are  impregnat- 
ed with  iuf\  and,  if  that  could  not  be  contrived,  by 
forbidding  the  ufe  of  water  which  was  not  puri- 
fied. 

^  Although  it  tppean  that  wherever  there  are  goiters  there 
is  tuf-iloDe ;  yet  the  reverfe  is  by  do  mean^  true,  that  wherever 
the  waters  depoSt  tuf,  there  are  airways  goiters.  For  perhaps 
the  natives  do  not  drink  of  the  fprings  which  are  loaded  with 
tuf;  or  that  fubftance  is  not  fufficiently  diffolyed  in  the  waters  1 
abfolute  folutioa  being,  perhap,  neceilary  to  produce  thefe 
fweliiiigs. 
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fied.  He  confirmed  the  report  thut  infams  are 
occafionally  born  with  guttural  fwelimgs  i  parti- 
cularly thofe  whofe  parents  are  goitrous  ;  anjd  re- 
marked^  that  one  of  his  own  children  had  at  iu 
birth  a  goiter  as  large  as  an  egg,  although  neither 
he  nor  his  wife  who  were  both  foreigners  *,  were 
afflided  with  that  malady*  He  had  diiSpated  it 
by  external  remedies ;  and  fmce  that  period,  had 
invariably  prohibited  his  family  from  tilfting 
the  fpring  waters,  unlefs  they  were  diftilledt  or 
mixed  u  ith  wine  or  vinegar ;  by  which  mesps 
he  was  able  to  preferve  them  fropi  thpfa  tu- 
mours in  the  throat,  that  were  extremely  cop^ 
mon  among  the  natives  of  the  town  which  he  ixi'^ 
habited* 

Although  it  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to 
trouble  you  with  the  various  opinions  which  have 
been  advanced  on  this  fubjed  :  yet  it  would  be 
ttnjuft  to  withhold  from  you  chat  of  M.  de  Sauf- 
fiire,  whofe  accurate  refearches  and  profound  in- 
veftigatiofi  on  philofophical  fubjefts,  deferve  to 
be  weighed  with  the  greateft  attention*  ll^at 
able  naturalift,  in  a  recent  publication  f,  atui- 
butes  the  prod u&ion^ of  goiters  not  to  the  waters, 
but  principally  to  the  concentrated  beat  of  the 
climate,  and  (lagnation  of  the  air.  He  informs 
«i8,  that  in  all  his  travels  through  the  Alpine 
countries,  he  never  ohferved  goiters  in  an]f 
flace,  which  are  elevated  more  than  500  or  600 

toifes 

•  In  the  fbnner  inftance»  goiters  may,  thongh  pcrhapi  cr- 
roncoufly,  be  eftecmed  hereditary ;  but  in  the  latter,  where 
the  parents  are  both  foreigners  and  not  goitTx>us,  can  fctrce- 
\y  be  derived  from  any  other  caufe  than  the  aliment  of  the 
mother. 

t  See  Voyages  dans  le$  Alpcs,  ch.  48.  vol.  ii.  p.  480. 
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toifes  f  above  the  level  of  the  fca :  he  noticed 
them  in  thofc  valiies  where  the  heat  is  concen- 
trated, and  the  air  flagnates;  and  that  they 
ufually  ccafe  wherever  the  valley  terminates,  and 
the  country  expands  into  a  large  plain.  With 
great  deference,  however,  to  his  opinion,  may  I 
be  permitted  to  obferve,  that  the  conclufion  does 
not  abfolutely  follow  from  thefe  premifes  ?  For 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  in  places  elevated  more 
than  500  to  600  toifes  above  the  level  of  the  fca, 
the  fprings  are  too  near  their  fources,  to  have 
diflblved  a  fufficient  quantity  of  calcareous  mat« 
ter,  or  fo  minutely  as  may  be  requifite  for  the 
generation  of  goiters  ;  and  that  when  the  valley 
expands  into  a  plain,  the  waters  may  depoiit 
their  fediment  by  mixing  with  the  rivers  and 
likxZj  or  by  filtrating  through  the  earth  and 
gravel.  But  although  the  two  caufes  mentioned 
by  M.  de  Sauflure  do  not  produce,  they  may 
i^Ji  in  producing  guttural  excrefcences,  by  re- 
laxation. In  fine,  although  the  concentrated 
heat,  and  ftagnation  of  the  air,  may  be  allow- 
ed to  affeft  the  human  body  to  a  conliderable 
degree ;  yet  they  do  not  of  themfelves  fecm  fuf- 
ficient for  the  effeft  in  queftion,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  fome  more  powerful  agent :  and 
this  zgcntjeems  to  be  the  water;  if  the  fa£ts 
already  ftated,  prove  confonant  to  truth  and  ex- 
perience* 

It  may  be  necefiary,  however,  to  obviate  an 
objection  which  maintains,  that  goiters  mufl: 
rather  originate  from  climate  and  fituation ;  be- 
oufe  foreigners,  eilabliihed  in  the  country,  are 

never 
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never  affliacd  with  thofc  tumours,  while  thcif 
children  are  no  lefs  fabjeft  to  them  than  the 
natives.  But  is  it  an  uncontrovertible  fad,  that 
no  foreigner  has  ever  been  afflided  with  this 
malady?  The  queftiop,  I  (hould  prefumc,  can 
fcarcely  be  replied  to  in  the  affirmative.  And 
all  that  can  be '  eftabliOied,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  is,  that  foreigners  arc  /e/s  fubjedto 
thefe  fwellings  than  their  children  or  the  natives. 
In  this  refped  the  anfwer  is  evident.  ^  Perfons 
who  ufualiy  fettle  in  foreign  countries  are  adults ; 
and  adults  are  doubtlefs  much  lefs  liable  than 
children  to  an  endemial  malady,  whofe  opera- 
tion is  gradual,  and  which  requires  much  length 
of  time,  before  its  effcfts  are  in  the  leaft  vifiblc. 
And  it  is  remarked,  that,  among  the  natives 
themfelves,  thofe  perfons,  who  have  efcaped  this 
diforder  during  their  infancy,  are  feldom  at- 
tacked by  it  to  anyconfiderable  degree  at  a  mor^ 
advanced  age. 

In  reafoning  upon  this,  as  well  as  on  fimilar 
fubjeds,  where  a  caufe  is  fought  for,  capable  of 
producing  a  certain  effed  ;  it  is  neceflary  to  efta- 
blilh  a  primary  and  general  caufe,  which  ahvays 
necejfarily  exifts,  wherever  that  effed  is  pro- 
duced ;  and  to  exclude  thofe  circumftances, 
which  do  not  always  and  neceffarily  exift,  whcrc- 
cver  that  cffcd  is  produced.  Thus,  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance :  If  fnow-water  occafions  goiters, 
wherever  there  are  goiters,  there  mujl  be  fnow- 
water  ;  which  is  contrary  to  fad  and  experience. 
If  the  concentrated  heat  of  the  climate,  and 
ftagnation  of  the  air,  are  necejfary  to  the  forma- 
tion of  goiters,  thofe  excrcfcences  could  never 
be  formed  where  thefe  caufes  are  wanting ;  which 

is 
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IS  not  coflfirmcd  by  h&  and  experience.  If 
waters,  impregnated  with  tuf,  or  with  certain 
calcareous  fubftances,  produce  goiters  ;  where* 
cvtr  there  are  goiters,  the  natives  muft  drink  wa- 
ters fo  impregnated  ;  and  this  feertis  agreeable  to 
fadand  experie  nee. 

The  fame  caufes,  which  generate  goiters,  pro-^ 
bably  oi>erate  in  the  cafe  of  idiots ;  for,  wherever 
the  former  prevail  to  a  confiderable  degree,  the 
latter  invariably  abound.  As  fuch  is  the  nice  and 
inexplicable  connexion  between  our  bodies  and 
our  minds,  that  the  one  ever  fympathifes '  with 
the  other ;  it  is  by  no  m/:ans  an  ill-grounded 
coDJedure,  that  the  fame  caufes  which  affed  the 
body  ihould  alfo  afFed  the  mind  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  fame  waters,  which  create  ob- 
flru£Uons  and  goiters,  (hould  alfo  occafion  men-^ 
tal  imbecillity  and  difarrangement. 

Although  thefe  idiots  are  frequently  the  chil- 
dren  of  goitrous  parents,  and  have  ufually  thofe 
fwellings  themfelves ;  yet  they  are  fometimes  the  - 
offspring  even  of  healthy  parents,  whofe  othet 
children  are  properly'  organized,  and  are  them- 
felves free  from  guttural  cxcrcfcences.  I  ob-* 
ferved  feveral  children,  fcarcely  ten  years  of  age, 
who  had  very  large  goiters-  Thefe  tumpurs^ 
when  they  increafe  to  a  confiderable  magnitude, 
check  refpiratiott,  and  render  thofe  who  are  af- 
flidcd  with  them  exceedingly  indolent  and  lan« 
gttid.  Some  perfons  have,  in  oppofition  to  the 
opinion  which  I  have  ventured  to  advance,  fup* 
pofed,  that  the  fmall  guttural  fwellings,  which 
are  common  in  many  other  parts,  and  the  large 
excrefcences,  which  are  more  particularly  ob- 
fcrved  in  the  Vallais,  in  the  Valley  of  Aoft  and 
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in  fomc  other  places,  do  not  proceed  from-tlie 
fame  caufe,  and  are  not  the  fame  diforder.  But 
fufficient  reafons  have  not  been  affigned  for  this 
opinion.  During,  my  expedition  through  the 
Vallais  and  other  parts  of  Switzerland,  I  noticed 
fome  of  all  proportions,  from  the  fxze  of  a  wal* 
nut  to  almoft  the  bigncfs  of  a  peck  loaf.  As  the 
fame  gradation  may  be  alfo  obferved  in  the  fpc- 
cies  of  idiots  ;  by  a  iimilar  mode  of  argument, 
thofe  who  poflcfs  feme  faint  dawnings  of  reafon 
might  be  difcriminated  from  others,  who  are  to- 
tally deaf  and  dumb,  and  give  no  proof  of  exift- 
cnce  but  the  mere  animal  fenfations.  Whereas 
it  is  probable,  that  in  both  inftances  the  greater 
or  leffer  dirarrangement  of  the  body  or  mind 
does  not  indicate  a  difference  of  complaint,  but 
only  greater  or  leffer  degrees  of  the  fame  com- 
plaint. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a  people  accuftom- 
ed  to  thefe  excrefcences,  will  not  be  (hocked  a;t 
their  deformity  ;  but  I  do  not  find,  as  fom^  wri- 
ters affert,  that  they  confider  them  as  beau* 
lifs.  To  judge  from  the  accounts  of  many  tra- 
vellers, it  might  be  fuppofed^  that  the  natives, 
without  exception,,  were  either  idiots  or  goi- 
trous :  whereas,  in  fadl,  the  Vallaifans,  in  ge- 
neral, are  a  robuft  race  ;  and  all  that  with  truth 
can  be  affirmed,  is,  that  goitrous  perfons,  and 
idiots,  arc  more  abundant  in  fome  diftrifts  of  the 
Vallais,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe. 

It  has  been  nflerted  alfo,  that  the  people  very 
much  rcfpcft  thefe  idiots,  and  even  confider  them 
as  bltpngs  from  Heaven  ;  which  is  ftrongly  con- 
tradift^d  by  others.     Upon  my  queftioning  fome 
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gontleinen  of  this  country,  at  the  baths  of  Leuk^ 
tfiey  treated  the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe:  but 
whether  they  delivered  their  real  fentiments,  or 
were  unwilling  to  confirm  what  might  lower  their 
countrymen  in  the  opinion  of  a  ftranger,  will 
admit  perhaps  of  fome  doubt.  For  having,  fince 
that  time,  repeatedly  inquired  among  the  lower 
ranks,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  common  people 
icftecm  them  as  bleffings.  They  call  them  "  Soult 
rf  Godj  without  Jin  :*^  and  many  parents  prefer 
thefe  idiot-children  to  thofe  whofe  underftand- 
ings  are  perfeS  ;  becaufe,  as  they  are  incapable 
of  intentional  criminality,  they  confider  them  as 
certain  of  happinefs  in  a  future  (late.  Nor  is 
this  opinion  entirely  without  its  good  cScA ;  as  it 
difpofes  the  parents  to  pay  greater  attention  to 
fuch  helplefs  beings.  Thefe  idiots  are  fuffcred 
to  marry,  as  well  among  themfelves  as  with 
others. 

I  am,  &c« 
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Feffagt  if  the  Trtt  Nrire — Col  de  Sahns^MMf 
Bimtc^-ht  great  Ekvation. 


U, 


Genevt,  AogoftiS. 


PON  quitting  Tricnt,  wc  traverfcd  fomc 
narrow  vallies,  through  forefls  of  pines,  by  the 
fide  of  a  fmall  but  impetuous  torrent^  which 
takes  its  rife  from  the  glacier  of  the  fame  name. 
The  road,  which  is  very  rugged,  is  carried  over 
the  fteep  crags  of  a  mountain  called  La  Tete 
Noire.  A  little  way  from  Trient  wc  entered  the 
dutchy  of  Faucigny,  fubjcd  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia. Our  road  was  very  rough,  till  we  ar- 
rived at  the  vale  of  Chamouny ;  the  great  moun* 
tains  and  glaciers  of  Savoy  rifing  majefUcally  be- 
fore us. 

Anothcf 
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Another  way  leads  from  Tricnt  to  Chaniouny 
over  the  Col  de  Balme.  I  paffcd  it  on  a  mule 
the  7th  of  September  1785;  it  is  exceedingly 
fteep,  but  not  dangerous,  as  rcprefented  by  maay 
travellers  j  for  I  did  not  even  find  it  necei&ry 
to  difmount.  The  path,  which  is  in  no  part  bare 
rock,  runs  through  a  thick  wood  that  clothes 
the  fides  t)f  the  mountain.  We  fet  off  from 
Trient  on  this  expedition  about  half  pad  four^ 
with  the  expedation  of  feeing  the  fun  rife  on  th^ 
fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  but  were  difappointed  \ 
for  we  did  not  reach  the  Col  de  Balmc  in  lefs 
than  two  hours,  and  day  had  already  begun  to 
break.  We  enjoyed,  however,  from  the  fum- 
mit  an  extenfive  profped,  which  many  travellers 
confider  as  the  moft  fublime  view  in  all  Swit- 
zerland :  on  one  fide  it  commands  the  Vallais, 
the  alps  of  St.  Bernard,  and  the  diftant  moun* 
tains  of  the  cantons  of  Underwalden  and  Berne  j 
the  other  comprehends  Mont  Blanc  and  the  cir« 
cumjacent  heights,  I  obferved  the  Point  de 
Moujfon  ;  the  Mortine^  fupporting  on  its  top  the 
glacier  of  Duetj  on  which  Monfieur  de  Luc 
made  his  celebrated  experiments  to  afcertain  the 
ftate  of  the  atmofphere  ;  tht^Point  de  la  Tour^ 
Les  Aiguilles  d'Argentiere  ;  the  Aiguille  de  Midi^ 
a  piked  rock  flarting  out  of  a  large  mafs  of 
fnow ;  and,  laftly,  Mont  Blanc  itfelf.  The  higheft 
point  of  this  gigantic  mountain  is  in  the  ihapc 
of  a  compreffed  hemifphere,  and  is  called  from 
its  form  La  Bojfe du  Dromedaire  ;  from  that  point 
it  gradually  links^  prefcnts  a  kind  of  concave 
furface  of  fnow,  in  the  mid  ft  of  which  is  a  fmall 
pyramid  of  ice  ;  it  then  rifes  into  a  fecond  he- 
mifphere, called  by  fome  Little  Mont  Blancj  but 

with 
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with  more  propriety  by  others  Le  Dome  du  MiReUf 
or  the  Middle  Dome ;  thence  it  defcends  into 
another  concave  furface,  terminating  in  a  point 
indifcriminately  ftyled  by  the  natives  Aiguille 
de  GouA^  Point  de  Gouie^  and  Dome  de  Goute^  and 
which  I  (haill  name  the  Dome  of  Gotdh :  from 
that  dome  it  ends  abruptly,  and  lofes  itfetf 
amid  the  mountains  that  bound  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny. 

Mont  Blanc  is  particularly  diftinguiflicd 
from  other  mountains,  by  having  its  fummit  and 
fides  clothed  to  a  conliderable  depth  with  a 
mantle  of  fnow,  almoft  without  the  intervention 
of  the  leaft  rock  to  break  the  glare  of  the  white 
appearance  ;  from  whence  its  name  is  derived. 
This  circumftancc  frequently  deceives  the  eye 
unaccuftomed  to  fuch  objeds,  and  in  many 
fittiations  renders  it  lefs  lofty  in  appearance^  than 
it  is  in  reality.  Although  its  fummit  was  elevated 
more  than  feven  thbufand  feet  above  the  fpot 
where  1  ftood,  yet  it  did  not  imprefs  me  with 
that  aflonifhrhent  which  might  be  expefiied 
from  its  fuperxor  height  and  magnitude  above 
the  circumjacent  mountains!  '  I  was  indeed  more 
ftruck  with  the  firft  view  of  the  Shreckhorn 
from  the  top  of  the  Scheidcc,  than  of  Mohc 
Blanc  from  the  Col  de  Balme/  *  The  fummit  of 
Mont  Blanc  being  of  a  roundifh  form,  and 
covered  with  fnow,  unites  beauty  with  grandeur ; 
whereas  the  Schreckhorn  being  Spiked,  naked^ 
gnd  its  (bagged  fides  only  (Ireaked  With  (how,  its 
grand  charaaeriftics  are  ruggednefs  and  horror-j 
and  hence,  indeed,  it  derives  its  name  of  Schreck* 
'"■     '  -        horn, 
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'horn,  or  the  Peak  of  Terror*.     But  Mont  Blanc  • 
foon  rc-affumed  its  real  importance,  feemed  to 
increafe  in  fize  and  height,  and  folcly  attradcd 
ear  attention,  until  we  entered  the  yale  of  Cba-^ 
mouny. 

You,  who  are  totally  unacquainted  with  alpine 
fccnes,  may,  perhaps,  conceive  a  faint  idea  of  the 
elevation  of  .this  gigantic  mountain,  on  being 
informed,  that  the  mantle  of  fnow,  which  appears 
to  cover  its  top.  and  fides,  exceeds  an  altitude  of 
four  thoufand  feet  perpendicular,  and  nine  thou- 
fand  feet  in  a  horizontal  diredionfrom  ihnDome 
of  Goute  to  the  fummit ;  and  that  the  height  of 
the  fnow  and  ice,  eftimated  from  the  fource  of 
the  Arveron,  at  the  bottom  of  the  glacier  of 
Montanvert,  to  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  can- 
not be  lefs  than  twelve  thoufand  perpendicular 
feet,  or  near  three  times  as  high  as  Snowdon,  in 
North  Wales. 

Fiiie  glaciers  extend  into  this  vale  of  Cha* 
xnouny,  and  are  feparated  from  each  other 
hy  forefts,  corn-fields,  and  meadows  ;  fo  that 
large  trads  of  ice  are  blended  with  cultiva* 
tion,  and  perpetually  fucceed  each  other  in  the 
onoft  fingular  and  ftriking  vi9iilitude.  Thefe 
glaciers,  which  lie  chiefly  in  the  hollows  of  the 
inountaina,  and  are  fome  leagues  in  length,  unite 
^t  the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc  ;  the  higbefl;  moun- 
tain 

•  Tbc  traveller  will  recoiled,  that  I  am  here  defcribing 
^ont  Blanc,  as  obferved  from  the  Col  de  Balme,  and  tht 
vale  of  Chamouny.  .  Thofe  who  have  feeii  it  from  the  val- 
ley of  A  oft  aiTure  me,  that  it  is  not  on  that  fide  covered 
<wi  h  a  mantle  of  foow,  bnc  exceeds. even  the  Schreckhom  in 
sujge^nefs^nd  horror. 
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tain  in  Europe,  and  probably  of  tbe  antient 
worid. 

According  to  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Dc  Luc, 
(by  whofe  improvement  of  the  barometer,  clc* 
nations  arc  taken  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  be- 
fore unattainable),  tbe  height  of  this  mountain 
above  the  level  of  the  fca  is  2,39 1;^-  French 
toifes,  or  1 5,304  Englifh  feet  •  ;  or,  according 
to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  of  15,66a  feet; 
\iirhich  gives  a  difference  of  only  558  feet. 

Mr.  de  Luc  having  found  the  altitude  of  the 
Buetj  from  thence  took  geometrically  the  clc- 
vatioa  of  Mont  Blanc.  The  labours  of  this  ce- 
lebrated naturalid,  and  his  rules  for  computing 
heights  by  the  barometer,  are  to  be  found  in  bis 
very  valuable  treatife,  "  Sur  les  Modificatims  de 
VAtmofpbere,**  Thefc  rules  are  explained,  and 
his. tobies  reduced  to  Engliih  meafure,  by  Dr. 
Maflvelyne,  R.  A, ;  and  ftill  more  fully  by  Dr. 
Horflcy  :  both  thefe  treatifes  are  publifbed  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadions  for  the  year  1774- 

Tbe  accuracy  of  the  barometrical  mcafurc- 
xnents  made  by  Mr,  de  Luc,  was  verified  by  Sir 
George.  Schuckborough,  in  a  number  of  ingeni- 
ous experiments  towards  afcertaining  the  deva- 
tioiiof  ieveral  mountains  of  Savoy,  a  fhort  time 
before  1  arrived  at  Geneva*     He  followed  Mr.  de 

Luc*« 

•  In  reducing  tlie  French  toife,  which  is  equal  ro  H? 
French  \ett^  to  EngJi/K  meafure,  Lhavc  coniidered  ihe  pro- 
portion of  the  Engliili  to  the  French  foot  &s  15  to  1 6.  I" 
real  proportion,-  according  to  the  accurate  ctJculation  of 
Sir  George  Schuckborough,  is  t7Ttt»  o^  '  S  «o  i  6  and  a 
fmall  fradion  :  biK  the  error  io  my  calculation  being  not 
one  loife  in  a  thou  fa  nd,  1  have,  in  order  to  prercot  con 
fufion^  omitted  the  finall  fiai^ion.    ..    , 


Mont  Bhnc.  361 

Log's  method  ;  computed  the  heights  of  feve« 
rai  mountains,  reciprocally,  by  barometrical  ^nd 
geometrical  obfervations  ;  and  perceived  that  the 
former  coincided  almoft  exadlly  with  the  latter. 
Having  found  the  elevation  of  the  fummit  of  the  . 
Mole  above  the  furfacc  of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  he 
took  from  thence  the  geometrical  altitude  of  Mont 
Blanc.  During  the  courfe  of  thefe  experiments, 
he  was  enabled  to  corred  fome  trifling  errors  that 
had  crept  into  Mr.  de  Luc's  calculations  ;  to 
improve  ftill  further  the  difcoveries  of  the  latter  ; 
and  has  facilitated  the  means  of  taking  eleva- 
tious,  by  Amplifying  the  tables  and  rules  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe* 

I  am  convinced,  from  the  fituation  of  Mont 
Blanc  J  and  from  its  fuperior  altitude  above  the 
furrounding  mountains,  that  it  exceeds  the  lof- 
tieft  point  in  Switzerland,  which,  beyond  a 
doubt,  is,  next  to  Mont  Blanc^  the  mod  ele- 
vated ground  in  Europe. .  That  it  is  higher 
than  any  part  of  Afia  and  Africa,  is  an  afler- 
tion  which  can  only  be  proved  by  comparing 
the  judicious  calculations  of  modern  travellers, 
with  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  former  writers; 
and  by  (hewing  that  there  is  probably  no  moun- 
tain in  thofe  two  quarters  of  the  globe,  the  al- 
titude whereof,  when  accurately  taken,  furpafles 
15,000  feet. 

Perhaps  in  no  inftanc^  has  the  imagination  of 
man  been  more  given  to  amplification,  than  in 
afcertaining  the  heights  of  the  globe.  Gruner^ 
in  his  defcription  of  the  Swifs  glaciers,  has  men- 
tioned the  elevation  of  fome  remarkable  moun- 
tains, agreeably  to  the  calculations  of  feveral  fa- 
mous 
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inous  geographers  and  travellers,  both  antient 
and  modern  : 

Toiies«    EBg.F€«e. 
According  to  Strabo,  the  higheft  moontaiii 

of  the  amient  world  was  about  •       3*411       21^^^ 

According  to  Riccioli  —         — v  58,»i6     371,382 

According  to  Father  Kircher,  who  took 
<1ie  elevations  of  mountains  by  the 
uncertain  method  of  meafiiring  their 
lliadou*!, 

JEuu  is         — .         —     4,000      15,6  o 

The  Peak  of  Tcneriff        ' —  10.000      64,000 

Mount  Athos       ■  ^—      — -  20,000     1 28,000 

LariiFa  in  Egypc        — -  —  28,000     179,200 

But  thefe  calculations  are  evidently  fo  ex« 
travagant,  what  their  exaggeration  mud  ftrike 
the  moil  common  obferver.  If  we  confult  more 
modern  and  rational  accounts  ;  it  appears,  that 
•the  Peak  of  Teneriff  and  ^^a  have  been  fre- 
quently fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  points  of  the 
globe.  The  former  is  eftimated  by  fome  na- 
tural philofophers,  to  be  3,000  toifes,  or  19,200 
iect  above  the  level  of  the  fca;  .but,  according 
to  Feuille,  this  elevation  is  reduced  to  2,070 
toifes,  or  13,248  feet;  whereas  ^tna,  by  the 
accurate  computations  of  Mr.  de  SauiTure,  rifes 
only*   1^672  toifes,  or  ip,7oQr  feet  at)oye  the 

Tea* 

*  According  to  Sir  .George  Schuckborough,  1/72  toifes, 
or  1 0,954  feet :  who  fayi,  **  I  have  ventured  to  compute  the 
'*  height  of  this  celebrated  mountain  from  my  own  tables, 
♦•  though  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  de  Sauflure,  in  1  73, 
**  which  that  gentleman  obligingly  communicated  to"  roe. 
**  Ic  will  ferve  to  ihew  that  this  volcano  11  by  no  means 
«*  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  old  world  ;  and  that  Vefa- 
**  vius,  placed  upon  Mount  iEtna,   would  not  be  eqoal  te 

-  ifct 
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the  fea«  Hence  it  will  appear,  that  there  are  no 
mountains  except  thofe  in  America,  the  elevation 
vrbereof,  according  to  Condamine,  furpafles  3,000 
toifes,  or  19,300  feet,  which  are  equal  to  the  al- 
titude of  Mont  Blanc. 

In  order,  however,  to  determine  with  abfolute 
certainty  that  Mont  Blanc  is  the  higheft  point  of 
the  old  world,  it  would  be  neceilary  to  eftimate, 
by  the  fame  mode  of  menfuration,.  Mont  Blanc, 
the  Schreckhom,  thePeakof  Teneriff,  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Moon  in  Africa,  the  Taurus,  and  the 
Caucafus. 

The  chain  of  the  Caucafus  has  long  been  deem- 
ed the  higheft  mountains  of  Afia  ;  and  fome  phi- 
lofophers,  upon  confidering  the  great  fuperiority 
of  the  eaftem  rivers  over  the  European,  both  in 
depth  and  breadth,  have  drawn  a  prefumptive 
argument,  that  the  Afiatic  mountains  are  much 
more  lofty  than  thofe  of  Europe.  But  conjec« 
tures  are  now  baniihed  from  natural  philofophy : 
^d,  until  it  {ball  be  proved  from  undoubted 

calculations, 

'*  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc*   which  I  uke  to  be  the  moft 
*  *  elevated  point  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa." 

1  am  happy  ro  find  my  conjefkures  corroborated  by  that  inge« 
yiious  and  accurate  obferver. 

Feet. 
Height  of  /Stua,  aecordiog  to  Sir  George        — -     1 0,954 
or  Vefuviiis,  according  to  M.  de  Sauflure        -—       S$900 

Of  both  together  —  —  —  »4.8S4 

Height  of  Mont  Blanc,  accordbg^to  Sir  George        is»66i 
Diflereace,*— or  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  al»ve 

that  of  JEtm  and  Vefovhu  united  ^  808 

For  ftil)  further  information  on  this  curious  fubje^  the  read* 

rr  i*  referred  to  Mr.  Trembly'i  Amdjfe  dExferiincii  fur  h 

M$fur€  dis  Hmituru^  in  Sayjfurt*s  K9;fagu  dmu  let  Alfit^  voL 

ji.  p.  616. 
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calculations,  that  the  higbcft  pan  of  the  Capca^ 
fus  rifes  more  than  15,000  feet  above  the  levd 
of  the  fea,  Mont  BUuc  may  be  fsdily  confidcrcd 
^%  more  elevated* 


LETTER 
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Glaciir  of  Boffin'^Montanwrt — Expedition  gcrofi 
the  Valley  ef  la. 


August   23d,  we  mounted  by  the  fide  of 

the  glackr  of  Boflbn,  to  let  Muratlles  de  glace, 

fo  called  from  dieir  refemblance  to  walls  :  they 

form  large  ranges  of  ice  of  prodigious  thicknefs 

and  fblidity^   rifing  abruptly  from  their  bafe» 

and  parallel  to  each  other  *•  Someof  thefe  ranges 

appeared  to  us  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  reet 

high ;   but,  if  we  may  believe  our  guides,  they 

are  four   hundred  feel  above  their  real   bafe. 

Near  them  were  pyramids  and  cones  of  ice  of  all 

forms  and  fizes,  fhooting  to  a  very  confiderable 

height,  in  the  moft  beautiful  and  fantaftic  fhapes. 

From  this  glacier,   which  we  crofled  without 

much 


^  In  1785,  theft  murmUis  tU  glmi  no  longer  exifted. 
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much  difficulty,  wc  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  Ae 
vale  bf  Cbamouny. 

The  24th.  We  had  propofcd  faltyinier  forth 
this  fnOrtiing  Very  early,  in  order  to  viftt  the  val- 
ley of  ice,  m  the  glacier  of  Montanvert,  and  to 
penetrate  as  far  as  the  time  would  admit ;  but  the 
weather  proving  cloudy,  and  likely  to  rain,  wc 
deferred  our  departtfre  till  hinc.  Having  pro- 
cured three  guides^  we  afcended  on  horfeback 
about  three  miles :  we  were  then  obliged  to  dif- 
mount,  and  ferambled  up  a  ftecp  and  rugged 
path,  called  •*  the  road  of  the  cryfiaUbunttn^* 
From  the  fummit  of  the  Montanvert  we  defend- 
ed to  the  edge  of  the  glacief ;  and  made  a  refreflw 
ing  meal  upon  fome  cold  proviiion  which  we 
brought  with  us.  A  large  block  of  granite,  call- 
ed **  Lapierre  des  Anglois^**  ferved  us  for  a  table; 
and  near  us  was  a  hovel  *,  where  thofe,  who 
make  expeditions  towards  Mont  Blanc,  frequently 
pafs  the  night.  The  fcene  ai'ound  us  was  mag^ 
nificent  and  fublime;  numberlefs  rocks  rifmg 
boldly  above  the  clouds,  fome  of  whofe  tops  were 
bare,  others  covered  with  fuow.  Many  of  thefe 
peaks  gradually  diminifliing  toward  their  fum- 
mits,  end  in  (harp  points,  and  are  called  Needtes. 
Between  thefe  rocks  the  valley  of  ice  ftretches  fe- 
veral  leagues  in  length,  and  is  nearly  a  mile 
broad;  extending  on  one  fide  towards  Mont 
Blanc,  and  on  the  other,  towards  the  plain  of 
Chamouny. 

The 


•  Since  my  firft  expedition,  Mr.  Blair,  an  EDgHlh  gemlemtn, 
hts  built  a  more  commodious  wooden,  hut.  which,  from  him, 
is  called  Blair's  Cabin. 
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The  names  of  the  principal  needles  are,  Ai*' 
guilles  dc  Midi,  de  Dru,  de  Bouchard,  de  Moine, 
de  Tacule^  de  Charmeaux ;  and  the  five  glaciers^ 
that  ftretch  towards  the  plain  of  Chamouny,  and 
unite  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc»  are  called 
Tacona,  Boflbn^  Montanvert,  Argentiere,  and 
Tour. 

After  we  had  fufEciently  refrefhed  ourfelvesy 
we  prepared  for  our  adventure  acrofs  the  ice. 
We  had  each  of  us  a  long  pole  fpiked  with  iron  ; 
and  in  order  to  fecure  us  as  much  as  poflible 
from  flipping,  the  guides  faftened  to  our  flioe» 
€ramponsy  or  fmall  bars  of  iron,  provided  with 
four  fmall  fpikes  of  the  fame  metal.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  crofling  thcfe  valleys  of  ice,  rifcs  from 
the  immenfe  chafms.  We  rolled  down  large 
ftones  in  feveral  of  rhem  ;  and  the  great  length 
of  time  before  they  reached  the  bottom,  gave  us 
fomc  conception  of  their  depth:  our  guides  af- 
fured  us,  that  in  fome  places  they  are  not  lefs 
than  five  hundred  feet  deep.  I  can  no  otherwife 
convey  to  you  an  image,  of  this  body  of  ice» 
broken  into  irregular  ridges  and  deep  chafms, 
than  by  comparing  it  to  a  lake  inftantaneoufly 
frozen  in  the  midft  of  a  violent  ftorm. 

We  began  our  walk  with  great  flownefs  and 
deliberation,  but  gradually  gaining  courage  and 
confidence  as  we  advanced,  we  foon  found  that 
we  could  fafely  pafs  along  thofe  places,  where 
the  afcent  and  defcent  were  not  very  confiderable, 
much  fafter  even  than  when  walking  at  the  rate 
of  our  common  pace :  in  other  parts  we  leaped 
over  the  clefts,  and  Aid  down  the  llceper  dcfcents. 
In  one  place,  where  we  defcended  and  ftepped 
acrofs  an  opening  upon  a  narrow  ridge  of  ice 

fcarcely 
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•fcarccly  three  inches  broad,  we  were  obliged  W 
tread  with  peculiar  caution :  *  for  on  each  fide 
were  chafins  of  a  great  depth.  Wc  walked  fomc 
paces  fideways  along  this  ridge  ;  ftept  acrofs  the 
chafm  into  a  little  hoMow,  which  the  guides  con- 
trived on  purpofe  for  our  feet ;  and  got  up  an 
afccnt  by  means  of*  fmall  holes  which  we  made 
with  the  fpikes  of  our  poles.  This  account  ap- 
pears terrible ;  but  at  the  time  we  had  not  the 
Icaft  apprehcnfions  of  danger,  as  the  guides  wer« 
exceedingly  car^cful,  and  took  excelknt  precau- 
tions. One  of  the  fervants  had  the  courage  to 
follow  tts  without  cramptonsi  and  with  no  naik  to 
his  ihoes  ;  which  was  certainly  dangerous,  on  ac- 
count of  the  flipperinefs  of  the  leather  when 
wetted. 

We  had  now  aknoft  reached  the  oppofite  fide, 
when  being  (topped  by  a  broad  chafm,  we  were 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit  of  above  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  in  order  to  get  round  it.  This  will  give 
you  fome  idea  of  the  difficulty  attending  excur^* 
iions  over  fome  of  thefe  glaciers  s  and  our  guides 
informed  us,  that  when  they  hunt  the  chamois 
and  the  marmots,  thefe  unavoidable  circuits  ge- 
nerally carry  them  fix  or  fevcn  miles,  when  the 
dired  diftancc  is  only  two  miles,  if  they  could 
proceed  in  a  ftrait  line.  A  ftorra  threatening 
every  moment,  we  were  obliged  to  haften  off  the 
glacier  as  fad  as  pofHble  :  for  rain  renders  tite 
ice  exceedingly  flippery  ;  and  in  cafe  of  a  fog^ 
which  generally  accompanies  a  ftorm  in  thefe 
upper  regions,  our  fituation  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely dangerous.  And  indeed  wc  had  no  time 
to  lofc ;  for  we  had  fcarccly  quitted  the  ice  before 
the  tempcft  began  ;  and  food  became  very  vio- 
lent, 
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lent,  attended  ivith  freguent  flafties  of  lightning, 
and  loud  peals  of  thunder,  which  being  re- 
echoed within  the  hollows  of  thf  mountains, 
added  greatly  to  the  awful  fublimity  of  the 
fcene. 

We  now  crawled  for  a  confiderable  way  upon 
our  hands  and  feet  along  a  deep  and  bare  rock, 
and  down  one  of  the  mofl  diflicylt  and  rugged 
precipices  1  ever  defcended  in  Switzerland  ;  Ihe 
ftonn  at  the  fame  time  roaring  over  us,  and 
rendering  the  rock  extremely  flippery.  After 
much  difficulty,  but  v;ithout  the  lead  accident^ 
we  gained  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  and  re- 
turned to  the  inn,  as  wet  as  if  we  had  been 
plunged  into  water  ;  but  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
our  expedition. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

In  my  fccond  expedition  to  the  valley  of  Cha- 
mouny, in  1785,  indead  of  crofling  the  glacier, 
I  afcendcd,  in  company  with  three  T.ngliflimen 
and  a  Swifs  gentleman,  from  Blair's  Cabin, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  over  the  bare  and  rug- 
ged rocks,  to  a  fummit  under  the  Aiguille  des 
Cbarmeauxy  near  the  fjot  from  which  a  Genevan 
unfortunately  fell  and  was  dalhed  to  pieces.  On 
this  fummit,  at  the  ycry  edge  of  the  fearful  pre- 
cipice which  overlooks  the  vale  of  Chamouny, 
ftood  a  coUeftioR  of  (tones,  about  three  feet  high, 
called  by  the  natives  h  bon  homme.  We  imme- 
diately railed  this  heap  to  the  height  of  fix^  feet^ 
and  piled  up  another  ot  the  fame  elevation,  which 
we  ftyled,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  le  mo^ 

Vol.  I.  B  b  nument 
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numcjitde  quatre  Anglois^  in  memory  of  the  four* 
Engliflimcn  >^ho  amufed  thcmfclvcs  in  form- 
ing it. 

1  employed  an  hour  in  afcending  part  of  the 
Montanvert  on  horfeback  ;  the  fame  time  in 
talking  up  to  Blair^s  Cabin  ;  an  hour  and  a  half 
to  the  monument  de  quatre  Anghis  ;  half  an  hour 
in  (icfccnding  to  Blair*s  Cabin,  and  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  in  paffing  from  thence  to  Cha- 
mouny. 

I  made  this  expedition  in  company  with  M. 
Exchaquct,  a*  Swifs  gentleman,  native  of  Au- 
bonne,  end  direftor  general  of  the  mines  of  Sa- 
voy. His  repeated  expeditions  into  thefe  re- 
gions have  enabled  him  to  execute  a  model  in 
relief  of  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  Mont  Blanc, 
the  circumjacent  alps,  and  glaciers.  In  order 
to  render  thefe  models  (till  more  valuable  to  the 
naturalidr,  he  colleds  fpecimens  of  the  different 
fpecics  of  ftoncs  which  coihpofc  the  mountains 
rcprefented  on  the  plan.  *  M.  Exchaquct  is  now 
employed  by  the  government  of  Berne,  in  con- 
ftrudting  a  model  of  the  diftrid  of  Aigle. 

M.  ixcliaquet  has  difcovered  a  more  com- 
modious route,  than  that  hitherto  followed,  to 
afirend  the  Buct  and  Mount  Breven,  which  arc 
defcribed  by  M.  van  Berchem,  fecretary  to  the 
Society  of  Sciences  at  Laufanne,  in  his  Icttcrf 
to  Mr,  Wyttcnbach  of  Berne,  relating  an  expe- 
dition 

♦  Mr.  Whitbrcad,  the  two  Mr.  Cliffords,  and  tnyrcl^ 
Wc  were  accoiiipanied  and  aflifted  by  M.  Exchaqiict,  a  Sw* 
gentleman,  remarkable  for  his  numerous  expeditions  into  thefe 
aJps. 

t  Excurfion  dans  Ics  Mines  dc  Haut  Faucigor,  ^' 
Laufanne>  1787^ 
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dition  to  the  mines  of  Faucigny,  and  the  glaciers 
vrhich  extend  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc.  In 
thefe  letters  the  reader  will  find,  befide  much 
accurate  and  pidurefque  defcription,  an  account 
of  feveral  foffil  and  vegetable  produdions  of  the 
higher  alps. 


Bbs  LETTER 
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Excurfton  towards  the  Summit  /  the  Cou^jerck^ 


1  N  my  fubfcquent  expedition  to  the  valley  of 
Chamouny,  I  had  propofcd  pufliing  my  courfc 
ftill  further  towards  the  glacier  of  Talefre,  but 
particularly  to  the  Couvercle,  of  which  I  had 
read  a  very  curious  defcription  in  Mr,  dc  Sauf- 
furc's  work.  But  having  hurt  my  foot  in  my 
alcent  to  the  Montanvert,  I  was  prevented  from 
executing  my  intended  purpofe.  You  will,  how- 
ever, have  no  reafon  to  regret  my  difappoint* 
nient,  on  receiving  the  following  account  of  that 
expedition,  extracted  from  notes  communicated 
by  a  fric»d. 

We   quitted  the  Priory  at  fix  in  the  mom- 
rng,    accompanied    by    Michael    Paccard    and 

Marie 
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Marie  Cou'tet,  two  guides  of  Chamouny.  We 
traverfed  the  plain,  and  afcended  the  Men- 
tanvert  through  a  wood  of  pines.  We  had 
fine  views  of  the  glacier  which  gives  rife  to 
the  Arveron,  and  of  the  vale  of  Chamouny, 
chequered  in  a  moft  Angular  manner  with  al- 
ternate rows  of  arable  and  pafture  land.  After 
continuing  about  an  hour,  we  quitted  our 
mules,  proceeded  on  foot,  and  in  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  reached  Blair's  Hut,  on  the  top 
of  the  Montanvert,  where  we  rcfted  for  a  few 
minutes. 

We  then  defcended  to  the  glacier,  coafted  it 
by  the  path  of  the  cryftal  hunters,  and  iti  about 
half  an  hour  came  'to  fome  diflficult  paflcs  called 
l.€s  Ponts^  or  the  Bridges,  which  run  over  a 
perpendicular  rock,  at  the  edge  of  a  fright- 
ful  precipice.  Thefc  paflages,  though  dill  dif- 
ficult, were  extremely  dangerous,  untH,  by  order 
of  M.  de  Saufliire,  the  rock  was  in  fome  parts 
blown  away  with  gunpowder,  and  fmall  holes 
formed  for  the  hands  and  feet.  The  firft  bridge 
was  about  forty  paces  Jn  length,  and  the  two 
other  pafles  fomewhat  lefs  difficult,  of  about  ten 
paces  each.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we 
arrived  at  a  fountain  which  drops  from  the  roof 
and  fides  of  a  natural  grotto,  the  infide  whereof 
is  overgrown  with  large  tufts  of  the  Ranunculus 
glacialii.  Having  walked  about  eight  miles 
fince  our  departure  from  Chamouny,  we  fat  dowa 
in  this  fequeftercd  grotto,  and  made  pur  firft 
repaft. 

From  hence  we  croffed  fome  fnow,  the  remains 
of  a  laft  winter's  Avalanche^  and  immediately  got 
upon  the  Moraine^  the  term  jgiven  to  the  ftonc^ 
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and  earth  which  the  glaciers  difgorgc  on  each  fide, 
after  having  received  them  from  the  (upcrim- 
pending  mountains  :  they  are  very  treacherous 
and  difficult  to  walk  upon.    The  ice  upon  which 
thefe  (tones  reft  is  more  hard  and  elevated  thaa 
that  of  the  reft  of  the  glacier  ;  and  the  earth  is 
laid  in  fuch  regular  and   equable  heaps,  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  art.     As  wc  looked  from 
hence  over  the  valley  of  ice,' it  feemed  imprac- 
ticable ;  fo  numerous  and  broad  were  the  cbafms 
which  interfefted  it  in  every    direSion,   many 
bearing  a  tremendous  appearance,   and  of  an 
aftoniming  depth  :  but  we  foon  found  that  it  only 
required  courage  and  aftivity.    Inftead  of  cram' 
ponsy  wc  had  large  nails  in  our  (hoes,  which  more 
effeQually  anfwered  our  purpofe,  and  our  fpiked 
flicks  were  on  this  occafion  particularly  fervice- 
able.     Having  dcfcended  upon  thcr  glacier,  \rc 
found  the  ice  foftcned  by  a  warm  wind,  which 
rendered  it  lefs  flippery  than  ufual.     Wc  cond- 
nued  along  it  about  a*  quarter  of  an  hour,  then 
regained  and  walked  along  the  Moraine  near  half 
an  hour.     Wc   now  embarked  upon  the  great 
valley  of  ice  called  Glacier  des  Boisy  I  own  not 
without  emotion  to  fee  ourfelves  upoti  this  extra- 
ordinary defcrt,   broken  into   frightful  chafms, 
through  the  maze  of  which  we  were  to  pafs.    It 
was  curious  to  obfcrve  the  numerous  little  rills 
produced  by  the  colleftion  of  drops  occafioned 
by  the  thawing  of  the  ice  on  the  upper  part  of 
the   glacier  :  thcfe  little  rills  hollow  out  fmall 
channels,  and  torrent-like  precipitate  thcmfelvcs 
into  the  chafms  with  a  violent  noife ;   increafing 
the  body  of  waters  formed  by  the  melting  of  the 
interior  furface,  and  finding  an  outlet  under  the 

immenfe 
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immenfe  arch  of  ice  in  the  valley  of  Chamouny, 
from  which  the  Arveron  ru(hcs.  This  ice-water 
was  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  extremely  re- 
frcfhing  from  its  coolnefs. 

The  (icld  of  ice,  which  at  firft  fight  fecmed 
impervious  to  all  but  the  chamois  and  marmot, 
and  fcarcely  pradicable  even  for  the  daring  foot- 
fteps  of  man,  is  travcrfed  by  flocks  of  fheep, 
driven  to  the  fcanty  pafturage  which  the  oppofite 
rocks  afford.  The  fhepherds  leave  them  in  thefc 
defolate  fpots,  and  vifit  them  at  diflferent  inter- 
vals. We  traced  their  track  over  the  ice,  and 
faw  a  flock  returning.  One  ftiepherd  preceded  as 
a  guide,  and  another  followed  the  herd.  We  had 
the  good  fortune  to  preferve  one  flieep  which  had 
ftrayed  from  the  flock. 

As  wc  were  continuing  our  courfe,  we  were 
furprifed  by  a  loud  noife ;  and,  looking  round, 
perceived  a  large  fragment  of  rock  which  had 
detatched  itfclf  from  one  of  the  higheft  needles  : 
it  bounded  from  precipice  to  precipice  with  great 
rapidity,  and,  before  it  reached  the  bpttom,  was 
diflblved  almoft  entirely  into  daft.  Having  pro/- 
ceedcd  about  an  hour,  we  were  aftoniflied  with  a 
view  far  more  magniBcent  than  imagination  qzt\ 
conceive :  hitherto  the  glaciers  had  fcarcely  an- 
fwered  my  expcdations,  but  now  they  far  furpaflcd 
them.  Nature  had  clad  herfclf  in  all  her  terrors. 
Before  us  was  a  vjiUey  of  ice  twenty  miles  in  ex- 
tent, bounded  by  a  circular  glacier  jof  pure  un- 
broken fnow,  called  Takul,  which  leads  direQly 
to  the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  is  fijrrounded  by 
large  conical  rocks,  terminating  in  Iharp  points 
like  the  towers  of  an  antient  fortification  ;  to  the 
right  rofc  a  range  of  magnificent  peaks,  their  in- 
terval? 
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tcrvals  filled  with  glaciers;  and  far  above  the  reft, 
the  majeftic  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  his  highcft 
point  obfcurcd  with  clouds.  He  appeared  of 
fuch  immenfe  magnitude,  that  at  his  prcfcncc 
the  circumjacent  mountains,  however  gigantic, 
fcemed  to  mrink  before  him,  and  ^^hide  their  di- 
mtnijhed  heads^V  In  half  an  hour  we  arrived  at 
the  Moraine,  which  forms  a  boundary  of  the 
vaJley,  croflcd  it,  and  proceeded  upon  a  body  of 
ice  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad.  Here 
the  -ice  was  more  even  and  free  from  chafms  than 
in  the  great  valley.  We  then  pafled  a  fecond 
Moraine,  and  beyond  that  anotlier  mafs  of  ice  to 
a  third  Moraine :  defcending  from  thence,  ue 
came  upon  the  lafl  ridge  of  ice,  broader  confi- 
^erably  than  the  two  former,  and  full  of  large 
chafms  :  it  is  feparated  from  the  rock  only  by  a 
very  narrow  Moraine.  Thefc  Moraines  conlaia 
great  quantities  of  cryftaK 

Here  we  turned  a  little  to  the  right,  and  af- 
cended  the  vaJley  of  ice,  the  fcene  every  moment 
increafmg  in  magnificence  and  horror.  In  a 
(hort  time  wc  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  Couverdc, 
having  walked  about  fix  miles  on  the  ice.  We 
now  found  it  difficult  to  quit  the  ice ;  and  the 
firft  part  of  the  dcfccnt  was  really  perilous.  One 
ftep  was  truly  dreadful  :  a  bulging  rock  entirely 
fmooth,  and  prcfenting  a  precipice  of  very  con- 
fiderable  depth,  which  was  terminated  by  an  im- 
menfe crevico  in  the  ice,  feemed  to  forbid  our 
progrefs  :  avfmall  hollow,  however,  in  the  mid- 
dle fcrved  for  one  foot,  and  fr^qm  thence  wc 
bounded  over  to  the  firm  ground.     One  guide 

went 
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went  firft,  and  held  out  his  liand  on  the  oppofitc 
fide,  whilfl  the  other  helped  and  direfled  t)s 
vrhcrc  to  place  our  feet.  We  continued  mount- 
ing along  a  path  which  now  feemed  without  dan^ 
ger,  though  very  narrow  and  ftecp,  and  carried 
along  the  ridge  of  precipices.  The  fcenery 
around  was  indeed  fo  fublime  as  to  banifh  all 
ideas  of  fatigue  and  apprehenfion.  Half  an  hour 
more  brought  us  to  the  fide  of  a  fountain,  where 
we  fat  down  to  our  dinner.  We  had  now  em- 
ployed five  hours  and  a  half  from  Chamouny^ 
and  notwlthdanding  all  difficulties  and  neceflfary 
halts,  had  walked  fifteen  miles,  but  none  of  us 
complained  of  fatigue. 

1  he  clouds  beginning  xo  gather,'  warned  us  to 
hatlen  to  the  top  of  the  Couvcrcle.  From  that 
ftation  we  had  the  view  of  three  ftupendous  vaU 
lies  of  ice,  the  glacier  of  Talefre  to  the  left,  in 
front  that  of  TEchaut,  and  the  Takul  to  the 
right ;  all  uniting  in  one  great  valley  of  ice 
called  the  Glacier  des  Bois^  which  ftrrtchcd  under 
our  feet,  and  was  furrounded  and  ornamented  by 
the  rugged  needles. 

The  dead  filence,  which  reigned  in  this  place, 
was  only  interrupted  by  the  bounding  of  diftant 
chamois,  and  the  cries  of  alarm  which  the  mar- 
mots  gave  to  their  tribes  at  our  approach. 

Having  refrelhed  ourfelves,  we  proceeded  to 
the  top  of  the  Couvcrcle,  a  moft  extraordinary 
rock  :  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  large  irregular 
multilateral  building  placed  on  a  mfBAintain.  The 
rock  is  granite,  the  afcent  was  laborious,  but 
perfeftly  fecure.  Towards  its  foot  we  found  a 
bottle  containing  the  names  of  two  EngUfhmeu 
who  had  reached  that  place  about  a  fortnight 

before, 
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before,  and  probably  flattered  themfclvcs  that 
no  ftranger  would  go  beyond  theoia  We  wrote 
our  names  on  the  reverfe  of  the  paper,  and  car- 
ried the  bottle  with  us  to  the  fummit  of  the  Cou- 
vercle.  Three  quarters  of  an  hour  brought  us 
to  the  point,  and  we  reached  a  rock  overhanging 
a  precipice  which  my  eyes  dared  not  meafurc. 
In  this  fituation  we  were  furprifed  with  a  thunder 
itorm,  which  added  great  horror  and  magnifi* 
cence  to  the  fcenc.  We  took  flielter  under  an 
impending  rock,  and  lidened  to  tlie  roaring  of 
the  ftorm  with  a  mixed  fenfation  of  fear  and  plca- 
fure.  On  rcflefting  in  this  place  that  we  were 
to  meafnrc  back  the  fame  ground,  and  to  undergo 
a  repetition  of  the  fame  difficulties,  we  were  not 
exempted  from  alarm ;  but  recolie£ting  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  man  to  encounter  fomc  dangers,  in 
order  to  behold  fuch  glorious  fcenes,  we  from  that 
moment  baniflied  all  apprehenfions. 

Our  view  from  the  top  of  the  Couvcrclc 
comprehended  the  fame  fublime  fcenes  wc 
had  enjoyed  from  its  bafe,  but  confiderably 
heightened  and  enlarged;  and  the  ftupendous 
extent  of  ice  appeared  like  a  ruffged  expanfe  of 
frozen  fea,  bounded  by  the  moft  gigantic  rocks, 
and  terminated  by  Mont  Blanc,  the  Atlas  of  the 
globe. 

Although  we  were  thus  entirely  enclofcd  be- 
tween ice  and  fnow,  and  barren  crags,  where  all 
vegetation  might  be  fuppofedto  ceafe ;  yet  our 
eyes  repofed  on  a  triangular  rock,  clothed  with 
grafs  and  alpine  plants,  and  darting  up  like  a 
fertile  ifland  in  the  midft  of  a  defolate  ocean,  i} 
is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Garden^  and  exhi- 
bits a  curious  contraft  to  the  furrounding  drcari- 
iicfs. 

During 
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33uring  our  expedition  into  the  Alps,,  we  had 
frequently  found  occafion  to  .remark  the  peculiar- 
ly deep  flbade  of  blue  colour  in  the  "  pure  Eni^ 
pyreal  *  ;"  and  to-day  we  were  more  particularly 
affe£led  with  this  circumftancc.  It  conveyed  a 
mod  fublime  idea  of  the  infinity  of  fpacc  :  the 
higher  we  afcended,  the  more  beautiful  it  fecmcd; 
and  we  ,were  informed  by  a  perfon  accuftoraed 
to  alpine  fcenes,  that  on  confiderable  elevation 
he  had  frequently  obferved  the  ftars  at  noon 
day. 

Our  drfcent  from  thefe  icy  regions  was  no  lefa 
fortunate  than  our  afcent ;  we  reached  the  Priory 
at  fevcn  in  the  afternoon,  without  the  Icaft  acci- 
dent, and  wrapt  in  aftonifhment  on  the  recollec- 
tion of  fccncs,  which  furpafs  the  imagination,  as 
much  as  they  defy  defcription. 

I  am,  &c. 

*  Milton. 
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Various  attempts  to  reach  thefummit  of  Mont  Blanc 
— Succefsful  Expedition  of  yarnes  Balma  and  Dr. 

.  Paccard — OfMonfteur  de  SauJJure — His  pbjficol 
Obfervations. 


v^ 


ARIOUS  attempts  having  been  made  to 
reach  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  as  well  by 
the  guides  of  Chamouny,  as  by  Meflicurs  de 
Sauffiire  and  Bourrit ;  a  chronological  account 
of  the  principal  expcdirions,  which  have  at  length 
terminated  fuccefsfully,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  un- 
intcrefling. 

I'he  firft  cncerprize  was  formed  by  Mr.  Cou- 
teran  and  three  guides  of  Chamouny,  Michael 
Paccard,  Viftor  Tiffay,  and  Marie  Coutet, 
On  the  thirteenth  of  July  1776,  thcfe  adven- 
turers  fet  off  from  the   Priory    about  eleven 

in 
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ih  the  evening-    They  palTcd  between  the  gla- 
ciers of  Bodfon  and  Tacona ;  and  after  having 
employed  above  fourteen  hours  in  mounting  rug- 
ged and  dangerous   afcents,  in  crofling  fevcrai 
vallies  of  ice,  and  large  plains  of  fnow,   they 
found  themfelvcs  upon  the  top  next  to  Mont 
Blanc.      At  firft  fight,    it  appeared  fcarccly  a 
league  diftant;    but  they  foon   difcovered  that 
the  clearnefs  of  the  air,  the  extraordinary  white- 
ncfs  of  the  fnow,  and  its  great  height,  made  it 
feem  nearer  than  it  was  in  reality :   and  they 
perceived  with  regret,  that  it  would  require  at 
leaft  four  hours  more  to  reach  the  fummit,  even 
fuppofing  it  pradicable.     But  as  the  day  was  far 
advanced,  and  the  vapours  towards  the  fummit 
of  Mont  Blanc  began  to   gather  into   clouds, 
they  were  obliged  to  relinquifli  their  enterprize. 
As  they  were  returning  in  great  hade,  one  of  the 
party  flipped  in  attempting  to  leap  over  a  chafm 
of  ice.     He  held  in  his  hand  a  long  pole,  fpiked 
with  iron,  which  he  ftruck  into  the  ice ;  and 
upon  this  he  hung  dreadfully  fufpended  for  a 
few  moments,  until  he  was  releafed  by  his  com- 
panions.    The  danger  he  had  jufl  cfcaped,  made 
fuch  an  impreflion  upon  him,   that  he  fainted 
away,  and  continued  for  fomc  time  in  that  fitu- 
ation :  he  was  at  length  brought  to  himfelf,  and, 
though  confiderably  bruifed,  fufEciently  recover- 
ed to  be  able  to  continue  his  journey.     They 
arrived  at  Chamouny  about  eight   that  evening, 
after  having  employed  two  and  twenty  hours  :  as 
foiBc  fort  of  recompence  for  fo  much  fatigue, 
they  enjoy  the  fatisfaftion,  at  leaft,  of  having  ap- 
pos^ched  nearer  to  Mont  Blanc  than  any  f9rmcr 
adventurers. 

According 
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AccordUig  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  the 
Ibmmit  to  >^bich  they  arrived,  is  more  than 
13,000  feet  above  the  Mediterranean,  lliefc 
perfons,  however,  did  not  take  the  neccffary  pre- 
cautions tor  fo  perilous  an  enterprize  :  for  the 
expedition  was  not  only  extremely  hazardous, 
but  was  alfo  far  too  fatiguing  and  difficult  to  be 
accomplifhed  within  twenty-four  hours.  They 
ought  to  have  fet  out  in  the  morning,  and  to 
bave  found  fomc  proper  place  in  which  they 
might  pafs  the  night ;  they  would  then  have 
fcecn  fufficicntly  refrelhed  the  next  morning  to 
purfue  their  expedition;  and  would  not  have 
found  thcmfelvcs,  after  advancing  within  four 
Itours  of  Mont  Blanc,  unable  to  proceed,  and  in 
danger  of  being  overtaken  by  darkncfs  in  fo 
dreary  a  iituation.  The  failure  of  this  expedition 
feemed  for  fome  time  to  reprefs  all  future  at- 
tempts to  attain  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc,  until 
the  indefatigable  Monf.  Bourrit  infufed  a  new 
fpirit  into  the  inhabitants  of  Chamouny.  After 
reiterated  though  unfuccef&ful  attempts,  on 
the  nth  of  September  1784,  Mr,  Bourrit,  ac- 
companied by  fix  guides,  departed  from  Biona- 
fey  I  and  was  fcaling^  as  he  expreffes  himfelf, 
the  rampart  of  Mont  Blanc,  when  he  fuddenly 
found  himfelf  fo  extremely  affefted  by  the  in- 
tenfe  cold,  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed. 

Marie  Coutet  and  Francis  Guidet,  two  of  the 
guides  who  attended  him  in  this  expedition, 
bad  preceded  their  company,  and  afcended  to 
the  Dome  of  Goute,  which  is  about  9,400 
feet  in  a  ftrait  horizontal  direftion  from  the 
fummit.  Marie  Coutet  informed  me,  that 
tbey  paflcd  the  Middle  Dome,  and  walked  along 

the 
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the  ridge  between  that  dome  aad  the  fummit  as 
far  as  fomc  high  rocks,  which  appear  from  the 
vale  of  Chamouny  like  fjnall  points  rifing  out  of 
the  fnow  ;  but  night  approaching,  obliged  them 
to  return.  , 

On  the  4th  of  September  1785,  Maria  Coutet 
and  James  Lambat  reached  a  place  under  a 
rock  at  a  coniiderable  elevation,  where  they 
paflfed  the  night :  fetting  off  before  fun-rife, 
found  thcmfclves  about  feven  on  the  Dome 
of  Gout^ :  and  were  proceeding  towards  the 
fummit,  with  a  fair  profpe£t  of  fuccefs,  when  a 
violent  ftorm  of  hail  enfued,  accompanied  with 
fuch  a  ftrong  wind,  as  compelled  them  to  re- 
turn. 

On  the  1 3th  of  September,  Meffieurs  dc  Sauf- 
furc  and  Bourrit,  attended  by  twelve  guides  well 
provided  with  barometers,  thermometers,  and 
other  inflruments,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
the  neceffary  obfervations,  departed  from  Biona- 
.  fay,  and  arrived  at  a  hut,  which  they  had  ordered 
to  be  conftrufted  at  Pierre  Ronde  7,808  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea.  Here  they  paffcd  the  night, 
and  early  the  next  morning  reached  the  Dome  of 
Goute  without  the  lead  accident,  and  without 
much  difficulty  ;  where  they  were  ftopped  by  a 
frelh  fall  of  fnow,  into  which  they  funk  fo  deep, 
that  all  further  progrefs  was  impracticable. 

Mr.  de  Sauffurc  informs  us,  that  the  mercury 
in  the  barometer  funk  eighteen  inches  and  a  half, 
and  that  he  reached  an  elevation  of  1,290  toifes, 
or  8,256  Englifli  feet. 

At  length,  in  July  1786,  fix  guides  of  Cha- 
mouny  having  failed  in  another  attempt,  James 
Balma,   one  of  the  company,  being  overtaken 

by 
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by  darknefs,  as  he  was  rambling  upon  the  icr, 
milTed  his  way,  and  paflTed  the  night  in  a  fpot 
above  the  Dome  of  Goute,  cleratcd  more  than 
12,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fca.  His 
youth,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  conftitution, 
having  preferved  him  from  the  cfFecls  of  the 
no3urnal  cold  in  fo  fcvere  an  atmofphere,  at  the 
approach  of  morn  he  reconnoitred  the  filuation, 
and  obferved  a  part  which  appeared  to  him  more 
cafy  of  accefs  than  any  of  the  others  that  had  been 
hitherto  attempted. 

On  his  arrival  at  Chamouhy  he  was  feizcd 
with  a  very  fevere  indifpofition,  the  cfFeft  of  ex- 
treme fatigue,  and  of  the  intenfe  cold.  Being 
attended  by  doftor  Paccard,  a  phyfician  of  the 
place,  James  Balma  communicated  his  obfcrva- 
tions ;  and,  in  gratitude  for  his  attendance,  of- 
fered to  conduft  him  to  the  fumrait  of  Mont 
lilanc. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  thefe  two  daring  ad- 
venturers  fallied  from  Chamouny  upon  this  me- 
morable expedition,  and  reached  before  dark  the 
mountain  of  La  Cote^  which  overhangs  the  up- 
per part  of  the  glacier  of  Boffon.  Here  they 
paffed  the  night ;  and  at  three  in  the  morning 
purfued  their  route  over  the  ice^  afcendeii  the 
Dome  of  Gout^,  paffed  under  the  Middle  Dome, 
and  at  the  laft  pyramid  of  rock  turned  to  the 
caft,  and  continued  along  the  ridge,  which  is 
fcen  from  Geneva,  and  lies  on  the  left  of  the 
fummit.  Here  they  fir  ft  began  to  experience 
fuch  intenfe  cold,  and  fuch  extreme  fatigue,  that 
Dr.  Paccard  was  almoft  induced  to  relinquilh 
the  enterprize :  being,  however,  encouraged  by 
James  Balma,  more  accuftomed  to  fuch  fatigu- 
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ing  and  dangerous  expeditions,  he  followed  his 
companion.  The  wind  was  fo  violent  and  pierc- 
ing, that  in  order  to  avoid  its  blowing  in  their 
faces,  they  were  obliged  to  walk  fideways  for  a 
confiderable  time.  About  fix  in  the  afternoon, 
they  at  length  attained  the  fummit  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  and  flood  triumphantly  on  a  fpot  of 
ground,  which  no  one  had  reached  before,  and 
at  the  elevation  of  1 5,662  feet  above  the  fea,  which 
is  undoubtedly  the  higheft  point  in  the  antient 
globe.  They  remained  on  the  fummit  no  more 
than  half  an  hour,  the  cold  being  fo  intenfe,  that 
the  provifion  was  frozen  in  their  pockets,  the  ink 
congealed  in  their  inkhorns  ;  and  the  mercury 
Mn  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  funk  to  1 8^  degrees. 
TDoftor  Paccard  had  juft  time  to  obferve  the  ftatc 
of  the  barometer,  which  he  has  not  communi- 
cated to  the  public. 

They  had  employed  fifteen  hours  in  afcending ; 
and  though  they  again  reached  the  mountain  of 
La  Cote  in  five  hours,  they  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  defcending,  their  fight  being  debi- 
litated by  the  refleftion  from  the  fnow.  They 
arrived  at  La  Cote  about  midnight,  after  twenty 
hours  unremitted  fatigue.  Having  repofcd  them- 
felves  two  hours,  they  again  fivllicd  forth,  and 
returned  to  Chamouny  at  eight  in  the  morning. 
Their  faces  were  excoriated,  and  their  lips  ex- 
ceedingly fwelled;  Dr.  Paccard  was  almoft  blind, 
and  his  eyes  continued  to  be  affcdled  for  a  confi- 
derable time. 

We  cannot  expeft  any  accurate  experiments 

from  thefe  two  perfons,  to  whom  the  glory  of 

having  firft  afcended  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc 

is  undoubtedly  due.     But  they  prepared  the  way 
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for  the  obfervations  and  difcoverics  of  future  na- 
turaliftst  and  particularly  of  M.  de  SaulTure, 
wbofe  indefatigable  zeal  did  not  permit  him  to 
reft,  until  he  had  reached  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and  made  thofe  experiments  which  cannot  fail 
greatly  to  elucidate  the  theory  of  the  atmo- 
fpherc- 

That  able  naturalift  fet  out  on  this  fucccfsful 
expedition,  from  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  on  the 
1 3th  of  Auguft,  1787.  He  was  accompanied  by 
eighteen  guides,  who  carried  a  tent,  matrafles,  all 
neceflary  accommodations,  and  inftruments  of 
experimental  philofophy.  They  pafied  the  firft 
night  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  La  Cote, 
in  a  hut  previoufly  conftruded  for  that  purpofc. 
At  four  o'clock  in  the  following  afternoon  they 
reached  an  elevation  of  9,312  feet  above  the 
priory,  or  1 2,762  above  the  level'  of  the  fea. 
Here  they  encamped,  and  formed  an  excavation 
in  the  congealed  fnow,  which  they  covered  with 
a  tent.  In  this  icy  habitation,  inftcad  of  fuffcr- 
ing  from  the  cold,  M.  de  Sauflurc  felt  fuch  afufr 
focating  beat,  from  the  clofencfs  of  the  tent,  and^ 
the  number  of  perfons  croudcd  in  fo  fmall  a 
compafs,  that  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  go 
into  the  open  air  in  order  to  breathe. 

The  next  morning  the  whole  company  de- 
parted at  fevcu  }  and  found  the  afcent  in  fotnc 
places  fo  fteep,  that  they  who  preceded  were 
obliged  to  hew  out  fteps  with  a  hatchet.  At 
eleven  they  reached  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc. 
Here  they  continued  three  hours  and  a  half« 
during  which  time  M,  de  Sauflure  enjoyed, 
with  rapture  and  aftonifhment,  a  view  the  moft 
extenfive  as  well  as  the  moft  rugged  and  fublime 
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in  natore  ;  and  made  thofe  obfervations  which 
will  render  this  expedition  no  longer  a  matter  of 
mere  curiodty.  Until  a  complete  and  ample  de* 
tail  of  thofe  obfervations  (hall  be  communicated 
to  the  public,  you  will  perhaps  not  be  difpleafed 
with  the  following  particulars  felcded  from  a 
temporary  publication  of  M.  de  Sauifure  him- 
felf. 

He  did  not  find  the  cold  fo  extremely  piercing 
as  was  experienced  by  Dr.  Paccard  and  James 
Balmat.  By  comparing  his  experiments  on 
Mont  Blanc  with  thofe  made  at  the  fame  time 
by  M.  Senebier  at  Geneva,  he  was  enabled  to 
make  the  following  comparifons.  Reaumur's 
thermometer  ftood  in  the  ihade  at  2^9  below 
freezing  point,  or  27  of  Fahrenheit ;  at  Geneva 
at  22.6,  or  82  of  Fahrenheit,  which  gives  a  dif- 
ference of  near  25  degrees  of  Reaumur,  or  45  of 
Fahrenheit,  between  the  (late  of  the  atmofphere 
at  both  places. 

De  Luc's  barometer  fell  to  i6.oj^$,  and  a& 
it  ftood  at  Geneva  at  27.211 1|,  it  gives  a  dif- 
ference of  11.2,  without  regarding  the  fra£tion. 
On  eftimating  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  from 
barometrical  experiments,  he  found  it  almoft  ex* 
aftly  correfpond  with  that  given  by  Sir  George 
Shuckborough,  or  15,602  Knglifli  teet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea,  and  which  refle£ts  the  higheft 
honour  on  the  accuracy  of  the  Engliih  ob« 
ferver. 

C  c  2  By 

•  A  tranflation  of  this  account,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martyn, 
pTofcflbr  of-botany  in  the  univcrfi  y  of  Cambridge,  printed  by 
Kearfley,  fortni  an  Appendix  to  his  Sketch  of  a  Tour  through 
Switzerland,  which  1  would  reconamend  to  the  traveller. 
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fey  experiments  with  the  hygrometer,  the  aif 
dn  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  contained  fix  times 
lefs  humidity  than  that  of  Geneva  ;  and  to  this 
extreme  drynefs  of  the  atmofphere,  he  imputes 
the  burning  third  which  he  and  his  companions 
experienced.  It  requires  half  an  hour  to  boil 
water  on  the  top  of  Mont  Blaiic,  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  minutes  are  fufGcient  at  Geneva,  and  four- 
teen or  fifteen  by  the  fea  fide.  By  experiments 
on  the  eleftrometer,  the  balls  diverged  only  three 
lines  ;  the  electricity  was  pofitive.  On  the  fum- 
mit  he  noticed  two  butterflies  on  the  wing  ;  ob- 
ferved,  at  thcf  elevation  of  1 1,392  feet  above  the 
fea,  the  Silene  JcauJis,  or  mofs campion,  in  flower; 
and  ftill  higher  up,  on  the  mod  elevated  rocks, 
the  Lichen  Sulphureus  and  Lichen  Rupejiris  of 
Hofftnan. 

He  adds,  that  the  fummits  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  adjacent  mountains  are  compofed  of  granite ; 
and  that,  after  Mont  Blanc,  the  Schreckhorn  and 
Mount  Rofa  in  Piedmont,  appeared  the  mod 
elevated  points. 

M.  de  Sauflure,  as  well  as  many  of  his  party, 
found  themfelvcs  extremely  affefted  by  the  rarc- 
faftion  of  the  air  ;  and  at  two  began  retaming. 
They  defcendcd  a  little  lower  than  the  place  in 
which  they  pafiVd  the  preceding  night,  and  ar- 
rived the  next  morning  at  the  valfcy  of  Cha- 
mouny, without  the  lead  accident  ;  and,  as  they 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  cover  their  faces  with 
crape,  their  flcins  wefe  not  excoriated,  nor  their 
fight  debilirated. 

On  the  eighth  of  Augud,  a  few  days  after  M. 
de  SauITure's  expedition,  Mr.  Bcaufoy  an  Englift 
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gentleman,  fucceeded  in  a  fimilar  attempt,  though 
it  was  attended  with  greater  difficulty,  ariAng 
from  the  enlargement  of  the  chafms  in  the  ice. 
An  account  of  this  expedition  was  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  on  the  13th  of  December 
1787,  and  will  probably  be  communicated  to  the 
public. 
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Cwtjkfluris  $n  the  Formatim  (md  Staff  of  the 
Glaciers. 


J^  O  fubjeft  in  natural  hiftory  is  more  curiouf 
than  the  origin  of  thcfe  glaciers,  extending  into 
fields  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  lying,  without  be- 
ing melted,  in  a  fituation,  where  the  fun  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  bring  the  earth  to  maturity  :  for  it  is 
aimed  literally  true,  that  with  one  hand  I  could 
touch  ice,  and  the  other  ripe  corn*  But  as  in 
my  firft  expedition  to  the  alps  my  ftay  was  ex- 
ceedingly {hort,  I  declined  entering  upon  a  fub* 
jed  too  important  .to  be  fuperficially  treated,  and 
only  threw  together  a  few  hafty  remarks,  which 
occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot.  But  I  find  that 
thcfe  remarks,    however    hafty  and  fupcrficial, 

fcrvcd 
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fcrvcd  to  excite  your  curiofity  ;  and  have  in- 
duced you  lo  inquire,  "  Which  is  the  moji  rational 
Jyfiem  concerning  the  formation  of  the  glaciers?  Are 
they  in  ajlaie  ^augmentation  or  diminution  ;  or  do 
they  remain  'within  the  fame  limks  ?** 

Although  in  my  fubiequent  journeys  to  the  alps 
I  made  this  fubjcft  a  particular  objcS  of  re- 
fearch  j  and  although  I  have  attentively  perufed 
the  principal  fyftems,  which  have  been  formed 
concerning  the  formation  of  glaciers  ;  yet  it  is 
not  without  great  diffidence,  that  I  can  prefume 
to  reply  to  your  very  arduous  queftions. 

The  theory  of  Gruner,  confirmed  and  amended 
by  that  able  naturalift  M.  de  SaufTure,  appears 
to  me  the  mod  fimple  and  rational ;  and  I  do  not 
know  how  I  can  better  fatisfy  yoyr  cufiofity, 
than  by  forming  an  cxtradt  from  his  much 
efteemed  work*,  interfperfing  it  with  a  few  ad» 
ditional  remarks  drawn  from  my  own  particular 
pbfervations. 

If  a  perfon  could  be  conveyed  to  fuch  an  ele- 
vation as  to  embrace  at  one  view  the  alps  of 
Switzerland,  Sayoy,  and  Dapphine,  he  would 
behold  a  v^ft  chain  of  mountains,  interfered  by 
numerous  vallies,  and  comp^fed  of  many  parallel 
chains,  the  higheft  occupying  the  center,  and  the 
others  gradually  diminifbing  in  proportion  tQ 
;heir  difltance  from  that  center. 

The  moft  elevated,  ox  central  chain,  would 
appear  bridled  >^  ith  pointed  rocks  ;  and  covered, 
even  in  fummer,  with  ice  and  fnow,  in  all  parts 
that  arc  not  abfolutely  perpendicular.  On  each 
(ide'pf  this  chain  he  would  difcover  deep  vallie$ 
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clothed  with  verdure,  peopled  with  numerous 
villages,  and  watered  by  many  rivers.  In  con- 
fidering  thefe  objefts  with  greater  attention,  be 
would  remark,  that  the  central  chain  is  compofed 
of  elevated  peaks  and  diverging  ridges,  whofe 
fummits  are  ovcrfpread  with  fnow  ;  that  the 
declivities  of  the  peaks  and  ridges,  excepting 
thofe  parts  that  ate  extremely^  ftecp,  are  covered 
with  fnow  and  ice  ;  and  that  the  intermediate 
depths  and  fpaces  between  them  are  filled  with 
immenfe  fields  of  ice,  terminating  in  thofe  cuhi- 
vated  vallies  which  border  the  great  chain. 

The  branches  ipoft  contiguous  to  the  central 
chain  would  prefent  the  fame  phenomena,  only  in 
a  leffcr  degree.  At  greater  diftances  no  ice 
would  be  obferved,  and  fcarccly  any  fnow,  but 
upon  fome  of  the  mod  elevated  fummits ;  and 
the  mountains  diminifhing  in  height  and  rugged- 
nefs,  would  appear  covered  with  herbage,  and 
gradually  fink  into  hills  and  plains. 

In  this  general  furvey,  the  glaciers  may  \}t  di- 
vided into  two  forts  ;  the  firft  occupying  the  deep 
vallies  fiiuated  in  the  bofom  of  the  alps,  and 
termed  by  the  natives  Va/Jees  de  Glaccj  but  which 
I  fhall  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of  Lower  Gla- 
ciers ;  the  fecond,  which  clothe  the  fummits 
and  fides  of  the  mountains,  I  (hall  call  Upper 
Glaciers. 

1 .  The  Lower  Glaciers  arc  by  far  the  mod 
confiderable  in  extent  and  depth.  Some  flretch 
fcveral  leagues  in  length ;  that  of  des  Bois  in  par- 
liwularis  more  than  fifteen  miles  long,  and  above 
thrte  in  its  greatcft. breadth. 

The  Lower  Glaciers  do  not,  as  is  generally 
imagined,  communicate  with  each  other  j  and 

but 
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but  few  of  them  are  parallel  to  the  central  chain : 
tli/ey  moflly  (Iretch  in  a  tranfverfe  diredion,  arc 
bordered  at  the  higher  extremity  by  inacceffiblQ 
rocks,  and  on  the  other  extend  into  the  cultivated 
vallic3. 

The  thicknefs  of  the  ice  varies  in  different 
parts.  M.  de  Sauffurc  found  its  general  depth 
m  the  glacier  des  Bois  from  eighty  to  a  hundred 
feet  ;  but  queftions  not  the  information  of  thofc 
who  affert,  that  in  fome  places  its  thicknefs  ex- 
ceeds even  fix  hundred  feet, 

Thefe  immcnfe  fields  of  ice  ufually  reft  on  an 
inclined  plain:  being  puflied  forwards  by  the  prcfi- 
JTurc  of  their  own  ^eighj^  and  but  weakly  fup- 
ported  by  the  rugged  rocks  beneath,  are  inter- 
fered by  large  tranfverfe  crevices  ;  and  prefent 
the  appearance  of  walljs,  pyramids,  and  other 
fantaftic  /h^pcs,  obferved  at  all  heights  and  in  all 
fituatipns,  wherevpr  the  declivity  is  beyond  thirty 
or  forty  degrees. 

But  in  thofe  parts,  where  the  plain  on  which 
they  reft  is  horizontal,  or  only  gently  inclined, 
the  furface  of  the  ice  is  nearly  uniform  ;  the 
crevices  are  but  few  and  narrow,  and  the  travel- 
ler crpffes  them  on  foot,  without  much,  diffi- 
culty. 

The  furface  of  the  ice  is  not  fo  flippery  as  that 
of  frozen  pond  or  rivers  :  it  is  rough  and  gra- 
nulated, and  is  only  dangerous  to  the  paffenger, 
where  there  is  a  fteep  defcent,  It  is  not  tranf- 
parent,  is  extremely  porous  and  full  of  fmall 
bubbles,  which  fcldom  exceed  the  fize  of  a  pea, 
and  confequently  is  not  fo  compafl  as  common 
ice :  its  perfeft  refemblance  to  the  congelation  of 
fnow  impregnated  with  water,   in  its  opacity, 

roughncfs. 
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roughnefs,  and  in  the  number  and  fmallnefs  of 
the  air-bubbles,  led  M.  dc  Sauflure  to  conceive 
the  following  fimple  and  natural  theory  on  the 
formation  or  the  glaciers. 

An  immenfe  quantity  of  fnow  is  continually 
accumulatiag  in  the  elevated  vallies  which  are 
enclofed  within  the  Alps,  as  well  from  'that 
which  falls  from  the  clouds  during  nine  months 
in  the  year,  as  from  the  maflfes  which  are  ince£> 
fi^ntly  rolling  from  the  fteep  fides  of  the  circuniT 
jacent  mountains.  Part  of  this  fnow,  which  is 
not  diflblved  during  fummer,  impregnated  with 
rain  and  fnow-water,'  is  frozen  during  winter, 
and  forms  that  opaque  and  porous  ice  of  which 
the  Lower  Glaciers  are  compofed. 

2.  The  Upper  Glaciers  maybe  fubdivided into 
thofe  which  cover  the  fummits,  and  thofe  which 
extend  along  the  fides  of  the  Alps. 

Thofe  which  cover  the  fummits  of  the  Alpt» 
owe  doubtlefs  their  origin  to  the  fnow  that  faills 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  and  which  remains 
nearly  in  its  original  (late,  being  congealed  into 
a  hard  fubftance,  and  not  converted  into  ice. 
For  although,  according  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
philofophers,  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  of 
other  elevated  mountains,  is,  from  the  gliftening 
of  the  furface,  fuppofed  to  be  covered  with  pure 
ice  ;  yet  it  appears,  both  from  theory  and  expe? 
rience,  that  it  is  not  ice  but  fnow.  For,  in  fo  ele^ 
vated  and  cold  a  region,  there  cannot  be  melted 
a  quantity  of  fnow  fuf&cient  to  ipipregnatc  with 
water  the  whole  mafs,  which  remains  undilTolved. 
Experience  alfo  juftifies  this  reafoning.  M.  de 
SauiTure  found  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  only  en- 
crufted  with  ice,  which,  though  of  a  firm  con- 
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fiftence,  was  yet  penetrable  with  a  ftick ;  and 
on  the  declivities  Of  the  fummit  be  difcovered, 
beneath  the  furfac^,  a  foft  fnow  without  cohere 
epce. 

.   'I  he  fubftance  which  clothes  the  fides  of  the 
Alps  is  neither  pure  fnow  like  that  of  the  fuoir 
n^itSy  nor  ice  which  forms  the  Lower  Glaciers^ 
but    is  an  aflemblage  of  both.     It  contains  leis 
fnow  than  the  fummits,  becaufe  the  fummer  heat 
has   more  power  to  diifolve  it,  and  becaufe  the 
liquefied  fnow  defcending  from  above,  the  mafs 
is  penetrated  with  a  larger  qpantity  of  water.     It 
contains  more  fnow  than  the  Lower  Glaciers,  be- 
caufe the  diflblution  of  the  fnow  is  comparatively 
leficr.      Hence  the  ice  is  even   more   porous, 
opaque,  and  lefs  compaffc  than  the  ice  of  the 
Lower  Glaciers  ;  and  is  of  fo  doubtful  a  texture 
as  renders  it,  ip  many  parts,  difficult  to  decide, 
whether  it  may  be  called  ice  or  frozen  (how. 

In  a  word :  there  is  a  regular  gradation  frota 
(he  fnow  on  the  fummits  to  the  ice  of  the  Lower 
Glaciers,  formed  by  the  intermediate  mixture  of 
fnow  and  ice,  which  bepomes  more  compa&  and 
lefs  porous  in  proportion  as  it  approaches  the 
Lower  Glaciers,  until  it  unites  and  allimilates 
with  them.  And  it  is  evident,  that  the  greater 
Off  leflcr  degree  of  denfity  is  derived  from  the 
greater  or  lefler  quantity  of  water,  with  which 
the  mafs  is  impregated* 

In  regard  to  your  fecond  queflion,  **  Whether 
the  glaciers  are  in  a  Jtaie  of  increafe  or  dimnu^ 
Utm^^  though  I  declined  on  a  former  occafion  to 
enter  minutely  upon  a  fubjedl,  which  required 
much  accurate  obfervation  and  repeated  expcri* 
mental  inveftigation }  yet  I  ventured  to  make 

one 
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one  rcmapk^  which  feemed  to  prove  the  occafional 
increafe  and  diminution  of  the  glaciers  ;  contrary 
to  the  opihion  of  fomc  philofophers,^  who  main- 
tain, that  they  continue  always  the  fame  ;  and  of 
others,  who  aflcrt,  that  they  are  continually  in- 
^rcafing. 

The  borders  of  the  glacier  of .  Montanvert, 
are  moftly  (kirtcd  with  trees :  towards  its  bafe  a 
vaft  arch  of  ice  rifes  to  near  a  hundred  feet  in 
height ;  under  which  the  Arveron  ruflies  with 
confiderable  force,  and  in  a  large  body  of  water. 
As  we  approached  the  ice,  we  pafled  through  a 
wood  of  Brs  :  thofe  trees  which  (land  at  a  Uttle 
diftance  from  the  arch  are  about  eighty  feet  high, 
and  are  undoubtedly  of  a  very  great  age.  Be- 
tween thefe  and  the  glacier,  the  trees  are  of  a 
later  growth ;  as  is  evident  from  their  texture 
and  inferior  fize.  Others,  ftill  fmaller,  have 
been  overturned  and  enveloped  in  the  ice  :  there 
feems  to  be  a  kind  of  regular  gradation  in  the 
age  of  thefe  feveral  trees,  from  the  largeft  which 
arc  (landing  to  the  fmalleft  that  He  proflrate. 

Thefe  fafts  juftly  lead  to  the  following  con- 
clufions  :— that  the  glacier  once  extended  as  far 
as  the  row  of  tall  firs  ;  that,  upon  its  gradual 
diflfolution,  a  number  of  trees  (hot  up  in  the  very 
fpots  which  it  formerly  occupied;  that,  (ince 
that  period,  the  ice  has  again  advanced  ;  and  has 
overturned  the  trees  of  later  date,  before  they 
had  grown  to  any  confiderable  height. 

To  thefe  circumftances,  the  following  fad 
may  be  added.  Large  ftones  of  granite  are 
ufually  found  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  extre- 
mities of  the  glacier.  Thefe  ftones  have  certain- 
ly fallen  from  the  mountains  upon  the  ice  j  have 

been 
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been  carried  on  in  its  prdgrefs ;  and  have  tum- 
bled into  the  plain  upon  the  difTolution  or  finking 
of  the  ice  which  fupported  them.  I'hefe  ftones, 
which  the  inhabitants  call  Moraine^  form  a  kind 
of  border,  towards  the  foot  of  the  valley  of  ice, 
and  have  been  pulhcd  forward  by  the  glacier  in 
its  advances  :  they  extend  even  to  the  place  oc- 
cupied by  the.  larger  pines«  . 

As  feveral  writers  upon  Switzerland  have,  in 
contradiction  to  thefe  fads,  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  fnow  and  ice  are  continually  ac- 
cumulating in  the  Alps,  I  (hall  here  throw  toge- 
ther a  few  additional  remarks,  that  may  tend 
to  confirm  the  contrary  opinion* 

The  Inferior  Glacier  of  Grindelwald  was  fo 
confiderably  diminifhed  fince  my  firft  expedition 
in  1776,  that  the  fpot  which  its  extremity  ithen 
occupied  was,  in  1785,  removed  at  leail  four 
hundred  paces  from  its  former  fite.  In  the  vaU 
ley  of  Chamouny,  the  Murailles  de  Glace^  which 
1  defcribed  as  forming  the  border  of  the  glacier 
of  Boflbn,  no  longer  exifted  j  and  young  trees 
had  (hot  up  in  the  parts  which  were  then  covered 
by  the  glacier  of  Montanvert. 

ITic  advocates,  however,  for  the  increafe  of 
the  glaciers,  admitting  thefe  fads,  yet  deny  that 
any  judgment  can  be  fonncd  concerning  the  (late 
of  the  more  elevated  regions,  from  what  paflVs 
in  the  vallies,  where  the  fun  has  power  to  bring 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  maturity.  They  afl'ert 
that  it  appears,  both  from  theory  and  fad,  that 
more  fnow  falls,  and  more  ice  is  annually  formed 
in  the  Alps  than  can  be  annuUy  dilTolved. 

To  judge  from  theory  ;  they  argue,  that  the 
cold  occafioned  by  the  mafs  of  ice  already  formed 

ought 
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ought  to  augment  it  ftill  further ;  ind  in  regard 
to  experience,  it  is  evident,  that  within  the  me* 
mory  of  the  prefent  generation,  many  mountaina 
kavc  been  covered,  many  paftures  and  habitation 
invaded,  and  maliy  paffages  irrecoverably  ob- 
ftru&ed  by  the  ice* 

In  confidering  the  arguments  drawn  from 
theory,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  caufes  which 
tend  to  the  diminution  of  the  ice,  are  no  lefs 
powerful  than  the  augmentation  of  the  cold, 
which  is  fuppofcd  to  occafion  its  indefinite  in- 
creafe.  Thcfc  caufes  arc  principally  ;  i .  rain 
and  fleet  in  the  lefs  elevated  regions  ;  2.  evapo- 
ration ;  3.  dcfccnt  of  the  fnow  and  ice,  both  pre- 
cipitous and  gradual ;  4.  heat  of  the  atmofphere  ; 
j*  mean  temperature  of  the  earth. 

1*  The  rain  and  flee(,  which  fall  during  fum- 
mer  upon  the  Lower  Glaciers,  not  only  thaw 
the  ice,  but  increafe  thofc  rills  that  colled  on 
the  furface,  excavate  channels,  dcfcend  into  the 
clefts,  and  afCft  in  forming  them. 

3.  Evaporation  is  a  ftill  more  powerful  caufe  i 
as  it  afls  at  all  heights,  and  in  all  feafons. 

3.  The  dcfccnt  of  the  fnow  and  ice,  as  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  precipitous  and  gradual.  The 
precipitous,  or  contiual  fallings  of  congealed 
fnow,  termed  by  the  natives  avalanches^  are  de- 
tached either  by  their  own  weight,  foiPtened  from 
their  hold  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  or  the  warm  air 
v^hich  blows  from  the  fouth,  or  overthrown  by 
the  violent  hurricanes  that  arc  extremely  common 
in  the  Upper  Alps.  When  thcfc  maffcs  arc  pre- 
cipitated into  a  milder  air,  though  they  may 
fomctimes  indeed  rcfift  the  influence  of  heat,  and 
form  valleys  of  ice,  yet  they  are  more  ufually  dif- 

folved. 
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folved;  Thefe  avalanches  are  mod  common  in 
the  Upi^er  Glaciers  ;  v^hereas  the  gradual  defcent 
df  the  ice  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Lower  GU* 
ciers,  and  is  a  very  powerful  agent  in  leflTening 
the  aggregate  mafs. 

All  the  Lower  Glaciers,  or  valHes  of  iec^  reft 
on  an  inclined  plain,  arched  or  hollow,  and  afe 
undermined  and  weakened  by  the  torrents, 
which  are  conftantly  flowing,  as  well  from  the 
Upper  Glaciers,,  as  from  their  own  interior  fur- 
face. 

The  natural  tendency  of  a  heavy  body  in  fuch 
a  pofition  is  to  defcend ;  and  its  progreflive  mo* 
tion  is  accelerated  in  proportion  to  its  own 
weight,  and  the  greater  inclination  of  its  baiis* 
This  propreflive  motion,  which  afls  though  im- 
perceptibly, yet  gradually  and  uniformly,  carries 
the  ice  into  thofe  cultivated  plains  and  vallies, 
where  the  fun  ripens  the  fruits  of  the  field ;  and 
where  a  period  is  neceflarily  put  to  its  further  in- 
creafe. 

If  you  require  a  proof  of  this  imperceptible  . 
defcent,  the  anfwer  is  ohvious.  It  is  to  be  col- 
leded  from  the  fa£ls  which  I  have  already  enu- 
merated ;  namely,  from  the  trees  which  are  oc- 
cafionally  overturned  by  the  ice  in  its  progrefs, 
and  by  the  moraine  of  ftones  which  is  obferved 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Lower  Glaciers.  Thefe 
ftones  being  fimilar  to  the  mountains  of  the 
upper  alps,  and  eflentially  different  from  the 
rocks  below,  muft  have  been  conveyed  by  the 
ice  in  its  defcent  from  the  Upper  Glaciers. 

4.  The  heat' of  the  atmofphere,  or  the  efficacy 
of  the  fun's  rays  on  the  outward  furface  of  the 

glaciers. 
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glaciers,  is  too  evident  to  require  any  proof,  even 
to  thofc  who  have  never  been  in  the  alps. 

Another  caufe  of  a  thaw,  derived  frOm  the 
heat  of  the  atmofphere,  which  Will  not  be  ex- 
peded  by  thofe  who  have  not  vifited  thcfe  icy  re- 
gions, is  the  warm  winds  which  blow  by  night 
as  well  as  by  day  in  the  Upper  no  lefs  than  in 
the  Lower  Glaciers.  Thcfe  warm  winds  are, 
during  funimcr,  fo  common  in  thefe  parts,  that 
I  never  croflfed  a  glaciet  without  feeling,  in  fome 
particular  pofitions,  a  warmth  flmilar  to  the  air 
of  a  hot- bach. 

5.  But  as  thefe  two  caufes  only  operate  in  fura- 
tner  ;  and  as  the  fun*s  rays  do  not  produce  fuf- 
ficient  effeft  in  the  higheft  parts,  wc  mud  have 
recourfe  to  the  mean  temperature  of  the  earth, 
which  feenis  to  be  the  grcateft  and  raoft  power- 
ful agent  in  preventing  an  indefinite  augmenta- 
tion of  ice  and  fnow.  This  mean  temperature^ 
termed  by  fome  philofophers  thie  internal  *  heat 
of  the  earth,  is  always  above  the  freezing  point, 
as  is  evident  from  the  heat  of  the  fprings  which 
iflue  from  the  bowels  of  thl^  earth.  In  winter, 
therefore,  or  in  thofe  high  regions  of  the  globe 
where  the  cold  is  ufually  below  the  freezing  point, 
when  any  fpot  of  ground  is  covered  with  only 
a  thin  coat  of  fnow,  it  may  be  fo  far  cooled,  to 

a  certain 

•  Some  philofophers  impute  this  condant  thaw,  which 
tafces  place  iii  the  lower  fur  fare  of  the  glaciers,  to  an  internal 
fource  of  heat  in  th^  earth  ;  but  that  opinion  has  been  very 
ably  rcfured  by  feveral  modern  narurajiils  ,  the  mean  tem- 
perature of  rhe  ground  being  found  fufficient  to  actonnt 
ior  a//  the  phenomerti,  local  ci»cumftances  excepted, 
which  have  beeii  ufually  afli^ned  to  an  internal  heat  of  the 
earik. 
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a  certain  depth,  by  the  influence  of  the  external 
air,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  dilTolving  any  part 
of  the  fuperincumbent  fnow«  But  when  the  maft 
of  fnow  is  of  fuch  a  thicknefs  as  to  protefl:  the 
furface  of  the  ground  from  the  effeds  of  the 
atmofpherical  cold,  the  mean  temperature, 
which  is  always  above  the  freezing  point,  will 
be  fufficient  to  melt  the  contiguous  furface  of 
fnow,  and  to  occaiion  a  conftant  thaw,  which 
fupplies  chofe  currents  of  water,  that  flow, 
at  all  feafons,  from  the  Upper  and  Lower  Gl^^ 
ciers. 

In  regard  to  the  argument  derived  from  expe- 
rience, it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  while  I 
admit  the  fa£ls  which  prove  the  progrefs  of  the 
ice,  it  by  no  means  feems  to  follow  that  its  fum 
is  perpetually  increafing.  For  the  advocates 
who  fupport  this  opinion,  while  they  fcrupu« 
loufly  enumerate  the  places  which  have  been  in- 
vaded  by  the  ice,  do  not  take  any  notice  of  thofe 
parts,  no  lefs  liumerous,  from  which  the  ice  haa 
retired. 

During  my  fecond  expedition  into  the  Alps,  I 
alfo  made  this  point  of  controverfy  a  particular 
ohjeGt  of  my  refearches  ;  and  on  inquiring  from 
th^  cbafeursj  and  other  perfco^  who  frequent 
the  mottfitains^  the  greateft  part  were  of  opinioa 
that  the  colle£ii(»i  of  ice  and  fnow,  even  in  the 
d«vated  regions^  was  by  no  means  in  a  contl* 
nual  ftate  of  augmentation ;  but  that  while  it 
gained  in  fome  places  it  diminiflied  in  otberis  and 
that  upon  an  average,  the  aggregate  naafa  was 
nearly  the  iame. 

VouL  Dd  LETTER 
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feemed  indeed  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  a 
common  peafant  of  the  Vallais,  ihould  know 
there  was  fuch  a  place  as  Conftantinople ;  but  k 
was  not  lefs  furprirmg,  that  he  fhould  ever  have 
heard  of  the  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  American  colonies. 

After  returning  about  a  league  thro*  the  fame 
fertile  and  well-cultivated  country  which  we  tra- 
verfed  ycfterday,  we  left  the  plain,  and  afccndcd 
the  Grimfel :  one  of  thofe  Alps  which  feparate 
the  Vallais  from  the  canton  of  Berne.  We  em- 
ployed four  hours  in  climbing  a  fteep  and  craggy 
road  to  the  fummit ;  and  (hould  have  confidercd 
the  attempt  as  fcarcely  pradicable,  had  we  not 
been  encouraged  by  the  experience  of  ycftcrday. 
We  crofled  the  feveral  fliades  of  vegetation: 
in  the  valley,  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  moun- 
tain, corn  and  rich  meadows ;  then  forefts  of 
larch  and  pine ;  next,  (hort  grafs,  together 
with  feveral  fpecies  of  herbs,  that  afford  exquifitc 
pafture  to  the  cattle  ;  to  thefe  fucceeded  the  va- 
rious tribes  of  moffes  and  lichens  s  and  then 
bare  rock  and  fnow.  It  would  be  curious  to 
con(tru£t,  or  at  lead  to  imagine,  a  fcale  of  vc« 
getation,  according  to  the  idea  of  a  French 
writer ;  who  aflerts,  that  cxceflive  cold  and  cx- 
ceilive  heat  are  equally  pernicious.  The  tops  of 
thefe  high  mountains  are  barren,  and  produce 
no  plants ;  and  at  certain  heights  nothing  but 
modes  and  lichens  will  vegetate :  the  fame 
occurs  in  climates  where  the  heat  is  intolerable ; 
as  no  other  vegetable  produdions  are  obfervcd  m 
the  burning  fands  of  Africa.  The  lichens  and 
moflfcs  then,  which  fupport  the  cold  better  than 
other  plants,  would  form   the  firft  degree  of  a 
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though  thcfc  two  naturalifts  differ  in  fome  inftan- 
ccs,  yet  their  joint  labours  have  affifted  in  afcer- 
taining  the  nature  and  ceconomy  of  this  curious 
animal.  The  following  account,  therefore,  of 
the  bouquetin,  is  taken  principally  from  their 
obfervations  in  Rozier's  Journal,  and  from  addi- 
tional information  obligingly  communicated  to 
me  by  M.  van  Berchem  himfelf. 

The  elder  naturalifts  fpeak  of  the  bouquetin 
as  of  an  animal  well  known,  and  in  their  time 
by  no  tneans  uncommon  on  the  high  alps  of 
Switzerland,  efpecially  in  the  canton  of  Glarus 
and  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons.  On  the 
town-hall  at  Glarus,  there  is  ftill  a  pair  of  horns 
of  an  extraordinary  length,  belonging  to  an  ani« 
mal  of  this  fpecies,  formerly  killed  in  the  canton. 
Thefc  horns  are  probably  the  fame  which  Ray 
faw  in  the  laft  century,  when  the  natives  in- 
formed him,  that  the  breed  was  cxtinft  in  that 
canton. 

That  this  animal  was  found  among  the  Gri- 
fons, appears  from  a  letter  in  the  poflfellion  of 
-M.  dc  Salis  Seervis,  dated  the  1 4th  of  Oftober, 
•1574,    in   which  the   Archduke   Ferdinand   of 
Auftria  requires  from  his  bailif  of  Cartels,  in  the 
Pretigau,  two  bouquetins  alive  *,  adding,  that  he 
had  received  feveral  from  his  predeceffors.  About 
forty  years  after  the  date  of  this  letter  the  animal 
began  to  be  rare  ;  for  a  decree  in  the  year  1612 
prohibits  the  chace  of  the  bouquetin  under  a  fine 
of  fifty  crowns,  and  that  of  the  chamois  from 
Newyear's-day  to  St.  John,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  crowns.     Sprccher,    in  his   Palhs  Rhefica^ 
D  d  2  publiihed 
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pobliflied  in  1617,  rdatcs  &at  the  chace  of  Ac 
bouquetin  was  not  uacommofi  in  kis  timCf  m 
the  valUes  of  Prcgall»»  Vak,  a»d  Upper  JEn- 
gadiaa:.  Another  law  of  ifrjj^  confirmeid  m  the 
foUowkig  year,  inflt^a  corporal  punifluncnt  en 
thofir  ^1m  kill  a  bouquetin*  But  chefe  fevcritiet 
coutd  tiot  preferve  the  breed  ^  and  if  it  probable 
that  tbis^  was  the  epoch  of  their  deftrudion,  whe& 
the  fear  of  their  being  cxtinft  proo&pted  govern- 
ment to  forbad  th^  chace*.  And  it  ic  certaio, 
that  within  tba  memory  of  the  pfcfent  genccadra^ 
ao  bouquetins  have  been  found  in  a  mid  ftate  in 
die  country  of  the  Grifons. 

This  animal  is  sow  chiefly  found  upon  that 
chain  which  ftiretchca  from  Dauphin£  through 
Savoy  to  the  confines  of  Italy,  a«d  principaUy 
•n  the  alps  bordering  on  Mom  Blanc,  whkh  is 
the  moft  elevated  part  of  that  chain*,  ks'  pacts- 
colar  haunts  are  the  valley  of  Cormayor  to  the 
fouth  of  Mont  Blanc,  thofe  heights  which  Ue 
between  Mont  Blanc  and  the  frontiers  of  the 
VaUais,  and  the  mountains  which  border  the  Yal 
Savarenche  ^  but  it  is  met  with  more  s^undandy 
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fttoced  by  Qoand  Gefner^  (ay^  thai  they  fpare  chisaniinal 
in  hufltingf  becaufe  it  is  tfie  armorial  bearing  of  the 
couQtiy. 
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**  Jrma.ftto^  ejf$rnfj^   npuUhra  infigma  gtnlti*^ 
•*  Hinc  iangam  hinc  vitam  nti^jent^    mgMtiajadmt 
•<  Comua,  perdue  plicat  rugpfa^  npankaque  in  armat^ 
**  Fmrm»fuffuf  nigrit  viUit  in  wurHihus  mrau* 
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ia  the  tnountains  of  the  valley  of  Cogue,  wfaicii 
it  the  frontier  of  the  valley  of  Dent  in  Piedmont^, 
and  aknoft  always  frequents  thofe  parts  that  have 
a  foathern  krped.' 

The  feveral  names  by  which  the  bouquetia 
is  known  in  different  languages,  are,  in  Greek, 
by  Homer  and  iElian,  Aie*^^«<  \  \  Latin,  ttex^ 
which  name  has  been  adopted  by  rooft  modern 
naturalifts;  Italian,  Capra  Seivaiica ;  German 
and  Swifs,  Steinkocb^  or  Rock-goat,  the  female, 
Etugniy  Tbftben  Tbfebgei/sy  perhaps  from  the 
Latin  Ibex;  Flcmiifa,  Wildgheii\  French,  Bou- 
queiin^  ancieiktly  Bsuce/iain^  the  German  name 
reverfed.  Belon  named  it  Hirciuferyt'j  Briffon, 
Birati  Ibex  ;  Linnaeus,  Cafra  Ibex  \  Pennant^ 
the  Ibex*y  and  Dr.  Girtanner,  Copra  Alpina. 
I  have  adopted  the  name  of  Bouquetin,  becaufo 
it  is  the  provincial  appeilatidn  of  the  animal  in  the 
Alp«. 

The  fyftematic  naturalifts  agree  in  taking  the 
Q)ecific  chara&er  of  the  bouquetin  from  die  beard, 
and  the  boms,  which  they  defcribe  as  knobbed 
akmg  the  upper  or  aititerior  furface,  and  reclining 
towards  the  back. 

The  male  bouquetiiy  is  larger  than  the  tame 
goat,  but  refembles  if  much  in  the  outer  form« 
The  head  is  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  body, 
with  ^he  mu2zle  thick,  comprefled,  and  a  litde 
arched.  The  eyes  are  large,  rotind,  and  have 
much  fire  and  brilliancy.  The  horns  large,  when 
pf  a  full  fize  weighing  fomedines  16  or  18  pounds, 

flatted 

t  Moft  natorsltfts  affirm  tfa«t  Homer  callf  this  animal 
Ai{i{4a^,  ¥rbereas  he  (Ules  it  «<£«^%  or  the  wild-goat^ 
adding  the  eptchec  (£«xki  qf  wanton. 
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flatted  before  and  rounded  behind,  with  one  or 
two  longitudinal  ridges,  and  many  tranfverfc 
ridges ;  which  degenerate  towards  the  tip  into 
knobs  ;  the  colour  dufky  brown.  The  beard 
long,  tawny,  or  duflcy.  The  legs  flender,  with 
the  hoofs 'fhort,  hollow  on  the  infide,  and  on  the 
outfidc  terminated  by  a  faJicnt  border,  like  thofc 
of  the  chamois.  The  body  fnort,  thick,  and 
ftrong.  The  tail  fliort,  naked  underneath,  the 
reft  covered  with  long  hairs,  white  at  the  bafe 
ind  fides,  black  above  and  at  the  end;  Space 
under  the  tail  in  fome  tawny,  in  others  white. 
The  coat  long,  but  not  pendent,  a(h-coloured. 
mixed  with  fome  hoary  hairs  :  a  black  lift  runs 
along  the  back  ;  and  there  is  a  black  fpot  above 
and  below  the  knees.  Its  colour, '  however,  like 
that  of  other  animals,  muft  neceflarily  vary  ac- 
cording to  its  age  and  local  circumftances. 

The  female  has  been  little  noticed  among  na- 
turalifts.  She  is  dne  third  lefs  than  the  male, 
and  not  fo  corpulent ;  her  colour  is  lefs  tawny: 
her  horns  are  very  fmatt,  and  not  above  eight 
inches  long.  In  thefe,  and  in  her  figure,  (he 
refembles  a  goat  that  has  been  caftrated  whilft 
young.  She  has  two  teats,  like  the  tame  (he- 
goat,  and  never  has  any  beard,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
in  an  advanced  age.  The  young  ones  arc  of  a 
dirty  grey  colour,  and  the  lift  along  the  back  is 
fcarccly  difcernible. 

There  is  a  fluffed  fpecimen  of  the  male  bou- 
quctin  of  the  Alps  in  Mr.  Parkinfon's,  late  Sir 
/Vlhton  Lever's,  Mufeum,  of  which  I  have  here 
given  fome  of  the  principal  dimenfions,  as  they 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  author  that  has  fillen 
under  my  obfervation,  except  in  Buffon'sHiftoirc 

NaturcHc; 


o 

9!- 

4 

4 

2 

5l 

■2 

■7f 

3 

6 

3 

a 

316^  Boufuetm.  407 

l^turelle ;  and  thofe  were  taken  by  Mr.  Dau-^ 
bentqn  from  a  young  fubjed. 

Feet    Inches, 

•Length  of  the  head  from  the  lower  jaw 

to  the  fpacc  between  the  horns        — 
Length  from  the  root  of  the  horns  to 

the  bafe  or  origin  of  the  tail  — - 

Height  at  the  (boulder  before  — 

Height  at  the  ihoulder  behind  — 

Circumference  of  the  body  next  to  the 

fore  legs  —  —  — 

Circumference  next  the  hind  legs      — 
Circumference  of  the  neck,  clofe  to  the 

ihoulders            —  —  —     2     34- 

'■  between  the 

«ars  aiui  the  horns  -r-         —     «     4 

The  horns  being  fo  remarkable  a  part  of  this 
animal,  I  (ball  here  add  the  meafurcment,  not 
only  of  thofe  belonging  to  Mr.  Parkinfon,  but 
of  fcveral  pairs  which  are  depofited  in  the  Britifh 
Mufeum.  Thofe  in  tht  fecond  and  third  co- 
lumns certainly  belong  to  the  bouquetin  of  the 
Alps.  Their  colour  is  a  dufky  brown.  The  firfjb 
of  thefe  is  very  flat  before  ;  the  fecond  is  not 
fo  fiat ;  neither  the  longitudinal  nor  tranfverfe 
ridges  are  fo  ftrongly  marked :  thefe  are  evi- 
dently the  horns  of  a  very  old  animal.  The 
horns  in  the  fourth  column  belong  alfo  to  the 
bouquetin  ;  but  probably  from  fome  other  coun- 
try. Their  colour  is  blacky  they  are  much 
fatter  on  the  fides,  and  narrower  before  than  the 
others  ;  the  longitudinal  ridge  is  yery  ftrongly 
marked,  and  the  tranfyerte  ridges  fLronger  and 
jno;-e  numerous*  I  cannot  obferve  any  more 
•    ..  than 
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than  one  *  longitudinal  ridge  in  any  of  the 
horns  T^phich  I  have  examined,  the  exterior  part 
of  the  front  being  univerfally  rounded  off,  and 
the  tranfverle  ridges  run  very  little  into  the  fides. 
The  horxi9  in  the  fifth  column  belong  unquefti- 
onably  to  the  JEgagrus  of  PaUaS|  which  ii  not 
improbably  a  variety  of  the  bouquetin.  Two 
iine  pairs  of  thcfe  were  given  to  the  Mufeum  by 
the  late  duke  of  Northumberland.  They  have  no 
anterior  flat  face,  but  a  (harp  ridge^  with  a  few 
|mob$  in  front,  about  nine  in  number,  and  very 
diftant  from  each  pther;  they  are  ftrcaked 
tranfverfely,  more  evidently  towards  the 
end.  Their  extremities  arc  much  arched, 
with  the  points  turning  inwards.  The  co- 
lour is  the  fa.m.e  with  thofis  pf  the  alpine  bou- 
quetins^ 

PIMEN6ION6  of  the  horns  ia  Mr.  PkrUnfbi*!.  Im 
Sir  Aihton  Lever*!,  klqieuiD  (n.  i.)  «ad  in  the  Britifii 
Mufeuim 
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*  Moft  ntturalifti  aSriii,  thtt  the  horas  tm  marked  with 
t'mjo  km^itndbal  ridpi  all  thofe  that  have  fatten  under  mj 
d^fervation  have  oijy  mt  'mmvhf  longttn^ina)  ridge,  and  a 
fcint  mark  on  the  exterior  edge,  ^hick  is  probably  laken  br 
the >fW  longitudinal  ridge.  .,;,;.,,..,        .        ; 
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It  is  a  commcm  notion  of  the  hunters,  ^dc^ted 
by  many  natnrafifts,  that  th^  age  of  a  bonqtictin 
may  be  eftimated  by  the  number  of  rranfVerfe 
ridges  or  knobs  in  the  horns.  M.  van  Berchem, 
however,  afliires  me^  from  bis  own  obferva- 
tions,  that  this  is  a  vulgar  error ;  and  that  its 
age  can  only  be  afcertamed  by  the  number  and 
form  of  the  teeth,  as  in  flieep  and  goats.  This 
miftake  has  alfo  occafioned  its  term  of  life  to 
be  fuppofed  much  longer  than  it  really  is.  This 
animal  increafes  in  bulk  to  the  age  of  four  years ; 
according,  therefore,  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
Count  de  Buffon,  that  the  age  is  about  feven 
times  the  growth ;  its  life  is  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
years. 

In  a  ftate  of  tranquility,  the  bouquetin  com- 
monly carries  the  head  low ;  but  in  running 
holds  it  high,  and  even  bends  it  a  little  forward. 
He  mounts  a  perpendicular  rock  of  fifteen 
feet  at  three  leaps,  or  rather  three  fucceffive 
bounds  of  fi^e  feet  each.  It  does  not  feem  as  if 
he  found  any  footing  on  the  rock,  appearing  to 
touch  it  merelv  to  be  repelled,  like  an  elaftic 
fubftance  ftrikmg  againft  a  hard  body.  He  ic 
not  fuppofed  to  take  more  than  three  fucceffive 
leaps  in  this  manner.  If  he  is  between  two  rocks 
which  are  near  each  other,  and  wants  to  reach 
the  top,  he  leaps  from  the  fide  of  one  rock  to 
the  other  alternately,  till  he  has  attained  the  fum- 
mit.  He  alfo  traverfes  the  glaciers  with  rapidity ; 
'but  only  when  he  is  puriued,  for  other wif(f  he 
avoids  them. 

The  bouquetins  feed,  during  the  night,  in  the 
higbeft  woods :    bat  the  fun  no  fooner  begins 
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to  gHd  the  fiimmiis,  than  they  quit  the  woody 
region,  and  mount,  feeding  in  their  progrefs,  till 
they  have  reached  the  meft  confiderable  heights. 
They  betake  thcmfclves  to  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains which  face  the  eaft  or  fouth,  and  lie  down 
in  the  higheft  places  and  hotted  expofures  :    but 
when  the  (iin  has  finilhed  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  its  courfe,  they  again  begin  to  feed,  and 
to  defccnd  towards  the  woods  ;  whither  they  re- 
tire when  it  is  likly  to  fnow^  and  where  they 
always  pafs  the  winter.     The  bouquetins  aflem- 
ble  in   flocks,    confi(Ung  at  the  moft  of  ten, 
twelve^  or  fiftee^i ;  but  more  ufually  in  fmaller 
numbers.     The  males  which  are  fix  years  old 
and  upwards,  haunt  more  elevated  places  than 
the  females  and  younger  bouquetins;    and  as 
they  advance  in  age  are  lefs   tbnd  of  focicty ; 
they    become   gradually  hardened   againft    (he 
effeds  of  extreme  cold,  and  frequently  live  entirely 
alone* 

'  fh  funvner  they  feed  principally  on  the  gmfi 
and  other  aromatic  plajits  which  grow  in  the 
high  Alps ;  and  in  winter  they  eat  th?  lichens, 
and  broule  on  buih^  and  the  tender  fhoots  of 
trees.  They  prefer  thofe  ^ots  where  the  dwarf 
birch  and  alpine  willows,  grow,  and  where 
rhododendron^  thali£lrum^  and  farAfrageu 
abound. 

1  he  bouquetins  having  their  for^  legs  fomc^ 
what  (horter  than  the  hind  legs,  naturally  af- 
ccnd  with  greater  facility  than  they  defcencj  ;  for 
this  reafon  nothing  but  the  fevereft  weather  can 
engage  them  to  come  down  into  the  lower  re- 
gions; and  even*  in  winter,  if  there  are  a  few 

fine 


The  Bouquetin.  4H 

fine    days,   they  leave  the   woods    and  mount 
higher.  v 

Winter  is  the  feafon  of  love  with. them,  and 
principally  the  month  of  January.  1  he  females 
go  with  young  five  months,  and  confequcntly 
produce  in  the  laft  week  of  June,  or  the  firft  of 
July.  At  the  time  of  parturition  they  feparate 
from  the  males,  retire  to  the  fide  of  fome  rill, 
and  generally  bring  forth  only  one  young,  though 
fome  naturalifls  affirm  that  they  occafionally  pro- 
ducc  two. 

The  common  cry  of  the  bouquetin  is  a  fliort 
iharp  whiftle,  not  unlike  that  of  the  chamois,  but 
of  lefs  continuance :  fometimes  it  makes  a  fnort, 
and  when  young  bleats . 

The  feafon  for  hunting  the  bouquetin  is  to- 
wards  the  etid  of  fummer,  and  in  autumn,  dur- 
ing the  months  of  Auguft  and  September,  when 
they  are  ufually  in  good  condition.  None  but  the 
inhabitants  of  the  moimtains  engage  in  the  chace; 
for  it  requires  not  opiy  a  head  that  can  bear 
to  look  down  from  the  greateft  heights  without 
terror,  addrefs  and  fure-footednefs  in  the  mod 
difficult  and  dangerous  paiTes,  and  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent markfmaii;  but  alfo  miich  (Irength  and 
vigour,  to  fuppbrt  hunger,  cold,  and  prodigious 
fatigue.  The  moft  determined  hunters  of  bou- 
quetins  live  in  the  mountains  of  the  Lower  VaU 
lais  ;  for  inftance,  the  natives  of  Servan,  a  vil« 
lage  in  a  wild  and  pifiurefque  fituation,  four 
leagues  from  Valorfine,  and  two  or  three  from 
Martigny,  are  hunters  j  and  the  bouquetins  be- 
ing  no  longer  fbund  in  their  mountains,  they 
hunt  in  thofe  of  the  valley  of  Aoft,  obtaining 

a  permiffion 
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t  permifioQ  for  that  purpofe  ftota  the  itihabi* 
tants. 

Two  or  three  hunters  ufually  aflbciate  in  thii 
perilous  occupation :  they  are  armed  with  rifle- 
barrelled  guns,  and  fiirnifhed  with  foiall  bags  of 
proTifions ;  they  pafs  the  night  among  rocks  at 
<confiderable  heights ;  they  ered  a  miferable  hot 
of  turf,  where  they  lie  without  fire  or  covering, 
and  on  waking  not  unfreqaently  find  the  en* 
trance  blocked  up  with  Ihow  three  or  four  feet 
in  depth.     Sometimes,  in  the  purfuit  of  a  bou* 
quedn,  being  overtaken  by  darknefs  amid  crags 
and  precipices,  they  are  obliged  to  pi^  the  vhok 
night  (landing,  embraced  ii^  order  to  fupport 
each  other,  and  to  prevent  themfelves  from  ileep- 
ing.    Az  the  bouquctins  afcend  into  the  bif^bcr 
regions  very  early  in  the  morning,  it  is  necefiary 
to  gain  the  heights  before  them,  otherwiiie  tbcj 
fcent  the  hunter  and  betake  thedifelves  to  flight : 
it  would  then.be  in  vain  to  follow  them,  for  wfaca 
once  they  begin  to  efcape,  they  never  flop  till 
they  think  themfelves  entirely  out  of  danger, 
and  will  even  fomctimcs  run  for  tea  or  twclvp 
leagues. 

The  female  fliows  much  attachment  to  ber 
young,  and  even  defends  it  againft  eagles,  wolves, 
and  other  enemies ;  (he  takes  refuge  in  fome  ca- 
vern, and  prefendng  the  ^cad  at  the  entrance  of 
the  hole,  thus  oppofes  the  enemy. 

When  a  bouquetin  is  fliot,  the  hunters  kt  it 
cool  upon  the  fpot,  and  then  embowel  it|  put- 
ting the  blood  into  one  of  the  entrails,  which 
is  eftecmed  by  the  peafants  a  fovereign  rcwcdj 
in  pleurifies  and  fome  other  diforders.  A  Urge 
bouquetin  thus  embowcUed  will  weigh  tSo  or 
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aoo  poondi.    A  female  weighs  only  from  70  to^ 
80  pounds. 

Some  naturalifts  are  of  opinion,  that  the  di- 
minution of  the  race  of  bouquetias  in  the  AJps. 
is  owing  to  his  fize,  the  monftrous  length  and 
weight  of  the  horns,  which  impede  him  in  hit 
conrfe  ;  becau£e  he  is  driven  into  places  wb^re 
he  can  fcarcdy  procure  fufficient  nourifhment 
during  great  part  of  the  year,  where  his  fight  be- 
comes debilitated,  and  is  frequently  loft .  by  the 
ftrong  refie&ion  of  the  fun  from  the  ice  and  fnow« 
They  coniider  this  animal  rather  as  a  native  of 
the  fubalpine  regions,  which  are  covered  during 
Aimmer  with  the  fineft  herbage,  and  where  tha 
bouquetins  and  chamois  probably  paftured  in 
tranquillity,  when  only  the  lower  vallies  and 
plains  were  inhabited. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  maintained  by  otherSf 
t&at  the  bouquetin  is  endued  with  ftrength  pro« 
portionate  to  his  fize  ;  and  though  he  is  inferior 
to  the  chamois  in  livelznefs  and  agility,  yet  he  it 
by  no  means  deficient  in  a&ivity ;  that  his  horns^ 
^iigh  large  and  weighty,  yet  firom  their  recliop 
ed  p^ition  do  not  feem  to  be  any  impediment, 
but  rather  render  him  eiTential  fervice  when  he 
happens  to  fall,  or  purpofely  throws  himfelf  down 
precipices  to  avoid  His  purfuers.  They  add  atfo, 
ihat  his  natural  food  is  rather  lichens  than  herbs  ; 
diat  he  is  particularly  fond  of  'the  young  fhoot^ 
of  trees  and  (brubs  ;  and  that  in  all  the  places 
where  he  inhabits,  he  is  found  in  the  coldeft  and 
rudcft  mountains,  and  on  the  fteepeft  rocks. 
From  thcfe  circumftances,  it  is  not  improbable^ 
that  his  prefent  (ituation  and  manner  of  life  is  an 
effca  of  nature  rather  than  ncccflity.     Bcfides, 

why 
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why  do  the  chamois,  who  are  more  hunted  than 
the  bouquetin,  ftill  inhabit  the  lefs  elevated  re- 
gions ;  and  why  are  they  not  driven  into  the  gla- 
ciers ?  To  account  for  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  the 
bouquctin,  we  need  only  confidcr  the  number 
of  its  enemies,  in   men,    beads,    and  birds  of 
prey.      Nor  is  there  much  caufe  for  apprehcn- 
fions,  that  the  race  will  be   extintt  even  in  the 
Alps.      But   allowing  that  the   bouquetin   was 
no  longer  found  in  his  native    Alps,    ftill  we 
could  not  affirm  with  fo  much  propriety  that  the 
race  was  cxtin£t,  as  that  it  had  migrated  into  a 
milder  climate,  and,  with  a  ft  ate  of  domcftica- 
tion    and   more  fucculent  food,    had.  acquired 
fbfter   manners,  a   form  lefs  rude,  fmaller  and 
fmoothcr  horns.      For  it  is  even  not  improbable 
that  the  bircusferus  or  bouc-cftain  of  Belon,  the 
bouquetin  of  the  Alps,  the  Siberian  ibex,  and 
aegagrus,  both   fo  accurately  defcribed  by  Pal- 
las •,  and  the  tame  goat  in  all  its  different  forms, 
are  only  varieties  of  the  fame  fpccies.    Their  dif- 
ference in  fliape  and  manners  may  be  fufficiently 
accounted  for  from  a  change  of  climate,  fuua- 
tion,  and  food  ;  they  are  found  to  couple  freely 
with  each  other  ;  and  arc  affcrted  to  produce  an 
offspring  which  is  fertile. 

They  all  have  a  beard,  which  feems  to  be  the 
great  charafteriftic  diftindion  of  this  genus. 
They  differ  more  or  lefs  from  each  other  in  the 

fhapc 

•  Perhaps  alfo  tbe  rofra  caucafica,  defcribed  by  Pallas, 
from  the  papers  of  Guldenftaedt,  and  which  he  rep^^fents  a? 
differing  f^oin  the  acgagrus,  with  which  ir  has  been  confouiidc<l 
by  fomc  naiuralifts.     &e  Att,  Pcir.  for  1 779. 
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fliape  of  their  horns,  fize,  and  coat,  none  of 
which  can  be  cfteemed  certain  fpccific  diftinc- 
tions*  The  greateft  difference  undoubtedly  con- 
fills  in  the  horns^  none  of  them,  perhaps,  ex-- 
cept  the  bouquetin,  having  a  longitudinal  ridge, 
and  fome  of  them  being  even  without  the  tran« 
Tede  ridges..'  But  this  difference  is  lefs  percep- 
tible, in  comparing  the  bouquetin  with  the  Si- 
berian  ibex,  the  ibex  with  the  sgagrus,  and  the 
8es:agru^  with  the  tame  goat.  Nor  are  the  horns 
of  the  Alpine  bouquetin  fo  much  weightier, 
longer,  and  larger,  than  thofe  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  animals,  as  to  form  a  certain  fpecific  dif- 
tindion  *. 

But  even  if  this  difference  fliould  be  ftiU 
greater,  it  could  never  be  admitted  as  forming  a 
fpecific  diftinftion.  For  the  horns  not  only  dif- 
fer in  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but  in  the 

fame 


*  Tht  horns  of  cbe  bouquetin,  as  has  been  before  obferved, 
are  fbmetimes  found  to  weigh  fizteen  or  eighteen  pounds,  to  be 
tllree  feet  in  length,  and  to  have  iwenty-fourtranfverfe  ridges. 
A  (tngle  horn  of  a  Siberian  ibex  weighed,  according  to  Pallas, 
eight  Rullian  pounds,  which  is  one  tenth  lefs  than  an  Cnglifh 
pound,  and  l^d  (itteen  or  eighteen  tranfverfe  ridges.  The 
horns  of  another  full  grown  Siberian  ibex  meafured  2  feet  $ 
inches  and  5  lines,  along  the  curvature,  and  1  foot  a  inches 
and  I.  line,  in  a  rectilinear  direction.  The  horns  of  an  «gag- 
rus  meafured  2  feet  2  inches  and  9  lines  along  the  curvature, 
and  I  foot  4  inches  in  a  linear  diredtton.  The  horns  of  a  fiiU 
grown  Oucafan  goat,  were  2  feet  4  inches  along  tlie  curvature^ 
and  1  foot  6  inches  in  the  linear  diredtion.  The  longitudinal 
ridges  or  ridges  remain  then  as  the  onlf  fpecific  difference  be- 
tween the  hons  of  the  alpine  bouquerin  and  thofe  of  the  other 
fpecies.  See  the  meafureinents  in  Pallas  Spic.  Zool.  and 
in  his  dcfcription  of  the  Capra  Caucaiica,  in  ^Adt.  Peer,  for 
>779- 
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feme  indi^nals  at  di&rent  agcB«    If  ve  were  to 
aticmpt  to  arraifge  acsimaUyafr^  by  their  kornt, 
ihc  dUcritmaatioas  would  he  as  c«tte&  as  uaoer* 
taut.    But  if»  in  the  prtfent  iaftaoce,  die  alpine 
booqvctin  and  the  other  Ipeciss  o£  tlie  goat  ge* 
inis  fbonld  be  excepted  from  this  general  a&iv 
tion,  we  haw  only  to  add^  that  M.  van  Berehein 
poflefies  the  horns  of  a  young  one,  prodnced 
from -the  union  of  the  bouquetin  and  Ao-goar, 
that  aro  exa£Uy  fimikur  to  the  homa  of  tile  aiga- 
gruSy  which,  as  Pallas  aflcrts^  refembk  thofic  of 
the  tame  goat.      Climate  and   nutriment,  nmA 
have  a  great  tffcBt  upon  the  hontt*  of  aninn^. 
The  female  of  the  bouquetin  has  horn&  very  Vikc 
thofe  of  the  tame  goat^    It  is  no  voodo',  there* 
fore,  if  a  long  fenritude^  an  inadive  life,  aa  e^ 
change  from  the  aromatic  plants  and  pure  air  of 
die  moumains^  to  a  gro&  nutriment  and  a  moiAer 
atmofpbere,  (hould  diminiih  the  horns,  alter  their 
fliape,  fubdue  the  longitudinal  ridge,  and  convert 
the  knobs  into  wrinkles. 
•  The  Count  de  Buffon  extends  the  goat  genus 
ftill  further,  and  comprehends  under  it  even  th( 
chamois,  conjeduring  that  the  bouquetin  is  th» 
male,  in  the.  original  race  of  goats,  and  the  cha« 
mois  the  female.     The  French  naturalift  having, 
at  the  time  when  he  defcribed  the  bouquetin, 
never  feen  it  in  a  full  grown  ftate,  was  probably 
induced  to  entertain  this  opinion  from  a  faint  re- 
femblance  between  the  femak  bouquetin  and  the 
chamois.      But  there  does  not  feem  the  leaft 
foundation  for  this  notion,  the  chamois  being  afl 
animal  totally  diftinfk  from  the  goats,  never  coup- 
ling with  them,  and  judicioufly  clafled  by  Pallas 

and 
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and  Pennant  in  the  genus  of  antelopes.    His  ' 
conjedure,  howcv.er,  that  the  bouquetinjs  the 
original    fource   of  all  the  tame    goats   feems 
to  be  weU  founded;    and  has    been    adopted 
by  the  greateft  part  of  fucceedlng  naturalifts. 
And  aSy  according  to  the  juft  obfervations  of 
Pallas,  the  aegagrus  approaches  nearer  than  the 
bouquetin  to  the  tame  goat  in  its  form  and  horns, 
the  aegagrus  may  be  the  link  which  ui-.ites  ihe 
bouquetin  and  the  tame  goat.     May  not  the  asga.^ 
grus  be  confidered  as  a  race  produced  from,  the 
bouquetin  and  the  tame  (he-goat,  or  the  goat  and 
female  bouquetin  ?    Pallas  alfo  cgnjedures,  that 
the  tame  goat  may  poilibly  have  been  propagated 
from  the  asgagrus  and  the  Siberian  ibex,  which 
is  allowed  by  mod  naturalifls  to  be  the  fame  as  the 
bouquetin ;  and  Pennant  remarks,  with  no  lefs 
iagacity,  that  the  tame  goats  may  be  derived 
from  both,  as  we  are  affured  that  the  ibex  and 
fhe-goat  will  produce  a  fimilar  offspring.      It  is 
alfo  probable,  that  the  bouquetin  is  the  origin  of 
all  the  goat  genus,  becaufe  it  is  the  largeft,  flrong.* 
efl,'  and  dwells  in  the  mod  inhofpitable  regions. 
For,  according  to  the  obfcrvation  of  the  fame 
gieat  zoologift  *,  whom  we  have  To  often  quoted,' 
tbofe  animals  who   are  natives  of  the    coldeflL 
mountains  mud,    on  defcending  into-  the  warm 
plains,  be  'liable  to  greater  changes  than  thofe 
who  are  formed  for  milder  climates ;  and  this 
circumftance  feems  fuiEcient  to  account  for  the 
great  variety  obfervable  in  the  goat  genus. 

Some  pretend,  that  the  bouquetin  cannot  be 

the  original  (lock  from  whence  the  goats  have 

Vol.  I.  E  e  been 
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been  produced,  becaufe,  Sis  he  inhabits  only  th^ 
loftiell^fummits  and  rocks  covered  with  eternal 
fnow,  and  feeds  only  on  plants  peculiar  to  high 
regions,  he  cannot  be  dpmeflicated  in  a  variety 
of  climates.  But  this  opinion  is  contradi£bed  by 
hQ,  and  experience.  Stumpf,  the  hiftorian  of 
Switzerland,  informs  us,  that  the  Vallaifans  near 
Sion  bred  up  tame  bouquetins  with  their  goats  x 
zni  Belon  relates,  that  the  Cretans  tamed  the 
^'oufig  bouci-ellains  by  giving  them  to  be  fuckled 
by  the  goats.  Dr.  Pallas  alfo  relates,  that  he 
has  frequently  feen  the  Siberian  ibex  among 
the  tame  goats,  and  mentions  one  in  particular 
at.  Orenburgh,  which  was  leader  of  a  Sock, 
and  father  of  a  nuhierous  offspring  more  re* 
fcmbling  the  females  than  himfelf.  He  was 
very  different  from  the  tame  he-goats,  fcarcely 
inferior  in  ftze  to  a  bouquetin  two  years  old :  in 
colour  and  flrength  he  refembled  the  wild  ani- 
mal ;  had  thick  horns,  knobbed,  not  keeled 
above,  and  a  long  rough  coat,  but  no  where 
pendent,  except  in  the  beard :  the  black  lift  on 
the  back  was  almoft  obliterated.  And  laftly^ 
Mr.  van  Berchem  faw  feveral  tame  bouquetins 
» at  Aigle.  They  were  gentle  and  familiar ;  and 
"Without  being  remarkably  lively,  were  a£tiveand 
graceful  in  all  their  motions.  They  bred  with 
different  fhe-goats,  and  Mr.  van  Brechem  faw 
the  young  ones,  which  fecmed  to  form  a  new 
race. 

If  thcfe  obfervation  fhould  be  well  founded, 
the  goat  genus,  or  race  of  the  bouquetin,  is 
found  in  a  wild  ftate  along,  the  chain  of  moun- 

taifls 


] 


,  .  The  Bouqurtin.  4»9 

« 
tains  that  traverfes  the  temperate  parts  both  of 
Europe  and  Afia  j  on  the  Pyrenees  and  Carpa- 
thian  mountains  ;  on  the  Taurus  and  Caucafus  j 
on  the  mountains  of  Siberia  and  Tartary  ;  in 
Kamtchatka ;  on  the  illands  of  the  Archipelago ; 
in  Hedsjaeas  in  Arabia  j  in  India  ;  perhaps  in, 
Egypt  and  Lybiaf .         .       ; 
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f  A^  chronological   lift  of   the  authors  who  hs^ve  men- 
tioned, defcribed,  or  figured  the  bouquecin  and  aeg^grus,    is 
here  fubjoiAed. 
154.8.  J.    Rudolph.    Stumpf  Gemcine   Eidgenoflcnchalt   Be- 

fchreihwng.     Zurich,  folio.  A  good  account;  tranflated 

imo  Laein^  inferred  in  Gefner's  work,  and  tranfcribed 

by  many  fucceeding  naturalift«. 
1551.  Conradi    Gefneti    Hiftoria    Quadrupedum.      Tiguri, 

folioi     Ar  page  331,    &c.  is  an  ample  account,  from 

the  ancient?,  Srumpf,  and  others,   with  a  fmall  figure. 

At  page  1099,  however,  it  is«- tolerably  well'figilred. 
1554.  Belon  Oifervirions.     Frenc,h  edition,  p.'ao.     A  good 

defc^iption   of  the   animil 'in  Oete,  with  a  moderate 

figure— Latin,  edition,    by  Clufius.   1605.  p.  20.     The 

figure  fmall  and  very  indifTerenc. 
1617.  Sprechc  Pallas  Rhetica. 
1621.  Ulyflis  Aldrjvardi  Qnadl-upedum  Bifulcorum  Hiftoria. 

p.  730.  fig.  732..     Bad. 
1657.  Join,  Jonilon,  M    D*  Hiftoria  Natura lis  de  Qu^drupe- 

dibus,  Aiiiftel/folio.  Page  53.  \  2$.  f.  i.  and  c.  2d.  f, 

3,  the  latter  from  G  fner. ' 
1674-  Oiearii  Gatterfifche  Kunft  Kammer.  Tab.   10.   fig.    1. 

\  head  and  horns. 
1677.  Charletoni  Ewrcitaiiones.     Oxon,  folio.  Pag.  10^ 
1680.  Joh.   Jac.  Wagner,  M.  D.  Hiftoria   Naturalls  Helve- 

tise  curiofa.     Tigur.i.     1 2Uio.     At    p.     1 76.   a  ftiorc 

account.  -    ^ 

1693.  Jo- 
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ycurney  to  Geneva-^Pays  de  Vaud — Laufanne^ 
Felix  the  Fifth— Vevt^-^Tomb  and  Cbarader 
of  General  Ltidio^-^CIatem — MeiUerie. 


H  A  VIN  G  quitted  the  delightful  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny  and  its  magnificent  fcenery^  we  continued 

our 

1693.  Jo.  Raii  Synopiis  Quadnipeduni.  Lond.  8fO.  At  p.  77. 

a  lliort  defcri prion. 
1734.  Reprefentarion  des  Animaux  dc  k  Menagerie  dc  SL  A.  S. 
•  Monfergneur.  Ifc  Prince  Eugene.     Figurts  of  two  male^ 
the  female  and  two  young  ones,  io  the  laft  plate.    Thef 
are  called  Chamois,  but  are  bouquetim. 
I  740..  Ridinger  Abbildung  der  Jagtbarco  Thicre,  tab.  11. 
1749*  Linnxi  Syflema  NacarSK.     Holm.  8vo. 

1751.  Klein 
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• 

eur  route  towards  Geneva.  As  we  proceeded, 
the  height  bf  the  mountains  ^gradually  diminifhed  ; 
and  the  feVeral.vallics^  through  vdiich  we  pafltd, 
were  agreeably  diver fified  in  their  produdiions. 
•  We  fpHowcd  the  courfe  of  the  fonorous  aqrf  vio^ 
leat  Arye  /  and  ticzx  Salenche  ve  came  to  a  de- 

icent, 

i'7$ir  Klcia  Hiftoria  Quadrupedun,  fK  %6.    DcilTiptioa  froip 

Gefner.  • 

I  7y6.  Giiil.  Hcnr.  Kramer  Elfnchos  Vegetabilium  ct  Ani- 

maHum  per  Auftiiam  Inferiorem  obfcrvatorem.  Vicn- 

.    Bse,  &c.  Svo,  p.  321. 

BrilTon  Re^num    Anitaale^   4to.  p.    64.— 8vo.     ij6z. 

1764.  BufFpn  {{iftoire  Narurellc,  4ro.  vol.  xii.  p.   136.  tab. 

.    13.  a  bad  figure  of  a  young  one  ;  cab.'  14.  a  good  pair 

^  of  boms. 
1766.  Caroli  a  Unn^  Syftema  ^fatur«,  edit,  f  2.  Holm.  8vo. 

P-9S. 
1771.  Pennam'i  Synopfis  of  QiiadrjUpeds,  8vo.  p.  13'. 

1776,  P.  S.  Palisls  Spicilegia  Zoologica.  Fafcic.  uodecimus 
Berol.  4to.  p.  31.  t.  3.-'— and  t.  5.  f  4.  conrains  defcrip- 
lions  of  the  ibex  and  segagrus,  an^  gives  figures  of  the 

'  horns  of  the  Alpine  and  Siberian  bouquecin,  and  of  the 
sejgagrus. 

1777,  Erxleben  Syftema  Regni  Animalis.  Lipfiat.  8vo. 
p.  261. 

1777.  Ziroinernian's  Specimen  ZooISgise  Geographic*  Qna- 
drupedum.     Lugduni  Bat.  410.  p.  166. 

This  curious  and  learned  work,  improved  and  en- 
larged, WAS,  in  1780,  publi/hed  by  the  author  in  the 
German  tongue,  under  the  following  title  : 

Zimmennm's    Geographifchc    Gefchichte,     &c.   3 
vols.  8vo.  Leipfic.  1  780.    . 
1781.  Pennant's  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds.     Article  Ibex  and 
Caucafan  Goat. 

1786.  Rozier  Obferyations  fur  la  Phyfique,  fur  THifloire 
Naturelle,  &c.  Par.  quarto,  tome  28,  29.  Qirtanoer, 
Van  Berchem,  &  Guldenftacdt. 

1787.  Pennant's  Arctic  Zoology. 
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fccnt,  where  on  our  right  -hand  wc  dcfcricd  a 
finall  lake,  the  fituation  whereof  is  extremely 
pidurcfque  ;    and  whofe  borders,  (kirted   with 
wood,  arf  pleafing  and  variegated.     Frotn  hence 
wc'clcfccnded  into  the  plain,  which  continues  al- 
moft  perfcftly  level  to  Geneva.*  halchchc  lies  al 
the  bottom  of  a  broad  vallev,  which  here  contrafls 
to  a  narrow  pafs.     Tradition  fays,  that  this  little 
plain  was  once  a  lake' ;  and  indeed  its  form,  and 
uic  quality  of  the  fail,  fccm  to  juftify  tradition: 
great  part  is  laid  wafteby  the^nruly  Arvc,  >vhich 
frequently  overflows,  its  banks ;  and  the  reft  is 
moilly  covered  with  fruit-trees. 

Not  far  from  Magland  we  (topped  to  admire 
a  beautiful  fall   of  water,  called  the  cafcadc  of 
Arpenas,  which  ruflies,  like  the  Staubbach,  from 
an  impending  rock.     When  I  faw  it,  there  was 
a  confidcrablc   wind,  which  drove  the  torrent, 
foon  after  its  leaving  the  rock,  at  leaft  an  hun- 
dred yards  out  of  the   perpendicular  direftion, 
into  an  almoft  imperceptible  fpray  :     I  then  be- 
held it   trickling  down  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains in  a  thou  land   little  ftreams,  whith  united 
at  a  ridge  ;  and  from  thence  formed  three  caf- 
cades..    The  body*  of  water  was  much  more  cod- 
fidefable  than  that  of  the  Staubbach  ;  and  the 
fall  appeared  to  me  altogether  as  high.    Between 
Magland  and  Clufc  we  took  a  guide  to  conduft 
us  to  the  cave  of  la  Balme.     Though  the  afcent 
was  not  very  long,  yet  it  was  fo  fteep  that  we  were 
nearly  an  hour  in  reaching  it :  wc  then  fcramblcd 
along  a  precipice;    from  which  we   mounted  a 
ladder  ;  and  by  the  aid  of  the  branches  of  a  nut- 
tree  growing  from  the  rock,  we  pulled  ourfetves 
into  a  natural  cavern  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 

mile 
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mile  inlength,  and  forming  various  brajiches 
that  led  into  lofty  vaults  and  fpacious  openings  ; 
but  the  fight  of  which  did  not  anfwier  the  trouble 
required  to  enter  it. 

We  pafled  the  night  at  Clufe,  which  is  fitu- 
.  atcd  by  the  fide  of  the  Arvc  ;  and  the  next 
pioming  came  down  the  banks  of  that  river  to 
Bonneville,  the  capital  pf  Faucigny  :  it  (lands 
alio  upon  the  Arve,  at  the  bottom  of  a  chain^of 
•rocks,  which  from  this  place  diminilh  into  hills. 
All  ihis  part  of  Faucigny,  as  alfo  a  fmall  drip  of 
Xbablais  through  which  we  paflfed,  is  a  ricTi 
plain,  that  produces  wine  and  corn  in  gr^aC 
plenty ;  but  is  neither  populous  nojr  well  cuU 
tivaced*  By  the  little  village  of  Cbene  we  enter- 
ed nnto  the  territory  of*  Geneva :'  the  fuddcn 
change  from  the  poverty  of  the  Savoyards  to  the 
neatnefs  and  eafe  of  the  Genevans,  the  populouf- 
nefs  of  th^  country,  the  richnefs  of  itis  cultivation^ 
and  the  number  of  country-feats  fcattered  about 
the  fields,  were  circumftances,  that  affeded  me 
with  a  pleafing  fatisfadion. 

As   I  propofe   yifiting  Geneva  again,  in  my 
way'  to  the  fbuth  of  France,  I  will  defer  giving 
any  account , of  th^t  interefting  fown  until  my  rc- 
'  turn. 

We  went  from  Geneva  to  Craffi,  a  fmall  viU 
lagc  in  the  Pays  dc  Vaud,  where  wq  paffcd  a  day 
with  an  £ngti(h  gentlematti,  who  has  taken  a 
houfe  for  th^  fummer  jn  that  delightful  fpot.  In 
our  way  to  Craffi  w?  pafled  thfough  Vcrfoi,  ^ 
little  village  in  the  French  territories,  upon  the 
lake  of  Geneva  :  it  goes  by  the  name  of  Choifcid's 
'folly.  Geneva  having  fallen  uiTdcr  the  diipltra- 
fureof  F'rance;  that  ininifter  endeavouring  to  take 

advantage 
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,  adjutage  of  the  troubles  in  1 768,  laid  a  plan  to 
ruin  the  town,  and  to'monopolife  the  whole  trade 
of  the  lake.*     Accordingly  he  fixed  upon  VcrfcM 
as  a  (ituation  the  mbft  proper,    upon  which  to 
build  a  large  town.     For  this  purpofc,  he  began 
by  finking  a  pier  and  making  an  harbour :  he . 
conftrufted  alfo  a  frigate ;  marked  out  the  ftrects; 
fent  a'confidcrablc  quantity  of  ftone  to  build  the 
houfes  ;  ordered  a  garrifon,  and  crefted  hujts 
for  them,  in  which  rhey  continued   fomc  tirtte^ 
Nevcrtheiefs,   when  the  harbour  was  nearly  i?- 
nifhed,    and    government  had  expended  about 
>r.  1 25,000,  the  fchcme  was  relinquifhed. 

The  road  from  Geneva  to  Laufanne  runs 
through  the  Pays-  de  Vaud,  a  region  of  which, 
hiftorians  and  travellers  fpcak  with  rapture  ;  par- 
ticularly  of  that  part  which  borders  upon  the  . 
lake  of  Geneva :  and  indeed  a  more  delightful 
country  cannot  well  be  imagined.  It  is,  almoft 
the  whole  way,  a  gradual  afccnt  from  the  edge 
of  the  lake,  richly  laid  out  in  vineyards,  corn- 
fields, and  luxuriant  meadows  ;  and^  checkered 
with  continued  hamlets,  villages,  and  towns : 
the  (hores  are  generally  of  the  cleancft  gravel : 
and  the  water  is  of  fa  fine  a  tranfparcncy,  that 
you  may  fee  the  bottom*  to  a  very  confiderable 
depth. 

We  paffed  through  Nyon,  which  ftands  de- 
lightfully upon  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  in  the 
very  point  where  it  begins  to  widen.  It  was 
formerly  called  Colonid  Equejlris  Noiodunum ; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  its  antiquity,  feveral  Roman 
infcriptions,  and  other  antiem  remains,  have  been 
frequently  difcovered  in  the  out-lkirts  of  t]ie  town. 
In  this  part  the  lake  forms  Jibeautifurcurve,  hap- 


pily  alluded  to  by  Lucan,  where  he- njcntioAS  the  ; 
army  of  Julius  Csefar  ftriking  their  tents,  whiclr'  ■; 
were  pofted  on  the  borders.         *   .     • .       ^   '  ^  /' 

Dtferuere  cavo  tentofia  fixa  l^mano^.  '        "^    •  .  *• 

*  All  the  poffcflibns. in  thi^  country  formerfyV  *.. 
belonging  to '  the .  duke  of  S?tVoy, .  lycre  •wrcftcd ., 
fronv.him  in  the  war,  which  the  cantort  of  .Bernje\  \ 
dei^lared  againft,  him,  \n  .1536,  in  defence  <ff.'  ; 
Geneva  :  and  in  the  fame  year  the  *Teformatk>ii[ 
was  introduced.     From  fhat  period  all  the  E<ay« » ; 
dc  Vaud,  excepting,  the   ctoihmon  bailliages  of  .-* 
Grantbfi,  QrbeV  and  a  frnall  pofuoii  of  k;w.hich  ^. . 
wa4xeded  to.Fribnrgh,  has  be^  fubjea  to  Bernc^-  -^ 
aod^alces  part  of  tjiat  canton..  .  • 

Morges, .  which  i»  fituated  -at  the  extremhy  of "  » 
jk  l^eautifnl  bay,' is  the  neateft:to.^'n  in  the^K 
part3«     'the  envh-ons   are  .extremely  pieafant  j  . 
the  banks    of   th&  lake  forih'an  amphitbeatTe 
gently  rifing  to  the  Juwi  j  and  Mont  Blanc  prc- 
ferits  itlclf> through  an  immenfe  opening  in  did 
oppoHte  chain  of  rocks,  wh|ch  feems  to  have 
been  foriped  by  nature  in  order  to   exhibic  a    • 
fublime  perlpeftive  of  that  beautiful  mountain^   • 
Near  the  town  is  a  lime-tree  pf  a*  great  fize, 
being  twenty -four,  feet  four  inches  in  circum- 
ference, and  with  branches  of  magnificent  ex-  "^ 
tent  J   it  has  a  companion  about  three  .feet  left 
in  girth.     Mr.  Pennant  informs  me,  that  M  this 
tree  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  of  many 
othef  parts  of  the  continent;  that  it  was  imported 

•  into 

f  "  They  ftrike  their  tenttand  quit  the  Miow  betid 
"  Of  Lcman's  kke." 
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diftances  from  each  other,  in  order  to  point  odT 
the  path  to  travellers,  who  may  chance  to  pa& 
this  mountain  after  the  fnoMr  has  begun  to  fall. 
The  road  is  feldom  open  for  horfes  before  the 
firft  of  June.  Near  the  houfe,  upon  the  top  of 
a  fmall  rock^  our  hoft  has  contrived  a  kind  of 
little  garden,  by  bringing  fome  earth  from  the 
neighbouring  paflures :  and  this  fmall  piece  of 
ground  fupplies  him  tolerably  well  with  turnips 
and  cabbages ;  although,  on  account  of  the 
height  of  the  circumjacent  mountains,  it  does 
i)ot  long  enjoy  the  warmth  of  the  fun. 

Numerous  herds  of  goats  are  kept,  during  the 
fummer  months,  upon  thefe  mountains ;  they 
are  let  out  every  morning  to  feed  upon  the  paf- 
tures  J  and  return  every  evening  before  fun-fct 
to  be  milked  and  houfed.  It.  was  a  pleating 
fight  to  obferve  thetii  marching  homeward  in  the 
fame  herd ;  and  following-  each  other  down  the 
broken,  precipices,,  and.  along  the  rugged  fides  of 
the  rocks.^ 

This  hovel,,  befide  the  ftorehoufes  for  cheefes^ 
contains  only  a  fmall  kitchen,  a  bed-chamber 
appropriated  to  the  family,  «and  a  room,  in  which 
we  are  now  fitting.  We  occupy  nearly  one  fide; 
the  other  i&  taken  up  by  our  fervants,  the  land- 
lord and  his  wife,  and  half  a  dozen. honed  la^ 
bourers  :  the  latter  arc  partaking  of  their  homely 
fupper,  with  all  the  rclifti  of  well-earned  hunger  ; 
and  are  enjoying  a  fliort  refpite  from  their  toil, 
with  that  noify  mirth  which  charaderife^  this 
clafs 'of  people. 

The  fourcQ4of  the  Aar  are  in  thefe  mountains* 
Near  our  hovel  are  three  lakes  that  fupply  wai- 
ters to  that  river,    which  rolls  down  in  an  im- 

petuou^ 
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j)aff(!:Bger$  afcend  \o  the  ujs^r  part  of-lthe.  tDwrn: 
by    fttsjps. .     But  tbcfe   inconveniences  -are  am- ,..  / 
ply    compenfated.    by-  the    fuWimcft  .viexis-  ia!^/^ 
n^tilre,    commanding  the  lake,  of  Cfcneya^  the* 
Fays  -de  'Vaud,    and  the  ragged  coaft  of  Cb^' . 
blais.'  ,.-  ;  ' .  •    -/.  \  '  rj-/ 

i'The  fame  year  in  which  part  of  the  Pays  de-  "^ ./ 
Vaud.  was.CQnquered  from  the  boufe  of  *Savoy^  '  ..• 
the.  bkhpp  of  l^aufanhe  retiring  from  the'fown^  V  • 
the  linhabirants '  put  thcmfclycs  under  :ttie^pr,b,^*  '^" 
tc£lioti  and  foverdgnty  of  thi?'  cantqn^)f  ^crjDe>  '.  { 
v^hich  cbixfirmfcd.  and  augmejited  their  f)riViIeges.V  *. 
At  ^prefent,  Laufanflc  is  governed  bv  \U  own    ' 
magiftratcs  ;,  •  Jias.  its.o'wp  cpurts  of  juftice ;  ,and^  - ,-. . 
wbat ,  is- vcrjr  fiiigdar,'  the  citi^cns^  5vhp  pbffcfe   .' 
ho.ufes  in|the'pri<icipal  ftreety  ^njoy  tUe. privilege    ' . 
of  .pronouncing  fentchce  in  cfimitial  oaufc«^  The  , ; 
criminal  is,  tried  by  the  civil  pbwer:-  if  be  is     - 

.  found,*  aiid  acknowlpdge^/hinifelf  gtHlty,   the 
burghers  of  thj?  ftrcct aflfen>ble ;- one  of  the  ma-/* ^ 
gift  fates  pleads  in  tjefence  pF  the  prifcineri  and 
•another  .againft  hiin^.tlie.  court  of  juftioe  give  ••' 
their  .opinion  ifp0n  tbcf*. point  -of  law  j*  and  the 
majority,  of  the  citizens,  JjoffefTing*  houfcs  in  the  ,,  \ 
principal  ftreetV-deteFmjne  th^  penalty.     If  the 
puniftiment  'is  capital,.  theVe  is,  according  lo  the'  '•  -. 

Jetter  of  the  law,  nq  jJardqh,  except  it  be  ob- 
tained Within  twenty-four  hdurs  from  the  fove-     . 

,  rci^n  council  of  Berrie  ;• -althbugh  it  generally  •. 
happens,  that  eight  days 'arc  gnanted  for  that  pur- 
pofe. '  When  the  .criminal^is  fei^^ed'  within  the  , 
jurifdiction  of  ihe  town  ;  "the  faft  is  tried,  and 
the  burghers  pronounco  fentence,  in  the  town- 
hall  :  in  this  cafe  tliere  is  no  appeal.  But,  when 
he  is  takcn^within  the  diftrift  of  the  bailif,  .they 

aflemblc 
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'  aflemble  in  his  houfe ;  and  an  appeal  lies  from 
'their  .determination  to  Berne.  I  have  l>een  the 
more. particular  in  my  inquiries  concerning  the 
inode  of  this  criminal  procefs,  from  the  ftrbi\g 

.    refemblance  it  bears,  in  fomc  refpe£te»  to  our 
trjal  by  juries. 

'  Here  is  an  academy  for  the  ftudents  of  this 
country':  profcflbrs  in  every  fciencc  arc  af^int- 
ed  by  government ;.  and  there  is  a  tolerable  libra- 

. '  ry  foir  the  ufe  of  the  public. 

J  have  feveral  times  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  Tifllbt,  the  celebrated  phyfioian  of  thi^  place ; 
well  known  in  the  literary  world  for  his  axcellent 

;    writings  upon  feveral  medical  fubjeds.    His  con- 
verfation  is  uncommonly  interefting ;  as;  befidc* 

'  his. (kill '  in  his  profeflion,;he  is  well  veriedin 
every  branch  of  polite  literature.'  His  private 
charafter  is  no  lefs  refpe£lable  than  bis  puUic; 
and  he  is  as  -much  efteemed  for  his  great  buma* 
nity  as  for  his  fuperior  knowledge. 
The  church  of  Laufanne^'  formerly  <he  cadie- 

'  dral9is  a  magnificent  goihic  building,  ftandmgon 
the  mod  elevated  part  of  the  towiiv     ft  contains, 

•  among  ^  many   other  lepulchres,    the  tomb,  of 
.  Amadeus  the  Eighth,  dukfe  of  SaVoy> .  ftyled  the 

Soloi^on  of  his.  age ;  but  more  known  by  the 
name  of  the  auti-popc  Felix  the  Fifth  ;'  who  ex- 
hibited a  fidgular  inltarice  ih  the  annals  of  Eu- 
rope,  of  a  pcrfonage  fwicc  abdicating  the  potnp 
of- foverpign,  ^  and   t^vice  retiring  to  a  private 

•  iiation.  ^ 

Having  pafled  his  early  youth-  and  opening 
manhood  in  the  purfiiits  ot  ambition,  he  en* 
larged  his  dominions  by  the  acquifition  of  the 
Genevois  and  Piedmount,  and  obtained  an  in- 

creaffl 
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<ircafc  of  rank  by  the  creftion  of  Savoy  into  a 
dutchy.  Yet  in  the  midft  of  his  greateft  fuccefr, 
and  lichen  fortune  feemed  moll  propitious,  the 
fudden  death  of  «i  beloved  wife,  and  a  narrow . 
cfcape  fVom  afTaflTinatipn,  infpired  him  with  fuch 
a  difguft  pf  the  world,  that  he  refigned,  in  1434,^ 
the  adminiflration  of  his  eflates  to  his  eldelt  fon  ; 
and,  ^accompanied  with  a. few  lords  of  his  court, 
retired  to  a  palace  at  La  RipaiUe,  on  the  bor- 
der* of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  In  this  palace,  which 
he  called  an  hermitage^  he  enjoyed,  with  an  ap** . 
pafent  indifference  to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  a 
calm  and  tranquillity  that  feemed  incompatible 
with  his  former  afpiring  ambition  ;  until  he  was. 
fuddenly  calledibrth  to  public  notice  in  ai.  Qiore 
exalted  ftation. 

The  councirof  Bafle  hiving  depofed  Eugenius 
the  Fourth,  induced,  according  to  fomc  authors, 
by  the  reputation  Hfvhith  Amadeus  had  acquired 
for  fan^ty,  influenced,  according  to.  others,  by 
hislargeffcs  and  intrigues,  raifed  the  hermt  of 
La  Ripaille  to  the  papal  thi-one.  This  event 
tobk  place  in  1439  :  the  new  pontiff  quitting  his 
favourite  retreat,,  accepted  the  proffered  dignity,  , 
either  with  ^  real  oir  affcQed  reludance,  and  af- 
fumcd  the  name  of  Felix  the  Fifth, 

TJje  aera  of  his  difputed  pontificate  was  marked 
vrith  turbulence' and  anarchy.  In  order  tb  avoid 
the  ftorms  which  agitated  Europe,  and  ta  favour 
the  natural  indolence  of  his  temper,  he  frequent- 
Ly  retreated  to  Jiis  -  beloved  hermitage,  and  di- 
refled  the  affairs  of  the  church  from  that  fequef- 
tcred  corner,  Confcious  at  length  that  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  papacy  ferved  to  widen^inftead 
of  healing  the  fchifm  of  the  church  ;  finding  that 

*hc 
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he  was  oppofcd  by  the  moft  powerful  princes  of 
Europe  ;  that,  on  the  death  of  his  rival  Eugenius, 
the  Qardinals  of  Rome  had  chofen  another  pope ; 

.  and  being  ill  fupported  by  the  remains  of  the 
council  of  Bade,  he  terminated  the  fchifin  by 
;  refigning  the  papal  tiara  in  favour  of  Nicholas  the 
Fifth.  In  this  tranfaiiion  he  proved  his  talents 
for  negotiation  by  obtaining  the  following  con- 
ditionsc    that  he  fhould  enjoy  the  next  rank  to 

;  •  the  pope ;  that  he  flioxild  be  appointed  vicar  of 
the  Roman  fee ;  and  that  all  the  afts  paffed  in 
hk  pontificate  fliould  be  valid.  On  his  refigna- 
tion  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  La  Ripaille,  and 
died  in  1451. 

Felix  the  Fifth  has  fhared  the  fate  of  many 

equivocal  charaders.     By  fome  he  is  reprefented 

.  as  a  faint^  by  others  as  covering  the  moft  ambi- 

,  tious  defigns  under  the  malk  of  fan£lity ;  by 
the  former,  his  refidence  at  Lajlipaille  is  de- 
fcribed  as .  the  retreat  of  religious  aufterity ;  by 
the  latter,  as  the  feat  of  luxury^  In  this,  as  in 
moft  other  cafes,  both  parties  feem  to  have  cx- 

'  cecded  the  truth.  On  reviewing  the  pnnci|)al 
events  of  hisr  life,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  pa- 
lace built  by  a  fovereign  prince,  in  which  be 
was  accompanied  by  many  lords  of  his  court, 
where  he  inftituted  an  order  of  knighthood,  and 
where  he  refided  with  the  pomp  and  dignity  of 
a  fovereign  pontiff',  could  be  no  common  A^r- 
Tnitage\  and  that  he  aflumei;!  the  name,  rather 
than  pafled,  the  life,  of  a  bermif ;.  while  the  power 
and  rank,which  he  feciircd  to  hitafelf,  on  his  rc- 
fignation  of  the' papacy,  fufficiency  demonftratc, 
that  he  never  intended  to  renounce  the  world. 
On  the  contrary,  fliould'  *wc  admit,  that  his  life 
'    .  *  •  at 
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at  La  Ripaille  was  not  embittered  b|y  penance 
and  mortifications;  yet  as  no  contemporary  au- 
thors, even  thofe  who  were  by  00  means  partial  to 
his  chara&er,  have  ftigmatifed  his  retirement,  we.    .  ' 
ought  not  haftily  to  conclude,  that  it  was  the  rie- 
trcat  of  a  mere   voluptuary.     But  in  whatever  ' 
light  his   moral  qualities  may  be  confidercd,.  do' 
one  can  withhold  from  him  the  charafter  of  an \ 
able  politician. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  general 
or  particular  defcription  of  the  Roman  antiqui-  ' 
ties,  which  have  been  found  in  Switzerland ;  if  . 
you  are  curious  in  rcfearches  of  that  fort,  I  muft 
refer  you  to  Bochart,  Miller,  Spon,  and  other, 
antiquarians,  who  have  treated  minutely  of  that 
fubjefk.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  mentioning 
two  lately-difcovered  Roman  monuments,  which 
are  placed  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Levade,  near  the 
church  at  Laufanne. 

The  firft  is  an  altar  of  white  marble  with  red 
veins,  and  was  found,  in  1782,  bv  fome  work- 
men in  digging  the  foundations  or  a  houfe  in  the 
town  of  Vevay.  It  is  broken  in' a  horizontal  di- 
reftion ;  and  what  remains  is  a  foot  and  a  half 
long  and  a  foot  high.  Thd  infcription,  though 
not  entire,  proves  it  to  be  an  altar  crefled  by  the 
twentieth  legion  to  the  god  Silvanus. 


DEO    SILVANO 
ESPERURSUL. 
FICIO    LEG.    XX. 

The 
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The  fccond  monument  is  a  Roman  mile-{lonc» 
which  was  difcovered  in  a  vineyard  near  Pauda, 
a  few  paces  from  the  high  road. 

It  bears  the  following  infcription  : 


Imp. 
Cas  T.  M.  Avg 

Antonino 
Ko  •  P  M.  Krib  . 
Cos.  III.  P.  P. 
Avent :  M.  P.  T. 

XXXVilK 


This  infcription  afcertains  a  hOi  long  unknown 
to  the  Swifs  antiquarians.  Bochart,  among  others, 
cxpreffes  bis  furprife,  that  no  infcription,  bear- 
ing the  name  Antoninus  Pius,  who  was  fo  great  a 
benefador  to  the  antient  Helvetians,  has  been  as 
yet  found  in  Switzerland.  But  this  mileftone, 
wlych  was  put  up  in  the  third  confulfhip  of  that 
emperor,  proves  the. exiftence  offuc^  an  infcrip- 
tion  'j  and  is  probably  the  prelude  to  difcovery 
of  other  monuments  erefted  in  his  honour. 

The  road  from  Laufanne  to  Vevay,  runs  along 
the  fides  of  the  mountains,  between  continued 
ranges  of  vineyards.  The  induftry  of  the  Swifs 
is  no  where  more  obfervable  than  in  thcfe  parts : 
the  mountains  in  many  places,  though  naturally 
confiding  of  a  bare  deep  rock,  are  thickly  cover* 
cd  with  vines.  The  mould  has  been  brought 
from  other  grounds,  in  order  to  create  a  foil,  and 
is  fupported  by  rows  of  ftoncs  ranged  in  ftrait  lines 
like  walls. 

But 
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But  this  mode  of  culture  however  advantage* 
oas,  and  even  neceiTary  to  the  natives,  occalions. 
a  difagrecable  uniformity  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try* The  vines  alfo  do  not  form  a  plcafmg 
and  pidurefque  appearance^  like  thofe  of  the 
Valtcline*,  which  arc  carried  in  beautiful  fcf- 
toons  from  tree  to  tree.  The  plants  are  low,  and  . 
ikftened  to  poles  about  four  feet  in  height  ;  and 
the  high  walls^which  enclofe  them,  and  border  the 
road/  frequently  interrupt  the  view. 

.This  diftria  between  Laufanne  and  Vevay  is 
called  La  Vaux^  and  contains  the  two  pleafant 
little  towns  of  Lutry  and  Cully  ;  as  alfo  the  twa 
yillages  of  St.  Saphorin  f  and  Corfier  :  it  is  en- 
tirely hilly,  rifing  abruptly  from  the  lake.  Above 
the  vineyards,  arc  rich  meadows,  and  a  continued 
forefl. 

Vol.  L  F  f  Vevay, 

•  See  vol.  ii. 

f  In  the  church  of  St.  Saphorin,  is  an  anticnt  Roman  mile- 
ftone»  found  near  that  village,  with  the  following  infcrip* 
tion :  ^ 

TI.  CLAVDIVS.  DRVSI.  F. 

CiES  AVG.  GERM. 

PONT.  MAX.  TRIB.  POT.  VIL 

IMP.  XIL  P.  P.  COS.  IIII. 

F  A 

XXXVII. 

This  infcripcion  afcertains  two  circumftances,  which  have  been 
frequently  called  in  queftion  ;  namely,  that  the  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  which  border  this  part  of  Switzerland,  were 
comptifed  within  a  Roman  province,  even  fo  early  as  the  tiitie 
of  Claudius  ;  and  alfo,  that  Aventicum  was  the  chief  town  of 
this  part  of  Helvetia  :  for,  the  mile-ftones  always  referred  to 
the  capital  town  of  the  province  in  which  they  were  placed. 
Piom  St.  Saphorin  to  Avtnchts  is  cxa6lly  37,000  paces  \ 
which  anfwer  to  die  jytii  mile*ftone. 
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Vcvzjj  the  antient  Vibifcum^  is  the  priacipaJ 
town  of  the  bailliage  of  that  name  :  it  ia  clean 
and  well-built,  ftands  in  a  fmall  plain  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  on  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  is  one  of  the  few  towns  in  the  canton  of 
Berne  which  carry  on  any  trade.  The  borders 
of  this  part  of  the  lake  are  much  more  con- 
trafted,  wild,  and  pidorefque,  than  thofe  about 
Geneva  :  the  mou^ntains  of  the  Vallais  and  Savoy 
boldly  projed  into  the  water,  and  form  a  Tenu- 
circular  chain  thatenciofes  the  lake,  except  where 
they  are  divided  by  the  Rhone  }  which  flows  in- 
to  it  a  few  leagues  from  Vevay. 

Vevay  is  diftingmiflied  sts  being  the  reRdence 
of  Edmmid  Ludlow,  the  famous  parliamentary 
genera),  whofe  name  ftands  foremoft  among  the 
few  perfbns,  who,  in  thofe  times  of  mifrule  and 
confuGon,  uniformly  aded  with  confiftency  and 
dignity.  True  to  his  republican  principles,  he 
BO  lefs  violently  oppofed  the  daring  ufurpation 
of  Cromwell,  than  the  arbitrary  meafures  of 
Charles  the  Firft  ;  and  cocrid  never  be  prevailed 
upon,  either  by  thrcs^s  or  promifes,  to  defert  the 
caufe,  which  be  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  joT* 
tice  and  liberty. 

Being  excepted,  as  one  of  the  king's  judges, 
from  the  ad  of  indemnity  paffcd  at  the  redo- 
ration  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  wandered, 
without  any  fixed  place  of  refidence,  uatil  he 
found  an  afylum  from  the  bafe  attempts  of  bis 
enemies  at  Vevay,  under  the  protefHon  ef 
Berne. 

At  the  important  period  of  the  revolution, 
he  returned  to  England,  anxious  to  ferve  hif 
country  under  our  great  deliverer  j  and  William 

the 
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tbc  Ttird^  nrhofe  mind  rofe  fupcrior  to  the  nar- 
row prejudices  of  party,  w^s'  no  lef$  defirous  tb 
employ  a  general  of  fuch  approted  experience 
aod  fidelity.  But  the  king  being  dddrefied  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  ifltie  a  proclamatioti 
for  apprehending  Ludlow,  at  the  moment  hid 
majefty  was  going  to  employ  him ;  he  was  ac- 
cordingly compelled  to  quit  England  at  this 
criticaTperiod^  and  again  fettled  at  Veray.  Wc 
may  collect  from  his  general  charader  and  con* 
dud,  that  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  ferve 
his  country,  he  would  hare  fuccefsfuUy  employed 
his  great  military  talents  againlt  the  affertors  of 
bigotry  and  defpotifm ;  and  with  the  fame  zeal^ 
which  he  had  difplayed  in  oppofing  an  arbitrary 
government,  would  have  fdpported  the  new  ad« 
miniftration }  when  the  enormous  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  againft  which  he  had  unflieathed 
his  fword,  were  aboliibed  by  law  }  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  fubjed  was  eftabliihed  on  the  bafis 
of  equal  liberty  under  the  authority  of  a  limited 
monarch. 

He  died  in  169J,  in  the  fixty-fourth  yeair  of 
his  age  ;«and  was  interred  in  the  church  of  Ve- 
vay.  His  monument  is  a  plain  grave-ftonc  of 
black  marble,  containing  a  Latin  infcription^ 
which  is  printed  in  Addifon's  Travels.  The  houfe 
which  he  formerly  inhabited  (lands  near  the  gate 
leading  to  the  Vall^s,  and  the  following  motto  is 
infcribed  over  the  door,  which  is  ftill  preferved 
out  of  refpeft  to  his  memory.  Omne  folum  forti 
f  atria  ^,  quia  patris.  ^ 

The  Memoirs  of  Ludlow  are  written  in  a  fim- 

pie  and  perfpicuous  ftile ;  with  the  fidelity  of  a 
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man  who  was  adually.  engaged  in  the  fcenet 
which  he  defcribes,  and  witb  the  fpirit  of  a  gene- 
ral zealous  in  the  caufe  which  he  had  efpoufed 
and  defended.  Perhaps  bis  animated  detail  of  the 
trial  and  execution  of  the  Regicides  is  fcavcely 
furpafled  by  any  narrative  in  antient  or  modem 
hiftory. 

Nature  can  fcarcely  form  a  pofition  more  de- 
lightful than  that  of  Chatillard  or  Clarens.  It 
ftands,  not  far  from  Vevay,  above  the  village  of 
Clarens,  on  an  eminence,  whofe  gentle  declivity 
flopes  gradually  towards  the  lake  :  it  commands 
a  view  of  ihat  majcftic  body  of  water^  its  fer- 
tile  borders,  and  the  bold  rocks  and  alps  of 
Savoy.  Uhe  adjacent  fccncry  confifts  of  vine- 
yards, fields  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  rich  groves 
of  oak,  a(h,  and  Spanifh  chcfnut  trees.  Al- 
though the  fituation  and  environs  harmonize 
with  the  animated  fcenery  in  the  Eloife  of  Rouf- 
feau,  yet  the  caflle  by  no  means  accords  with  the 
dcfcription  in  the  fame  work.  1  he  traveller  fees 
an  oblong  building  with  antient  towers  and  a  pent- 
faoufe  roof;  in  the  inGde  a  large  hall  that  looks 
like  a  prifon  ;  and  the  whole  bears  rather  the 
antiquated  appearance  of  a  feudal  manlion  in- 
habited by  fome  turbulent  baron,  than  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  elegant  and  impaflioned  Julie. 

Oppofite  to  Clarens,  on  the  other  (hore  of 
the  lake,  are  the  dark  gloomy  rocks  of  Meillerie. 
That  village  lies  in  the  reccfs  of  a  fmall  bay,  at  the 
foot  of  impending  mountains,  in  fome  parts  gent- 
ly floping,  and  clothed  to  the  water's  edge  with 
dark  forefts ;   in  others  naked  and  perpendicular, 

bringing 
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l)ringtng  to  rccoUeftion.  the    fancied  rocks  of 
Leucatc*,  ^ 

Thcfe  are  the  fccncs  of  the  Nouvelle  Eloife* 
Havmg  obtained  thJt  novel  at  a  circulating  li- 
brary  in  Lanfanne,  i  continued,  dtrring  thcfe  ex- 
peditions, to  examine  the  pofiticm  of  the  country^ 
and  compare  it  with  the  defcriptions  of  Rouf- 
feau.  Small  objeds  may  be  magnified  ;  but  no 
pencil,  however  animated,  can  dcliQeate  the  won- 
derful and  fublime  works  of  nature  ;  even  the 
^arm  colouring  of  Roufleau  has  not  equalled 
the  beauty  of' the  fituations*  I  read  with  atten« 
tion  the  principal  parts  of  that  lingular  per- 
formance; and  having  now  the  fcenery  before 
fne,  I  dwelt  more  particularly  upon  that  letter,  in 
which  St.  Preux  relates  his  expedition  to  Meil- 
lerie  ;  wherein  love  and  defpair  are  worked  up 
almoft  to  madnefs.  Although  there-  are  no 
traces  of  any  hiftory  like  that  of  Julie  in  thefe 
parts,  yet  the  fcenery  is  ftrongly  marked;  and 
every  fpot,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  letters,  ac- 
tually exifts  in  this  romantic  country*  Rouflcati 
himfelf  paflijd  fome  time  at  different  parts  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  and  particularly  at  Meillerie, 
about  that  period  of  his  life  when  he  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  written  his  Eloife.  Open  that 
performance,  read  that  letter,  and  confider  that 
part  of  it,  where  St.  Preux  points  out  the  num- 
l)er  of  towns  and  villages,  the  continued  fertility 
and  high  cultivation  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,'  and 

,  contrafts 

•  Je  ifai  plus  qu'un  mot  a  vous  dire,  6  Julie,  yoiis  con- 
floiffez  Tanrique  iifage  du  rocher  de  Leucate,  dernier  refuge  dcs 
amans  malheureux.  Ce  lieu-ci  lui  reflemble  a  bien  des  6gards. 
La  roche  eft  eCcarpte,  I'cau  eil  profonde,  k  je  fuis  au  deief- 
poir^ 
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contnfti  it  vith  die  gloomy  coaft  of  Ch4»lais» 
exJiibiting  only  a  fiew  town  lying  on  the  edge 
of  the  water }  you  will  then  fee  &e  happy  and 
fuperior  effeds  of  liberty  under  a  mild  and  equi* 
pik  goyenuneot,  li)(e  th^t  of  Berne. 

Ham,  ^c» 
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Cq/lle  of  Cbilhn^Villeneuve'—Aigle'-^Salt'W^h 
of  Bex  and  Aigk^ 


RAVELLERS  not  unufttallv  make  an  agree* 
able  cxcurfion  from  Vevay  to  tne  falt-works  of 
3ex  and  Aigle. 

Ibe  road  continues  along  a  plain,  with  hills 
on  one  (ide,  and  the  lake  on  the  other.  HaU 
ler's  judicious  diftindion  of  the  elevated  part 
of  this  country,  may  from  this  fpot  be  well 
exemplified.  The  rocky  alps  are  feen  with 
their  pyramidal  tops  (hooting  into  the  hea* 
yens,  and  incrufted  with  eternal  ice  and  fnow* 
Snow  likewife,  at.  various  intervals,  covers  the 
fteep  flopes  beneath  the  afpiring  peaks  ;  rich 
pafturage  fucceeds ;  and  the  bottoms  are  verdant 
with  forefts  of  firs.    The  mountains,  fuch  as  the 

Jura 
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Jura  and  thofe  rifmg  towards  Denis  and  Gruycre^^ 
arf  fertile  in  prafs,  well  wooded,  their  tops  even, 
extenlive  and  arable  ;  and  though  with  little  ap- 
pearance of  rock  on  the  furface,  yet  internally 
filled  with  a  hard  yellowifli  flone  (it  for  building, 
but  impatient  of  the  chiiTcl.  The  colUnes.  or  little 
hills,  are  frequent  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
and  feparated  by  little  vallies  T^atered  by  fmalt 
brooks. 

^*Thefurther  I  advanced,  the  nearer  the  moun-- 
tains  approached  the  lake  ;  their  nature  changed, 
their -height  increafed,  and  their  craggy  tops  and 
woo,ded  fides  convinced  me,  that  I  was  approach- 
ing the  genuine  alps»  Above  the  woods  foared^ 
in  a  moft  pifturefque  manner,  a  lofty  pyramidal 
crag  called  Le  Dent  de  Jamarit.  The  woods  were 
firs  mixed  with  oak.  The  road  lay  clofetothe 
water's  edge.  The  caftle  of  Chillon,  or  rather 
the  caftellated  houfe,  is  a  large  pile  with  round 
and  fquare  towers  :  it  (lands  on  a  rock  in  the 
lake,  and  is  conne6led  to  the  land  by  a  draw- 
bridge. The  vaults  are  very  fine  ;  the  arched 
roofs,  and  the  pillars  which  fupport  it,  arc  in  a 
neat  gothic  ftilc.  This  caftle,  in  1536,  was  wrefted 
from  Charles  the  Third  of  Savoy  by  the  can- 
ton of  Berne,  affifted  by  the  Genevans,  who  fur- 
nifhed  a  frigate  (their  naval  force)  to  beficge  it 
by  water.  In  a  deep  dungeon,  below  the  level 
of  the  lake,  the  conquerors  found  Bonivard, 
prior  of  St.  Vidor,  the  intrepid  antagonift  of  the 
dukes  of  Savoy,  and  the  great  aflcrtcr  of  Gene* 
van  independence.  He  had  been  imprifoned  by 
the  Savoyards  during  fix  years  ;  and,  by  con- 
ftant  walking  in  his  (hort  limits,  had  worn  a 
hollow  in  the  rock.     This  caftle  was  for  a  (hort 

time 
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Cimethe  refidence  of  ^  bailif  from  Berne,  until 
^  more  convenient  houfe  was  purchafed  for  that 
officer  in  Vcvay.     About  half  a  league  further 
is   Villeneuvc,  a  fmall  town^t  the  extremity  of 
f  he  lake.     This  rnagnificer.t  piece  of  water  here 
terminates  \  its  breadth,  at  this  place,  is  about  a 
league.     I  travelled  along  its  concave  fide  from' 
Geneva  to  Villeneuve  fifty-four  miles.     It  is  in 
the  {hape  of  a  crefcent }    Switzerland  forms  the 
hollow ;    Savoy   the   convex   part ;    irs  greateft 
breadth  is  from  St.  Sulpice  to  Grande  Rive, 
Inhere  it  is  twelvp  miles  wide.     Savov  affords  a 
t-udc  and  awful  boundary  of  afpiring  alps,  crag- 
gy and  covered  with  the  ice  of  ages,     I  he  coun- 
try from  Geneva  to  the  environs  of  Layfaniie, 
flopes  for  a  confiderable    way   to    the    margin 
of  the  lake,  and  is  enriched    wiih  all  the  va- 
rieties which  nature  can  bellow.     The  long  ridge 
of  the  Jura,  fertile  in  pafturage,  and  varied  with 
woods,  backs   this    beautiful  trad      Near  Lau* 
fanne  the  banks  rife  very  confiderably,  and  form 
a  moft  charming  terrace.     A  few  miles  beyond 
Laufanne  is  a  rapid  defcent.    Near  Vevay  begins 
a  plain,  which  is  continued  far  beyond  the  end  of 
the  lake,  but  contrafiing,  by  the  approach  of  the 
mountains,   towards  the  water.      1  he  colour  of 
the  water  is  extremely  beautiful,  clear,  and  at  a 
diftance  fcen)s  of  a  moft  lovely  blue. 

*'  Near  GencYathe  coafl  abounds  in  fmall  peb- 
bles covered  with  a  brown  incruftation.  From 
Geneva  as  far  as  Laufanne  the  (bores  are  fandy; 
but  from  Laufanne  to  Chillon  appear  ledges  of 
rocks  hard  and  calcareous :  the  extremity  of  the 
lake  is  a  marfh  formed  by  the  colleded  mud  of 
the  Rhope» 

«•  The 
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**  The  depth  is  various.  M.  de  Lur  afiured 
tnei  that  on  founding  it  he  had  found  the  greateft 
depth  to  be  a  hundred  and  (ixty  fathoms :  like 
al)  inland  lakes  enclofed  within  high  moumaiiiSy 
it  is  fubjeft  to  fudden  ftorms. 

**  1  am  uncertain  whether  any  birds  Irequent 
the  lake  which  are  not  common  to  the  reft  of 
Switzerland.  The  tippet  grebes  *  appear  here 
in  December  and  retire  in  February,  llie  ikins 
are  an  elegant  article  pf  luxury,  and  fell  here  for 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  (hillings  each.  Thefe 
birds  are  obliged  to  breed  in  other  places,  fhis 
bke  being  almoft  totally  deftitute  of  reeds  and 
ruflies,  in  which  they  form  their  floating  neft. 
From  Villeneuve  the  road  runs  through  a  beauti- 
ful valley,  confifting  of  the  richeft  meadow  and 
com  land,  very  populous  and  finely  wooded,  and 
expanding  to  the  breadth  of  fbur  miles.  The  alps 
bound  each  fide,  with  tops  broken  into  vaft  cragf 
of  various  forms. 

^*  1  paflcd  near  La  Roche^  where  a  direfiorof 
the  falt*works  is  deputed  by  the  government  of 
Berne ;  and  which  is  rendered  memorable  by  the 
refidence  of  Haller,  who  filled  that  office  from 
1758  to  1766.  During  his  retirement  in  this 
place,  that  diftinguifhed  man  prepared  for  pub« 
lie  infpeftion  many  of  his  numerous  publications, 
and  particularly  his  immortal  work  on  phyfio* 
logy. 

*^  I  left  at  a  little  diftance  Tvome,  ruined,  ia 
1584,  by  the  tapfe  of  a  mountain  occafioned  by 
an  earthquake  ;  crofTed  the  torrent  called  La 
Grande  £au,  and  baited  at  Aigle,  a  good  town» 

feated 
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letted  tt  the  feet  of  fome  fmall  round  hills  pretti- 
ly  covered  with  firs.    This   country   was  con- 
quered from  the  Savoyards  by  Berne  in  1475, 
and  was  made  a  diftinft  government  confiftmg 
of  four  Mandemens.    The  governor  relides  at 
Aigle«    It  formerly  had  its  particular  heads,  the 
family  of  Torrens;  but  the  laft  count  formally 
refigned  his  pretenfions  at  Berne  in  1553.    This 
government  of  Aigle  reaches  to  the  Pays  de 
Vaud ;   and,  when  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe   of  Savoy,    was    comprifed  within    that 
diftriA ;  at  prefent  it  is  claffed  under  the  German 
divifion  of  that  canton,  although  French  48  the 
language  of  the  natives.    Further  on  the  valley 
18  greatly  contraded,  and  fo  filled  with  trees  as 
to  appear  a  great  foreft.    Hie  laburnum  abounds 
here  in  a  wild  ftate.    The  wood  is  beautifully 
veined,  of  great  ftrength,  and  much  ufed  for 
uredges  and  mufical  inftruments.    The  variety 
with  fhort  fpikes  of  flowers  has  tho  moft  elegant 
▼eins,  and  is  called  the  ebony  of  the  Alps  :   Hiny 
&y8  its  wood  is  the  hardeft  next  to  the  ebony. 
The  cornelian  cherry  is  common  in  the  hedges^ 
and  the  fruit  is  frequently  prefcrved  with  fugar* 
The  Macbaleb  cherry,  or  Prunut  MachaUb^  is 
to  be  found  in  thefe  parts  ;  the  wood  is  red,  of 
fine  fcent,  and  in  requeft  for  handles  of  knives, 
it  is  known  among  cutlers  by  the  name  of  Bois  de 
St.  Lucie.    A  pleafant-fcented  water  is  diftilled 
from  this  tree  ;  and  the  feeds  are  ufed  to  give  a 
fragrancy  to  foap. 

**  Between  Aigle  and  Bex  is  a  moft  pl&urefque 
view  of  the  cattle  of  St.  Tryphon,  on  the  fummit  of 
a  lofty  infulated  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  plain ; 
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Fall  tf  the  Reicbenbacb^Pafage  tf  tbe  Sbeidec- 
VaUey  and  Glaciers  ofGrhukhoald, 


Wi 


GrindeiwmMt  Augiift  ij. 


£  left  Meyringcn  this  morning,  crofled 
the  Aar,  and  mounted  the  Sheidec  dirough  a 
beautiful  foreft  of  beech,  poplars,  mountain»a(h, 
and  pines.  About  two  miles  from  Meyringea 
we  difmounted  at  a  fmall  village,  and  paued 
along  fome  fields  in  order  to  view  the  fall  of  the 
Reichenbach,  which  is  defervedly  celebrated  for 
its  variety  and  beauty. 

The  Reichenbach  has  its  fource  at  the  foot 
of  the  Wetterhorn ;  and  rolls  in  numerous  cata- 
rafts  down  the  fleep  fides  of  Mount  Sheidec,  un- 
til it  unites  with  the  Aar  near  Meyringen* 

Tbe  fall  of  the  Reichenbach  may  be  divided 
into  three  principal  parts. 

The 
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in  fome  places  with  white  gypfum.  The  fait  is 
procured  from  fome  fprin^s,  which  are  found 
"within  a  foiid  rock,  perforated  at  a  great  expence: 
the  richeft  fource  yields  twenfy«cight  pounds  of 
fait  per  cent,  and  the  poored  but  half  a  pound  in 
the  fame  quantity.  Near  thefe  fprings  arc  fcve- 
ral  warm  fources,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fuU 
phur  )  fome  of  which  contain  alfo  a  mixture  of 
fait,  and  will  flame  if  a  lighted  candle  is  put  into 
the  pipe  through  which  they  flow.  No  folid  fait; 
excepting  a  few  fmall  cubes,  has  been  as  yet  difco- 
vered  ;  but  the  mountain  isreplete  with  particles. 
Rocks  of  white  gypfum  or  alabaftcr,  mixed  with 
b^uifh  clay,  are  common  near  the  fprings,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  may  be  obferved  in  the  pits  of 
Northwich,  in  Chefhire. 

After  travelling  in  this  fubterraneous  pafTage 
near  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  I  obferved  a  great 
wheel  of  thirty-five  feet  diameter,  which  ferves 
to  raifc  the  brine  from  the  depth  of  about  fcventy 
feet.  From  this  place  is  a  ftiaft  three  hundred 
feet  high,  which  is  cut  through  the  mountain  to 
the  furface,  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  frcfh 
iir.  I  obferved  two  refervoirs  hollowed  in  the 
folid  rock  for  holding  the  brine  ;  one  whereof 
was  a  hundred  and  fixty  feet  fquare,  and  nine  in 
depth-  Since  my  firft  expedition  to  thefe  pits  in 
1776,  the  workmen  had  pierced  the  rock  twenty, 
five  feet  deeper,  and  cut  a  gallery  a  hundred  feet 
in  length.  They  had  alfo  began  to  form  a  third 
rcfervoir,  which  is  to  contain  5,500  cubic  feet  ; 
and  of  this  riearly  half  was  finifhed. 

The  brine  depofited  in  thde  refervoirs  is  con- 
veyed, by  means  of  two  thoufand  pipes,  about  a 
league  toJBcvieux,  where  the  fait  is  cxtraOied. 

.      The 
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The  brine  pits  near  Aigle  contain  only  from 
two  to  one-half  per  cent.\  and  yield  annually 
about  a  third  as  much  as  thofe  of  Bevieux,  or 
about  5,000  quintals.  The  fait  is  much  whiter 
and  heavier  than  that  of  Bevieus,  and  tonfe* 
quently  bears  a  higher  price* 

Thefe  falt-work«,  vthxch  are  the  only  ones  m 
Switzerland,  fcarcely  yield  a  neat  yearly  profit  of 
more  than  jC*30^o  »  ^"^  furnifh  only  one- 
twelfth  of  the  annual  confamption  in  the  canton. 
The  remainder  is  procured  chiefly  fronni  France, 
which  is  obliged  by  treaty  to  provide  the  Swifs 
ftates  with  this  commodity  at  a  moderate  price  : 
and  indeed  fo  high  is  the  tax  upon  fait  in  that 
kingdom,  that  even  the  French  fait  is  feki  two 
thirds  cheaper  in  Switzerland,  than  in  many  parts 
of  France*.  The  ordinary  price  of  common 
fait  throughout  the  canton,  is  at  the  rate  of  three 
half-pence  per  pound. 

LETTER 


•  At  Ptrif,  wlicfe  it  ii  die  dtareft,  a  pound  of  Iklt  ii 
fold  fat  about  1 3  fols,  or  about  fix  pence  of  our  moo^ :  in 
foine  Of  her  ptns  of  France*  for  inifaince  in  Francbe  CboiM. 
a  pound  cofts  oni/  4  or  5  fob|  but  it  ia  furaiihcd  to  tkt  Swift 
at  the  rate  of  ly  fols. 


Lah  rf  Jowc.  447 


LETTER     4# 


Tfcrdtn^  Sept.  7* 

HE  chain  of  mountadni  called  die  yurM^ 
begins  in  the  canton  of  Zuric ;  from  thence  eji* 
tends  along  the  Rhine,  in  the  canton  and  bi- 
ihopric  of  Bade ;  ftretches  into  the  canton  of 
Scleure  and  the  principality  of  Nencfaatd; 
branches  ont  towards  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  £qMU 
rates  that  country  from  Franche  Comt^  and  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  continues  beyond  the  frontiers  of 
the  Genevois  as  far  as  the  Rhone.  In  various 
parts  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  this  chain  forms  many 
elevated  vallies  much  Tifited  by  trayellers» 
amongft  which*  not  the  leaft  remarkable^  is  the 
valley  of  the  lake  of  Jouz,  upon  the  top  of  that 

part 
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part  of  the  Jura  called  Mont  Joux  ;  and  v^hidb 
lies  in  the  bailliage  of  Roman  Motier.  This 
valley  contains  fcveral  neat  and  well-peopled  vil- 
lages, and  is  beautifully  checkered  with  wood^ 
arable,  and  pafture  ground.  It  is  watered  by 
two  pifturefque  lakes ;  the  largeft  of  which  is 
called  the  lake  of  Joux.  lOnc  (hore  is  high  rock, 
covered  with  wood  ;  the  oppoflte  banks  form  a 
gentle  afcent,  well  cultivated  and  producing 
grain,  backed  by  an  abrupt  ridge  adorned  with 
pines,  beech,  and  oak.  .  The  fmaller  lake,  called 
Lac  firenet,  is  in  its  (hape  more  oval,  and  richly 
bordered  with  corn-fields  and  cottages.  Thefc 
two  lakes  are  divided  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land ; 
and  over  the  channel  or  little  (Ireigbt  is  a  wooden 
bridge  of  a  fmgle  arch,  which  leads  to  the  village 
of  Charbonniers. 

Near  the  fmall  village  of  Abbaye,  a  rivulet 
gufhes  from  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  largeft  lake.  From  the  fmaller  lake 
defcends  a  fireafh,  and  is  loft  in  a  hoilow  gulph 
called  UEntonnoir^  or  the  Funnel,  a  name 
common  to  feverai  others  in  this  place.  In  this 
gulph  feverai  mills  are  placed,  and  turned  by  the 
force  of  the  current.  About  two  miles  further, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  the  river 
Or  be  burfts  forth,  and  is  probably  produced  by 
the  laft- mentioned  ftream  here  ingulphcd. 

I  his  little  vale  is  very  populous,  contaiaing 
about  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  who  are  re* 
niarkably  induftrious.  Some  make  watches,  but 
the  grealt  part  are  employed  in  poliihing  cryftals, 
granites,  and  marcafires.  In  the  fmall  village  of 
Point,  where  uc  lodged,  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
inhabitants  bear  the  furname  of  Rochat^  name 

which 
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^^Hch  alfo  runs  through  the  village  of  Charbo* 
niercy  with  the.  exception  of  only  r>^o  or 
tfareefs^miiifisi.  nod  t$  prevalent  Ukewife  in  that 
of  Abbaye :  ibc  wboU  number  of  thefis  Rochats 
a(opunC8  to  abave:a  tboufapd.  1  inquired  wbe^ 
ther»  like  the  Scottiih  cian,  they  took  the  appeU 
latian.from  any.^hi^f;  or  whether  they  were 
fuppof^d  tp  be  deicendants  of  the  fame  family  :' 
1  Mra$.^ffuttrd,  (hat  the  latter  is  the  fa^  that  their 
anceftors  came  or^inally  from  France.  Thefe 
pans  are  muchinfefted  wi(h  bears  and  wolves. 

Jn  Our  afcent  to  this  delightful  vale,  and  as  wc 
defcended  through  a  variety  of  hilU  valley,  wood, 
and  lawn ;  we  bad  a  moft  extenfive  profpc£k» 
comprehending  great  part  of  the  Pays.de  Vaud, 
the  lake  of  Geneva  with  its  mountainous  bound* 
ary,  and  that  of  NeuchateL  Hiefe  two  lak<^ 
appear,  from  that  high  point,  of  view,  to  be 
nearly  upon -the  fame  level  *,  with  no  confidera- 
ble  fwcU  of  the  country  intervening. 

We  pafled  through  a  beautiful  and  pidurcfque 
country  from  Romain  Motier  to  Orbe ;  which, 
according  to  antiquarians,  was  the  moft  antienc 
town,  and  once  the  moft  powerful,  of.  all  !HeU 
vetia.  It  was  called  Urba^  and  was  the  capital 
of  the  Pagus  Urbigenus :  no  remains,  however 
exift  at  prcfcnt  of  its  antient  fplendour.  Some 
antique  fonitications,  an  old  caftle,  and  a  round 
tower,  are  works^  probably  of  later  and  more 
turbulent  times ;  creQed,  perhaps^  when  this 
country  was  divided  into  a  number  of  feudal  fo- 
vereignties. 

Vol..  I.  G  g  I  am 

•  According  to  Mr.  At  Luc,  the  lake  of  tCaichtuI  b  1 59 
French  feet  above  that  of  G-ncw, 
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Itm^rMtlf  pleafedVith  therMnaiitic  ficiuu 
tmi  cf  Orbe,  the  boldMft  of  the  fitigk-afditd 
bridge  projeaing  o¥er  the  Orbe,  the  wiM  feeMiy 
ea  the  bankt  of  chat  river,  its  frc;i|iic*t  cttartai, 
and  with  various  [ttdurcli)«^  ^<bws  in  the  ttvi^ 
fdiis^ 

Mr.  Vend,  an  eminent  fargeon  of  this  towftt 
hat  formed,  under  the  protedion  of  the  govern* 
nsent  of  Berne,  an  eftabliflimcnt  ^bidk  well  de-» 
fcrves  the  atrentioo  of  the  humane  and  enriona 
traveller.  It  is  an  infirmary  for  die  teeefftion 
of  thofe  objtds,  who  are  born  with  diftorted 
limba,  or  have  by  accident  ac<|nired  i^tt  mif* 
fortune* 

■  Hie  chiidrto  are  lod^d  and  boarded  in  Aa 
hottfe,  under  the  care  of  his  affiftant,  who  charges 
llimfelf  with  all  the  detail  of  houfeke^ing,  and 
of  inftrttfting  thbfe,  wh<^  age  renders  it  re» 
qpiifite,  thaft  their  cducatiixi  fiiould  not  be  ne^ 
gleded. 

Mr.  VenePs  (kill  in  improving  and  fnnpfifying 
thofe  madunes  necetfary  for  lus  purpofe,  has 
been  fufficiently  attefted  by  the  various  cures 
vrhich  lie  has^  performed  that  way. 

Though  he  chiefly  confines  bis  attempts  to 
Sofams  and  ^ildren,  yet  he  has  performed  fcve* 
nl  cures  on  adult  penons*  His  moft  efficacious 
remedy  k  a  machine  which  be  has  invented  to 
embrace  the  patient^  limbs  when  in  bed,  and 
which  is  fo  contriv«d  as  to  ad  without  difturb* 
ing  their  reft.  Ingenious  as  his  method  is,  yet 
he  acknowledges,  that  much  of  his  fucccfs  de* 
pends  on  the  mild  treatment  of  the  patients,  and 
on  having  them  continually  under  his  infpe6lion. 
1  was  convinced  indeed  of  the  mildncfs  of  his 

trcatnacnt, 


troatmetits  by  obfervhig  feveral  6f  tfacftf  chitdrea^ 
from  fpiii  to  tea  years  of  age»  cEawlmg  abom. 
the  grpundt  and  diverting  tbcmfelves  with  great 
(hcerfiikiefft  although  c^&d  up  in  their  ina«> 
chinery.  It  may  ncnjperhaps  be  Unworthy  ol' 
remark,  thi^t  Mr.  VeneU  c»n  the  admiffion  of  si 
miferable  objed»  takes  in  plaifter  of  Paris  tbo 
mold  of  the  diftorted  limbs,  in  order  to  demons 
ftrate  the  change  that  takes  place.  Such  aa 
eftablifliment  redounds  highly  to  the  honour  of 
Mn  Vend,  and  the  government  who  |nrotc&t 
it  i  nnd  is  worthy  of  imitation  in  all  countries. 

Orbe,  which  i$  governed  by  its  own  magi« 
ftrates,  is  comprifed  within  the  bailliftge  o^ 
Echaiens,  belonging  to  Berne  and  friburghi 
thde  two  cantons  afternately  {end  a  badif,  whtf 
reiides  at.  Echaleos,  and  remains  in  offioe  during 
iiyt  years.  When  Berne  appoints  the  teiKf,  aa 
apipeal  iies  from  his  decifions  to  the  fovieretgfl 
council  of  Friburgh;  as  it  does  to  tba|^Mremft 
mem  of  Berncr  when  he  is  noihlnattfd  rby  ^l^ri^ 
bnrgh.  Bythelc  means  a  great  chctak  is  laiil 
upon  the '  exadions  of  the  roilif :  and  I  am  in* 
formed,  that  juftice  is  no  where  more  e<tually  ad^ 
miniftered  than  in  thefe  common  bailliagcs  of  tfa^ 
two  cantons. 

Perhaps  one  of  dit  moft  beautiful  find  fitMsft 
pofitions  in  Switiierland  if  the  caftleof  St.  BatM^ 
thdcmi,  the  feat  of  GoUnt  d*A0ry,  Colonel  of 
the  Swife  guards ;  and  now'  inhabited  by  his  fotu 
count  Louis  d'i^Jiry,  to  Whom  I  was  indebted 
for  n^  miftt  kind  and  friendly  reoeption^  Thi< 
andent  family- feat  ftanda  on  sui  eminent  in  the 
bailliage  of  £chalen^,  aJboat  thnt  milti  frOol 
Gg^  .  Orbc^ 
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Orbc,  near  the  high  road  whieh  leads  from  l.att« 
fiinne  to  Yverdun.  The  fides  of  the  eminence 
are  feathered  with  wood  ;  and  bdovr  are  rich 
fields  and  meadows  of  thefineft  verdure,  watered 
by  two  lirely  torrents  which  unite  and  ferai  ths 
Falun.  Upon  the  high  road,  the  count  has  reared 
in  obeK(k,  oii  which  be  has  iafcribed,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  toleration  and  forbearance,  the  fol* 
lowing  words,  "  Praije  God^  all  ye  natiitu:^  in 
the  EnglHh^  latin,  French,  and  German  Ian- 
guages.^   *  • 

The  caftlei  Commands  a  profpefi  of  a^  molt 
fertile  and  welt- wooded  conmry,  gently  broken 
into  faiU  and  dale ;  on  one  fide  appears  a  dit 
tant  viow-of  the  Jura  and'  the  hills  of  Burgandy 
and  Franche  Comt^  ^  and,  on  the  other,  the  bo* 
fioon  is'bbunded  by  theruergcd  Alps  in  the  can* 
ton  ol  Berne  and  in  the  Vallais,  by  Mount  Ve* 
lain,  the  htgheft  point  of  St.  Bernard,  and  Moat 
Biane»  whofe  fuperior  etevation  abote  ibe  fur* 
rodnding  heights  is  fuch,'that  its  fummic  reflefis 
Ae  rays  of  the  rifing  fun  fcveral  minutes  Iboflcrt 
and  retains  thofc  of  the  fetting  fun  fevcral  mi* 
nutes  iatier  than  any  of  the  circumjacent  moon- 
tains*  -  . 

From  St.  Barthelemi  we  defcended  into  the 
plain,  wkiob  firetches  to  the  lake  of  Yverdun. 
This  plain  was  formerly  covered  as  far  as  Entre* 
Voches  (three  leagues  frbhi .  its  prefent  pofition) 
and  probi^bly  further,  by  that  lake  :  it  is  now^  for 
St  confiderabte  part,  a  gr^at  fwamp.  Within  a 
^uarrteii  of  a  mile  of  the  town,-  are  warm  baths 
which  are- ftroogty  fulphureous,  and  much  fre* 
4iuemed.duriBg  the  luBuner  months.  ^ 
-'••'^  -  «   ♦^  Yvcrdon 
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Yvcrdun  is  larg^c,  aiff ,  and  well-built  with 
ftone,  like  the  towns  in  the  Pays  dc  Vaud  :  it 
(lands  near  the.lake,  in  a  fmall  ifland  formed  by 
the  two  branches  of  the  river  Thiele«  Between 
the  town  and  the  lake  there  is  a  pleafant  lawa  ex- 
tending to  the  water,  and  planted  with  avenues 
of  lime-trees. 

Yverdun  carries  on  fcarcely  any  trade,  and  its 
principal  fupport  arifes  from  the  paflage  of  the 
merchandife  between  Piedmont  and  Ucrmanj* 
This' town  is  celebrated  for  its  priRting*preis» 
eftabliflied  in*  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury ;  but  entirely  negleded  until,  fome  years  ago, 
it  was  renewed  by  Felice^  a  Neapolitan  of  learn- 
ing and  abilities. 

The  lake  of  Yverdun,  or  of  Neuchatel^ 
ftrctches  from  fouth  to  north  about  twenty  miles 
in  length,  and  in  fome  places  about  five  in 
breadth.  Its  (hores  near  Yvcrdun  arc  coverctl 
with  country-houfes* 

It  is  fomewfaat  extraordinary,  that  the  dull 
and  taftelefs  uniformity  of  the  French  gardens 
Ihould  have  been  adopted  by  the  Swifs,  whofe 
country  abounds  with  noble  and  pifturefque 
Ctuations,  and  where  nature  wantons  in  the  moft 
luxuriant  variety.  I  have  frequently  obfervcd, 
in  the  midft  of  thcfe  romantic  fccnes,  a  majcftic 
foreft  fliced  into  regular  alleys  ;  and  at  the  very 
borders  of  the  fine  lakes,  artificial  pools  of  water 
edged  with  fun-burnt  parterres. 

If  any  perfon  (hould,  in  this  inftance,  accufc 
me  of  national  prejudice,  let  me  exclaim  with 
Voltaire,  who  certainly  cannot  be  conviftcd  of 
partiality  to  the  Englifli  : 

Jttrdms 
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Jmrdim  pbmies  mjfmmelriH 
Artrtt  naim  iirh  mt  ftr^im, 
Cfiui  fui  vmts  mii  mi  mve0it 
Bm  nmm  s*^mukt^  ftrkriti 
£n  tPtfMT  €§  f0it  nmncem^ 
Jmrdim  ilfmU  fme  p  <vmu  fuiu 

J*mmt  mitu^  en  vaft§t  fwiU 
Lm  fmiure  hhft  tt  hmrdi§ 
hf^uiisft  dm9$jH  irmti    •» 
fstcarJt  mxc  ma  fmiiadfii,      . 


I  am,  &C, 


L  E  T  Ti^ 
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Cran/on^NfucJkt^^Mr.  furfs  BenefaSmu 


We   flsirted  tlie  weft  fide  of  the  lake  of 

Neuchatel  through  Granfon,  the  principal  town 

of  a  bailiiage  of  that  name,  belonging  to  Berne 

«Bd  Friburgh,  and  remarkable  for  the  battle  in 

which  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Borguqdy,  wag 

defeated  by  the  Swifs  in  1476*     We  entered  the 

principality  of  Neuchatel  about  fix*  miles  from  thar 

town,  and  pafled'  through  St.  Aubin,  Bottdri» 

Colombier,  lying  pleafantly  upoE  die  borders  of 

the,  water.    The  road  runs  aloilg  the  fide  of  the 

Jura,  throa^  a  country  that  refembled,  in  fome 

ineafure,  the  diftrid:  ot  La  Vaux,  between  l^au- 

ianne  and  Vevay  t  the  fides  of  the  Jura  are  al- 

mofl  the  whole  way  covered  with  vines,.  fupporte4 
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in  many  parts  by  low  ft  one  walls.  ITic  borders 
of  this  lake  are  more  uniform  than  thofe  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva ;  and  do  not  rife  into  fuch  high, 
irregular,  and  grotefqiie  Alps  as  the  coaft  of 
<Ihablais.  Towards  Granfon  and  St.  Aubin, 
the  country  is  more  diverfified  with  meadows 
and  corn-fields  ;  nearer  to  Neuchatel  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  mountains  are  clothed  with  foreft,  and 
the  midland  and  lower  parts  entirely  planted  with  . 
\ines. 

Between  the  lake  and  the  Jura  feveral  rivers 
burft  from  the  rock  in  confiderable  ftreams  ; 
and,  after  turning  feveral  mills,  fall  into  the  lake 
at  a  little  diftance  from  their  fource-  The  largeft 
is  that  of  La  Serricrje,  near  a  fmall  .village  of  the 
fame  name,  which  we  croffed  in  our  way  to  Co- 
lombier,  where  we  dined  with  a  family  whofe 
acquaintance  we  had  formed  at  the  baths  of 
Leuk.  We  paflfed  a  very  agreeable  day  with 
thefe  jimiable  perfons  ;  by  whom  wc  were  re- 
ceived with  that  franknefs  and  unaffected  eafe 
which  charafterifes  true  politencfs. 

After  dinner  fome  muficians  of  the  country 
performed  the  Ren%  des  vaches  :  that  famous  air 
which  was  forbidden  to  be  played  among  thcSwifs 
troops  in  the  French  fervice;as  it  awakened 
In  the  foldicrs  fuch  a  longing  recoUeftion  of  their 
native  country,  that  it  often  produced  in  them  a 
fettled  melancholy,  and  occafioned  frequent  dc- 
fertion.  The  French  call  this  fpecies  of  patriotic 
regret,  la  maladie  du  pays.  There  is  nothing 
peculiarly  ftriking  in  the  tune  ;  but,  as  it  is  com- 
pofrd  of  the  moft  fimple  notes,  the  powerful  ef- 
fcft  of  its  inelodv  upon  the  Swifs  foldieis,  in  a 
foreign  land*  is  the  lefj^  furprifing.     Nothing  in- 

deed 
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deed  Fcvivet  fo  lively  a  remembrance  of  fbrmcr 
icene»,  as  a  piece  of  favourite  mufic  which  we 
were  accuftomed  to  hear  amid  our  earlieft  and 
deareft  connexions :  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  a 
long  train  of  affcciated  ideas  will  neceflarily  arife 
in  the  mind,  and,  if  not  totally  felfUh,  mek  it 
into  tendernef3.    To  ufe  the  language  of  poe- 

^^ 

TAiti  is  infwdtafiwtfathy  ttriA  fiundt, 

IVkerever  I  have  fuati 
A  Umired  mthtfy^  the  fcern  recurs^ 
Andimth  U  all  Utpleafwres  ami  iit  faint  K 

It  is  obfervable,  that  thofe  who  inhabit 
mountainous  countries  are  moft  fubjedl  to  chis 
maladie  du  pays^  becaufe  their  habits  of  life  are 
eflcntially  different  from  the  cufloms  and  man- 
ners of  other  pans*  Accordingly,  the  Scotch 
bighlandcrs,  and  the  Bil'cayans,  as  well  as  the 
Swifs,  when  abfent  from  their  country,  arc  pecu- 
liarly apt  to  be  affeded  with  every  circumflance 
that  recalls  it  to  their  minds. 

The  town  of  Neuchatel  is  fmall,  and  contains 
about  3,000  fouls,  it  lies  partly  upon  the  little 
plain  between  the  lake  and  i!he  Jura,  ^nd  partly 
upon  the  declivity  of  that  mountain  :  in  confe- 
quencc  of  which  fituation,  fome  of  its  (treets  arc 
very  fteep.  At  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  commerce  was  almod  wholly  a 
ftranger  in  this  town  ;  as  the  ridiculous  pride  of 
its  being  deeimd  degrading,  generally  prevailed 
among  the  inhabitants.  This  fenfelefs  prejudice 
U  now,  however,  nearly  extinguiflied.  The  chief 

article 

•  Cowpcr*!  Tafk,   book  vj. 
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iirtkle  6f  cxpotUtioa  it>vine«  produced  from  tke 
fteigbbQiiring  Yineyardit  apd  much  efteemcd* 
Miiiiuiaftures  aifo  oS  t>riitfcd  Uuens  and  cottoni 
hate  been  dUbliih^  with  fucceft  t  uid  vithiA 
tti«r«  few  y««r0i  ftvtrtl  mercbwtt  have  r«ifed 
target  forUUWIi« 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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Tila  mildtiers  bf  the  goTerfimefiti  and  chit 
general  wcU-beiog  of  the  inhabitants,  are  vifibly 
demonft rated  from  the  increafe  of  popolation 
among  the  natives,  and  the  prodigious  influx  of 
fettlers.  The  number  of  fouls  in  me  principalltf 
of  Neuchiitet  and  Vallengtn  being,  in  1752,  only 
fi8^ot7  fubjeft^)  and  4^318  aliens,  amounted,  hi 
1 784,  to  3 1 ,576  fufajefts,  and  9,704  atiensi  which 

g>es  an  Incfeafe  of  near  a  fourth  part  within  Ac 
^  ace  of  thirty*two  years* 
'  The' facility  bf  acquiring  the  butgherfliip  of 
KeuchateU  hai  aifo  prevented  any  decreafe  of  its 
inhabitants.  Thus  the  magiftrates,  between  the 
years  1760  and  1770^  admitted  forty-one  bur- 
ghers ;  from  1770  to  1780,  forty-fix  j  from  1780 
to  1785,  fifty-one  ;  in  all,  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight.  Many  of  thefe  fettlers  had  children  be* 
fore  they  purchafcd  the  burgherihip  $  and  thirty^ 
eight  were  forcignersi  cither  German,  French,  or 
^wifs. 

Several  public  works  and  buildings  ha^e  beea 
lately  executed  at  Neuchatel,  at  an  expeifte  bs 
exceeding  the  revenues,  or  even  wants  of  this 

litcte 
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Iktie  ftate.  Amoogft  others  I  ihall  mention  9 
(uperb  caufeway  leading  towards  the  valley  of 
St.  Imicr,  and  a  town-houfe,  which  is  built  of 
fach  folid  materials,  jas  if  it  was  intended  to  fur- 
vive  to  the  mod  diftant  pofterity,  and  to  rival 
the  duration  of  the  much*famed  Roman  capi« 
iol*. 

The  perfon,  to  whom  the  burghers  of  Neu- 
chatet  prhdcipally  owe  the  embclliinment  of  thew 
town,  is  Mr.  David  Pury,  late  banker  of  the 
court  of  Li{boB.  He  was  a  citi;sen  of  Neuchatel^ 
dud  was  bora  in  1709  :  his  father  was  mayoir 
of  Lignieres»  afterwards  colonel  and  juftice  of 
peace  in  South  Carolina,  and  founder  of  Purif- 
bwgh.  Having  rieoeived  his  education  in  hU 
aative  town»  he  quiucd  it,  as  foroe  fay,  in  grca^ 

Kverty,  and  repaired  to  Geneva,  where  he  paiTecl 
;  apprenticeship,  but  in  what  houfe,  or  in  what 
trade,  the  perfon,  who  obligingly  furnished  rpc 
with  thefe  anecdotes,  does  not  mention.  Fron^ 
Geneva  he  went  to  London,  and  adcd  as  one  of 
the  clerks  to  an  eminent  merchant  who  traffic!^, 
ed  in  precious  ftones,  and  where  he  acquired  a 
great  ikill  for  eftimating  at  fight  the  value  of 
diamonds.  After  a  long  refidencc  in  England^ 
he  eftabliihed  himfelf  in  Lifbon,  and  carried  01^ 
a  very  extenfive  commerce,  particularly  in  bra-* 
zil-wood  and  precious  (loncs.  Being  appointed 
court*banker,  he  rapidly  increafed  his  fortune. 
This  generous  man,  however,  did  not,  with  9 
parfimony  not  unufual  in  perfons  v/ho  have  cur 
ricbed  themfelvcs  by  commerce,  confign  his  mo- 
ncy  to  his  coffers*  qx  l^arh^ly  diltributc  his  lar- 
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gcfles:  on  the  contrary,  while  living,  he  re« 
mitted  large  fums  of, money  to  his  native  town; 
and  being  unmarried,  and  having  none  but  diP 
tant  relations^  left  his  country  his  heir.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  Ull  of  the  fums  which  he  gave  away, 
either  in  charitable  donations,  or  for  the  improve* 
ment  of  Neuchatel. 

From  the  year  1771  to  1786,  j^.  100  annnally 
for  the  poor  of  NeuchateT,  and  the  fame  fum 
for  thofe  of  Vallengm,  which,  for  fifteen  years, 
amounts  to  jC*39O0o.     Different  fums  at  various 
periods,   and   for   divers  uFes,  to  January  1785, 
amounting  to  /.  1 5,900     To  this  mufl  be  added 
the  purchafe  of  near  7,000  tickets  in  the  lottery, 
towards  raiflng  a  fund   for  building  and  endow- 
ing an  hofpital ;  which  tickets  he  alfo  prefented^ 
to   the   faid  hofpitaL     He  died  on  the  31ft  of 
May  1785  ;     and  the  remains  of  hia  fortune, 
bequeathed  to  his  country,  after  the  payment  of 
a  few  legacies,  does  not  rai^lhort  of  j^.  160,000, 
which,   together  with   the  contributions  in  his 
life-time,  render  his  bencfadions  equal  to  almoft 
^.100,000. 

His  grateful  country  obtained  from  the  king  of 
Pruflia  the  title  of  baron  in  bis  favour  ;  a  title 
which,  through  his  Angular  modcfly,  he  neither 
bore  nor  ufed  in  the  fignature  of  his  letters.  'Ihe 
citizens  of  Ncuchatel  have  alfo  placed  the  por- 
trait of  this  generous  benefador  in  one  of  the 
apartments  in  which  government  affembles ;  and 
have  ordered  a  marble  bu(t  to  be  executed  for 
the  new  town-houfe. 

The  large  legacy  which  Pury  has  bequeathed 
to  the  town,  being  more  than  fufGcient  to  com- 
plete the  buildings  and  public  wor^s,  it  would 

well 
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well  become  the  wifdom  of  government  to  cm- 
ploy  part  of  the  remainder,  rather  in  ufeful  un- 
dertakings,  than  in  the  conftrudion  of  new  edi« 
ficcs,  which  are  not  wanted.  With  rcfpcft  to 
thofe  works,  which  regard  the  health  and  con- 
venience of  the  town,  it  may  be  fufficient  to 
hint,  that  the  public  walks,  which  are  now  much 
negleded,  might  be  improved  ;  the  ftrccts,  which 
are  extremely  dirty,  be  cleifcd  ;  *anll  the  torrent, 
^hich  traycrfes  the  town  and  threatens  it  with 
frequent  inundations,  may  be  turned.  But  pari 
Cicularly  a  large  field  is  open  for  the  prole&ion 
and  encouragement  of  literature ;  for  even  ia 
the  eflential  article  of  education  this  place  is  fo 
deficient,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  pofTels 
a  (ingle  feminary  ;  confequently  the  inhabitants, 
though  endowed  with  lively  parts  and  good  ca- 
pacities, are  yet  much  lefs  informed  than  thofe 
of  the  other  Proteftant  towns  in  Switzerland,  A 
new  fpirit  may  be  given  to  the  ftudy  of  the  arts 
a^d  fciences ;  and  the  feminary  may  be  rendered 
of  great  public  utility  by  appointing  two  or  three 
*{»t<)feflbr$  for  the  inftrndion  oi  yootfa.  Thus  fa- 
-tiXre  generations  enlightened  by  means  of  this'be- 
tii^faflton,  will  repeat  with  fatisfadion  tfaenane  of 
Pury ;  joining  in  their  grateful  commemoratiiMia 
thofe  magiftrates,  who  firft  opened  the  foarces  of 
fcience  and  literature,  and  tiiught  them  to  flow 
for  the  improvement  of  a  diflant  pofterity. 
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Exfeditm  tt  Lack  md  C^awt  de  Fond, 
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NeochAtet,  Sipu  lu 


A  M  charmed  with  an  otpedkion  to  the  faoh 
mit  of  die  Jura  ;  akid  will  give  you  a  (hort  ic- 
couBt  of  ity  while  the  impreifioii  remaina  warm 
upon  my  mind. 

The  principality  of  Neachatd  and  Vallengin, 
firetches  from  the  lake  to  ^e  limits  of  Franche 
Comt£;  containing  in  length,  from  north  to 
fouthy  about  twelve  leagues,  and  about  (ix  in  its 
greateft  breadth.  The  diftrift  of  Ncuchatcl  oc- 
cupies all  the  plain,  together  uith  the  lower  parts 
of  the  mountains;  while  Vallengin  is  totally  en- 
clofed  within  the  Jura.  Parallel  chains  of  the 
Jura  run  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  form,  in  the 

moft 
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moft  eletated  parts,  feveral  valleys.  The  tow^r 
gTounda  of  this  chain  are  arable  lands  and  vine^ 
ytrds )  the  higher  confift  of  Urge  n'ads  of  foDdl^ 
#hich  In  many  parts  have  been  dear^d^  and  coo-* 
verted  into  cbnfklerable  paftures^.  intemiiiceil 
with  feme  fields  of  barley  and  oats*  Bat  tb« 
fi^islftr  genius  9nd  induftry  of  the  numerous  in- 
habitants^  partieylarly  demand  the  attention  ojT 
eycry  curious  trjivefler. 

We  paged  through  Valktmn^  th0  tapirat  of 
the  diftri^  of  that  name ;  a  fmaU  open  burgb^ 
with  a  modern  caftle  built  on  fome  antij^t  rMins* 
We  then  ctt>fled  the  Val  dt  kuzy  which  conjtain;! 
above  twenty  viUagies,  fnuated  at  the  foot  of  th^ 
mountains  which  border  the  valley:  the  inhabb* 
tants  in  general  are  employed  in  agtici^Iture,  fomf 
few  exceptffd^  whp  folbw  pccaiionally  jthe  ^xc- 
ehanical  arts. 

'  •  We  arrived  abo^  mid-day  at  La  Chaux  ife 
Fondy  a  large  handfomc  village  lying  in  a  broa4 
valley  whidb  reaches  to  Franch^  Comt6 :  fronk 
thence  we  proceeded  to  Locle,  fhrough  a  con."* 
tinned  range  of  pleaQng  cottages^  which  ftit^ 
both  fides  of  the  road ;  and  are  fcattered  Vkts- 
^Kc  over  the  country.  As  thefe  two  little  towns 
Or  villages  carry  on  the  famer  commerce  ;  I  ihaV 
comprehend  them  both  under  oae  pommon  de* 
fcription. 

La  Chaux  de  Fond  and  Loclc,  together  wk^ 
^  diftrifls  belonging  to'  them,  may  contain 
about  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  remarkably  4i& 
finguiihed  for  their  genius,  induftry,  and  (kilji 
in  the  mechanical  arts.  They  carry  on  an  ex.- 
tcnfive  commerce  in  lace,  (lockings,  cutlery^ 
and  other  mcrchandifc  of  tbcir  own  manufadturc  •; 
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but  watch-making,  and  ev^ry  branch  of  cldck* 
work,  are  the  articles  in  which  they  particularly 
excel  They  aot  only  make  evory  utenfil  em- 
ployed in  thofc  arts,  but  have  invented  feyeral: 
and  all  forts  of  workmen  nece&ry  for  the  con- 
pletion  ot  that  branch  of  bufmefs,,  fach  as  pain- 
ters, enameller$t  engravers,  and  gilders,  are 
found  in  thcfe  villages }  where,  upon  an  average, 
about  forty  thoufand  watches  arc  yearly  made. 
The  genius  and  indoftry,  indeed,  obferVable 
upon  t^ck  mquntains,;e:Khibit  a  fcene  uncooi- 
inonly  pteafing.  As  every  individual  is  furc, 
not  only  pf  obtaining  a  comfortable  maintenance 
for  himfelf,  but  aUo  of  foon  placing  his  children 
in  a  way  of  procuring  their  own  livelihood ;  the 
people  marry  very  early. 

Not  many  years  agO|  the  gr^aiefl  part  of  thefe 
valleys  was  almoft  one  continued  foreft  ;  but  the 
wonder-working  powers  of  indoftry  have  happily 
changed  the  fcene  into  ^uriibing  villages  and 
fertile  paftures*  The  increafe  of  population' will 
appear  from  the  following  fad :  Formerly  the 
produce  of  the  country,  was  nuire  than  fufficient 
for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  ^  at  pre« 
fent,  although  coufiderably  more  cultivated,  it 
fcarcely  furailhes  an  eighth  part  of  the  pro? ifions 
necefiary  for  interior  confumption  :  the  remain* 
der  is  drawn  from  Franchc  Comtfi.  And  no 
lA^ndcr ;  for,  bciide  the  naiural  effe£k  of  their 
frt-quent  and  early  marriages ;  every  (Iranger, 
who  brings  a  certificate  of  his  good  behaviour, 
is  at  liberty  to  fetttc,  and  to  follow  any  trade, 
without  the  leaft  reftriftion.  Here,  no  apprea- 
ticefhip  is  nccelfary  ;  nothing  is  contraband  i  and 
Induttry  exerts  hcrfelt  untaxed. 

Befidc 
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^  l^de  thd(b  i^ftrdcufar  am  \  have  already  men- 
tidtied^  feveitil  inhabitants  of  Lode  and  La 
Chai^  de  Fond  mt  i»A\  ^Ikd  in  other  brancheB 
ti  ttiechiinical  Icieticfe,  and  have  invented  afefnl 
MiMiidiifiatical  and  aftrcmomicai  inftmmenta. 
Among  tboTe  who  have  eminently  diftingni(hed 
themfelvM  in  this  way^  is  -the  famous  faquct 
Vkozj  who  is  now  at  Paris  ;  and  whofe  fbn  ex- 
hibited ift  England  feveral  aiKomatical  figures  of 
«  very  fingalar  and  AM^priling  conftraSion::  one 
pbyi^d  iipiMi  the  harpfichord ;  another  drew  land- 
^ape& ;  and,  What  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  a 
third  copied  any  word  prefented  to  it,  or  wrote 
down  whatever  was  didated  by  any  of  the  con^ 
pan  j.  Thcfc  a^e  certainly  wonderful  inventions, 
and  feem  to  eitalt  the  powers  of  mechanifm ;  but 
fiill  they  are  itiere  toys^  and  ani  unworthy  wafte 
of  great  genius :  it  is  SwiFt  making  riddles.  How 
itoiftch  more  laudably,  and  with  equal  fudcefs, 
Inight  the  fame  talents  and  application  have  been 
exerted  in  improving^  or  adding  to,  tbofe  inftru- 
aents  and  apparatus,  which  are  neceflary  to  the 
aftronomer  and  natttral  philofopber  ! 

The  origin  of  watch-making  in  thefe  parts,  ae 
related  by  Mr.  Ofterwald,  the  hiftoriographer  of 
thefe  mountains,  is  extremely  curious ;  and  the 
truth  of  his  account  was  confirmed  to  me  by  fe« 
veral  artifts  both  of  Locle  and  La  Chaux  de 
Fond.  In  1679^  one  of  the  inhabitants  bnsught 
from  London  a  watch  ;  which  being  ont  of  order^ 
be  entrufted  it  to  Daniel  John  Richard,*  of  La 
Sagne.  Richard,  after  examining  the  mecha- 
nifm with  great  attention,  determined  to  attempt 
making  a  watch  from  the  model  before  him  :  but 
to  this  end  he  was  deditute  of  every  other  alfifl:- 

Voi^.  L  H  h  ance 
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ance  than  the  powers  of  his  own  native  genius. 
Accordingly  he  employed  a  vhole  year  in  invent- 
ing and  finiihing  the  feveral  inftruments  previ- 
oufly  necefiary  for  his  purpofe  ;  and  in  fix  months 
from  that  period  (by  the  fole  force  of  his  own 
penetrating  and  perfevering  talents)  he  produced 
a  complete  vatch.  But  his  ambition  and  in- 
duftry  did  not  ftop  here :  befide  applying  him- 
felf  fuccefsfully  to  the  invention  of  feve^  new 
inftruments  ufeful  for  the  perfe&ion  of  his  work, 
he  took  a  journey  to  Geneva,  where  he  gained 
confiderable  information  in  the  art.  He  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  the  only  wat{;hma)cer  h 
thefe  parts ;  but  bufincfs  increafing,  he  ijiftru^l- 
ed  feveral  afibciatcs  ;  by  whofe  affiftance  he  was 
enabled  to  fupply  from  his  fingle  fliop  all  the 
demands  of  the  neighboqring  couptry.  Towards 
the  beginning  of  the  prefeht  century  he  removed 
to  Loclc,  where  he  died  in  1741,  leaving  five 
fons,  who  followed  their  father's  occupadon. 
The  knowledge  &nd  pradice  of  the  art  gradually 
fpread  itfelf,  and  is  now  become  almoft  the  uni- 
i^erfal  budnefs  of  the  inhabitants,  and  may  be 
deemed  the  principal  caufe  of  the  population  ob* 
fervable  in  thefe  mountains. 

The  inventive  genius  of  this  mechanical  peo- 
ple is  not  merely  obfervable  in  the  above-men- 
tioned articles,  but  difcovers  itfelf  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  where  it  can  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of 
their  convenience  and  accommodations.  To 
give  an  inftance  :  the  rocks  in  mod  parts  of  the 
alps  being  exceedingly  hard  and  folid,  the  waters 
ufually  make  their  way  along  their  fides,  and 
ruih  down  in  perpetual  torrents  :  but  the  ftrata 
which  compofe  the  Jura  being  Icfs  firm  and  coip- 
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pad  ;  the  rains  and  melted  fnow  penetrating  into 
the  crevices^  form  fubterraneous  channelSt 
wd  iflue  in  rivulets  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun* 
•tains.  Now  the  pea&nts>  in  order  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  peculiarity,  have,  in  the  midft  of 
thefe  fubterraneous  channels,  and  with  much 
labour,  ereded  mills,  which  are  turned  by  the 
defcending  torrents.  For  this  purpofe  the  build- 
ers have  conftruded  wheels,  in  places  where  it 
feemed  fcarcely  practicable ;  have  invented  new 
modes  of  fcaffblding,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
ingenious  contrivances  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
work. 

The  natives  of  thefe  diftri£ts  are  exceedingly 
courteous  to  itrangers  who  vifit  their  country. . 
They  are  in  general  very  well  informed  in  fevc- 
ral  branches  of  knowledge ;  and,  as  they  ufually 
employ  their  leifure  hours  in  reading,  many  of 
the  villages  contain  circulating  libraries. 

The  houfes  are  plaiftered  and  whitewafhed ; 
though  fmall,  are  commodious  and  well-built ; 
and  furniflied  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs,  and  even 
elegance,  peculiarly  ilriking  in  thefe  fequcftered 
.snountains. 

The  rock  which  forms  the  bafc  of  the  Jura, 
is  moftly  compofed  of  calcareous  ftone  ;  and  per- 
haps  there  is  no  fpot  in  Europe  where  are  found 
fo  large  a  quantity  of  petrified  ihells  and  marine 
plants  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace.  Near  Locle  I  obferved 
a  ridge  of  hills,  that  feemed  to  confift  entirely  of 
fierres  arborifees^  or  ftones  bearing  the  imprefiion 
of  plants. 

In  returning,  we  had  a  moft  fublime  profpcft 

of  the  lakes  of  Neuchatel,   Bicnne,  and  Morat, 

with  the  high  and  rugged  chains  of  Alps  ftretch- 
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ing  from  the  cantons  of  Beme  vtA  ^^^^t  •** 
far  as  th«  Vattais,  and  the  mountaina  cm  <^"  ••• 
Such  perfea  eafe  and  pknty  reipi*  *»"8J- 
ont  thefc  mountains,  that  I  fcarcely  f*^  °  jlft 
jca  of  poverty  :  the  natural  effioas  of  ^°^ 
under  a  mild  and  equiuble  goTcrart******  ^" 
of  thefc  vaUics,  and  of  their  inhabit*****'.  TJ 
Roufleau  gives  fo  enchanting  a  dcfcrip**^  " 
letter  to  D'Alembert :  to  which  I  refer  Tf^ 
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Cevernmint  of  NeuebateL 


B 


Y  the  death  of  the  dachcfs  of  Nemoim,  t& 
17079  the  fovereignty  of  Neucbarel  and  VaK 
lengin  became  vacaiit  y  and  behig  claimed  by 
Frederic  the  Firft,  king  of  Pruffia,  a&  heir  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  his  right  wis  acknowledged 
by  the  ftacer  of  the  country.  Upon  his  death  it 
defcended  to  his  fon  Frederic  William,  who  tKanf- 
mitted  it  with  bisi  other  dominions  to  Frederic 
the  Second. 

The  conftitutlon  of  Neuchatei  it  a  limited 
monarchy.  The  machine  cf  this  government  is 
indeed  aftoaced  by  fuch  nice  fprings,  and  its 
wheels  are  fa  exceedingly  complicated,  that  it  is 
Tory  difficult  for  a  ftrasger  to  diftingui&t  with 

any 
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any  degree  of  accuracy^  the  prerogatives  of  the 
fovereign,  and  the  franchifes  of  the  people  :  par- 
ticularly as  fome,  even  of  their  mod  important 
privileges,  depend  upon  mutual  acquiefcence  and 
immemorial  cuftom,  and  not  upon  written  laws. 
I  (hall  endeavour,  however,  to  trace  the  princi* 
pal  features  of  this  government;  the  refult  of 
my  beft  inquiries  during  my  continuance  at 
NeuchateL 

Upon  the  acccffion  of  Frederic  the  Firft,  cer- 
tain general  articles,  which  in  a  great  meafure 
eftabliihed  the  prerogatives  of  the  prince,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  fubje£t,  were  figned  and  rati- 
fied by  the  king.  Befide  thefe  general  articles, 
which  his  prefent  majefty  upon  his  acceilion  pro- 
mifed  to  prefcrve  inviolate;  others  were  add- 
ed at  the  pacification  of  1768  :  which  finiflied 
the  difpute  between  the  fovereign  and  fubjed. 
By  this  pacification,  the  king  not  only  renewed 
his  afient  to  the  general  articles ;  but  alfo  explained 
them,  wherever  their  tenor  had  been  miftaken ; 
exprefsly  confirming  alfo  feveral  other  privileges 
-in  favour  of  the  people,  which  had  hitherto  been 
equivocal,  or  not  duly  obferved. 

The  moil  important  of  thefe  general  articles 
are: 

*  I.  The  fovereign  promifes  to  maintain  the 
Reformed  religion  as  by  law  eftabliihed  ;  and  to 
tolerate  no  other  fed,  except  within  the  diftrifts 
of  Landcron  and  Crcffier,  where  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion is  dominant. 

a.  No  perfon  but  a  native  of  the  country  is 
capable  of  holding  any  civil  or  military  charge, 
excepting  that  of  governor,  who  may  be  a  fo- 
reigner ;  and  the:fame  incapacity  is  extended  even 

to 
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to  natives,  wh.o  are  in  the  fervice  of  a  foreign 
prince. 

3«  All  the  fubje6^8  have  a  right  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  a  foreign  power  ;  provided  that 
power  is  not  in  a^ual  war  againft  the  prince,  as 
ibvereign  of  Neuchatel:  and  if  the  fovereign 
fhould  be  engaged  in  hoftilities,  which  do  not 
concern  Neuchatel,  that  ftate  may  continue  neu- 
ter, except  the  Helvetic  body  (hould  be  involved 
in  the  coi>teft^. 

4*  Juilice  (hall  be  equitably  adminiftered : 
and,  for  this  purpofe,  the  three  eftates  of  Neu- 
chatel and  Vallengin  (hall  be  annually  aflem* 
bled. 

5*  The  magiftrates  and  ofEcers  of  juftice,  in« 
(lead  of  holding  their  employments  during  plea- 
fure,  (hall  enjoy  them  during  their  good  beha^ 

viour. 

•  The  latter  claufe  of  this  anidc  it  not  fo  clearly  worded 
as  it  might  have  been  ;  from  a  delicacy,  I  fuppofe,  of  nor  es- 
prefsly  (lipularing,  that  the  ftate  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallengio 
may  oppofe  their  fovereign  by  arms,  in  cafe  the  Swifs  fhould 
he  engaged  in  any  war  againft  him.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  they  confider  their  connexion  with  the  Helvetic  body,  as 
of  fUpcrior  obligation  to  that  with  their  prince,  as  fovereign  of 
Neuchatel  and  Vallengin. 

The  remarkable  claufe  in  queftion  is  as  follows  : 
£t  qiitn  outrt  it  mform'mint  d  des  articles  ixfr  t  it  fvmuU 
ilis  fr^mckifit  tstnt  de  la  bwrgeoifit  di  Niufehtiil  fUidi  ceiii  de 
Vallengin^  cet  Etat  ne  puijji  tn  in^^i  dans  aucum  guirn^  rd  Us 
fujits  d'icilui  obliges  d*jt  marchsr^  qui  a  ni  foit  pour  la  propr9 
guern  du  Prina^  c  ift  u  dirt^  pwr  la  deftna  dt  PEtat,  it  pour 
lis  guirr$s  qui  It  Prina  pourrmt  anfoir  in  (ant  q^^i  fiuvtrain  dt 
Ntufchdttl  a  nott  autremisit :  in  firti  quf  HI  avoit  gunn  pour 
ratfon  diqutlqui  autn  Etat,  tirrts  tt  fi  gnturits^  lEtaidt  Neuf- 
chdtil  ne  foit  point  otl'ge  d'y  intrer  ;  mats  en  c§  cas  devra  dt* 
meurtr  dans  la  mutraltt*^  a  molns  qui  tout  It  corps  JUhfttiqui  eni 
gin  ral  n*y prit part  tt  inter  /, 
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vioun  And,  by  the  bte  pju^ificatton  it  wat  foo* 
ther  agreed,  that  the  prince  is  not  himfdf  tbe 
judge  of  thdr  gbod  befaAvioor  '^  bat  that  in  order 
to  be  deprived  of  their  plaeet,  they  muft  be  fiiU]p 
Gonvift^  of  m^vcrfiition  ut  office,  by  ccrtaw 
judges  at  Njeuchatd  app^oMd  £m  dual  poi'^ 
pofe. 

6.  Tho  Ibfereign  fliatftal^c  the  accuftooMd 
oath  np^n  his  acceflioa  ;  and  promife  to  maii^* 
tain  aU  the  rights,  liberlica,  francbifieSy  aad  cuC* 
tt>ma,  written  or  unwritteur 

It  is  remarkable,  that  one  of  thf  matt  eflepial 
rights  of  the  fubjeft,  depends  upon  immrmoriat 
nUge  ;  for,  that  *'  the  fovereign  {hall  be  coa« 
^^  fidered  as  rcfident  only  at  Neuchatd,''  bin 
the  number  of  their  unwritten  immunities.  Now 
this  privilege,  in  conjunction  with  the  third  ar* 
ticle  juft  cited,  forms  the  bafis  of  their  civil  liber* 
ty .  By  the  former,  the  prince,  when  abfent,  can 
only  addr^fs  his  fubjeds  through  his  governor 
and  the  council  of  ftatc  ;  and  no  fubjed  can  be 
tried  out  of  the  country,  or  otherwife  than  by 

i'udges  appointed  by  the  conftitution  :  by  iw 
atter,  (hould  the  king  of  PruiEa  be  at  war  with 
alt  Germany  ;  the  people  of  Neuchatei  and  Val* 
lengin  are  by  no  means  obliged  to  arm  in  his 
defence;  but  individuals  may  even  fervc  againft 
him,  fo  long  as  the  powers  whom  they  ferve, 
are  not  engaged  in  hoftilities  againft  their  coun- 
try*. 

Befide 

♦  WEeu  Henrj  d\\kt  of  LonguevlHe,  and  fovereign  of 
Neuchatei,  was,  in  1650,  fcnt  to  fhecaftle  of  Vinccnnes,  Ffiw 
dc Mareval,  captain  of  the Sfi^ifs guards,  kept giia^d  in h*  ruia» 
though  he  was  citizen  of  Neuchatei ^  at  ti)e  4osv  of  thepriTwk 
in  which  Ais  fovereign  was  confined. 
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Befide  thcfe  general  articles,  that  comprehend 
the  privileges  of  the  people  at  large ;  there  arc 
others  larhich  the  fovereign  is  equally  bound  to 
mainjtaui,  relating  to  the  town  of  Neucbatel  and 
the  diftria  of  Vallcngin,  in  particular. 

The  prince  confers  nobility,  nominates  to  the 
principal  offices  of  ftate,  both  civil  and  military^ 
;ind  appoints  the  chatelains  and  mayors,  who 
prefide  in  the  courts  oi  juftice.  His  revenues, 
wJiich  are  very  moderate,  and  fcarcely  amount 
to  )C-5>QC)o  a  year,  arife  from  certain  dcmefnes  j 
from  a  fmall  land  tax  ;  from  the  tythes  of  wine 
and  corn ;  and  from  the  tenth  of  the  value  on  the 
fide  of  immoveables..  With  regard  to  commerce, 
no  fubjed  pays  any  duties  either  of  importation 
or  exportation,  except  for  foreign  wines  imported 
into  tne  town  of  Neuchatel. 

During  the  abfence  of  the  prince,  he  is  re- 
prefented  by  a  governor  of  his  own  appointing  ; 
who  enjoys  confiderable  honours,  but  is  extremely 
limited  in  his  authority.  He  convokes  the  three 
eflates  ;  prefides  in  that  aflembly  ;  and  has  the 
calling  vote  if  the  fuffrages  happen  to  be  equal : 
he  enjoys  the  power  affo,  in  criminal  cafes,  of 
pardoning,  or  of  mitigating  the  fentence.  In  the 
governor's  abfence  his  place  is  fupplicd  by  the 
fenior  counfellor  of  (late. 

The  three  eftates  of  Neuchatel  form  the  fu- 
perior  tribunal  of  this  country  ;  and  receive  ap-- 
peals  from  the  inferior  courts  of  juflice.  They 
ate  compofcd  of  twelve  judges,  divided  into 
three  eftates  :  the  firft  confills  of  the  four  fcnior 
counfellors  of  (late,  who  are  noble  ;  the  fecond, 
of  the  four  chatelains  of  Landeron,  Boudry,  Val 

dc 
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dc  Travcrs,  and  Thiclle*  ;  and  in  cafe  of  ab-r 
fence,  their  place  is  fuppHed  by  the  refpcSive 
mayors  in  the  principality  of  Neuchatel,  ac- 
cording Co  a  regulated  order ;  the  third  is  com- 
pofed  of  four  counfcllors  of  the  town  of  Ncu- 
f:hateL  '1  he  judges  in  the  fird  and  fecond  divi- 
fion  hold  their  places  for  life  ;  thofc  in  the  third 
arc  appointed  annually.  This  body  ordinarily 
affcmbles  every  year  in  the  month  of  May  j  but 
is  convoked  extraordinarily  upon  particular  oc- 
cafions  :  the  town  of  Neuchatel  is  always  the 
place  of  meeting. 

Thefc  three  cllates  are  not  the  rcprefcntatives 
of  the  people  ;  nor  do  they  poflefs  the  Icgiflative 
authority.  They  arc,  properly  fpeaking,  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  which  receives  all  ap- 
peals, and  decides  finally  all  caufes,  even  thofe  re- 
lating to  the  fovcreignty  of  the  country  :  a  power 
which  they  exercifed  in  the  year  1707,  upon  the 
extinction  of  the  dired  line  in  the  perfon  of  the 
duchefs  of  Nemours. 

It  may  be  here  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
the  three  eftates  decided  the  famous  caufc  of  the 
fucceffion  in  1707,  as  a  procefs  between  tlie  fevc- 
ral  claimants  of  the  fovercignty.  B\it  if  (in  fai- 
lure of  claimants)  a  new  fovcreign  was  to  be 
chofen,  or  a  new  form  of  government  to  be  efta- 
bliflied  ;  this  would  no  longer  be  coniidcred  as 
amenable  to  a  court  of  judicature  :  the  queftion 

would 

•  The  prindpality  of  Ncurfiatel  is  divided  into  a  certain 
number  of  diftri£ts  ^  ibmeof  whicK  are  denomioaxed  cAatiik-^ 
fiiett  and  others  may^raiiies.  The  chiefs  of  the  former  are  called 
ihatelainsy  and  of  the  latter  mayors :  in  every  other  rcfpeft  their 
office  and  their  power  b  the  fame.  < 
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would  then  come  before  the  people  aflembled  by 
means  of  their  reprefentatives. 
.  The  council  of  ftate  is  invefted  >vith  the  ordi- 
nary adminiftration  of  government ;  fuperintends 
the  general  police  ;  and  is  entrufted  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws.  The  members  nominated 
by  the  fovereign  are  not  limited  to  any  parti- 
cular number.  The  prince  exercifes  his  autho- 
rity by  means  of  this  council,  in  which  he  is  aU 
ways  confidered  as  perfonally  prefiding :  and  the 
power  of  the  prefident  is  only  to  convoke  the  af- 
fcmbly ;  to  propofe  the  fubje^  of  their  confidera- 
tion ;  to  colleft  the  votes  ;  and  to  decide  when 
the  voices  are  equal.  The  ordinances  of  this 
council  are  previoufly  communicated  to  the  mi* 
fdftraux  of  Neuchatel,  who  arc  to  certify,  that 
they  contain  nothing  contrary  to  law.     . 

The  town  of  Neuchatel  enjoys  very  confider- 
able  privileges :  it  has  the  care  of  the  police  within 
its  own  diftridy  and  is  governed  by  its  own  ma- 
giftracy,  confifting  of  a  Great  and  Little  Coun* 
ciL  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  the 
feveral  departments;  but  I  cannot  omit  men- 
tioning the  minijiraux  ;  becsTufe  the  members  of 
that  body  form  the  third  eftate  on  every  ad  of 
legiflation.  The  miniftraux  are  a  kind  of  com. 
mittee  from  the  council  of  the  town,  and  are  en- 
trufted with  the  adminiftration  of  the  police. 
They  confift  of  the  two  prcfidents  of  that  council, 
four  mafter-burghers  drawn  from  the  Little 
Council,  and  the  banneret  or  guardian  of  the 
people's  liberties.  The  fix  former  arc  changed 
every  two  years ;  the  banneret  is  chofcn  by  the 
general  aftembly  of  the  citizens,  and  continues 
in  office  during  fix  years. 

The 
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Hie  legiflative  authority  is  divtdkd  in  fo  doiii« 
plicated  a  manner,  tliat  k  vourld  be  no  tafy  taik 
to  determine  precifely  ^hef e  it  abfbiutctjr  f elides : 
-  perhaps  the  following  account  of  the  perfans  coi^ 
cerned,  and  of  the  ferine  obfcr^ed^  in  ena&iaf 
and  promulgating  law^  may  fomcivhat  afift  m 
clearing  the  difhc]fky. 

As  foon  as  the  caufes  are  decided  by  the  three 
eftates  a0embled  in  the  month  of  May ;  the  fow 
judges,  who  form  the  third  eftate,  reiiife  ;  and 
their  place  is  fupplied  by  the  four  mim/itswfm 
The  attorneygeneral  then  defires  the  members 
ef  the  three  eftates  to  lake  into  co»fidcratioH, 
whether  it  is  neceflary  to  frame  any  new  hw& 
If  a  new  ordinance  is  propofed  }  a  dccbu'atioB  h 
drawn  up,  and  delivered  to  the  council  of  ftale 
for  their  deliberation,  whether  it  is  contrary  to 
the  prerogatives  of  the  prince,  or  to  tike  ? ighss  of 
the  fubjcA  :  from  thence  it  is  communicated  to 
the  council  of  the  town,  in  order  to  be  exaoninodt 
whether  it  infringes  the  privileges  of  the  citizeMb 
If  adopted  by  the  council  of  ftate,  and  the  cous» 
cil  of  the  town,  it  is  propofed  to  the  prince  fbf 
his  approbation  or  rejedion :  m  the  former  oale, 
it  is  again  publickly  read  before  the  thre^  eftates  }  _ 
and  the  governor,  or  prefident,-  declares  die  ap* 
probation  of  the  fovereign.  Icii^on  promul* 
gated,  or,  as  the  exprclfion  is,  paflbdiato  a  bw 
by  the  three  eftates. 

Since  the  acctffion  of  the  houfis  of  Branden* 
burgh,  the  people  of  Vallengin  are  always  ooo^ 
fulteii  upon  the  framing  of  a  new  law.  For  this 
purpofe  the  three  mafter  burghers  of  Vallengin 
examine,  whether  it  contains  any  thing  incon* 
liftent  with  the  franchifes  of  thai  diftritk ;  in 

'  which 
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«v)ricfa  tafc  they  have  the  power  of  reiQt>nftraim$ 
to  the  governor  in  couticil. 

From  this  detail  it  (hould  rtem,  that  the  leg!- 
flative  authority  rcfidcs  conjunftively  inthe  prince^ 
the  coancil  of  llate,  and  the' town  ;  that  the  peo- 
•pic  of  Vattengin  have  a  kind  of  negative  voice  j 
^nd  that  the  three  cftates  propoJe  and  promulgate 
the  laws. 

Every  year,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  aflemhly 
of  the  three  eftates  of  Neuchatel ;  thofe  of  VaU 
fengin,  as  conftituting  the  fupreme  court  of  ju» 
dicature  for  that  country,  mctt  at  Vallengin, 
and  decide  ftnally  all  appeals  from  the  inferior 
^courts  of  juftice.  The  ^r/i  of  tbefe  three  eftatci 
is  formed  by  the  fame  four  noble  and  fenior 
counfcllors  of  (late,  who  fit  in  the  firft  of  the 
three  eftates  of  Nruchatcl ;  the  fecond  by  four 
mayors  of  the  county  of  Vallengin  ;  and  the  third 
by  four  members  of  the  court  of  juftice  of  VaU 
lengin,  nominated  by  the  mayor  of  Vallengin. 
The  governor,  or,'  in  his  abfencc,  the  fenior 
counfellor,  prer]des5  as  in  thofe  of  Neuchatel. 
The  three  eftates  of  Vallengin  have  no  interfe* 
rence  in  any  ad  oV  legiflation  :  the  laws  which 
have  been  framed  or  amended  at  Neuchatel,  in 
the  manner  abovemcntioned,  being*  fimply  re- 
mitted to  them  by  the  folicitor-gcncrai,  and  pub- 
lickly  read  before  them. 

The  people  of  Vallengin  affemble  every  three 
years  in  an  open  plain,  in  order  to  t\t&  their  threte 
majler 'burghers,  who  are  refpedivtrly  chofen  froin 
the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Vallengin,  of  the 
Val  de  Ruz,  and  of  the  mountains,  rhe  funcr 
tion  of  thcfe  mafter-burghcrs  is  to  watch  over  the 
general  intcrefts  of  the  people :  they  arc  alio  in 

lomc 
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{bme  cafes  deputed  to  Neuchatel  by  the  people, 
whenever  they  arc  fummoned  by  the  governor 
and  council  of  (late,  in  relation  to  any  affair 
which  particularly  concerns  their  country. 

The  principality  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallcngm  is 
divided  into  a  certain  number  of  diftridts,  each 
of  which  has  its  criminal  court  of  juftice.  The 
great  circumfpcftion  obfcrved  in  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, may  fometimes  favour  the  efcape  of 
the  criminal :  b^t  che  few  inftances  of  atrocious 
crimes,  prove  that  this  humane  caution  is  no  en- 
couragement to  tranfgreflTors ;  and  is  a  (trong 
prefumption  of  the  general  good  morals  which 
prevail  among  the  people.  In  a  word,  perfonal 
liberty  is  almoft  as  tenderly  and  as  fecurely  pro- 
te£tcd  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  9^  by  thofe  of 
our  own  invaluable  conftitution. 

When  the  criminal  is  arre(led,.he  is  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial :  after  which,  the  fentence 
is  read  to  him  in  prifon.  The  next  morning  he 
again  appears  before  t^ic  judges,  aflfembled  in  the 
open  air  \  the  former  proceedings  on  the  trial  are 
read,  and  the  judges  once  more  deliver  their  opi- 
nion^  In  capital  fentcnces,  the  governor  is  in- 
ftantly  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  the 
crime  :  and  if  he  docs  not  remit  or  foften  the 
punifhment,  the  fentence  is  immediately  executed. 
I  am  concerned  to  add,  that  torture  (though  fel? 
dom  ufed)  is  not  abfolutely  abolifhed. 

Such  are  the  general  outlines  of  this  remarka- 
ble coiiftitution,  by  which  the  liberties  of  the 
people  arc  as  well,  and  perhaps  better,  fecured 
than  even  in  the  dcmocratical  cantons  ;  for,  al- 
though  the  mod  defpotic  prince  in  Germany  is 
fovcreign,    his  power   is    exceedingly    limited. 

Among 
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Among  the  (Iriking  circumftanccs  which  charac- 
terife  this  government,  muft  be  mentioned  the 
very  liberal  encouragement  given  to  (Irangers, 
^Tvho  fettle  in  the  country.  They  enjoy  every 
poflible  privilege  of  trade  and  commerce  ;  and 
m  no  (late  are  fewer  eflential  diftindions  made 
between  ftrangers  and  natives.  I  have  already 
obfervcd  to  you^  the  good  effe&s  of  this  enlarged 
policy  on  the  population  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallen- 
gin  :  whereas  a  narrower  and  more  contraded 
principle  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Swifs  can- 
tons, has  occafionedy  and  continues  to  occafion, 
a  very  manifeft  decreafe  of  inhabitants. 
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kwite  from    PcniaHier  to    Neucbatel — Valley  tf 
Travers — Anecdotes  of  Rouffeau^^Ifle  of  St. 
"    Peter  J  in  the  Lake  rf  Bienne. 


Ncuchatcl,    Odober  1785. 

1  NOW  write  to  you  a  fccond  time  from  Ncu- 
chatel,  at  the  interval  of  nine  years  fince  the 
date  of  my  former  letters.  On  the  preceding 
occafion  I  went  from  Granfon  to  N^uchatel;  to- 
day I  came  from  Potitarlier,  a  fmall  town  in 
Burgundy,  which  is  the  ufual  route  of  tkofe  who 
enter  Switzerland  on  this  fide. 

From  Pontarlier  1  afcended  gently  by  the  fide 
of  the  Dou,  here  a  fmall  rivuiet  bubbling  in  the 
vale,  quitted  that  ftrcam,  and  pafled  under  a 
bold  rock,  on  which  (lands  the .caftle  of  Joux  for- 
ming a  pidurefque  landfcape.    This  caftle  has 

a  garrifon 
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a  garrifon  of  invalids,  and  commands  the  nar« 
row  valley  leading  into  Burgundy.  Near  it  the 
road  is  divided  into  two  branches  ;  one  leads  di* 
redly  to  Joigne,  and  the  other  to  Neuchateh 
In  about  two  hours  we  obferved  a  (lone,  which 
feparates  France  from  the  county  of  NeuchateU 
Soon  afterwards  we  mounted  an  eminence, 
'  looked  down  upon  the  beautiful  valley  of  Tra- 
vers ;  defcended  to  a  narrow  pafs,  which  is  guard- 
ed by  a  chain  faftened  to  the  rock,  bearing  the 
date  of  1722*  Hiftory,  however,  makes  men-> 
tion  of  this  pafs,  and  of  a  fimilar  chain,  at  a 
much  earlier  period ;  particularly  in  1476,  when 
Charles  the  Bold,  having  ineffeauaily  attempted 
to  force  it,  marched  with  bis  army  to  Joigne, 
and  befieged  Granfon,  where  he  was  defeated. 

Having  defcended  to  St.  Sulpice,  I  vifited  the 
fource  of  the  Reus,  which  iflues  at  the  foot  of  a 
rock  in  five  copious  fprings,  that  form  a  large 
body  of  water,  and  turn  leveral  mills.  I  was 
accompanied  to  this  pidurefque  fpot  by  an  inha-^ 
bitant  of  Fleurief  a  neighbouring  village: 
Jpeaking  of  the  increafe  of  induftry  in  thefe  parts, 
he  informed  me,  that  about  thirty  years  ago 
Fleurier  contained  only  three  watchmakers, 
whereas  at  prefent  above  a  hundred  were  fettled 
in  that  place.  He  added,  that  notwithftanding 
the  conftant  influx  of  ftrangers,  hands  were  (lilt 
wanting  for  the  numerous  trades,  which  are  car« 
ried  on  with  great  fuccefs  in  thefe  parts. 

I  continued  along  the  high  road  leading  to 
Neuchatel,  through  the  beautiful  and  romantic 
valley  of  Travcrs,  watered  by  the  Reus,  abound* 
ing  in  the  moft  fertile  paftures,  bordered  by  hills 
gently  rifmg  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
Vol.  I.  I  i  beautifully 
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beautifully  fprinklcd  with  wood.  I  traTcIfed 
through  many  neat  yiUages,  particularly  Boik 
verefle^  Couvet,  Trav^rs  which  gives  its  nzmt 
to  the  whole  valley  ;  and  Noiraguc»  where  I 
quitted  the  valley,  and  entered  a  narrow  pa& 
called  Clu/ette.  From  hence  the  road  traverfet 
an  abrupt  and  woody  country  along  the  fides  ef 
precipices,  the  Reus  rolling  beneath  m  &  deep 
channel.  At  the  fmall  village  of  Brot,  a  pica- 
fing  view  of  the  lake  of  Ncucbatel  and  the  ad* 
jacent  country  opened  gradually,  as  I  defcended, 
and  joined  the  road  leading  Irom  Granfon  to 
NeuchateK 

I  did  not  quit  the  valley  of  Trovers  without 
paying  a  viGt  to  Moitier  Traver9,  rendered  me* 
morable  by  the  refidence  ef  Rouff^au,  who  being, 
in  176a,  driven  firft  from  Geneva,  afterwards 
from  Yverdun  by  the  government  of  Berne, 
foond  a  refuge  from  civil  and  theological  perfe* 
cution  in  this  fecluded  valley,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Lord  Keith,  ^governor  of  NenchateL 
The  dwelling-houfe  of  tbia  fingular  man,  is  a 
fmall  wooden  building  at  the  further  extremity  of 
the  village,  near  the  road  which  leads  to  Fleurier, 
and  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Martinet,  mayor  of 
the  valley,  a  fenfible  old  gentleman,  who  lived 
in  habits  of  great  intimacy  with  the  philoibpber 
ef  Geneva. 

The  room  chiefiy  occupied  by  Roufleau  is 
a  fmall  bed-chamber,  which,  out  of  rcfpe£l  to 
bis  memory,  is  left  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  be 
Uv^d  there.  In  a  corner  near  the  window,  he 
had  made  a  kind  of  rcccfs  formed  by  two  boo!k- 
cafes,  and  a  fimple  deal  piank  which  reached 
from  one  book-cale  to  the  other^  and  on  which 

be 
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he  was  accuftomed  to  write.  Rouflcau  admitted 
company  into  this  room  \  but  int6  this  recefs  he 
fuiFered  no  one  to  enter,  from  a  fufpicion,  that 
they  would  overlook  his  {^pers  when  he  was 
writing.  He  ufed  alfo  to  frequent  a  fmall  open 
gallery  in  the  front  of  the  houfe,  the  extremities 
whereof  he  had  enclofed  with  planks,  in  which 
were  peep-holes  for  the  purpofe  of  reconnbitring 
thofe  perfons  who  came  to  vifit  him,  thkt  he 
jmight  give  his  orders  whether  they  (hould  be 
admitted  or  refufed.     Here  he  walked  and  read. 

During  his  refidence  at  Moitier,  from  1762 
to  1765,  by  frequently  Sauntering  into  the  fields 
and  neighbouring  mountains,  he  acquired  ataile 
for  the  ftudy  01  botany,  which  he  never  inter- 
mittedy  and  which  he  always  ftyled  his  peculiar 
delight*  During  this  period  of  his  life,  he  iiTued 
from  this  fecluded  comer  his  Letire  i  PArcbe* 
veqm  de  Paris^  his  Lettres  ecriies  de  la  Moiu 
iagne^  and  Ibme  other  works  ;  in  which  he  dif- 
plays  thofe  wonderful  powers  of  invention  and 
defcription,  that  fafcinating  yet  declamatory  elo- 
quenipe,  that  glow  and  animation  of  ftyle,  that 
foadne&  for  paradoxes,  that  reverence  for  the 
fcriptures  and  yet  thofe  perverfe  doubts  of  their 
authenticity,  thofe  liberal  yet  levelling  princi* 
pies  of  government,  that  keennefs  of  irony, 
and  that  motley  mixture  of  Xophiftry  and  argu* 
ments,  which  checker  and  charaderife  all  his 
writings. 

Roufieau,  on  his  arrival  at  Moitier  appeared 
in  a  common  drefs,  but  foon  afterwards  auumed 
an  Armenian  ^habit ;  either,  as  he  himfelf  al« 
leged,  becaufe  that  mode  of  clothing  was  adapt- 
ed to  the  difordcr  with  which  he  v^as  afflided  ; 
I  i  a  or 
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or.  from  th^t  affedation  of  fingularity,  wluclr 
feems  to  have  marked  tiis  charafter,  in  every 
period  cf  his  life.  Throcigh  Lord  Keith's  inter- 
cefSon,  the  yng  of  Pruflia  offered  to  Roufleau 
a  pcflfion  of  ^.  lOo  per  annum,  which  he  de- 
cCnedy  from  his  averfion  to  the  teaft  (hadowof  d^- 

Sndence ;  preferring  to  copy  muiic  for  his  live- 
ioody  rather  than  to  accept  an  obligation  even 
from  fo  great  a  foycrcign  ;  and  he  ufcd  to  boaft, 
that  he  could  daily  earn  a  guinea  by  that  occu- 
pation. 

Roufleau  took  his  repafts  ofuany  alone; 
though  he  would  fometimes,  but  very  rarely,  ac- 
cept an  invitation  from  M.  Martinet  to  dinner  or 
fupper ;  and  particulary  when  Lord  Keith  pafled 
a  week  at  Moitier  Travcrs  for  the  purpofe  of 
vifiting  him.  On  thcfe  occafions  he  was  re- 
marlu^ly  agreeable  and  lively  &  being  naturally 
of  a  focial  difpoiition,  he  converfed  with 
great  fpirit  and  animation,  and  yet  with  as 
much  corrednefs,  as  if  be  was  di&ating  for  the 
prefs. 

Roufleau  feems  to  have  trufted  entirely  to  his 
own  judgment ;  being  fo  impatient  of  contra- 
didion,  that  he  would  never  liften  to  the  admo- 
nition of  his  friends,  and  feldom  aflced  advice 
with  an  intention  of  adopting  it.  Havmg 
ilniflied  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Archbifliop 
of  Paris,  he  read  it  to  a  perfon,  from  whom  I 
received  the  anecdote,  and  demanded  hisr  ad- 
vice relative  to  its  publication.  Tlic  perfon, 
though  (truck  with  the  fire  and  fpirit  of  the  rail- 
tcry,  yet  could  not  avoid  Tcprefcnting  to  him, 
that  his  letter,  however  forjtibly  writen,  would 
never  make  a  convert  of  the  Archbifhop:   that 

he 
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he  would  only  be  entangled  in  endleTsi  controvert 
iies,  and  draw  upon  himfclf  much  obloquy  and 
iU-will.  **  Your  advice,  returned  Rouffeau 
calmly,  is  a  little  too  late ;  it  is  already  pubiiih- 
cd  :"  and  immediately  prefented  to  him  a  printed 
copy  of  a  letter^  which  he  had  juft  read  to  him  in 
manufcript. 

He  derived  from  nature  an  extreme  fenfibility 
which  bordered  upon  weaknefs ;  he  feems  to  have 
wanted  one  proof  of  a  great  mind,  that  of  receiv- 
ing an  obligation,  and  to  have  poflefled  fuch 
pride  and  forenefs  of  temper  as  rendered  it  impof« 
fible  to  ferve  him  ;  for  he  frequently  conftrued  a 
benefit  into  an  injury.  His  extreme  fenfibility 
was  4r^itated  and  augmented  by  a  troublefome 
and  painful  diforder,  which  preyed  upon  his 
conftitution,  and  at  times  rendered  him  unfit  for 
fociety.  And  to  this  complaint,  in  conjun&ioa 
with  that  mercilefs  perfecution  which  he  repeat- 
edly endured,  fliould  be  attributed  in  a  |^eat 
meafure  the  reclufenefs  of  his  life,  and  that  lufpi- 
'  ^ous  miftruft  which  occafionally  bordered  upon 
madnefs. 

Roufleau  had  now  continued  three  years  at 
Moitier^  greatly  delighted  with  his  fituation, 
when' an  unexpe£led  event  induced  him  to  quit  a 
retreat,  in  which  he  wi(hed  topafs  the  remainder 
of  his  days«  This  event  has  been  varioufly  re* 
lated.  Some  authors  aflert,  that  the  p6pulace, 
incited  by  the  minifler  of  the  parifh,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fcepticifm  difplaycd  in  his  Lettres 
Ecrites  de  la  Moniagnij  aifembled  in  crouds, 
broke  the  windows  of  his  houfe,  forced  open 
the  door,  and  entering  his  bed-chamber,  treated 
him  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  cfcaped  with  diffi- 
culty J 
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ty ;  and,  not  to  become  a  mvtyr  to  his  opiitt* 
ons,  quitted  the  country.  Others  on  the  con- 
trary maintain,  that  neither  the  minifter  nor  the 
natives  were  exafperated  arainft  him;  diathfi 
lioufckeeper^  the  fame  perion  whom  he  after- 
wards married,  difgufted  with  the  inhabitants, 
broke  the  windows,  and  perfuading  her  mailer, 
that  he  was  in  danger  of  being,  aflaiEnated,  fo 
worked  upon  his  appreheniions,  that  he  quitted 
Moitier  the  ne^t  rooming ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
this  aflertion,  they  adffirm,  that  one  of  the  ft(^es 
found  in  the  apartment  was  too  large  tb  have 
paffed  through  the  broken  panes  of  glais. 

The  truth,  however,  feems  to  be,  that  Us 
pride  and  fufpicious  temper  had  rendered  him 
obnoxious  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  ;  that  the 
fccpticifm  and  infidelity  of  his  rcli^^ous  ofmiioiis, 
in  his  Lettres  Ecriies  de  la  Montagnej  had  raHed 
a  party  againft  him ;  that  fome  of  the  people 
would  occafionally  infult  him ;  that  the  miniftet 
of  the  parifli  fgmmoned  him  before  the  confifto- 
ry ;  that  he  declined  appearing ;  that  the  coundi 
of  (late  at  Ncuchatel  had  prbpofed  condemning 
the  abovementioncd  publication,  and  had  even 
>  applied  to  the  king  of  Pruifia  for  that  pnrpofe. 
Frederic,  in  an  anfwer,  which  does  honour  to 
his  head  and  bis  heart,  while  he  permitted  them 
to  ufe  any  precautions  which  might  tend  to  prt* 
vent  the  fpreading  of  fccptical  ojHnions,  yet 
wifely  forbade  all  perfecution,  and  enfurcd  to 
Roufleau  a  fecure  retreat  at  Moitier  under  his 
imme(}iate  proteftion.  Before  this  anfwer  was 
returnedy  fome  of  the  populace,  inltoxicated  with 
liquor,  threw  ftones  againft  Rouffean's  windows 
with  fuch  violence  as  to  penetrate  into  the  kit- 
chen, 
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cheiit  and  to  tear  oflFihe  plaifter  from  the  walls; 
but  it  is  certain  that  none  of  tbefe  ftones  did,  or 
could^  enter  Ins  bed-chamber,  as  that  apartment 
was  fitoated  on  the'other  fide  of  jthe  houfe.  Thk, 
violence,  however,  exaggerated  by  the  real  or 
pretended  terron  of  hia  houfekcepef,  was  Effici- 
ent to  alarm  Rottfleaiu  :  on  the  next  morning  he 
retired  from  Moitier,  and  took^  refuge  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Peter. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Peter,  fometimes  caUed  the 
ifland  of  La  Motte,  and  fometimes  Roufleau^« 
iflaaid,  lies  towards    €he  feuthem  extremity  of 
the  lake  of  BienBe.    To  this  ddightful  fpot  I 
made  an  agreeable  escucfioii  on  the  fourth  of 
O^lober  1786,  in  company  wkh  the  Rev.  M.  db 
MeoYon,  of'  Neuchatel^  and  three  Englifli  gen- 
tlemen. .    We  quitted  Neucbatel  in  the  morning  ; 
pafled  through  St.  Blaife  andtbc  diftridb  of  Laa- 
deron,  and  embarked  at  N«avilfe,  a  fmaU  town, 
which,  like  Biernie,  acknowledges  the  bifliop  of 
Bafle  for  its  liege  lovd,  but  poflefles  fuch  rights 
and  immunities  as  render  it  an  independent  re- 
poblxc.  It  contains  about  twelve  hundred  inha- 
bitants.   The  fine  weather,  and  the  clearneds  of 
the  air,  enabled  us  to  enjoy  the  mild  beauties  of 
the  view  as  we  failed  to  the  ifland*.    To  the  fouth- 
wefl:  we  difcerncd  Neuvilie  and  its  antient  csAIq, 
and  to  the  fouth-eaft  we  admired  the  juUmont, 
an  infulated  bill  adorned  with  woods  of  oak,  the 
fummio  of  which  is  frequently  viiited  by  travel- 
lers for  the  beauty  of  the  (Mrofpe^ ;  and  its  name 
lias  been  derived  by  fanciful  antiquaries   from 
Julius  Caefar.  -  At  the  extremity  of  a.  rocky  and 
woody  prompntory,   which  ftrctchcs   from  the 
foot  of  the  Julimont  into  the  lake,  fl:ahds  the 

caftle 
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caftie  of  Cerlier,  and  beyond,  at  fome  diftance, 
che  fertile  plains  watered  bv  the  Thiele. 

We  landed  on  jthe  fouth  fide  of  St.  Fctcr^s 
ifland,  and  walked  through  an  agreeable  meadow 
ikirted  with  vineyards  to  a  large  farm-houfe, 
which  was  formerly  a  convent  ^,  and  is  now  in* 
halufed  by  the  fteward  of  the  general  hofpital  at 
Berne,  to  which  the  Ifland  .belongs. 

The  ifland  is  about  two  miles  in  circumfcr- 
encCi  and  richly  wooded  with  varioos  (hrubs  and 
trees,  particularly  with  large  oaks,  beech,  and 
SpanHh  chefnuts.    Its  furfiice  is  gently  undulat- 
ing {  the  fouthem  fliore,  covered  with  herbage, 
fonkis  a  gradual  flope  to  the  lake ;  d^  remainii^ 
borders  are  fteep  and  rocky :  in  a  few  places  their 
fummits  are  thinly  fringed  with  fhrubs ;  in  others 
their  perpendicular  fides  are  clothed  to  the  water?s 
edge  with  hangidg  woods.  *  The  views  from  the 
different  parts  of  the  ifland  are  beuutiful  ^nd  di* 
verfified  ;  that  to  the  north  is  the  moft  extenfive 
and  pleafing.     It  comifaands'the  lake  of  Bienne, 
which  is  of  an  oval  form ;  its  cultivated  borders 
fpotied  with  villages  and  kraftles,  with  the  towns 
of  Nidau  and  Bienn^' (landing  dH  the  farther  ex- 
tremity.  *  ^Agreeable  walks  are  carried  through 
the  woods,  and  terminate  at  a  circular  pavilion 
placed  in  the  center  of  the  ifland;    During  vin- 
,tage  particularly,  and  on  Sunday,  which  is  the 
nfual'day  of  feftivity,  the  ifland  is  filled  with 
parties  who  take  refrefhrnents  at  the  farm*houfe, 
Aray  about  the  woods,  or  dance  in  the  circular 
buildings,  and  animate  theie  romantic  but  foli- 
tary  fcenes. 

Roufieao 

*  It  was  fecularifsd  at^c  reformation. 
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'     Hou&aa  occupied  an  apartment  in  the  farm- 
houfcy  the  only  dwelling  in  the  ifland.    He  lived 
With  the  fteward  and  his  family^  who  are  the  pre- 
f<Mit  inhabitants.    The  woman  informed  me,  that 
he  paid  £or  his  board  and  lodging  forty  ihillings 
a  mcffith,  that  he  ufually  rofe  at  fix,  dined  with 
the  family  at  twelve^  and  after  a  flight  fupper 
retired  to  reft  at  nine.    She  added,  that  he  was 
extremely  cheerfbl  and  agreeable ;    converfed 
with  the  family  with  the  greateft  ede  and  com- 
placency,   and  conformed  to  their  hours  and 
manner  of  living ;   that  he  amufed  himfelf  en- 
tirely in  wandermg  about  the  woods,  and  fearch- 
Sag  &r  plants,  which  he  ufed  to  explain  to  theto 
vith  Angular  fatisfa£kion«  Roufleau  mentions  his 
refidence  in  this  delightful  ifland  with  the  highaft 
terms  of  rapture,  and  his  ufuai  proneaefs  to  ex- 
aggeration«  - 

\^  I  was  permiited  to  remain  only  two  months 
in  this  delightful  ifland ;  but  I  could  have  paf- 
fed  there  two  .years,  iwo  centuries,  all  eternity 
without  fufifering  amoment^s  etmui^  although  my 
whole  fociety  qonfifted  of  the  fteward  and  family, 
good  but  plain  people.  I  efteem  thefe  two 
months  z^  the  moil  happy  period  of  my  life ;  and 
fo  happy  that  I  could  have  pafled  my  whole  ex- 
iftence  without  even  a  momentary  wifli  for  ano- 
ther fituation  •/* 

If  we  examine  in  what  this  extrtme  happinefs 
confifted  ;  he  himfelf  informs  us,  that  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  was  in  dwng  neibing.  He  did 
not  eveh^unpack  his  books,  and  could  fcarcely 
prevail  on  himfelf  to  read,  much  lefs  to  anfwer 
any.  letters.    He  alfifted  the  fteward  and  his  fer- 

vants 

*  Sse  Promenade  V. 
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Yants  at  work  ia  the  vineyards  and  fidds  ;  laon- 
tered  about  the  woods,  and  gave  himfelf  up  en- 
tirely to  botany.    He  propofcd  to  write  a  fJ^a 
Pitrinfuhris^  or  a  defcription  of  the  plants  in  the 
ifland  ;  adding  on  this  bead,  that  as  a  German 
had  publifiied  a  book  on  the  kernel  of  a  lemoo, 
in  the  fame  manner  he  would  compolc  a  treatife 
on  each  fpedes  of  grafs,  mofs,  and  lichen  ;  and 
that  he  would  not  leave  the  moft  mkiure  particle 
of  vegetation  undefcribed.    He  made  occafional 
cxcuHioos  on  the  lake,  fometimes  coafiingthe 
Aady  banks  of  the  ifland ;  at  other  times  hSa- 
ing  the  bark  to  float  without  dire£kion  mto  the 
middle  of  the  lake ;  then,  to  life  bis  own  eacpreA 
fioas,  ^  he  wpuld  lie  down  in  the  boat,  look  up 
to  this  heavens,  and  continue  in  that  pofture  he 
feveral  hours,  en|oying  a  thpufand  anconne£bed 
and  confufed,  but  delicious,  reveries.'*    He  fie- 
quentiy  rowed  to  a  fmaU  fandy  ifland^  which  he 
defcribes  as  a  ipoft  beautiful  ipot.    It  was  one  of 
his  great  amulements  to  poof^c  this  little  ifland 
with  rabbits ;  and  as  he  was  conveying,  with 
preai  p^n^^  the  fteward's  £unily  to  be  prdTest  at 
the  foundation  of  this  little  colony,  he  defcribes 
himfelf  as  equally  elated  with  the  fiUt  rf  the  Ar- 
gwiatuk  expedition. 

From  thcfc  fimple  ayocations  and  every , iff} 
occurrences,  which  Roufleau  relates  with  that 
enthufiafm  and  thofe  fentiments  peculiar  to  bimr 
felf,  he  drans  the  following  fiiblime  morality. 

*'  I  have  remarked,  daring  jthe  yicif&^ades  of 
a  long  life,  that  the  moA  delightful  enjoyments 
and  moft  rapturous  pleafurcs,  are  not,  upon  reco/- 
ledion,  thofc  with  which  I  am  xslkA  afifeSed. 
Such  fleeting  moments  of  paffion  and  delirium, 

however 
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%bwev€<r  ra{ii:unMi6,  we,  from  their  tttvf  Mlwbt 

lMxt>diidty  festered  incke  path  of  lite.    Thej 

^are  too  rare  aiui  rapid  to  conftituce  a  fixed  ftaCe; 

«md  Ibe  btppifidb^  which  my  heart  regmts,  it  not 

«Mnpdfed  cf  fugitive  inftanti,  but  coofifts  im  a 

iimple  and  permanent  ftate,  withoat  rajkurc,  the 

duration  of  Which  incrcafes  the  charm,  till  it 

finds  fupreme  felicity." 

This  fiate  he  defcribes  himfelf  as  pofleiling 
during  his  (hort   continuance  in  the  ifland  of 
Bienne ;  a  longer  refidence  would  probably  have 
diflblved  the  charm,  which  was  raifed  by  his  own 
heated  imagination.     That  reftleflhefs  of  temper, 
^whieh  is  ufually  the  attendant  of  great  genius, 
lind  which  was  his  infeparable  companion,  would 
have  probably  returned,  and  embittered  the  de- 
lightful calm  which  he  defcribes  with  fuch  rapture 
and  exftacy.    But  he  had  not  time  to  become 
difgufted  with  his  fituation :  for  the  fame  intole- 
rant fpirit  which  had  hitherto  purfued  him,   fol- 
lowed him  even  to  this  fequeftered  ifland ;  and 
he  had  fcarcely  pafled  two  months,  before  he  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  government  of  Berne 
to  depart  from  their  territories.      Rouffeau  was 
fo  fliocked  at  this  unexpeded  command,  that  he 
petitioned  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,    only  re- 
quefting  the  ufe  of  a  few  books,  and   that  he 
might  be  occafionally  permitted  to  walk  in  the 
open  air.     Soon  after  this  extraordinary  requeft, 
which  ihews  the  extreme  agitation  of  his  mind, 
and  which    cannot  but    intcreft  every  feeling 
mind,  he  reludantly  quitted  the  ifland.     It  does 
not  fall  within  the  compafs  of  a  letter  to  dwell 
upon  this  Angular  man  through  the  fubfcquent 
events  of  his  life,  or  even  accompany  him  to 

England, 
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Ei^^d,  where,  notwithftanding  the  moft  dif- 
Cinguiflied  reception,  the  fame  pervcrfimels  of 
difpofition,  and  die  fame  ezceflive  delicacy,  ren- 
dered him  no  left  unhappy,  than  when  he  was 
under  the  preffure  of  real  csdamities,  and  expoled 
to  rdtcnted  perfecutions* 

I  am^    &C. 
/ 
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Environs  cf  Morat^^Mount  Vmlly. 


In  oar  way  to  Morat  and  Avcnches  we  croffed 
the  river  ThieU,  which  iflues  from  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel,  difcharges  itfelf  into  that  of  Bienne^ 
and  feparates  the  principality  of  Ncucliatel  fix>m 
the  canton  of  Berne. 

Morat  is  a  bailUage  belonging  to  Berne  and 
Fribargh:  the  reformation  was  introduced  in 
1530,  by  the  majority  of  voices^  in  prefence  of 
depntfes  from  Berne  and  Friburgh.  The  free 
fpirit  of  the  Swifs  governments  is  in  no  inftance 
more  remarkably  apparent,  than  by  the  mode 
which  they  obfcrved  in  embracing,  or  reje&ing, 

the 
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the  reformation ;  as,  ill  many  other  towns  befide 
Morat,  the  queftion  was  put  to  the  vote ;  and 
the  minority  generally  fubmitted,  with  perfed 
acquiefcence,  to  the  decifion  of  the  greater 
number. 

Morat  itands  pleafantly  npoti  the  edge  of  a 
fmall  lake,  about  fix  miles  long,  and  two  broad, 
in  the  midft  of  a  welt-cultivated  country.  The 
lakes  of  Morat  and  Neuchatel  are  paralld  to 
each  other,  and  feparated  only  by  a  ridge  of  hilb : 
the  former  is  the  moft  elevated  ;  for,  it  dif- 
charges  itfelf  by  means  pf  the  river  Broyc,  into 
the  latter.  According  ^o  Mr.  de  Luc,  the  lake 
of  Morat  is  fifteen  French  feet  above  the. level 
of  that  of  Neuchatel.  Both  thefe  lakes,  as  wdl 
as  that  of  Bienne,  formerly  extended  much  far- 
ther than  their  prefent  limits:  and,  from  tbe 
pofitionof  the  coQsery,  appear  to  have  been  once 
united. 

Mr.  Pennant  informs  me,  that  **  the  vaft  fife 
called  ihtjilurus  glanuj  or  ^zfalutb^  which  fre- 
quents the  lakes  of  Morat  and  Neuchatel,  has 
not  been  caught  here  in  the  memory  of  man. 
It  b  well  defcrtbcdy  and  finriy  engraven,  10  Dd^* 
tor  Bkkh^iiHiftory  of  Fi(hes>  vol.  i.  194*  ^t>- 1*) 
\dl  die  tikne  ot  Gefner  two  were  taken,  on«  of 
which  waa  eight  feet  long ;  but  they  are  foose- 
times  fo  large  as  to  weigh  fix  hundred  pounds. 
It  k  an  eet-fiiaped  fiOi,  very  fmootb,  round  and 
thick,  and  has  a  great  bead.    The  mouth  is  far- 
niflied  with  four  fliort,  and  two  very  long,  vhit 
ken.     It  is  very  inadlive  and  flow  in  its  motions, 
and  loves   the  deep  and  muddy  parts  of  the 
likes.     They  are    found  in  many  of  the  great 
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ffeA  witersdF  Europe^  and  abundantly  in  ibc 
Volga. 

On  my  fttbfe(|iient  expeditions  imothefe  patM^ 

I  examined  with  greater  intention  Ae  environs 

of  Morat^   during  ieveral  days,  which  1  pafled 

moft  agreeably  at  ConiouvauA,  a  feat  belonging 

to  the  count  of  Diefl^acb,  and  at  Grens  with  M« 

de  Garville^  a  French  gentleman,  who  it  fo  much 

attached  to  the  beauties  of  tbis  ddightful  country, 

that  be  has  built  a  TiUain  a  plealing  fituation  near 

the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Morat,  where  he  comes 

every  year  from  Paris  to  pafs  the  fummertr    By 

thefe  families  I  was  received  withont  any  other 

introdu^on,  than  as  being  the  author  of  the 

Letters  on  Switzerland,  and  with  that  franknefa 

and  cordiality  fo  flattering  to  a  (Iranger.    I  found 

the  environs  of  Morat,  though  not  ib  wild  and 

romantic  as  numy  other  psrts  of  SwitxeHand,  yet 

extremely  defirabte  for  a  cottftant  refidence. 

I  made  feveral  excurfions  acroft  the  lake,  to 
an  infulated  ridge  between  the  lakes  of  Meucha- 
tel  and  Morat,  and  enjoyed  many  delightful  points 
of  view.  Of  thefe  various  profpem,  the  moft 
remarkable  is  from  the  Aimmit  of  Mount  Vuilly, 
where  1  feated-  myfelf  on  the  edge  of  an  abrupt 
precipice.  From  thence  I  Iboked  down  upon  the 
hikes  of  Bienne,  Morat,  and  Neuchatel^  ob- 
ferved  the  Broye  entering  the  lake  of  Morat, 
iffuing  from  thence  and  Winding  through  a  mat* 
ihyj)lain  into  the  lake  of  Neuchatel ;  the  Thide 
flowing  from  the  latter,  and  haftening  to  fadl 
into  the  lake  of  Bienne ;  the  fertile  and  varie- 
gated countries  encircling  thofe  bodies  of  water  ; 
and  the  grounds  rifmg  in  regular  gradations  from 
plains  to  alps.  But  what  renders  this  charming 
fpot  znore  particularly  ftriking  is,  that  it  is  per- 
haps 
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hapt  die  only  central  point  from  which  the  efc 
can  at  once  comprehend  the  vaft  amphitheatre 
formed^  on  one  fide^  by  the  Jura  ftretchii^  from 
the  enriront  of  Geneva  as  fv  as  Bafle,  and,  on 
the  other,  by  that  (lupendous  chain  of  fnowy  alps, 
which  extends  from  the  frontiers  of  Italy  to  the 
confines  of  Germany,  and  is  loft  at  each  extre- 
mity  in  the  boundlefs  horizon. 

Imprefled  with  this  fublime  view,  I  caft  my 
eyes  downwards  over  that  dead  and  extenfive 
moraft  through  which  the  Broye  ferpentincs; 
and  cried  out  in  the  language  of  poetry,  which 
knows  how  to  animate  the  duUeft  objeds :  ^ 


Ji  nmt  cmkr  k  Br^  *  i  trmMrs  Us  fftmUf* 

figmn  «<wr  /Zij^  dmuJg  nmits  cmw^fmt, 

Riwn  trm^dtk  ft  €htH§ 

^$fmmi  afmtvn  tit  detmtrsf 

Tm  tmi  /ilmciiufo  tnJmfaifiUe  cnurt^ 

Fftftnit  i  mm  tfirit  tittup  de  la  vU  % 

Elk  femUe  immMt^  H  t'ttmdt  tamftart. 

•  From,  c  poem,  emitted  **Lanm$  JtAtM!"  \  kfe  flow- 
ed che  czsmple  of  M.  Stnoer,  in  hii  Vof .  Htft.  «  Po).  de  It 
Snifle^  who  fubfticutet  the  Bra/e  for  the  Thielc^  to  which  che 
lines  in  the  original  are  applied. 
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Baffle  cf  Moraf — War  between  the  Swijs  and 
Charles  the  Boldy  Duke  of  Burgundy— bs  Con^ 
fequences* 


JMoRAT  is  celebrated  for  the  obftinatc 
iiege  it  fuftaincd  againft  Charles  the  Bold,  duke 
of  Burgundy,  which  was  followed  by  the  battle 
of  Morat,  fought  on  the  2  2d  of  June  1476.  In 
this  famous  engagement  the  duke  was  routed, 
and  his  whole  army  almoil  entirely  deftroycd, 
by  the  confederate  troops  of  Switzerland.  Not 
fix  from  the  town,  and  adjoining  to  the  high 
road,  a  monument  of  this  victory  ftill  remains  : 
it  is  a  fquare  building,  filled  with  the  bones  of 
Vol.  L  K  k  the 
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the  Burgandtan  fbldicrsy  who  were  flain  at  die 
iiege  and  in  the.  battle.  To  judge  from  the 
quantity  of  thefe  bones,  the  number  of  the 
flaughtered  muft  have  been  very  confideraUe. 
Among  feveral  iafcriptions  in  the  Latin  and  Ger- 
man languages,  relative  to  that  memorable  vifio- 
ry,  I  tranfcribcd  the  fdbwing  on  account  of  its 
condieaefs : 

Deo  Opt:  Mapc: 

Caroli  Incfyti  et  Forilffim 

Burgundia  Ducts  Exercitus 

Murafum  obfidens  ab  Hehetiis 

Cafus  hoc  fm  i^&numenium  reliqmU 

Ann :    1476. 

This  war,  which  Charles  the  Bold  carried  on 
againftthe  Swifs  with  a  temerity  peculiar  to  him-* 
feif,  forms  a  rcmarJcable  aera  in  the  biftory  of 
this  country  ;  and  was  attended  with  ibme  very 
extraordinary  circumftances.  From  she  ^e 
of  the  famous  revolution  in  i3o8»  which  gave 
rife  to  the  Helvetic  confederacy^  to  the  end  of 
the  following  century,  the  Swifs  republics  de* 
prived  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  of  all  its  territories 
fituated  in  Switzerland  ;  and  continued  m  pot 
fe&m,  notwithftandtng  the  various  attenmtB  of 
die  dlfferttt  dukes  to  recover  tbetr  loft  d** 
rnauu.  But  of  all  die  prktoes  of  ihat  Houfty 
Sigiftnond  the  fimpie,  archduke  of  Aiiftria  of  the 
branch  of  Tyrol,  was  more  <pKrttcakrly  engaged 
in  hoftllities  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  and  their 
allies ;  for,  his  hereditary  ttomtnions  in  Suabia 
and  Alfacc  bordering  uponSwitaerland,  induced 
htm  to  enter  ^nore  fre<iuently  into  ibcfe  difputes^ 

than 
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than  the  other  branch,  which  was  in  pofieffion  of 
the  imperial  throne. 

In  the  courfe  of  thcfe  hoftilitics,  Sigifmond 
was  compelled  to  cede  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
territories  to  the  Swifs  republics  ;  particularly  the 
rich  country  of  Thurgau  to  the  fcvcn  cantons, 
which  at  that  period  compofed  the  Helvetic 
league  *•  Inflamed  by  thefe  repeated  loffes,  and 
the  humiliating  conditions  of  peace  he  was  con- 
firained  to  accept  in  1408,  he  endeavoured  to 
engage  fome  of  the  neighbouring  powers  in 
a  confederacy  againfl  the  Swifs  cantons.  Hav- 
ing firfl  ineffe£tually  applied  to  Louis  the  Eleventh 
king  of  France,  he  at  length  addrefled  himfelf 
to  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Charles  having  fucceeded  to  the  poifeflion  of 
Franche  Comte,  Burgundy,  Artois,  and  Flanders, 
together  with  the  grcateft  part  of  the  United 
Provinces;  poiTefled  as  ample  revenues,  and 
extenfive  territories,  as  the  moft  potent  fovereign 
of  his  time.  Magnificent,  impetuous,  and  en- 
terprifmg,  he  negle&ed  no  opportunity  of  ag- 
grandifmg  his  power,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  the 
proje£ls  of  his  reillefs  ambition.  He  had  formed 
the  plan  of  ereding  Burgundy  into  a  monarchy  ; 
and  had  already  in  imagination  appropriated  to 
hiiaieif  Lorraine  and  part  of  Switzerland  ;  which 
he  propofed  to  annex  by  conqueft  to  his  heredita* 
ry  dominions. 

A  prince  of  fuch  a  charafter  being  naturally 
well  difpofed  to  liften  to  any  overtures,  or  to  un- 
dertake any  war,  that  might  advance  his  ambi- 
tious fchemes,  received  with  eagernefs  the  pro- 
K  k  2  portions 

•  Berne  obtained  the  co- regency  of  Thurgau  at  the  peace  of 
Aniu,   1712. 
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pofitions  oFSigifmond  ;  he  flattered  that  creduloal 
prince  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  in  marriage 
his  daughter  Mary,  heirefs  of  his  extenfive  do- 
minions ;  and  prevailed  upon  him,  by  the  loan 
of  eighty  thoufand  florins,  to  furrender  Sundaii, 
Alface,  Brifgau,  and  the  four  Forcft-rowns; 
promifing,  upon  the  repayment  of  that  fum,  to 
reftore  the  faid  provinces. 

By  this  alliance,  Sigifmond  acquired  a  fum  of 
money  to  aflift  him  in  his  preparations  againft  the 
Swifs ;  protefted,  as  he  thought,  his  hereditary 
dominions  from  their  enterprifes  ;  and  fecured  a 
powerful  ally  againft  the  antient  enemies  of  his 
family.  The  reverfc,  however,  proved  to  be 
the  event :  for,  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  this  league, 
which  was  intended  to  cement  the  union  of  the 
two  princes,  fbrved  only  to  divide  tbem;  and 
occafioned  th«  tirft  perpetual  alliance  between 
the  Swifs  cantons  and  a  prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria. 

,  Charles,  upon  the  concluiion  of  this  treaty, 
informed  the  cantons,  that  he  had  taken  Sigif- 
mond under  his  protection,  and  would  defend 
him  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  Meanwhile, 
the  bailifs^  whom  he  placed  over  bi$  newly  ac- 
quired territories  in  Alface,  opprefled  the  people ; 
laid  embargoes  upon  the  commerce  of  Muibaufen, 
a  confederate  of  the  cantons  i  and  withheld  the 
rents  of  the  tftates  belonging  to  the  Swifs  in 
Sundgau  and  Alface. 

Thcfe  grievances  being  laid  before  Charles  in 
an  embaflTy,  which  Berne  difpatched  to  his  court 
in  the  name  of  the  confederate  cantons,  the  duke 
received  it  with  haughtinefs  ;  'and  after  compel- 
ling the  deputies  to  kneel  while  they  delivered 

their 
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theiT  rcmanftrance,  difmiffed  them  without  an 
anfwer.  This  difdainful  and  ignominious  treat- 
ment was  ill  brooked  by  a  free  people,  unaccuf- 
tomcd  to  orouch  before  the  infolence, of  power; 
and  the  warmth  of  their  juft  indignation  was  ftill 
more  inflamed  by  the  artful  policy  of  Louis  the 
Eleventh,  who,  jealous  of  the  duke  of  Burgun- 
dy's power,  entered  into  a  dcfenfive  alliance  with 
the  Swifs  republics,  in  order  to  counterad:  the 
defigns  of  that  ambitious  prince. 

But  Louis  dill  further  ftrengthened  the  Swifs, 
by  eSefting  a  reconciliation  between  them  and 
Sigifmond.  The  latteir  had  no  fooner  furrender« 
ed  to  Charles  Sundgau,  Alface,  and  the  other  dq^ 
minions,  than  he  began,  to  be  fenfible  of  his  error. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy  not  only  oppreffed  hi^ 
new  fubjeds,  but  feemed  determined,  even  (bould 
the  eighty  thoufand  florins  be  repaid,  to  keep 
poflfeflion  of  thck  conditional  territories^  and  did 
not  appear  inclined  tp  fulfil  the  promife  of  be- 
llowing his  daughter  upon  the  archduke.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  Sigifmond,  induced  through 
the  mediation  of  L  ouis,  to  throw  himfelf  under 
the  protedion  of  the  Swifs,  concluded  the  famoujS 
treaty,  which  was  confirmed  at  Lucerne  in  M74» 
and  is  called  the  hereditary  union ;  an  appellation 
appropriated  to  the  treaties  between  the  Swifs 
and  the  Houfc  of  Auftria.  Sigifmpnd  renounced 
all  right  to  the  provinces  which  the  Swifs  had 
conquerjcd  from  the  Honfe  of  Auftria :  the  twp 
tontrading  parties  formed  a  defenfive  alliance ; 
and  engaged  to  guarantee  reciprocally  each  other*s 
territories.  Thus  the  Swifs,  after  having  de- 
prived Sigifmond  of  all  his  poflcflions  in  their 
country,  jpngaged  to  fupporj  bis  title  to  thofe 

very 
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▼ery  provinces,  which  he  had  mortgaged  in  or- 
der to  ftrengthen  his  arms  againft  themfelves ; 
and  Sigifmond  accepted  a  guarantee  from  the 
moft  inveterate  enemies  of  his  family* 

This  treaty,  which  entirely  changed  the  policy 
of  the  Swifs  republics,  was  folely  contrived  by 
the  artfcd  intrigues  of  Louis  the  Eleventh :  tl^ 
jealoufy  of  that  deflgning  monarch  turned  into 
another  channel  the  vaft  preparations  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  ;  preparations  which  would  proba- 
bly have  been  attended  with  more  fuccels,  had 
they  been  dire&ed  againft  France. 

Charles  too  late  perceiving  the  imprudence  of 
his  condud  towards  the  Swifs  republics,  in  vain 
exerted  all  his  efforts  to  engage  them  in  a  neu- 
trality. They  rejeSed  his  propofals  of  reconci- 
liation with  firmnefs  ;  prepared,  with  their  ufual 
vigour,  for  war,  which  now  appeared  inevita- 
ble :  and  even  advanced  the  eighty  thouiand 
florins  to  Sigifmond,  who  demanded  the  refiita- 
tion  of  his  lands,  which  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
evaded  under  various  pretexts.  The  latter  hav- 
ing concluded  a  feparate  peace  vriith  Louis,  turn- 
ed his  whole  force  againft  the  Swifs,  entered 
their  country  with  an  army  of  fvxty  thoufandmen ; 
and,  laying  ficge  to  Granfon,  carried  it  by  af- 
fault.  But  his  Tuccefs  ended  there  :  for,  at  the 
fubfequent  battles  of  Granfon  and  Morat,  he  was 
totally  defeated,  and  his  attempts  upon  Switzer- 
land entirely  fruftrated  ♦.     Nevcrthelefs,  his  rcft- 

lefs 

•  Chirles  entered  Switzerland  confident  of  fubduing  th« 
cnuniry.  The  efieft  which  rhis  unexpected  and  humilianng 
difappointmenc  had  upon  his  fpirits  and  conftirution,  is  re- 
lated by  Philip  de  ComineSy  with   his  ufual   minaceDefsp  m  , 

bis 
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him  to  attack  the  duke  of  Lorraiae.  *  Kat 
ptmcc,  ha™  ^gcd  in  h»  pay  a  body  of 
oghtAou&nd  Swift,  obtained  a  complete  riaorr 
near  Nancy,  owr  Charkt,  who  wa<  flain  in  the 

fcn  Ifciaoin  addtcftd  ta  Angdii  CtoAo,  *rth\ti»M  cf 
Vienw  in  Oavphine,  Hit  accoont  is  cwmim,  and  \wH 
^  fome  ide»  of  the  tbloit  and  utjmnMu  chanOar  of 


••  HU  concern  and  diftraaion  ftr  his  (5rft  defeat  at  Gninfo* 
••  was  fo  mar,  and  nade  fncb  deep  ia^effion  on  his  fpiriii. 
"  diat  It  direw  him  iot*  a  violeat  aid  dangetontfit  of  &faie6 : 
"for,  whereas  before,  his  choler  awinutttral  beat  wu  ft 
*'  J*f^  *".^  ^""k  DO  wine,  onlj  in  the  mornkw  he  took 
Mti2:frP"r."''  ''""fened  wid>  confenrerf  roftttoiefrefla 
"  bmiett :  thisfodden  melandiol};  had  fo  altered  his  couftini- 
"  mn,  be  «m»  now  ftwced  lo  driak  the  ftrongeft  wine  that  eouM 

«ff  ^J*!*"'^?  "^  -?'•'"•    ^"**'   inwder  to  draw  the 
blood  trom  bis  heart,  fome  b»ming  tow  was  pat  into  the  cup- 

•  prog-glaffes,  and  applied  to  his  fide.    But  this,  mr  lord  of- 
1  Vienna,  you  know  b«ter  than  I,  for.  your  lordihfp attended 
«  OD  him  dnnng  the  whole  courfc  of  his  illoefj,  and  fpared  ao 
•«  pams  that  might  contribme  to  hu  recofery :  and  it  was  by 
'«  yomrperfuafioo  that  the  dnke  was    prevailed  upon  to  cue 

*  his  beard,  which  was  of  a  prodigious  length.  In  mf 
"opinion  huunderAinding  was  never  fo  perfeft,  mt  hu 
«  [«««  fo  Mm  and  compofed,  after  this  fit  of  fickaefs.  at 
••before."  * 

UveJabfs  rra»f.  frf.  L  f.  4*3. 

t  The  deadi  of  Charles  at  the  bttle  of  Nancy,  was  attended 
with  fome  very  extraordinary  circupiftanees ,  for  the  panica- 

IMS  of  which,  fee  the  curious  account.  eKtafled  from  ftiKp  d€ 
Commes.  and  the  Chroaique  Scandaleofeof  John  de  Trow 
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His  death  terminated  this  bloody  vaf ;  ifl 
vrhich  the  Swifs  gave  the  irioft  diftinguifhing 
proofb  of  invincible  valour,  and  fpread  the  fame 
of  their  military  virtues  throughout  all  Europe, 
but  from  which  they  obtained  no  (biid  advaa* 
tage*.  In  fad,  the  principal  and  almoft  fole 
|>enefic  accrued  to  Louis  the  Eleventh ;  as  by  the 
death  of  Charles,  he  not  only  was  releafed  from 
a  dangerous  and  enterprifing  rival,  but  alfo  an- 
nexed the  rich  provinces  of  Burgundy  and  Artois 
to  the  crown  of  France. 

But,  although  the  immediate  advantages  which 
the  Swifs  derived  from  the  death  of  Charles,  were 
unimportant :  yet  the  confequences  operated  verj 
confiderably  on  their  future  politics.  Mary  of 
Burgundy,  the  only  furviving  child  and  hcirefs 
of  Charles,  married  the  archduke  Maximilian, 
cldeft  fon  of  the  emperor  Frederic  the  Third, 
and  afterwards  emperor  himfelf.  By  this  mar- 
riage the  Houfe  of  Auftria  acquired  pofleffion 

of 

•  *•  And  what,"  fay$  Cdmine^.    "  wai  the  occafion  of  dik 
*'  war  ?    It  was  begun  on  account  of  a  waggcm  of  iheq)  ikios 
**  which  the  lord  of  Romont  took  froiu  a  Swi^s,  who  was  pafliog 
<*  through  his  territorries.    If  God  had  not  abandoned  chedokc, 
*'  ic  \i  not  probable,   that  he  would  have  put  himfelf  into  fo 
**  much  danger  for  fo  trifling  a  circuinftance  i  confidenng  the 
*'  offers  that  were  made  to  him  \   againft  what  fon  of  people 
**■  he  was  engaged  ;  and  from  whence  neither  profit  nor  gloiy 
'*  could  acctue  to  him.     For,  the  Swifs  were  not  in  fucfa  rt^ 
*'  pure,  as  they  are  in  at  prefent,  and  nothing  cpuld  bepoorvr: 
*'  infomuch  that  one  of  their  ambafladors,  as  he  was  endet- 
**  vouring  to  prevent  the  duke  from  engaging  in  that  wtr,  re* 
*'  monOrated  ;  that  he  could  gain  nothing  by  attackbi  them : 
"  iox^  their  country  was  fo  barren,  that  the  fpurs  of  his  troops 
M  and  the  bits  of  their  borfes  were  worth  more,  than  couW  ie 
*•  furnifhcd  by  all  the  Swifs  territories,  io  cafe  dicy  were  c«h 
•*  quered. ' 
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of  the  Netherlands ;  and  having  frequent  difputes 
with  France,  the  alliance  of  the  Swifs  was  ftrenu* 
oufly  courted  by  both  parties*  Thus  this  coun- 
try, being  fecured  from  all  invafions,  acceded  as 
occafion  offered  to  the  two  rival  powers ;  and 
aflSfted  each  party  by  turns,  as  the  intrigues,  or 
rather  as  the  fubiidies,  of  the  one  or  the  other 
prevailed. 

Thcfe  intrigues  gave  rife  to  different  alliances, 
€ontra£led  with  the  Houfc  of  Aiiftria,  the  kings 
of  France,  the  pope,  and  the  dukes  of  Savof 
and  Milan.— 'But,  not  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  their  hiftory,  I  will  only  obferve  in  general, 
that  hitherto  the  Swifs  had  aded  with  great  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  all  their  treaties,  and  had  never 
taken  the  field  but  either  tofecure  their  liberties, 
or  to  drive  their  enemies  from  Switzerland*  It 
was  about  the  period  of  the  Burgundian  war, 
that  the  fubfidies  which  they  obtained  from  Louis 
the  Eleventh,  taught  them  the  difgraceful  arts  of 
xnercenary  politics  ;  as  the  rich  plunder  which 
they  took  from  the  duke  of  Burgundy  gave,  in 
feme  meafure,  the  fird  taint  to  their  original  fim- 
plicity  of  manners ;  till  at  length,  Swifs  venality 
p^l  becoqie  a  proverbial  exprcffion. 

I  am,  &c« 
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AniiquitUs  tf  Jhanchiu 


1;  £W  andent  towns  have  occalioned  more 
controvcrfy  among  antiquarians^  oi:  given  rife 
to  fuch  a  variety  of  conje&ures  concerning  its 
origin  and  importance,  as  AvencheSy  the  prin- 
cipal burgh  of  a  bailliagc  in  the  Pays  dc  Vaud. 
Some  contend  that  it  was  the  capital  of  all  Hel- 
vetia; becaufe  Tacitus  calls  it  jiveniicum  geniis 
caput :.  while  others  have  endeavoured  to  provci 
that  by  this  expreiSon  the  hiftorian  intended  only 
to  denote  the  capital  town  of  its  particular  ^^' 
ttiQi.  Agreeably  to  fonic  accounts,  the  city  vas 
built,  and  a  Roman  colony  founded,  by  Vcf- 

pafian: 
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pafian:  with  more  probability,  according  to 
others,  it  was  only  repaired  and  beautified  by  that 
emperor,  after  it  had  been  laid  wafte,  and  almoft 
ruined,  by  Vitellius. 

Without  entering  however  into  dry  and  unin* 
tcrefting  difcuffions,  it  was  formerly  a  vei^  con- 
fiderable  town,  and  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Romans  ;  as  appears  not  only  from  feveral  mile- 
ftones,  found  in  many  parts  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
inoft  of  which  are  numbered  from  jiventiciim^  at 
the  principal  place  of  reference  }  but  more  par- 
ticularly from  the  prefent  ruins.  I  fliall  (lightly 
mention  a  few  of  thefe  ruins,  merely  to  fhew  you, 
that  the  inhabitants  do  not  boaft  of  their  antiqui- 
ty without  fuf&cicnt  evidence* 

We  traced  the  fite  of  the  antient  walls,  which 
appear  to  have  enclofed  a  fpace  near  five  miles 
in  circumference.  The  prefent  town  occupies 
but  a  very  inconfiderablc  part  of  this  ground ;  the 
remainder  is  covered  with  corn-fields  and  mea- 
dows. One  of  the  antient  towers  ilill  exifts:  it 
is  a  femicircular  building,  with  the  convex  fide 
turned  towards  the  town. 

We  next  examined  a  coarfe  mofaic  pavement 
difcovercd  fome  years  ago  in  ploughing  a  field. 
Being  now  enclofed  by  a  barn,  which  is  let  to 
fome  peafants,  the  ignorant  occpiers  are  taking 
the  moft  ciFedual  method  to  deftroy  it,  by  era- 
ploying  it  as  a  drying-houfe  for  tobacco,  and  by 
fuffering  ftrangers  to  take  away  fpecimcns.  Even 
the  government  of  Berne  was  fo  infcnfible  of  its 
value,  that  they  permitted  the  count  of  Caylus 
to  remove  a  pannel,  containing  the  figures  of 
two  Bacchanalians* 

Ihis 
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lliis  mofaic  was  the  floor  of  an  anttent  bath, 
and  is .  about  (ixty  feet  in  length  and  forty  in 
breadth  :  the  general  form  is  perfed ;  and,  al- 
though feveral  parts  arc  broken  and  loft,  yet  from 
the  prefent  remains  the  configuration  of  the  whole 
may  be  eafily  traced. 

The  pavement  confifts  of  three  compartments : 
thofe  at  each  extremity  are  regularly  divided 
into  fifteen  odagons,  eight  fmall  fquares,  and 
fixteen  fmall  triangles.  Five  of  thefe  odagons 
in  e^ich  compartment,  reprefented  human  figures 
in  various  attitudes,  but  chiefly  Bacchanalian 
men  and  women  :  the  remaining  odagons  were 
compofed  of  three  diflFerent  patterns,  llie 
vacant  parts  between  the  o6lagons  are  filled  with 
the  fmall  fquares ;  and  towards  the  outward  bor- 
der, with  the  fmall  triangles.  The  middle  com* 
partment  is  divided  into  oblong  pannels ;  in  the 
largeft  of  which  is  an  o£bagon  bath  of  white  mar- 
ble, about  fix  feet  in  diameter,  and  a  foot 
and  a  half  deep  :  the  fides  of  the  bath  are  orna- 
mented with  dolphins.  Of  thefe  three  com- 
partments,  one  is  almoft  perfeft  ;  the  V)thers  are 
very  much  defaced.  Each  of  the  pannels  is  en- 
circled with  feveral  borders  prettily  diverfified } 
and  a  general  border  enclofes  the  whole. 

Schmidt,  in  his  Recueil  d^ Antiqtutis  de  la  Smjfe^ 
ingcnioufly  conjeftures,  from  a  glory  which  fur- 
rounds  a  head  of  Bacchus  in  this  mofaic,  that  it 
was  wrought  during  fome  part  of  the  intervening 
age  between  Vefpafian  and  Marcus  Aurelius; 
becaufe  that  mark  of  divinity  is  not  ufual  upon 
any  monuments  of  Roman  antiquity  prior  to  that 
period.  He  adds,  that  the  fame  kind  oi  glory  is 
obferved  upon  the  head  of  Trajan  in  an  antient 

painting 
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painting  at  Rome;  upon  that  of  Antoninus  Pius 
on  a  medal ;  and  on  the  arch  of  Conflantine*. 
He  ftrengthcns  this  conjedure,  by  further  re- 
marking, that  the  head-drefs  of  a  fiacchanalian 
woman  reprcfented  in  this  mofaic,  refembles  the 
head-drefs  on  the  medals  of  the  empreffes  Plotina 
and  Sabina  f  • 

From  thence  we  were  conduced  to  the  ruins 
of  an  antient  amphitheatre,  within  the  walls  of 
the  bailif 's  garden.  The  general  form  and  fize 
of  this  building  are  tolerably  perfeft,  as  alfo  parts 
of  the  brick  walls  which  enclofed  it.  The  dia* 
meter  of  the  arena  was,  as  well  as  we  could 
judge  by  pacing  it,  about  eighty  yards :  which 
mu(l  necelTarily  have  been  an  uncertain  eftimate : 
as  a  former  bailif  brought  in  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  earth,  in  order  to  plant  fruit-trees ;  con- 
ceiving, I  fuppofe,  that  good  fruit  was  of  more 
value,  than  to  be  able  to  determine  the  precife 
extent  of  an  antient  amphitheatre.  Under  a 
tower,  partly  built  of  Roman  materials,  is  a  cell 
in  which  the  animals  were  probably  let  loofe  upon 
the  arena.  On  the  outfide  are  ftill  to  be  feen  the 
remains  of  five  dens  :  and  the  walls  are  adorned 
with  feveral  pieces  of  rude  fculpture  confiderably 
defaced. 

Not  far  from  thefe  ruins  (lands  a  large  column 
of  white  marble,  about  fifty  feet  in  height,  com- 
pofed  of    large    mafl'cs,  nicely  joined  together 

without 

•  The  arch  of  Conftanrine  at  Rome  being  partly  formed  from 
the  Forum  of  Trajan,  the  architect  improperly  transferred  the 
figures.  This  circumllance  accounts  for  the  glory  obferved 
round  the  head  of  Trajan,  oa  the  arch  of  Conitantine,  which 
has  been  fuppofed  to  have  reprcfented  the  head  of  Conftan* 
tine. 

f  The  curious  reader  will  find  in  the  Rtcueil,  cited  in  the 
text,  a  very  accurate  defcription  and  engraving  of  this  mjfaic. 
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in  fomc  other  places,  do  not  proceed  fronvtfe 
fame  caufe,  and  arc  not  the  fame  diforder.  But 
fufBcient  rcafons  have  not  been  afligned  for  this 
opinion.  Inuring,  my  expedition  through  the 
Vallais  and  other  parts  of  Switzerland,  I  noticed 
fome  of  all  proportions,  from  the  fize  of  a  wzh 
nut  to  almoit  the  bigncfs  of  a  peck  loaf.  As  the 
fame  gradation  may  be  alfo  obfcrved  in  the  fpc- 
cies  of  idiots  ;  by  a  fimilar  mode  of  argument, 
thofe  who  poflcfs  forac  faint  dawnings  of  reafon 
might  be  difcriminated  from  others,  who  arc  to- 
tally deaf  and  dumb,  and  give  no  proof  of  exift- 
cnce  but  the  mere  animal  fenfations.  Whereas 
it  is  probable,  that  in  both  inftances  the  greater 
or  leflfer  difarrangement  of  the  body  or  mind 
does  not  indicate  a  difference  of  complaint,  but 
only  greater  or  iefler  degrees  of  the  fame  com- 
plaint. 

It  is  to  l>e  prefumed,  that  a  people  accuftom- 
rd  to  thefe  excrefcences,  will  not  be  (hocked  « 
their  deformity  ;  but  I  do  not  find,  as  fome  wri» 
ters  affert>  that  they  confider  them  as  beau* 
tirs.  To  judge  from  the  accounts  of  many  tra- 
vellers, it  might  be  fuppofed,  that  the  natives, 
without  rxception,^  were  either  idiots  or  goi- 
trous :  whereas,  in  faft,  the  Vallaifans,  in  ge- 
neral, are  a  robuft  race  ;  and  all  that  with  truth, 
can  be  afilrmcd,  is,  that  goitrous  perfons,  and 
idiots,  arc  more  abundant  in  fome  diftrias  of  the 
Vallais,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe. 

It  has  been  nlTerted  alfo,  that  the  people  very 
much  refpeft  thefe  idiots,  and  even  confider  them 
as  bltjpffgsfrom  Heaven ;  which  is  ftrongly  con- 
tradift^id  by  others.     Upon  my  queftioning  fomc 

gentlemen 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

When  I  vifited  the  ruins  of  Avenches  in  Oc- 
tober 17869  I  had  much  fiitis&£don  in  findings 
^at  the  baUif,  Mr.  Tchamer,  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  thefe  remains,  and  particularly  to  the 
mofaic.  I  could  not  avoid  remarking  to  the  bai- 
lif,  who  polkely  favoured  us  unth  his  company ; 
tbat  every  lover  of  antiquity  muft  regret,  his  pre- 
deceflbrs  had  not  fhewn  the  fame  tafte ;  as  the 
ruins  of  Avenches  would  have  been  a  greater  ob- 
ytOc  of  curiofity.  Several  excavations  had  beeA 
lately  made,  at  firft  by  Lord  Northampton,  who 
has  a  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  continued 
at  the  expence  of  Berne.  A  coarfe  mofaic  pave- 
ment, a  few  fragments  of  walls  rudely  painted, 
suid  fome  trifling  remains  of  antient  baths,  are 
f be  only  vteftigeS'Of  antiquity  fattfaecto  difcovered. 

I  am,  &c. 
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T0im  and  Cata$n  of  Friburgb— 'Population— Go- 
vemment — Secret  Chamber. 


F 


RIBURGH  was  built  in  wj^  by  Bercbtold 
the  Fourth,  duke  of  Zseringcn,  who  endowed 
it  with  conBdcrable  privileges.  Upon  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  male  line  of  the  houfe  of  Zsringeo, 
in  iai8*9  Ulric  of  Kyburgh  obtained  the  fove- 

reignty, 

•  The  houfe. of  Zatringrn  was  defcended  from  the  antienc 
Conors  oTAIf^ce,  by  Berchtold  count  of  BnTgnu.  Hw  grtiid- 
foo^  Berchtold  the  Second,  built  the  caftle  of  Z^inj^en,  fico- 
atednear  a  village  of  the  fame  name,  not  far.  from  the  prefem 
town  of  Frtburph,  capital  of  the  Brifgau.  Upon  the  demife  of 
Berchrold  the  Fifth,  the  laft  duke,  without  male  iCue,  his  rer^ 
ritorieswere  divided  between  his  collateral  heirs*  the  dukes  of 
Tecky  and  his  two  fifters  Agnes  and  Anne.  Agnes  married 
Egeno,  count  of  Urach  ;  bv  which  marriage  he  obraioed  pof- 
fcflion  of  Friburgh  in  the  Brifgau  ;  his  potleriry  were  called 
counts  of  Fri  burgh.  Anue  married  Ulric,  count  of  Kyburgh: 
their  daughter  Hedwige,  was  wife  of  Albert  count  of  Hab* 
Ihurgh*  and  mother  of  the  emperor  Rodoiph  the  Fiift» 
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reign^y,  in  right  of  his  wife  Anne,  fifter  of  the 
laft  dufcc  Bcrchtold  the  Fifth.  It  came  by  mar- 
riage into  the  pofleilion  of  Eberhard  count  of 
Habfburgh-l^uflFenburgh  ;  who  fold  it  to  his 
coufin  Rhodolph  of  Habfburgh,  afterwards  em- 
peror. During  this  period  a  continual  rivalfliip 
fubfifting  between  Berne  and  Friburgh,  they 
were  frequently  engaged  in  mutual  hoftiiities  : 
at  length  all  differences  were  compofed  ;  and 
the  two  cities,  in  1403,  entered  into  a  perpetual 
alliance. 

Friburgh  continued  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  was  concerned  in  all  the 
quarrels  in  which  that  family  was  engaged  with 
the  Swifs  republics,  until  the  middle  of  the  fif- 
teenth century  ;  when,  by  a  very  lingular  revo- 
lution, it  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  arch- 
duke Albert,  and  put  itfelf  under  the  proteftioa 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy*  From  this  sra  it  occafi- 
onally  aflided  the  cantons ,  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria ;  and  in  the  war  between  the  Swifs  an4 
Charles  the  Bold,  its  troops  had  a  ihare  in  the 
vi£kories  of  Granlon  and  Morat.  Soon  after  the 
battle  of  Morat,  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  at  the  in- 
terceifion  of  Berne,  renouncing  all  right  and  title 
to  the  town*  of  Friburgh,  ^t  became  a  free  and 
independent  republic;  and,  in  1481,  was  ad- 
mitted, together  with  Soleurc,  a  member  of  the 
Helvetic  confederacy. 

The  (ituation  of  the  town,  though  not  one  of 
the  mod  beautiful,  is  certainly  one  of  the  mo(t 
pidurefque  and  wild  in  Switzerland.  It  (tand« 
partly  in  a  fmall  plain,  partly  on  bold  acclivities^^ 
on  a  ridge  of  rugged  rocks,  half  encircled  by  the 
river  Sane  ;  and  is  fo  entirely  concealed,  by  the 
Yoju.  L  LI.         circumjacent 
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'  vith  more  propriety  by  others  Le  Dome  du  Milieu^ 
or  the  Middle  Dome;  thence  it  defcends  into 
another  concave  furface,  terminating  in  a  point 
indifcriminately  ftyled  by  the  natives  Aiguille 
de  Goutij  Point  de  GoutCj  and  Dome  de  Goute^  and 
vhich  I  (hall  name  the  Dome  of  Gouti :  from 
that  dome  it  ends  abruptly,  and  lofes  itfelf 
amid  the  mountains  that  bound  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny. 

Mont  Blanc  is  particularly  diftinguiflied 
from  other  mountains,  by  having  its  fummit  and 
fides  clothed  to  a  conliderable  depth  with  a 
mantle  of  fnow,  almoft  without  the  intervention 
of  the  Icaft  rock  to  break  the  glare  of  the  white 
appearance  ;  from  whence  its  name  is  derived. 
This  circumftance  frequently  deceives  the  eye 
unaccuftomed  to  fuch  objeds,  and  in  many 
iittiations  renders  it  lefs  lofty  in  appearance,  than 
it  is  in  reality.  Although  its  fummit  was  elevated 
snore  than  {even  thoufand  feet  above  the  fpot 
where  I  flood,  yet  it  did  not  imprefs  me  with 
that  afloniflimeht'  whijch  might  be  expe£ked 
from  its  fuperior  height  and  magnitude  above 
the  circumjacent  mountains'.'  '  I  wasp  indeed  more 
ftruck  with  the  firft  view  of  the  Shrcckhorn 
from  the  top  of  the  Scheidec,  than  of  Mont 
Blanc  from  the  Col  dc  Balme/  *  The  fummit  of 
Mont  Blanc  being  of  a  roundilh  form,  and 
covered  with  friow,  unites  beauty  with  grandeur ; 
whereas  the  Schreckhorn  bcing"^piked,  naked, 
and  its  (hagged  fides  only  ftreakcd  with  fnow,  its 
jgrand  charaaeriftics  are  ruggednefs  and  horror-} 
and  hence,  indeed,  it  derives  its  name  of  Schreck* 
'  '      ' •  '  '     horn. 
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the  highcfl:   point  of  the  rock,  and  on  the  very- 
edge  of  the  precipice,  appears,  half- hanging  in 
the  air,  the  gate  of  the  town  called  Bourguillon  : 
a  ftranger  (landing  on  the  bridge  would  compare 
it  to  Laputa,  or  the  Flying  Ifland  in   Gulliver's 
Travels ;  and  would  not  conceive    it   to  be  ac- 
ceilible  but  by  means  of  a  cord  and  pulleys.     \ti 
the  midft  of  the  river  I  obferved  a  large  fragment 
of  done,  which  a  few  years  ago  fell  from  the  rocky 
heights,  was  carried  under  one  of  the  arches, 
and  in  conjundion  with  other  fragments  ftopped 
the  current,  raifed  it  more  than  ten  feet  above  its 
ufuaUcvel,  threatening  the    lower   parts  of  the 
town  with  a  fudden  inundation. 

A  traveller  fond  of  wild  and  romantic  fcenery 
will  not  fall  to  vifit  the  Moulin  de  la  Motte,  and 
the  valley  of  Gotcron.  1  he  Moulin  de  la  Mottc 
is  a  miller's  dwelling,  hollowed  in  tlie  midil  of 
an  impending  rock ;  near  it  iflfues  a  fmall  torrent, 
which  turning  the  mill,  falls  within  a  few  paces 
into  the  Sane.  This  Angular  dwelling  feems  fo 
far  removed  from  **  the  bufy  bum  of  men^^  as  to 
be  rather  fituated  in  a  remote  folitude,  than 
within  the  walls  of  a  fortified  town.  Near  it 
there  is  an  afcent  of  four  hundred  fteps.  to  the 
Place  dcs  iioncaines,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
town.  . 

The  valley  of  Goteron,  which  lies  on  the 
north^weft  of  the  town  near  the  bridge  leading 
to  Berne,  takes  its  name  from  the  Gotcron,  a 
fmall  rivulet  that  runs  through  it,  and  turns 
fcverp.l  mills.  This  valley,  extremely  narrow 
and  above  two  miles  in  length,  is  bounded  on 
each  fide  by  high  and  overhanging  rocks  of  fand- 
ftone.  M.  Vernct,  the  celebrated  landfcapc  paiiv- 
L  1  2  ter. 
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tain  in  Europe,   and    probably  of  the  antient 
worid. 

According  to  the  calculations  of  Mr.  De  Luc, 
(by  whofe  improvement  of  the  barometer,  eie* 
vations  are  taken  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  be- 
fore unattainable),  tbe  height  of  this  mountain 
above  the  level  of  the  fca  is  2,39 1^-  French 
toifes,  or  15,304  Englifli  feet*}  or,  according 
to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  of  15,662  feet; 
which  gives  a  difference  of  only  558  feet. 

Mr.  de  Luc  having  found  the  attitude  of  the 
Buet^  from  thence  took  geometrically  the  cle- 
vatioa  of  Mont  Blanc.  The  labours  of  this  ce- 
lebrated naturalifl,  and  his  rules  for  computing 
heights  by  the  barometer,  are  to  be  found  in  his 
very  valuable  treatife,  **  Sur  les  Modifications  di 
VAtmofpbere.**  Thefc  rules  arc  explained,  and 
his.ts^bles  reduced  to  Englifli  meafure,  by  Dr. 
IWafkelyne,  R.  A. ;  and  ftill  more  fully  by  Dr. 
Horsey  :  both  thefe  treatifes  are  publiOied  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadions  for  the  year  1774. 

Tbe  accuracy  of  the  barometrical  meafure- 
xnents  made  by  Mr.  de  Luc,  was  verified  by  Sir 
George  Schuckborough,  in  a  number  of  ingeni- 
ous experiments  towards  afcertaining  the  deva- 
tioa  of  feveral  mountains  of  Savoy,  a  fhort  time 
before  1  arrived  at  Geneva.     He  followed  Mr.  de 

Luc'« 

•  In  reducing  tTie  French  toife,  which  is  equal  to  fi.^ 
French  feer,  to  Engli/h  meafure,  Lhtveconfidered  ibe  pro- 
portion of  the  Englirti  to  the  French  foot  as  15  10  i6.  I» 
real  prooortion,  according  to^  ihc  accurate  oilculation  of 
Sir  G«orge  Schuckborough,  is  TtTTT*  or  1 5  to  16  and  a 
fmiill  fradion  :  but  the  error  ia  my  calculation  being  not 
one  lolfe  in  a  thoufand,  1  have,  in  order  to  prevent  con 
fufion,   omitted  the  finall  fradlion.    ..    , 
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aadfopper feldom  later  than  eight.  I  never  ex- 
pecienced  a  more  cordial  reception  in  any  town 
of  Switzerland. 

The  bifliop  of  Laufanne,  called  here  the  bifhop 
of  Friburgh,  reGdes  in  this  cit^.  He  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  p<^9  ufu^Uy  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  French  court;  and  his  revenues,  include 
ixig  a  fmall  penHon  from  France,  and  from  the 
afal>ey  of  Hanterivc,  of  which  he  was  abbot, 
amount  to  about  400I.  per  ann.  His  diocefe 
extends  over  the  whole  canton,  and  part  of  that 
of  Solenre.  in  all  his  a£ls  and  deeds  he  figns 
luoafeif  Bifliop  and  Count  of  Laufanne,and  Prince 
of  the  German  empire. 

The  prefent  bilhop,  Bernhard  of  Lenzburgh, 
is  a  man  of  letters,  and  an  honous  to  his  profef^ 
fion  t  he  is  employed  in  preparing  for  the  publie 
a  biography  of  the  illoRrious  and  learned  men 
bom  in  the  canton  of  Friburgh,  who  have  diftin- 
gttiiied  themfelves,  either  in  the  civi},  military, 
or  literary  line. 

This  canton  is  entirely  catholic.  Its  popu^ 
lation  in  1785  may  be  eftimated  from  the  foUowr 
ing  table. 


The  town  contained 

5,001 

The  environs         ... 

i5»5^o 

The  remainder  of  the  Canton      • 

•      33*078 

Abfentees         .             •             . 

4,009 

Number  of  inhabitants        «      579  5^9 

The  fovercign  power  refides  in  the  Great 
Council  of  Two  Hundred  ;  comprizing  the  two 
Advoyers,  the  Chancellor,  the  Qrand  S^utier, 

the 
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the  Senate,  or  Little  Council  of  Twenty-four, 
the  Sixty,  from  which  boay  arc  chofcn  the  ban- 
iicrets  and  principal  magiftratcs,  and  the  remain- 
ing  hundred  and  twelve  members,  who  arc  fim- 
ply  denominated  Burghers. 

1  he  only  perfons  capable  of  being  defied 
members  of  this  fovcrci^n  council,  and  of  courfe 
enjoying  any  (hare  in  the  government,  arc  the 
furet  burghers,  or  a  certain  number  of  families 
divided  into  four  banniere^^  or  tribes  of  the  town : 
they  are  called  fecret  burghers,  in  order  to  dif- 
tinguifli  them  from  the  other  citizens,  partly  in- 
habiting the  town,  and  partly  the.  twenty-four  pa- 
riflies  in  the  environs.  The  latter  enjoy  the  right 
of  appointing  the  advoyers,  from  certain  candi- 
dates propofed  by  the  fixty,  and  of  annually  con- 
firming the  faid  magiflrates.  Hence  many  au- 
thors have  called  this  government  arifto-demo- 
cratical,  but  erroneoufly ;  for,  as  the  power  of 
the  people  is  confined  to  the  ad  of  choofing  and 
confirming  the  two  advoyers ;  and  as  the  fu- 
prtmc  authority  abfolutely  rcfides  in  the  coun- 
cil of  two  hundred,  neccffarily  fuppUed  by  a 
limited  number  of  patrician  families,  the  govern- 
ment is,  in  the  ft  rifted  fenfe,  a  mere  arifto- 
cracy. 

Inftcad  of  troubling  you  with  an  uninterefting 
detail  of  thofe  points  in  which  the  government 
of  Friburgh  rcfcmblcs  that  of  the  other  ariftocra- 
tical  cantons,  I  (hall  confine  myfclf  to  thofe  pc- 
1  uliar  circumftanccs  by  which  it  is  difcriminatcd 
from  them.  This  difl'erence  may  be  principally 
fJiid  to  confift  in  the  three  following  articles  : 

I .  The  blind  ballot^  or  mode  by  which  fcvcral 
important  offices   axe  fupplied,  and  particularly 

by 
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by  ^^hich  the  members  of  the  fenate  and  the  fixty 
^c  chofen.     This  mode  of  election  was  inftitat- 
ed  in  order  to  prevent  venality  ;  and  is  too  fingu- 
iar  QOt  to  be  diftindly  explained.     The  names  of 
the  candidates  are  placed  privately  in  a  box,  con- 
taining^ as  many  partitions  as  there  are  perfons 
who  foUcit  the  charge*     Into  each  of  thefe  parti- 
tions  the  ele£lors    throw  in    their  fuffrages    as 
chance   direds,  without  knowing  to  yrhom  they 
may  happen  to  give  their  votes  ;  and  the  candi- 
date who  has  the  mod  of  thefe  cafual  ballots  1% 
cUaed* 

a.  The  claufe  which  difables  certain  noble  fa- 
milies from  b^arix^  the  office  of  banneret,  or 
from  being  chofen  members  of  ihcfecret  chamber. 
Thefe  families  are  fixteen  in  number :  fome  were 
acknowledged  noble,  even  as  early  as  the  foun- 
dation of  the  republic  ;  others  fucceflively  obr 
tained  titles  of  counts  and  barons  from  the  fo- 
reign princes  to  whom  they  were  attached,  and 
jn  whofe  armies  they  had  ferved. 

3*  But    the   mod    remarkable  circumftance 

which  difcriminates  the  conftitution  of  Friburgh 

from  that  of  the  other  ariftocratical  cantons,  is  a 

committee  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  5^- 

fret  Chamber^  which,  though  not  any  public  or 

rcfponfible  part  of  adminiftration,  is  yet  the  con- 

c.eaied  fpring  that  puts  the  wheels  of  government 

in  motion.     As  the  prerogatives  and  operation 

of  this  fecret  chamber  are  in  general  but  little 

Known*  and  ftill  lefs  underftood ;  I  flatter  myfelf 

that  it  will  not   be  uninterefting  to  lay  before 

you  a  coi^cife  account  of  its  origin  and  confti- 

Wiop. 

The 
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The  fecret  chamber^  forming  3  part  of  the 
council  of  fixty,  is  compofcd  of  the  four  ban- 
nerets, who  are  reciprocally  chofen  by  the  coun- 
cil of  two  hundred  from  the  four  tribes  ;  and  of 
twenty* four  members,  who  are  appointed  by  a 
majority  of  their  own  body :  the  former  remain 
in  oiSce  four  years  \  the  latter  continue  for 
life. 

The  ficrei  chamber  affembtes  ordinarily  four 
times  in  the  year,  or  ofcner  if  occafk>n  requires  : 
and  is  conroked  by  a  banneret.  The  two  prin- 
cipal meetings  of  this  body  are  between  the  Sun- 
day before  St.  John's  day  and  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June ;  and  ufually  on  the  annirerfary  of  the 
battle  of  Morati  for  the  pnrpofe  of  appointing 
the  vacant  phces  in  the  council  of  two  hundred ; 
and  on  Tuefday  in  Whitfun-week»  when  they 
fupply  the  vacancies  in  their  own  body. 

Its  origin  is  thus  traced  in  the  records  of  the 
republic.  From  1347  to  1387,  the  three  ban- 
nerets nominated  twenty  perfons  from  each  of 
the  three  tribes  into  which  it  was  then  divided  ; 
and  thefc  fixty  aflcmbled  on  the  Sunday  before 
St.  John's  day,  tocdablilh  the  Little  CouRcii 
and  clcdt  the  treafurcr ;  from  hence  is  derived 
the  origin  of  the  fixty ,  and  of  the  affembly  which 
meets  on  the  Sunday  now  called  Secret  Sunday* 
h  confifts  of  the  whole  council  of  two  hundred, 
excepting  the  advoyers  and  fenate,  and  is  pre- 
fided  by  the  chancellor,  the  four  bannerets,  and 
the  members  of  the  fecret  chamber  ^  who  take  the 
puces  of  the  fcnators.  This  affembly  reviews, 
confirms,  or  ccnfurcs,  if  ncccffary,  the  fenators, 
the  bannerets,  and  the  fixty  j    the  members  of 

each 
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each  tribe  retire,  while  their  condu£k  is  exa- 
mined and  reviewed  by  the  remainder.  The 
fame  aiTembly  fills  up  alfo  the  vacant  plac<^ 
in  the  fenate,  and  in  the  iixty,  by  blinU  bal- 
lot. 

In  13879  the  nomination  of  the  fixty  was 
transferred  from  the  bannerets  to  the  aflembly 
which  met  on  the  Secret  Swlday : '  and  that  af- 
fembly  was  alfo  empowered  to  appoint  the  Lit- . 
tie  Council,  the  treafurcr,  the  fixty,  and  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  two  hundred.  By  a 
charter  of  the  fame  year,  fotir  coadjutors,  drawn 
from  the  fixty,  are  given  to  each  banneret :  and 
it  appears  that  thele  coadjutors  were  chofen,  in 
tb«  fame  manner  as  the  bannerets,  feparately  by 
each  tribe ;  and  this  may  probably  be  conGdered 
as  the  origin  of  the  Jecret  chamber.  A  charter 
of  the  year  1392^  confirms  the  Secret  Sunday  ia 
the  right  of  nominating  the  fixty,  and  confers  on 
the  bannerets  that  of  chooOng  the  prud-hommesy 
who  accoi^panied  them  when  they  convoked  the 
people  on  St.  Jean's  day,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  bannerets  alio  appointed  tbeir  coadju* 
tor$.  This  nomination  took  place,  as  at  prefent, 
on  the  Tuefday  in  Whitfun-wcek.  'XTic  town 
being  at  that  period  only  divided  into  three 
tribes,  the  coadjutors  were  limited  to  twelve ;  and 
when  a  fourth  tribe  was  added,  their  number 
was  augmented  to  fixteen. 

A. charter  dated  1404  confirms,  in  many 
inftances,  the  abovementioned  arrangements  ; 
but  does  not  grant  to  the  Secret  Sunday  the  not 
mination  of  the  two  hundred  :  a  right  at  that 
time  enjoyed  by  the  bannerets,  who  ihared  it  with 

their 
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their  coadjutors,  or  ilitfecreis  ;  and  thus  is  pro* 
bably  derived  the  power  of  appointing  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  hundred,  fmce  conflantly  ezer- 
cifed  by  the  bannerets  znd  fecrett* 

The  fame  charter  orders  the  bannerets  to  af^ 
fembie  on  Wbit-Tuefday,  in  conjundion  with 
the  fixty  of  the  preceding  year,  for  the  purpofe 
of  choofing  four  members  of  the  fixty  from  each 
tribe,  who  (hould  accompany  the  bannerets  when 
they  convoked  the  aflembly  of  burghers  and  in- 
habitants on  St.  John's  day ;  and  two  additional 
members  for  convening  the  aflembly  of  Secret 
Sunday.  Here  then  are  fix  perfons  from  each 
tribe  employed  in  thefe  convocations,  or  in  all 
twenty-four  perfons,  the  number  of  'members 
who  now  form  the  fecret  chamber.  The  fame 
charter  alfo  enjoins  the  bannerets  and  Jectets  to 
colleft  the  votes  in  all  eledions  and  deliberations ; 
an  office  which  they  continue  to  exercife  to  this 
day. 

As  early  4s  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century, 
the  bannerets  znAfecrets  aflembled'at  Chriftmas 
and  Eafter,  for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  and  di- 
gefting  fuch  motions  as  were  to  belaid  before  the 
Council  of  two  hundred,  which  adopted,  modi- 
fied, or  rejefted  them. 

As  the  bannerets  probably  continued  to  em- 
ploy the  fame  coadjutors  in  convoking  the  af- 
lemblies  on  St.  John's  day,  and  on  Secret  Sun* 
day^  tht  fecret  chamber^  compofed  of  thefe  twen- 
ty-four coadjutors,  at  length  became  a  perma- 
nent body ;  and  enjoys  the  following  preroga-* 
tivte.  I.  It  convokes,  in  coniudion  with  the 
bannerets,  the  people  on  St.  Jonn's  day,  and  the 

aflembly 
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aflismbly  which  meets  on  Secret  Sunday.  2,  It 
prepares  and  draws  pp  all  the  haws  and  ordin- 
ances ;  enjoys  the  folc  power  of  propofing  in  the 
Great  Council ;  and,  by  means  of  the  bannerets, 
of  putting  a  negative  pn  any  motion,  by  affirm- 
ing itito  be  contrary  to  the  conditution,  without 
the  neccffity  of  proving  that  it  is  fo.  3,  It  col- 
lects the  votes  in  the  election  or  confirmation  of 
the  advoyer,  at  the  meeting  of  the  people  on  St. 
John^s  day,  and  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Great 
Council.  4*  It  fills  up  all  the  vacancies  in  that 
Council ;  j.  Sufpends,  depofes,  confirms,  and 
cenfures  its  members  ;  6.  Confirms,  or  fufpends 
and  depofes  its  own  members ;  makes  regula- 
tions for  the  interior  adminiflration  of  its  owa 
body ;  appoints  the  manner  of  electing  its  owa 
members,  and  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the 
preat  Council.  7.  Fixes  on  the  time  for  thofe 
elections,  and  the  fum  of  money  which  each 
member  is  permitted  to  receive  from  thofe  who 
are  ele£ted.  8.  It  can  exclude  all  candidates 
from  being  chofen  members  of  the  fenate,  of  the 
fixty,  from  the  office  of  bailifs,  and  other  im- 
portant charges  j  either  by  refufal  to  prefent,  or 
-by  rejecting  (hem  as  incapable. 

All  thefe  prerogatives,  founded  on  authentic 
documents,  or  immemorial  ufage,  were  confirm- 
ed by  the  Council  of  two  hundred,  in  1606, 
1623,  ^nd  particularly  in  1716. 

All  affairs  of  government,  and  all  debates  in 
the  national  affemblies,  are  carried  on  in  the 
German  language  ;  and  as  the  French  tongue  is 
fpoken  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  canton,  and 
particularly  by  the  gentry,  there  are  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Great  Council,  who  do  not  undcr- 
ftand  the  debates. 

Such 
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Such  W9$  the  general  form  of  govemmeiit 
trhen  I  firft  viHted  Friburgh  in  1776  ;  fince  that 
period  it  has  undergone  fomc  very  important  zU 
terations,  the  fubftance  of  which  I  0ia4l  comtBU^ 
nicate  to  yon  in  the  following  letter* 


LETTER 
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LETTER        S2^ 


Origin  and  Sufpreffion  (f  tbi  late  Trotdfles  in  the 
Canton  ef  FrOnLrfb-^Changes  in  the  Form  tf 
'   Government. 


HE  €icdiufivc  right  of  fbariog  in  the  ad* 
fniniftrstion  of  affairs,  enjoyed  by  a  certain 
number  of  families,  in  the  ariftocratical  cantdns, 
hath,  in  conjunftion  with  other  concurrent 
circumftances,  occaHoncd  revolts  in  tbofe  of 
Zuric^  Berne,  and  Lucerne,  which  were  quelled 
by  the  intervention  of  the  other  Helvetic  powers, 
and  prevented  from  again  breaking  out,  by  ju* 
dicious  regulations.  Frzburgh  having  exhibited 
a  recent  example  of  the  fame  kind  ;  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  trace  the  jorigin  aad  prpgrefs  of 
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thofe  intcdine  eommotlonsy  which  have  been  fol* 
lowed  by  a  confiderable  alteration  in  the  form  of 
government.  Accordingly,  I  now  lay  before  you 
the  refult  of  my  enquiries,  impartially  drawn 
from  repeated  converfations  withperfons  of  both 
parties ;  from  an  attentive  perufal  of  feveral  pub- 
lications written  during  the  courfe  of  the  troubles ; 
and  from  fomc  curious  manu|criptg,  which  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  obtain. 

In  the  latter  end  of  April  1781,  an  infurrcc- 
tion  fuddenly  broke  out  in  the  bailliage  of 
Gruyeres,  a  diftrifl  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
cantoii ;  the  inhabitants  whereof  are  extremelj 
jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  zealoufly  attached 
to  all  the  cuftoms  tranfmitted  from  their  ancef* 
tcrs.  Irritated  by  a  few  impolitic  ads  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  petty  vexations  of  the  bailifs ;  by 
the  fecularization  of  Val  Sainte,  a  convent  of 
Chartrcux ;  by  the  abolition  of  feveral  fafts  and 
fcflivals  ;  and  excited  by  the  artifices  of  Chenaux 
and  Cafteliaz,  two  defigning  leaders;  they  rofe 
in  open  rebellion. 

Peter  Nicholas  Chcnaux,  the  chief  of  the  fe- 
dition,  was  a  native  of  la  Tour  de  Trcme,  in  the 
bailliage  of  Gruycres.  This  man  was  greatly 
embarraiTcd  in  his  circumftances,  and  highly  ex- 
afpcrated  againft  government,  having  been  ar- 
reted and  imprifoncd  in  .1771,  for  his  difobedi- 
ent  and  turbulent  conduct.  He  was  in  the  thir- 
ty-eighth year  of  his  age,  of  a  good  figure  and 
cxpreilive  countenance;  and,  being  a  man  of' 
rude  but  popular  eloquence,  and  of  an  overbear- 
ing fpirit,  had  obtained  a  confiderable  influence 
over  the  artlefs  inhabitants.  His  abettor,  John 
Nicholas  Andrew  Caftellaz,  was  a  burgher  of 
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Friburgh  and  advocate  of  Gruyeres :  verfed  in 
all  the  chicanery  of  the  law,  converfant  in  the 
hiftory  and  antlent  records  of  his  c^oi^ntry,  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  privileges  t>f  the  people, 
he  was  the  firft  to  expofe  the  flighteft  oppreiTiona 
of  the  bailif,  and  to  remark  wherever  government 
feemed  to  infringe  their  immunities  or  iflued 
edicts  contrary  to  long  eftabliibed  ufages.  Hav- 
ing a  loud  voice,  and  vehement  elocution,  he 
was  formed  for  popular  affemblies.  He  was  the 
perfon  by  whom  C^henaux  was  principally  dired- 
ed  in  all  di£BcUlt  emergencies  ;  he  drew  up  the 
principal  remonftrances  which^  exaggerating  every 
defe£l  in  the  confUtution,  tended  to  render  go* 
vcrnment  odious,  and  tofpread  difcontents  among 
the  people. 

Thefe  two  leaders  having,  In  eonjundion  with 
other  accomplices,  availed  tbemfelves  of  the 
public  diflatisfadion,  and  engaged  a  qonfider- 
able  number  of  adherent^  ;  held,  in  the  month 
of  April  1781,  regular  meetings  at  Bulle.  Oa 
the  ^4th,  in  particular,  they  infmuated  before  a 
large  aflembly,  that  government  had  formed  a 
de(ign  of  impofing  additional  taxes  of  a  grievous 
nature,  particularly  on  horned  cattle  and  horfes ; 
and  even  of  with-hclding  the  annual  prefent  of 
fait,  which  they  (bared  with  the  burghers  of  Fri- 
burgh. They  reprefented,  that  the  feculariza- 
tion  of  Val  Sainte,  and  the  abolition  of  certain 
feftivals,  implied  a  fettled  determination  to  over- 
turn the  religion  of  their  anceftors :  that  the  go- 
verning party  had  many  enemies  ;  that  the  dcf- 
potifm  of  the  fecret  chamber  was  held  in  uni- 
verfal  abhorrence  ;  that  the  nobles  were  difcon- 
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ixcurfion  towards  the  Summit  (f  the  Couvercle* 


1  N  my  fubfequent  expedition  to  the  valley  of 
Chamouny,  I  had  propofed  pufhing  my  courfc 
ftill  further  towards  the  glacier  of  Talcfre,  but 
particularly  to  the  Couvercle,  of  which  I  had 
read  a  very  curious  defcription  in  Mr.  dc  Sauf- 
furc's  work.  But  having  hurt  my  foot  in  my 
alcent  to  the  Montanvert,  I  was  prevented  from 
executing  my  intended  purpofe.  You  will,  how- 
ever, have  no  reafon  to  regret  my  difappoint- 
mcnt,  on  receiving  the  following  account  of  that 
expedition,  extrafted  from  notes  communicated 
hy  a  friend. 

We   quitted  the  Priory  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing,   accompanied    by    Michael    Paccard    and 
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the  occaHon,  difpatched  fomc  troops  to  arreft 
Chenaux :  but  he,  having  received  information 
from  one  of  his  accomplices  ivho  happened  to  be 
at  that  time  in  the  capital,  efcaped  to  la  Tour  de 
Treme  ;  and,  being  joined  by  the  mod  defpcrate 
of  his  adherents,  determined  to  take  arms  with- 
out delay.  Havine,  by  means  of  his  emiflaries, 
excited  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  among  the  people, 
who  were  informed  that  Chenaux  had  narrowly 
efcaped  an  ,  arreft  for  his  patriotic  attempts  to 
fecure  their  immunities ;  he  ventured  to  repair 
to  Gruyeres,  where  Caftellaz  had  already  collec- 
ted a  confiderable  party.  This  advocate,  having 
aflcmbled  a  large  body  during  the  night,  expati- 
ated, with  much  force  and  eloquence,  on  the 
feveral  grievances,  ufing  various  arguments  in 
favour  of  an  immediate  revolt,  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  were  urged  on  the* 24th  of  April. 
He  accordingly  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  th$y  flew  to  arms  at  five  in 
the  morning,  and  imprifoning  the  bailif,  ereA- 
cd  the  ftandard  of  rebellion.  The  alarm  be- 
ing now  given,  Chenaux  advanced  to  Pofieux, 
which  was  fixed  upon  for  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous ;  from  whence  he  addrefled  a  letter  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Friburgh,  difclaiming  all 
defign  of  having  recourfe  to  violence,  and  re- 
quiring only,  that  the  petitions  and  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  people  (hould  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration. 

On  the  next  morning  he  condufted  about 
fixty  of  his  partizans  to  a  height  overlook- 
ing Friburgh,  with  an  intention  of  furprifmg 
the  city ;    but  finding  the  gates  (hut,  the  for- 
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and  earth  which  the  glaciers  difgorge  on  each  fide, 
after  having  received  them  from  the  fuperim- 
pending  mountains  :  they  are  very  treacherous 
and  difficult  to  walk  upon.  The  ice  upon  which 
thefe  (tones  reft  is  more  hard  and  elevated  than 
that  of  the  reft  of  the  glacier  ;  and  the  earth  is 
laid  in  fuch  regular  and  equable  heaps,  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  art.  As  we  looked  from 
hence  over  the  valley  of  ice,  it  feemed  imprac- 
ticable i  fo  numerous  and  broad  were  the  chafms 
which  interfered  it  in  every  direftion,  many 
bearing  a  tremendous  appearance,  and  of  an 
aftonifhing  depth  :  but  we  foon  found  that  it  only 
required  courage  and  activity.  Inftead  of  cram* 
ponsy  we  had  large  nails  in  our  (hoes,  which  more 
eifedually  anfwered  our  purpofe,  and  our  fpiked 
(licks  were  on  this  occafion  particularly  fervice- 
able.  Having  dcfcended  upon  the  glacier,  ^t 
found  the  ice  foftened  by  a  warm  wind,  which 
rendered  it  lefs  llippery  than  ufual.  We  conti- 
nued along  it  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then 
regained  and  walked  along  the  Moraine  near  half 
an  hour.  We  now  embarked  upon  the  great 
valley  of  ice  called  Glacier  des  Boisj  I  own  not 
without  emotion  to  fee  ourfelves  upoh  this  extra- 
ordinary defcrt,  broken  into  frightful  chafms, 
through  the  maze  of  which  we  were  to  pafs.  It 
was  curious  to  obferve  the  numerous  little  rills 
produced  by  the  colleftion  of  drops  occafioncd 
by  the  thawing  of  the  ice  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  glacier  :  thcfe  little  rills  hollow  out  fmall 
channels,  and  torrent-like  precipitate  themfelvcs 
into  the  chafms  with  a  violent  noife ;  increafing 
the  body  of  waters  formed  by  the  melting  of  the 
interior  furface,  and  finding  an  outlet  under  the 
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confideiice  wis  alfo  raifed  by  the  arrival  of  ibme 
nnlida  from  Morat,  who  entered  the  gates  at 
nkie  in  the  morning,  and  by  tbe  expedation  of 
more   effe&ual    fuccours  from    the   danton   of 

Chi  Ae  preceding  evening  a  meflfenger  had 
beeft  difpatched  to  Berne,  reqaefting  immediate 
affiftance.  He  arrived  in  th&t  city  Toon  after 
midnight :  the  advoyer  d'Erlacfa,  in  the  85th 
year  of  his  age,  inftantly  fummoned  the  Sove- 
reign Council.  "  Gentlemen,*'  exclaimed  the 
venerable  magiftrate^  ^*  on  other  occafions  you 
have  a  year  to  deliberate ;  you  muil  now  inftant- 
1y  zQl  :  Friburgh  is  befieged  by  an  army  of  rebels ; 
let  thofe  who  approve  fending  troops  to  her  relief, 
hold  up  their  hands."  The  members  unani- 
motiily  aflenting,  the  affembly  broke  up ;  and 
twelve  hundred  troops  were  commanded  to 
inarch  without  a  moment's  delay.  Before  the 
clofe  of  the  evening  Major  Rihimer  entered 
Friburgh  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  fotdiers, 
who  paffed  unmolefted  through  flying  parties  of 
the  infurgents ;  at  midnight  a  hundred  and  fifty 
dragoons  arrived,  and  on  the  next  morning 
eight  hundred  infantry  completed  the  reinforce- 
ment. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  troops  infpired  the  magif- 
trates  of  Friburgh  with  perfe£l  confidence  and 
fecuHty,  and  faved  the  town  from  the  mdft  im- 
minent danger.  Nevcrthclefs  the  emiifaries  of 
Chenaux  and  Caftctlaz,  ranging  about  the  coun- 
try, founded  the  church  bells  in  the  various 
towns  and  pariflies,  exclaiming  that  their  religion 
and  liberties  were  threatened  with  immediate 
Mjn  2  annihilation. 
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annihilation.  The  rebel  forces  were  contino^ 
ally  augmenting;  they  began  to  be  joined  by 
many  inhabitants  in  the  environs  of  the  town ; 
and  the  leaft  fuccefs  would  have  increafed  their 
number.  Chenaux  had  feveral  emiffaries  with- 
in the  city,  and  before  mid-day  appeared  be- 
fore Friburgh  at  the  head  of  above  two  thou- 
fand  men ;  eight  hundred  of  wliom  were  pro- 
vided with  muflcers,  the  remainder  with  only 
clubs,  or  the  firft  weapon  which  chance  prefented. 
Having  occupied  the  heights,  he  found  his  fol- 
lowers wavering  and  irrefolute,  and  ftruck  with 
a  general  panic  on  receiving  the  news,  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  from  Berne  had  reinforced 
the  garrifon.  He  pofted  his  followers  however 
in  an  advantageous  fituation,  waiting  with  con- 
fiderable  anxiety  till  his  forces  (hould  be  in- 
creafed, and  an  opportunity  fhould  prefent  it- 
felf  of  commencing  hollilities,  or  of  obtain- 
ing a  general  amnefty  for  himfelf  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

In  this  fituation  of  aflairs.  Major  Rihimer  led 
a  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  dragoons 
from  one  of  the  gates }  while  lieutenant  Froide- 
ville,  at  the  head  of  feventy  foot  and  twenty 
dragoons,  fallied  from  another.  The  Major, 
driving  the  befiegers  from  a  height  which  com- 
manded the  town,  continued  his  march  with  an 
intent  of  attacking  him  in  front ;  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  aRout  a  cannon-ihot,  reconnoitred  eight 
Jiundrcd  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, but  without  artillery.  The  infurgents  no 
fooncr  obferved  the  cannon  planted  againft  them, 
and  perceived  that  the  commander  was  an  officer 
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of  Berne,  than  they  dirpatcfaed  repeated  meflen- 
gers  to  afliire  him  that  they  had  no  hoftile  in- 
tentions }  that  they  were  only  collcfted  to  pe- 
tition for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ;  and  entreated 
him  to  fpare  the  effufioh  of  blood.  Having  re- 
ceived an  anfwer,  that  h<e  would  undertake  to  in- 
tercede in  their  behalf,  iif  they  would  inftantly  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  deliver  up  Chenaux  ;  they 
agreed  to  the  firil  point,  but  refufed  the  fecond. 
The  major  continued' to  enforce  his  demand,  and 
gained  time,  until  lieutenant  Froidcville  appear- 
ed unexpectedly  in  their  rear.  The  two  com^ 
manders  repeating  their  promi£ps,  that  their  jufl: 
remonftrances  (hould  not  be  negle^ed,  the  whole 
troop  furrendered  tbemfelves  prifoners.  Four  of 
the  principal  ringleaders  being  fecured,  the  re- 
mainder, having  delivered  in  their  names  and 
places  of  abode,  were  permitted  to  retire  without 
moleftation. 

Chenaux,  either  finding  it  impoflible  to  excite 
his  followers  to  fuftain  the  attack,  or  being  de^ 
ficient  in  perfonal  courage,  was  among  the  firft 
who  betook  himfelf  to  flight.  Wandering  fron^ 
village  to  village,  he  was,  about  midnight,  ob- 
ferved  near  Pofieux  by  Henry  Roflier,  one  of 
his  principal  accomplices.  Roflier,  willing  to 
fave  his  own  life  by  betraying  his  leader,  feiz- 
cd  hiin  by  the  collar,  reproached  him  for  hav- 
ing reduced  the  people  into  rebellion,  and  for 
his  cowardice  in  forfaking  them  ;  and  then,  with 
the  afliftance  of  Chavaillat  and  Python,  two 
other  infurgcnts,  took  from  him  a  double-bar- 
reled piftol,  and  was  conducing  him  to  Fri- 
|)urgh.      Chenaux,    however,    fuddcnly    difcn- 
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gaging  himrcify  drew  out  a  knife,  and,  vovnd- 
ing  Roi&er  in  Ceveral  places,  endeavoured  to 
efcape  cowards  Pofieux.  But  CtiavaiUat^purfying 
him,  and  Rofiier  {hatching  a  mufket  from  one  of 
his  followers,  Ibon  overtook  him»  and  fummoii* 
ed  him  to  furrender  under  pain  of  inftant  de^b« 
Chenaux,  finding  no  hopes  of  efcapiqg,  and  de^ 
riving  courage  from  defpair,  attackal  Ro^er 
with  fuch  inconfidcrate  fury,  that  he  received 
the  aflailant's  bayonet  iq  his  breaft,  and  expired 
on  the  fpot. 

The  death  of  the  leader,  the  voluntary  fur* 
4rcnder  of  his  principal  aflbciates,  and  the  flight 
of  Cafteliaz,  put  an  end  to  this  ill-concerted  en« 
terprife.  Six  hundred  infurg^nts,  the  only  re* 
mains  of  the  rebels,  were  on  the  next  meaning 
obfervcd  hovering  about  the  capital  i  but  learn* 
ing  the  fate  of  their  leader,  and  the  furrender  of 
the  other  troops,  and  being  attacked  by  ^ 
corps  of  grenadiers,  they  difperfed  without  re- 
fitlance. 

But  although  the  infurrefHon  was  tKus  fup* 
prciTed,  and  all  parties  had  concurred  in  cbaftif* 
ing  rebellion  i  yet  the  fpirit  of  difcontcnt  had 
fpread  itfelf  with  too  great  violence  and  rapidity 
among  all  ranks  of  men,  not  to  convince  the 
rulers  of  the  ftate,  that  the  feeds  of  the  revolt 
lay  deeper  than  appearance^  feemed  to  fuggeft» 
For  it  was  obvious,  that  the  petty  vexations  of 
bailifs,  the  abolition  of  unneceflary  fafts  and  fef- 
tivals,  and  the  feeming  violation  of  a  few  trifling 
immunities,  however  exaggerated  by  the  artifices 
of  the  moft  defigning  leaders,  could  never  have 
been  fufficiently  powerful  to  excite  the  people  of 
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Gniyeres  to  the  defperate  e&tfemity  of  taking 
arms  againft  their  lawful  fovereigns  ;  if  govern- 
ment had  not  been  extremely  unpopular;    if 
fereral  grievances  of  an  oppreflive  nature  bad  x 
not  required  to  be  redrefled;    feveral  odious 
reftridions  to  be  removed ;  and  feveral  defers 
in  the  conftitution  to  bt  remedied.    Influenced 
by  thefe  confiderations,  gdvernment,  in  a  ma- 
aifefto  iflued  on  the  nth  of  May,  after  granting 
a  general  amnefty  to  all  the  infurgents,  except- 
ing a  few  of  the  ringleaders^  found  it  ncceflary 
to  invite  the  fubjeds  of  all  ranks  and  denomi- 
nations  to  prefent  remonftrances,  to  make  re«- 
prefentations,  and  to  petition  againft  grievances. 
About    the    fame    time   the  three   cantons  of 
Berne,  Lucerne,    and    Soleure   difpatched   de- 
puties to  Friburgh,  offering  their  mediation  to- 
wards   compofmg   the    diflentions    of  the  re« 
jmblic. 

In  confequence  of  this  manifefto,  many  peti^ 
tions  and  remonftrances  were  prefented  to  the 
great  council,  either  claiming  the  renewal  of  ob» 
folete  rights,  the  removal  of  certain  reflriSions, 
or  the  abolition  of  various  taxes ;  demanding 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  an  amendment  of  the 
conftitution ;  or  complaining  of  an  infringement 
of  popular  franchifes.     As  it  would  be  needlefs 
to   mention  all  the   complaints    and    plans    of 
amendment   which  were  diSated  by  the  fpirit 
of  party  and  frenzy  of  innovation,  I  (hall  con* 
fine    myfeff  to   three  principal    points   of   dis- 
pute, which  occafioned  the  moft  violent  alter* 
cations ;  and  which  would  never  have  been  com- 
promifed,  if  the  three  mediating  cantons  had  not 
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powerfully  aad  cflFcftually  interfered:  i.  The 
diTqualification  of  the  nobility  from  the  office  of 
bannerets  and  fecrets ;  a.  The  exorbitant  pre- 
rogatives  and  influence  of  the  fecret  chamber ; 
and  3.  The  cxclufive  privileges  of  the  fecret 
burghers. 

1.  With  refpe£l  to  the  Rrft  point  in  agitation, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  exclufion  of  the 
noble  families  from  the  charge  of  bannerets  and 
oi  fecrets  appeared  fufficiently  reafonable,  as  long 
as  the  gorernment  was  democratical,  and  the 
bannerets  were,  according  to  the  antient  char- 
ters, chofen  from  the  people ;  and  of  courfe 
when  neither  they,  nor  their  coadjutors,  the 
ft  ( rets,  could  be  taken  from  the  nobility.  But 
when  the  gpvernmcnt  was  changed  from  a  de- 
mocracy to  an  ariftocracy,  and  the  municipal  ad- 
miniflration  no  longer  fubfifted  \  and  particular* 
]y  when  the  troubles  excitecl  by  the  bannerets, 
in  1553,  obliged  the  Council  bt  two  hundred  to 
transfer  from  the  people  to  themfelves  the  right 
of  appointing  thole  magiftrates ;  the  difquaiifi- 
cation  of  the  nobility,  which  was  founded  .in 
democratical  jealoufy,  ought  to  have  no  longer 
fubfifted.  Their  remonftranccs  were  therefore 
juft,  and  would  have  been  dill  more  reafonable, 
if  the  troubles  of  the  republic  had  not  rendered 
them  dangerous. 

a.  As  to  the  ftcond  point  in  queftion :  theex- 
tenfive  power  and  extraordinary  influence  of  the 
fccret  chamber^  could  not  fail  to  create  jealoufies 
and  difcontents  among  all  ranks  of  men.  For, 
on  confidering  the  detail  of  their  prerogatives, 
as  laid  do\^n  in  the  preceding  letter,  it  mud 
appear,  that  ahhcugh  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee 
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mittee  enjoyed  no  pofitive  authority  m  enading 
or  annulling  laws ;  yet  by  being  the  depofitaries 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  ultimate  framers 
of  all  decrees  ;  by  having  the  fole  riglit  of  pro- 
pofing,  and  a  negative  on'  all  the  rcfolutions 
of  the  great  council,  no  motion  could  pafs 
without  their  concurrence.  It  is  alfo  no  leb 
obvious,  that  the  power  of  making  regulations 
for  the  interior  adminiftration  of  their  own  af- 
fairs, myfterioufly  conceailed  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  Sovereign  Council,  might  give  rife  to 
dangerous  abufes  >  that  the  members  of  the 
chamber  eventually  enjoyed,  by  the  power  of 
excluding  from  all  charges,  that  of  nomination ; 
that  by  appointing  to  the  vacancies  in  their  own 
body  it  was  to  be  feared,  what  in  cScSt  happen- 
ed, that  an  admiflion  into  the  /ecrei  chamber 
would  be  chiefly  confined  to  a  few  families  ;  that, 
as  they  ^lled  up  all  the  eledions  in  the  Council 
of  two  Hundred,  thefe  eledions  would  depend 
entirely  upon  a  few  pcrfons  who  poffcfled  the 
greateft  credit ;  and  that  thus  the  government 
would  gradually  but  neceflarily  tend  to  a  narrow* 
er  oligarchy. 

3.  The  third  point  in  debate,  namely,  the  ex* 
clufive  privileges  of  tYitfecret  burghers,'  opened  a 
much  larger  and  more  dangerous  jScld  of  con- 
tention. The  demand  pf  the  other  burghers 
that,  according  to  the  anticnt  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  right  of  being  clefted  into  the  Great 
Council  and  confequently  a  fliare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration of  affairs,  inllead  of  being  exclu- 
fively  confined  to  the  fecret  burghers,  fhould  be 
alfo  cxtchdedto  them ;  feemcd  to  militate  againft 
(he  fundamental  laws  of  the  republic,  and  to  in- 
volve 
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volve  a  total  change  in  the  very  eflence  of  the 
conftitution.  « 

The  remaining  part  of  the  year  was  employed 
in  agitating  thcfe  points  of  difpute  ;  which  gave 
rife  to  many  political  and  hiftoricad  difcuffions, 
and  occafioned  feveral  curious  refearches  into 
the  origin  of  the  fscret  chamber^  and  the  rife  of 
the  diftinftion  between  the  fecret  and  other 
burghers. 

For  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  thcfe  quef- 
tioris,  the  popular  party  demanded  accels  to  the 
archives  ;  but  met  with  delays  and  refufals  on 
the  part  of  government ;  which  confidered  fuch 
an  inquiry  as  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  cal- 
culated to  introduce  ladious  innovations  in  the 
ftatc. 

Exafperated  by  repeated  refufals,  the  populace 
began  to  fiiew  figns  of  difcontent,  and  to  aflem- 
ble  in  great  crouds  at  the  place  where  Chenaux 
was  put  to  death :  they  marched  in  folemn  pro- 
ceflion,  bearing  croiTes  and  colours,  and  chaunt- 
ing  hymns  and  requiems  in  honour  of  this  martyr 
(as  they  called  him)  to  the  religion  and  liberties 
of  his  country,  Thcfe  tumultuous  meetings 
would  probably  have  ended  in  another  infurrcc- 
tion,  if  the  bi(hop  of  Laufanne  had  not  forbidden 
them,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  To- 
wards the  concluCon  of  the  year,  the  deputies 
from  Berne,  Lucerne,  and  Soleure,  arrived  at 
Friburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  compofing  the  dif- 
ferences fubfifting  in  the  capital.  Thefe  depu- 
ties, in  order  to  conciliate  the  burghers,  who 
were  no  lefs  violent  in  favour  of  the  nobles  than 
in  extending  their  own  immunities,  prevailed 
upon  adminiftration  to  repeal  the  difabling  claufc. 

With 
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With  rcfped,  however,  to  the  other  fubjcfts 
of  controverfy  ;  ^%  they  conceiYcd  it  dangerous 
to  entruft  the  leaders  of  a  heated  populace  vlt^ 
the  records  of  government,  which  might  be 
attended  ^ith  proje£t$  of  endlefs  innovation ; 
they  propofed,  that  the  Great  Council  (hould 
order  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  declaration  fit- 
ting forth  the  privileges  and  franchifes  of  the 
burghers;  ^nd  that  for  the  future  this  declara* 
tton  fbould  be  cooAdered  as  a  fundamental 
code. 

But  although  thefe  efiential  points  were  ob* 
tained,  yet  fo  many  fubjeds  of  altercation  ftiil 
remained,  that  for  fome  time  all  further  plans 
towards  finally  eompofing  the  differences  were 
fruitlefs.  The  deputies  repaired  to  Morat,  where 
they  were  employed,  from  the  afth  of  April  178a 
to  the  a5th  of  July,  in  hearing  appeals,  revifmg 
and  confidering  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  and 
confulting  on  the  beft  methods  to  conciliate  the 
two  parties. 

So  greatly  however  were  the  burghers  diflatif- 
fied  with  the- chiefs  of  the  ariftocracy,  that  they 
formed  a  refolution  to  refufe  taking  the  annual 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Great  Council ;  nor 
were  they  without  great  dii&culty  prevailed  up- 
on, by  the  three  deputies  in  perfon  (who  repaired 
to  Friburgh  for  that  purpofe)  to  perform  the 
ufual  homage.  Difplcafed,  nevcrthcicfs,  with 
the  deputies  themfclves,  and  confidering  tlicm 
as  too  partial  to  adminiftration,  they  delivered  a 
xnemorial;  in  which,  after  reprefenting  their 
grievances,  they  threatened  to  appeal  to  the 
general  diet  of  the  thirteen  cantons  afTembled  at 
Frauenfifild. 

A  meafure 
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A  meafare  of  fo  alarming  a  natare,  tended  to 
produce  a  very  material  change  in  the  principles 
of  the  Helvetic  Union ;  and  was  accordingly  re* 
probated  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  by  the  Inem* 
bers  of  that  confederacy.     For  it  was  urged 
(and  with  great  reafon)  that  by  introducing  an 
innovation  of  fuch  pubUc  notoriety,  the  difputes 
between  the  refpe^ive   governments  and  their 
fubje&s  would  be  liable  to  become  more  nu- 
merous and  dangerous}    and  that  in  the  end 
each  canton  would  h\l  under  the  guardianlhip 
of  the  remainder.     On  the  other  hand,    what 
rendered  the  prefent  crifis  of  affairs  ftill  more 
alarming  was,  that  the  court  of  France,  confulred 
by  feveral  leading  members  in  adminift ration, 
had  offered  her  good  offices  towards  compofing 
the  diffentions.     And  although  the  three  can- 
tons   had,    with    confiftent    dignity,    declared 
againft  the  intervention  of  any  foreign  power, 
and  that  Friburgh,  on  acceptmg  fuch  a  media- 
tion, (hould  be  excluded  from  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy ;    yet  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  that 
on  an  increafe  of  the  troubles,  the  French  would 
find  fome  pretext   to   interfere  in    the    affairs 
of  Friburgh,  as  they  were  actually  engaged  in 
thbfe  of  Geneva :  and  ^^  woe  upon  that  repub- 
lic,*'  faid  the  affertors  of  Swifs  independence, 
*^  in  whofe  internal  politics  foreign  powers  in- 
terpofc." 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  three 
mediating  cantons,  anxious  to  bring  matters  to 
a  fpeedy  conclufion,  prevailed  upon  the  ruling 
party  to  confent  to  feveral  alterations  in  the  con- 
ftitution.  '  At  length,  after  various  delays,  dif- 
putds,  and  conferences,  the  deputies  publifhcd, 

ou 
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on  the  19th  of  June,  a  manifefto,  declaring,  that 
on  an  impartial  and  diligent  review  of  the  va- 
rious memorials  and  manifeftos  on  both  fides, 
the  affertions  of  the  burghers  were  groundlefs, 
and  their  demands  unconftitutional ;  that  the 
prefent  form  of  government  had  fubfifted  above 
two  hundred  years  ;  and  that  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity refided  in  the  members  of  the  Great  Coun- 
cil. To  this  declaration  they  added,  that  the 
three  cantons  would  defend  and  proteS  the  ex- 
ifting  form  of  government,  and  would  never 
permit  an  appeal  relating  to  the  amendment 
or  alteration  of  the  conflitution,  to  any  other 
power  than  the  fupreme  council  of  the  republic, 
that  tribunal  being  alone  competent  to  fuch  quef- 
tions. 

At  the  fame  time  they  recommended  to  the 
government  a  repeal  of  the  difabling  claufe,  whicA 
excluded  the  nobility  from  the  oi&ce  of  banneret 
or  fecret ;  to  admit  fome  new  families  into  the 
ficret  burgherlhip  ;  to  hear  and  redrefs  any  re- 
maining grievances ;  and  to  correft  any  defeds 
in  the  conftitution. 

This  declaration,  being  accepted  by  govern- 
ment, was  read,  on  the  aSth  of  July,  to  the 
burghers  alTembled  in  their  rcfpedive  tribes  ;  but 
feveral  among  them  protefting  formally  againft 
it,  the  three  principal  ringleaders  of  this 
oppoiition  were  banifhed,  their  protefts  difre- 
garded,  and  tranquillity  was  reftored  to  the  re- 
public. 

Soon  after  this  final  pacification,  the  Great 
Council  paflTed  feveral  a£ts  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  removed  fome  burdens  and  ufages 
which  bad  been  the  object  of  general  complaint, 

and 
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and  amended  the  conftitution  in  the  following 

points. 

1.  A  perfed  equality  is  eftabli&ed  between 
the  /ecret  burghers }  the  anticnt  nobles  are  no 
longer  difqualified  from  holding  the  office  oC  ban- 
nerets cr/ecrefSj  but  do  not  enjoy  any  precedence 
in  confcquence  of  their  titles,  which  in  all  ads 
and  deeds  within  the  canton  of  Friburgh  are 
omitted.  In  return,  all  the  Jecret  burghers  are 
without  diftindion  of  perfons,  clleemed  equally 
noble. 

2.  Sixteen  new  families  have  been  admitted 
into  xhtfecret  burghcrlhip,  which  addition  nearly 
completes  the  number  of  a  hundred  families ; 
and  it  is  further  enaded,  that  on  the  extinftiou 
of  any  three  families,  an  equal  number  of  fami* 
lies  fliall  be  eleded  without  delay. 

3.  The  vacancies  in  the  fixty,  inftead  of  bebg 
indifcriminately  fupplied  from  the  members  of  the 
two  hundred  at  large,  are  now  filled  up  accord- 
ing to  feniority.  » 

4^  But  the  great  and  principal  alteration  inth^ 
form  of  government,  refpedls  the  new  conftitu* 
tion  of  the /ecret  fbambcr ;  which  is  changed  in 
the  following  important  points. 

I.  The  members  of  that  committee,  inftead 
of  being  nominated  by  a  majority  of  voices  in 
their  own  body,  arc  now  taken  from  the  fixty, 
and  chofcn  by  blind  ballot.  The  candidates  are 
no  longer  under  the  neceflity  of  being  prefented 
by  a  member  of  the /ecret  chamber ;  but,  on  ad- 
dreifing  themfelves  10  their  banneret,  the  latter 
is  obliged  to  deliver  in  their  names  to  the  /ecret 
chamber.  As  each  vacancy  is  fupplied  from  the 
particular  tribe  in  which  it  happens,  this  altera- 
tion 
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don  mud  necefiarily  reduce  the  candidates  to 
three  or  four :  in  order,  alfo,  to  prevent  cabal 
or  corruption,  if  there  lhall  be  only  one  candi- 
date, he  is  not  necefiarily  eleded  ;  but  it  muft  be 
decided  by  lot,  whether  he  fhall  be  chofen  or  re- 
lifted  ;  and  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  a  majority  of 
ballots  for  the  negative,  he  muft  wait  till  the  fub- 
fequent  year,  before  he  can  have  another  chance 
of  being  appointed.    Each  member,  on  his  elec- 
tion, fliall  pay  no  more  than  ^.  i.  los.  to  each 
banneret  ^xxA/ecret ;  and  the  money  (hall  be  de- 
livered to  the  fecretary,  and  by  him  be  equally 
diftributed.     £•  Neither  father  and  fon,  nor  two 
brothers,  nor  more  than  two  perfons  bearing  the 
fame  name,  (hall  be  admitted  at  the"^  fame  time 
into  the  fecret  chamber.     3.  The  members  ftill 
retain  the  right  of  filling  up  all  the  vacancies  in 
the  Council  of  two  hundred,  with  the  ufual  pro- 
vifions,  that  the  candidates  fliall  be  twenty  years 
of  age  ;  and  that  the  promotion  (hall  take  place 
every  two  years*    It  is  further  decreed,  that,  on 
oath,  under  pain  of  deprivation,  no  more  than 
1 200  crowns  *  ihall  be  received  for  the  nomina- 
tion ;  and  that  the.  faid  fum,  inftead  of  being 
folely  appropriated  to  the  perfon  who  is  to  ap- 
point, ihall  now  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary,  to 
be  by  him  equally  diftributed  among  the  four 
baimerets,  when  either  of  them  (hall  ele£):,  or 
among  the  members  of  the  fecret  chamber  be- 
longing to  the  tfibe  in  which  there  is  a  vacancy, 
when  the  turn  devolves   upon  either  of  them  f. 

It 

•  Of  25  bach  each,  the  whole  fum  £,  171.  ly,  \oJ. 

f  Each  banneret  to  nominate  the  firfl  vacancy  in  his  Own 
tribe,  and  then  each  /(fcret  by  rotation,  according  to  fcniority, 
jn  bis  particular  tribe. 
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It  is  moreover  added^  that  if  the  perfonprefented 
by  a  banneret^  or  a  fecretj  fhall  be  rejc3ed  by 
two-thirds  of  the  chamber,  another  may  be  prc- 
fented ;  but  if  the  fecond  is  rejeded,  the  right  of 
prcientation  (hall  be  transferred  to  the  banneret, 
oxfecret^  next  in  rank  of  the  fame  tribe.  It  is  alfo 
ftipulated  on  oath,  that  all  promifes  of  exchang- 
ing prefentations,  or  fimilar  engagements,  (hail 
not  be  valid  for  the  future  ;  thofe  only  excepted, 
which  are  now  abfolutely  fubfifting,  and  which 
concern  either  a  fon  of  the  contradiug  party,  or 
a  perfon  whofe  name  is  fpecified.  4.  TTie  power 
of  excluding  perfons  from  the  principal  charges 
of  government,  is  (llll  referved  to  them ;  but 
they  are. exhorted  to  ufc  it  with  great  precaution 
and  care.  5.  The  interpofition  of  a  negative, 
exercifed  by  a  fingle  banneret,  is  no  longer  fuf- 
ficient  to  rejed  a  motion  in  the  great  council. 
The  oppofxtion,  in  order  to  render  it  valid,  muft 
now  be  founded  on  a  precife  law,  and  unani- 
mouOy  approved  by  the  four  bannerets :  but  if 
one  (hall  diffcnt,  it  is  then  referred  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  two  hundred,  which  fhall  decide,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds,  whether  the  negative  ihall 
be  confirmed  or  rcjefted.  6.  The  power  of  pro  • 
poHng,  formerly  veiled  only  in  xht  Jecret  chamber^ 
is  now  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Little 
Council  and  the  fixty  ;  and  the  mode  of  delibe- 
rating on  fuch  propofitions  and  motions,  is  at- 
tended with  forms  more  or  lefs  complicated,  as 
the  objeft  is  more  or  lefs  important.  In  all  in- 
ftances  the  laws  are  prepared  and  finally  drawn 
up  by  the  fecret  chamber.  7.  The  fecreti  fhall 
take  an  oath  before  the  bannerets  as  delegates  of 
the  Great  Council*  to  obey  all  the  ordinances  of 

^  that 
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that  affembly,  and  to  obferve  the  prefent  articles, 
without  retrenching  or  adding  to  them.  And  it 
is  furtherordered,  mat  no  alterations  Ihallbe  made 
in  the  prefent  conftitution  of  ihcfecret  chamber^ 
Qnlefs  approved  by  three-fourths  of  their  own 
body,  and  by  two^thirds  of  the  Great  Council. 
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LETTER        S4- 


Cbeife  of  Gruyeres— Hermitage  near  Friburgh 


1  H  E  Canton  of  Friburgh  contains  a  fmall 
portion  of  arable  land,  but  abounds  in  paftures  ; 
and,  accordinslyi  its  principal  articles  of  expor- 
tation Gonfift  in  horned  cattle,  cheefe,  butter, 
and  hides.  * 

The  cheefe,  well  known  under  the  name  of 
Gruyeres,  which  is  exported  in  fuch  large  quan- 
tities, is  made  in  a  chain  of  mountains  about  ten 

leagues 
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leagues  in  length  and  four  in  breadth,  extending 
from  the  bauliage  of  Schwartzenburgh,  to  the 
diftrifls  of  Vevay  and  Aigle  in  the  canton  of 
Berne.  All  the  chccfes,  though  made  in  the 
fame  manner^  arc  not  of  the  the  fame  quali* 
ty ;  a  difference  probably  arifing  from  the 
diverfity  of  the  foil,  the  fame  plants  not  grow* 
ing  at  all  heights ;  and  the  lower  paftures, 
called  gites^  being  not  in  fuch  high  eftimation  for 
their  goodnefs  as  thofe  in  the  mod  elevated  fitu- 
atlons. 

The  whole  diftrift  is  divided  into  greater  or 
leff^r  farms,  which  the  proprietors  let  out  in 
leafes  of  three  or  fix  years,  at  the  annual  rate 
of  i6j.  to  ^,  I.  los.,  during  five  months  for  each 
cow,  according  to  the  nature  or  elevation  of  the 
ground:  the  iQwor  paftures,  though  not  of  the 
beft  quality,  are  the  deareft,  becaufe  being 
foorfer  free  from  the  fnow,  and  later  covered  with 
it,  they  affgrd  food  to  the  cattle  for  a  longer 
fpace. 

Each  farmer,  having  rented  a  mountain, 
hires  from  the  different  peafants  in  the  can* 
ton  from  forty  to  fixty  cows,  from  the  15th 
of  May  to  the  8th  of  Oftober:  be  pays  at 
the  rate  qf  from  £..  i»  6s.  to  £,•  i*  i  jr.  6d. 
per  head  \  and  ea^h  cow  ixpon  an  average 
yields  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  quarts 
of  milk  per  day,  and  fupplics  two  hundred 
pounds  *  of  cheefe  during  the  five  months*  On 
the  eighteenth  of  O Sober  the  farmer  reftorcs 
the  cows  to  the  different  proprietors.  The  cat- 
N  n  2  tie 


*^  Each  pound  contains  fevenceen  ounces  and  a  fradion. 
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tie  are  then  paiftured  in  the  meadowg  which 
have  been  twice  moved,  until  the  loth  or 
11th  of  November,  when,  on  account  of  the 
fnow,  they  are  ufually  remowed  to  the  fta« 
bles,  and  fed  during  winter  on  hay  and  after- 
grafs. 

As  the  mountains  in  the  canton  of  Friburgh 
afford  pafturc  for  at  lead  15,000  cows,  .it 
may  be  eftimated  that  thev  annually  fupply 
about  30,000  hundred  weignt  of  cheefe  fit  for 
exportation  ;  befide  2,000  or  3,000  on  their 
return  from  the  mountains,  ezclufive  of  a 
thinner  fort,  which  is  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  canton.  1  he  cheefes  fit  for  exportation 
weigh  from  forty  to  fixty  pounds  each^  and  are 
fold  from  J^.  i,  17/.  to  ^.  2.  per  hundred 
Weight.  Befide  the  cows  which  are  paflured 
dunn^  fummer  in  the  mountains,  the  canton 
contams  about  12,000  belonring  to  the  feve- 
ral  landholders,  which  fupply  tneir  £aimilies  with 
milk. 

The  buildings  neceflfary  for  making  the . 
cheeffcs  confift  of  a  chalet  or  cottage,  which 
contains  a  room  with  a  furnace  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  boiling  the  milk,  a  cellar  where  the 
milk  is  preferved,  and  a  ftable  for  fisty  or 
fcventy  cows ;  near  it  is  a  kind  of  dairy-room, 
kept  ih  an  equal  degree  of  temperature,  where 
the  chccfes  are  every  day  turned  and  fak- 
ed. The  thicknefs  of  the  vat,  in  which  each 
chcefc  is  paffed,  is  about  four  inches.  The 
cnfks  for  exportation  contain  ten  cheefes,  ex- 
cepting tbofe  deftined  for  Italy,  which  hold 
only  three,    in  order  to  be  conveyed  by  mules 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The  cheefes 
well  packed  up  bear  the  tranfpdrt  into  the 
moft  diftant  countries;  they  ought  to  be 
kept  in  a  damp  place,  and  frequently  wafhed 
with  white  wine,  tor  the  purpofe  of  prcferving 
them  from  infpds.  When  the  cows  return 
from  the  mountains,  a  fpecies  of  cream  cheefe 
is  .made  in  autumn,  and  even  in  winter; 
it  is  much  eftepmed,  and  is  dearer  than  that  of 
Gruyeres. 

Tne  greateft  part  of  the  fait  ufed  on  thcfe 
occafions  is  drawn  from  Fraache  Comt6,  ^ 
fmall  quantity  from  Lorraine  and  Bavaria, 
but  its  quality  is  much  ii^ferior^  The  con- 
fumption  of  the  whole  cantoUi  for  all  pur-' 
poies,  is  at  leaft  20,000  hundred  weighr, 
of  wtuch  15,000  are  drawn  from  Franche 
C!omt^. 

A  great  number  of  mares,  foals,  and  horned 
cattlcp  are  annually  raifed  in  the  canton:  the 
oxen  of  three  or  four  years  old  are  fold  in  the 
canton  of  Berne,  in  the  country  of  NeuchaCel, 
and  in  Franche  Cpn)t^.  Upon  ai)  average  il 
may  be  eflimated  Ihat  the  canton  of  Friburgh 
annually  fupplies  pafture  for  37,000  cows  and 
oxen. 

In  our  route  to  Berne,  we  made  a  fmalt 
circuit  to  the  village  of  Neuneck,  in  order 
to  fee  an  hermitage,  that  lies  about  a  league 
from  Friburgh^  and  which  has  been  highly 
extolled  by  travellers  on.  account  of  its  fmgur 
larity.  It;  is  formed  in  the  folid  rock;  and 
the  chief  curiofity  confifts  in  its  having  been 
the  work    of   two   men :    as   fiich,    it   is    an 
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aftonlfbing  performance,  but,  id  any  other 
refpe£t,  is  fcarcely  vorth  vifiting.  In  the 
laft  century  a  hermit  fcooped  out  a  hollow  in  this 
rock,  juft  fuflicient  to  lie  at  his  full  length :  boc 
hh  fuccefTor  defiring  a  more  commodious  man* 
(ion^  hewed,  in  the  heart  of  the  mountain,  a 
chapel,  feveral  apartments,  and  ftair-cafes.  I1ie 
length  ^f  the  wnole  is  above  four  hundred  feet. 
One  room  is  ninety  feet  long,  and  twenty  broad ; 
th^  fteeple  of  the  x:hapel,  if  it  may  bcfo  called, 
is,  eighty  feet  high,  and  the  chimney  of  the  kit- 
chen  ninety. 

The  hermit  who  perforated  this  dwelling  in  the 
rock,  was  near  thirty  years  engaged  ifl  thcwotk. 
What  a  wafte  of  time  and  induftry !  But  fuch  is 
the  folly  of  fequeftered  fuperftition,  that,  for 
want  of  better  occupations,  it  frequently  has  re- 
courfc  to  laborious  trifles,  ITie  fituation  of  this 
hermitage  is  beautiful:  the  rock  in  which  it  is 
cut,  hangs  over  the  river  Sane,  which  meander- 
ing through  two  chains  of  hills  covered  with 
^¥ood,  fills  all  the  valley  beneath.  The  prefent 
hermit  is  a  German  j  and  with  him  lives  an  old 
foldicr. 

From  this  hermitage  to  Neuneck  fat  which 
place  the  canton  of  Berne  commences)  the  coun- 
try is  rich,  and  finely  wooded ;  on  our  right  we 
had  a  didant  but  fublime  view  of  the  moft  rugged 
rocks,  the  fnowy  alps  rifing  above  them  and 
clofing  the  profped.  The  fun  was  now  declin- 
ing :  the  various  tints  of  the  evening— the  purple 
^leam  upon  the  naked  rocks— and  the  rays  of  the 
fetting-fun  upon  the  glaciers,  which  feemed  to 
glow  almoft  into  tranfparcncy— caft  fuch  a  beau- 
tiful radiance  over  this   magnificent  fcenc,  as 
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even  the  luminous  pencil  of  «Apelles  himfelf,  who 
is  faid  to  have  painted  ^^  qua  pingi  hon  pqffimty 
**  fulgura  &  fulgHra  *,'*  would  in  vain  have  at- 
tempted to  imitate. 

I  am,   &Cr 

•  Vid.  Plin.  H.  N.   lib.   35.  c.   10. 
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for  the  obfervations  and  difcoveries  of  future  na* 
turaliftsy  and  particularly  of  M.  de  Sauflure, 
whofc  indefatigable  zeal  did  not  permit  him  to 
reft,  until  he  had  reached  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and  made  thofc  experiments  which  cannot  fail 
greatly  to  elucidate  the  thcor/  of  the  atmo* 
fphere- 

That  able  naturalift  fet  out  on  this  fuccefsful 
expedition,  from  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  on  the 
1 3th  of  Auguft,  1787.     He  was  accompanied  by 
eighteen  guides,  who  carried  a  tent,  matrafles,  all 
neceffary  accommodations,    and  inftrumcnts  of 
experimental  philofophy.     They  pafled  the  firft 
night  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  La  Cote, 
in  a  hut  previoufly  conftruded  for  that  purpofe. 
At  four  o'clock  in  the  following  afternoon  they 
reached  an  elevation  of  9,312  feet  above  the 
priory,    or   12,762  above  the  level'  of  the  fea. 
Here  they  encamped,  and  formed  an  excavation 
in  the  congealed  fnow,  which  they  covered  with 
a  tent.     In  this  icy  habitation,  inftead  of  fuflfer- 
ing  from  the  cold,  M.  de  Sauflure  felt  fuch  afuf- 
focating  beat,  from  the  clofenefs  of  the  tent,  and^ 
the   number  of  perfons  crouded  in  fo  fmall  a 
compafs,  that  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  go 
into  the  open  air  in  order  to  breathe. 

The  next  morning  the  whole  company  de- 
parted at  fevcu  i  and  found  the  afcent  in  fome 
places  lb  fteep,  that  they  who  preceded  were 
obliged  to  hew  out  (leps  with  a  hatchet.  At 
eleven  they  reached  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc. 
Here  they  continued  three  hours  and  a  half^ 
during  which  time  M.  de  Sauflure  enjoyed, 
with  rapture  and  aftonifliment,  a  view  the  mod 
cxtenfive  as  well  as  the  moft  rugged  and  fublime 

in 
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in  natarc  ;  and  made  thof<£  obfervations  which 
will  render  this  expedition  no  longer  a  matter  of 
mere  curiofity.  Until  a  complete  and  ample  de« 
tail  of  thofe  obfervations  (hall  be  communicated 
to  the  public,  you  will  perhaps  not  be  difpleafed 
with  the  following  particulars  feleded  from  a 
temporary  publication  of  M*  de  Sauflure  him* 
felf. 

He  did  not  find  the  cold  fo  extremely  piercing 
as  was  experienced  by  Dr.  Paccard  and  James 
Balmat.  By  comparing  his  experiments  on 
Mont  Blanc  with  thofe  made  at  the  fame  time 
by  M.  Senebier  at  Geneva,  he  was  -  enabled. to 
make  the  following  cbmparifons.  Reaumur's 
thermometer  ftood  in  the  (hade  at  2-ri  below 
freezing  point,  or  27  of  Fahrenheit ;  at  Geneva 
at  22.6,  or  82  of  Fahrenheit,  which  gives  a  dif- 
ference of  near  25  degrees  of  Reaumur,  or  45  of 
Fahrenheit,  between  the  (late  of  the  atmofphere 
at  both  places. 

De  Luc's  barometer  fell  to  i6.o|^|,  and  as 
it  ftood  at  Geneva  at  27.2^1 1|,  it  gives  a  dif- 
ference of  11.2,  without  regarding  the  fraction. 
On  eftimating  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  from 
barometrical  experiments,  he  found  it  almod  ex- 
aftly  correfpond  with  that  given  by  Sir  George 
Shuckborough,  or  15,602  hlngli(h  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea,  and  which  reflefts  the  highcft 
honour  on  the  accuracy  of  the  £ngli(h  ob« 
fcrver. 

C  c  2  % 

•  A  tranflation  of  this  account,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mirrvn, 
profcflTor  o^botany  in  the  univerfi  y  of  Cambridge,  printed  by 
Kearfley,  forms  an  Appendix  to  his  Sketch  of  a  Tour  through 
Switzerland,  which  1  would  recommend  to  the  traveller. 
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fey  experiments  with  the  hygrometer,  the  aif 
dn  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  contained  fix  times 
lefs  humidity  than  that  of  Geneva  ;  and  to  this 
extreme  drynefs  of  the  atmofphcre,  he  imputes 
the  burning  thirft  which  he  and  his  companions 
experienced.  It  requires  half  an  hour  to  boil 
water  oft  the  top  of  Moftt  Blanc,  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  minutes  are  fufficient  at  Geneva,  and  four- 
teen or  fifteen  by  the  fea  fide.  By  experiments 
on  the  eleftromcter,  the  balls  diverged  only  three 
lines  ;  the  electricity  was  pofitive.  On  the  fum- 
mit  he  noticed  two  butterflies  on  the  wing  ;  ob- 
ferved,  at  thtf  elevation  of  1 1,392  feet  above  the 
fea,  the  Silene  AcauHs^  or  roofs  campion,  in  flower; 
and  ftill  higher  up,  on  the  moft  elevated  rocks, 
the  Lichen  Sulphureus  and  Lichen  Rupejhris  of 
Hoffman. 

He  adds,  that  the  fummits  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  adjacent  mountains  are  compofed  of  granite ; 
and  that,  after  Mont  Blanc,  the  Schreckhorn  and 
Mount  Rofa  in  Piedmont,  appeared  the  moft 
elevated  points. 

M.  de  Sauflure,  as  well  as  many  of  his  party, 
found  themfelvcs  extremely  aflfeded  by  the  rarc- 
faftion  of  the  air  ;  and  at  two  began  returning. 
They  dcfccnded  a  little  lower  than  the  place  in 
which  they  paflVd  the  preceding  night,  and  ar- 
rived the  next  morning  at  the  valfcy  of  Cha- 
mouny, without  the  leaft  accident  ;  and,  as  they 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  cover  their  faces  with 
crape,  their  fltins  were  not  excoriated,  nor  their 
fight  debilitated. 

On  the  eighth  of  Auguft,  a  few  days  after  M. 
de  Sauflfure's  expedition,  Mr.  Beaufoy  an  Englift 
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gentleman,  fuccceded  in  a  fimilar  attempt,  though 
it  was  attended  with  greater  difficulty,  arifing 
from  the  enlargement  of  the  chafms  in  the  ice. 
An  account  of  this  expedition  was  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  on  the  13th  of  December 
1787,  and  will  probably  be  communicated  to  the 
public. 
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Con/iff utf J  §n  the  Formation  {md  State  0/  the 

Glaciers. 


J^  O  fubje£t  in  natural  hiftory  is  more  curiouf 
than  the  origin  of  thcfe  glaciers,  extending  into 
fields  of  corn  and  paftqre,  and  lying,  without  be- 
ing melted,  in  a  (ituation,  where  the  fun  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  bring  the  earth  to  maturity  :  for  it  is 
almoft  literally  true,  that  with  one  hand  I  could 
touch  ice,  and  the  other  ripe  corn.  But  as  in 
my  firft  expedition  to  the  alps  my  ftay  was  ex- 
ceedingly fhort,  1  declined  entering  upon  a  fub» 
jed  too  important  to  be  fuperficially  treated,  and 
only  threw  together  a  .few  hafty  remarks,  which 
occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot.  But  I  find  that 
thefe  remarks,    however    hafty  and  fupcrficial, 

fcrvcd 
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fcrvcd  to  excite  your  curiofity  j  and  have  in- 
duced you  to  inquire,  "  Which  is  the  moji  rational 
fx/iem  concerning  the  formation  of  the  glaciers?  Are 
they  in  ajlate  cf  augmentation  or  diminution  ;  or  do 
they  remain  %mthin  the  fame  limits  ?** 

Although  in  my  fubkquent  journeys  to  the  alps 
I  made  this  fubjcft  a  particular  objedl  of  re- 
fearch  ;  and  although  I  have  attentively  perufcd 
the  principal  fyftems,  which  have  been  formed 
concerning  the  formation  of  glaciers  ;  yet  it  is 
not  without  great  diffidence,  that  I  can  prefume 
to  reply  to  your  very  arduous  queftions. 

The  theory  of  Gruner,  confirmed  and  amended 
by  that  able  naturalift  M.  de  Sauffure,  appears 
to  me  the  mod  fimple  and  rational ;  and  I  do  not 
know  how  I  can  better  fatisfy  yoijr  curiofity, 
than  by  forming  an  extraft  from  his  much 
efteemed  work*,  interfperfing  it  with  a  few  ad* 
ditional  remarks  drawn  from  my  own  particular 
pbfervations. 

If  a  perfon  could  be  conveyed  to  fuch  an  ele- 
vation as  to  embrace  at  one  view  the  alps  of 
Switzerland,  Sayoy,  and  Dapphine,  he  would 
behold  a  v^il  chain  of  mountains,  interfered  by 
numerous  vallies,  and  comp^fed  of  many  parallel 
chains,  the  higheft  occupying  the  center,  and  the 
others  gradually  diminilhing  in  proportion  tp 
^heir  diftance  from  that  center. 

The  moft  elevated,  ox  central  chain,  would 
appear  briftled  ^^ith  pointed  rocks  ;  and  covered, 
even  in  fummer,  with  ice  and  fnow,  in  all  parts 
that  are  not  abfolutely  perpendicular.  On  eacl^ 
(idc'pf  this  chain  he  would  difcover  deep  vallie$ 

'   cloth<;d 

•  Y<>y2gcs  des  Alps,  V.  i.  c.  7, 
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clothed  with  verdure,  peopled  with  numerous 
villages,  and  watered  by  many  rivers.  In  con- 
fidering  thefe  objefts  with  greater  attention,  he 
would  remark,  that  the  central  chain  is  compofed 
of  elevated  peaks  and  diverging  ridges,  whofc 
fummits  are  ovcrfpread  with  fnow  ;  that  the 
declivities  of  the  peaks  and  ridges,  excepting 
thofe  parts  that  are  extremely*  fteep,  arc  covered 
with  fnow  and  ice  ;  and  that  the  intermediate 
depths  and  fpaces  between  them  are  filled  with 
immenfe  fields  of  ice,  terminating  in  thofe  culti- 
vated vallies  which  border  the  great  chain. 

The  branches  moft  contiguous  to  the  central 
chain  would  prefent  the  fame  phjcnomena,  only  in 
a  leffer  degree.  At  greater  diftances  no  ice 
would  be  obfervcd,  and  fcarccly  any  fnow,  but 
upon  fome  of  the  mod  elevated  fummits  ;  and 
the  mountains  diminifhing  in  height  and  rugged* 
nefs,  would  appear  covered  with  herbage,  and 
gradually  fink  into  hills  and  plains. 

In  tills  general  furvey,  the  glaciers  may  \>t  di- 
vided into  two  forts  ;  the  firft  occupying  the  deep 
vallies  fituated  in  the  bofom  of  the  alps,  aiid 
termed  by  the  natives  Vallees  de  Glace^  but  which 
I  (hall  diflinguifli  by  the  name  of  Lower  Gla- 
ciers ;  the  fecond,  which  clothe  the  fummits 
and  fides  of  the  mountains,  I  fball  call  Upper 
Glaciers. 

1 .  The  Lower  Glaciers  arc  by  far  the  moft 
confiderable  in  extent  and  depth.  Some  ftretch 
fcveral  leagues  in  length ;  that  of  des  Bois  in  par- 
ticular is  more  than  fifteen  miles  long,  and  above 
thrtc  in  its  greatcft, breadth. 

The  Lower  Glaciers  do  not,  as  is  generally 
imagined,  communicate  with  each  other  }  and 

but 
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but  few  of  them  are  parallel  to  the  central  chain : 
tliiey  modly  ftretch  in  a  tranfverfe  direftion,  ^rc, 
bordered  at  the  higher  extremity  by  inacceifiblQ 
rocks,  and  on  the  other  extend  into  the  cultivated 
vaHie§. 

The  thicknefs  of  the  ice  varies  in  different 
parts.  M.  de  Sauffurc  found  its  general  depth 
m  the  glacier  dcs  Bois  from  eighty  to  a  hundred 
feet  ;  but  queftions  i)ot  the  information  of  thofe 
who  affert,  that  in  foipe  places  its  thicknefs  cx« 
cecds  even  fix  hundred  feet. 

Thefe  immcnfe  fields  of  ice  ufually  reft  on  an 
inclined  plain:  being  pufhed  forwards  by  the  prcf** 
ifure  of  their  owp  \veight>  ^ind  but  weakly  fup- 
ported  by  the  rugged  rocks  beneath,  are  inter- 
fered by  large  tranfverfe  crevices  ;  and  prcfent 
the  appearance  of  waits,  pyramids,  and  other 
fantaftic  /h^ipes,  obfcrved  at  all  heights  and  in  all 
fituatipns,  wherevpr  the  declivity  is  beyond  thirty 
or  forty  degrees. 

But  in  thofe  parts,  where  the  plain  on  which 
they  reft  is  horizontal,  or  only  gently  inclined, 
the  furface  of  the  ice  is  nearly  uniform ;  the 
crevices  are  but  few  and  narrow,  and  the  travel- 
ler crpffes  them  on  foot,  without  much,  diffi- 
culty. 

The  furface  of  the  ice  is  not  fo  flippery  as  that 
of  frozen  pond  or  rivers  :  it  is  rough  and  gra- 
nulated, and  is  only  dangerous  to  the  paffenger, 
where  there  is  a  fteep  defcent.  It  is  not  tranf- 
parent,  is  extremely  porous  and  full  of  fmall 
bubbles,  which  feldom  exceed  the  fize  of  a  pea, 
and  confequently  is  not  fo  compaft  as  common 
ice :  its  perfeft  refemblance  to  the  congelation  of 
fnow  impregnated  with  water,   in  its  opacity, 

roughncfs. 
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roughners,  and  in  the  number  and  fmallnefs  of 
the  air-bubbles,  led  M.  dcSauflfure  to  conceive 
the  followine  fimple  and  natural  theory  on  the 
formation  of  the  glaciers* 

An  immenfe  quantity  of  fnow  is  continually 
accumulating  in  the  elevated  vallies  ivhich  are 
enclofed  within  the  Alps,  as  well  from  that 
which  falls  from  the  clouds  during  niue  months 
in  the  year,  as  from  the  mafles  which  are  incef* 
f^ntly  rolling  from  the  fteep  fides  of  the  circum- 
jacent mountains.  Part  of  this  fnow,  which  is 
not  diflblved  during  fummer,  impregnated  with 
rain  and  fnow-water,  is  frozen  durmg  winter, 
and  forms  that  opaque  and  porous  ice  of  which 
the  Lower  Glaciers  are  compofed. 

2.  The  Upper  Glaciers  may  be  fubdivided  into 
thofe  which  cover  the  fummits,  and  thofe  which 
extend  along  the  fides  of  the  Alps. 

Thofe  which  cover  the  fummits  of  the  Alps, 
owe  doubtlefs  their  origin  to  the  fnow  that  falls 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  and  which  remains 
nearly  in  its  original  (late,  being  congealed  into 
a  hard  fubftance,  and  not  converted  into  ice. 
For  although,  according  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
philofophers,  the  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  pf 
other  elevated  mountains,  is,  from  the  gliftening 
of  the  furface,  fuppofed  to  be  covered  with  pure 
ice  ;  yet  it  appears,  both  from  theory  and  expe*? 
rience,  that  it  is  not  ice  but  fnow*  For,  in  fo  ele^ 
vated  and  cold  a  region,  there  cannot  be  melted 
a  quantity  of  fnow  fufficient  to  ipipregnate  with 
water  the  whole  mafs,  which  remains  undiflblved, 
Experience  alfo  iuftifies  this  reafoning.  M*  de 
SauiTure  found  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  only  en- 
cruded  with  ice,  which,  though  of  a  firm  con- 
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fiftence,  was  yet  penetrable  with  a  ftick ;  and 
on  the  declivities  6i  the  fummit  be  difcoyered, 
beneath  the  furfac^,  a  foft  fnow  without  coher^ 
epcc. 

.  'Ihe  fubftance  which  clothes  the  fides  of  the 
Alps  is  neither  pure  fnow  like  that  of  the  fum«- 
mits,  nor  ice  which  forms  the  Lower  Glaciers, 
but  is  an  aSemblage  of  both.  It  contains  lelis 
fnow  than  the  fummits,  becaufe  the  fummer  heat 
has  more  power  to  diffolve  it,  and  becaufe  the 
liquefied  fnow  defcending  from  above,  the  ma& 
is  penetrated  with  a  larger  quantity  of  water.  It 
contains  more  fnow  than  the  Lpwcr  Glaciers,  be- 
caufe the  diflblution  of  the  fnow  is  comparatively 
Icffer.  Hence  the  ice  is  even  more  porous, 
opaque,  and  lefs  compad:  than  t|ie  ice  of  the 
Lower  Glaciers  ;  and  is  of  fo  doubtful  a  texture 
as  renders  it,  iji  many  parts,  difficult  to  decide, 
whether  it  may  be  called  ice  or  frozen  fnow. 

In  a  word :  there  is  a  regular  gradation  from 
the  fnow  on  the  fummits  to  the  ice  of  the  Lower 
Glaciers,  formed  by  the  intermediate  mixture  of 
fnow  and  ice,  which  becomes  more  compaft  and 
le&  porous  in  proportion  as  it  approaches  the 
Lower  Glaciers,  until  it  unites  and  aHimilates 
with  them.  And  it  is  evident,  that  the  greater 
or  leffcr  degree  of  denfity  is  derived  from  the 
greater  or  lefler  quantity  of  water,  with  which 
the  mafs  is  impregafed. 

In  regard  to  your  fecond  queflion,  **  Whether 
the  glacier^  are  in  a  Jlaie  of  increafe  or  diminu' 
fionj'  though  I  declined  on  a  former  occafion  to 
enter  minutely  upon  a  fubjc£i:,  which  required 
much  accurate  obfervation  and  repeated  expcri* 
meptal  invefligation ;  yet  I  ventured  to  make 

one 
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one  remapk^  v^hich  fecmed  to  prove  the  occafional 
increafe  and  diminution  of  the  glaciers  ;  contrary 
to  the  opihion  of  fome  philofopbers,^  who  main- 
t^tin,  that  they  continue  always  the  fame  ;  and  of 
others,  who  aflert,  that  they  are  continually  in< 
creafmg. 

The  borders  of  the  glacier  of .  Montanvert, 
are  moftly  fkirted  with  trees :    towards  its  bafe  a 
vad  arch  of  ice  rifes  to  near  a  hundred  feet  in 
height ;  under  which  the  Arveron  ruflies  with 
confiderable  force,  and  in  a  large  body  of  water. 
As  we  approached  the  ice,  we  paflfed  through  a 
wood  of  firs  :   thofe  trees  which  (land  at  a  Ottle 
diftance  from  the  arch  are  about  eighty  feet  high, 
and  are  undoubtedly  of  a  very  great  age.    Be- 
tween thefc  and  the  glacier,  the  trees  arc  of  a 
later  growth ;    as  is  evident  from  their  texture 
and  inferior  fize.      Others,  ftill  fmaller,   have 
been  overturned  and  enveloped  in  the  ice  :  there 
fcems  to  be  a  kind  of  regular  gradation  in  the 
age  of  thefe  feveral  trees,  from  the  Urged  which 
arc  (landing  to  the  fmalleft  that  He  proftrate. 

Thefc  fafts  juftly  lead  to  the  following  con- 
clufions  : — that  the  glacier  once  extended  as  far 
as  the  row  of  tall  firs  ;  that,  upon  its  gradual 
difTolution,  a  number  of  trees  (hot  up  in  the  very 
fpots  which  it  formerly  occupied;  that,  (ince 
that  period,  the  ice  has  again  advanced  ;  and  has 
overturned  the  trees  of  later  date,  before  they 
had  grown  to  any  confiderable  height. 

To  thefe  circumftances,  the  following  hSt 
may  be  added.  Large  ftones  of  granite  are 
ufually  found  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  extre- 
mities of  the  glacier.  Thefe  ftones  have  certain- 
ly fallen  from  the  mountains  upon  the  ice ;  have 

been 
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been  carfied  on  in  its  progrefs ;  and  have  tum- 
bled into  the  plain  upon  the  diflblution  or  finking 
of  the  ice  which  fupported  them»  Thefe  ftoncs^ 
which  the  inhabitants  call  Moraine^  form  a  kind 
of  border,  towards  the  foot  of  the  valley  of  ice> 
and  have  been  pufhcd  forward  by  the  glacier  in 
its  advances  :  they  extend  even  to  the  place  oc- 
cupied by  the  larger  pines« 

A%  fcveral  writers  upon  Switzerland  have,  in 
contradidiion  to  thefe  fads,  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  fnow  and  ice  are  continually  ac- 
cumulating in  the  Alps,  I  (hall  here  throw  toge- 
ther a  few  additional  remarks,  that  may  tend 
to  confirm  the  contrary  opinion* 

The  Inferior  Glacier  of  Grindelwald  was  fo 
confiderably  diminiihed  fince  my  firft  expedition 
in  1776,  that  the  fpot  which  its  extremity  then 
occupied  was,  in  17S5,  removed  at  leaft  four 
hundred  paces  from  its  former  fite.  In  the  val- 
ley of  Chamouny,  the  Murailles  de  Glace^  which 
1  defcribed  as  forming  the  border  of  the  glacier 
of  Boflbn,  no  longer  exifted  ;  and  young  trees 
had  (hot  up  in  the  parts  which  were  then  covered 
by  the  glacier  of  Montanvcrt, 

ITic  advocates,  however,  for  the  increafe  of 
the  glaciers,  admitting  thefe  fads,  yet  deny  that 
any  judgment  can  be  formed  concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  more  elevated  regions,  from  what  pafTes 
in  the  vallies,  where  the  fun  has  power  to  bring 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  maturity.  They  afTert 
that  it  appears,  both  from  theory  and  faft,  that 
more  fnow  falls,  and  more  ice  is  annually  formed 
in  the  Alps  than  can  be  annuity  diflfolved. 

To  judge  from  theory  ;  they  argue,  that  the 
cold  occafioned  by  the  mafs  of  ice  already  formed 

ought 
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oQght  to  augment  it  ftill  further  ;  atnd  in  regard 
to  experience,  it  is  evident,  that  within  the  me- 
mory of  the  prefent  generation,  many  mountains 
have  been  covered,  many  paftures  and  habitation 
invaded,  and  many  paiTages  irrecoverably  ob- 
ftruded  by  the  ice. 

In  confidering  the  arguments  drawn  from 
theory,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  caufcs  which 
tend  to  the  diminution  of  the  ice,  arc  no  lefs 
powerful  than  the  augmentation  of  the  cold, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  occaHon  its  indefinite  in- 
creafe.  Thcfc  caufes  arc  principally  ;  1 .  rain 
and  fleet  in  the  lefs  elevated  regions  ;  2.  evapo- 
ration ;  3.  defcent  of  the  fnow  and  ice,  both  pre- 
cipitous and  gradual ;  4.  heat  of  the  atmofphere  ; 
3.  mean  temperature  of  the  earth. 

1.  The  rain  and  fleet,  which  fall  during  fum- 
mer  upon  the  Lower  Glaciers,  not  only  thaw 
the  ice,  but  increafe  thofe  rills  that  colled  on 
the  furface,  excavate  channels,  defcend  into  the 
clefts,  and  aflift  in  forming  them. 

2.  Evaporation  is  a  ftill  more  powerful  caufe ; 
as  it  afts  at  all  heights,  and  in  all  feafons. 

3.  The  defcent  of  the  fnow  and  ice,  as  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  precipitous  and  gradual.  The 
precipitous,  or  contiual  fallings  of  congealed 
fnow,  termed  by  the  natives  avalanches^  are  de- 
tached either  by  their  own  weight,  foftened  from 
their  hold  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  or  the  warm  air 
which  blows  from  the  fouth,  or  overthrown  by 
the  violent  hurricanes  that  are  extremely  common 
in  the  Upper  Alps.  When  thcfc  maflcs  arc  pre- 
cipitated into  a  milder  air,  though  they  may 
fbmctimes  indeed  refift  the  influence  of  heat,  and 
form  valleys  of  ice,  yet  they  arc  more  ufually  dif- 

foived. 
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folved;  Thefe  avalanches  are  mod  common  in 
the  Upper  Glaciers  ;  whereas  the  gradual  defcent 
df  the  ice  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Lower  Gla* 
tiers,  and  is  a  very  powerful  agent  in  leflening 
the  aggregate  mafs. 

All  the  Lower  Glaciers,  or  vallies  of  icc^  reft 
on  an  inclined  plain,  arched  or  hollow,  and  afe 
undermined  and  weakened  by  the  torrents, 
which  arc  conftantly  flowing,  as  well  from  the 
Upper  Glaciers,,  as  from  their  own  interior  fur- 
face. 

The  natural  tendency  of  a  heavy  body  in  fuch 
a  polition  is  to  defcend ;  and  its  progreflive  mo- 
tion is  accelerated  in  proportion  to  its  own 
weight,  and  the  greater  inclination  of  its  bads* 
This  propreffive  motion,  which  afts  though  im- 
perceptibly, yet  gradually  and  uniformly,  carries 
the  ice  into  thofe  cultivated  plains  and  vallies, 
where  the  fun  ripens  the  fruits  of  the  field ;  and 
where  a  period  is  neceffarily  put  to  its  further  in- 
creafe. 

If  you  require  a  proof  of  this  imperceptible  . 
defcent,  the  anfwer  is  obvious.  It  is  to  be  col- 
leded  from  the  fads  which  I  have  already  enu- 
merated ;  namely,  from  the  trees  which  are  oc- 
cafionally  overturned  by  the  ice  in  its  progrefs, 
and  by  the  moraine  of  (tones  which  is  obferved 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Lower  Glaciers.  ^  Thefe 
ftones  being  fimilar  to  the  mountains  of  the 
upper  alps,  and  elTentially  different  from  the 
rocks  below,  muft  have  been  conveyed  by  the 
ice  in  its  defcent  from  the  Upper  Glaciers. 

4.  The  heat' of  the  atmofphere,  or  the  efficacy 
of  the  fun's  rays  on  the  outward  furface  of  the 
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glaciers,  is  too  evident  to  require  any  proof,  even 
to  thofc  who  have  never  been  in  the  alps. 

Another  caufe  of  a  thaw,  derived  frdm  the 
heat  of  the  atmofphcre,  which  ^vill  not  be  ex- 
peded  by  thofe  who  have  not  viJited  thcfe  icy  re- 
gions, is  the  warm  winds  which  blow  by  night 
as  well  as  by  day  in  the  Upper  no  lefs  than  in 
the  Lower  Glaciers*  Thefe  warm  winds  arc, 
during  fummcr,  fo  common  in  thefe  parts,  that 
I  never  croflfed  a  glaciet  without  feeling,  in  fomc 
particular  pofitions,  a  warmth  fimilar  to  the  air 
of  a  hot* bach. 

5.  But  as  thefe  two  caufes  only  operate  in  fura- 
tner  ;  and  as  the  fun's  rays  do  ndt  produce  faf* 
ficient  effect  in  the  higheft  parts,  we  mud  have 
recourfe  to  the  mean  temperature  of  the  earth, 
which  feenis  to  be  the  greateft  and  mod  power- 
ful agent  in  preventing  an  indefinite  augmenta- 
tion of  ice  and  fnow.  This  mean  temperature,, 
termed  by  fome  philofophers  the  internal  •  heat 
of  the  earth,  is  always  above  the  freezing  point, 
as  is  evident  from  the  heat  of  the  fprings  which 
iffue  from  the  bowels  of  th^  earth.  In  winter, 
therefore,  or  in  thofe  high  regions  of  the  globe 
where  the  gold  is  ufually  below  the  freezing  point, 
when  any  fpot  of  ground  is  covered  with  only 
a  thin  coat  of  fnow,  it  may  be  fo  far  cooled,  to 

a  cenain 

•  Some  phllofophcn  impute  this  condant  thaw,  which 
takes  place  in  the  lower  fur  face  of  the  glaciers,  to  an  internal 
faurce  of  heat  in  ths  earth  ;  but  that  opinion  has  been  very 
ably  refuted  hy  feveral  mrxlern  narurajifts  ,  the  mean  rem- 
pcrnture  of  the  ground  being  found  fiifHcienc  to  actonnt 
tor  a//  the  phenomenn,  local  ci-cumibnces  excepted, 
which  have  been  ufu^illy  afii^ned  roan  internal  heat  of  the 
earih. 
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a  certain  depth,  by  the  influence  of  the  external 
air,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  diflblving  any  part 
of  the  fuperincumbent  fnow^  But  when  the  mafir 
of  fnow  is  of  fuch  a  thickncfs  as  to  proted  the 
furface  of  the  ground  from  the  effeds  of  the 
atmofpherical  cold,  the  mean  temperature, 
which  is  always  above  the  freezing  point,  will 
be  fuflicicnt  to  melt  the  conti^ous  furface  of 
fiiow,  and  to  occafion  a  conftant  thaw,  which 
fupplies  thofe  currents  of  water,  that  flow, 
at  all  feafons,  from  the  Upper  and  Lower  G\&m 
ciers. 

In  regard  to  the  argument  derived  from  expe« 
rience,  it  is  fuiEcient  to  obferve,  that  while  I 
admit  the  fads  which  prove  the  progrefs  of  the 
ice,  it  by  no  means  feems  to  follow  that  its  fum 
is  perpetually  increafing.  For  the  advocates 
who  fupport  this  opinion,  while  they  fcrupu« 
loufly  enumerate  the  places  which  have  been  in- 
vaded by  the  ice,  do  not  take  any  notice  of  thofe 
parts,  no  lefs  liumerous,  from  which  the  ice  haa 
retired. 

During  my  fecond  expedition  into  the  Alps,  I 
alfo  made  this  point  of  controverfy  a  particuhir 
objed  of  my  refearcbes  ;  and  on  in<fiHring  from 
th^  cbajfeuriy  and  oAer  perf<Hi»  who  firequtnt 
the  moumains j  the  greateft  part  were  of  opinxoii 
that  the  colledi(»i  of  ice  and  fnow,  even  in  the 
elevated  regions,  wa^  by  no  means  in  a  conti* 
niial  ftate  of  aiiguientation ;  but  that  while  it 
gained  in  fome  places  it  diminiflied  in  others;  and 
that  upon  an  average,  the  aggregate  nEiars  was 
nearly  the  fame. 
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Jccauni  of  the  Bouquetin^  or  Movnimn-QiaA: 


Y  Obfcrved  at  Michael  Paccard's,  a  guiJ^of 
Chamouny,  a  head  and  horns  of  the/^in^ 
bot/quetiftj  or  mountain-goat,  and  ftuffe(|<^^M 
mens  of  a  female  and  a  young  on^  ''^^ 

As  this  animal  is  extremely  rare,  >ml  uilliMli 
the  hi^heft  and  almoft  inacceffible  ni(/)|ii^s» 
the  defcnptions  of  it  have  been  very  iTaitclUMXc 
and  confufed.  But  a  new  light  has  been  JMy 
thrown  on  the  Tubjea  by  Dr.  Girtaiincr  ^"St. 
Gallcn^  and  by  M.  van  Bcrchem,  fccr^aiy  to 
the  Society  of  Sciences  at  LaufiHme ;  ^and  al* 
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though  thcfe  two  naturalifts  differ  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  yet  their  joint  labours  have  affifted  in  afcer- 
taining  the  nature  and  ceconomy  of  this  curious 
animal.  The  following  account,  therefore,  of 
the  bouquetin,  is  taken  principally  from  their 
obfervations  in  Rozier's  Journal,  and  from  addi- 
tional information  obligingly  communicated  to 
me  by  M.  van  Berchem  himfelf. 

The  elder  naturalifts  fpeak  of  the  bouquetin 
as  of  an  animal  well  known,  and  in  their  time 
by  no  tneans  uncommon  on  the  high  alps  of 
Switzerland,  efpecially  in  the  canton  of  Glarus 
and  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons.  On  the 
town-hall  at  Glarus,  there  is  ftill  a  pair  of  horns 
of  an  extraordinary  length,  belonging  to  an  ani- 
mal of  this  fpecies,  formerly  killed  in  the  canton. 
Thefc  horns  are  probably  the  fame  which  Ray 
faw  in  the  laft  century,  when  the  natives  in- 
formed him,  that  the  breed  was  cxtinft  in  that 
canton. 

That  this  animal  was  found  among  the  Gri- 
fons, appears  from  a  letter  in  the  poffeiTion  of 
•M.  de  Salis  Seervis,  dated  the  1 4th  of  Odober, 
1574,  in  which  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  of 
Auftria  requires  from  his  bailif  of  Caftels,  in  the 
Pretigau,  two  bouquetins  alive  j  adding,  that  he 
had  received  feveral  from  his  predeceiTors.  About 
forty  years  after  the  date  of  this  letter  the  animal 
began  to  be  rare  ;  for  a  decree  in  the  year  1612 
prohibits  the  chace  of  the  bouquetin  under  a  fine 
of  fifty  crowns,  and  that  of  the  chamois  from 
Newyear's-day  to  St.  John,  under  the  penalty  of 
ten  crowns.  Sprccher,  in  his  Pallas  Rhetica^ 
D  d  2  publilhed 
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pttbUflied  m  1617^  rdates  that  dw  chaoe  of  Am 
bouquetin  was  not  uncommoa  in  kis  timcg  in 
the  valfiet  of  Frcgallu^  Vak,   asd  Upper  jEn- 

Sdina:.  Another  law  of  163J,  confirmed  in  the 
[lowing  year,  inflida  corporal  puniflHncnt  en 
tbofir  «^bo  kiU  a  bouquetin«  But  tbefe  fevcritiet 
cootd  liiot  preferve  the  breed  ^  and  it  it  probable 
that  tbis^  was  the  epoch  of  their  deftxudion,  when 
the  fear  of  their  being  extinli  prompted  govern- 
aient  to  forbid  the  cbace*.  And  it  is.  certain, 
that  witbiatbe  memory  of  the  prcfent  gencratioiiy 
no  bouqucdns  haire  been  found  in  a  wild  ftaie  in 
tlie  country  of  the  Grifoas. 

This  animal  is  now  chipfly  foand  upon  that 
chain  which  ftretche»  from  Danphin6  tiirou^ 
Savoy  to  the  confines  of  Italy,  and  principaUy 
•n  the  alps  bordering  on  Mont  Blanc,  which  is 
the  moft  elevated  part  of  that  chain*.  Its*  parts* 
colar  ha  ana  are  the  valley  of  Corraayor  to  the 
fouth  of  Mont  Blanc,  thofe  heights  which  he 
between  Mont  Blanc  and  the  frontiers  of  the 
Yaliaia,  and  the  mountains  which  border  the  Vsl 
Savarenche  >  but  it  is  met  with  more  8d>ttndaBtly 

ill 


^  Frappifms.  Nifgsr^  m  bii  4elcriptio|i  of  die  Gri£an»  as 
quoted  by  Cdnrad  Gcfner,  (aya,  chat  they  fpare  this,  animal 
m  huocing,  becaufe  it  it  t^ie  armorial  bearing  of  tbf 
country. 

^  Psrckur  kit  Q^^ricmu  tmaen  tii^  Pmrnamier, 
**  Arma.fufid  tKmmt^   tsfukhm  infigma  getdU^ 
^  Hmc  Imgtm  Ainc  mitam  vi^jem^    ingentiaja^tu 
•<  Comua^  perque  plUas  rugofa,  npmuiaque  in 
•♦  Fmm»fufqut  nigrit  viltis  in  m$nttitu  trrau^ 
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» the  mcmatains  6f  the  valley  of  Gogne,  trfaich 
it  the  frontier  of  the  valley  of  Dent  in  Piedmont^ 
and  aknoft  always  frequents  thofe  parts  that  have 
a  footfaern  ifpeS.' 

The  feveral  names  by  which  the  bouquetin 
is  known  in  different  languages,  are,  in  Greek, 
by  Homer  and  ^lian,  ta^^^^y  Latin,  ttex^ 
which  name  has  been  adopted  by  rooft  modern 
naturalifts;  Italian,  Capra  Seivatica ;  German 
and  Swifs,  Sfeinhocby  er  Rock-gO^^  the  fems^ 
Eugne^  Tbftben  Tbfebgeifij  perhaps  from  the 
Latin  Ibex;  Flcmiffa,  WildgheH\  French^  Bou- 
qiietin^  ancieiitly  Boucefiain^  the  German  name 
reverfed.  Belon  named  it  ifjrritfy^ntf;  BriiTon, 
Bircm  Ibek  ;  Linnams,  Cnpra  Ibex  \  Pennant^ 
the  Ibex^  and  Dr.  Girtanner,  Copra  Alphuu 
I  have  adopted  the  name  of  Bouquetin^  becaufo 
at  is  the  provincial  appeUaddn  of  the  animal  in  the 
Alps. 

The  fyftematic  naturalift^  agree  in  taking  the 
Ipeciik  chara&er  of  the  bouquetin  from  die  beard^ 
and  the  boms,  which  they  defcribe  as  knobbed 
along  the  upper  or  anterior  furface,  and  r eclininj; 
towards  the  back. 

The  male  bouquetix^  is  larger  than  the  tame 
goat,  but  refembles  if  much  in  the  outer  form. 
The  head  is  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  body^ 
with  the  muzzle  thick,  comprefled,  and  a  little 
arched.  The  eyes  are  large,  rotmd,  and  have 
much  fire  and  brilliancy.  Thfc  horns  large,  when 
pf  a  fiUl  fize  weighing  ibmetibies  i6or  18  pounds, 

flatted 

f  Mcft  nattiraliftf  affirm  that  Homer  calli  this  animal 
AiCi(«K«(,  whereas  he  ftiles  it  ^l^YP%  Qr  the  wild-goat^ 
adding  the  epichec  ^l*^t  Qr  wantonu 
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flatted  before  and  rounded  behind,  with  one  or 
two  longitudinal  ridges,    and  many  tranfverfe 
ridges ;  which  degenerate  towards  the  tip  into 
knobs ;  the  colour  dufky   brown.     The  beard 
long,  tawny,  or  duiky.     The  legs  flcnder,  with 
the  hoofs  *fhort,  hollow  on  the  infide,  and  on  the 
outfidc  terminated  by  a  falient  border,  like  thofc 
of  the  chamois.     The  body  fiiort,   thick,   and 
ftrong.     The  tail  fliort,  naked  underneath,  the 
reft  covered  with  long  hairs,  white  at  the  bafe 
ind  fides,  black  above  and  at  the  end;    Space 
under  the  tail  in  fome  tawny,    in  others  white. 
The  coat  long,  but  not  pendent,  a(h*coloured. 
mixed  with  fome  hoary  hairs  :  a  black  lift  runs 
along  the  back  ;    and  there  is  a  black  fpot  above 
and  below  the  knees.     Its  colour,  however,  like 
that  of  other  animals,  muft  neceflarily  vary  ac- 
cording to  its  age  and  local  circumftances. 

The  female  has  been  little  noticed  among  na* 
turalifts.  She  is  one  third  lefs  than  the  male, 
and  not  fo  corpulent :  her  colour  is  lefs  tawny: 
her  horns  arc  very  fmall,  and  not  above  eight 
inches  long.  In  thcfe,  and  in  her  figure,  flic 
refembles  a  goat  that  has  been  caftrated  whilft 
young.  She  has  two  teats,  like  the  tame  (he- 
goat,  and  never  has  any  beard,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
in  an  advanced  age.  The  young  ones  are  of  a 
dirty  grey  colour,  and  the  lift  along  the  back  is 
fcarccly  difcermble. 

There  is  a  ftuffed  fpecimen  of  the  male  bou- 
quctin  of  the  Alps  in  Mr.  Parkinfon's,  late  Sir 
A(hton  Lever's,  Mufeutn,  of  which  I  have  here 
given  fome  of  the  principal  dimcnfions,  as  they 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  author  that  has  fallen 
under  my  obfervation,  except  in  Buffon'sHiftoire 

•    ^    •     NaturcHe; 
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^aturelle ;  and  thofe  were  taken  by  Mr.  Dau- 
bentonfrom  a  young  fubjeft. 

Feet    Inches. 

•Length  of  the  head  from  the  lower  jaw 

to  the  fpace  between  the  horns       ""     o     pi* 
Length  from  the  root  of  the  horns  to 

the  bafe  or  origin  of  the  tail  -^44 

Height  at  the  (hoolder  before  —     ^     Si 

Height  at  the  ftoulder  behind  —    ^71 

Circumference  of  the  body  next  to  the 

fore  legs  —  —  —     3     6 

Circumference  next  the  hind  legs      —     3     2 
Circumference  of  the  neck,  clofe  to  the 

ihouldcrs            —  —  —     ^     3^ 

'    ■ between  the 

«ars  and  the  horns  —         —14. 

The  horns  being  fo  remarkable  a  part  of  this 
animal,  I  (ball  here  add  the  meafurement,  not 
only  of  thofe  belonging  to  Mr.  Parkinfon,  but 
of  fcveral  pairs  which  arc  depofited  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum.  Thofe  in  tbe  fecond  and  third  co- 
lumns certainly  belong  to  the  bouquetin  of  the 
Alps.  Their  colour  is  a  dufky  brown.  The  firljt 
of  thefe  is  very  flat  before  ;  the  fecond  is  not 
fo  flat ;  neither  the  longitudinal  nor  tranfverfe 
ridges  are  fo  (trongly  marked :  thefe  are  evi- 
dently the  horns  of  a  very  old  animal.  The 
horns  in  the  fourth  column  belong  alfo  to  th<; 
bouquetin  ;  but  probably  from  fome  otber  coun- 
try. Their  colour  is  black-;  they  arc  much 
flatter  on  the  fides,  and  narrower  before  than  the 
others  ;  the  longitudinal  ridg«  i$  very  Arongly 
marked,  and  the  tranfverfe  ridges  (Ironger  and 
more  numerous.  I  cannon  obiiervc  any  more 
«  than 
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than  one  *  longitudinal  ridge  in  any  of  Che 
horns  ^hich  I  have  examined,  the  exterior  part 
of  the  front  being  univerfally  rounded  off,  and 
the  tranfyerie  ridges  run  very  little  into  the  fides. 
The  horQ$  in  the  fifth  column  belong  unquefti- 
onably  to  the  uSgagrus  of  Faliati  which  i$  not 
improbably  a  variety  of  the  bouquetin.  Tvo 
fine  pairs  of  thcfe  were  given  to  the  Mufeum  by 
the  late  duke  of  Northumberland.  They  have  no 
anterior  flat  face,  but  a  fharp  ridge^  with  a  few 
Icsobs  in  front,  about  nine  in  number,  and  very 
diftant  from  each  other;  they  arc  ftrcaked 
tranrverfely,  more  evidently  towards  the 
end.  Their  extremities  are  much  ardied, 
with  the  points  turning  inwards.  The  co- 
lour is  the  fame  with  thofc  pf  the  alpine  bou- 
quetinSf 


PIMEN6IONS  ofHie  hms  ia  Mr.  fvtiidiaaX  \m 
Sir  Aihkon  Lc?er'sy  tfufettin  (n.  i.)  %ad  in  tit  Britifli 
Mufeum^ 


N?.  1. 

N».a. 

N».  $.  Nf  4, 

Nts. 

^eailioev  dirediMi,  er  chord. 

Ft.  lo. 

Ft.  In 

Ft.  In. 

'•.>'. 

Ft.  In. 

from  the  root  t&  the  tip    — 

»    H 

I    9 

%    o 

••I 

Ar«,orlaitih  meafttrcd  ttong 

the  cvrvatart        -^       — 

%    t 

ft    6i 

S     ^ 

c 

Chevmference  at  the  bife  •- 

o    9i 

0    8 

^  '"^o'   li 

piftADce  betwf«a  then  u  tlM 

bife              —               ^ 

0    oi 

0      1 

.^ 

0    U 

blftan^c  bctweea  them  at  the 

tip.         -         -        ^ 

S     ^    ft     » 

Kuipber  of  xnofmte  rid|«t  — 

H 

1    u 

ft* 

V 

*  Moft  naturallfts  «iSrra,  ttutt  tbe  boras  mrc  mtrkdl  with 
huo  lon^imdinal  ridgeii  M  thofe  tbtt  htT<e  Mltn  under  mj 
obfenration  bave  oviy  m^  vmrnt  longtio^intl  ridge,  tad  a 
fcmt^mark  on  the  exterior  edge,  ^^hick  is  probaUj  ttkcn  bt 
tatjecmul  Joflgitudiiml  ridge.    ,  ;.;.,. 
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It  is  a  common  nodon  of  the  hunters,  adopted 
by  many  nataralifts,  that  the  agp  of  a  bouquctin 
may  be  eftimatcd  by  the  number  of  tranfverfc 
ridges  or  knobs  m  the  horns.  M.  van  Bercfaem, 
however,  aflares  me,  from  his  own  obfcrva- 
tions,  that  this  is  a  vulpr  error  ;  and  that  its 
age  can  only  be  afcertamed  by  the  number  and 
form  of  the  teeth,  as  in  flieep  and  goats.  This 
miftake  has  alfo  occafioned  its  term  of  life  to 
be  fuppofed  much  longer  than  it  really  is.  This 
animal  increafes  in  bulk  to  the  age  of  four  years ; 
according,  therefore,  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
Count  de  Buffbn,  that  the  age  is  about  feven 
times  the  growth }  its  life  is  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
years. 

In  a  ftate  of  tranquility,  the  bouquetin  com- 
monly carries  the  head  low ;  but  in  running 
holds  it  high,  and  even  bends  it  a  little  forward- 
He  mounts  a  perpendicular  rock  of  fifteen 
feet  at  three  leaps,  or  rather  three  fucceflive 
bounds  of  five  feet  each.  It  does  not  feem  as  if 
he  found  any  footing  on  the  rock,  appearing  to 
touch  it  merely  to  be  repelled,  like  an  elaftic 
fubftance  ftrikmg  againft  a  hard  body.  He  i^ 
not  fuppofed  to  take  more  than  three  fuccei&ve 
leaps  in  this  manner.  If  he  is  between  two  rocks 
which  are  near  each  other,  and  wants  to  reach 
the  top,  he  leaps  from  the  fide  of  one  rock  to 
the  other  alternately,  till  he  has  attained  the  fum- 
mit.  He  alfo  traverfes  the  glaciers  with  rapidity ; 
but  only  when  he  is  puriued,  for  other wifif  he 
ayoids  them. 

The  bouquetins  feed,  during  the  night,  in  the 
higbeit  woods :    but  the  fun  no  fooner  begins 
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to  gHd  the  fbmmits^  than  they  quit  the  woodj 
region,  and  mount,  feeding  in  their  progrefs,  till 
they  have  reached  the  mod  confiderable  heights. 
They  betake  thcmfelves  to  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains which  face  the  eaft  or  fouth,  and  lie  dowa 
in  the  highed  places  and  hotted  expofures  :    but 
when  the  fiin  has  finiihed  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  its  courfe,  they  again  begin  to  feed,  and 
to  defcend  towards  the  woods  ;  whither  they  re- 
tire when  it  is  likly  to  fnow,  and  where  they 
always  pafs  the  winter.     The  bouquetins  aflcm- 
ble  in   flocks,    confiding  at  the  mod  of  ten, 
twelve,  or  fifteen ;  but  more  ufually  in  fmaller 
numbers.     The  males  which  are  fix  years  old 
and  upwards,  haunt  more  elevated  places  than 
the  females  and  younger  bouquetins ;    and  as 
they  advance  in  age  are  lefs   fond  of  fpciety ; 
they    become  gradually  hardened   againd    jtbe 
effefts  of  extreme  cold,  and  frequently  live  entirely 
alone« 

*  ^n  funvner  they  fced  principally  on  the  gmfi 
and  other  aromatic  plants  which  grow  in  the 
high  Alps ;  and  in  winter  t.hcy  eat  th?  lichens, 
and  broufe  on  bu/h^  and  the-  tender  fhoots  of 
trees.  They  prefer' thofe  fpots  where  the  dwarf 
birch  and  alpine  willows,  grow,  and  where 
rhododendron^  thaliilruin^  and  jQ^ifragei^ 
abound. 

1  he  bouquetins  having  their  fore  legs  fomc^ 
what  Oiorter  rhan  the  hind  legs,  naturarty  af- 
jccnd  with  greater  facility  rhan  they  defcencj  ;  for 
this  reafon  nothing  but  the  fevered  weather  can 
engage  them  to  come  down  into  the  lower  re- 
gions; and  even- in  winter,  if  there  arc  a  few 

fine 
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fine  days,   they   leave  the   woods   and  mount 
higher.  \ 

Winter  is  the  feafon  of  love  with  them,  and 
principally  the  month  of  January.  The  females 
go  with  young  five  momhs,  and  confequcntly 
produce  in  the  laft  week  of  June,  or  the  firft  of 
July.  At  the  time  of  parturition  they  feparate 
from  the  males,  retire  to  the  fide  of  fome  rill, 
and  generally  bring  forth  only  one  young,  though 
fome  naturalifls  affirm  that  they  occafionally  pro- 
duce two. 

The  common  cry  of  the  bouquetin  is  a  fhort 
iharp  whiftle,  not  unlike  that  of  the  chamois,  but 
of  lefs  continuance :  fometimes  it  makes  a  fnort, 
and  when  young  bleats. 

The  leafon  for  hunting  the  bouquetin  is  to- 
wards the  eitd  of  fummer,  and  in  autumn,  dur- 
ing the  months  of  Augufl  and  September,  when 
they  are  ufually  in  good  condition.  None  but  the 
inhabitants  of  the  moimtains  engage  in  the  chace; 
for  it  requires  not  only  a  head  that  can  bear 
to  look  down  from  the  greateft:  heights  without 
terror,  addrefs  and  fure-footednefs  in  the  mod 
difficult  and  dangerous  pafies,  and  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent markimaii;  but  alfo  much  firength  and 
vigour,  to  fupport  hunger,  cold,  and  prodigious 
fatigue.  The  moft  determined  hunters  of  bou- 
iquetins  live  in  the  mountains  of  the  Lower  Val- 
lais ;  for  inftance,  the  natives  of  Servan,  a  vil- 
lage in  a  wild  and  pidurefque  fituation,  four 
leagues  from  Valorfine,  and  two  or  three  from 
Martigny,  are  hunters ;  and  the  bouquetins  be- 
ing no  longer  fbund  in  their  mountains,  they 
hunt  in  thofe  of  the  valley  of  Aoft,  obtaining 

a  pcrmiffion 
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a  permifioa  for  that  purpofe  froai  the  mhabi* 
tants. 

Two  or  three  hunters  ufuaUy  affociate  in  thif 
perilous  occupation :  they  are  armed  with  rifle* 
barrelled  guns^  and  fumiftied  with  (mall  bags  of 
provifions ;  they  pafs  the  night  among  ro^  at 
^onfiderable  heights ;  they  ered  a  miferable  hut 
of  turf,  where  they  lie  without  fire  or  coverings 
and  on  waking  not  unfrcquently  find  the  en^ 
trance  blocked  up  with  fhow  three  or  four  feet 
in  depth.  Sometimes,  in  the  purfuit  of  a  bou- 
quetin,  being  overtaken  by  darknefs  amid  cngs 
and  precipice^)  they  are  obliged  to  pafk  the  whdic 
night  (landing,  embraced  i^  order  to  fupport 
each  other,  and  to  prevent  themfelves  fix>m  fleep- 
ing.  As  the  bouquetins  afcend  into  the  higher 
regions  very  early  in  the  morning,  it  is  fiec^ary 
CO  gain  the  heights  before  them,  otherwift  they 
fcent  the  hunter  and  betake  theitofelves  to  flight : 
it  would  then  be  in  vain  to  fellow  them,  for  when 
once  they  begin  to  efcape,  they  never  ftop  tiU 
they  think  themfeives  entirely  out  of  danger, 
and  will  even  fometimes  run  for  tea  or  twclvtc 
leagues. 

The  female  fliows  much  attachment  to  her 
young,  and  even  defends  it  againft  eagles,  wolves, 
and  other  enemies  j  (he  takes  refuge  in  fome  ca- 
vern, and  prefenting  the  ^ead  at  the  entrance  of 
the  hole,  thus  oppofes  the  enemy. 

When  a  bouquetin  is  (hot,  the  hunters  let  it 
cool  upon  the  fpot,  and  then  embowel  it,  put- 
ting the  blood  into  one  of  the  entrails,  which 
is  edeemed  by  the  peafants  a  fovereign  remedy 
in  pteurities  and  fome  other  diforders.  A  large 
bouquetin  thus  embowcUed  will  weigh  180  or 

309 
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aoo  pounds*    A  female  wcigha  only  from  70  to^ 
80  pounds. 

Some  naturalifts  are  of  ofHuiony  that  the  di- 
minution  of  the  race  of  bouquetias  in  the  AIp$. 
it  owing  to  his  fize,  the  monflrous  length  and 
weight  of  the  homs,  which  impede  him  in  hi% 
courfe  \  becaufe  he  is  driven  into  places  wb^rc 
he  can  fcarcdly  procure  fufficient  noarifhmenfi 
during  great  part  of  the  year,  where  his  fight  be* 
comes  debilitated,  and  is  frequently  loft .  by  the 
ftrong  reflcdion  of  the  fun  from  the  ice  and  mow^ 
They  confider  this  animal  rather  as  a  native  of 
like  fubalpine  regions,  which  are  covered  during 
fummer  with  the  fineft  herbage,  and  where  the 
bouquetins  and  chamois  probably  paftured  vk 
tranquillity,  when  only  the  lower  valUes  and 
plauns  were  inhabited. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  maintained  by  others^ 
t&at  the  bouquetin  is  endued  with  ftrength  pro- 
portionate  to  bk  (ize  ;  and  though  he  is  inferior 
to  the  chamois  in  livelinefs  and  agility,  yet  he  ia 
by  no  means  deficient  in  adivity ;  that  his  horns^ 
though  large  and  weighty,  yet  from  their  recJio* 
ed  poTition  do  not  feem  to  be  any  impediment, 
but  rather  render  him  effential  fervice  when  he 
happens  to  fall,  or  purpofely  throws  himfelf  down 
precipices  to  avoid  His  purfuers.  They  add  alfo, 
that  his  natural  food  is  rather  lichens  than  herbs ; 
that  he  is  particularly  fond  of  'the  young  (hoot^ 
of  trees  and  ihrubs  ;  and  that  in  all  the  places 
where  he  inhabits,  he  is  found  in  the  coldeft  and 
rudeft  mountains,  and  on  the  fleepeft  rocks. 
From  thcfe  circumftances,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  his  prefent  fituation  and  manner  of  life  is  an 
efied  of  nature  rather  than  neccfllty.     Befides, 

why 
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why  do  the  chamois,  vt^ho  are  more  hunted  than 
the  bouquetin,  dill  inhabit  the  lefs  elevated  re- 
gions ;  and  why  are  they  not  driven  into  the  gla- 
ciers ?  To  account  for  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  the 
bouquetin,  we  need  only  confidcr  the  number 
of  its  enemies,  in  men,  beads,  and  birds  of 
prey.  Nor  is  there  much  caufe  for  apprehen- 
lions,  that  the  race  will  be  extinQ  even  in  the 
Alps.  But  allowing  that  the  bouquetin  was 
no  longer  found  in  his  native  Alps,  ftill  we 
could  not  affirm  with  fo  much  propriety  that  the 
race  was  extinft,  as  that  it  had  migrated  into  a 
milder  climate,  and,  with  a  date  of  domcftica- 
tion  and  more  fucculent  food,  had.  acquired 
fofter  manners,  a  form  lefs  rude,  fmallcr  and 
fmoothcr  horns.  For  it  is  even  not  improbable 
that  the  bircm  fcrus  or  bouc-cftain  of  Bclon,  the 
bouquetin  of  the  Alps,  the  Siberian  ibex,  and 
aegagrus,  both  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  Pal- 
las ♦,  and  the  tame  goat  in  all  its  different  forms, 
are  only  varieties  of  the  fame  fpecies.  Their  dif- 
ference in  fiiape  and  manners  may  be  fufficiently 
accounted  for  from  a  change  of  climate,  fitua- 
tion,  and  food  ;  they  are  found  to  couple  freely 
with  each  other  \  and  are  afferted  to  produce  an 
offspring  which  is  fertile. 

They  all  have  a  beard,  which  feems  to  be  the 
great  charafteridic  didinSion  of  this  genus. 
They  differ  more  or  lefs  from  each  other  in  the 

ihapc 


•  Perhaps  alfo  tbc  tofra  cmtcajica^  defcribed  b/  Pall«> 
from  the  paj>ers  of  Guldenftacdt,  and  which  he  rcprcfcnr?  hj 
difiFering  f'-oin  the  aegagrus,  wiih  which  ir  has  been  cjnfoui.v.ed 
by  fonic  naiufalifts.     &rc  Ad.  Peer,  for  1 779. 
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ibape  of  their  horns,  (ize,  and  coat,  none  of 
which  can  be  eftecmed  certain  fpecific  diftinc- 
tions.  The  greateft  difference  undoubtedly  con- 
fift«  in  the  horns^  none  of  them,  perhaps,  ex- 
cept the  bouquetin^  having  a  longitudinal  ridge, 
and  fome  of  them  being  evep  without  the  tran- 
▼ede  ridges..  But  this  difference  is  lefs  percep- 
tible, in  comparing  the  bouquetin  with  the  Si- 
berian ibex,  the  ibex  with  the  aegagrus,  and  the 
se^gru^  with  the  tame  goat.  Nor  are  the  horns 
of  tl^e  Alpine  bouquetin  fo  much  weightier, 
longer,  and  larger,  than  thofe  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  animals,  as  to  form  a  certain  fpecific  dif- 
tindion  *• 

But  even  if  this  difference  Ihould  be  ftill 
greater,  it  could  never  be  admitted  as  forming  a 
fpecific  diftinftion*  For  the  horns  not  only  dif- 
fer in  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but  in  the 

fame 


*  The  horns  of  the  bouqiMtin,  as  has  been  before  obferved, 
ire  fbmecimes  found  to  weigh  fizteen  or  eighteen  pounds,  to  be 
f4lree  feet  in  length,  and  to  have  twency-fourtranfverfe  ridges. 
A  iingle  horn  of  a  Siberian  ibex  weighed,  according  to  Pallat» 
eight  RutFian  pounds,  which  is  one  tenth  lefs  than  an  Engliih 
pound,  and  had  fifteen  or  erghceen  tranfverfe  ridges.  The 
horns  of  another  full  grown  Siberian  ibex  meafared  2  feet  5 
inches  and  5  lines,  along  the  curvature,  and  1  foot  i  inches 
and  I.  line,  in  a  reftilinear  direction.  The  horns  of  an  aegag- 
rus nieafured  2  feet  2  inches  and  9  lines  along  the  curvature, 
and  I  foot  4  inches  in  a  linear  direction.  The  horns  of  a  full 
grown  Caucafan  goat,  were  2  feet  4  inches  along  the  curvature^ 
and  1  foot  6  inches  in  the  linear  diredtion.  The  longitudinal 
ridges  or  ridges  remain  then  as  the  Wji  fpecific  difference  be- 
tween the  hovns  of  the  alpine  bouquetin  and  tho(eof  the  other 
fpecies.  See  the  meafuretnents  in  Pallas  Spic.  2^1.  and 
in  his  defcription  of  the  Capra  .Caucaiica,  in  *A6t.  Peer,  for 
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fiune  individiials  at  difoent  agcs«  If  ve  were  lo 
atiempt  to  xrriifge  doamah/okfy  b}r  their  lionity 
tbe  difcrimiDatioas  would  he  as  emUds  as  imcer- 
tMA.  But  if,  in  the  prtfent  inftaoce^  the  alpbc 
bouqvetin  and  the  other  fpecies  o£  die  goat  ge* 
nus  ibottld  be  excqited  from  diis  general  aifav 
tion,  we  ham  ohIjf  to  add^  that  M.  vanBerehem 
pofleflcs  the  horns  of  a  yotmg  oi^^  produced 
from  the  lurion  of  the  bouqoetin  and  Iho-goat, 
that  are  exa£Uy  fimilar  to  the  bonis  of  die  siga- 
graS)  which,  as  Pallas  aflcrts^  re&mble  tho£e  of 
the  tame  goat.  CUmate  and  mstrifflem,  nuiA 
have  a  great  tffoBL  upon  the  horii&of  animsJs. 
The  female  of  the  bouquetin  has  hom&  very  like 
thofe  of  the  tame  goat^  It  is  no  wonder,  tfatre- 
ibre,  if  a  long  ferTitilde,  an  inadlve  life,  an  ex- 
change from  the  aromatic  plants  and  pure  air  of 
the  mountains  to  a  groft  noiriment  and  nmoiAer 
atmofphere,  (hould  diminifli  the  horns,  alter  their 
fhape,  fubdue  the  longitudinal  ridge,  and  convert 
the  knobs  into  wrinkles. 

The  Count  de  Buffon  eKtetfds  the  goat  genus 
ftill  farther,  and  comprehends  under  it  even  th( 
chamois,  conjcduring  that  the  bouquetin  is  th# 
male  in  the.  original  race  of  goats,  and  the  cba^ 
Alois  the  female.  The  French  naturalift  ha^ng, 
at  the  time  when  he  defcribed  the  bouquetin, 
never  feen  it  in  a  full  grown  (late,  was  probably 
induced  to  entertain  this  opinion  from  a  faint  re* 
iitimblance  between  the  female  bouquetin  and  the 
chamois.  But  there  docs  not  feem  the  leaft 
foundation  for  this  notion,  the  chamois  being  an 
axximal  totally  diftiadi  from  thegoats,  never  coup- 
ling with  them,  and  judiciouily  clafled  by  Pallas 

and 
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and  Pennant  in '  the  genus  of  antelopea.    His  ^ 
conjecture,  howeyer,  that  the  boucjuctin ,  Is  the 
original    fource   of  all  the  tame    goats   fecms 
to  be  well  founded;    and  has    been    adopted 
by  the  greatefl:  part  of  fucceeding  naturalifts. 
And.  as,  according  to  the  juft  obfcrvations   of 
Pallas,  the  asgagrus  approaches  nearer  than  the 
bouquetin  to  the  tame  goat  in  its  form  and  horns, 
the  aegagrus  may  be  the  link  which  uititcs  xhe 
bouquetin  and  the  tame  goat.     May  not  the  ^ga>> 
grus  be  confidered  as  a  race  produced  fronv  the 
bouquetin  and  the  tame  (he-goat,  or  the  goat  and 
female  bonquetin  ?    Pallas  alfo  cpnjedures,  that 
the  tame  goat  may  poifibly  have  been  propagated 
from  the  a^gagrus  and  the  Siberian  ibex,  which 
is  allowed  by  mod  naturalifts  to  be  the  fame  as  the 
bouquetin ;  and  Pennant  remarks,  with  no  lefs 
iagacity,  that  the  tame  goats  may  be  derived 
from  both,  as  we  are  affured  that  the  ibbx  and 
ihe-goat  will  produce  a  fimilar  offspring.      It  is 
alfo  probable,  that  the  bouquetin  is  the  origin  of 
all  the  goat  genus,  becaufe it  is  the  largeft,  ftrongi- 
eft,  .and  dwells  in  the  mod  inhofpitable  regions. 
For,  according  to  the  obfervation  of  the  fame 
great  zoologift  *,  whom  we  have  fo  often  quoted,* 
tbofe  animals  who   are  natives  <of  the    coldeflt 
mountains  muft,    on  defcending  into-  the  warm 
plains,  be  'liable  to  greater  changes  than  thofe 
who  are  formed  for  milder  climates ;  and  this 
circumftance  fecms  fufScient  to  account  for  the 
great  variety  obfervablc  in  the  goat  genus. 

Some  pretend,  that  the  bouquetin  cannot  be 
the  original  Rock  from  whence  the  goats  have 

Vol.  I.  E  e  been 

«  Pallas. 
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been. produced,  becaufe,  ^  he  inhabits  only  the 
loftiell,fumraits  and  rocks  covered 'with  eternal 
fnow,  and  feeds  only  on  plants  peculiar  to  high 
regions,  he  cannot  be  domefticated  in-  a  variety 
of  climates.  But  this  opinion  is  contradi&cd  by 
fad  and  experience.  Stumpf,  the  hiftorian  of 
Switzerland,  informs  us,  that  the  Vallaifans  near 
Sion  bred  up  tame  bouquetins  with  their  goats  % 
and  Bclon  relates,  that  the  Cretsons  tamed  the 
^oufig  bouc^cftains  by  giving  them  to  be  fucklcd 
by  the  goats.  Dr.  Pallas  alfo  relates,  that  he 
has  frequently  feen  the  Siberian  ibex  among 
the  tame  goats,  and  mentions  one  in  particular 
at  Orenburgh,  which  was  leader  of  a  flock> 
and  father  of  a  nuhierous  offspring  more  re- 
fcmbling  the  females  than  himfelf.  He  was 
very  different  from  the  tame  he-goats»  fcarccly 
inferior  in  fize  to  a  bouquetin  two  years  old :  in 
colour  and  (Irength  he  refembled  the  wild  ani- 
mal ;  had  thick  horns,  knobbed,  not  keeled 
above,  and  a  long  rough  coat,  but  no  where 
pendent,  except  in  the  beard :  the  black  lift  on 
the  back  was  almoft  obliterated.  And  lafily^ 
Mr*  van  Berchem  faw  fevcral  tame  bouquetins 
•  at  Aigle.  They  were  gentle  and  familiar ;  and 
\^ithout  being  remarkably  lively,  were  a&iveand 
graceful  in  all  their  motions.  They  bred  with 
different  (he-goats,  and  Mr.  van  Brechem  few 
the  young  ones,  which  fecmed  to  form  a  new 
race. 

If  thcfe  obfervation  (hould  be  well  founded, 
the  goat  genus,  or  race  of  the   bouquetin,  is 
found  ^n  a  wild  ftate  along  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains 
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tains  that  traverfes  the  temperate  parts  both  of 
Europe  and  Afia  ;  •  on  the  Pyrenees  and  Carpa- 
thian mountains  ;  on  the  Taurus  and  Caucafus  ; 
on  the  mountains  of  Siberia  and  Tartary  ;  in 
Kamtchatka ;  on  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago ; 
in  I:}edsjaea$  in  Arabia  \  in  India  j  perhaps  ia 
Egypt  and  Lybiaf.  .        , 
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f  A*^  clirondlogica]   lift  of   the  authors  who  h^ve  men- 
tioned, defcribed,  or  figured  the  bouquecin  ana  seg^grus,   is 
here  fubjoiAcd. 
154.8.  J,    Rudolph.    Stuinpf  Geineine   Eidgenoileiichaft  Be-, 

fchreiboing.     Zurich,  folio.  A  good  account,'  tranflated 

into  Latin/  inferred  in  Gefner's  work,  and  tranfcribed 

by  many  fucceeding  naruralift?. 
1551.  Conradi    Gcfnefi    Hiftoria   Quadrupedum.      Tiguri^ 

folioi     Ar  page  531,    &c.  is  an  ample  account,  from 

the  ancient?,  Srumpf,  and  others,   with  a  fmall  figure. 

At  page  1699,  however,  it  intolerably  well  'figiireff. 
1554.  Belon  Ojfervripns.     French  edition,  p."  20.     A  good 

dcfc-ipiion   of  the  animal  "in  C''ete,  with  a  moderate 

figure— Latin^  edi' ion,    br  Clufius.   1605.  p.  20.     The 

figure  fmall  and  very  indiflcrcnt.     . 
1617.  Sprechcr  Pallas  Rhetica. 
1621.  Ulyffis  Aldfjvardi  QnadVupedum  BifulcOmth  Hiftoria, 

p.  73^»%732.     Bad. 
1657.  Join.  Jonilon,  M    D*  Hiftoria  Natu^alisde  Qn^drupe- 

dibus,  Amftel.' folio.  Page  53.  r.  25.  f.  i.  and  c.  28.  f, 

3,  the  latter  from  G  fiier. ' 
1674,  Olearii  Gatterfifche  Kunft  K^mmer.  Tab.   10.   fig.   i. 

head  and  horus. 
1577.  Charleroni  Ewrcitaiiones.     Oxon,  folio.  Pag.  10, 
1680.  JoH.   Jac.  Wagner,  M.  D.  Hiftofia   Nituralis  Helve- 

ti«  curiofa.     Tigurji,     1 2Uio.     At    p.     1 76.   a   iliorc 

account.  .  ^ 

1693.  Jo. 
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yourney  to  Geneva^Pays  de  Vaud — Laufanne^ 
Felix  the  Fifth — Vevm-^lomb  and  Cbarader 
rf  General  Ludlow^Clarens'^Meillerie. 


H  A  VING  quitted  the  delightful  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny  and  its  magnificent  fcenery,  we  continued 

our 

1693.  Jo.  Rail  Synopfis  Quadrvpeddm.  Lond.  8fO.  At  p.  77. 

a  fhort  defcri prion, 
f  734.  Reprefentation  des  Animaux  dc  Ic  Menagerie  de  S.  A.  S. 
■  Monfetgneur.lfe  Prince  Eugene.     Figures  of  two  malc!^ 
the  female  and  two  young  ones,  in  the  laft  plate.    Thef 
are  called  ChaDioit,  bnc  are-  bouquetins. 
I  740,  Ridiiiger  AVbildung  der  Jagtbaren  Thicre,  tab.  11. 
1748.  Linnxi  Syftema  Nature.    Holm.  8vo. 

1751,  Klein 
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eur  route  tovardis' Geneva.  As  we  proceeded^ 
the  height  df  Ihc  moujQtains  gradually  dimkiifhed; 
and  the  feVeral.valHcs,  through  vyjiich  we  paflsd, 
were  agreeably  diverfified  in  their  pr^dudions. 
•  We  fpljowed  the  courfe  of  the  fonorous  aijd  vio*- 
lent  Arye  ;*  and  near  Salcnche  we  came  to  a  dc- 

fcenty 

i'75ir  Klein  Hiftoria  Quadruped un,  pi  16.    Defcription  fron^ 

Gefacr.  .  • 

1  7y6.  Guil.  Henr.  Kramer  Elenchos  Vegetabilium  et  Ani- 

ma  Hum  per  Auftiiam  Inferiorem  obfervatoreni.  Vicn- 

.    na,  &c.  Svo.  >p.  321.    - 

Briflbn  Rejgnum    Ariimale^    4ro.  p.    64.-t-8vo.     176a. 

.  P-  3> 
1 764.  Bufron  j^iftoire  Naturcllc,  4ro.  vol.  xii.  p.   1 16.  tab. 

.    I  J.  a  bad  figure  of  a  young  one  ;  tab/  14.  a  good  pair 

•*  of  horns. 
1766.  Caroli  a  Lion^  Syftema  Mature,  edit.  Iz,  Ho!p.  8vo. 

P-9S. 

1771.  Pennant'*  Synopfis  of  Qnadrjipeds,  8vo.  p.  1 3* 
'  1776,  P.  S.  Pallis  Spicilegia  Zoologica.  Fafcic.  uodccimus 
fierol.  4ro.  p.  31.  t.  3.-— and  t.  5.  f.  4.  contains  defcrip- 
MPns  of  the  ibex  and  segagrus,  an^  gives  figures  of  the 
horns  of  the  Alpine  and  Siberian  bouquetin,  and  of  the 
SBgagrus. 

1777.  Erxleben  Syftema  Regni  Animalis,  Lipfia.  8vo. 
p.  261.       * 

1777.  Zimmerman's  Specimen  ZoolSgiae  Geographic- Qua- 
druped urn.     Lugduni  Bat.  4to.  p.  166. 

This  curious  and  learned  work,  improved  and  en- 
larged, WAS,  in  1780,  published  by  the  author  in  the 
German  tongue,  under  the  following  tirje  : 

Zimmerman's  Geographifche  pefchichte,  &c.  3 
vols.  8vo.  Leipfic.  1 780. 

1 781.  Pennant's  Hiftory  of  Qaadruped^.  Article  Wfix  and 
Caucafan  Goat. 

1786.  Rozier  Obfervations  fur  la  Phyfique,  fur  rHiiloirc 
Naturelle,  &c.  Par.  quarto,  tome  28,  25.  Qirtanner, 
Van  Berchem,  &  Guldcnftaedt. 

1787.  Pennant's  Ardlic  Zooiogy. 
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fcent,  'where  on  our  right  -hand  wc  dcfcried  a  I 

linall  take,  the  fituation  whereof  is  extremely 
pidurcfque  ;    and  whofe  borders,  (kirted    with 
wood,  arc  plcafing  and  variegated.     From  hence- 
wc'dcfcended  into  the  plain,  which,  continues  al- 
mofl;  perfcdly  level  lo  Geneva/  Salehchc  lies  it 
the  bottom  of  a  broad  valley,  which  here  contrads. 
to  a  narrow  pafs.     Tradition  fays,  that  this  little 
plain  was  once  a  lake" ;  and  indeed  its  form,  and    . 
uic  quality  of  the  fail,  feem  to  juftify  tradition  ; 
great  part  is  laid  wafle  by  the^nruly  ArvCj  jvhicK , 
frcquefttly  overflows,  its  banks  ;  and  the  reft  is 
moftly  covered  with  fruit-trees. 

Not  far  from  Magland  we  flopped  to  admire 
a  beautiful  fall  of  water,  called  the  cafcadc  of 
Arpcnas,  which  rufhes,  like  the  Staubbach,  from 
an  impcndiftg  rock.  When  I  faw  it,  there  was 
a  conndcrablc  wind,  which  drove  the  torrent,  ' 
foon  after  its  leaving  the  rock,  at  Icaft  an  hun- 
dred yards  out  of  the  perpendicular  direftion, 
into  an  almofl  imperceptible  fpray  :  I  then  be- 
held it  trickling  down  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains in  a  thouJiind  little  ftreams,  whith  united 
at  a  ridge  ;  and  from  thence  formed  three  caf- 
cades..  The  body^of  water  was  much  more  con- 
fidefable  than  that  of  the  Staubbach  ;  and  the 
fall  appeared  to  me  altogether  as  high.  Between 
Magland  and  Clufe  wc  took  a  guide  to  conduft 
us  to  the  cave  of  la  Balme*  Though  the  afcent 
was  not  very  long,  yet  it  was  fo  fteep  that  we  were 
nearly  an  hour  in  reaching  it :  we  then  fcramblcd 
along  a  precipice;  from  which  we  mounted  a 
ladder  ;  and  hy  the  aid  of  the  branches  of  a  nut- 
tree  growii^q  from  the  rock,  we  pulled  ourfclves 
into  a  natural  cavern  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 

mile 
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mile  in  length,  and  forming  various   branches  ^ 
that  led  into  lofty  vaults  and  fpacious  openings  ; 
but  the^ight  of  which  did  not  anfwtr  the  trouble 
\   required  to  enter  it. 

We  paffecj  the  night  at   Clufe^  which  is  fitu- 

;atcd  by  the  fide  of  the  Arvc  ;  and  the  next 
poming  came  dgwn  the  banks  of  that  river  to 
Bonneville,  the  capital  <^  Fauclgny  :  it  (lands 
alfo  upon  the  Arvc,  at  the  bottom  of  a  chain^of 

•rocks,  which  from  this  place  diminilh  into  hills. 
AH  ihis  part  of  Faucigny,  as  alfo  a  fmall  ftrip  of 

Xhablats  through  which  we  pafled,  is  a  ricli 
plain,  that  produces  wine  and  corn  in  greaf 
plenty ;  but  is  neither  populous  nojr  well  cul- 
tivated. By  the  little  village  of  Chene  we  enter- 
ed nnto  the  territory  of  Geneva :'  the  fudden 
change  from  the  poverty  of  the  Savoyards  to  the 
neatnefs  and  eafe  of  the  Genevajis,  the  populouf- 
nefs  of  thp  country,  the  richnefs  of  its  cultivation, 
and  the  number  of  country-feats  fcattered  about 
the  fields,  were  circumftances,  that  affefted  mc 
with  a  pleafing  fatisfadion. 

As  I  propofc  yifiting  Geneva  again,  in  my 
way'  to  the  fouth  of  France,  I  will  defer  giving 
any  account  pfth^it  interefjting  fown  until  my  rc- 

'  turn.       '  , 

We  went  from  Geneva  to  Craffi,  a  fmall  vil- 
lage in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  where  wq  paffcd  a  day 
with  an  Englifli  gcntlemalTi,  who  has  taken  a 
houfe  for  thq  fummer  }n  that  delightful  fpot.  In 
our  way  to  Craffi  we  paffcd  through  Vcrfoi,  ?t 
little  village  in  the  French  territories,  upon  the 
Jake  of  Geneva  ;  it  goes  by  the  name  of  ChoiJhuPs 
'folly.  Geneva  having  fallen  uildcr  the  dilpka- 
fure  of  France;  that  minifter  endeavouring  to  t..kc 

advantage 
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.  ."    inta  EngIa«dL  bcfprc  the  year  1 562' ; .  one  being 

.  ^rfcribed  by*  Dr.  WilliaiTi  Turner  ?s  growing  in 

'.*  '   i  park  near  Colcheftqr  }    tliat  que  thirty-fix  feet 

'  in*  circujnferencc  grew  near 'tjie  great  cburch  at 

\-  ,    vlfcrne  •>•  it  wag  planjed  about  the  year  1410 ;  and 

'        u^  hoHdw  truck,  ftill. putting  forth  leaves,  was 

. ...'  ^  •    t6'  be.  ieen^  in  the  year   1720  *.    The   Geridans^ 

.  .  .'^    .  .in  old  timcs^  v^ere  fond  of  planting  the  lime  be* 

"^  '.y.fpite  their. churches  and  in  the  marketplaces,  on 

.'  '.'  tfcc6ui)t  of  its  grateful  fliade.'  -  .lliis  tree  is  now 

'  *    '     jgro^^  tnoch^out  of  ufe;-  yetthe*  Romans  ef- 

,;^toctBed  it  fo  highly,  as  to  fay  that  it  was  em- 

*V  ''.ployed  fpr  a  thoui^d  purj)ores,  jT/VriC  ^c/  mille 

. •  •  *-     ^ufiu., peitncUe/  „Afweetjuic«.  exudes  fron^- the 

*  f-'.  ^leaver  and  bark,  from,  wnich-  the  poles  fextraft 

.;**a  honey  called  by  .tbctn^Liepiz.f.'     Bees-are  atfo 

*\  .»  "  'Jond  of  the  flowers  ;  for  that  reafbn  Virgil,  in  his  • 

.  t :    *  beautiful  deftription  of  the  inddftrious  Corydan, 

.'  places  Itbe  lime  wd. the  piac-ilithe  n^ighboto- 

hoodof bis  hives..'     '      -  •.  .• 

.  ,  «  Laufanne   coiitains  sibout  feven  tfaoiifaad  in? 

•;.•     J:ifbitants :  it  is  built  upqn  an  afcent.fo  ftccp,* 

!     .        that  in  fome   places  the  horfes  cannot  without 

;  *.        great  difficuhy,.dra^  up. a  carriage  j  and  foot- 

,'      *        •      •  paflengers 

*'  A  large  lime  u  to  be  feen  on-  th^  heights  above  Vilfan, 
r  s  feat  belonging  to  Mr.  GraHVnred  of*Bern^  near  MoVjft.  I« 
girth  meafures  at  leaft  thirty^fix  feet  in  circumference,  and 
Its  height  !s  not  Icfs  thnn  nine?y  feet.  It  is  very  amient,  as  it 
was  Jopped  in  i$so  forthe  lukeof  the  bark.  The  traveller 
who  viiics  this  tree,  will  be  no  lefs  gratified  with  an  cxtcnfive 
profpcft,  conimnnding  the  lakes  of  Morat  Neuchatel,  and 
Bienne,  and  flupcuiious  chain  of  fnowy  Alps, 

cogere  prejfts 
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,    '  .      '     Laufannem  •  417; 

'     ,  '  .  .  i    '        •.  '  '         •  ".  ^  '  ■ 

J)afl(tnger$  afcend  to  the  u^^r  part  of 'jhc.  tovm'     '/  . 

by    ftcps. .     But   tbcfe   ijiconvcnielftces  ^*re  am- ,  >      ^^ 

ply    compenfated.    by  •  the    fublimeft .  A^ieVs-  ia^ ^  -  '*.. . 

nature,    commandi^ig  the  lake  of  Gcney?^  the;* 

.  Pays  'dc  .'Vaud,    and  the  rugged  coaft  of  Cb?^^  .. .    •■ 

^"blais.*-. ;  .^  ■".•'.■'.:''.■'•      ''"r  *.  '  V-'*.''-'^'- 

r' The  lame  year  in  which  part  of  the  Pays  dc^* ..-  ;  *, 

.  Vaud  i^as. conquered  from-rfie  houfc  af«Savoy,  \.'    :• 
the.  biftipp  of  t.aufanhe  retiring  from  the' (own^  *    •    / 
the  jnhabitafits ;  put  thcmfclves  •  imder  ,ttie'j>rp^*v  **  ;• ' 
tcflion  and  fovereignty  of  the*  can.tont)f  lBcrjae>  '  '  'V'* 
which  cO0.ftrmifd- and  augmeiited  their  |>riV|leges»V  i. '  ' 
At  ,prerent,  L^ufanixc  is  governed  bv  Uf  own.  "'  >^'\ 
magiftriatcs  y  |ias.  its. p'\y©  cpurts  piF  juuice ;  aijd^  -  ";. .  T  ' 
what ,  IS' very-  fi^gdjEUfy  the  citizen^,,  whp  •pbffefe    .' 
ho.ufes.iivthc'prilicipall  ftreet>  enjoy  the.privjlege    * .  'i 
of  pronouncing  fe^tchce  in  cfimihal  caufts..  The  . :  ,  v' 
criininal  i^  tried  by  the  civil  phwer:-  if  be  is     -    ./ 

.  found,'  and  acknowledged  binifelf  gtjUty,   the      •  ' ; 
burghers  pf  thi?  ftrcet  affen>bfe  ;  >  one  of  the  hua-, '  \ 
giftfates  pleads  in  <Jefenee  pF  the  prifoner,;  and       /.  • 
-another  againft  hiih-vthc.  fcourr  of.juftrpe  give*  r- •,  ; 
their  opiiiion  up<jn  tbd*  point  of  law  f  and  the 
majority,  of  \he  citizen?,  t>oflrcfGng: houfes  in  the  ..  *.    . 
principal .  ftreet,*  deteFmjne  thp  penalty.     If  the       .' 
punilhment  is  capital,  there  is^  according  lo  the'    ♦  -' 

Jctt^r.of  the  law,  np  fiardpn;  except  it  be  ob- 
tained within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  fove-     .  ' 

.  rei^n  council  of  Beriie ;  althbugh  it  generally  -. 
happens,  that  eight  days 'are  gr<antcd  forthat  pur- 
pofe.  Wheii  the  .cnminal^is  ieiz^ed'  within  the  , 
jurifdiAion  of  ihe  town  ;" the.  fad  is  tried,  and 
the  burghers  pronounce  fentence,  in  the  town- 
hall  :  in  this  cafe  tlicre  is  no  appeal.  But,  when 
he  is  taken  ^within  the  diftrid  of  the  bailif,  .they 

aflemblie 
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'  afTemble  in  his  houfe ;  and  an  appeal  lies  from 
their  .determination  to  Berne.  I  have  been  the 
more. particular  in  my  inquiries  concerning  the 
tnode  of  this  criminal  procefs,  from  the  ftrong 
teTemblance  it  bears,  in  fome  refpeds,  to  our 
trial  by  juries. 

'[   *  Here  is  an  academy  for  the  ftudents  of  this 
'  coyritry':  profcffors  in  every  fcicncc  arc  appoint- 
ed by  government  ;^  and  there  is  a  tolerable  libra- 

. '  ry  for  the  ufe  of  the  public. 

I  have  feveral  times  had  the  good  f<5rtuOc  to 
meet  Tiflbt,  the  celebrated  phyfioian  of  this  place ; 
well  known  in  the  literary  world  for  hi»  exceUcnt 

;    writings  upon  feveral  medical  fubjeds.    His  con- 
vcrfatioti  is  uncommonly  inter efling ;  as;  bcfidci 

•  .his  fkill'  in  his  profeffion,  he  i$  well  vcrWin 
every  branch  of  polite  literature.*.  His  private 
charafber  is  no  lefs  refpeftablc  than  his  public; 
and  he  is  as  -much  edeemed  for  his  great  boma- 
•nity  as  for  his  fuperior  knowledge. 

The  church  of  LaufannCy  formerly  -chc  cathc- 

' '  dral, is  a  magnificent  goihic  building,  ftanclingon 

the  moft  elevated  part  of  the  t6wn\    It  contains* 

•  amopg  ^  many   other  Tepulchres,    the  tomb  of 
.  Amadcus  the  Eighth,  dukfe  of  Savoy,,  ftylcd  the 

Solomon  of  his  age  ;  but  more  known  by  the 
name  of  the  anci.pope  Felix  the  Fifth  ;*  who  ex- 
hibited a  fiiigular  iri(taricc  ih  the  annals  of  En- 
rope,  of  a  perfotiage  fwic^  abdicating  the  pomp 
of-  fovcrpign,  ^  and   twice  retiring  to  a  private 

•  ftation.  ». 

Having  pafled  his  early  youth  and  opening 
manhood  in  the  purfuits  ot  ambition,  he  en- 
larged his  dominions  by  the  acquifition  of  the 
Gencvois  and  Piedmount,  and  obtained  an  in* 

crcaie 
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creafc  of  rank  by  the  crcQion  of  Savoy  into  a 
dutchy.     Yet  in  the  midft  of  his  greatcft  fuccefr, 
and  ^^hen  fortune  fecmed  moll  propitious,  the 
fuddcn  death  of  a  beloved  wife,  and  a  narrow  / 
efcape  firom  aflaffinatipn,  infpired  him  with  fuch 
a  difguft  of  the  world,  that  he  refigned,  in  1434,-  ' 
the  adminiflration  of  his  eflates  to  his  eldeft  fon  ; 
and,  aceompanied  with  a. few  lords  of  his  court, 
retired  to  a  palace  at  La  Ripaille,  on  the  bor- 
der»  of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  in  this  palace,  which  :. 
he  called  ah  hermitage^  he  enjoyed,  with  an  ap-  - 
parent  indifference  to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  a 
calm  and  tranquillity  that  feemed  incompatible. 
with  his  former  afpiring  ambition  ;  until  he  was. 
fuddenly  calledJbrth  to  public  notice  m  aL  (iiore 
exalted  ftation. 

The  councifof  Bafle  having  depofed  Etigcnius 
the  Fourth,  induced,  according  to  foine  authors,  . 
by  the  reputation  which  Amadeus  liad  acquired 
for  fanfUty,  influenced,  according  to. others,  by 
hislargefles  and  intrigues^  raifed  the  hemiit  of 
La  Ripaille  to  the  papal  thtone.  This  event 
took  place  in  1439.:  the  new  pontiff  quitting  his 
favourite  retreat,,  accepted  the  proffered  dignity,  • 
either  with  a  real  ot  affefled  rcludance,  and  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  Felix  the  Fifth, 

T^e  sera  of  his  difputed  pontificate  was  marked 
^ith  turbulence' and  anarchy.  In  order  tb  avoid 
the  ftorms  which  agitated  Europe,  and  to  favour 
the  natural  indolence  of  his  temper,  he  frequent- 
ly retreated  to  Jiis .  beloved  hermitage^  and  di- 
rected the  affairs  of  the  cliurch  from  that  fequef- 
tcrcd  corner.  Gohfcious  at  length  that  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  papacy  ferved  to  widcn.inftead 
of  healing  the  fchifm  of  the  church  j  finding  that 

he 
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he  was  oppofcd  by  the  mod  powerful  princes  of 
Europe  ;  that,  on  the  death  of  his  rival  Eugenius, 
the  <;ardihals  of  Rorac  had  chofen  another  pope: ; 

'  .  and  being  ill  fupported  by  the  remains  of  the 
council  of  Baflc,  he  terminated  the  fchifm  by 
;  refigning  the  papal  tiara  in  favour  of  Nicholas  the 
Fifth.  In  this  tranfadion  he  proved  his  talents 
for  negotiation  by  obtaining  the  following  con- 
ditional  that  he  fliould  enjoy  the  next  rank  to 

:  .the  pope ;    that  he  (hould  be  appointed  vicar  of 

.  '  the  Roman  fee ;  and  that  all  the  afts  paffed  in 
his  pontificate  fhould  be  valid.  On  his  refigna- 
tion  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  La  Ripaille,  and 
died  in  MS'» 

•  Felix  the  Fifth  has  fhared  the  fate  of  many 
equivocal  charafters.  By  fome  he  is  rjcprefented 
as  a  faint,  by  others  .as  covering  the  mod  ambi- 

,  tious  defigns  under  the  malk  of  fanftity ;  by 
the  former^  his  refidence  at  La.RipailIe  is  dc- 
fcribcd  as .  the  retreat  of  religious  auftcrity ;  by 
the  latter,  as  the  feat  of  luxury*  In  this,  as  in 
moft  other  cafes,  both  parties  feem  to  have  ex- 
ceeded the  truth.     On  reviewing  the  principal 

,  events  of  his*  life,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  pa- 
lace built  by  a  fovereign  prince,  in  which  he 
was  accompanied  by  many  lords  of  his  court, 
where  he  inftltuted  an  order  of  knighthood,  and 
where  he  refided  with  the  pomp  and  dignity  of 

•   a  fovereign  pontiiF,    could  be  no  common  bcr- 

.  mita^e\  and  that  he  affiimed  the  name,  rather 
than  pafled.  the  life,  of  a  hermit ;,  while  the  power 
and  rank,which  he  fecurcd  to  hitofelf,  on  his  re- 
Agnation  of  the' papacy,,  fufficiency  demonftratc, 
that  he  never  intended  to  renounce  the  world. 
On  the  contrary,  ihould'  wc  admit,  that  his  life 
'    •  at 
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ftt  La  Ripaille  was  not  embittered  hj  penance  '' 
and  mortifications ;  yet  as  no  contemporary  au- 
thors, even  thofe  who  were  by  no  means  partial  to 
his  charafter,  have  ftigmatifed  his  retirement,  we.  r  \ 
ought  not  haftily  to  conclude,  that  it  was  the- re- 
treat of  a  mere  voluptuary.  But  in  whatever 
light  his  moral  qualities  may  be  confiderccj^  no 
one  can  withhold  from  him  the  character  of  an 
able  politician,  .  •*  * 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  general 
or  particular  defcription  of  the  Roman  antiqui-  * 
ties,  which  have  been  found  in  Switzerland ;  if  . 
you  are  curious  in  rcfcarches  of  that  fort,  I  maft 
refer  you  to  Bochart,  Miller,  Spon,  and  other 
antiquarians,  who  have  treated  minutely  of  that 
fubjedl.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  mentioning 
two  lately-difcovered  Roman  monuments,  which 
are  placed  in  the  garden  of,  Mr.  Levade,  near  the 
church  at  Laufanne. 

The  firft  is  an  altar  of  white  marble  with  red 
veins,  and  was  found,  in  1782,  bv  fomc  work- 
men in  digging  the  foundations  of'^a  houfe  in  the 
town  of  Vevay.  It  is  broken  in' a  horizontal  di- 
re&ion ;  and  what  remains  is  a  foot  and  a  half 
long  and  a  foot  high.  Thd  infcription,  though 
not  entire,  proves  it  to  be  an  altar  ercfted  by  the 
twentieth  legion  to  the  god  Silvanus. 
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c-j*r:  >n  Afccrtiins  2  hS  Jon^  d^* 
*kr'^<ij^n2n5.  Bochait,  among rir 
1^  b^rprlic,  thit  DO  in/criptian,  be 
z^Az^czinus  Pins,  who  iraifoe^; 
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mode  of  culture  however  advantage- 
^3ven  nccelVary  to  the  natives,  occafions 
J  unitonnity  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
viiies    al(o  do  not  form  a  plcafing 
[■'.  Iquc  appearance,    like  thofe  of   the 
,     vvliich  are   carried  in  beautiful  fef- 
1  tree  to  tree.     The  plants  are  low,  and  . 
'  poles  about  four  feet  in  height  ;    and 
;\\\ii^^  hich  enclofe  them,  and  border  the 
uciitly  interrupt  the  view. 
tlricl  bet  wet;  ji  Laufanne  and  Vcvay  is 
Viiux^  and   contains   the  two  plcafant 
s  of  Lutry  and  Cully  ;  as  alfo  the  twa 
Sr,  Saphorin  \  and  Corfier  :  it  is  cn- 
ft^    ;,  rifmg  abruptly  from  the  lake.   Above 
vuds,  are  rich  meadows,  and  a  continued 
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3  cliurch  of  St.  Saphorin,  is  an  aniient  Roman  mile- 
id   nc:ir  that   village,    with  the   following  infcrip- 
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m  afccrtiins  two  circumftanccs,  which  have  been 

ed  in  qudlion  ;    n^mdy,  that  the  banks  of  the 

whicli  border  dus  part  of  Switzerland,  were 

a  Roman  province,  even  fo  early  as  the  tinlc 

ilfo,  that  Avitnkum  was  the  chief  town  of 

-  for,  the  iriile-ftones  always  referred  to 

riTovince  in  which  they  were  placed. 

'"   -'"'^^'-    ;^  7,000  paces  ; 


w 
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,  advantage  of  the  troubles  in  1 768,  laid  a  plan  to 
ruin  t6e  town,  and  to'monopolire  the  whole  trade 
of  the  lake.'  Accordingly  he  fixed  upon  Vtrfoi 
as  a  (ituation  the  mod  proper,  upon  which  to 
build  a  large  town.  For  this  purpofe,  he  begaa 
by  finking  a  pier  and  making  an  harbour:  he. 
conftruftcd  alfo  a  frigate ;  marked  out  the  ftreets; 
fent  aconfidcrablc  quantity  of  ftone  to  build  the 
houfes  ;  ordered  a  garrifon,  and  ercfted  huts 
for  them,  in  which  ihey  continued  fomc  timci 
Neverthelcfs,  when  the  harbour  was  nearly  ft- 
ni(hed^  and  government  had  expended  about 
£.  1 25,000,  the  fchcme  was  relinquiflied. 

The  road  from  Geneva  to  Laufanne  runs 
through  the'  Pays  de  Yaud^  a  region  of  which, 
hidorians  and  travellers  fpcak  with  rapture  ;  par- 
ticularly of  that  part  which  borders  upon  the 
lake  of  Geneva :  and  indeed  a  more  delightful 
country  cannot  well  be  imagined.  It  is,  almoft 
the  whole  way,  a  gradual  afcent  from  the  edge 
of  the  lake,  richly  laid  out  in  vineyards,  corn- 
fields, and  luxuriant  meadows  ;  and^  checkered 
with  continued  hamlets,  villages,  and  towns  : 
the  (hoTcs  are  generally  of  the  cleaned  gravel : 
and  the  water  is  of  fo  fine  a  tranfparency,  that 
you  may  fee  the  bottonu  to  a  very  confiderable 
depth. 

We  pafied  through  Nyon,  which  ftands  de- 
lightfully upon  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  in  the 
very  point  where  it  begins  to  widen.  It  was 
formerly  called  Colonia  Equejiris  Noiodunum ; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  its  antiquity,  fevcral  Roman 
infcriptions,  and  other  antient  remains,  have  been 
frequently  difcovcred  in  the  out-(kirts  of  t]ic  town.' 
In  this  part  the  lake  forms  4  beautiful'curve,  hap- 
pily 


.  •■       *  ■  .         ..••.'...' 

.  pily  aliuded  (o  by  Lucan,  where  henieniiai^s  the  i  • 
army  of  Julius  Caefar.ftriting, their  tenrs, .  which' .  ;,  V 
were  pofted  <jn  the  borders.  *   .     • .     ■■  ^\,  ^ ' '    - 

.    J)e/eruere  Chvo  lentofia  Jlxa  Ifemanaf,  -  /  >    .    V    •     r 

*  AU  the  poffcffions.jn  this   country  formcrfyV  *>  r- 
belonging  to  *  the .  d'nke  of  Savoy,  were  wrcftcd .» ;  •«. .. 
fromr.bim  in  the  war,  .which  thie  cantQii  of^Berne^  \^ '}. 
declared  againU.. him,   in  .1536,  in  ckfencc*  of  •  / 
Geneva  :  and  intbe  faitK  .year  the  teformatiotif    »  "  * 
waa  introduced.     From  that  f)erib(}  all  the  Pay*'.:  •  ': 
dc  Vaud,  Excepting*  the  cibihmon  bailTiages  of  ..'*"-. 
Grajjfon,  Qrbe,  aivd  a  fmall  portion*  of  it;w.hich^  /^  ^ 
waSxeded  to.Friburgh,  has  be^  fubjeft  to  BcrQ^^  ;*"  •: 
aodanakes  part  of  tnat  canton..  .    •  ..'  / 

Morges,  which  ia  fituated  at  the  extremhy'of  !^  •*\  ."^ 
a  l^eautiful  bay/,is  thfii  neatcft'.toVn  in  tht^      ^^ 
parts.     Tthe  environs  are  extremely  plcafanj  y\ 
the  banks    of   the.  lake  form  an  amphitheatre 
gently  rifing  to  the  Juwa  \  and  Mont  Blanc  prc- 

•  fents  itlelf  ..through  an  immcnfe  opening  in  the     *. '  * 
oppoHte  chain  of  rocks,  wh^ch  feems  to  have 
been  foriped  by  nature  in  order  to  exhibit  a    ' 
fublime  perlpcftive  of  that  beaiftiful  mountain/   * 
Near  the  town  is  a  lime-tree  pf  a'  great  fize, 
being  twenty -four,  feet  four  inches  in  circum- 
fcrence,  and  with  branches  of  magnificent  ex-  ** 
tent  J   it  has  a  companion  about  three  •feet  left      • 
in  girth.     Mr.  Pennant  informs  me,  that  *^  this 

tree  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,   and  of  many 
othei^ parts  of  the  continent  ^  that  it  was  imported 

into 

f  "  They  ftrike  their  tents  and  quit  the  MIovq  lend 
"  Of  Leman's  lake," 
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jpta  Englaftd  before  the  year  1562  ;  one  bcin;: 
-  .^efcrifaed  by  Dr.  William  Turner  ?s  jjTowing  in 
'   i-park  near  Colcheftqr  i    tliat  one  thirty-fix  feet 
'  iir  circuits fcrencc  grew  near 'the   great  church  at 
.    vBcrnc  J  it  wag  planned  about  the  year  1410  ;  anJ 
iu  hollow  trunk,  ftill  putting  forth  leaves,  was 
X&  be.  iccn  in  the  year   1720  *.     The    Germans, 
.  .in  oW  timcs^  ^vere  fond  of  planting  the  lime  be- 
fore their  churches  and  in  the  market  pbces,  on 
.   1  a'ccoiiiit  of  its  grateful  fiiadfe.'     iTiis  tree  is  now 
grown,  much 'out  of  life;  yet  the'  Romans  ef- 
.  \  toemeU  it  fo  highly,  as  to  fay  that  it  was  em- 
''^  ployed  for  a  thou&hd  purpofcs^  ti/ia  ^d  milk 
'*    ^ufus.,peHnda.     A  fweet  juice  exudes  from  the 
'    '  leaves  and  bark,  from,  which-  the   Poles  fextraft 
.;'  a  honey  dalled,  by  .them  Liepizf.     Recs  areaifo 
^  '  fond  of  the  flowers  ;  for  that  reatbn  Virgil^  in  his 
:    *  beautiful  ^efcription  of  the  indCiftrious  Coryc;an, 
.'  places  Ithe  lime  wd.  the  pine  in* the  neighbour- 
hood of  his  hives.- '  *   .  .  •  '     . 
«            Laufanne  contains  about  fcven  thoufand  in- 
habitants:  it  is  built  upon  an  afcent.fo  fte'cp, 
that  in  fome   places  the  horfes  cannot  without 
great  diflicuhy,  draw  up  a  carriage  ;  and  foot- 
^'      .        ;      .                   paffengcrs 

*  A  large  lline  i5*  to  be  feen  on-  the  beightR  above  Vilhn, 
r  a  feat  belonging  10  Mr.  GrariVnred  oJ*  Bcmt^  near  Moril.  I» 
girth  meafures  at  If  ad  thhry-fix  feet  in  circumference,  an^ 
IIS  height  fs  not  lels  than  nine'v  feet.  It  is  very  anrieof,  ^^^^ 
was  ioppcd  in  15  so  for  the  lake  of  the  bark,  Tbetrafcl.'ef 
who  vifi's  this  ircc,  will  be  no  lefs  gratified  with  an  cxtcn/i*'? 
profpc^l,  command iiig  the  lakes  of  Morat  Ncuchaiel,  an4 
IJienne,  and  (lupcndous  chain  of  fnuwy  Alps. 
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J)afl(!:ngers  afccnd  to  the  upper  part  of  the.  iavm: 
by    ftcps. .     But   tbcfe   inponvcniebces  are  am-V/    -^  .* 
ply    compenfated    by    the    fublimeft   vieVs-  ia^^-  '*.  . 
nature,    comtnandi^ig  the  lake  ofGcney?:,  the* 
Pays  'de  .'Vaud,    and  the  rqggcd  coaft  of  Cb^  .;. 

'blais.  '!-..-.'      "'•.  '    -  '.••'..••'•' 

? The  fame  year  in  which  part  of  the  Pays  de^^ ,,  ]  *:^ 
VauA  was. conquered  fromiiie  houfe  of  ^Savoy,  '  ,  .    i.  '^ 
the.  bWhpp  of  ^.aufanhe  retiring  frgin  the'town^.  v  •    , 
the  inhabitants'  put  thenifelYcs   under  .tbc'.prp^**  -' ;  ••  /  * 
tcSion  and  fovereignty  of  the  cantont)f  BerjDe>  -  '\\.   . 
'whicbi  conftrmjrd  and  augmejQtcd  their  J)riirjlegcs.  /  *,  *  '.  • 
At  prefent,  Laufanne  is  goverilcd  bv  ;iff  own     ...  ^:. 
inagi&rates  ;.  )ias.its  pwp  cpurts  of  juftice ;  .and^  .  .V, .  ^  *  ; 
-wbat .  is- very  fiiigdar,  the  citizens^  whp  poffefe    .     >  ']\ 

'ho,ufe8.4athc'pri6cipal  ftreet»  6njpy  the.privjlege;  >* .  'i    " 
of -pronouncing  fentehce  in  cfimlhal  cauliis^  The  . 
cri^ninal  is.  tried  by  the  civil  power:*  if  Kc  is'        ./ 
found,'  and  acknowledged 'Wnifelf  g^yty,   the         '  '  ' 
burghers  pf  'thi?  ftrect  a(fen>blc ; -one  of  the  nia-. '  \ 
gifti^ates  pleads  in  defence  of  the  prifoner,  and      * /-  :  * 
another  agairift  him  ;.th.c.  court  Nof  juftioe  give  v*  •.  ;    ■ 
their  opinion  up0n  tbd'. point  of  lawj-  and  the  . 
majority,  of  the  citizens,  |)ofleffing*  houfes  in  the  ;.  *.    . 
principal  ftrcctV- determine  thg  penalty.     lithe 
punilhment  is  capital,  the're  is,  according  to  the'      - ' 

Jetter  of  the  law,  nq  jiardpn,  except  it  be  ob-         . 
tained  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  fove-     .  '     • 

.  rei^n  co.ujicil  of  Berne ;  -althbugh  it  generally  • . 
happens,  that  eight  days 'are  glinted  forthat  pur- 
pore.  When  ttie  .criminal, is  feiz^ed*  within  the  , 
jurifdiftion  of  ihe  town  ;  the.  fad  is  tried,  and 
the  burghers  pronounce  fentence,  in  the  town- 
hall  :  in  this  cafe  tliere  is  no  appeal.  But,  when 
he  is  takcn^within  the  diftricl  of  the  bailif,  .they 

aflemblie 
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'  iaflTemble  in  his  houfe;'and  an  appeal  lies  from 
their  .determination  to  Berne.  I  have  been  the 
more  particular  in  my  inquiries  concerning  the 
tnode  of  this  criminal  procefs,  from  the  fbo^g 
tefembtance  it  bears,  in  fome  refpe^^Sy  to  our 
tr^l  by  juries. 

*  Here  is  an  academy  for  the  ftudeats  of  this 
country':  profcflbrs  in  every  fcience  arc  appoint- 
'   ed  by  government  ;*  and  there  is  a  tolerable  libra- 
. '  ry  foir  the  ofe  of  the  public. 

J  have  feveral  times  had  the  good  fdrtuoe  to 
meet  TifTot,  the  celebrated  phyfioian of  thi^  place; 
vrell  known  in  the  literary  world  for  his  excellent 
writings  upon  feveral  medical  fubjeds.  His  con- 
verfation  is  uncommonly  ititerefting ;  as;  befides 
'  hisfkill' in  his  profeflion,  he  is  well  verfedin 
every  branch  of  polite  literature.'.  His  private 
character  is  no  lefs  refpe£lable  than  bis  public; 
and  he  is  as  much  efteemed  for  his  great  hunia* 
•nity  as  for  his  fuperior  knowledge. 

The  church  of  LaulanniB^'  formerly -the  cathc- 

*  dral,  is  a  magnificent  gothic  building,  (landing  on 
the  moft  elevated  part  of  the  t6wn\     ft  contains, 

•  aniopg  '  many   other  Tepulchres,    the  tomb  of 
.  Amadeus  the  Eighth,  dukfe  of  Savoy,,  ftyled  the 

Solon^on  bf  his  age;  but  more  known  by  the 
name  of  the  anci.pope  Felix  the  Fifth  ;'  who  ex* 
hibitcd  a  firigular  iiiitarice  ih  the  annals  of  Eu- 
rope, of  a  perfonago  Iwice  abdicating  the  pomp 
of'  fovereign,  ^  and  twice  retiring  to  a  private 
(iation. 

Having  pafTed  his  early  youtb  and  opening 
manhood  in  the  purfuits  ot  ambition,  he  en- 
larged his  dominions  by  the  acquifition  of  the 
Genevois  and  Piedmount,  and  obtained  anin- 

creafe 
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crcafe  of  rank  by  the  crcclion  of  Savoy  into  a 
dutcby.     Yet  in  tbe  midft  of  his  greateft  fuccefr, 
and  l^hen  fortune  fccmcd  moft  propitious,  the 
fuddcB  death  of  a  beloved  wife,  and  a  narrow, 
cfcape  ftom  aflaflination,  infpired  him  with  fuch 
a  difguft  of  the  world,,  that  he  refigned,  in  1434,- 
the  adminiflration  bf  his  eflates  to  his  eldell  fon ; 
and,  accompanied  with  a. few  lords  of  his  court, 
retired  to  a  palace  at  La  RipaiUe,  on  the  bor- 
ders^of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  in  this  palace,  which 
he  called  an  hermitage^  he  enjoyed,  with  an  ap-  • 
parent  indifference  to  the  affairs  of  the  v^orld,  a 
calm  and  tranquillity  that  feemed  incompatible 
with  his  former  afpirjng  ambition  \  until  he  was. 
fuddenly  calledJbrth  to  public  notice  m  a  Qiorc 
ejcalted  ftation. 

The  council  of  Bafle  having  dcpofed  Eugcnius 
the  Fourth,  induced,  according  to  fouie  authors,  . 
by  the  reputation  which  Amadeus  liad  acquired 
forfaridity,  influenced,  according  to. others,  by 
bisiargeifes  and  intrigues^  raifcd  the  hemut  oi 
La  RipaiUe  to  the  papal  thtone.  This  event 
took  pbce  in  1439  :  the  new  pontiff*  quitting  his 
favourite  retreat,  accepted  the  proffered  dignity,  , 
either  with  it  real  or  affeQcd  rcludance,  and  af- 
fumcd  the  name  of  Felix  the  Filifi, 

TJje  aera  of  his  difputed  pontificate  was  marked  • 
with  turbulence' and  anarchy.  In  order  tb  avoid 
the  ftorms  which  agitated  Europe,  and  to  favour 
the  natural  indolence  of  his  temper,  he  frequent- 
ly retreated  to  iiis .  beloved  hermitage^  and  di- 
re£ked  the  affairs  of  the  church  from  that  fequef- 
tercd  comer.  Confcious  at  length  that  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  papacy  ferved  to  widen. inftead 
of  healing  the  fcbifm  bf  the  church  ;  finding  that 

he 
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he  was  oppofcd  by  the  moft  powerful  princes  of 
£urope  ;  that,  on  the  death  of  his  rival  Eugenius, 
the  cardinals  of  Rome  had  chofen  another  pope; 
,  and  bein{5  ill  fupported  by  the   remains  of  the 
council  of  Bafle,  he  terminated  the  fchifm  by 
;  refigning  the  papal  tiara  in  favour  of  Nicholas  the 
Fifth*     In  this  tranfaftion  he  proved  his  talents 
for  negotiation  by  obtaining  the  following  con- 
ditions c   that  he  fliould  enjoy  the  next  rank  to 
•.the  pope ;    that  he  fhould  be  appointed  vicar  of 
the  Roman  fee ;  and  that  all  the  a£ts  pafled  in 
hi«  pontificate  fhould  be  valid.     On  his  refigna- 
tion  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  La  Ripaille,  and 
died  in  1451. 

Felix  the  Fifth  has  fliarcd  the  fate  of  many 
equivocal  charafters.     By  fome  he  is  reprefented 
•  as  a  faint,  by  others  .as  covering  the  moil  ambi- 
tious   defigns  under  the  mafk  of  fandity ;  by 
the  former,  his  refidence  at  LaJRipaille  is  de- 
fcribed  as .  the  retreat  of  religious  auftcrity  j  by 
the  latter,  as  the  feat  of  luxury.     In  this,  as  in 
moft  other  cafes,  both  parties  feem  to  have  ex- 
ceeded the  truth.     On  reviewing  the  principal 
events  of  his  life,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  pa- 
lace built  by  a  fovereign  prince,  in  which  he 
was  accompanied  by   many  lords  of  his  court, 
where  he  inftituted  an  order  of  knighthood,  and 
where  he  refided  with  the  pomp  and  dignity  of 
a  fovereign  pontiff,    could  be  no  common  her* 
mita^e ;    and  that  he  affqmed  the  name,  rather 
than  pafled  the  life,  of  a  b^mif  ;•  while  the  power 
and  rank, which  he  fecured  to  hitafelf,  on  his  re- 
fignation  of  the'papacy^  fufficiency  demonftrate, 
that  he  never  intended  to  renounce  the  world. 
On  the  contrary,  fhoultf  we  admit,  that  his  life 
'     .  at 
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at  La  RipaiUe  was  not  embittered  hj  penance      ' 
and  mortifications ;  yet  as  no  contemporary  au- 
thors, even  thofe  who  were  by  no  meaiis  partiaJ  to 
hk  charafter,  have  ftigmatifed  his  retirement,  we.    .  *.  . 
ought  not  haftily  to  conclude,  that  it  was  the  re- 
treat of  a  mere   voluptuary.     But   in  whatever      ' 
light  his   moral  qualities  may  be  confiderccl,,  no' 
one  can  withhold  from  him  the  character  of  an\ 
able  politician.  .  .*  * 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  general  - 
or  particular  defcription  of  the  Roman  antiqui- 
ties, which  have  been  found  in  Switzerland  ;  if 
you  are  curious  in  rcfearches  of  that  fort,  I  maft 
refer  you  to  Bochart,  Miller,  Spon,  and  other 
antiquarians,  who  have  treated  minutely  of  that 
fubje£t.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  mentioning 
two  lately-difcovered  Roman  monuments,  which 
are  placed  in  the  garden  of.  Mr.  Lcvade,  near  the 
church  at  Laufanne. 

The  firft  is  an  altar  of  white  marble  with  red 
veins,  and  was  found,  in  1782,  by  fome  work- 
men in  digging  the  foundations  of  a  houfe  in  the 
town  of  Vevay.  It  is  broken  in* a  horizontal  di- 
reftion ;  and  what  remains  is  a  foot  and  a  half 
long  and  a  foot  high.  Thd  infcription,  though 
not  entire,  proves  it  to  be  an  altar  ercdted  by  the 
twentieth  legion  to  the  god  Silvanus. 

DEO    SILVANO 
ESPERURSUL. 
FIG  10    LEG.    XX. 
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The  fecond  monument  is  a  Roman  milc-ilone, 
which  was  difcovcred  in  a  vineyard  near  Pauda, 
a  few  paces  from  the  high  road. 

It  bears  the  following  infcription  : 


Imp. 
Cas  T.  M.  Avg 

Antonino 
Pio  •  P  M.  Krib  - 
Cos.  III.  P.  P. 
Avcnt :  M.  P.  T. 

XXX  VIII. 


Thisinfcription  afcertains  a  fad  long  unknown 
to  the  Swifs  antiquarians.  Bochart,  among  others, 
exprefics  his  furprife,  that  no  infcription,  bear- 
ing the  name  Antoninus  Pius,  who  was  fo  great  a 
bencfador  to  the  antient  Helvetians,  has  been  as 
yet  found  in  Switzerland.  But  this  mileftonc, 
wh^ch  was  put  up  in  the  third  confulfhip  of  that 
emperor,  proves  the.exiftence  of  fuc^  an  infcrip- 
tion ;  and  is  probably  the  prelude  to  difcovery 
of  other  monuments  ere£^ed  in  his  honour. 

The  road  from  Laufanne  to  Vevay,  runs  along 
the  fides  of  the  mountains,  between  continued 
ranges  of  vineyards.  The  induftry  of  the  Swifs 
is  no  where  more  obfervable  than  in  thefe  parts : 
the  mountains  in  many  places,  though  naturally 
confiding  of  a  bare  deep  rock,  are  thickly  cover* 
cd  with  vines.  The  mould  has  been  brought 
from  other  grounds,  in  order  to  create  a  foil,  and 
is  fupported  by  rows  of  ftoncs  ranged  in  ftrait  lines 
like  walls. 

But 
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But  this  mode  of  culture  however  advantage- 
ous, and  even  neceiTary  to  the  natives,  occafions. 
a  difagrccable  uniformity  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try. The  vines  alfo  do  not  form  a  plcafmg 
and  pidurefque  appearance,  like  thofe  of  the 
Valtcline*,  which  arc  carried  in  beautiful  fef- 
toons  from  tree  to  tree.  The  plants  are  low,  and 
fHftened  to  poles  about  four  feet  in  height  ;  and 
the  high  walls^uhich  enclofe  them,  and  border  the 
road,*  frequently  interrupt  the  view. 

This  diftrift  between  Laufanne  and  Vcvay  is 
called  La  Vaux^  and  contains  the  two  pleafant 
little  towns  of  Lutry  and  Cully  ;  as  alfo  the  twa 
yillages  of  St.  Saphorin  f  and  Corfier  :  it  is  en- 
tirely hilly,  rifing  abruptly  from  the  lake.  Above 
the  vineyards,  arc  rich  meadows,  and  a  continued 
forcft. 

Vol.  I.  F  f  Vcvay, 

•  Sec  vol.  ii. 

f  In  the  church  of  St.  Saphorin,  is  an  antient  Roman  mile- 
ftone,  found  near  that  village,  with  the  following  infcrip* 
tion :  ^ 

TI.  CLAVDIVS.  DRVSI.  F. 

CiES  AVG.  GERM. 

PONT.  MAX.  TRIB.  POT.  VII. 

IMP.  XII.  P.  P.  COS.  nil. 

F  A 

XXXVII. 

This  infcription  afcertains  two  circumftances,  which  have  been 
frequently  called  in  queftion  ;  namely,  that  the  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  which  border  this  pare  of  Switzerland,  were 
comprifed  within  a  Roman  province,  even  fo  early  as  the  time 
of  Claudius  ;  and  alfo,  that  Aventicum  was  the  chief  town  of 
this  part  of  Helvetia  :  for,  the  mile-ftones  always  referred  to 
the  capital  town  of  the  province  in  which  they  were  placed. 
From  St.  Saphorin  to  Avenchts  is  exadlly  jyjooo  paces  \ 
which  anfwer  to  die  37tix  mile-ftone. 
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."    inta  England.  bcf<f>rc  the  year  1 562^ ;  one  hetng 

.  .vicfcribed  by^Dr.  WiUiairi  Turner  ?.s  Rowing  in 

.*  '   i  -park  near  Cokhefter  J  .  that  que  thirty^fix  feet 

'in*  ciroujnfereacc  grew  ncartbe  great  church  at 

,    ijjcrnc  ^-  it  waa  planned  about  the  year  1410 ;  and 

•;  iu  hoVldwtfupk,ftill. putting  forth  leaves,  was 

^. :  [  xor;  hi  ice n  in  the  year   1720*.    The  .Geridans) 

,    .  ,  in  oW  timcSj  vere  fond  of  planting  the  limie  be- 

•J     fotve  their^cbuTches  and  in  the  niai-ka places,  on 

/  \  a'cc6ui)t  of:  its  grateful  fliadfe.'    .l^is  'tree  is  now 

grotvn.  tnttch^oiit  of  ufe;  yetthe  Roinans  ef- 

,;  rtocraed  it  fo  highly,  as  to  fay  that  it  ^a's  em- 

•'*  ''•,  piloycd.  :fpr  a  thoufiiiiid  purt>ores, ^fi/ris  ^d  milk 

^     t  ^f^'-  pfif^^d^^     A  iweet  juk«.  exudeis  froii^  the 

^;    leaves' and  batk,  from,  wnich' the  Poles  iMttraft 

. ;•*  a  honey  (^alled,..by  .tbem-^  Lifepiz  f .     Bees  are  alfo 

/  '  fond  of  the  flowers  ;  for  that  rcafon  Virgil,  in  his 

:    *  beautiful  de(cription^  of  the  ind(i%ious  Cory(;|aii, 

.''places  the  lime  i^pd. .the  piiiein' the  neighbour? 

hoodof  his  hives.  '  -  •.  .• 

Laufaniie  contains  about  feven  thoufaad  in? 

Jiirbitants :  it  is  built  upon  an  tfcent.fo  fte'cp,* 

that  in  fome   places  the  horfes  cannot  without 

great  difficuhy,  drayr  up.a  carriage  ;  and  foot- 

»   '.  ^'      *  ;     paflengers 

.     *^  .  •* 

*'  A  large  lime  is'  to  be  feen  on-  the  height*  above  Yt]hrf, 
•  a  feat  belonging  10  Mr.  Graftenred  of'Bern^  near  Moraft.  Us 
girth  meafures  at.  lead  thirty ^fix  feet  in  circumference,  and 
Its  height  fs  not  lefs  than  ninety  feet.  It  is  very  antient,  a?  h 
was  Jopped  In  15  so  forthe  lake  of  the  bark,  ThcirawlIeT 
who  viiirs  this  tree,  will  be  no  lefs  gratified  with  an  cxtenfivc 
profpcdl,  commanding  the  lakes  of  Moral  Neucbatel,  aod 
Bienne,  and  ftupcndous  chain  of  fnowy  Alps,  • 
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pafliiBger^  afcend  to  the  upper  part  of 'the.  towii' 
by    ftpps.      But   tbefe   inconveniences  are  am-',  .,'   ♦ 
ply    compenfated    by-  the    fublimeft   viexis-  iD(\l'  -  ':. 
nature,    commanding  the  lake,  of 'Geneva,  the,*/  ■ 
Pay's  -de  .'Vaud,    ^hd  the  rtjggcd  coaft  of  Cbj^*  . . 
bJais.'  *■     .    '     I  .      .    •    ' .      v'.  \  .•/■/:..."''. 

r The  fame  year  in  whicli  part  of  the  Pays  dc'""./  ;^: 

.  Vaud  was. conquered  from  the  houfe  of  *Savoy,  '  v . 
the.  Wfbpp  of  t-aufanhe  retiring  from  the'town^  ^/ '.  \ 
the  4nhabitants;pyt'thcmlclyes.  under  ^.the'.prp^'.*  '*;'•. 
teftitm  and  fovercignty  of  the*  canton  ^ofBcrxie  >'/;■. 
which  cdn.firmied  and  augmented  their  J>riVilcgcs. ,  .  *,  * 
At  prefent,  Laufannc  is  governed  bv  its  own    "'  ;  ^  : 
magiftratcs  ;.  Jias. its. p'wp  courts  of  juuiceV  and^  -  '. .  ^  * 
wbaf ,  is' very*  fiitigdar^*  the  citi^em,  whp  poffefe    '    :"  •; 
ho,ufes,it^  the  prificipat  ftreet^  enjoy  tHe.privilcgC;  -  * .  'i 
of  prpnounGing  femchce  in  cfinii^al  caufcs^  The  .     .  \'^ 
criminal  is. tried  by  the  civil  power:*  if  he  is         :/' 
found,'  aiidi  acknowledgef  hinirelf  guilty,   the         '  y 
burghers  of  thi^  ftreet  affen^blc ;•  one  of  the  ma-, '  \ 
gift  fates  pleads  in  defence  pf  the  prifoiier;  and      \*\\ 
•another  againft:  hioi ; .  the.  toorr  nof  juftiqe  give  r-  \  ; 
their  opinion  ifp<;Jn  tha]  point,  of .  law  y  and  the 
majority,  of  the  citizen?,  J)olfeffing'  hpufcs  in  die  ..  *  s    . 
principal .  ftreetV- determine  the* penalty.     IT  the 
punilhment  is  capital,  theVe  is^  according  lo  the^     -' 

X  letter. of  the  law,  nQ  pardon;  except  it  be  ob- 
tained within  twenty-four  hdiirs  from  the  fove-     .  '     . 

.  reij^n  council  of  Berne ;  -althbugh  it  generally  •  ♦ 
happens,  that  eight  days  are  gii^nted  for  that  pur^ 
pofe.  When  the  .cfiminal^is  feizred'  within  the  , 
jurifdiclion  of  ihe  town  ;  **the.fa£k  is  tried,  and 
the  burghers  pronounco  fentence,  in  the  town- 
hall  :  in  this  cafe  tlhere  is  no  appeal.  But,  when 
he  is  taken  ^within  the  diftrid  of  the  bailif,  .they 

allemblc 
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'  afTemble  in  his  houfe ;  and  an  appeal  lies  from 
their  .determination  to  Berne.  I  hivc  bc«n  the 
more. particular  in  my  inquiries  concerning  the 
:Tnode  of  this  criminal  procefs,  from  the  ftrong 
reTembtance  it  bears,  in  fome  refpe^s,  to  our 
trfal  by  juries. 

**  \   '  Here  is  an  academy  for  the  ftudeats  of  this 
*  eoyntry':  profcflbrs  in  every  fciencc  are  appoint- 
ed bjr  government ;.  and  there  is  a  tolerable  libra- 

.    ry  for  the  ofe  of, the  public.  .    • 

J  have  feveral  times  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  TifTot,  the  celebrated  phy fician  of  thi^  place ; 
veil  known  in  the  literary  world  for  his  excellent 

;  '  writings  upon  feveral  'medical  fubjeds.  His  con- 
verfation  is  uncommonly  intetefting ;  as;  befides 
'  his  ikill*  in  his  profeflion, ,  he  is  well  verledin 
every  branch  of  polite  literature.'.  His  private 
character  is  no  Ief$  refpe£lable  than  his  public; 
and  he  is  as  mnch  efteemed  for  his  great  buma- 

•  nity  as  for  his  fuperior  knowledge. 

The  church  of  Laulanne^'  formerly  <he  cathe- 

"  dral,is  a  magnificent  gothic  building,  (landing  on 

,     the  moft  elevated  part  of' the  town.     It  contains, 

•  among    many   other  Tepulchres,    the  tomb  of 

.  Amadeus  the  Eighth,  dukfe  of  SftVoy;,.  ftyled  the 

Solomon  bf  his.  age.;    but  more  known  by  the 

name  of  thtf  -anti.popc  Feliac  the  Fifth  ;'  who  cx- 

•  hibitcd  a  fiiigular  iriitarice  ih  the  antials  of  EU'. 

*  rope,  of  a  pcrfotiago  iwic^  abdicating  the  potnp 
of- fovereign,  ^  and   tmce  retiring  to  a  private 

•  (iation.  * 

Having  pafTed  his  early  youth  and  opening 
manhood  in  the  purfuits  ot  ambition,  he  en- 
larged his  dominions  by  the  acquifition  of  the 
Genevois  and  Piedmount,  and  obtajbaed  anin* 

creafe 
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crcafe  of  rank  by  the  ctcclion  of  Savoy  into  a 
dutcby.     Yet  in  the  midft  of  hisgreareft  fuccefr, 
and  ^ben  fortune  fecmcd  moft  propitious,  the" 
fudden  death  of  a  beloved  wife,  and  a  narrow, 
cfcape  ftom  aflaflination,  infpired  him  with  fuch 
a  difguft  of  the  world,  that  he  rcfigned,  in  1434,- 
the  adminiilratioQ  of  his  edates  to  hi$  elded  fon  j 
and,  accompanied  with  a. few  lords  of  his  court, 
retired  to  a  palace  at  La  Ripaille,  on  the  bor^ 
dera^of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  in  this  palace,  which 
he  called  an  hermitagey  he  enjoyed,  with  an  ap-  • 
parent  indifference  to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  a 
calm  and  tranquillity  that  feemed  incompatible 
with  his  former  afpiring  ambition  ;  until  he  Was. 
fuddenly  calledJbrth  to  public  notice  in  aL  Qiorc 
exalted  ftation. 

The  council  of  Bafle  having  dcpofed  Eugcnius 
the  Fourth,  induced,  according  to  foine  authors,  , 
by  the  reputation  which  Amadeus  liad  acquired 
for  fandity,  influenced,  according  to.  others,  by 
his  largeffes  and  intrigues^  raifed  the  hernut  oi 
La  Ripaille  to  the  papal  thtone.  This  event 
tobk  plice  in  1439  :  the  new  pontiff  quitting  his 
favourite  retreat,  accepted  the  proffered  dignity, 
either  with  a  real  ot  affedcd  rcludance,  and  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  Felix  the  Fifih, 

TJje  aera  of  his  difputed  pontificate  was  marked 
with  turbulence'  and  anarchy.  In  order  to  avoid 
the  ftorms  which  agitated  Europe,  and  to  favour 
the  natural  indolence  of  his  temper,  he  frequent- 
ly retreated  to  iiis .  beloved  hermitage^  and  di- 
re£ked  the  affairs  of  the  church  from  that  fequef- 
tered  corner.  Gonfcious  at  length  that  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  papacy  ferved  to  widcn^inftead 
of  healing  the  fchifm  of  the  church  ;  finding  that 

he 
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he  was  oppofcd  by  the  moft  powerful  princes  of 
Kurope  ;  that,  on  the  death  of  his  rival  Eugenius, 
the  cardinals  of  Rome  had  chofen  another  pope ; 
.  and  being  ill  fupported  by  the  remains  of  the 
council  of  Baflc,  he  terminated  the  fchifnv  by 
;  reiiguing  the  papal  tiara  in  favour  of  Nicholas  the 
Fifth*     In  this  tranfadion  he  proved  his  talents 
for  negotiation  by  obtaining  the  following  con- 
ditions c   that  he  ihould  enjoy  the  next  rank  to 
;  .the  pope;    that  he  fhould  be  appointed  vicar  of 
the  Roman  fee ;  and  that  all  the  afts  paffed  in 
his  pontificate  fliould  be  valid.     On  his  refigna- 
'     tion  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  La  Ripaille,  and 
died  in  1451. 

•     Felix  the  Fifth  has  fliared  the  fate  of  many 
equivocal  charaders.     By  fonie  he  is  reprefented 
as  a  faint,  by  others  .as  covering  the  raoft  ambi- 
.    tious   defigns  under  the  mafk  of  fandity ;  by 
the  former,  his  refidence  at  La  Ripaille  is  de- 
fcribed  as  the  retreat  of  religious  aufterity ;  by 
the  latter,  as  the  feat  of  luxury.     In  this,  as  in 
moft  other  cafes,  both  parties  feem  to  have  ex- 
*  ceeded  the  truth.     On  reviewing  the  principal 
,    events  of  his^  life,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  pa- 
lace built  by  a  fovereign  prince,  in  which  he 
was  accompanied  by   many  lords  of  his  court, 
where  he  inftituted  an  order  of  knighthood,  and 
where  he  refided  with  the  pomp  and  dignity  of 
•    a  fovereign  pontiff,    could  be  no  common  A^r- 
rtitage ;    and  that  he  affqmed  the  name,  rather 
than  paflTed.  the  life,  of  a  b^mit ;,  while  the  power 
and  rank. which  he  fecured  to  hilnfelf,  on  his  re- 
fignation  of  the' papacy,  fufficiency  demonftrate, 
that  he  never  intended  to  renounce  the  world. 
On  the  contrary,  fhould'  we  admit,  that  his  life 

at 
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at  La  Ripaille  was  not  embittered  hj  penance  ' 
and  mortifications;  yet  as  no  contemporary  au- 
thors, even  thofe  who  were  by  no  means  partial  to 
his  charafter,  have  ftigmatifed  his  retirement,  we.  t  * . 
ought  not  haftily  to  conclude,  that  it  was  the  re- 
treat of  a  mere  voluptuary.  But  in  whatever 
light  his  moral  quaUties  may  be  confidered,.  no 
one  can  withhold  from  him  the  character  of  an 
able  politician.  ,  •* 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  general 
or  particular  defcription  of  the  Roman  antiqui-'.  ' 
ties,  which  have  been  found  in  Switzerland ;  if  ; 
you  arc  curious  in  rcfearches  of  that  fort,  I  maft 
refer  you  to  Bochart,  Miller,  Spon,  and  other, 
antiquarians,  who  have  treated  minutely  of  that 
fubjeft.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  mentioning 
two  lately-difcovered  Roman  monuments,  which 
are  placed  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Lcvade,  near  the 
church  at  Laufanne. 

The  firft  is  an  altar  of  white  marble  with  red 
veins,  and  was  found,  in  1782,  by  fome  work- 
men in  digging  the  foundations  oiz  houfe  in  the 
town  of  Vevay.  It  is  broken  in' a  horizontal  di- 
re£tion;  and  what  remains  is  a  foot  and  a  half 
long  and  a  foot  high.  Thd  infcription,  though 
not  entire,  proves  it  to  be  an  altar  eredted  by  the 
twentieth  legion  to  the  god  Silvanus. 

DEO    SILVANO 
ESPERURSUL. 
FIG  10    LEG.    XX. 

The 
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The  fecond  monument  is  a  Roman  milc-ftonc, 
which  was  difcovcred  in  a  vineyard  near  Pauda, 
a  few  paces  from  the  high  road. 

It  bears  the  following  infcription  : 


Imp. 
Cacs  T.  M.  Avg 

Antonino 
Pio  •  P  M.  Krib  . 
Cos.  III.  P.  P. 
Avcnt :  M.  P.  T. 

XXXVIII. 


This  infcription  afcertains  a  fad:  long  unknown 
to  the  Swifs  antiquarians.  Bochart,  among  others, 
exprefles  his  futprife,  that  no  infcription^  bear- 
ing the  name  Antoninus  Pius,  who  was  fo  great  a 
benefador  to  the  antient  Helvetians,  has  been  as 
yet  found  in  Switzerland.  But  this  mtleftone, 
whjch  was  put  up  in  the  third  confulfhip  of  that 
emperor,  proves  the.cxiftence  of  fuc^  an  infcrip- 
tion ;  and  is  probably  the  prelude  to  difcovery 
of  other  monuments  ere£^ed  in  his  honour. 

The  road  from  Laufanne  to  Vcvay,  runs  along 
the  fides  of  the  mountains,  between  continued 
ranges  of  vineyards.  ITie  induftry  of  the  Swifs 
is  no  where  more  obfervable  than  in  thefe  parts : 
the  mountains  in  many  places,  though  naturally 
confiding  of  a  bare  deep  rock,  are  thickly  cover- 
ed with  vines.  The  mould  has  been  brought 
from  other  grounds,  in  order  to  create  a  foil,  and 
is  fupported  by  rows  of  ftoncs  ranged  in  ftrait  lines 
like  walls. 

But 
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But  this  mode  of  culture  however  advantage- 
ous, and  even  neceffary  to  the  natives,  occafions 
a  difagreeable  uniformity  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try. The  vines  alfo  do  not  form  a  plcafing 
and  pifturefque  appearance,  like  thofe  of  the 
Valtcline*,  which  arc  carried  in  beautiful  fef- 
toons  from  tree  to  tree.  The  plants  are  low,  and  . 
fiaflened  to  poles  about  four  feet  in  height  ;  and 
the  high  walKwhich  enclofe  them,  and  border  the 
road,'  frequently  interrupt  the  view. 

This  diftrift  between  Laufanne  and  Vcvay  is 
called  La  Vaux^  and  contains  the  two  pleafant 
little  towns  of  Lutry  and  Cully  ;  as  alfo  the  two 
villages  of  St.  Saphorin  f  and  Corder  :  it  is  en- 
tirely hilly,  rifmg  abruptly  from  the  lake.  Above 
the  vineyards,  arc  rich  meadows,  and  a  continued 
forefl:. 

Vol.  L  F  f  Vcvay, 

•  Sec  vol.  ii. 

f  In  the  church  of  St.  Saphorin,  is  an  antient  Roman  mile- 
ftone,  found  near  that  village,  with  the  following  infcrip- 
tion:  ^ 

TI.  CLAVDIVS.  DRVSL  F. 

CiES  AVG.  GERM. 

PONT.  MAX.  TRIB.  POT.  VII. 

IMP.  XIL  P.  P.  COS.  nil. 

F  A 

XXXVII. 

This  infcription  aicertaids  two  circumftances,  which  have  been 
fraquentl^  called  in  queftion  ;  namely,  that  the  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  which  border  this  part  of  Switzerland,  were 
compfifed  within  a  Roman  province,  even  fo  early  as  the  time 
of  Claudius  ;  and  alfo,  that  Aventicum  was  the  chief  town  of 
this  part  of  Helvetia  :  for,  the  mile-ftones  always  referred  to 
the  capital  town  of  the  province  in  which  they  were  placed. 
From  St.  Saphorin  to  Avenchts  is  exadlly  37,000  paces  ; 
which  aiifwcr  to  the  37ta  railc-ftone. 
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Vevay,  the  anticM  Vibifcum^  is  the  principal 
town  of  the  baiiliage  of  that  name  :  it  is  clean 
and  well-built,  ftands  in  a  fmall  plain  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  on  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  is  one  of  the  few  towns  in  the  canton  of 
Berne  which  carry  on  any  trade.  The  borders 
of  this  part  of  the  lake  are  mnch  more  con- 
trafted,  wild,  and  pidwrefque,  than  tbofe  about 
Geneva  :  the  mountains  of  the  Vallds  and  Savoy 
boldly  projed  into  the  water,  and  form  a  fenu- 
circular  chain  thatenclofes  the  lake,  except  where 
they  are  divided  by  the  Rhone  i  which  flows  in- 
to it  a  few  leagues  from  Vevay, 

Vevay  is  diftingniflied  ats  being  the  refidence 
of  Edmund  Ludlow,  the  famous  parliamentary 
general,  whofe  name  ftands  foremoft  among  die 
few  perfons,  who,  in  thofe  times  of  mifrule  and 
confufion,  uniformly  a&ed  with  confiftency  and 
dignity.  True  to  his  republican  principles,  he 
no  lefs  violently  oppofed  the  daring  ufurpation 
of  Cromwell,  than  the  arbitrary  meafures  of 
Charles  the  Firft  ;  and  coirid  never  be  prevailed 
upon,  either  by  threats  or  promifes,  to  defert  the 
caufe,  which  he  eonfidercd  as  the  caufe  of  juf- 
tice  and  liberty. 

Being  excepted,  as  one  of  the  kfng's  judges, 
from  the  a£t  of  indemnity  pafTcd  at  the  refto- 
ration  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  wandered, 
without  any  fixed  place  of  refidence,  until  he 
found  an  afylum  from  the  bafe  attempts  of  bis 
enemies  at  Vevay,  under  the  protection  of 
Berne. 

At  the  important  period  of  the  revolution, 
he  returned  to  England,  anxious  to  ferve  bit 
country  under  our  great  deliverer  j  and  William 

the 
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the  Thirds  vhofe  mind  rofe  foperior  to  the  nar- 
row prejudices  of  party,  vrki  no  left  defirous  to 
employ  a  general  of  luch  approted  experience 
aod  fidelity^  But  the  king  being  addreficd  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  iflue  a  proclamation 
for  apprehending  Ludlow^  at  the  moment  hii 
majefty  was  going  to  employ  him ;  he  was  ac- 
cordingly compelled  to  quit  England  at  this 
criticalperiod^  and  again  fettled  at  Veyay.  We 
may  colled  from  his  general  charader  and  con* 
du6,  that  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  ferre 
his  country,  he  would  hare  fuccefsfuUy  employed 
his  great  military  talents  aeainft  the  aflertors  of 
bigotry  and  defpotifm ;  and  with  the  fame  zeal^ 
which  he  had  difplayed  in  oppofmg  an  arbitrary 
government,  would  have  fupported  the  new  act- 
miniftration }  when  the  enormous  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  againft  which  he  had  unflieathed 
his  fword,  were  abolifhed  by  law  }  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  fubjeS:  was  eftabliflied  on  the  bafis 
of  equal  liberty  under  the  authority  of  a  limited 
monarch. 

He  died  in  169J,  in  the  fixty-fourth  year  of 
his  age  ;«and  ^as  interred  in  the  church  of  Ve- 
vay.  His  monument  is  a  plain  grave-ftonc  of 
black  marble,  containing  a  Latin  infcription^ 
which  is  printed  in  Addifon's  Travels*  The  houfe 
which  he  formerly  inhabited  ftands  near  the  gate 
leading  to  the  Vall^s,  and  the  following  motto  is 
infcribed  over  the  door,  which  is  ftill  preferved 
cut  of  refpefb  to  his  memory.  Omne  folum  forti 
patria  eji^  quia  patris.  ^ 

The  Memoirs  of  Ludlow  are  written  in  a  (im- 

pie  and  perfpicuous  ftile ;  with  the  fidelity  of  a 

F  f  3  man 
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man  who  was  adually  engaged  in  the  fceaet 
which  he  delcribcs,  and  with  the  fpirit  of  a  gene- 
ral zealous  in  the  caufe  which  he  had  efpoufed 
and  defended.  Perhaps  his  animated  detail  of  the 
trial  and  execotlon  of  the  Regicides  is  fcavceiy 
furpafled  by  any  narrative  in  antient  or  modem 
hiftory. 

Nature  can  fcarcely  form  a  pofition  more  de- 
lightful than  that  of  Chatillard  or  Clarens.  It 
ftands,  not  far  from  Vevay,  above  the  village  of 
Clarens,  on  an  eminence,  whofc  gentle  declivity 
ilopes  gradually  towards  the  lake  ;  it  commands 
a  view  of  ihat  majcftic  body  of  water^  its  fer- 
tile borders,  and  the  bold  rocks  and  alps  of 
Savoy«  'Ibe  adjacent  fccnery  confifts  of  vine- 
yards, fields  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  rich  groves 
of  oak,  afli,  and  Spanifh  chcfnut  trees.  Al- 
though the  fituation  and  environs  harmonize 
with  the  animated  fcenery  in  the  Eloife  of  Rouf- 
feau,  yet  the  callle  by  no  means  accords  with  the 
dcfcription  in  the  fame  work.  '1  he  traveller  fees 
an  oblong  building  with  antient  towers  and  a  pent- 
houfe  roof;  in  the  infide  a  large  hall  that  looks 
like  a  prifon  ;  and  the  whole  bears  rather  the 
antiquated  appearance  of  a  feudal  manfion  in- 
habited by  fomc  turbulent  baron,  than  the  rcfi- 
dence  of  the  elegant  and  impaflioned  Julie. 

Oppofite  to  Clarens,  on  the  other  Qiore  of 
the  lake,  are  the  dark  gloomy  rocks  of  Meillerie. 
That  village  lies  in  the  recefs  of  a  fmall  bay,  at  the 
foot  of  impending  mountains,  in  fome  parts  gent- 
ly floping,  and  clothed  to  the  water's  edge  with 
dark  forefls ;  in  others  naked  and  perpendicular, 

bringing 
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bringing  to  rccolleftion.  the    fancied  rocks  of 
Lcucate*.  ^ 

Thcfe  arc  the  fccnes  of  the  Nouvellc  Eloife* 
Having  obtained  thJt  novel  at  a  circulating  li- 
brary in  Laufanne,  {continued,  during  thcfe  ex- 
peditions, to  examine  the  pofition  of  the  country^ 
and  compare  it  with  the  defcriptions  of  Rouf- 
feau.  Small  objeds  may  be  magnified  ;  but  no 
pencil,  however  animated,  can  delineate  the  won- 
derful and  fublime  works  of  nature  ;  even  the 
warm  colouring  of  Rouffeau  has  not  equalled 
the  beauty  of  the  fituations.  \  read  with  atten- 
tion the  principal  parts  of  that  (ingular  per- 
formance; and  having  now  the  fcenery  before 
me,  I  dwelt  more  particularly  upon  that  letter,  ia 
which  St.  Preux  relates  his  expedition  to  Meil- 
lerie  ;  wherein  love  and  defpair  are  worked  up 
almoft  to  madnefs.  Although  there-  are  no 
traces  of  any  hiftory  like  that  of  Julie  in  thefe 
parts,  yet  the  fcenery  is  ftrongly  marked  ;  and 
every  fpot,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  letters,  ac- 
tually exifts  in  this  romantic  country^  RouiTeaii 
himfelf  paflcd  fomc  time  at  different  parts  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  and  particularly  at  Meillerie, 
about  that  period  of  bis  life  when  he  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  written  his  Eloife.  Open  that 
performance,  read  that  letter,  and  confider  that 
part  of  it,  where  St.  Preux  points  out  the  num- 
ber of  towns  and  villages,  the  continued  fertility 
and  high  cultivation  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,'  and 

contrails 

•  Je  li'ai  plu5  qu'un  mot  a  vous  dire,  6  Julie,  Voiis  con- 
neiflez  Tanrique  iifage  du  rocher  di  Leucati^  dernier  refuge  dc« 
umans  malbeureux.  Ce  lieu-ci  lui  refTembJe  a  bien  des  6gards. 
La  roche  efl  etcarp^e,  Tca-u  eft  profonde,  k.  je  fuis  au  delef* 
poir* 
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contraib  it  vith  die  gloomy  coaft  of  Chablais^ 
ejdiibiting  only  a  few  town  lying  on  the  edgo 
of  the  water ;  you  will  then  fee  tixt  happy  and 
fuperior  effe£b  of  liberty  under  a  mild  ana  cqui* 
tibic  goyenuneot,  li)(e  tluit  of  Berne. 
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CaJOe  of  CbUhn^rtllenewoe—Aigle'^SaluW^h 
of  Bex  and  Aigle^ 


X  R  AVELLERS  not  unufually  make  an  agree- 
able  cxcurfion  from  Vevay  to  tne  falc-works  of 
3ex  and  Aigle. 

Ibe  road  continues  along  a  plain,  with  hills 
on  one  fide,  and  the  lake  on  the  other.  Hal- 
ler's  judicious  diftindion  of  the  elevated  part 
of  this  country^  may  from  this  fpot  be  well 
exemplified.  The  rocky  alps  are  feen  with 
their  pyramidal  tops  (hooting  into  the  hea- 
vens, and  incrufted  with  eternal  ice  and  fnow* 
Snow  likewifc,  atv  various  intervals,  covers  the 
ficep  flopes  beneath  the  afpiring  peaks  ;  rich 
pafturage  fucceeds ;  and  the  bottoms  are  verdant 
vitb  forefts  of  firs.    The  mountains,  fuch  as  the 

Jura 
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Jura  and  thofe  rifmg  towards  Denis  and  Gruyeres, 
arc  fertile  in  grafs,  well  wooded,  their  tops  even, 
exteniive  and  arable  ;   and  though  with  little  ap* 
pearance  of  rock  on  the  furfacc,   yet  internally 
filled  with  a  hard  yellowifli  (lone  fit  for  building, 
but  impatient  of  the  chifTel.     The  coUines.  or  little 
hills,  are  frequent  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
and  feparated  by   little  vallies  watered  by  fmall 
brooks. 

♦*  The  further  I  advanced,  the  nearer  the  moun* 
tains  approached  the  lake  ;  their  nature  changed, 
their  lieight  increafed,  and  their  craggy  tops  and 
woqded  fides  convinced  me,  that  I  was  approach- 
ing the  genuine  alps.  Above  the  woods  foared, 
in  a  mo(l  pifturefque  manner,  a  lofty  pyramidal 
crag  called  Le  Dent  de  yamant.  The  woods  were 
firs  mixed  with  oak.  ^ihe  road  lay  clofe  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  caftle  of  Chillon,  or  rather 
the  caftellated  houfe,  is  a  large  pile  with  round 
and  fquare  towers :  it  (lands  on  a  rock  in  the 
lake,  and  is  conneQed  to  the  land  by  a  draw* 
bridge.  The  vaults  are  very  fine  ;  the  arched 
roofs,  and  the  pillars  which  fupport  it,  are  in  a 
neat  gothic  (lile.  This  caftle,  in  1 536,  was  wrefted 
from  Charles  the  Third  of  Savoy  by  the  can- 
ton of  Berne,  affifted  by  the  Genevans,  who  fur- 
niftied  a  frigate  (their  naval  force)  to  beficge  it 
by  water.  In  a  deep  dungeon,  below  the  level 
of  the  lake,  the  conquerors  found  Bonivard, 
prior  of  St.  Viftor,  the  intrepid  antagonift  of  the 
dukes  of  Savoy,  and  the  great  aflcrtcr  of  Gene* 
van  independence.  He  had  been  imprifoned  by 
the  Savoyards  during  fix  years  ;  and,  by  con- 
flant  walking  in  his  (hort  limits,  had  worn  a 
hollow  in  the  rock.     This  caftle  was  for  a  (hort 

time 
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dmcrtbe  refidence  of  a  bailif  from  Berne,  until 
a  more  convenient  houfe  was  purchafed  for  that 
officer  in  Vcvay.  About  half  a  league  further 
is  Villeneuve,  a  fmall  town  ^t  the  extremity  of 
the  lake.  This  rnagnificcr.t  piece  of  water  here 
terminates ;  its  breadth,  at  this  place,  is  about  a 
league.  I  travelled  along  its  concave  fide  from' 
Geaeva  to  Villeneuve  fifty-four  miles.  It  is  in 
the  (bape  of  a  crefcent  \  Switzerland  forms  the 
hollow ;  Savoy  the  convex  part ;  irs  greateft 
breadth  is  from  St.  Sulpice  to  Grande  Rive, 
where  it  is  twelve  miles  wide.  Savoy  affords  a 
tude  and  awful  boundary  of  afpiring  alps,  crag- 
gy and  covered  with  the  ice  of  ages.  1  he  coun- 
try from  Geneva  to  the  environs  of  Layranne^ 
flopes  for  a  confiderable  way  to  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  and  is  enriched  with  all  the  va- 
rieties which  nature  can  bellow.  The  long  ridge 
of  the  Jura,  fertile  in  paflurage,  and  varied  with 
woods,  backs  this  beautiful  trad  Near  Lau* 
fanne  the  banks  rife  very  confiderably,  and  form 
a  moil  charming  terrace.  A  few  miles  beyond 
Laufannc  is  a  rapid  defcent.  Near  Vcvay  begins 
a  plain,  which  is  continued  far  beyond  the  end  of 
the  lake,  but  contrading,  by  the  approach  of  the 
mountains,  towards  the  water.  1  he  colour  of 
the  water  is  extremely  beautiful,  clear,  and  at  a 
diftance  fcems  of  a  mod  lovely  blue. 

*'  Near  Geneva  the  coart  abounds  in  fmall  peb- 
bles covered  with  a  brown  incruftation.  From 
Geneva  as  far  as  Laufanne  the  fliores  are  fandy; 
but  from  Laufanne  to  Chillon  appear  ledges  of 
rocks  hard  and  calcareous :  the  extremity  of  the 
lake  is  a  marfh  formed  by  the  colleded  mud  of 
the  Rho|ie» 

^•Thc 
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•«  The  depth  h  various.  M.  dc  Lur  aflured 
me,  that  on  founding  it  be  had  found  rhc  greateft 
depth  to  be  a  hundred  and  fixty  hthoms :  like 
all  inland  lakes  enclofed  within  high  mountains, 
it  is  fubjed  to  fudden  dorms. 

**  1  am  uncertain  whether  any  birds  frequent 
the  lake  which  are  not  common  to  the  reft  of 
Switzerland.  The  tippet  grebes  *  appear  here 
in  December  and  retire  in  February,  llie  ikins 
are  an  elegant  article  pf  luxury,  and  fell  here  for 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  ibiliings  each.  Thefe 
birds  are  obliged  to  bneed  in  other  places,  ^his 
lake  being  almoft  totally  deftitute  <h  reeds  and 
niOieSy  in  which  they  form  their  floating  neft. 
From  Villeneuve  the  road  runs  through  a  beauti- 
ful valley,  confifting  of  the  richeft  meadow  and 
com  land,  very  populous  and  finely  wooded,  and 
expanding  to  the  breadth  of  fbur  miles*  llie  alps 
bound  each  fide,  with  tops  broken  into  vaft  crags 
of  various  forms. 

**  I  pafled  near  La  Roche,  where  a  direOor  of 
the  falt-works  is  deputed  by  the  government  of 
Berne ;  and  which  is  rendered  memorable  by  the 
refidence  of  Haller,  who  filled  that  office  firom 
1758  to  1766.  During  his  retirement  in  this 
place,  that  diftinguiihed  man  prepared  for  pub* 
lie  infpe£iion  many  of  his  numerous  publications, 
and  particularly  his  immortal  work  on  phyfio* 
logy. 

^^  I  left  at  a  little  diftance  Tvome,  ruined,  in 
1584,  by  the  tapfe  of  a  mountain  occafioned  by 
an  earthquake  ;  croffed  the  torrent  called  La 
Grande  £au,  and  halted  at  Aigle,  a  good  town, 

ieated 
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fetted  at  the  feet  of  fome  fmall  round  hills  pretti- 
ly coYered  with  firs.  This  country  was  con- 
quered from  the  Savoyards  by  Berne  in  1475, 
and  was  made  a  diftinft  government  confiftmg 
of  four  Mandemens.  The  governor  reiides  at 
Aigle.  It  formerly  had  its  particular  heads,  the 
family  of  Torrens;  but  the  laft  count  formally 
refigned  his  pretenfions  at  Berne  in  1 553.  This 
government  of  Aigle  reaches  to  the  Pays  de 
Vaud ;  and,  vi^en  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe  of  Savoy,  was  comprifed  within  that 
diftrid ;  at  prefent  it  is  claffed  under  the  German 
divifion  of  that  canton,  although  French  ^s  the 
language  of  the  natives.  Further  on  the  valley 
is  greatly  contraded,  and  fo  filled  with  trees  as 
to  af^pear  a  great  foreft.  The  laburnum  abounds 
here  in  a  wild  ftace.  The  wood  is  beautifully 
veined,  of  great  ftrength,  and  much  ttfed  for 
wedges  and  mufical  inftruments.  The  variety 
with  ihort  fpikes  of  flowers  has  tho  moft  elegant 
veins,  and  is  called  the  ebony  of  the  Alps :  Pliny 
&VS  its  wood  is  the  hardeft  next  to  the  ebony* 
Toe  cornelian  cherry  is  common  in  the  hedges, 
and  the  fruit  is  frequently  preferved  with  fugar. 
The  Macbaleb  cherry,  or  Prunut  MachaUb^  is 
to  be  found  in  thefe  parts  ;  the  wood  is  red,  of 
fine  fcent,  and  in  requeft  for  handles  of  knives, 
it  is  known  among  cutlers  by  the  name  ofBois  de 
St.  Lucie.  A  pleafant-fcented  water  is  diftiiled 
from  this  tree  ;  and  the  feeds  are  ufed  to  give  a 
fragrancy  to  foap* 

^^  Between  Aigle  and  Bex  is  a  moft  pi&urefque 
view  of  the  caftle  of  St.  Tryphon,  on  the  fummit  of 
a  lofty  infulated  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  plain ; 
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k  is  quite  furroundcd  with  wood,  and  realifes 

Milton's  defcription  of  an  ancient  caftle, 

•*  Bofowed  high  in  tufted  trees,'' 

I  am  informed  it  is  built  of  marble,  which  is  no 
wonder,  as  a  beautiful  black  fpecies  is  found 
very  near.  St.  Tryphon  was  a  Phryi^ian,  who 
isfaid  to  have  fufFered  martyrdom  at  Nice  in  251, 
at  the  time  of  the  perfecution  under  the  emperor 
Decius. 

'*  Bex  is  a  fmall  town  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, five  miles  trom  the  fait- works  at  Bevieux. 
Between  Bex  and  Bevieux,  I  obferved  the  larch 
in  great  plenty;  Painters,  from  the  time  of 
Pliny  to  that  of  Raphael,  trufted  their  works  to 
this  wood,  which  the  Roman  naturaliit  ililes  im^ 
moriale  lignum.  The  wood  is  reckoned  exceUent 
for  all  works  which  are  to  lie  under  wlter  ;  and 
the  borderers  on  the  lake  of  Geneva  prefer  it 
for  building  their  veiTels.  In  thefe  parts  I  faw 
moll  beautiful  woods  of  chefnut.  Haller  fays 
that  they  extend  fonie  leagues  ;  he  alfo  informs 
us,  that  they  are  found  in  other  parts  of  Swit- 
zerland, and  even  in  dcfert  places  in  fome  of 
the  tranfalpine  parts  ;  accident  muft  have 
brought  them  thither,  as  it. appears  from  Pliny, 
that  thefe  rrecs  were  firft  introduced  into  Europe 
from  Sardis." 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  falt-fprings,  I  put  on 
a  workman's  jacket,  and  went  into  the  mountain 
about  3,oco  feet,  almoft  horizontally.  The 
gallery  is  about  fix  feet  high,  and  four  broad, 
and  is  as  nicely  hollowed  as  if  it  had  been  cut 
with  a  chiflel :  it  is  hewn  in  a  black  rock,  veined 

in 
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in  fome  places  wi(h  white  gypfum.     The  fait  is 

procured  from  fome  fprin^s,  which  are  found 

^within  a  folid  rock,  perforated  at  a  great  expence; 

the  richefl:  fourcc  yields  twenty-eight  pounds  of 

fait  per  cent,  and  the  poorefl  but  half  a  pound  ia 

the  fame  quantity.     Near  thefe  fprings  are  fcve- 

ral  warm  fources,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  ful- 

phur  ;  fome  of  which  contain  alfo  a  mixture  of 

falty  and  will  flame  if  a  lighted  candle  is  put  into 

the  pipe  through  which  they  flow.     No  folid  fait; 

excepting  a  few  fmall  cubes,  has  been  as  yet  difco- 

vercd  ;  but  the  mountain  isreplcte  with  particles. 

Rocks  of  white  gypfum  or  alabaftcr,  mixed  with 

b^uifh  clay^  are  common  near  the  fprings,  in  the 

fame  manner  as  may  be  obferved  in  the  pits  of 

Northwich,  in  Chelhirc. 

After  travelling  in  this  fubterraneous  paffage 
near  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  I  obferved  a  great 
wheel  of  thirty-five  feet  diameter,  which  fcrves 
to  raife  the  brine  from  the  depth  of  about  feventy 
feet.  From  this  place  is  a  fhaft  three  hundred 
feet  high,  which  is  cut  through  the  mountain  to 
the  furface,  for  the  purpofc  of  introducing  frefh 
iir.  I  obferved  two  refervoirs  hollowed  in  the 
folid  rock  for  holding  the  brine  ;  one  whereof 
was  a  hundred  and  fixty  feet  fquare,  and  nine  in 
depth.  Since  my  firft  expedition  to  thefe  pits  in 
1776,  the  workmen  had  pierced  the  rock  twenty- 
five  feet  deeper,  and  cut  a  gallery  a  hundred  feet 
in  length.  They  had  alfo  began  to  form  a  third 
refervoir,  which  is  to  contain  5,500  cubic  feet  j 
and  of  this  riearly  half  was  finifhed. 

The  brine  depofited  in  thffe  refervoirs  is  con- 
veyed, by  means  of  two  thoufand  pipes,  about  a 
league  toJBevieux,  where  the  fait  is  cxtrafted. 

.      The 
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The  brine  pits  near  Aigle  contain  only  from 
two  to  one-half  per  cent^i  and  yield  annually 
about  a  third  as  much  as  thofe  of  Bevieux,  or 
about  5,000  quintals.  The  fait  is  much  whiter 
and  heavier  than  that  of  Bevieuz,  smd  eonfe« 
quently  bears  a  higher  price* 

Thcfe  falt-works,  which  are  the  only  ones  in 
Switzerland,  fcarcely  yield  a  neat  vearly  profit  of 
more  than   jC*3^^o  i    ^"^    furmfii   only   one- 
twelfth  of  the  annual  confamption  in  the  canton. 
The  remainder  is  procured  chiefly  from  France, 
which  is  obliged  by  treaty  to  provide  the  Swifa 
dates  with  this  commodity  at  a  moderate  price  : 
and  indeed  fo  high  is  the  tax  upon  fait  in  that 
kingdom,  that  even  the  French  fait  is  foM  two 
thirds  cheaper  in  Switzerland,  than  in  many  parts 
of  France*.    The  ordinary  price  of  common 
fait  throughout  the  canton,  is  at  the  rate  of  three 
half'pence  per  poimd. 

LETTER 


•  At  Rui,  wlicfe  it  is  the  deareft,  «  powid  of  {kit  it 
fold  for  about  1 3  foli,  or  about  fix  pence  of  our  mooc? ;  in 
foine  other  parts  of  France,  for  inilance  in  Praoche  Cmme. 
apo«ndcoftsonl7  4or5foUi  but  it  it  Airniihcd  10  dM  Swift 
at  the  rate  of  a}  fols. 
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ValUy  Md  Laki  rf  Jmt—Orke-^t.  BaribeUm^ 
Tvndutt. 


TvcfdttD^  S^t*  7* 

HE  chain  of  mountains  called  die  JwrBt 
begins  in  the  canton  of  Zaric ;  from  thence  es« 
lends  along  the  Rhine,  in  the  canton  and  bi- 
fliopric  of  Bade ;  ftretches  into  the  canton  of 
Scleure  and  the  principality  of  Neocfaatd; 
branches  oat  towards  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  Iquu 
rates  that  country  from  Franche  Comt6  and  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  continues  beyond  the  frontiers  of 
the  Genevois  as  far  as  the  Rhone.  In  rarious 
parts  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  this  chain  forms  many 
elevated  vallies  much  vifited  by  traTcUers^ 
amongft  which,  not  the  leaft  remarkable,  is  the 
valley  of  the  lake  of  Jouz^  upon  the  top  of  that 

part 
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part  of  the  Jura  called  Mont  Joux  ;  and  vhidi 
lies  in  the  baiiliage  of  Roman  Moticr.  This 
valley  contains  feveral  neat  and  well-peopled  vil- 
lages, and  is  beautifully  checkered  with  wood^ 
arable,  and  padure  ground.  It  is  watered  by 
two  piflurefque  lakes ;  the  largcft  of  which  is 
called  the  lake  of  Joux.  lOnc  more  is  high  jock, 
covered  with  wood  ;  the  oppoiite  banks  form  a 
gentle  afcent,  well  cultivated  and  producing 
grain,  backed  by  an  abrupt  ridge  adorned  with 
pines,  beech,  and  oak.  ,  1  he  fmaller  lake,  called 
Lac  Brenet,  is  in  its  (hape  more  oval«  and  richly 
bordered  with  corn-fields  and  cottages.  Thefe 
two  lakes  are  divided  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land ; 
and  over  the  channel  or  little  ftreight  is  a  wooden 
bridge  of  a  fmgle  arch,  which  leads  to  the  village 
of  Charbonniers. 

Near  the  fmall  village  of  Abbaye,  a  rivulet 
gu(hes  from  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  largeft  lake.  From  the  fmaller  lake 
defcends  a  ftream,  and  is  loft  in  a  hollow  gulph 
called  UEntonnoiry  or  the  Funnel,  a  name 
common  to  feveral  others  in  this  place.  In  this 
gulph  feveral  mills  are  placed,  and  turned  by  the 
force  of  the  current.  About  two  miles  further, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  the  river 
Orbe  burfts  forth,  and  is  probably  produced  by 
the  laft-mcrntioned  ftream  here  ingulphed. 

i  his  little  vale  is  very  populous,  contaiaing 
about  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  who  are  re* 
markably  induftrious.  Some  make  watches,  but 
the  grealt  part  are  employed  in  poliftiing  cryftals, 
granites,  and  marcafiics.  In  the  fmall  village  of 
Point,  where  we  lodged,  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
inhabitants  bear  the  furname  of  Rocbat^  name 

which 
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^hich  alfo  runs  through  the  village  of  Charbo- 
xtierc^  with  the.  ecicccptton  of  only  r^o  or 
three  families  tiftiMi  i$pjrcvalent  like  wife  in  thiat 
of  Abbaye  :  il^  whoU  number  of  thefe  Rochata 
ampynts  to  abave.a  thoufapd.  1  inquired  whe^ 
ther,  like  the  Scottifh  clan^  they  took  the  appeU 
lation.from  any,^hi^f;  or  whether  they  were 
fiippof^d  tp  be  defcendants  of  the  fame  family:' 
1 3^3a$.^ffured,  that  the  latter  is  the  izJQi,  that  their 
anceftors  came  originally  from. France.  Thefe 
parts  are  muchinfeuqd  with  bears  and  wolves. 

In  our  afcent  to  this  delightful  rale,  and  as  we 
dcfcended  through  a  variety  of  hilU  valley,  wood, 
and  lawn ;  we  had  a  moft  extenfive  profpe€t> 
comprehending  great  part  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud» 
the  lake  of  Geneva  with  its  mountiainousbound* 
ary^  and  that  of  Neuchatel.  Thefe  two  lakeil 
appear,  from  that  high  point,  of  view,  to  be 
nearly  upon -the  fame  l^vel*,  with  no  confidera- 
ble  fwcll  of  the  country  intervening. 

We  paflfed  through  a  beautiful  and  pidurefque 
country  from  Romain  Motier  \<^  Orbe ;  wbicby 
according  to  antiquarians,  was  the  moft.  antient 
town,  and  once  the  mod  powerful,  of.  all  ;HeU 
yetia.  It  was  called  Urba^  and  was  the  capital 
of  the  Pagus  Urbigenus :  no  remains  however 
exift  at  prefcnt  of  its  antient  fplendour.  Some 
antique  fortifications,  an  old  caftle,  and  a  round 
towcr^  are  works  probably  of  later  and  more 
turbulent  times ;  ere^ed,  perhaps^  when  this 
country  was  divided  into  a  number  of  feudal  fo« 
vereignties. 
Vol..  I.  G  g  I  am 

•  According  to  Mr.  de  Luc,  the  lake  of  Neuchattl  if  159 
French  feet  above  that  of  Geneva, 
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I  am  grettlf  pleafed  Vith  die  rMoantic  fiutiu 
tkNi  cif  Orbe,  the  hM%A  of  tlie  fuiKkMidicd 
bridge  prcncaiog  over  the  Orbe^  the  wild  fce&ety 
oa  the  banks  of  that  rif er,  its  frequeAt  cttaraai, 
and  with  various  pi6ttreii|ye  views  in  the  eovi* 
toiis% 

Mr.  Venet^  an  eminent  fargeott  of  thistoig» 
has  fermedt  uoder  the  protefi^oii  of  the  govera* 
nent  of  Berne,  an  eftablifliment  which  well  de« 
fervei  the  atrentioo  of  the  humane  and  eonons 
traveller.  It  it  an  iafirmarv  for  the  reeeptioit 
ef  Aofe  objeAst  who  are  born  with  diftorted 
Umbsy  or  have  by  accident  acquired  that  siif- 
fortune* 

.  The  children  are  lod^d  and  boarded  in  the 
hottfef  under  the  care  of  his  aflHUnt,  who  charges 
himfelf  vAth  all  the  detail  of  houfekeeping,  and 
if  inftrttfting  tbofe,  whole  age  renders  it  re^^ 
wifite,  that  their  education  Aould  not  be  ne* 
gteded. 

Mr.  Veners  (kill  in  improving  and  fimpfifymg 
chofe  machines  neeeflary  for  lus  purpofe,  has 
been  fufficiently  attefted  by  the  various  cures 
which  he  has  performed  that  way. 

Though  he  chiefly  confines  his  attempts  to 
Safonts  and  dnldren,  yet  he  has  performed  feve* 
ral  cures  on  adult  petfons»  His  moft  effieacioot 
remedy  is  a  machine  which  he  has  invented  to 
embrace  the  patientH  limbs  when  in  bed,  and 
which  is  ft>  contrived  as  to  ad  without  difturb* 
ing  their  reft.  Ingenious  as  his  method  is,  yet 
he  acknowledges,  that  much  of  his  fucccfs  de- 
pends on  the  mild  treatment  of  the  patients,  and 
on  having  them  contmuaily  under  his  infpc&ioD. 
1  was  convinced  indeed  of  the  mildncfs  of  his 

treatment. 
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trMtmeiits  by  obferving  feveral  6f  the fe  childreo^ 
from  nmf  to  ten  years  of  age»  crawUng  ^tbout. 
the  grpundf  aad  div^rciiig  tbemfelve$  w^th  great 
ciiccrfiiiaef9t  although  c?fcd  up  in  their  ma* 
chinery.  It  may  not  perhaps  be  Unworthy  oi- 
remark,  that  Mr.  VeneU  ^A  the  admiffion  of  ^ 
miferatble  objcd,  takes  io  platfter  of  Paris  tho 
mold  of  the  diftorted  limbs,  in  order  to  detnon*^ 
ftrate  the  change  that  tak^  place.  Such  aa 
tftabliOimcnt  rc4ouiids  highly  to  the  honour  of 
Mr.  Venciy  and  the  government  who  protc^ 
it  i  znd  is  worthy  of  imitation  ia  alt  countries. 

Orbe,  which  i$  governed  by  its  own  magt' 
ftratesy  is  comprifed  within  the  bailiiage  o^ 
Echalens,  belonging  to  Berne  and  Friburghi 
tbcfe  two  cantons  alternately  feod  a  badif,  who 
refides  at  Echalens^  and  remains  in  offioe  during 
fyt  years.  When  Berne  appoints  thebttiKf»  an 
appeal  lies  from  his  dccifions  lo  the  foi^feigil 
council  ofFriburgh;  as  it  does  to  tha|p(m»apK 
ment  of  Berncr  when  he  is  noihinatdd  Hj  3fii^ 
burgh.  Bythefe  tneans  a  great  chct^Js  laul 
upon  the '  exadions  of  the  Milif :  and  i  am  laf 
formcdt  that  jufticc  is  no  where  more  «6|ttaUy  nd^ 
minidered  than  in  thefe  common  bailliages  g£th4 
two  cantons. 

Perhaps  oile  of  fbt  moft  beauttfnl  imA  fitie^ 
positions  in  Switzerland  it  the  caftle  of  fit.  Bat^ 
thelemi,  the  feat  of  OUnt  d'Afiry^  Colonel  of 
the  Swifs  guards ;  and  nowiohabitoi  b^fbis  Sotu 
count  Louis  d'A&y^  to  Whom  I  was  indebted 
for  -a  m9ft  kind  and  friendly  tMeptiom  Thi< 
antient  family- feat  ftaods  on  ZH  eminence  ib  thi 
bailiiage  of  £chalens«  liboat  thrai  miUtf  botti 
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Orbe,  near  the  high  road  which  leads  from  l.aii« 
fanne  to  Yverdun.  The  fides  of  the  eminence 
ahre  feathered  with  wood  ;  ^^d  below  are  rich 
fields  and  meadows  of  the  fineft  i^rdurc,  watered 
by  two  lirely  torrents  ^hich  uoite  and  ferm  the 
Falun.  Upon  the  high  rciad,  the  count  has  reared 
tn  obeKflii,  on  which  be  his  infcribed,  in  the 
true  rptr it  of  toleration  and  forbearance,  the  fol- 
lowing words,  **  Praije  God^  all  ye  fuaUfu^^  in 
the  EnglHhi  l/atin,  French,  and  German  Ian- 
giiages.^   '      ..   '  '   •       '-   ' 

The  caftic'  commands  a  prdlpcfit  of  a  moft 
fertile  and  well-woodcd'  country,  gently,  broken 
Into  faiU  and  dale  ;  on  one-  fide  appears,  a  dif« 
tant  view-oltbe  Jura  and  thie  hills  of  Burgundy 
and  FrMche  Comt^  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  ho* 
riaon  isbounded  by  therusfged  Alps  in- the  can* 
ton  of  Berne  and  in  the  Vailais,  by  Mount  Ve* 
lain,  the  higheft  point  of  St.  Bernard,  and  Mont 
Bisne,  whofe  fuperior  elevation  above  the  fur* 
roiinding  heights  is  ftich,  that  itafummit  refleds 
Ihe  rays  of  the  rifing  fun  feveral  minutes  Iboner, 
and  retains  thofe  of  the  fetting  fun  feveral  mi* 
nutes  laQer  than  any  of  the  oircumjacent  moun- 
tains* -  . 

From  St.  Barthelemi  we  defcended  into  the 
plain,  whicb  (Iretches  to  the*  lake  of  Yvcrdun. 
This  plain  was  formerly  covered  as  far  as  Entre- 
Voche»  (three  leagues  frbhi .  its  prefent  pofition) 
and  probably  further,  by  that  lake  :  it  is  now^  for 
a  confiderabte  part^  a  gr^^at  fwamp.  Within  a 
^quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  town,  are  warm  baths 
which  are -ftroogty  fulphureous,  and  much  fi^e* 
^juettMidariB^  the'liimaier  months. - .  ^ 
•'*-^  ;  ^  ^  Yvcrdun 


Tverdun  is  large,  titf^  and  well-built  with 
ftone,  like  ihc  tbwns  in  the  Pays  dc  Vaud  :  it 
(lands  near  tbe.lake,  in  a  foiali  iiiand  formed  by 
the  two  branches  of  the  tiver  Thicle.  Between 
the  town  and  the  lake  there  is  a  pleafant  lawa  ex- 
tending to  the  Water^  and  planted  with  avenues 
of  lime-trees. 

Tverdun  carries  on  fcarcely  any  trade,  and  its 
principal  fupport  arifes  from  the  paffage  of  the 
merchandife  between  Piedmont  and  Germany* 
This' town  is  celebrated  for  its  printing-preu^ 
eftabiiflicd  in'  the  beginning  of  the  prcfent  cen- 
tury ;  but  entirely  negletled  until,  fome  years  ago^ 
it  was  renewed  by  Felice^  a  Neapolitan  of  learn- 
ing and  abilities. 

The  lake  of  Yvcrdun,  or  of  Neuchatel, 
firetches  from  (buth  to  north  about  twenty  miles 
in  length,  and  in  fome  places  about  five  in 
breadth.  Its  (horcs  near  Yvcrdun  are  covered 
with  country .houfes. 

It  is  fomewfaat  extraordinary,  that  the  dull 
and  taftelefs  uniformity  of  the  French  gardens 
Ihould  have  been  adopted  by  the  Swifs,  whofe 
country  abounds  with  noble  and  pi£turefque 
fituations,  and  where  nature  wantons  in  the  mod 
luxuriant  variety.  I  have  frequently  obferved, 
in  the  midft  of  thcfe  romantic  fcenes,  a  majeftic 
foreft  fliced  into  regular  alleys  ;  and  at  the  very 
borders  of  the  fine  lakes,  artificial  pools  of  water 
edged  with  fun-burnt  parterres. 

If  any  perfon  fhould,  in  this  inftance,  accufe 
me  of  national  prejudice,  let  me  exclaim  with 
Voltaire,  who  certainly  cannot  be  convided  of 
partiality  to  the  Englifli  : 
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JmrJim  plmuis  m^fmmitrk^' 
Artrtt  %mm  ikn  au  gwHm^ 
Celmi  fui  nmts  mii  mi  nive^a  . 
Bm  ^mm  s*affimutit^  fi  rarii  ; 
£fi  ^f9ymm  €0  fttii  mmxtm^ 
JsKtilim  a  font  fve/r  <vm9  fuit^ 
7np  tart  tm  nvoiu  H  m^tmtmi: 
J^mmi  wdiuip  ets  ^oafitt  fwtU 
La  tmhiTi  hhft  tt  h^di§ 
hfigniiirt  dmns  fit  trmu    * 
fmceonk  mxc  maftiMUdfie. 


I  tm»  Uc 
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Qtan/on^Neuchad--^Mr.  Turfs  BenefaSim^ 


Vy  E   ficirted  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake  of 

Keuchatel  through  Granfon,  the  principal  town 

of  a  bailliage  of  that  name,  belonging  to  Berne 

Vid  Friburgfay  and  remarkable  for  the  battle  in 

which  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Bargundy,  was 

defeated  by  the  Swifs  in  1476*     We  entered  the 

principality  of  Neuchatel  about  fix*  miles  from  thar 

town,  and  pafled'  through  St.  Aubin,  Boudri, 

Colombier,  lying  pleafantly  upon  l&e  borders  ot 

the  water^    The  road  runs  aloftg  the  fide  of  the 

Jura,  throu^  a  country  that  refembled^  in  fome 

meafure,  the  diftrid  ot  La  Vaux,  between  L^u« 

!anne  and  Vevay  :  the  fides  of  the  Jura  arc  al- 

moft  the  wbole  way  covered  with  vines^.  fupported 

Tn 
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in  many  parts  by  low  ftone  walls.  ITic  bordcn 
of  this  lake  arc  more  uniform  than  thofe  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva ;  and  do  not  rife  into  fuch  high, 
irregular,  and  grotefque  Alps  as  the  coaft  of 
Xlhablais.  Tovwards  Granfon  and  St.  Aubin, 
the  country  is  more  diverfified  with  meadows 
and  corn-fields  ;  nearer  to  Neuchatel  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  mountains  are  clothed  with  foreft,  and 
the  midland  and  lower  parts  entirely  planted  with  . 
irines. 

Between  the  lake  and  the  Jura  feveral  rivers 
burft  from  the  rock  in  confiderable  ftreams ; 
and,  after  turning  feveral  mills,  fall  into  the  lake 
at  a  little  diftance  from  their  fource.  The  largeft 
is  that  of  La  Serrierjr,  near  a  fmall  .village  of  tbe 
fame  name,  which  we  crofled  in  out  way  to  Co- 
lombier,  where  we  dined  with  a  family  whofe 
acquaintance  we  had  formed  at  the  baths  of 
I^euk.  We  paflfed  a  very  agreeable  day  with 
thefe  ;imiable  pcrfons  ;  by  whom  wc  were  re- 
ceived with  that  franknefs  and  unaffc£led  cafe 
which  charafterifes  true  politencfs. 

After  dinner  fomc  muficians  of  the  country 
performed  the  Renz  des  vaches  :  that  famous  air 
which  was  forbidden  to  be  played  among  theSwifs 
troops  in  the  French  fcrvice  ;  as  it  awakened 
in  the  foldicrs  fuch  a  longing  recollcdion  of  their 
native  country,  that  it  often  produced  in  them  a 
fettled  melancholy,  and  occafioned  frequent  de- 
fertion.  The  French  call  this  fpecies  of  patriotic 
regret,  la  maladie  du  pays.  There  is  nothing 
peculiarly  ftriking  In  the  tune ;  but,  as  it  is  com- 
pofrd  of  the  moft  fimple  notes,  the  powerful  cf- 
fcft  of  its  melodv  upon  the  Swifs  foldicis,  in  a 
foreign  land,  is  the  lef^  furprifing.  Nothing  in- 
deed 
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deed  revives  fo  lively  a  remembrance  of  former 
icenes,  as  a  piece  of  favourite  muHc  which  we 
were  accuftomed  to  hear  amid  our  carlieft  and 
deareft  connexions :  upon  fuch  an  occaRon,  a 
long  train  of  afTociated  ideas  will  neceflarily  arife 
in  the  mind,  .and,  if  not  totally  felfi^h,  melt  ic 
into  tendernef3.    To  ufe  the  lan^guage  of  poe* 

Vhirt  is  infiidsafimfathf  Hsrth  foufiib. 

Whtrever  I  hmn  htard 
4  hin^d  meUdy^  tht  fctm  rtcurs^ 
Andvnth  it  qU  Uspltafuns  and  its  pains  \ 

It  is  obfervablcy  that  thofe  who  inhabit 
mountainous  countries  are  moft  fubjedl  to  (his 
maladie  du  pays^  becaufe  their  habits  of  life  are 
efientially  different  from  the  cufloms  and  man- 
ners of  other  pans.  Accordingly,  the  Scotch 
highlanders,  and  the  Bifcayans,  as  well  as  the 
Swifs,  when  abfcnt  from  their  country,  arc  pecu- 
liarly apt  to  be  affeded  with  every  circumftancc 
that  recalls  it  to  their  minds. 

The  town  of  Neuchatel  is  fmall,  and  contains 
about  3,000  fouls,  it  lies  partly  upon  the  little 
plain  between  the  lake  and  die  Jura,  ^nd  partly 
upon  the  declivity  of  that  mountain  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  fituation,  fome  of  its  Ureets  arc 
very  ftcep.  At  the  commencement  of  the  prc- 
fent  century,  commerce  was  almoll  wholly  a 
ftrangcr  in  this  town.;  as  the  ridiculous  pride  of 
its  being  dceretcd  degrading,  generally  prevailed 
^mong  the  inhabitants.  This  fenfelcfs  prejudice 
is  now,  however,  nearly  extinguifhed.  1  he  chief 

article 

•  Cowper'*  Talk,   book  vi. 
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ktticle  cf  exportation  itvinei  prodac^  from  At 
Heighboiirixig  Tineyardi*  and  much  efteemcd« 
Miiottfaftures  alfo  of  t)riiit<d  Uaens  and  cottons 
hate  been  eftabliih^  with  fo<ceft  :  and  vithiA 
there  few  jwn%  fievtral  mercba&tt  have  tvScd 
large  fortttoca* 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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TilB  mildners  of  the  goverflment$  and  thi 

Seneral  well-being  of  the  inhabitants,  are  vifibly 
emonftrated  from  the  increafe  of  population 
itnong  the  natives,  and  the  prodigioos  influx  of 
fettlers^  The  number  of  fouls  in  the  principalirf 
of  Neuchiitel  aud  Vallengin  being,  in  1752,  only 
a8,ot7  fubjefts,  and  4^318  aliens,  atnounted,  in 
1  ^84,  to  3 1 ,578  fub^efts,  and  9,704  atiens^  which 

gves  an  mcfreafe  of^near  a  fourth  part  within  die 
^  ace  of  thirty*two  years* 
'  The'  facility  of  acquiring  the  bufgherflixp  of 
KeuChateli  haft  alfo  prevented  any  decreafe  of  its 
Inhabitants.  Thus  the  magidrates,  between  the 
years  1760  and  1770^  admitted  forty-one  bur- 
ghers; from  1770  to  1780,  forty-fix }  from  1780 
to  1785,  fifty-one  ;  in  all,  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight.  Many  of  thefe  fettlers  had  children  be» 
fore  they  purchafed  the  burgherihip  (  and  thirty* 
eight  were  fore igners^  either  German,  French^  or 
Swifs. 

Several  public  works  and  buildings  have  been 
lately  executed  at  Neuchatel,  at  an  expeiftc  £ir 
exceeding  the  revenues,  or  even  wants  of  this 

litcte 
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little  ftatc*  AmoQgft  others  I  (hall  mentioa  ^^ 
fuperb  caufeway  leading  towards  the  yallcy  oJF 
St.  Imicr,  and  a  town-boufe,  which  is  built  pf 
fach  folid  materials,  jas  if  it  was  intended  to  fur- 
vive  to  the  moft  diftant  pofterity,  and  to  rival 
the  duration  of  the  much-famed  Roman  capi« 
tol*. 

The  perfon,  to  whom  the  burehers  of  Neu- 
cbatel  principally  owe  the  embcUiihment  of  thev 
town,  is  Mr.  David  Pury,  late  banker  of  the 
court  of  Lisbon.  He  was  a  citizen  of  Neuchatel^ 
asd  was  born  in  1709  :  his  father  was  mayor 
of  Lignieres,  afterwards  colonel  and  juftice  of 
peace  in  South  Carolina,  and  founder  of  Puri& 
burgh.  Having  rieoeived  his  education  in  bit 
sative  town,  he  quitted  it,  as  fome  fay,  in  great 

Eoverty^  and  repaired  to  Geneva,  where  he  paiTec). 
is  apprenticeibip,  but  in  what  boufe,  or  in  what 
trade,  the  perfon,  who  obligingly  furniOied  me 
with  tbefe  anecdotes,  does  not  mention.  Frorx^ 
Geneva  he  went  to  London,  and  adcd  as  one  of 
the  clerks  to  an  eminent  merchant  who  traffic]^ 
ed  in  precious  ftones,  and  where  he  acquired  a 
great  Ikill  for  eftimating  at  light  the  value  of 
diamonds.  After  a  long  refidehce  in  England* 
he  ellabliihed  himfelf  in  Lifbon,  and  carried  01^ 
a  very  extenfive  commerce,  particularly  in  bra«« 
zil-wood  and  precious  (lones.  Being  appointed 
court'banker,  he  rapidly  increafed  his  fortune. 
This  generous  man,  however,  did  not,  with  a 
parfimony  not  unufual  in  perfons  who  have  en-- 
riched  thcmfelves  by  commerce,  confign  his  ino« 
ney  to  bis  doffcrs*  or  fparix^ly  diltributc  his  lar* 

geflcs  I 
*    ♦ 

*  Gar///0///iMMOBlL£  faxum,     Virgil. 
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gefles:  on  the  contrary,  while  living,  he  re« 
xnitted  large  Aims  of  money  to  hig  native  town; 
and  being  unmarried,  and  having  none  but  dif- 
unt  relations,  left  his  country  his  heir.  The  fol- 
lowing  is  a  liil  of  the  fums  which  he  gave  away, 
either  in  charitable  donations,  or  for  the  improve* 
mcnt  of  Neuchatel.    . 

From  the  year  1771  to  1786,  j^.  100  annnatly 
for  the  poor  of  NeuchateT,  and  the  fame  fum 
for  thofe  of  Vallengin,  which,  for  fifteen  years, 
Amounts  to  jC*3)Oqo.     DiiFcrent  fums  at  various 
periods,   and  for   divers  ufes,  to  January  1785, 
amounting  to  /.  1 5,900     To  this  muft  be  added 
the  purchafe  of  near  7,006  tickets  in  the  lottery, 
towards  raifmg  a  fund   for  building  and  endow- 
xng  an  hofpits^l  ;  which  tickets  he  alfo  prefented^ 
to   the   faid  bofpital.     He  died  on  the  31ft  of 
May  1785  ;     and  the  remains  of  hi«  fortune, 
bequeathed  to  his  country,  after  the  payment  of 
a  few  legacies,  docs  not  fall^fliort  of  ^.160,000, 
^hich,   together  with   the  contributions  in  bis 
life-time,  render  his  benefadions  equal  to  almoft 
^.200,000. 

His  grateful  country  obtained  from  the  king  of 
PruiSa  the  title  of  baron  in  bis  favour  ;  a  title 
which,  through  his  Angular  modcfty,  he  neither 
bore  nor  ufed  in  the  fignature  of  his  letters.  The 
citizens  of  Neuchatel  have  alfo  placed  the  por- 
trait of  this  generous  benefaftor  in  one  of  the 
apartments  in  which  government  affembles ;  and 
have  ordered  a  marble  bu(t  to  be  executed  for 
the  new  town-houfe. 

The  large  legacy  which  Pury  has  bequeathed 
to  the  town,  being  more  than  fufficient  to  com- 
plete the  buildings  and  public  works,  it  would 

well 
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well  become  the  wifdom  of  government  to  cm- 
ploy  part  of  the  remainder,  rather  in  ufefui  un- 
dertakings, than  in  the  conftruftion  of  new  edi- 
fices,  vrhich  are  not  wanted.  With  rcfpcft  to 
thofe  works,  which  regard  the  health  and  con- 
venience of  the  town,  it  may  be  fufficicnt  |to 
hint,  that  the  public  walks,  which  are  now  much 
negleded,  might  be  improved  i  the  (Ireets,  which 
arc  extremely  dirty,  be  cleiifcd ;  "anil  the  torrent, 
which  traverfes  the  town  and  threatens  it  with 
frequent  inundations,  may  be  turned.  But  par* 
ticularly  a  large  field  is  open  for  the  prote£lioQ 
and  encouragement  of  literature ;  for  even  in 
the  eflential  article  of  education  this  place  is  to 
deficient,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  pofiefs 
a  fingle  feminary  ;  confequently  the  inhabitants, 
chough  endowed  with  lively  parts  and  good  ca« 
pacities,  are  yet  much  lefs  informed  than  thofe 
of  the  other  Proteftant  towns  in  Switzerland.  A 
new  fpirit  may  be  given  to  the  (ludy  of  the  arts 
and  feiences ;  and  the  feminary  may  be  rendered 
of  great  public  utility  by  appointing  two  or  three 
•]:^tmefforS'for  the  inftrudion  of  yootfa.  Thus  fa* 
rare  generations  enlightened  by  mesins  of  this 'be- 
iiefafUon,  will  repeat  with  fatisfadion  the  name  of 
Pury ;  joining  in  their  grateful  commemoration* 
thofe  magiftrates,  who  firfl  opened  the  fourcesof 
fcience  and  literature,  and  taught  them  to  *flow 
for  the  improvement  of  a  diftant  poftcrity. 
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Exfeditkn  H  LbcU  mtd  Chawt  de  Fend. 


NenchAtel,  Stpt.  11. 


A  M  charmed  urith  an  expedition  to  the  fusH 
mtt  of  the  Jura  ;  atid  will  give  you  a  fliurt  ac- 
couAt  of  it»  while  the  impreflioii  remains  warm 
upon  my  mind. 

The  principality  of  Neochatd  and  VaUengin, 
ilretches  from  the  lake  to  (he  limits  of  Franche 
Comt£}  containing  in  length,  from  north  to 
fouthy  about  twelve  leagues,  and  about  fix  in  its 
grcatcft  breadth.  The  diftrift  of  Keuchatcl  oc* 
cupies  all  the  plain,  together  >^'ith  the  lower  parts 
of  the  mountains;  while  Vallengin  is  totally  en- 
clofed  within  the  Jura.  Parallel  chains  of  the 
Jfura  run  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  form,  in  the 

'  moft 
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doft  derated  pfirts,  feveral  valleys,  llie  low«r 
grottiidi  of  tbia  chain  are  arable  lands  and  vine^ 
yirds  I  the  higher  confift  of  Urge  traSs  of  fotieft^ 
*hich  in  many  parts  have  been  eleared^  and  con^ 
vetted  into  conftderable  pafturea^.  intenDiiLe<| 
^ith  fome  fields  bf  barley  and  oats.  But  thai 
ifil^ulftr  genius  and  induftry  of  the  numerous  in-> 
habitants,  partidvktarly  demand  the  attention  pf 
CTcry  curious  tr»ven^r. 

We  pafled  through  Valkngtn^  thfi  capitad  of 
the  diftrid  of  that  name ;  a  fmaU  open  burgb| 
with  a  modern  caftle  btiilt  on  fomt  antijcnt  tuifuBf 
Wt  then  crofled  the  Val  df  Ruz,  \^bich  conitaimt 
Above  twenty  viHagi^,  fnuat^pd  at  the  feof  of  Ai 
mountains  which  border  the  valley  t  the  inhabit 
tants  in  general  are  employed  in  agriculture,  fom$ 
few  excepted^  wbp  fojloir  pccafwnally  the  ro^- 
chanical  arts. 

' '  We  arrived  abotit  mid«day  at  Lai  Chauac  4!^ 
^ondy  It  large  hanci^me  village  lying  in  a  bro^d 
Valley  whid^  reaches  to  Franch^  Comti :  froni 
thence  ve  proceeded  to  Locle,  through  a  con- 
tinued range  of  pleaf^ng  cottages^  which  ftitt 
both  fides  of  the  road ;  and  are  fcattercd  Jikew 
ivifc  over  the  country.  As  thefc  two  little  towns 
Or  villages  carry  on  the  fame*  commerce  ;  I  fh^^ 
comprehend  them  both  U4der  oae  common  de^ 
fcriptton. 

La  Chauac  de  Fond  and  Locle,  together  wkl^ 
fjic  diftrifts  belonging  to  them,  may  contaisi 
^out  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  remarkably  diC- 
tiftguiflied  for  their  genius,  induftry,  and  fcilj 
in  the  mechanical  arts.  They  trarry  on  an  ex- 
tenfive  commerce  in  lace,  ftockings,  cutler^r^ 
and  other  mcrchandifc  of  their  own  manufafture  f. 

byl 
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but  watch-making,  and  every  branch  of  cldck* 
work,  are  the  articles  in  which  they  particuiajly 
excel  They  not  only  make  every  utenfil  em- 
ployed  in  thoTc  aru,  but  have  invented  feveral: 
and  all  forts  of  workmen  nece&ry  for  the  com* 
pletion  o(  that  branch  of  bufmersi,  foch  as  pain^ 
tersy  enamellers,  engravers,  and  gilders,  are 
found  in  thcfe  villages }  wberca  upon  an  average, 
about  forty  thoufand  watches  arc  yearly  made. 
The  genius  and  induftry,  indeed,  obfer^able 
upon  ^efe  mountains,;  exhibit  a  fccne  uncom* 
monly  pleafing.  As  every  individual  is  fare, 
not  only  pf  obtaininjl;  a  comfortable  maintenance 
fat  himfdf,  but  aUb  of  foon  plac;ing  his  childr^ 
in  a  way  of  procuring  their  own  livelihood }  the 
people*  marry* very  early* 

Not  many  years  ago^  the  greaiefl  part  of  thefe 
valleys  was  almod  one  continued  foreft  ;  but  the 
wonder-working  powers  of  induftry  have  happily 
changed  the  fcene  into  flouriihing  villages  and 
fertile  paftures.  The  incrcafe  of  population  will 
appear  from  the  following  fad :  Formerly  the 
produce  of  the  country,  was  morp  than  fufficient 
for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  j  at  pre* 
fent,  although  coufiderably  more  cultivated,  it 
fcarcely  furniihes  an  eighth  part  of  the  provilions 
neceflfary  for  interior  confumption  :  the  remain- 
der is  drawn  from  Franchc  Comt6.  And  no 
wonder ;  for,  beiide  the  natural  effed  of  their 
frequent  and  early  marriages ;  every  (branger, 
who  brings  a  certificate  of  his  good  behaviour, 
is  at  liberty  to  fetcle,  and  to  follow  any  tradei 
without  the  Icaft  rcflridion.  Here,  no  appren- 
ticefhip  is  nccelfary  ;  nothing  is  contraband  ;  and 
indultry  exerts  herfelt  untaxed. 

Bcfide 
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fididft  thd(b  f>«rti<nilsr  aits  \  have  already  men- 
tidtied)  TeVeAl  inhabitftnts  of  Locle  and  La 
Chauk  de  Fond  ^e  ^ell  dtillcd  in  ^ther  brand^s 
&f  ititehaniciil  Iciencfc^  Md  have  invented  nfeful 
ttiMhetftatJcal  and  aftranomical  inftrttment& 
Among  thbfe  irho  4iave  eminent^  diftinguiflied 
tiKmfelvM  in  this  way,  is  the  famous  Jaquct 
I>rDz,  who  is  llbilF  M  Paris  ;  and  whofe  fbn  ex- 
liibited  i)^  England  feveral  aiKomatical  figures  of 
41  very  fingular  and  filV7>Tiling  coi^l^&ion::  one 
played  upon  the  harpfichord ;  another  drew  land- 
fclt];!>e^ ;  and,  What  is  ftill  more  eiEtraordinary,  a 
third  copied  any  word  prerented  to  it,  or  wrote 
tiown  whatever  was  didated  by  any  of  the  com- 
^ny.  Tbcfc  a^e  certainly  wonderful  inventions, 
And  feem  to  e^alt  the  powers  of  mechanifm ;  but 
ftili  they  are  itiere  toys^  and  an  unworthy  wafte 
of  great  genius :  it  is  Swift  making  riddles.  How 
4nnch  more  laudably,  and  with  equal  fudcefs, 
tnight  the  fame  talents  and  application  have  been 
txerted  in  improving^  or  adding  to,  thofe  inftra- 
oients  and  apparatus^  which  are  neceflary  to  the 
aftronomet  and  hatttral  philofopher ! 

The  origin  of  watch-making  in  thefe  parts,  as 
related  by  Mr.  Oftcrwald,  the  hiftoriographer  of 
thefe  mountains,  is  extremely  curious ;  and  the 
truth  of  his  account  was  confirmed  to  me  by  fe- 
veral artifts  both  of  Locle  and  La  Chaux  de 
Fond.  In  1679^  one  of  the  inhabitants  brought 
from  London  a  watch ;  which  being  ont  of  order^ 
iie  entrufted  it  to  Daniel  John  Richard,^  of  La 
Sagne.  Richard,  after  examining  the  mecha- 
nifm witti  great  attention,  determined  to  attempt 
making  a  watch  from  the  model  before  him  :  but 
to  this  end  he  was  deditute  of  every  other  affifl- 
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'  f/'iij/ftj'  63c  itw  into  fcurife  ■^''•^ 
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/J  ifpciTirm  the  foLowin^  iid:  f'-^';  '•"' 

j'  ^'A^'aVf  ij/'/ir  ccantrr  mi  BJivr  iii^  ''^* " 

ijf  Air  rv  coDiampcton  oi  the  inaiie:!*  2: ^• 

1^'  hu  ^i'houi:']  coiiiiJcnbly  mote  cs^-- 

f  hrcclx  liiruihesiQ  eighth  pin  Qi^p^-' 

t  jsc'cLt}  ro;  luicnot  confump:ion :  \!^  ^"^^ 

dtrisj:i^a  from  Fr2nche  Coiuti-   ^-^ 
r/;/?c/rr;  /pr,  Atv/Jr  the  niwnl  e&i  (f^ -- 
frtqucnt  joJ  an'r  aurrugcsf  cveij  ita:?' 
tifhi  bancs  a  ceni'natc  ot  bis  ^ood  i^fls'- -• 
if  ar  L'H-r.y  to  kt:ic,  and  to  follow  mji'i^^ 
M//Ji>^^  t/fc  kj/i  rcihidioB,    Here,  m  i^^- 
t:ci!hip;sncccthn:  tiotnwgiscotitrstbindi^^ 
mJu::ry  exerts  berfelt  uauxcd. 
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^ticte  ciexpQtUtiosk  it  wilier  produced  from  die 
ftejghbauring  vineyardyt  and  much  eftecmed* 
MKoufaftures  alfo  of  t>riiUtd  Imeofi  ud  cottons 
luittt  btm  e(Ublt(hed  with  fucceft  t  and  withiA 
there  fow  y«r$i  fevtril  mercbautt  have  nikd 
large  fortttoct^ 


POSTSCHIPT. 


TitE  mild&eft  bf  the  goverflmeiiti  and  thii 
general  well-being  of  the  inhabitants^  are  vifiUy 
dcmonft rated  from  the  increafe  of  population 
itnong  the  natives,  and  the  prodigions  influx  of 
fettlers^  The  number  of  fouls  in  me  principalltf 
of  Neuchiitel  and  Vallengin  being,  in  1752,  only 
ft8,ot7  fubje£t6)  and  4,318  aliens,  amounted,  h 
1784,  to  31,57s  fufaJeOs,  and  9,704  aUens^  which 

gves  an  uicfeafe  of  near  a  fourth  part  widiin  the 
^  ace  of  thirty^two  years* 
'  The'  facility  of  acquiring  the  burgherlhip  of 
Neu(!hateU  h^S  llfo  prevented  any  decreafe  of  its 
inhabitants.  Thus  the  magiftrates,  between  the 
years  1760  and  1770^  admitted  forty-one  bur- 
ghers; from  1770  to  1780,  forty-fix  J  from  1780 
to  1785,  fifty-one  ;  in  all,  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight*  Many  of  thefe  fettlers  had  children  be* 
fore  they  purchafed  the  burgherfliip  (  and  thirty* 
eight  wete  foreigncrsi  either  German,  French^  or 
Swifs. 

Several  public  works  and  buildings  hare  bcea 
lately  executed  at  Neuchatel,  at  an  expeifbe  fir 
exceeding  the  revenues,  or  even  wants  of  this 

litclc 
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Ikile  ftate.  Amongft  others  I  ihall  mentba  .9 
fuperb  caufeway  leading  towards  tbe  valley  of 
St.  Imicr,  and  a  town-boufe,  which  is  built  of 
fach  folid  materials,  ^s  if  it  was  intended  to  fur- 
vive  to  the  mod  diftant  pofterity,  and  to  rival 
the  duration  of  the  much^famed  Roman  capi* 
tol*. 

The  perfon,  to  whom  the  bur|;hers  of  Neu- 
chatel  principally  owe  the  embellimment  of  their 
town,  is  Mr.  David  Pury,  late  banker  of  the 
court  of  Liibon.  He  was  a  citizen  of  Neuchatel^ 
and  was  bom  in  1709  :  his  father  was  mayor 
of  Lignieres,  afterwards  colonel  and  juftice  of 
peace  in  South  Carolina,  and  founder  of  Purif- 
bttfgh*  Having  received  his  education  in  hia 
aative  town»  he  quitted  ^t,  as  fome  fay,  in  great 

Everty^  and  repaired  to  Geneva,  where  he  paiTecjl 
\  apprenticefliip,  but  in  what  boufe,  or  in  what 
tr^de,  the  perfon,  who  obligingly  furni(hed  me 
with  thefe  anecdotes,  does  not  mention.  Frofi^ 
Geneva  he  went  to  London,  and  a£ted  as  one  of 
the  clerks  to  an  eminent  merchant  who  traffic!^ 
ed  in  precious  ftones,  and  where  he  acquired  a 
great  ftill  for  eftimating  at  tight  the  value  of 
diamonds.  After  a  long  refidehce  in  England* 
he  eftabliihed  himfelf  in  LiCbon,  and  carried  on 
a  Tery  extentive  commerce,  particularly  in  bra-* 
2il-wood  and  precious  (lones.  Being  appointed 
court-banker,  he  rapidly  increafcd  his  fortune. 
This  generous  man,  however,  did  not,  with  9 
parfimony  not  unufual  in  perfons  who  have  eur 
riched  themfelves  by  commerce,  confign  his  mo- 
ney to  his  c5oficrs«  or  ^aringly  diftribute  his  lar- 

gefles ;. 
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gcfles:  on  the  contrary,  while  living,  he  re« 
znitted  large  fums  of, money  to  his  native  town; 
and  being  unmarried,  and  having  none  but  dif- 
unt  reflations,  left  his  country  his  heir.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  lilt  of  the  fums  which  he  gave  away, 
either  in  charitable  donations,  or  for  the  improve^ 
mcnt  of  Neuchatcl.    . 

From  the  year  1771  to  1786,  j^.  100  annually 
for  the  poor  of  NeuchateF,  and  the  fame  fum 
for  thofe  of  Vallengm,  which,  for  fifteen  years, 
Amounts  to  jC'.V^^^*     I^iff^i'^^'^t  fums  at  various 
periods,  and   for   divers  ufes,  to  January  1785, 
amounting  to  £,  1 5,900     To  this  muft  be  added 
the  purchafe  of  near  7,000  tickets  in  the  lottery, 
towards  raifmg  a  fund   for  building  and  endow- 
ing  an  hofpitai  ;  which  tickets  he  alfo  prefented^ 
to  the  faid  hofpitai.     He  died  on  the  31ft  of 
May  1785  ;     and  the  remains  of  his  fortune, 
bequeathed  to  his  country,  after  the  payment  of 
a  few  legacies,  does  not  fall'fliort  of  j^.  160,000, 
which,   together  with   the  contributions  in  his 
lifetime,  render  his  bencfadions  equal  to  almoft 

jf.20O,OOO. 

His  grateful  country  obtained  from  the  king  of 
Pruilia  the  title  of  baron  in  his  favour  ;  a  title 
which,  through  his  (ingular  modefty,  he  neither 
bore  nor  ufed  in  the  fignature  of  his  letters.  The 
citizens  of  Ncuchatel  have  alfo  placed  the  por- 
trait of  this  generous  benefia6lor  in  one  of  the 
apartments  in  which  government  aflembles ;  and 
have  ordered  a  marble  bud  to  be  eicecuted  for 
the  new  town-houfe. 

The  large  legacy  which  Pury  has  bequeathed 
to  the  town,  being  more  than  fufficient  to  com* 
picte  the  buildings  and  public  worlds,  it  would 

well 
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well  become  the  wifdom  of  government  to  cm- 
ploy  part  of  the  remainder,  rather  in  ufeful  un« 
dertakings,  than  in  the  conftrudion  of  new  edi* 
ficcs,  which  are  not  wanted.  With  refpcdl  to 
thofc  works,  which  regard  the  health  and  con- 
venience of  the  town,  it  may  be  fufficient  to 
hint,  that  the  public  walks,  which  are  now  much 
ncglefted,  might  be  improved  ;  the  ftrcets,  which 
are  extremely  dirty,  be  cleafcd  ;  *anh  the  torrent, 
which  travcrfes  the  town  and  threatens  it  with 
frequent  inundations,  may  be  turned.  But  par* 
ficularly  a  large  field  is  open  for  the  protedtioa 
and  encouragement  of  literature  ;  for  even  in 
the  eflfential  article  of  education  this  place  is  fo 
deficient,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  pofiefs 
a  fmgle  feminary  ;  confequently  the  inhabitants, 
though  endowed  with  iiveiy  parts  and  good  ca- 
pacities, are  yet  much  lefs  informed  than  thofe 
of  the  other  Proteftant  towns  in  Switzerland.  A 
new  fpirit  may  be  given  to  the  ftudy  of  the  arts 
and  fciences ;  and  the  feminary  may  be  rendered 
of  great  public  utility  by  appointing  t>^o  or  three 
•]:»td7eflbrs  for  the  inftrudioii  of  yoatfa.  Thus  fa- 
-Wxt  generations  enlightened  by  means  of  thisbe- 
^nefa^on,  will  repeat  with  faiisfadion  the  name  of 
Fury }  joining  in  their  grateful  commemorations 
thofe  magiftrates,  who  firft  opened  the  fourcesof 
fcience  and  literature,  and  tiiught  them  to  flow 
for  the  impovement  of  a  diflant  pofterity. 
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Expeditm  u  LbcU  mid  Cbaux  de  Fend. 


Neoebatel,  S«pt.  11, 


A  M  charmed  urith  an  expedicion  to  the  fa«H 
mit  of  the  Jura  ;  abd  will  give  you  a  (hurt  v> 
coutttof  it|  while  the  impreflioii  remainavann 
upon  my  mind. 

The  principality  of  Neochatd  and  Vallengin, 
firetches  from  the  lake  to  (he  limits  of  Franche 
Comt£}  containing  in  length,  from  north  to 
fouth,  about  twelve  leagues,  and  about  fix  in  its 
greaieft  breadth.  The  diftrift  of  Neuchatel  oc- 
cupies all  the  plain,  together  uith  the  lower  parts 
of  the  mountains;  while  Vallengin  is  totally  en- 
clofed  within  the  Jura.  Parallel  chains  of  the 
Jura  run  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  form,  in  the 
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mdl  detated  parts»  feveral  valleys,  llie  iow«r 
gtottiidi  of  tbia  chain  are  arable  lands  $nd  vinc^ 
yif  da  t  the  higher  confift  of  Utgt  m&s  of  fondly 
*hich  in  many  parts  have  been  deartd^  and  coft*. 
verted  into  conftderable  paftures^.  intenDii^e4 
^ith  fome  fields  bf  barley  and  oats.  Ba|  ^b(t 
i^ulftr  genius  and  induftry  of  (he  numerous  in^ 
liabieanta,  partidplarty  demand  the  gttentioA  pf 
erery  curioasi  fniv<!fl«r. 

We  paffed  through  Valhnpn^  the  tapiisd  of 
the  diftrid  of  that  name ;  a  TmaU  open  burgti> 
with  a  modern  esfftle  Ihiilt  on  fomt  antijcnt  riyinSf 
We  then  crofled  the  Vftl  df  Ruz,  \^luch  comtaiq;! 
Above  twenty  viUag^,  fnuated  at  the  hot  of  |^ 
ttiountftins  which  border  the  valley:  theinhabjU 
tants  in  general  are  employed  in  agriciilture,  fotn^ 
ft#  excepted^  whp  folioir  pccafionajly  jthe  m^» 
iehanicll  arts. 

' '  We  arrived  about  mid-day  at  La  Chaus  4^ 
^ondy  a  large  handfome  village  lying  in  a  bro^d 
valley  whid^  reaches  to  Franch^  Cbmt6 :  froni 
thence  ve  proceeded  to  Locle,  through  a  con.*- 
tinned  range  of  plea(}ng  cottages,  which  ftitt 
both  fides  of  the  toad ;  and  are  fcattercd  V^ts^ 
lirKc  over  {he  country.  As  thefc  two  little  towns 
or  villages  carry  on  th^  fame*  commerce  ;  I  lli?l| 
comprehend  them  \>oth  U^dcr  oae  common  .de» 
fcription. 

La  Chaux  de  Fond  aiid  Lode,  together  with 
^  diftrifis  belonging  to'  them,  may  contain 
^kbout  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  remarkably  .di& 
tiftguiOied  for  their  genius,  induftry,  and  fkilj 
in  the  mechanical  arts.  They  trarry  on  an  ex.- 
tenfive  commerce  in  lace,  ftockings,  cutler)r, 
and  other  mcrchandifc  of  their  own  manufafturc  5 
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but  watcb^making,  and  every  branch  of  clock* 
work,  are  fbe  articles  in  which  they  particularly 
excel  l*bey  not  only  make  every  utenfil  era* 
pbyed  in  tboTc  aru,  but  have  invented  ileveral: 
and  all  forts  of  workmen  nece&ry  for  the  com- 
pletion ol  that  branch  of  bufinefsi  fach  as  pain- 
ters, enamellerS)  engravers,  and  gilders^  are 
found  in  tbcfe  villages  i  where,  upon  an  average, 
about  forty  thoufand  watches  arc  yearly  made. 
The  genius  and  induflry,  indeed,  obfer^able 
upon  ^efe  mquntains,;  exhibit  a  fccne  uncooi- 
mooly-  pleating*  As  every  individual  is  furc, 
not  only  of  obtaininjl;  a  comfortable  maintenance 
fat  himfdf,  but  aUb  of  foon  placing  his  childran 
in  a  way  of  procuring  their  own  Livelihood }  the 
people  marry  very  early. 

Not  many  years  ago^  the  greaiefl  part  of  thefe 
valleys  was  almod  one  continued  foreft  ;  but  the 
wonder-working  powers  of  induftry  have  happily 
changed  the  fcene  into  flourifhing  villages  and 
fertile  paftures.  The  increafe  of  population  will 
appear  from  the  following  fad :  Formerly  the 
produce  of  the  country,  was  more  than  fufficient 
for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  i  at  pre- 
fcnt,  although  coufiderably  more  cultivated,  it 
fcarccly  furui(hes  an  eighth  part  of  the  provifions 
ncccflfary  for  interior  confumption  :  the  remada- 
der  is  drawn  from  Franche  Comt6.  And  no 
wonder ;  for,  bcfide  the  natural  effed  of  their 
frtqucnt  and  early  marriages ;  every  ftranger, 
who  brings  a  certificate  of  his  good  behaviour, 
is  at  liberty  to  fettle,  and  to  follow  any  trade, 
without  the  Icaft  rcftridion.  Here,  no  appren- 
ticefhip  is  nccelfary  ;  nothing  is  contraband  i  and 
induflry  exerts  herfelf  untaxed. 

Bcfide 
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Befidft  thofe  j^ftrticufar  arts  1  have  already  mem 
tidtied)  TeveAl  inhabitftnti  of  Lode  and  La 
Chat^c  de  Fond  irc  Well  dtilkd  in  other  brancfaes 
bf  iti^chaniciil  Ibiencfe^  and  have  invented  afeful 
ttiMh^ttiatical  and  aftranomical  inftntmenta. 
Among  thdfe  who  4iave  eminently  diftinguiflied 
th^rtifelveft  in  this  wey^  is  the  famous  |aquct 
IMroz,  who  is  )leW  at  Paris  ;  and  whofefbn  ex- 
liibited  {"k  England  fevefal  automatical  figures  df 
4t  very  Angular  and  ftlt{>riling  conftrii&ion::  one 
playi^d  upon  the  harpfichord ;  another  drew  land- 
leaped  ;  and,  What  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  a 
third  copied  any  word  prefented  to  it,  or  wrote 
tiown  whatevtt*  was  di&ated  by  any  of  the  com- 
^ny.  Theib  a^e  certainly  wonderful  inventions^ 
and  feem  to  e^alt  the  powers  of  mechanifm ;  but 
ftili  they  are  rtiere  toys^  and  an  unworthy  wafte 
of  great  genius:  it  is  Swift  making  riddles.  How 
itn«k:h  more  laudably,  and  with  equal  fudcefs, 
might  the  fame  talents  and  application  have  been 
exerted  in  improving^  or  adding  to,  thofe  inftra. 
aetits  and  apparatus^  which  trt  neceflary  to  the 
aftronomer  and  Natural  philofopher ! 

The  origin  of  watch-making  in  thefe  parts,  as 
related  by  Mr.  Oftcrwald,  the  hiftoriographer  of 
thefe  mountains,  is  extremely  curious ;  and  the 
trnth  of  his  account  was  confirmed  to  me  by  fe- 
veral  artifts  both  of  Locle  and  La  Chaux  de 
Fond.  In  1679^  one  of  the  inhabitants  brought 
from  London  a  watch ;  which  being  oat  of  order^ 
iie  entrufted  it  to  Daniel  John  Richard,^  of  La 
Sagne.  Richard,  after  examining  the  mecha- 
nifm witti  great  attention,  determined  to  attempt 
making  a  watch  from  the  model  before  him  :  but 
to  this  end  he  was  deditute  of  every  other  affift- 
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ance  than  the  powers  of  his  own  native  genius. 
Accordingly  he  employed  a  whole  year  in  invent- 
ing and  finiihinK  the  feveral  inftruments  previ- 
oufly  neceflary  for  his  purpofe ;  and  in  (ix  months 
from  that  period  (by  the  fole  force  of  his  own 
penetrating  and  perfevering  talents)  he  produced 
a  complete  watch.  But  his  ambition  and  in- 
duftry  did  not  ftop  here :  befide  applying  him* 
felf  fuccefsfully  to  the  invention  of  feve^  new 
inftruments  ufeful  for  the  perfe&ion  of  his  work, 
he  took  a  journey  to  Geneva,  where  he  gained 
confiderable  information  in  the  art.  He  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  the  only  watphmajcer  ih 
thefe  parts ;  but  buHnefs  increafing,  he  ipftrud* 
ed  feveral  aflbciates  ;  by  whofe  affiftance  he  was 
enabled  to  fupply  from  his  fingle  (hop  all  the 
demands  of  the  neighboqring  couptry.  Towards 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  he  removed 
to  Locle,  where  he  died  in  1741,  leaving  five 
fonsy  who  followed  their  father's  occupation. 
The  knowledge  &nd  pra£lice  of  the  art  gradually 
fpread  itfelf,  and  is  now  become  almoft  the  uni- 
verfal  bufinefs  of  the  inhabitants,  and  may  be 
deemed  the  principal  caufe  of  the  population  ob« 
fervable  in  thefe  mountains. 

The  inventive  genius  of  this  mechanical  peo- 
ple is  not  merely  obfervable  in  the  above-men- 
tioned articles,  but  difcovers  itfelf  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  where  it  can  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of 
their  convenience  and  accommodations.  To 
give  an  inftance  :  the  rocks  in  moft  parts  of  the 
alps  being  exceedingly  hard  and  folid,  the  waters 
ufually  make  their  way  along  their  iides,  and 
rufh  down  in  perpetual  torrents  :  but  the  ftrata 
which  compofe  the  Jura  being  lefs  firm  and  coip- 
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paft  }  the  rains  and  melted  fnow  penetrating  into 
the  crevices,  form  fubterraneous  channelst 
4ind  iffue  in  rivulets  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun* 
tains.  Now  the  pea|ants»  in  order  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  peculiarity^  have,  in  the  midft  of 
thefe  fubterraneous  channels,  and  with  much 
labour,  ereded  mills,  which  are  turned  by  the 
defcending  torrents.  For  this  purpofe  the  build- 
ers have  conftru£ted  wheels,  in  places  where  it 
feemed  fcarcely  pra&icable ;  have  invented  new 
modes  of  fcaffolding,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
ingenious  contrivances  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
worjku 

The  natives  of  thefe  diilrifks  are  exceedingly 
courteous  to  ftrangers  who  viiit  their  country. . 
They  are  in  general  very  well  informed  in  fevc- 
ral  branches  of  knowledge ;  and,  as  they  ufually 
employ  their  leifure  hours  in  reading,  many  of 
the  villages  contain  circulating  libraries. 

The  houfes  are  plaiftered  and  whitewaflied ; 
though  fmall,  are  commodious  and  well-built ; 
and  airniflied  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs,  and  even 
elegance,  peculiarly  flriking  in  thefe  fequeftered 
jDiountains. 

The  rock  which  forms  the  bafe  of  the  Jura, 
is  moilly  compofed  of  calcareous  ftone  ;  and  per- 
haps there  is  no  fpot  in  Europe  where  are  found 
fo  large  a  quantity  of  petrified  fhells  and  marine 
plants  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace.  Near  Locle  I  obferved 
a  ridge  of  hills,  that  feemed  to  confift  entirelv  of 
fierres  arborifeesy  or  ftones  bearing  the  imprcflion 
of  plants. 

In  returning,  we  had  a  moft  fublime  profpcft 

of  the  lakes  of  Ncuchatel,   Biennc,  and  Morat, 

with  the  high  and  rugged  chains  of  Alps  flretch- 
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ing  from  ih«  cantons  of  Beme  wod  Fribarglu  f* 
far  as  the  Vallais,  and  the  moutitains  of  CbsW*J' 
Such  perfca  eafe  and  plenty  reigns  A"*^^ 
outthefc  mountsins,  that  I  fcarcdy  faw  on«*^ 
jc£k  of  poverty  :  the  natural  cfeas  of  iBAmtff 
under  a  mild  and  equitable  goTremment-  ^^ 
of  thrfc  Tallies,  and  of  their  inhahitanfs,  w 
RouiTeau  gives  fo  enchanting  a  defcriptipn  io  »• 
letter  to  D'Alembert :  to  which  I  refer  yoci^ 
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Covernmint  of  Neucbatel. 


X>^  ^c  death  of  the  dachefs  of  NemocHO,  ia 
17079  the  (bvereignty  of  Neucharel  and  Val- 
lengin  became  vacant ;  and  beuig  clahned  by 
Frederic  the  Firft,  king  of  PniBia,  a^  heir  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  his  right  wis  acknowledged 
by  the  ftater  of  the  country.  Upon  his  death  it 
defcendcd  to  his  fon  Frederic  William,  who  t^anf- 
mitted  it  with  hig  other  domtnioos  to  Frederic 
the  Second. 

The  conftitutlon  of  Neuchatel  it  a  limited 
monarchy.  The  machine  off  this  government  is 
indeed  a&oated  by  fuch  nice  fprings,  and  hs 
wheels  are  fo  exceedingly  complicated,  that  it  is 
Tory  difficult  for  a  ftnmger  to  diftinguifli^  with 

any 
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any  degree  of  accuracy,  the  prerogatives  of  tbe 
fovereign,  and  the  firanchifes  of  the  people  :  par- 
ticularly as  fome,  even  of  their  moft  important 
privileges,  depend  upon  mutual  acquiefcence  and 
immemorial  cuftom,  and  not  upon  written  lavs. 
I  (hall  endeavour,  however,  to  trace  the  princi- 
pal features  of  this  government ;  the  refult  of 
my  beft  inquiries  during  my  continuance  at 
Neuchatel. 

Upon  the  acccflion  of  Frederic  the  Firft,  cer- 
tain general  articles,  which  in  a  great  meafure 
cftabliflied  the  prerogatives  of  the  prince,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  were  figned  and  rati- 
fied by  the  king.  Befide  thefe  general  articles, 
which  his  prefent  majefty  upon  his  acceffion  pro- 
mifcd  to  preferve  inviolate;  others  were  add- 
ed at  the  pacification  of  1768  :  which  finifhed 
the  difpute  between  the  fovereign  and  fubjcA. 
By  this  pacification,  the  king  not  only  renewed 
his  afient  to  the ^rn^ra/ articles;  but  alfo  explained 
them,  wherever  their  tenor  had  been  miftaken; 
exprdsly  confirming  alfo  feveral  other  privil^es 
in  favour  of  the  people,  which  had  hitherto  been 
equivocal,  or  not  duly  obferved. 

The  moft  important  of  thefe  general  articles 
are: 

1.  The  fovereign  promifes  to  maintain  tbe 
Reformed  religion  as  by  law  eflablifhed  ;  and  to 
tolerate  no  other  fe£k,  except  within  the  diftrids 
of  Landeron  and  CreHier,  where  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion is  dominant. 

2.  No  perfon  but  a  native  of  the  country  is 
capable  of  holding  any  civil  or  military  charge, 
excepting  that  of  governor,  who  may  be  a  fo- 
reigner \  and  the:fame  incapacity  is  extended  even 

to 
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to  natives,  wl^o  are  in  the  fcrvice  of  a  foreign 
prince. 

3*  AH  the  fubjefls  have  a  right  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  a  foreign  power  ;  provided  that 
power  is  not  in  actual  war  againft  the  prince,  as 
ibvereign  of  Neuchatel:  and  if  the  fovereign 
ihould  be  engaged  in  hoftilities,  which  do  not 
concern  Neuchatel,  that  ftate  may  continue  neu- 
ter, except  the  Helvetic  body  (hould  be  involved 
ill  the  coQteft*. 

4*  Juftice  (hall  be  equitably  adminiftered : 
and,  for  this  purpofe,  the  three  eftates  of  Neu« 
chatel  and  Vallengin  (hall  be  annually  alTem^* 
bled. 

5.  The  magiftrates  and  officers  of  juftice,  in* 
ftead  of  holding  their  ecnployments  during  plea- 
fore,  (hall  enjoy  them  during  their  good  beha- 
viour. 

*  The.  latter  claufe  of  this  article  is  not  fo  clearly  worded 
as  it  might  have  been  ;  from  a  delicacy,  I  fuppofe,  of  not  esc- 
prefsly  ftipalating,  that  the  ilate  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallengio 
may  oppofe  their  faveraign  by  arms,  in  cafe  the  Swifs  fhould 
^  c<^g<Kg^  in  >ny  war  againft  him.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  they  confider  their  conne£tion  with  the  Helvetic  body,  as 
of  fuperior  obligation  to  thac  with  their  prince,  as  fovereign  of 
Neuchatel  and  Vallengin. 

The  remarkable  claufe  in  queftion  is  as  follows  : 
Et  qittn  outre  et  apnform'mint  J  dis  articles  ixpr  s  it  ftrmtli 
dis  frmuhifn  tant  de  la  bourgeoiju  di  Ntnfehntil  pi§  dt  ceiie  de 
Vallengin^  cet  Etat  m  puijfe  tre  eng^i  dans  aucufiiguerrit  m  let 
fujtts  d*icelui  obliges  dy  marcher^  que  ce  m  fiit  pour  la  propre 
guern  du  Prince^  r  eft  u  dire,  pour  la  defence  de  PEtat,  et  pour 
les  guerree  que  It  Prince  pourreit  anfoir  en  tant  q'*efiuvermn  di 
NeufchaUl  et  non  autrement :  en  forte  que  HI  avott  guerre  pour 
rdfon  dequelque  autre  Etat,  terres  et  fe  gneuries^  lEtatde  Neuf» 
chatel  ne  foit  point  obl'ge  d'y  entrer  i  mah  en  a  cas  devra  de* 
meurer  dans  la  neutrality  ^  d  molns  que  tout  le  cor  ft  Hihfetique  tA 
gin  ral  n'y prit part  et  inter  /. 
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inoun  Aod)  by  the  U$c  pj^ficattoii  it  was  dwm 
ther  agreed,  tbat  die  prince  is  not  himfelf  the 
judge  of  their  gbod  behaviour  v  but  that  in  order 
to  be  deprived  of  their  plaeea,  they  muft  be  fuUjB 
Gonvidek  of  m^verfatioA  ia  office,  by  certain 
judges  at  Nietichatd  appQinfied  fis«  li^t  pnr-t 
pofe. 

6*  The  ibfereign  ftatftake  the  accuftoacdi 
oath  np^n  his  acccflioa  ;  axid.promife  to  mv^ 
tain  all  the  rights,  liberties,  franchifififi,  amd  cuC- 
&>ms,  written  or  unwrittenr 

It  is  remarkabte,  that  one  of  the  au»ft  eflepniai 
rights  of  the  fubjefl,  depends  upon  immemoria) 
nuge ;  for,  that  ''  the  fovereign  (hall  be  cos* 
^^  fidered  as  rcfidenl  only  at  Neuchaul,^  bin 
the  number  of  their  unwrkten  immunities.  Nov 
this  privilege,  in  conjunction  with  the  third  ar* 
ticle  juft  cited,  forms  the  bafis  of  their  civil  liber- 
ty. By  the  former,  the  prince,  when  abfent,  can 
only  addr^fs  his  fubjeds  cfarough  his  governor 
and  the  council  of  (late  ;  and  no  fubjed  can  be 
tried  out  of  the  country,  or  other\vifc  than  by 
judges  appointed  by  the  conAitudon  :  by  the 
latter,  fhould  the  king  of  Pruifia  be  at  war  w\A 
all  Germany  ;  the  people  of  Neuchatd  and  Val* 
kngin  ace  by  no  means  obliged  to  arm  in  his 
defence ;  but  individuals  may  even  ferve  againft 
him,  fo  long  as  the  powers  whom  they  ferve, 
are  not  engaged  in  hoftilities  againft  their  couQ- 
try*. 

Befide 

♦  When  Hecrj  dwht  of  LongucviJIe*  and  fovcrrign  of 
Ncuchatel,  was,  in  1650,  fcnt  to  fhecaftle  of  Vincennes,  %la 
deMareval,  captain  of  the  S^ifs  guards,  kept  giia^d  io  h*  fun»» 
though  he  was  citizen  of  Neuchatel,  at  iht  door  of  the  prifook 
tn  which  his  ff/vtreign  was  confioed. 
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BdCide  thefe  general  articles,  that  comprehend 
the  privileges  of  the  people  at  large  j  there  are; 
others  which  the  fovereign  is  equally  bound  to 
xnaintain,  relating  to  the  town  of  Neuchatel  and 
the  diftrift  of  Vallcngin,  in  particular. 

The  prince  confers  nobility,  nominates  to  the 
principal  offices  of  ftate,  both  civil  and  military^ 
and  appoints  the  chatelains  and  mayors,  who 
prefide  in  the  courts  oi  juftice.  His  revenues^ 
which  are  very  moderate,  and  fcarcely  amount 
to  )C-5>o<^o  a  year,  arife  from  certain  demefnes  ; 
from  a  fmall  land  tax  ;  from  the  tythes  of  wine 
and  corn ;  and  from  the  tenth  of  the  value  on  the 
fide  of  immoveables..  With  regard  to  commerce, 
no  fubjeft  pays  any  duties  cither  of  importation 
or  exportation,  except  for  foreign  wines  imported 
into  the  town  of  Neuchatel. 

During  the  abfencc  of  the  prince,  he  is  re- 
prefented  by  a  governor  of  his  own  appointing  ; 
who  enjoys  confiderable  honours,  but  is  extremely 
limited  in  his  authority.  He  convokes  the  three 
cftates  ;  prefides  in  that  afTembly  ;  and  has  the 
calling  vote  if  the  fuffrages  happen  to  be  equal : 
he  enjoys  the  power  affo,  in  criminal  cafes,  of 
pardoning,  or  of  mitigating  the  fentence.  In  the 
governor's  abfence  his  place  is  fupplicd  by  the 
\cmot  counfellor  of  ftate. 

The  three  cftates  of  Neuchatel  form  the  fu- 
perior  tribunal  of  this  country  ;  and  receive  ap-- 
peals  from  the  inferior  courts  of  judiqe.  They 
arc  compofcd  of  twelve  judges,  divided  into 
three  eftates  :  the  firft  confills  of  the  four  fenior 
counfellors  of  (late,  who  arc  noble  ;  the  fecond, 
of  the  four  chatelains  of  Landeron,  Boudry,  Val 

dc 
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dc  Travers,  and  Thicllc*  ;  and  in  cafe  of  ab* 
fence,  their  place  is  fupplied  by  the  refpcSive 
mayors  in  the  principality  of  Neuchatel,  ac- 
cording to  a  regulated  order ;  the  third  is  com- 
pofed  of  four  counfcllors  of  the  town  of  Ncu- 
^hateU  'J  he  judges  iti  the  firft  and  fccond  divi- 
fion  hold  their  places  for  life  ;  thofe  in  the  third 
are  appointed  annually*  lliis  body  ordinarily 
aflembles  every  year  in  the  month  of  May  ;  but 
is  convoked  extraordinarily  upon  particular  oc- 
cafions  :  the  town  of  Neuchatel  is  always  the 
place  of  meeting. 

Thefe  three  cftatcs  are  not  the  rcprefentatives 
of  the  people  ;  nor  do  they  poflefs  the  legiflative 
authority.  They  are,  properly  fpeaking,  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  which  receives  all  ap- 
peals, and  decides  finally  all  caufcs,  even  thofe  re- 
lating to  the  fovereignty  of  the  country  :  a  power 
which  they  exercifed  in  the  year  1707,  upon  the 
extinflion  of  the  dired  line  in  the  perfon  of  the 
duchcfs  of  Nemours. 

It  may  be  here  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
the  three  eftates  decided  the  famous  caufc  of  the 
fucceflion  in  1707,  as  a  procefs  between  tlie  fevc- 
ral  claimants  of  the  fovereignty.  But  if  (in  fai- 
lure of  claimants)  a  new  fovereign  was  to  be 
chofen,  or  a  new  form  of  government  to  be  efta- 
bliflied  ;  this  would  no  longer  be  confidcred  as 
amenable  to  a  court  of  judicature  :  the  queftion 

would 

•  The  principality  of  Neuchatel  if  divided  into  a  certaiB 
number  of  diftri^ls  ;  (ome  of  which  are  dcnomitaatd  tietfilt* 
niett  and  others  miiy^raiiies.  The  chiefs  of  the  former  are  called 
ehattkins,  and  of  the  latter  mayors :  in  every  other  refpe^  their 
office  and  their  power  b  the  fame.  < 
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i^ould  then  come  before  the  people  aflembled  by 
means  of  their  reprefentatives. 
.  The  council  of  (late  is  invefted  with  the  ordi- 
nary  adminiftration  of  government ;  fuperintends 
the  general  police  ;  and  is  entrufted  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws.  The  members  nominated 
by  the  fovcreign  are  not  limited  to  any  parti- 
cular number.  The  prince  exercifes  his  autho- 
rity by  means  of  this  council,  in  which  he  is  aU 
Drays  confidered  as  perfonally  prefiding :  and  the 
power  of  the  prefident  is  only  to  convoke  the  af- 
fembly ;  to  propofe  the  fubje^  of  their  confidera- 
tion ;  to  colled  the  votes  ;  and  to  decide  when 
the  voices  are  equal.  The  ordinances  of  this 
council  are  previouily  communicated  to  the  mU 
nijiraux  of  Neuchatel,  who  arc  to  certify,  that 
they  contain  nothing  contrary  to  law. 

The  town  of  Neuchatcl  enjoys  very  confider- 
able  privileges :  it  has  the  care  of  the  police  within 
its  own  diftrid,  and  is  governed  by  its  own  ma- 
giftracy,  confifting  of  a  Great  and  Little  Coun* 
ciL  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  the 
feveral  departments;  but  I  cannot  omit  men- 
tioning the  mini/iraux  ;  becscufe  the  members  of 
that  body  form  the  third  eftate  on  every  ad  of 
legiflation.  The  mini/iraux  are  a  kind  of  com- 
mittee from  the  council  of  the  town,  and  are  en- 
trufted with  the  adminiftration  of  the  police. 
They  confift  of  the  two  prefidents  of  that  council, 
four  mafter-burghers  drawn  from  the  Little 
Council,  and  the  banneret  or  guardian  of  the 
people's  liberties.  The  fix  former  arc  changed 
every  two  years ;  the  banneret  is  chofcn  by  the 
general  aiTcmbly  of  the  citizens,  and  continues 
an  office  during  fix  years. 

The 
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The  legiflative  authority  is  divukd  in  fo  com- 
plicated a  manner,  tliat  k  wouU  be  nm  cafy  taik 
to  detef  mine  preciiely  ^he? e  ii  abfolut«li]r  lefides : 
.  perhaps  the  following  account  of  the  perfoiis  con^ 
cemed,  and  of  the  forms  obferved,  ia  enadisf 
and  promulgating  laws,  may  fomcwhat  afift  in 
clearing  the  diffic>ilty. 

As  foon  as  the  caufes  are  decided  by  the  three 
eftates  afiembled  in  the  monch  of  May ;  the  fo« 
judges,  who  form  the  third  eftate,  reiiire  }  aid 
their  place  is  fupplicd  by  the  four  mmjkttaau 
The  attorneygeneral  then  defires  the  members 
of  the  three  eftat«s  to  take  into  co»fidctaxioii, 
whether  it  is  neceflary  to  frame  any  new  hws. 
If  a  new  ordinance  is  propofed  ;  a  dedaratiosi  is 
drawn  up,  and  delivered  to  the  council  of  ftale 
for  their  deliberation,  whether  it  is  contrary  to 
the  prerogatives  of  the  prince,  or  to  die  rigbss  of 
the  fub]e& :  from  thence  it  is  communiea^d  to 
the  council  of  the  town,  in  order  to  be  examined, 
whether  ic  infringes  the  privileges  of  the  citizcMt 
If  adopted  by  the  council,  of  ftate,  and  the  coub* 
cil  of  the  town,  it  is  propofed  to  the  prince  faff 
his  approbation  ov  rcjedion :  in  the  former  cale, 
it  is  again  publickly  read  before  the  three  eftates ;  . 
and  the  governor,  or  prcHd^nt,.  declares  tiie  a^ 
probation  of  the  fovereign.  It  is  then  promul* 
gated,  or,  as  the  exprclfion  is,  paflodinto  a  bw 
by  the  three  eftates. 

Since  the  acctifion  of  the  houfe  of  Branden- 
burgh,  the  people  of  Vallengin  are  always  ooo^ 
fulted  upon  the  framing  of  a  new  law.  For  this 
purpofe  the  three  mafter  burghers  of  Valleagin 
examine,  whether  it  contains  any  thing  incon- 
fiiient  with  the  franchifes  of  that  diilria  ;  in 

'  which 
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mtAtii  tafe  they  have  the  ponrcf  of  remonftrattiig 
to  the  governor  in  coutitU. 

From  this  detail  it  (hould  feem,  that  the  leg!** 
ilative  authority  rcfidcs  conjunftivcly  inthe  prince, 
the  coancil  of  ftatic,  and  the' town  ;  that  the  peo- 
ple of  VaHcngin  have  a  kind  of  negative  voice  ; 
^nd  that  the  three  <:ftates  propofe  and  promulgate 
the  laws. 

Every  year,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  aflembly 
of  the  three  eftates  of  Ncuchatel ;  thofc  of  VaU 
)engin,  as  conftituting  the  fuprcme  court  of  ju* 
dicature  for  that  country,  mctt  at  Vallengin, 
and  decide  finally  all  appeals  from  the  inferior 
courts  of  juftice.  Thcjirjl  of  thefc  three  eftates 
is  formed  by  the  fame  four  noble  and  fenior 
counfcllors  of  ftate,  who  fit  in  the  firft  of  the 
three  eftates  of  Nruchatcl ;  the  fecond  by  four 
mayors  of  the  county  of  Vallengin  ;  and  the  third 
by  four  members  of  the  court  of  juftice  of  VaU 
)engin,  nominated  by  the  mayor  of  Vallengin, 
The  governor,  or,'  in  his  abfcnce,  the  fenior 
counfellor,  prefidcs,  as  in  thofe  of  Ncuchatel. 
The  three  eftates  of  Vallengin  have  no  interfe- 
rence  in  any  aft  oV  legiflation  :  the  laws  which 
have  been  framed  or  amended  at  Ncuchatel,  in 
the  manner  abovemcnrioned,  being*  fimply  re- 
mitted to  them  by  the  folicitor-gcneral,  and  pub- 
lickly  read  before  them. 

The  people  of  Vallengin  affemble  every  threo 
years  in  an  open  plain,  in  order  to  eleft  their  threie 
majier 'burghers i  who  are  refpeftivtrly  chofen  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Vallengin,  of  the 
Val  de  Ruz,  ^nd  of  the  mountains-  The  func* 
tion  of  thde  mafter-burghcr?  is  to  watch  over  the 
general  intercfts  of  the  people  :  they  are  alio  in 

iomc 
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(bme  cafes  deputed  to  Neuchatel  by  the  people^ 
whenever  they  arc  fummoned  by  the  governor 
and  council  of  ftate,  in  relation  to  any  affair 
which  particularly  concerns  their  country. 

The  principality  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallcngin  is 
divided  into  a  certain  number  of  diftrids,  each 
of  which  has  its  criminal  court  of  juftice.  The 
great  circumfpedion  obfcrved  in  the  judicial  pro- 
c«*edings,  may  fomecimes  favour  the  efcape  of 
the  criminal :  b|it  the  few  inftances  of  atrocious 
crimes,  prove  that  this  humane  caution  is  no  en- 
couragement to  tranfgrefTors ;  and  is  a  ftrong 
prefumption  of  the  general  good  morals  which 
prevail  among  the  people.  In  a  word,  perfonal 
liberty  is  almoft  as  tenderly  and  as  focurely  pror 
tcftcd  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  ^  by  thofe  of 
our  own  invaluable  conftitution. 

When  the  criminal  is  arrefted,.he  is  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial :  after  which,  the  fentence 
is  read  to  him  in  prifon.  The  next  morning  he 
again  appears  before  the  judges,  aflfembled  in  the 
open  air ;  the  former  proceedings  on  the  trial  are 
read,  and  the  judges  once  more  deliver  their  opi- 
nion. In  capital  fentences,  the  governor  is  in- 
ftantty  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  the 
crime  :  and  if  he  does  not  remit  or  foften  the 
punifliment,  the  fentence  is  immediately  executed. 
I  am  concerned  to  add,  that  torture  (though  fcl- 
dom  ufed)  is  not  abfolutely  abolilhcd. 

Such  are  the  general  outlines  of  this  remarka- 
ble coaftitution,  by  which  the  liberties  of  the 
people  arc  as  well,  and  perhaps  better,  fecured 
than  even  in  the  dcmocratical  cantons  ;  for,  al- 
though  the  moft  defpotic  prince  in  Germany  is 
lovcreign,    his  power   is   exceedingly    limited. 

Among 
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Among  the  flriking  circumftances  which  charac- 
terife  this  governmenty  muA  be  mentioned  the 
very  liberal  encouragement  given  to  (trangers^ 
Vfho  fettle  in  the  country.  They  enjoy  every 
pofEblc  privilege  of  trade  and  commerce ;  and 
in  no  (late  are  fewer  eflcntial  diftindions  made 
between  ftrangers  and  natives.  I  have  already 
obfervcd  to  you^  the  good  effe£b  of  this  enlarged 
policy  on  the  population  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallen- 
gin  :  whereas  a  narrower  and  more  contraded 
principle  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Swifs  can- 
tons, has  occafioned,  and  continues  to  occafion, 
a  very  manifeft  decreafe  of  inhabitants. 
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ttwte  from    Poniariier  to    Neucbaiel — Valley  tf 
Travers — Anecdotes  of  Roujfeau^^ljle  cf  St. 
"     Petery  in  the  Lake  rf  Bienne. 


I 


Ncuchat*!,    Odober  1785. 

NOW  write  to  you  a  fecond  time  from  Ncu- 
cfaateU  at  the  interval  of  nine  years  fince  the 
date  of  my  former  letters.  On  the  preceding 
occalion  I  went  from  Granfon  to  N^uchatel ;  to- 
day I  came  from  Poiitarlier,  a  fmall  town  ia 
Burgundy,  which  is  the  ufual  route  of  tkofe  who 
enter  Switzerland  on  this  fide. 

From  Pontarlier  I  afcended  gently  by  the  fide 
of  the  Dou,  here  a  fmall  rivulet  bubbling  in  the 
Vale,  quitted  that  dream,  and  paiTed  under  a 
bold  rock,  on  which  (lands  the.caftleof  JouxfoN 
ming  a  pi&urefque  landfcape.    This  cafUe  has 

a  garrifon 
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a  garrifon  of  invalids,  and  commands  the  nar* 
row  valley  leading  into  Burgundy.  Near  it  the 
road  is  divided  into  two  branches ;  one  leads  di* 
re&ly  to  Joigne,  and  the  other  to  NeuchateL 
In  wout  two  hours  we  obferved  a  (lone,  which 
feparates  France  from  the  county  of  NeuchateU 
Soon  afterwards  we  mounted  an  eminence, 
'  looked  down  upon  the  beautiful  valley  of  Tra- 
vers ;  defcended  to  a  narrow  pafs,  which  is  guard- 
ed  by  a  chain  faftened  to  the  rock,  bearing  the 
date  of  1723.  Hiftory,  however,  makes  men- 
tion of  this  pafs,  and  of  a  fimilar  chain,  at  a 
much  earlier  period ;  particularlv  in  1476,  when 
Charles  the  Bold,  having  ineffeaually  attempted 
to  force  it,  marched  with  his  army  to  Joigne, 
and  befieged  Granfon,  where  he  was  defeated. 

Having  defcended  to  St.  Sulpice,  I  vifited  the 
fource  ofthe  Reus,  which  iflues  at  the  foot  of  a 
rock  in  five  copious  fprings,  that  form  a  large 
body  of  water,  and  turn  feveral  mills.  I  was 
accompanied  to  this  pidurefque  fpot  by  an  inha* 
bitant  of  Flcurier  a  neighbouring  village: 
Xpeaking ofthe  increafe  of  induftry  in  thefe  parts, 
he  informed  me,  that  about  thirty  years  ago 
Fleurier  contained  only  three  watchmakers, 
whereas  at  prefent  above  a  hundred  were  fettled 
in  that  place.  He  added,  that  notwithftanding 
the  conftant  influx  of  ftrangers,  hands  were  ft  ill 
wanting  for  the  numerous  trades,  which  are  car- 
ried on  with  great  fuccefs  in  thefe  parts. 

I  continued  along  the  high  road  leading  to 
Neuchatel,  through  the  beautiful  and  romantic 
valley  of  Travers,  watered  by  the  Reus,  abound- 
ing in  the  moft  fertile  paftures,  bordered  by  hills 
gently  rifing  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
Vol.  I.  I  i  beautifully 
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beautifully  fprinkled  with  wood.  I  tnTcOod 
through  many  neat  viUagcs,  particularly  Boi»- 
vcrcffc,  Couvet,  Travers  which  gives  its  name 
to  the  whole  valley  i  aod  Noirague,  where  I 
quitted  the  valley,  and  entered  a  narrow  pafii 
called  Clufetti.  From  hence  the  road  traveHei 
an  abrupt  and  woody  country  along  the  fides  ef 
precipices,  the  Reus  rolling  beneath  in  k  deq> 
channel.  At  the  fmallr  village  of  Brot,  a  plea* 
fing  view  of  the  lake  of  Neucfaatel  and  the  ad** 
jacent  country  opened  gradually,  as  I  defcended, 
and  joined,  the  road  leading  ^om  Graafon  to 
Neucbatel. 

I  did  not  quit  the  valley  of  Tn^vers  ivithout 
paying  a  viGt  to  Moitier  Travers,  rendered  me* 
morable  by  the  refidence  ef  RouSeau,  who  being, 
in  1763,  driven  firft  from  Geneva,  afterwards 
from  Yverdua  by  the  government  of  Berne, 
foond  a  refuge  from  civU  and  theological  perfe* 
cution  in  this  feduded  valley,  under  the  protec* 
tion  of  Lord  Keith,  .governor  of  NcachatcL 
The  dwelling-hottfe  of  this  fingular  man,  is  a 
fmall  wooden  building  at  the  further  extremity  of 
the  village,  near  the  road  which  leads  to  Fkurier, 
and  is  now  occupied  by  Mr*  Martinet,  mayor  of 
the  valley,  a  fen^le  old  gentleman,  who  lived 
in  habits  of  great  intimacy  with  the  philofepber 
ef  Geneva. 

The  room  chiefly  occupied  by  Roufleau  is 
a  fmall  bed-chamber,  which,  oat  of  refpe£t  to 
bis  memory,  is  left  in  the  fame  date  as  when  be 
Uved  there.  In  a  corner  near  the  window,  he 
bad  made  a  kind  of  reccfs  formed  by  two  boot- 
cafes,  and  a  fimple  deal  plank  which  reached 
from  one  book-cafe  to  the  othcr„  and  on  which 

he 
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he  was  accuftomed  to  write.  Roufleau  admitted 
company  into  this  room  \  but  into  this  recefs  he 
fuifered  no  one  to  enter,  from  a  fufpicion,  that 
they  would  overlook  his  papers  when  he  was 
writing.  He  ufed  alfo  to  frequent  a  fmall  open 
gallery  in  the  front  of  the  houfe,  the  extremities 
whereof  he  had  enclofed  with  planks,  in  which 
were  peep-holes  for  the  ]}urpofe  of  reconnbitring 
thofe  perfons  who  came  to  vifit  him,  thkt  he 
might  give  his  orders  whether  they  Ihould  be 
admitted  or  refufed.     Here  he  walked  and  read. 

During  his  refidence  at  Moitier,  from  1762 
to  1765,  by  frequently  Jauntering  into  the  fields 
and  neighbouring  mountains,  he  acquired  a  tade 
for  the  ftudy  of  botany,  which  he  never  inter- 
mitted,  and  which  he  always  ftyled  his  peculias 
delight.  During  this  period  of  his  life,  he  iflued 
from  this  fecluded  corner  his  Lettre  h  tArcbe* 
veque  de  PariSy  his  Leitres  ecriies  de  la  Mon» 
tagnej  and  Ibme  other  works  ;  in  which  he  dif- 
plays  thofe  wonderful  powers  of  invention  and 
defcription,  that  fafcinating  yet  declamatory  elo- 
quence, that  glow  and  animation  of  ftyle,  that 
fondnefs  for  paradoxes,  that  reverence  for  the 
fcriptures  and  yet  thofe  perverfe  doubts  of  their 
authenticity,  thofe  liberal  yet  levelling  princi- 
pies  of  government,  that  keennefs  of  irony, 
and  that  motley  mixture  of  ^ophiftry  and  argu- 
ments, which  checker  and  charaderife  all  his 
writings. 

Roufleau,  on  his  arrival  at  Moitier  appeared 
in  a  common  drefs,  but  foon  afterwards  aflumed 
an  Armenian  habit ;  either,  as  he  himfelf  al- 
leged, becaufe  that  mode  of  clothing  was  adapt- 
ed to  the  diforder  with  which  he  ii^as  afflided  ; 
I  i  a  or 
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or  from  th^t  affedation  of  fingalarity*  wliicfa 
fecms  to  have  marked  His  charader^  in  every 
period  cf  his  life.  Through  Lord  Keith's  intcr- 
ceflioa^  the  lun^  of  Pruffia  offered  to  Roufleau 
a  penfion  of  j(f.  100  per  annum,  which  he  de- 
cGned,  from  his  averfion  to  the  teaft  (badowof  d^- 
pendente ;  preferring  to  copy  mufic  for  his  live- 
lihood, rather  than  to  accept  an  obligation  even 
from  fo  great  a  foverdgn  ;  and  he  ufed  to  boaft, 
that  he  could  daily  earn  a  guinea  by  that  occu- 
pation. 

Roufleau  took  his  repafls  ufuaHy  alone; 
though  he  would  fometimes,  but  very  rarely,  ac- 
cept an  invitation  from  M.  Martinet  to  dinner  or 
fupper ;  and  particulary  when  Lord  Keith  pafled 
a  week  at  Moitier  Travers  for  the  purpofe  of 
vifitin^  him.  On  thefe  occaiions  he  was  re- 
markably agreeable  and  lively  i  being  naturally 
of  a  focial  difpofition,  he  converfed  with 
great  fpirit  and  animation,  and  yet  with  as 
much  corre&nefs,  as  if  be  was  di£tating  for  the 
prefs. 

Roufleau  feems  to  have  truftcd  entirely  to  his 
own  judgment  i  being  fo  impatient  of  contra- 
did:ion,  that  he  would  never  liften  to  the  admo- 
nition of  his  friends,  and  feldom  afked  advice 
with  an  intention  of  adopting  it.  Having 
(iniflied  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Archbifhop 
of  Paris,  he  read  it  to  a  perfon,  from  whom  ( 
received  the  anecdote,  and  demanded  his  ad- 
vice relative  to  its  publication.  The  perfon, 
though  ftruck  with  the  fire  and  fpirit  of  the  rail- 
lery, yet  could  not  avoid  rcprefcnting  to  him, 
that  his  letter,  however  forjtibly  writen,  would 
never  make  a  convert  of  the  Archbifliop;   that 

he 
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he  would  only  be  entangled  in  endlef)  controvcr- 
jfies,  and  draw  upon  himfeif  much  obloquy  and 
iU*will.  *•  Your  advice^  returned  Rouffcau 
calmly,  is  a  little  too  late ;  it  is  already  publiih- 
ed  :'*  and  immediately  prefented  to  him  a  printed 
copy  of  a  letter^  which  he  had  juft  read  to  him  in 
manulcript. 

He  derived  from  nature  an  extreme  fenfibility 
which  bordered  upon  weaknefs ;  he  feems  to  have 
wanted  one  proof  of  a  great  mind^  that  of  receiv- 
ing an  obligation,  and  to  have  pofleflfed  fuch 
pride  and  forenels  of  temper  as  rendered  it  impof* 
fible  to  ferve  him  ;  for  he  frequently  conftrued  a 
benefit  into  an  injury.  His  extreme  fenfibility 
was  4q:itated  and  augmented  by  a  troublefomc 
and  painful  diforder,  which  preyed  upon  his 
confutation,  and  at  times  rendered  him  unfit  for 
fociety.  And  to  this  complaint,  in  conjun&ion 
with  that  mercilefs  perfecution  which  he  repeat- 
edly endured,  fliould  be  attributed  in  a  ereat 
meafure  the  reclufenefs  of  his  life,  and  that  lufpi- 
'  cious  miflruft  which  occafionally  bordered  upon 
madnefs. 

Eoufleau  had  now  continued  three  years  at 
Moitier,  greatly  delighted  with  his  fituation, 
when' an  unexpeded  event  induced  him  to  quit  a 
retreat,  in  which  he  wifhed  topafs  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  This  event  has  l>een  varioufly  re* 
lated.  Some  authors  afifert,  that  the  pOpulace, 
incited  by  the  minifler  of  the  parifh,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fcepticifm  difplayed  in  his  Lettres 
Ecrites  de  la  Montagnej  afTembled  in  crouds, 
broke  the  windows  of  his  houfe,  forced  open 
the  door,  and  entering  his  bed-chamber,  treated 
jiiim  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  cfcaped  with  diffi- 
culty J 
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ty ;  and,  not  to  become  a  martyr  to  bis  opim- 
ens,  quitted  the  country.  Otbcrs  on  the  con- 
trary maintain,  that  neither  the  miniftcr  nor  Ac 
natives  were  exafperated  aninil  him ;  Aat  Ui 
bourekeeper^  the  fame  perlon  whom  he  after- 
wards married,  difgufted  with  the  inhabitants, 
broke  the  windows,  and  pcrfuading  her  mafter, 
that  he  was  in  danger  of  being,  affaflinated,  fo 
worked  upon  his  apprehenfions,  that  he  quitted 
Moitier  the  ncitt  morning ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
this  affertion,  they  affirm,  that  one  of  toe  ftones 
found  in  the  apartment  was  too  large  to  have 
pafled  through  the  broken  panes  of  gisis. 

The  truth,  however,  fecms  to  be,  that  te 
pride  and  fufpicious  temper  had  rendered  him 
obnoxious  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  ;  that^  the 
fcepticifm  and  infidelity  of  his  religious  ajanions, 
in  his  Lettres  flcHies  de  la  Monfagne^  had  raffed 
Z  party  againft  him ;  that  fome  of  the  P^JP'^ 
would  occafionally  iniuk  him ;  that  the  mimmt 
of  the  parifli  fummoned  him  before  the  confifto- 
ry  i  that  he  declined  appearing ;  that  the  coundl 
of  ftatc  at  Ncuchatel  had  prbpofed  condemning 
the  abovementioned  publication,  and  had  even 
.  applied  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  for  that  purpofe* 
Frederic,  in  an  anfwer,  which  does  honour  to 
his  head  and  bis  heart,  while  he  permitted  them 
to  ufe  any  precautions  which  might  tend  to  pre* 
went  the  fpreading  of  fccptical  opinions,  yet 
wifely  forbade  all  perfecution,  and  enfurcd  to 
Rouffeau  a  fecure  retreat  at  Moitier  under  his 
imme4iate  prote^on.  Before  this  anfwer  was 
returned)  fome  of  the  populace,  iritoxicated  with 
liquor,  threw  ftones  againft  Rouflcau's  windows 
with  fuch  violence  as  to  penetrate  into  the  kit- 
'  ■      '  '  chcn, 
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elie&»  and  to  tear  off  the  plaifter  from  the  walls; 
but  it  is  certain  that  none  of  thefe  ilones  did,  or 
could^  enter  lus  bed*chainber,  as  that  apartment 
was  fituated  on  the'othcr  fidre  of  the  bouie.  Thk, 
violence,  however,  exaggerated  by  the  real  or 
pretended  terrors  of  hia  boufekcepef,  was  Effici- 
ent to  abrm  Roisfleau  :  on  the  next  morning  hfe 
retired  from  Moitier,  and  took-  refuge  in  the 
ifland  ofSt.  Peter. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Peter,  fometlmes  called  the 
ifland  of  La  Motte,  and  fomctimes  Roulleau^ 
iflamd,  lies  towards  the  ibuthem  extremity  of 
the  lake  of  Bknoe.  To  tiiis  ddightfut  fppt  I 
made  an  agreeable  eKcnafioft  on.  the  fourth  df 
OAober  1786,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  M.  <& 
Mewon,  of  NeuchateU  and  three  Englifli  gen- 
tiemen. .  We  quitted  Neuchatel  in  the  morning  ; 
]iafled  through  St.  Blaife  andthc  dtftridH  of  Lan« 
deron,  and  embarked  at  Neuvilk,  a  fmaE  town, 
which,  like  Biesne,  ackniowlcdgcB  the  bifliop  of 
Bafle  for  its  liege  lord,  but  poflcfles  fuch  rights 
and  immunities  as  render  it  an  independent  re- 
public. It  contains  about  twelve  hundred  inha- 
bitants. The  fine  weather,  and  the  clearneis  of 
the  air,  enabled  us  to  enjoy  the  mild  beauties  of 
the  view  as  we  failed  to  the  ifland".  To  the  foutb- 
wcfl:  we  difcerncd  Neavilic  and  its  antient  caftic, 
and  to  the  fouth-eaft  we  admired  the  Julimont, 
an  infulated  hill  adorned  with  woods  of  oak,  the 
fummio  of  which  is  frequently  vifited  by  travel- 
lers for  the  beauty  of  the  profped ;  and  its  name 
has  been  derived  by  fanciful  antiquaries  from 
Julius  Caefar.  ^  At  the  extremity  of  a.  rocky  and 
woody  prompntory,  which  ftrctchcs  from  the 
foot  of  the  Julimont  into  the  lake,  (lands  the 

caftle 
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caftle  of  Ceriier^  and  beyond,  at  Come  diftance, 
ihe  fertile  plains  watered  bv  the  Thiele. 

We  landed  on  the  foutn  fide  of  St.  Peter's 
ifland,  and  walked  through  an  agreeable  meadow 
Ourted  with  vineyards  to  a  large  fiairm*hoofe, 
which  was  formerly  a  convent  ^,  and  is  now  in- 
habited by  the  fteward  of  the  general  hofpital  at 
Berne,  to  whidi  the  ifland  belongs. 

The  ifland  is  about  two  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence,  and  richly  wooded  with  varioos  fhrubs  and 
trees,  partiealarly  with  large  oaks,  beech,  and 
Spaniih  chefnilts.    Its  furface  is  gently  undulat- 
ing {  the  fouthem  fliore,  covered  wi^  herbage, 
fortkis  a  gradual  flope  to  the  lake ;  tiie  remaining 
l>orders  are  ft^p  and  rocky :  in  a  few  places  their 
fummits  are  thinly  fringed  with  (hrubs  ;  in  others 
their  perpendicular  fides  are  clothed  to  the  water's 
edge  with  hangidg  woods.  *  The  views  from  the 
different  parts  of  the  illand  are  beuutifol  and  di- 
verfified  ;  that  to  the  north  is  the  moft  extenfivc 
and  pleafing.    It  comihands'the  lake  of  Bienne, 
which  is  of  an  oval  form  ;*its:  cultivated  borders 
fpotted  with  villages  and  icaftles,  with  the  towns 
of  Nidau  and  Bienn^'ftanding  dn  the  farther  ex- 
tremity.  *  JAgreeable  walks  are  carried  throu^ 
the  woods,  and  terminate  at  a  circular  paviUon 
placed  in  the  center  of  the  ifland.    During  vin- 
.tage  particularly;  and  on  Sunday,  which  is  die 
ufual  day  of  feflivity,  the  iiland  is  filled  with 
parties  who  take  refrefliments  at  the  farm*hoafe, 
ilray  about  the  woods,  or  dance  in  the  circular 
buildings,  aiid  animate  thele  romantic  but  feli- 
taryfccne$.   '  .-.»....» 

Roufleau 

•  It  was  fcculariOd  at  die  reformation. 
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Rouflcau  occupied  an  apartment  in  the  farm- 
houfe,  the  only  dwelling  in  the  ifland.  He  lived 
jBPitb  the  fteward  and  his  fiamily,  Vho  are  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants.  The  woman  informed  me,  that 
he  paid  for  bis  board  and  lodging  forty  (hillings 
a  month,  that  he  ufuaily  rofe  at  fix,  dined  with 
the  &mily  at  twelve,  and  after  a  flight  fupper 
retired  to  reft  at  mnt.  She  added,  that  he  was 
extremely  cheerful  and  agreeable ;  conrerfed 
with  the  family  with  the  greateft  eafe  and  com- 
placency, and  conformed  to  their  hours  and 
manner  of  living ;  that  he  amuied  himfelf  en- 
tirely in  wandering  about  the  woods,  and  fearch- 
iBg  Jbr  plants,  which  he  ufed  to  explain  to  theto 
with  Angular  fatisfaAion.  Rouflcau  mentiona  his 
Tefidence  in  this  delightful  ifland  with  the  higheft 
terms  of  rapture,  and  his  ufual  pronraefs  to  ex- 
^gg^fttion* 

\^  I  was  permitted  to  remain  only  two  months 
in  this  delightful  ifland  ;  but  I  could  have  paf- 
jfed  there  two  .years,  two  centuries,  all  eternity 
withqut  fuffering  a  moment's  ennui^  although  my 
.whole  fpciety  qonfifted  of  the  fteward  and  family, 
good  but  plain  people.  I  efteem  thefe  two 
months  ^  the  moft  ha{^y  period  of  my  life ;  and 
fo  happy  that  I  could  have  pafled  my  whole  ex- 
iftence  wiithout  even  a  momentary  wifli  for  ana* 
thcr  fituation  •.? 

If  we  examine  in  what  this  entreme  happinefe 
confifted  ;  he  himfelf  informs  us,  that  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  was  in  doini  nothing.  He  did 
not  cveh^unpack  his  books,  and  could  fcarcely 
prevail  on  himfelf  to  read,  much  lefs  to  anfwer 
any.  letters.    He  aflifted  the  fteward  and  his  fer- 

vants 

•  Ste  Promcntdc  V. 
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vtnti  at  work  ia  the  vineyards  and  fields ;  fiinn- 
iered  about  the  wooda,  and  gave  himfelf  up  en* 
lirely  to  botany.  He  propofed  to  write  a  Fhru 
Pitrinfuhrist  or  a  deficription  of  the  plants  in  die 
ifland ;  adding  on  this  head,  that  as  a  German 
had  publiflied  a  book  on  the  kernel  of  a  lemoUt 
in  the  fame  manner  he  would  oompofe  a  Ireatife 
on  each  fpecies  of  grafs,  mofs,  and  lichen  ;  and 
that  he  would  not  kave  the  moft  minute  particle 
of  v^etation  undefcribed.  He  made  occafional 
ezcuHioos  on  the  lake,  fomettmes  coafting  the 
fludy  banks  of  the  ifland ;  at  other  times  fufier«- 
ing  the  bark  to  ^at  without  dire&ion  into  the 
middle  of  the  kke ;  then,  to  ufe  his  own  ezpref- 
iicasy  *^  he  wpuld  lie  down  in  the  boat,  look  up 
to  the  heavens,  and  continue  in  tha^  pofture  mr 
ieveral  hours,  eii|oyin|r  a  thpufaod  unconneded 
and  confufed,  but  delicious,  reveries."  He  frt - 
qoently  rowed  to  a  fmaU  fandy  i^and^  which  he 
defcribes  as  a  ipoft  beautiful  ipot.  it  was  one  ef 
his  great  amufements  to  pcoplp  this  little  ifland 
with  rabbits ;  and  as  he  was  conveying,  wiifa 
freid  pwap^  the  fteward's  &milv  to  be  prdeat  at 
the  foundation  of  this  little  colony,  he  defcribes 
himfelf  as  equally  elated  with  the  tikt  rf  the  At- 
pnaulk  expeditivu 

From  thcfc  fimple  avocations  and  every  day 
occurrences,  which  Roufleau  relates  with  thst 
enthufiafm  and  thofe  fcntimcnts  peculiar  to  him- 
felf, he  drans  the  following  fublime  morality. 

^'  I  have  remarked,  dnring  |the  vicifii^ttdes  of 
a  long  life,  that  the  moit  delightful  enjoyments 
and  moft  rapturous  pleafures,  are  not,  upon  recol- 
ledion,  thofc  with  which  I  am  mod  affeded. 
Such  fleeting  moments  of  paifion  and  delirium, 

however 
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IvMrevar  raptumus,  ^re,  from  their  tery  aotnrfet 
butdiiiily  fcMtered  intke  path  of  life.  Thef 
are  too  rare  and  rapid  to  confticute  a  fixed  ftaCe  | 
tmd  the  bappitiefe  which  my  heart  regreta^  it  not 
cempofed  of  fugitive  inftants,  but  confifts  is  a 
fimplc  and  permanent  ftafee,  withoiit  Ta|kuiie,  the 
dumdon  of  Which  increafes  the  charm,  till  it 
finds  fupreme  felicity.'* 

This  ftate  he  defcribes  himfelf  as  poflefling 
during  his  (hort  continuance  in  the  iiland  of 
Bienne ;  a  longer  refidence  would  probably  have 
dififolved  the  charm,  which  was  raifcd  by  his  own 
heated  imagination.  That  reflleflhefs  of  temper, 
which  is  ufually  the  attendant  of  great  genius, 
dnd  which  was  his  infeparable  companion,  would 
have  probably  returned,  and  embittered  the  de- 
lightful calm  which  he  defcribes  with  fuch  rapture 
and  exftacy.  But  he  had  not  time  to  become 
difgufted  with  his  fituation :  for  the  fame  intole- 
rant fpirit  which  had  hitherto  purfued  him,  fol- 
lowed him  even  to  this  fequeftered  iiland ;  and 
he  had  fcarcely  paffed  two  months,  before  he  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  government  of  Berne 
to  depart  from  their  territories.  Roufleau  was 
fo  fhocked  at  this  unexpeded  command,  that  he 
petitioned  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,  only  re- 
quefting  the  ufe  of  a  few  books,  and  that  he 
might  be  occafionally  permitted  to  walk  in  the 
open  air.  Soon  after  this  extraordinary  requeft, 
which  {hews  the  extreme  agitation  of  his  mind, 
and  which  cannot  but  intereft  every  feeling 
mind,  he  reluftantly  quitted  the  ifland.  It  docs 
liot  faU  within  the  compafs  of  a  letter  to  dwell 
upon  this  Angular  man  through  the  fubfequent 
events  of  his  life,  or  even  accompany  him  to 

England, 
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England,  where,  notwithftanding  the  moft  dif- 
Cinguiflied  reception,  the  fame  pervcHeDefr  of 
di^ofition,  and  the  fame  ezcefliFe  delicacy,  ren- 
dered him  no  lelt  unhappy,  than  when  ne  was 
nnder  the  preffure  of  real  csdamities,  and  expofed 
to  reiterated  perfecutions* 

I  am,  && 
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Environs  of  Morat—Mmnt  Vtdlly. 


In  our  way  to  Morat  and  Avenches  we  croffed 
the  riv«r  Tbieb,  which  iflues  from  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel,  difcharges  itfelf  into  that  of  Bieane^ 
and  feparates  the  principality  of  Meuchatel  from 
the  canton  of  Berne. 

Morat  is  a  bailUage  belonging  to  Berne  and 
Friburgh:  the  reformation  waa  introduced  ia 
1530,  by  the  majority  of  voices,  in  prefence  of 
deputies  from  Berne  and  Friburgh.  The  free 
fpirit  of  the  Swifs  governments  is  in  no  inftance 
more  remarkably  apparent,  than  by  the  mode 
which  they  obferved  in  embracing,  or  rejefting^ 

the 
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hapi  die  only  central  point  from  which  the  ef c 
can  at  once  comprehend  the  vaft  amphitheatre 
formed^  on  one  fide,  by  the  Jura  ftretching  from 
the  ennront  of  Geneva  as  far  as  Bafie,  and,  on 
the  other,  by  that  ftupendous  chain  of  fnowy  alps, 
which  extends  from  the  frontiers  of  Italy  to  the 
confines  of  Germany,  and  is  loft  at  each  extre- 
mity in  the  boundlefs  horizon. 

Imprefled  with  this  fublime  view,  I  caft  my 
eyes  downwarda  over  that  dead  and  extenfife 
morals  through  which  the  Broye  fcrpendncs; 
and  cried  out  in  the  language  of  poetry,  which 
knows  how  to  animate  the  duUeft  objcOs  s  * 

JfyUtmt  U»hm$€tkt  mmUifmt 
Jf  nmt  cmtkr  k  Br^  *  i  irmmi  let  r^/muJt, 
Sm  mJe^art^ie  en  J^fmrtm  CMHOtuf 
fegmn  «<wr  fistifir  damJe  nmUt  tsm^rma, 
Ei  firm  Jtmt  la  p^ht  m  UyHmJit  ^emut. 
Rimimt  trmfmlh  H  €/m§ 
^efidmt  afiuvn  i$t  diimtrs  I 
7W  ««f  fitmcwifi  tnJmpoifiUi  c^mrs, 
Brifnae  i  mm  tfirii  timagt  de  ia  vU  i 
Elk  fimtk  immMii^  H  ^ttmU  tmftm-s. 

•  Praia «poem«eatirled''X4itw#/j6Mf.''  Ikifefelloir. 
•d  cht  eztmple  of  R  Siooer,  in  his  Vef .  Hift.  tt  Pol  de  It 
SttifTe,  who  fubfticutet  the  Braxe  for  the  Thiele^  to  whkh  the 
Knes  m  the  original  are  applied. 
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Battle  (f  Momt — War  between  tbe  Swijs  and 
Charles  tbe  Boldj  Duke  of  Burgundy— Its  Con^ 
feqiiences. 


JVlORAT  is  celebrated  for  the  obftinate 
liege  it  fuftained  againft  Charles  tbe  Bold,  duke 
of  Burgundy,  which  was  followed  by  the  battle 
of  Morat,  foughron  the  2  2d  of  June  1476*  In 
this  famous  engagement  the  duke  was  routed, 
and  his  whole  army  almoil  entirely  deftroyed^ 
by  the  confederate  troops  of  Switzerland.  Not 
far  from  the  town,  and  adjoining  to  the  high 
road,  a  monument  of  this  vi£lory  flill  remains  : 
it  is  a  fquare  building,  filled  with  the  bones  of 
Vol.  L  K  k  the 


49«  LETTER        50. 

the  Burgandiaa  foldiers,  who  were  flain  at  At 
fiege  and  in  the  battle.  To  judge  from  the 
quantity  of  thefe  bones,  the  number  of  ibc 
flaughtered  muft  have  been  very  confiderabld 
Among  feveral  infcriptiont  in  the  Latin  and  Ger* 
man  languages,  relative  to  that  memorabk  vifio- 
ry,  I  tranfcribed  the  folbwing  on  account  of  its 
condfenefs : 

Deo  Opt :  Max: 

Carols  Inclyti  et  Foriiffimi 

Burgtifidia  Dticis  Exercitus 

Muraium  obfidem  ab  Helvetiis 

Cafus  hoc  ftu  Monumefsium  reliquiU 

Ann :    1476. 

This  war,  which  Charles  the  Bold  carried  on 
againftthe  Swifs  with  a  temerity  peculiar  to  him-, 
idf,  forms  a  remarkable  sera  in  the  biftoiy  <tf 
this  country  ;  and  was  attended  with  foiaic  very 
extraordinary  circumftances.  From  the  ^e 
of  the  famous  revolution  in  1308,  which  gave 
rife  to  the  Helvetic  coafederacy,  to  the  end  of 
the  following  century,  the  Swifs  republics  de- 
prived the  Houfe  of  Auffria  of  all  its  territories 
fituated  in  Switzerland  ;  and  continued  in  pot 
b&ioaiy  notwithftandtng  the  various  atteauits  of 
die  different  dukes  to  roctnrer  tihetr  loft  d«- 
maint*  But  of  all  die  princes  of  that  HoufCf 
Sigifinond  the  (imple,  archduke  of  Auftria  of  the 
branch  of  Tyrol,  was  more  partkukrly  engaged 
in  hoiUlities  with  the  Swifs  cantons,  and  their 
aUits :  &r,  bis  hereditary  dominions  in  Suahia 
and  Alface  bordeiing  upon  Switserland,  induced 
him  to  enter  ^more  fre<]uentty  into  thcafe  difputes, 

than 
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than  the  cdier  branch,  which  was  in  pofieilion  of 
the  imperial  throne. 

In  the  ccurfe  of  thcfe  hoftilitics,  Sigifmond 
was  compelled  to  cede  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
territories  to  the  Swifs  republics  ;  particularly  the 
rich  country  of  Thurgau  to  the  feven  cantons, 
which  at  that  period  compofcd  the  Helvetic 
league  *.  Inflamed  by  thefe  repeated  loflfes,  and 
the  humiliating  conditions  of  peace  he  was  con* 
drained  to  accept  in  1408,  he  endeavoured  to 
engage  fome  of  the  neighbouring  powers  in 
a  coniEederacy  againft  the  Swifs  cantons.  Hav- 
ing firfl  inefiedually  applied  to  Louis  the  Eleventh 
king  of  France,  he  at  length  addrefled  himfelf 
to  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Charles  having  fucceeded  to  the  poifeffion  of 
Franche  Comte,  Burgundy,  Artois,  and  Flanders^ 
together  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  United 
Provinces;  poiTeiTed  as  ample  revenues,  and 
extenfive  territories,  as  the  moll  potent  fovereign 
of  his  time.  Magnificent,  impetuous,  and  en* 
terprifing,  he  negleded  no  opportunity  of  ag- 
grandifmg  his  power,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  the 
projeds  of  his  refllefs  ambition.  He  had  formed 
the  plan  of  ereding  Burgundy  into  a  monarchy  ; 
and  had  already  in  imagination  appropriated  to 
hitnielf  Lorraine  and  part  of  Switzerland  ;  which 
he  propofed  to  annex  by  conqueft  to  his  heredita- 
ry  dominions. 

A  prince  of  fuch  a  charafter  being  naturally 

well  difpofed  to  liften  to  any  overtures,  or  to  un- 

dertake  any  war,  that  might  advance  his  ambi* 

tious  fchemes,  received  with  eagernefs  the  pro<- 

K  k  2  pofitions 

•  Rerne  obtained  the  co-regency  of  Thurgau  at  the  peace  of 
Arau,   1712. 
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pofitlons  of  Sigifmond  ;  he  flattered  that  creduloni 
prince  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  in  marriage 
his  daughter  Mary,  beirefs  of  his  cxtenfive  do- 
minions ;  and  prevailed  upon  him,  by  the  loan 
of  eighty  thoufand  florins,  to  furrender  Sundau, 
Alface,  Brifgau,  and  the  four  Forcft-towns; 
promifmg,  upon  the  repayment  of  that  fum,  to 
rcftore  the  faid  provinces. 

By  this  alliance,  Sigifmond  acquired  a  fum  of 
money  to  afiift  him  in  his  preparations  againfl  the 
Swifs ;  protefitcd,  as  he  thought,  his  hcredirary 
dominions  from  their  enterprifes  ;  and  fecureda 
powerful  ally  againft  the  antient  enemies  of  his 
family.  The  revcrfe,  however,  proved  to  be 
the  event :  for,  by  a  flrange  fatality,  this  league, 
which  was  intended  to  cement  the  union  of  the 
two  princes,  ferved  only  to  divide  them;  and 
occafioned  ths  tirft  perpetual  alliance  between 
the  Swifs  cantons  and  a  prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria. 

,  Charles,  upon  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty, 
informed  the  cantons,  that  he  had  taken  Sigif* 
mond  under  his  proteftion,  and  would  defend 
him  to  the  otmoft  of  his  power.  Meanwhile, 
the  bailifs,  whom  he  placed  over  hi$  newly  ac- 
quired territories  in  Alface,  opprefled  the  people ; 
laid  embargoes  upon  the  commerce  of  Mulhaufen, 
a  confederate  of  the  cantons  ;  and  withheld  the 
rents  of  the  r  dates  belonging  to  the  Swifs  in 
Sundgau  and  Alface« 

Thcfe  grievances  being  laid  before  Charles  in 
an  embafly,  which  Berne  difpatched  to  his  court 
in  the  name  of  the  confederate  cantons,  the  duke 
received  it  with  haughtinefs  ;  and  after  compel- 
ling the  deputies  to  kneel  white  they  delivered 

their 
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AeiT  rcmonftrance,  difmiflcd  them  without  an 
anfwer.  This  difdainfal  and  ignommious  treat- 
ment was  ill  brooked  by  a  free  people^  unaccuf- 
tonied  to  orouph  before  the  infolence. of  power; 
and  the  warmth  of  their  juft  indigoktion  was  ftill 
more  inflamed  by  the  artful  policy  of  Louis  the 
Eleventh,  who,  jealous  of  the  duke  of  Burgun- 
dy's power,  entered  into  a  dcfenfive  alliance  with 
the  Swifs  republics,  in  order  to  countexaft  the 
defigns  of  that  ambitious  prince. 

But  Louis  ftill  further  ftrcngthcned  the  Swifs, 
by  effefling  a  reconciliation  between  them  and 
Sigifmond.  The  latter  had  no  fooner  furrender- 
ed  to  Charles  Sundgau,  Alface,  and  the  other  do^ 
minions,  than  he  began,  to  be  fenfible  of  his  error. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy  not  only  oppreffed  hi^ 
new  fubjeds,  hut  feemed  determined,  even  &ould 
the  eighty  thoufand  florins  be  repaid,  to  keep 
poflfeflTion  of  tbcfe  conditional  territories^  and  did 
not  appear  inclined  tp  fulfil  the  promife  of  be- 
llowing bis  daughter  upon  the  archduke.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  Sigifmond,  induced  through 
the  mediation  of  Louis,  to  throw  himfelf  under 
the  protedlion  of  the  Swifs,  concluded  the  famoujS 
treaty,  which  was  confirmed  at  Lucerne  in  i474# 
and  is  called  the  hereditary  union  ;  an  appellation 
appropriated  to  the  treaties  between  the  Swifs 
and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  Sigifmpnd  renounced 
all  right  to  the  provinces  which  the  Swifs  had 
conquericd  from  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  :  the  twp 
contradirg  parties  formed  a  defenfive  alliance ; 
and  engaged  to  guarantee  reciprocally  each  other*s 
territories.  Thus  the  Swifs,  after  having  de- 
prived Sigifmond  of  all  his  poflTcflSons  in  their 
country,  pngaged  to  fupporj  bis  title  to  thofe 

very 
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▼cry  provinces,  which  he  had  mortgaged  in  or- 
der  to  ftrengthen  his  arms  againft  themfelvcs ; 
and  Sigifmond  accepted  a  guarantee  from  the 
moft  inveterate  enemies  of  his  fimilj. 

This  treaty,  which  entirely  changed  the  pcticj 
of  the  Swiis  republics,  was  folely  contrived  by 
the  artful  intrigues  of  Louis  the  Eleventh :  the 
jealoufy  of  that  defigning  monarch  turned  into 
another  channel  the  vaft  preparations  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  ;  preparations  which  would  proba- 
bly have  been  attended  with  more  fuccefs,  had 
they  been  dire&ed  againft  France. 

Charles  too  late  perceiving  the  imprudence  of 
his  condud  towards  the  Swifs  republics,  in  vain 
exerted  all  his  efforts  to  engage  them  in  a  neu- 
trality. They  rejeded  his  propofals  of  reconci- 
liation with  firmncfs ;  prepared,  with  their  uTual 
vigour,  for  war,  which  now  appeared  inevita- 
ble :  and  even  advanced  the  eighty  thoufand 
florins  to  Sigifmond,  who  demanded  the  reftita- 
tion  of  his  lands,  which  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
evaded  under  various  pretexts.  The  latter  hav- 
ing concluded  a  feparate  peace  with  Louis,  turn- 
ed his  whole  force  againft  the  Swifs,  entered 
their  country  with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men ; 
and,  laying  fiege  to  Granfon,  carried  it  by  af. 
fault.  But  his  Tucccfs  ended  there  :  for,  at  the 
fubfequent  battles  of  Granfon  and  Morat,  be  was 
totally  defeated,  and  his  attempts  upon  Switzer- 
land entirely  fruft rated  *•    Never thelefs,  his  rcft- 

lefs 

•  Chtrles  entered  Swirxerland  conBdent  of  fubduing  that 
counery.  The  cflTeft  which  rhi$  unexpected  and  huaiiliaiing 
difappoimment  had  upon  hii  fpirits  and  conftirutfon,  is  re- 
lated by  Philip  de  Comines,  with   his  ufual   minotencrs,  in  . 

bis 
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k&  ud  ambigoiis  fpit it  ftitt  unfubdued^  impelled 
him  to  zttzdt  the  duke  of  Lorraine.  But  that 
prince,  having  engaged  in  his  pay  a  body  of 
eight  thoufiindSwi&9  obtained  a  complete  vidory, 
near  Nancy,  over  Charkf,  who  was  flain  in  the 

His 


lui  Mcnuiirs    addiclled  to  AngAm  CtttliOp    ftrehUfiop  €f . 
Vienoa    in  Davphine,       His  accoonc  is  cvrioiif,  aikd  wiM 
mvt  fome  idea  of  the  vblcnt  and  impftuous  ciiara^r  of 
Charles : 

'*  His  concern  and  diftradion  for  hislSrft  defeat  at  GranfoM 
^  was  fo  grear,  and  aiade  fuch  deep  in^reffion  on  his  fpiriis^ 
*^  that  ic  direw  hin  into  a  violent  aad  dangetonslit  of  fickne& : 
**  fi>r»  whereas  before,  his  choler  and .  nacutal  fatac  was  ia 
**  great  that  he  drtsk  no  wine,^  only  in  the  morniDg  he  took 
**  a  little  ptifanCy  fweetened  with  conferve  of  rofes  to  refreflu 
^  himJelf :  thisfndden  melandiol)?  had  fo  altered  his  couftiru- 
^  tion,  he  waanow  fotced  to  drink  the  ftrongeft  wine  that  could 
*'  he  got.  withovt  any  water.  And»  in  order  to  draw  the 
**  blood  from  his  heart,  fome  burning  tow  was  put  into  the  cup» 
••  ping-glaffcs,  and  applied  to  his  fide.  But  this,  my  lord  of. 
"  Vienna,  you  know  better  than  T^  fbr^  your  lordflifp  attended 
**  on  him  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  and  fpared  bd 
«•  pains  that  might  contribute  to  his  recovery :  and  it  was  by 
*•  yomr  perfuafioo  that  the  duke  was  prevailed  upon  to  cut 
«•  hu  beard,  which  was  of  a  prodigious  length*  In  my 
•«  opinion  his  underftaiiding  was  never  fo  pcrfcdt,  jior  hii 
**  fetifes  fo  fedace  and  compofed,  after  this  fit  of  fickoefs,  at 
•*  before." 

UvedaU's  Tranf.  Fol  L  f.  4x3, 

t  The  death  of  Charles  at  the  battle  of  Nancy,  was  attended 
with  fome  very  extraordinary  circuinftances  1  for  the  particu- 
lars of  which,  fee  the  curious  account,  eztra^ed  from  Philip  dc 
Comines,  and  the  Chroaique  Scaadaleufe  <^jQhn  da  Troye, 
in  Wraxal's  interefting  MesDoin  of  the  Kings  of  France  of  die 
Houfe  of  Valois, 
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His  death  terminated  this  bloodjr  war;  in 
which  the  Swifs  gave  the  irioft  diftinguiihing 
proofs  of  invincible  valour,  and  fpread  the  hmt 
of  their  military  virtues  throughout  all  Europe, 
but  from  which  they  obtained  no  (olid  advan- 
tage*. In  fad,  the  principal  and  almoft  fole 
|>ene(it  accrued  to  Louis  the  Eleventh ;  as  by  the 
death  of  Charles,  he  not  only  was  releafed  from 
a  dangerous  and  enterprifing  rival,  but  alfo  an- 
nexed the  rich  provinces  of  Burgundy  and  Artois 
to  the  crown  of  France. 

But,  although  the  immediate  advantage^  which 
the  Swifs  derived  from  the  death  of  Charles,  were 
unimportant :  yet  the  confequences  operated  very 
confiderably  on  their  future  politics.  Mary  of 
Burgundy,  the  only  furviving  child  and  heirefs 
of  Charles,  married  the  archduke  Maximilian, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  emperor  Frederic  the  Third, 
and  afterwards  emperor  himfelf.  By  this  mar- 
riage the  Houfe  of  Auftria  acquired  poflfeifion 

of 

•  *«  And  what,*  fays  Cominc),  "  wai  the  occafion  of  thii 
**  war  ?  Ic  was  begun  on  accovpc  of  a  waggon  of  Aieep  ikins 
«•  which  the  lord  of  Romont  took  from  a  Swi^s,  who  was  palEog 
<'  through  his  territorries.  If  God  had  not  abandoned  the  doJce, 
*•  ic  is  not  probable,  that  he  would  have  put  hiaifelf  into  fo 
**  much  danger  for  fo  trifling  a  circuinftance  f  confidcriog  the 
**  offers  that  were  made  to  him ;  againft  what  fort  of  people 
**  he  was  engaged  j  and  from  whence  neither  profit  nor  glory 
*•  could  accrue  ro  him.  For,  the  Swifs  were  not  in  fuch  re- 
*'  pure,  as  they  are  in  at  prefenr,  and  nothing  cpufd  be  poorer: 
*'  infomuch  that  one  of  their  ambafladors,  as  he  was  endet* 
••  vouring  to  prevent  the  duke  from  engaging  in  that  war,  re- 
*'  monftrated  i  that  he  could  gain  nothing  bj  attacking  diem: 
**  for,  their  country  was  fo  barren,  that  the  fpnrs  of  histroopi 
*.*  and  the  bits  of  their  horfes  were  wonh  more,  than  could  he 
*•  furniflicd  by  tU  the  Swifs  territories,  in  cafe  ibey  were  coni 
*•  quered. » 
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of  the  Netherlands  ;  and  having  frequent  difputes 
with  France,  the  alliance  of  the  Swifs  was  (Irenu- 
oufly  courted  by  both  parties.  Thus  this  coun« 
try,  being  Tecured  from  all  invafions,  acceded  as 
occafion  offered  to  the  two  rival  powers ;  and 
aflifted  each  party  by  turns,  as  the  intrigues,  or 
rather  as  the  fubiidies,  of  the  one  of  the  other 
prevailed. 

Thefe  intrigues  gave  rife  to  different  alliances^ 
contraded  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  kings 
of  France,  the  pope,  and  the  dukes  of  Savof 
and  Milan.— -But,  not  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  their  hiftory,  I  will  only  obferve  in  general, 
that  hitherto  the  Swifs  had  aded  with  great  dif« 
intereftednefs  in  all  their  treaties,  and  had  never 
taken  the  field  but  either  tofecure  their,  liberties, 
or  to  drive  their  enemies  from  Switzerland*  It 
was  about  the  period  of  the  Burgundian  war, 
that  the  fubfidies  which  they  obtained  from  Louis 
the  Eleventh,  taught  them  the  difgraceful  arts  of 
mercenary  politics  ;  as  the  rich  plunder  which 
they  took  from  the  duke  of  Burgundy  gave,  vol 
fome  meafure,  the  firft  taint  to  their  original  fim- 
plicity  of  manners ;  till  at  length,  Swifs  venalitj 
\^^  becpqie  a  proverbial  czprcflion. 

I  am,  &c« 
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Antiqiuties  tf  Avencbis. 


Mj  £W  antient  towns  have  occafioned  more 
controverfy  among  antiquarianss  ci:  given  rife 
to  fuch  a  variety  of  conje&ures  concerning  its 
origin  and  importance,  as  Avenches,  the  prin- 
cipal burgh  of  a  baiiliage  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 
Some  contend  that  it  was  the  capital  of  all  Hel- 
vetia ;  becaufe  Tacitus  calls  it  Aveniicum  gerUis 
caput :  while  others  have  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  by  this  expref&on  the  biftorian  intended  only 
to  denote  the  capital  town  of  its  particular  dif- 
trid.  Agreeably  to  fome  accounts,  the  city  was 
built,  and  a  Roman  colony  founded,  by  Vef- 

pafian: 
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of  the  Netherlands  ;  and  having  frequent  difputes 
L'ri  Hi  with  France,  the  alliance  of  the  Swifs  was  ftrenu- 
t^  E  oufly  courted  by  both  parties.  Thus  this  coun« 
'2.'.£  try,  being  fecured  from  all  invafions,  acceded  as 
r^'xr  occafion  oflfcred  to  the  two  rival  powers ;  and 
ym:  affifted  each  party  by  turns,  as  the  intrigues,  or 
zcki  rather  as  the  fubiidies,  of  the  one  or  the  other 
rrfrr    prevailed* 

IT  IT*        Thcfe  intrigues  gave  rife  to  different  alliances^ 

rri.      contraftcd  with  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,  the  kings 

jlsji      of  France,  the  pope,  and  the  dukes  of  Savoy 

and  Milan.— -But,  not  to  enter  more  minutely 

;j.T      into  their  hiftory,  I  will  only  obferve  in  general, 

ic:      that  hitherto  the  S^/^ifs  had  aded  with  great  dif- 

^^1      intereftednefs  in  all  their  treaties,  and  had  never 

J,        taken  the  field  but  either  to  fecure  their,  liberties, 

■I,:       or  to  drive  their  enemies  from  Switzerland.    It 

^i       was  about  the  period  of  the  Burgundian  war, 

that  the  fubfidies  which  they  obtained  from  Louis 

the  Eleventh,  taught  them  the  difgraceful  arts  of 

mercenary  politics  ;    as  the  rich  plunder  which 

they  took  from  the  duke  of  Burgundy  gave,  in 

fome  meafure,  the  fird  taint  to  their  original  fim- 

plicity  of  manners ;  till  at  length,  Swi/s  venalltj 

\i^%  becoqie  a  proverbial  cxprewon. 

I  am,  Ucm 
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ITiig  mofaic  was  the  floor  of  an  anttent  bath, 
and  is ,  about  fixty  feet  in  length  and  forty  in 
breadth  :  the  general  form  is  perfed ;  and,  al- 
though feveral  parts  are  broken  and  loft,  yet  from 
the  prefent  remains  the  configuration  of  the  whole 
may  be  eafily  traced. 

The  pavement  confifts  of  three  compartments : 
thofe  at  each  extremity  are  regularly  divided 
into  fifteen  odagons,  eight  fmall  fquares,  and 
fixteen  fmall  triangles.  Five  of  thefe  odagons 
in  each  compartment,  reprefented  human  figures 
in  various  attitudes,  but  chiefly  Bacchanalian 
men  and  women  :  the  remaining  odagons  were 
compofed  of  three  different  patterns,  llie 
vacant  parts  between  the  odagons  are  filled  with 
the  fmall  fquares  ;  and  towards  the  outward  bor- 
der, with  the  fmall  triangles.  The  middle  com- 
partment  is  divided  into  oblong  pannels ;  in  the 
largefl  of  which  is  an  odagon  bath  of  white  mar- 
ble, about  fix  feet  in  diameter,  and  a  foot 
and  a  half  deep  :  the  fides  of  the  bath  are  orna- 
mented with  dolphins.  Of  thefe  three  com- 
partments, 'one  is  almofl  perfect ;  the  pothers  are 
very  much  defaced.  Each  of  the  pannels  is  en- 
circled with  feveral  borders  prettily  diverfified  j 
and  a  general  border  enclofes  the  whole. 

Schmidt,  in  his  Recueil  (T Antiquites  de  la  Suijfe^ 
ingcnioufly  conjeftures,  from  a  glory  which  fur- 
rounds  a  head  of  Bacchus  in  this  mofaic,  that  it 
was  wrought  during  fome  part  of  the  intervening 
age  between  Vefpafian  and  Marcus  Aurelius; 
becaule  that  mark  of  divinity  is  not  ufual  upon 
any  monuments  of  Roman  antiquity  prior  to  that 
period.  He  adds,  that  the  fame  kind  oi  glory  is 
obferved  upon  the  head  of  Trajan  in  an  antient 

painting 
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painting  at  Rome ;  upon  that  of  Antoninus  Pius 
on  a  medal ;  and  on  the  arch  of  Conftantine*. 
He  ftrengthcns  this  conjefture,  by  further  re- 
marking, that  the  head-drefs  of  a  Bacchanalian 
woman  reprefented  in  this  mofaic,  refembles  the 
head-drefs  on  the  medals  of  the  emprefTcs  Plotina 
and  Sabina  f . 

From  thence  we  were  condufled  to  the  ruins 
of  an  antient  amphitheatre,  within  the  walls  of 
the  bailif 's  garden.  The  general  form  and  fizc 
of  this  building  are  tolerably  perfeA,  as  alfo  parts 
of  the  brick  walls  which  enclofed  it.  The  dia* 
meter  of  the  arena  was,  as  well  as  we  could 
judge  by  pacing  it,  about  eighty  yards :  which 
mull  neceflfarily  have  been  an  uncertain  eftimate  : 
,  as  a  former  bailif  brought  in  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  earth,  in  order  to  plant  fruit-trees ;  con- 
ceiving, I  fuppofe,  that  good  fruit  was  of  more 
value,  than  to  be  able  to  determine  the  precife 
extent  of  an  antient  amphitheatre.  Under  a 
tower,  partly  built  of  Roman  materials,  is  a  cell 
in  which  the  animals  were  probably  let  loofe  upon 
the  arena.  On  the  outfide  are  dill  to  be  feen  the 
remains  of  five  dens  :  and  the  walls  are  adorned 
with  feveral  pieces  of  rude  fculpture  confiderably 
defaced. 

Not  far  from  thefe  ruins  (lands  a  large  column 
of  white  marble,  about  fifty  feet  in  height,  com- 
poled  of    large    mafles,  nicely  joined  together 

without 

•  The  arch  of  Confljintine  at  Rome  being  partly  formed  from 
the  Forum  of  Trajan,  the  architect  improperly  transferred  the 
figures.  This  circumftance  accounts  for  the  glofy  obferved 
round  the  head  of  Trajan,  on  the  arch  of  Conltantine,  which 
has  been  fuppofcd  to  have  reprefented  the  head  of  Conftan- 
tine« 

f  The  curious  reader  will  find  in  the  Rtcueily  cited  in  the 
text,  a  very  accurate  defcriptioo  and  engraving  of  this  mjfaic. 
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without  cement ;  and  near  it  lies  a  confiderable 
fragment  of  defaced  fculpturc,  which  feems  to. 
have  once  formed  part  of  the  portal  belonging  to 
a  magnificent  temple.  At  a  final  1  diftance  from 
this  column,  in  the  high  road,  we  obferved  a 
cornice  of  white  marble,  fcutptured  with  urns 
and  griffins.  As  we  walked  through  the  town, 
we  remarked  feveral  other  mafles  of  cornice,  or- 
namented with  fea>horres  and  urns;  and  fome 
marble  columns  of  beautiful  proportions. 

About  a  mite  from  Avenches,  near  tjhe  village 
of  Coppet,  on  the  other  fide  of  a  little  ftrcam, 
which  Ceparates  the  canton  of  Friburgh  from  that 
of  Berne^  are  the  remains  of  a  fmall  aqueduct. 
They  were  difcovcred  about  fifteen  years  ago, 
by  the  accidental  falling  of  a  fand-hill  which  co- 
vered the  aquedud.  The  outfidc  is  formed  of  ^ 
fiones  and  mortar,  and  the  infide  of  red  Roman 
cement ;  the  vault  of  the  arch  may  be  about  two 
feet  and  a  half  high,  and  one  and  a  half  broad. 
This  aqueduQ  has  been  traced  to  the  eaft-fidc  of 
the  town,  and  alfoto  near  the  marble  column  be- 
fore memk>&ed.  We  were  ^Ifo  informed  that  it 
extends  to  the  tower  of  Ga^ifa,  between  Vevay 
and  Laufanne ;  and  that,  befween  ViUarfel  and 
Marnau,  about  four  leagues  from  Coppet,  ai| 
arch  of  nearly  the  fame  dimenfions  is  excavated 
in  the  folid  rock.  But  whether  thde  feveral  parts 
m£tually  communicated  with  each  other,  or  in- 
deed whether  they  really  exift,  arc  fads  which, 
(having  only  viewed  thofe  remains  that  are  vifible 
near  the  town)  I  muft  be  contented  to  reft  on 
the  credit  of  my  informers. 

POSTSCRIPT- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

When  I  vifited  the  ruins  of  Avenches  in  Oc- 
tober 1786,  I  had  much  latisfa&ion  in  findings 
^at  the  baUify  Mr.  Tcbarner,  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  thefe  remains,  and  particularly  to  the 
mofaic*  I  cqild  not  avoid  remarking  to  the  bai« 
lif,  who  politely  favoured  us  with  his  company  ; 
that  every  lover  of  antiquity  mud  regret,  his  pre- 
deceflbrs  had  not  fliewn  the  fame  tafte ;  as  the 
ruins  of  Avenches  would  have  been  a  greater  ob- 
jeOt  of  curiofity.  Several  excavations  bad  bee4 
lately  made,  at  Ikft  by  Lord  Northampton,  who 
has  a  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  continued 
at  the  expence  of  Berne.  A  coarfe  mofaic  pave- 
ment, a  few  fragments  of  walls  rudely  painted, 
and  fome  trifling  remains  of  antient  baths,  are 
&e  only  veftiges^antiquity  hitherto  difcovered. 

I  am,  &c# 
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Tman  and  Cantpn  if  Friburgb-^F^ulatipn— Go- 
vernment— Secret  Chamber. 


Jp  RIBURGH  vras  built  in  it 79,  by  Berchtold 
the  Fourth,  duke  of  Zscringcn,  who  endowed 
it  with  confidcrable  privileges.  Upon  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  male  line  of  the  houfe  of  Zaeringeo, 
in  1 21 8*9  Ulric  of  Kyburgh  obtained  the  fovc- 

reignty, 

•  The  houfc.of  Zaringen  was  defcended  from  the  antioit 
counts  oTAIHce,  by  Berchtold  count  of  Brifgau.  His  grand- 
ibo^  Berchtold  the  Second,  built  the  cadle  of  Zaeringen,  iiro* 
atednear  a  village  of  the  fame  name,  not  far  from  the  preient 
town  of  Friburg^h,  capital  of  the  Brifgau.  Upon  the  demife  of 
Berchrotd  the  Fifth,  the  laft  duke,  without  male  iflue,  his  ter- 
ritories were  divided  between  his  collateral  heirs,  the  dnkesof 
Teck,  and  his  two  iiflers  Agnes  and  Anne.  Agnes  married 
Egeno,  count  of  Orach  ;  bv  which  marriage  he  obrained  pof- 
fdHon  of  Friburgh  in  the  Brifgau  ;  hi«  pofterity  were  called 
counts  of  Friburgh.  Anne  married  Ulric,  count  of  Kyburgh  : 
their  daughter  Hedwige,  was  wife  of  Albert  count  of  Hab« 
Ihurgh,  and  mother  of  the  emperor  Rodolph  the  Fiift» 
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reign ty,  in  right  of  his  wife  Anne,  fiftcr  of  the 
laft  dufcc  Bcrchtold  the  Fifth.  It  came  by  mar- 
riage  into  the  poflcffion  of  Eberhard  count  of 
Habfburgh-Lauffenburgh  ;  who  fold  it  to  his 
couHn  Rhodolph  of  Habfburgh,  afterwards  em- 
peror. During  this  period  a  continual  rivalfliip 
iubfifting  between  Berne  and  Friburgh,  they 
were  frequently  engaged  in  mutual  hoftilities  : 
at  length  all  differences  were  compofed  ;  and 
the  two  cities,  in  1403,  entered  into  a  perpetual 
alliance. 

Friburgh  continued  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  was  concerned  in  all  the 
quarrels  in  which  that  family  was  engaged  with 
the  Swifs  republics,  until  the  middle  of  the  fif- 
teenth century  j  whcn»  by  a  very  finguUr  revo- 
lution, it  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  arch- 
duke Albert,  and  put  itfelf  under  the  protection 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy.  From  this  sera  it  occafi- 
onally  aflifted  the  cantons  ^  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria;  and  in  the  war  between  the  Swifs  an4 
Charles  the  Bold,  its  troops  had  a  fbare  in  the 
vidories  of  Granlbn  and  Morat.  Soon  after  the 
battle  of  Morat,  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  at  the  in- 
terceiCon  of  Berne,  renouncing  all  right  and  title 
to  the  town*  of  Friburgh,  jit  became  a  free  and 
independent  republic;  and,  in  1481,  was  ad- 
mitted, together  with  Solcurc,  a  member  of  the 
Helvetic  confederacy. 

The  fituation  of  the  town,  though  not  one  of 
the  mod  beautiful,  is  certainly  one  of  the  mo(k 
piCturefque  and  wild  in  Switzerland.  It  (tandi 
partly  in  a  fmall  plain,  partly  on  bold  acclivities^ 
on  a  ridge  of  rugged  rocks,  half  encircled  by  the 
river  Sane ;  and  is  fo  entirely  concealed  by  the 

Yoi,.  L  LI.         circumja«cnt 
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circumjacent  hills,  that  the  traveller  fcarcely 
catches  the  fmallefl  glimpfe,  until  he  burfts  upon 
a  view  of  the  whole  town  from  the  over-hanging 
eminence. 

The  fortifications,  which  confift  of  high  ftone 
walls  and  towers,  enclofc  a  circumference  of 
about  four  miles ;  within  which  fpace  the  eye 
comprehends  a  finpular  mixture  of  houfes,  rocks, 
thickets,  and  meadows,  varying  inftantly  from 
wild  to  agreeable,  from  the  buftle  of  a  town  to 
the  folitude  of  the  deepeft  retirement.  The  Sane 
winds  in  fuch  a  ferpentinc  manner  as  to  form  in 
its  courfe,  within  the  fpace  of  two  mrfcs,  fivC 
cbtufc  angles,  between  which  the  intervening 
parts  of  the  current  are  parallel  to  each  other. 

On  all  fides  the  defcent  to  the  town  is  extreme- 
ly ftcep :  in  oiie  place  the  ftreets  even  pafs  over 
the  roofs  of  the  houfes.  Many  of  the  edifices 
are  raifed  in  regular  gradation  like  the  feats  of 
an  amphitheatre  :  many  overhang  the  edge  of  a 
precipice  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  on  looking 
down,  a  weak  head  would  be  apt  to  turn  giddy  f 
and  an  unfortunate  lover,  repulfed  in  his  fuit^ 
might  inftanily  put  an  end  to  his  pains,  by  taking 
a  leap  from  the  parlour  window,  without  the 
trouble  of  a  journey  to  Leucate,  or  to  the  rocks 
of  Mcillerlc. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  point  of  view  is 
from  the  Pont-neuf.  To  the  north-weft,  partof 
the  town  ftands  boldly  on  the  fides  and  the  piked 
back  of  nn  abrupt  ridge ;  and  from  caft  to  weft  a 
femicircle  ot  high  perpendicular  rocks  is  feen, 
whofe  bai'e  is  wafticd  and  undermined  by  the 
winding  Sane,  and  whofe  tops  and  fides  are 
thinly  Icattered  with  fhrubs  and  underwood.  On 

the 
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the  higheft  point  of  the  rock,  and  on  the  very 
edge  of  the  precipice,  appears,  half-hanging  in 
the  air,  the  gate  of  the  town  called  Bourguilion  : 
a  ftranger  (landing  on  the  bridge  would  compare 
it  to  Laputa,  or  the  Flying  Ifland  in  Gulliver's 
Travels ;  and  would  not  conceive  it  to  be  ac- 
cefEble  but  by  means  of  a  cord  and  pulleys.  In 
the  midft  of  the  river  I  obferved  a  large  fragment 
of  (lone,  which  a  few  years  ago  fell  from  the  rocky 
heights,  was  carried  under  one  of  the  arches, 
and  in  conjun&ion  with  other  fragments  (lopped 
the  current,  raifed  it  more  than  ten  feet  above  its 
ufuaMcvel,  threatening  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town  with  a  fuddcn  inundation. 

A  traveller  fond  of  wild  and  romantic  fccnery 
will  not  fail  to  viflt  the  Moulin  de  la  Motte,  and 
the  valley  of  Gotcron.  I'he  Moulin  de  la  Mottc 
is  a  miller*s  dwelling,  hollowed  in  the  midft  of 
an  impending  rock ;  near  it  ilTues  a  fmall  torrent, 
which  turning  the  mill,  falls  within  a  few  paces 
into  the  Sane.  This  fihgular  dwelling  feems  fo 
far  removed  from  **  the  bufy  hum  of  men^'*  as  to 
be  rather  fituatcd  in  a  remote  folitude,  than 
within  the  walls  of  a  fortified  town.  Near  it 
there  is  an  afcent  of  four  hundred  ftcps.  to  the 
Place  des  l^oncaines,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
town. 

The  valley  of  Goteron,  which  lies  on  the 
north-weft  of  the  town  nqar  the  bridge  leading 
to  Berne,  takes  its  name  from  the  Goteron,  a 
fmall  rivulet  that  runs  through  it,  and  turns 
feverftl  mills.  This  valley,  extremely  narrow 
and  above  two  miles  in  length,  is  bounded  on 
each  fide  by  high  and  overhanging  rocks  of  fand- 
ftone.  Al.  Vernet,  the  celebrated  landfcape  paiu- 
L  1  2  ter. 
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ter,  is  raid  to  hsiv«  ftudied  tbefe  socks  ^th  greoit 
attention  ;  and  frequently  to  have  declared,  tiMty 
excepting  thofe  of  Tivoli,  be  never  faw  any  roda 
whofc  Yarying  tints  had  a  more  plcaiing  and  har- 
monious  effcft.  The  valley  contains  feveral 
mills  ;  an  iron  foundcry,  where  the  ore  bronriit 
from  Frandhe  Comte  is  forged  ;  and  a  mamtnc- 
lure  of  printed  linen  and  cotton,  btdly  eftabfiib* 
td  by  fome  merchants  of  Neudhatel,  iioder  the 
proteftion  and  enconragement  of  government 

The  boufes  of  yriburgh,  conftroded  wiAa 
^rey  fand-ftone  drawn  from  a  neighbouring  quar* 
ry,  are  neat  and  welUbuilt ;  but  the  whole  town 
has  a  dull  and  inanimate  appearance. 

Among  the  few  objeds  worthy  of  particular 
notice  in  the  town,  are,  the  cathedral,  an  elegant 
Gothic  edifice,  erefted  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
1 4th  century,  and  remarkable  for  the  height  and 
folidity  of  the  tower  ;  the  town-houfe,  an  ancient 
building,  which  formerly  compofcd  part  of  the 
palace  belonging  to  the  dukes  of  Zaringen  ;  and 
alfo  a  lime-tree,  in  the  middle  of  the  principd 
fquarc.  Tradition  reports  that  this  tree  was  in- 
flantly  planted  by  one  of  the  foldiers,  the  22d 
of  June  1477,  ^^  ^*5  return  from  the  battle  of 
Morat :  an  emblem  of  Swift  liberty,  which  took 
deep  root  on  the  memorable  defeat  of  Charles 
the  Bold  ;  and  thus  remaining  firm  againft  the 
conflifts  of  time,  has  continued  to  fpread  and 
ISourifli,  to  the  admiration  and  example  of  future 
ages. 

The  focicty  of  Friburgh  is  extremely  agree- 
able ;  the  gentry  are  frank  and  hofpitable,  and 
blend  French  poUtenefs  with  great  (implicity  of 
•manners.     Dinner  is   ufually  ferved  at  twelve  \ 

and 
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aodfapper feldom  later  than  eight.  I  never  ex- 
pecienccd  a  more  cordial  reception  in  any  town 
of  Switzerland. 

The  bifliop  of  Laufanne,  called  liere  the  bifliop 
of  Friburgh,  refides  in  this  citft  He  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  pope,  ufu^Uy  at  the  recommendation 
of  the 'French  court;  and  his  revenues,  includ- 
ing a  fmall  penfion*  from  France,  and  from  the 
aU)ey  of  Hanterive,  of  which  he  was  abbot, 
amount  to  about  400I.  per  ann.  Hia  diocefe 
extends  over  the  whole  canton,  and  part  of  that 
of  Soleure.  In  all  bis  zQts  and  deeds  he  figns 
lumfelf  Bifliop  and  Count  of  Laafanne,^nid  Prince 
of  the  German  empire. 

The  prefent  bifliop,  Bernhard  of  Lenzburgh, 
is  a  man  of  letters,  and  an  honouv  to  his  profei^ 
iion  t  he  is  employed  ia  preparing  for  the  public 
a  biography  of  the  illuftrious  and  learned  men 
born  in  the  canton  of  Friburgh,  who  have  didin^ 
gBiSied  themfelves,  either  in  the  civil,  military, 
or  literary  line. 

This  csLnton  is  entirely  catholic.  Its  popur 
lation  in  1785  may  be  eftimated  from  the  foUow*- 
ing  table* 

The  town  contained        -  -  5,00 1 

The  environs         .         -  .  15,500 

The  remainder  of  the  Canton  -  33*078 

Abfentees         .             «  •  4,009 


Number  of  inhabitants        »      5795^9 

The  fovercign  power  refides  in  the  Great 
Council  of  Two  Hundred  ;  comprizing  the  two 
Advoyers,  the  Chancellor,  the  Qrand  Sautier, 

the 
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the  Senate,  or  Little  Council  of  Twenty-four, 
rhc  Sixty,  from  which  body  arc  chofcn  the  ban- 
jierets  and  principal  magidrates,  and  the  remain- 
ing hundred  and  twelve  members,  who  arc  fim- 
ply  denominated  fiurghers. 

The  only  perfons  capable  of  being  clcdcd 
members  of  this  fovercij>;n  council,  and  of  courfc 
enjoying  any  (hare  in  the  government,  arc  the 
fccret  burghers,  or  a  certain  number  of  families 
divided  into  ioMxbanniere^y  or  tribes  of  the  town: 
they  are  called  fecret  burghers,  in  order  to  dif- 
tlnguifli  them  from  the  other  citizens,  partly  in- 
habiting the  town,  and  partly  the  twenty-four  pa- 
riflies  in  the  environs.  The  latter  enjoy  the  right 
of  appointing  the  advoyers,  from  certain  candi- 
dates propofed  by  the  fixty,  and  of  annually  con- 
firming the  faid  magiftrates.  Hence  many  au- 
thors have  called  this  government  arifto-demo- 
cratical,  but  erroncoufly ;  for,  as  the  power  of 
the  people  is  confined  to  the  ad  of  choofing  and 
confirming  the  two  advoyers ;  and  as  the  fu- 
pre  me  authority  abfolutely  refides  in  the  coun- 
cil of  two  hundred,  ncccffarily  fupplied  by  a 
limited  number  of  patrician  families,  the  govern- 
ment is,  in  the  llriftcft  fenfe,  a  mere  arifto- 
cracy- 

Inftead  of  troubling  you  with  an  uninterefting 
detail  of  thofe  points  in  which  the  government 
of  Friburgh  rcfcmblcs  that  of  the  other  ariftocra- 
tical  cantons,  I  (hall  confine  myfclf  to  thofe  pc- 
luliar  circumfiances  by  which  it  is  difcriminated 
from  ihenj.  This  difl'ercnce  may  be  principally 
faid  to  confift  in  the  three  following  articles  : 

1 .  The  blind  ballot^  or  mode  by  which  fevcral 
important  offices   arc  fupplied,  and  particularly 

by 
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by  which  the  members  of  the  fenate  and  the  fixty 
^re  chofen.  This  mode  of  elcftion  was  inftitut- 
ed  in  order  to  prevent  venality  ;  and  is  too  fingu- 
lar  not  to  be  diftindly  explained.  The  names  of 
the  candidates  are  placed  privately  in  a  box,  con- 
fining as  many  partitions  as  there  are  perfons 
who  folicit  the  charge*  Into  each  of  thefe  parti- 
tions the  electors  throw  in  their  fuffrages  as 
chaiice  direfts,  without  knowing  to  yhom  they 
may  happen  to  give  their  votes  ;  and  the  candi- 
date who  has  the  mod  of  thefe  cafual  ballots  is 
eleded. 

2.  The  claufe  which  difables  certain  noble  fa- 
milies from  bewaring  the  office  of  banneret,  or 
from  being  chofen  members  of  ihcfecret  chamber. 
Thefe  families  are  fixtecn  in  number :  fome  were 
acknowledged  noble,  even  as  early  as  the  foun- 
dation of  the  republic  ;  others  fucceffively  obr 
tained  titles  of  counts  and  barons  from  the  fo- 
reign princes  to  whom  they  were  attached,  and 
in  whofe  armies  they  had  ferved. 

3.  But  the  mod  remarkable  circumftance 
which  difcrimin^es  the  conftitution  of  Friburgh 
from  that  of  the  other  ariflocratical  cantons,  is  a 
committee  diftinguiflicd  by  the  name  of  the  Se^ 
fret  Chamber  J  which,  though  not  any  public  or 
rcfponiible  part  of  adminidration,  is  yet  the  con- 
c.ealed  fpring  that  puts  the  wheels  of  government 
in  motion.  As  the  prerogatives  and  operation 
of  this  fecret  chamber  are  in  general  but  little 
known*  and  dill  lefs  underdood  ;  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  it  will  not  be  unintereding  to  lay  before 
you  a  coQcife  account' of  its  origin  and  condi- 
Wioa. 

The 
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The  feeret  chamber^  forming  a  part  of  Ac 
council  of  fixty,  is  compofcd  of  the  four  ban- 
nerets, vrho  are  reciprocally  chofcn  by  the  coun- 
cil of  two  hundred  from  the  four  tribes  ;  and  of 
twenty- four  members,  who  are  appointed  by  a 
niajority  of  their  own  body :  the  former  remain 
in  office  four  years;  the  latter  contiaue  for 
life. 

The  fecrct  chamber  affembles  ordinarily  four 
times  in  the  year,  or  oftner  if  occasion  requires  : 
and  is  coiiToked  by  a  banneret.  The  two  prin- 
cipal meetings  of  this  body  are  between  the  Sun- 
day before  St.  John's  day  and  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June  ;  and  ufually  on  the  anniverfary  of  the 
battle  of  Morati  for  the  pnrpofe  of  appointing 
the  vacant  places  in  the  council  of  two  hundred ; 
and  on  Tuefday  in  Whitfun-week>  when  they 
fupply  the  vacancies  in  their  own  body. 

Its  origin  is  thus  traced  in  the  records  of  the 
republic.  From  1347  to  1387,  the  three  bafl- 
ncrets  nominated  twenty  perfons  from  each  of 
the  three  tribes  into  which  it  w*asthen  divided  i 
and  thefc  fixty  aflcinblcd  on  the  Sunday  before 
8t.  John's  day,  to  cdablilh  the  Little  Couficil 
and  cleft  the  treafurcr ;  from  hence  is  derived 
the  origin  of  the  fixty,  and  of  the  affcmbly  which 
meets  on  the  Sunday  now  called  Secret  Sunday. 
It  confifts  of  the  whole  council  of  two  hundred, 
excepting  the  advoyers  and  fcnaie,  and  is  pre- 
fided  by  the  chancellor,  the  four  bannerets,  and 
the  members  of  the  fecrei  chamber j  who  take  the 
places  of  the  fcnators.  This  affembly  reviews, 
confirms,  or  cenfurcs,  if  ncceffary,  the  fenators, 
the  bannerets,  and  the  fixty  ;    the  members  of 

each 
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each  tribe  retire,  while  their  condud  is  exa- 
mined and  reviewed  by  the  remainder.  The 
fame  aifembly  fills  up  alio  the  vacant  placC^ 
in  the  fenate,  and  in  the  iixty,  by  blind  bal- 
lot. 

In  1387,  the  nomination  of  the  fixty  was 
transferred  from  the  bannerets  to  the  aflembly 
which  met  on  the  Secret  Sunday  : '  and  that  af- 
fembly  was  alfo  empowered  to  appoint  the  Lit- . 
tie  Council,  the  treafurcr,  the  fixty,  and  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  two  hundred.  By  a 
charter  of  the  fame  year,  foiir  coadjutors^  drawn 
from  the  iixty,  are  given  to  each  banneret:  and 
it  appears  that  thele  coadjutors  were  chofen,  in 
tb€  fame  manner  as  the  bannerets,  feparately  by 
each  tribe ;  and  this  may  probably  be  conftdered 
as  the  origin  of  the  Jecret  chamber.  A  charter 
of  tb€  year  1392^  confirms  the  Secret  Sunday  in 
the  right  of  nominating  the  fixty,  and  confers  on 
the  bannerets  that  of  choofing  the  prud-hommes, 
who  accompanied  them  when  they  convoked  the 
peopte  on  St.  John's  day,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  bannerets  alio  appointed  tibeir  coadju- 
tors. This  nomination  took  place,  as  at  prefent, 
on  the  Tuefday  in  Whitfun-wcek*  'I*hc  town 
being  at  that  period  only  divided  into  three 
tribeSy  the  coadjutors  were  limited  to  twelve ;  and 
when  a  fourth  tribe  was  added,  their  number 
was  augmented  to  fixteen. 

A. charter  dated  1404  confirms,  in  many 
inftances,  the  abovementioned  arrangements  ; 
but  does  not  grant  to  the  Secret  Sunday  the  not 
mination  of  the  two  hundred  :  a  ri^t  at  that 
time  enjoyed  by  the  bannerets,  who  fhared  it  with 

their 
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their  coadjutors,  or  ihtfecrets  ;  and  thus  is  pro- 
bably  derived  the  power  of  appointing  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  hundred,  fmce  conftantly  exer- 
cifed  by  the  bannerets  znAfecrets.  ' 

The  fame  charter  orders  the  bannerets  to  af* 
femble  on  Wbit-TuefJay,  in  conjundion  with 
the  fixty  of  the  preceding  year,  for  the  purpofe 
of  chooHng  four  members  of  the  fixty  from  each 
tribe,  who  fliould  accompany  the  bannerets  when 
they  convoked  the  aflembly  of  burghers  and  in- 
habitants on  St.  John's  day ;  and  two  additional 
members  for  convening  the  aflembly  of  Secret 
Stmday.  Here  then  are  fix  perfons  from  each 
tribe  employed  in  thefe  convocations,  or  in  all 
twenty-four  perfons,  the  number  of  'members 
who  now  form  the  fecret  chamber.  The  fame 
charter  alfo  enjoins  the  bannerets  and  fecrets  to 
colled:  the  votes  in  all  eledions  and  deliberations ; 
an  office  which  they  continue  to  exercife  to  this 
day. 

As  early  ^s  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century, 
the  bannerets  ztlA  fecrets  aflembled'at  Chriftmas 
and  Eafter,  for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  and  di- 
gefting  fuch  motions  as  were  to  be  laid  before  the 
Council  of  two  hundred,  which  adopted,  modi- 
fied, or  rcjefted  them. 

As  the  bannerets  probably  continued  to  em- 
ploy the  fame  coadjutors  in  convoking  the  af- 
femblies  on  St.  John's  day,  and  on  Secret  Sun* 
day,  the  fecret  chamber^  compofed  of  thefe  twen* 
ty-foui"  coadjutors,  at  length  became  a  perma- 
nent body ;  and  enjoys  the  following  prcroga-^ 
tivte*  I.  It  convokes,  in  conju&ion  with  the 
bannerets,  the  people  on  St.  Jonn's  day,  and  the 
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aiTcmbly  which  meets  on  Secret  Sunday.  2.  It 
prepares  and  draws  pp  all  the  haws  and  ordin- 
ances ;  enjoys  the  folc  power  of  propofing  in  the 
Great  Council ;  and,  by  means  of  the  bannerets, 
of  putting  a  pegative  on  any  motion,  by  affirm- 
ing itito  be  contrary  to  the  conftitution,  without 
the  ncccifity  of  proving  that  it  is  fo.  3.  It  col- 
lefts  the  votes  in  the  cleftion  or  confirmation  of 
the  advoycr,  at  the  meeting  of  the  people  on  St. 
John^s  day,  and  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Great 
Council.  4*  It  fills  up  all  the  vacancies  in  that 
Council ;  5.  Sufpends,  depofes,  confirms,  and 
cenfurcs  its  members ;  6.  Confirms,  or  fufpendt 
and  depofes  its  own  members ;  makes  regular 
tions  fpr  the  interior  adminiftration  of  its  own 
body ;  appoints  the  manner  of  elefting  its  own 
members,  and  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the 
Qreat  Council.  7.  Fixes  on  ihe  time  for  thofe 
eleftions,  and  the  fum  of  money  which  each 
member  is  permitted  to  receive  from  thofe  who 
are  elefted.  8.  It  can  exclude  all  candidates 
from  being  chofen  members  of  the  fenate,  of  the 
fixty,  from  the  office  of  bailifs,  and  other  im- 
portant charges  ^  either  by  rcfufal  to  prefent,  or 
\>y  rejefling  Iphem  as  incapable. 

Ail  chefe  prerogatives,  founded  on  authentic 
documents,  or  immemorial  ufage,  were  confirm- 
ed by  the  Council  of  two  hundred,  in  1606, 
1623,  ^nd  particularly  in  1716. 

All  affairs  of  government,  and  all  debates  in 
the  national  ai&mblies,  are  carried  on  in  the 
German  language ;  and  as  the  French  tongue  is 
fpoken  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  canton,  and 
particularly  by  the  gentry,  there  are  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Great  Council,  who  do  not  undcr- 
ftand  the  debates. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  general  form  of  go»cr««»f 
trhcn  I  firft  vifitcd  Friburgh  in  1776;  fincc  t«**^ 
period  it  has  undergone  feme  very  important  al- 
terations, the  fubftance  of  which  I  fcaH  coini»W' 
nicate  to  yon  in  the  following  letter, 
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Origin  and  SufpreJJion  cf  tbi  late  Troubles  in  the 
Canton  rf  Friburgb'^Changes  in  the  Form  if 
'    Gavemment. 


HE  €xcluiive  right  of  (haring  in  the  ad* 
miniftr^tion  of  affairs,  enjoyed  by  a  certain 
number  of  families,  in  the  ariftocratical  cantons, 
hath,  in  conjun^on  with  t>thcr  concurrent 
circumftances,  occaHoned  revolts  in  thofe  of 
Zuric,  Berne,  and  Lucerne,  which  were  quelled 
by  the  intervention  of  the  other  Helvetic  powers, 
and  prevented  from  again  breaking  out,  by  ju* 
dicious  regulations.  Friburgh  having  exhibited 
a  recent  example  of  the  fame  kind  ;  I  have  en- 
4eavoured  to  trace  the  origin  aad  prpgrefs  of 

thofa 
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thofc  intcftine  eommotions^'  which  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  confiderable  alteratioa  in  the  form  of 
government.  Accordingly,  I  now  lay  before  you 
the  refult  of  my  enquiries,  impartially  drawn 
from  repeated  conversations  withperfons  of  both 
parties ;  from  an  attentive  perufal  of  feveral  pub- 
lications written  during  the  courfe  of  the  troubles ; 
and  from  fome  curious  manujcripts,  which  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  obtain. 

In  the  latter  end  of  April  1781,  an  infurrcc- 
tion  fuddenly  broke  out  in  the  baiUxage  of 
Gruyeres,  a  diftriA  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
canton;  the  inhabitants  whereof  are  extremely 
jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  zealoufly  attached 
to  all  the  cuftoms  tranfmitted  from  their  ancef- 
tcrs.  Irritated  by  a  few  impolitic  ads  of  govern- 
ment,  by  the  petty  vexations  of  the  baiUfs ;  by 
the  fccularization  of  Val  Sainte,  a  convent  of 
Chartrcux ;  by  the  abolition  of  feveral  fails  and 
fcRivals  ;  and  excited  by  the  artiiices  of  Chenaux 
and  Cafteliaz,  two  defigning  leaders ;  they  rofe 
in  open  rebellion. 

Peter  Nicholas  Chenaux,  the  chief  of  the  fc- 
dition,  was  a  native  of  la  Tour  de  Treme,  in  the 
bailliage  of  Gruycres.  This  man  was  greatly 
tmbarraflcd  in  his  circumftances,  and  highly  ex- 
afperated  againft  government,  having  been  ar- 
rciled  and  imprifoned  in  .1771,  for  his  difobedi- 
cnt  and  turbulent  conduct.  He  M'as  in  the  thir* 
ty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  of  a  good  figure  and 
cxpreilive  countenance;  and,  being  a  man  of  ^ 
rude  but  popular  eloquence,  and  of  an  overbear- 
ing fpirit,  had  obtained  a  confiderable  influence 
over  the  artlefs  inhabitants.  His  abettor,  John 
Nicholas  Andrew  Cadellaz,  was  a  burgher  of 
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Friburgh  and  advocate  of  Gruyeres :  verfed  in 
all  the  chicanery  of  the  law,  converfant  in  the 
hiftory  and  antient  records  of  his  (?oiintry,  and 
vrell  acquainted  with  the  privileges  t>f  the  people, 
he  was  the  iirft  to  expofe  the  flighted  oppreiTiona 
of  the  bailif,  and  to  remark  wherever  government 
feemed  to  infringe  their  immunities  or  ifTued 
edicts  contrary  to  long  eftablifhed  ufages.  Hav- 
ing  a  loud  voice,  and  vehement  elocution,  he 
was  formed  for  po][)ular  aflcmblies.  He  was  the 
perfon  by  whom  (Jhenaux  was  principally  dircft- 
ed  in  all  difficult  emergencies  ;  he  drew  up  the 
principal  remonftrances  which^  exaggerating  every 
defeft  in  the  conftitution,  tended  to  render  go- 
*vernment  odious,  and  tofpread  difcontents  among 
the  people. 

Thefe  two  leaders  havings  in  conjunction  with 
other  accomplices,  availed  tbcmfelves  of  the 
public  diflatisfadion,  and  engaged  a  confider- 
able  number  of  adherent^  ;  held,  in  the  month 
of  April  1781,  regular  meetings  at  Bulle«  On 
the  ^4tb,  in  particular,  they  infinuated  before  a 
large  affembly,  that  government  had  formed  a 
defign  of  impofing  additional  taxes  of  a  grievous 
nature,  particularly  on  horned  cattle  and  horfes ; 
and  even  of  with-hclding  the  annual  prefent  of 
fait,  which  they  (bared  with  the  burghers  of  Fri- 
burgh. They  reprefented,  that  the  fcculariza- 
ti9n  of  Val  Sainte,  and  the  abolition  of  certain 
feftivals,  implied  a  fettled  determination  to  over- 
turn the  religion  of  their  anccftors :  that  the  go- 
verning  party  had  many  enemies ;  that  the  def- 
potifm  of  the  fecret  chamber  was  held  in  uni- 
verfal  abhorrence  ;  th^t  the  nobles  were  difconr 
^  '  tented. 
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tented,  on  accouBt  of  their  excluficm  from  tbt 
principal  charges  of  the  commonveakh ;  that 
the  burghers  and  inliabkants  of  the  twenty-four 
parilhes  were  jealous  of  the  exorbitant  rights  pof* 
iciTed  by  the  lecret  burghers,  to  whom  was  ex- 
clufively  confined  the  entrance  into  the  great 
council,  and  of  courfe  into  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs,  and  the  lucrative  offices  of  government 
They  added,  that  the  time  was  now  arrived  when 
they  might  venture,  with  impunity,  to  petition 
for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ;  a  ftrong  party  in 
the  capital  was  ready,  on  the  firft  moment  of 
their  appearance,  to  join  them  ;  and  multitudes 
would  repair  from  all  quarters  to  the  ftandard  of 
liberty. 

Having,  by  thefe  and  fimilar  inlinuations,  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  their  adherents,  it  was 
finally  concluded,  that,  on  the  3d  of  May,  tliey 
fliould  fccretly  repair  to  the  capital,  and,  aOem- 
bling  in  the  market-place,  (hould  force  the  ar- 
fenal ;  that  having  provided  thensfclves  with  arms, 
they  fliould  Secure  the  garrifon,  and  cooftrain 
the  Great  Council  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  and 
make  thofe  changes  in  the  coniUtution,  which 
could  alone  fecure  to  the  people  a  mild  and  juft 
adminiftration. 

It  is  fufHciently  remarkable,  that,  notwitb- 
flanding  the  general  ferment  which  prevailed 
among  the  people  in  the  bailliage  of  Gruyercs, 
and  number  of  perfons  concerned  in  thU  coo- 
fpiracy ;  government  received  no  notice  of  it, 
before  the  29th  or  30th  of  April.  On  the  firft 
certain  news  of  the  intended  infurre&ion,  d^ 
council  of  war,  who  immediately  aUiembled  on 
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the  occaHon,  difpatched  fomc  troops  to  arrcft 
Chcnaux :  but  he,  having  received  information 
from  one  of  his  accomplices  who  happened  to  be 
at  that  time  in  the  capital,  cfcaped  to  la  Tour  de 
Trcmc  ;  and,  being  joined  by  the  moft  defperate 
of  his  adherents,  determined  to  take  arms  with*- 
out  delay.  Having,  by  means  of  his  emiflaries, 
excited  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  among  the  people, 
who  were  informed  that  Chenaux  had  narrowly 
efcaped  an  arreft  for  his  patriotic  attempts  to 
fecurc  their  immunities  ;  he  ventured  to  repair 
to  Gruycres,  where  Caflellaz  had  already  collec- 
ted a  confiderable  party.  This  advocate,  having 
afiembled  a  large  body  during  the  night,  expati- 
ated, with  much  force  and  eloquence,  on  the 
feveral  grievances,  ufing  various  arguments  in 
favour  of  an  immediate  revolt,  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  were  urged  on  the*24th  of  April* 
He  accordingly  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  xhfff  flew  to  arms  at  five  in 
the  morning,  and  imprifoning  the  bailif,  ereft- 
cd  the  ftandard  of  rebellion.  The  alarm  be- 
ing now  given,  Chenaux  advanced  to  Poficux, 
which  was  fixed  upon  for  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous ;  from  whence  he  addrefled  a  letter  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Friburgh,  difclaiming  all 
defign  of  having  recourfe  to  violence,  and  re- 
quiring only,  that  the  petitions  and  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  people  fhould  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration. 

On  the  next  morning  he  condufted  about 
fixty  of  his  partizans  to  a  height  overlook* 
ing  Friburgh,  with  an  intention  of  furprifing 
the  city ;    but  finding  the  gates  (hut,  the  for- 
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dficaticiu  guarded,  and  not  being  joined,  as  he 
expelled,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  twenty- 
four  pariiheS)  he  retired  firlt  to  Fo£eux,  ami 
afterwards  to  Avry,  where  be  ezpe&ed  a  re- 
inforcementy  which  Caftellaz  and  his  emi£- 
laries  were  colle£king  in  yarioos  part^  of  the 
canton. 

During  thefe  feditious  proceedings,  the  ouu 
giftrates  of  Friburgh  were  adive  in  makiiig  pj^ 
parations  for  the  fccurity   of  the  town.     The 
council  of  war  fat  during  the  whole  night ;  a 
night  of  extreme  terror  and  anxiety  to  many  of 
the  inhabitants.    The  account  of  the  baitif's  ar« 
reft,  of  Chenaux's  efcapc,  and  that  he  was  fta* 
tioned  at  Pofieux,  within  two  leagues  of  thcr  ca- 
pital, with  a  corps  of  rebels  whofe  number  nt« 
mour  exaggerated,  was  no  fooner  divolged,  than 
a  general  panic  and  confufion  prevailed.    The 
garrifon  fcarcely  confifted  of    more  than  fifty 
foldiers,  and  thofe  chiefly  invalids ;  the  fortifi- 
cations were  weak  and  extenfive  y  not  more  than 
two  hundred  burghers  could  be  muftered  to  de- 
fend the  ramparts  ^  and  the  infurgents  were  fup- 
pofed  to  poifefs  a  ftrong  party  even  within  the 
walls.    If  in  this  moment  cf  diiorder,  aggravated 
by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  Chenaux  could 
have  attacked  the  town  with  a  fuflicient  force,  be 
might  have  carried  it  by  afiault.     But  the  firft 
emotions  of  furprife  and  terror  had  no  fooner 
fubfided,  than  the  befieged  affumed  a  fpirit  and 
vigour  adequate  to  the  alarming  fituation  of  af- 
fairs.    They  all  ran  to  arms  ^  the  nobles,  burgh- 
ers, and  even  ftrangers  crouded  to  the  ramparts, 
and  prepared   for  a  vigorous  defence.     Their 
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confklcBce  was  alfo  raifed  by  the  arrival  of  feme 
militia  from  Morat,  viho  entered  the  gates  at 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  by  tbe  expe^tion  of 
more   effeftual    fuccours  from    the   (Canton   of 

On  the  preceding  evening  a  meflenger  had 
been  difpatched  to  Berne,  reqaefling  immediate 
affiftance.  He  arriyed  in  that  city  foon  kfter 
tnidnigbt :  the  advoyer  d'Erlacb,  in  the  85th 
year  of  his  age,  inftantly  fummoned  the  Sove- 
reign Council.  "  Gentlemen,**  exclaimed  the 
venerable  magiftrate^  ^^  on  other  occafions  you 
have  a  year  to  deliberate ;  you  muft  now  inftant- 
ly  aft :  Friburgh  is  belieged  by  an  army  of  rebels ; 
let  thofe  who  approve  fending  troops  to  her  relief, 
hold  up  their  hands.'*  The  members  unani- 
moufly  aflenting,  the  aflembly  broke  up ;  and 
twdvc  hundred  troops  were  commanded  to 
march  without  a  moment's  delay.  Before  the 
clofe  of  the  evening  Major  Rihimer  entered 
Friburgh  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  foldiers, 
who  pafled  unmolefted  through  iying  parties  of 
the  infurgents ;  at  midnight  a  hundred  and  fifty 
dragoons  arrived,  and  on  the  next  morning 
eight  hundred  infantry  completed  the  reinforce- 
ment. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  troops  infpired  the  magif- 
trates  of  Friburgh  with  perfect  confidence  and 
fecurity,  and  faved  the  town  from  the  mdft  im- 
minent danger.  Nevcrthclefs  the  emiifaries  of 
Chenaux  and  CaftcUaz,  ranging  about  the  coun- 
try, founded  the  church  bells  in  the  various 
towns  and  pariflies,  exclaiming  that  their  religion 
and  liberties  were  threatened  with  immediate 
Mjn  2  annihilation. 
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annihiiation.  The  rd>el  forces  were  continii' 
ally  augmenting ;  they  began  to  be  joined  by 
many  inhabitants  in  the  environs  of  the  town; 
and  the  lead  fuccefs  would  have  increafed  their 
number.  Chenaux  had  feveral  emiflaries  with- 
in the  city,  and  before  mid -day  appeared  be- 
fore Friburgh  at  the  head  of  above  two  thou- 
fand  men ;  eight  hundred  of  whom  were  pro- 
vided with  mufkets,  the  remainder  with  only 
clubs,  or  the  firft  weapon  which  chance  prefented. 
Having  occupied  the  heights,  he  found  his  fol- 
lowers wavering  and  irrefolute,  and  ftruck  with 
a  general  panic  on  receiving  the  news,  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  from  Berne  had  reinforced 
the  garrifon.  He  polled  his  followers  however 
in  an  advantageous  fituation,  waiting  with  con- 
fiderable  anxiety  till  his  forces  fliould  be  in- 
creafed, and  an  opportunity  fhould  prefent  it- 
felf  of  commencing  hoflilities,  or  of  obtain- 
ing a  general  amnefty  for  himfelf  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

in  this  Htuation  of  affairs,  Major  Sihimer  led 
a  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  dragoons 
from  one  of  the  gates }  while  lieutenant  Froide- 
villc,  at  the  head  of  fevenry  foot  and  twenty 
dragoons,  fallied  from  another.  The  Major, 
driving  the  befiegers  from  a  height  which  com- 
manded the  town,  continued  bis  march  with  an 
intent  of  attacking  him  in  front ;  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  aRout  a  cannon-ihot,  reconnoitred  eight 
liundrcd  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, but  without  artillery.  The  infurgents  no 
fooncr  obferved  the  cannon  planted  againft  them, 
and  perceived  that  the  commander  was  an  officer 
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of  Berne,  than  they  difpatcfaed  repeated  meflen- 
gers  to  aflure  him  that  they  had  no  hoftiie  in" 
tentions ;  that  they  were  only  coile&ed  to  pe- 
tition for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ;  and  entreated 
him  to  fpare  the  effu(ioij(  of  blood.  Having  re- 
ceived an  anfwer,  that  he  would  undertake  to  in- 
tercede in  their  behalf,  if  they  woufd  inftantly  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  deliver  up  Chenaux  ;  they 
agreed  to  the  iirft  point,  but  refufed  the  fecond. 
The  major  continued' to  enforce  his  demand,  and 
gained  time,  until  lieutenant  Froidcville  appear- 
ed unexpededly  in  their  rear.  The  two  com- 
manders repeating  their  promifes,  that  their  juft 
remonftrances  (hould  not  be  neglected,  the  whole 
troop  furrendered  tbemfelves  prifoners.  Four  of 
the  principal  ringleaders  being  fecured,  the  re- 
mainder, having  delivered  in  their  names  and 
places  of  abode,  were  permitted  to  retire  without 
moleftation. 

Chenaux,  either  finding  it  impoflible  to  excite 
his  followers  to  fuftain  the  attack,  or  being  de«> 
ficient  in  perfonal  courage,  was  among  the  firfl 
who  betook  himfelf  to  flight.  Wandering  froni 
village  to  village,  he  was,  about  midnight,  ob- 
ferved  near  Pofieux  by  Henry  Roffier,  one  of 
his  principal  accomplices.  Roflier,  willing  to 
fave  his  own  life  by  betraying  his  leader,  fciz- 
cd  |iim  by  the  collar,  reproachpd  him  for  hav- 
ing reduced  the  people  into  rebellion,  and  for 
his  cowardice  in  forfaking  them  *,  and  then,  with 
the  afliftancc  of  Chavalllat  and  Python,  twp 
other  infurgents,  took  from  him  a  double-bar- 
reled piftol,  and  was  conducing  him  to  Fri- 
^)urgh.      Chenaux,    however,    fuddenly    difeur 
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gaging  kimrclfy  drew  out  a  knife,  and,  wound- 
ing koilier  in  ieveral  places,  endeayourfd  to 
efcape  towards  Pofieux.  But  Cbavaillat  p^rfuing 
him,  and  Roflier  (hatching  a  muiket  from  one  o( 
his  followers,  fbon  overtook  him»  and  fummoQ- 
ed  him  to  furrendcr  under  pain  of  inftant  death* 
Cbenaux,  finding  no  hopes  of  efcaping$  and  de- 
riving courage  from  defpair,  attacked  Ro^er 
with  fuch  inconfiderate  fury,  that  he  received 
the  aflailant's  bayonet  in  his  breaft,  and  expired 
on  the  fpot. 

The  death  of  the  leader,  the  voluntary  fur* 
4render  of  his  principal  aflbciates,  and  the  %b( 
of  Caftellaz,  put  an  end  to  this  ill-concerted  en* 
terprife*  Six  hundred  infurgents,  the  only  re« 
mains  of  the  rebels,  were  on  the  next  morning 
obferved  hovering  about  the  cajMtal ;  but  learn* 
ing  the  fate  of  (heir  leader,  and  the  furrendcr  of 
the  other  troops,  and  being  attacked  by  4 
corps  of  grenadiers,  they  difperfed  without  re- 
finance. 

But  although  the  infurre&ion  was  thus  fup- 
prefled,  and  all  parties  had  concurred  in  chaftif- 
ing  rebellion  i  yet  the  fpirit  of  difcontent  had 
fpread  itfelf  with  too  great  violence  and  rapidity 
among  all  ranks  of  men,  not  to  convince  the 
rulers  of  the  (late,  that  the  feeds  of  the  rcvok 
lay  deeper  than  appearances  feemed  to  fuggeft. 
for  it  was  obvious,  that  the  petty  vexations  of 
bailifs,  the  abolition  of  unnecefiary  fafts  and  fef- 
tivals,  and  the  feeming  violation  of  a  few  trifling 
immunities,  however  exaggerated  by  the  artifices 
of  the  mo(t  defigning  leaders,  could  never  have 
been  fufficiently  powerful  to  excite  the  people  of 
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Grttyeres  to  the  defperate  ejtttemity  of  taking 
arms  againft  tbeir  lawful  fovereigns  ;  if  govern- 
ment nad  not  been  extremely  unpopular;    if 
feveral  grievances  of  an  oppreflive  nature  had  n 
not  required  to  be  redre^d;    feveral  odious 
reftridions  to  be  removed ;  and  feveral  defe£^s 
in  the  conftitution  to  be  reiiledied.    Influenced 
by  thefe  confiderations,  government,  in  a  ma- 
nifefto  iffued  on  the  i  ith  of  May,  after  granting 
a  general  amnefty  to  all  the  infurgents,  except- 
ing a  few  of  the  ringleaders^  found  it  necefTary 
to  invite  the  fubjeds  of  all  ranks  and  denomi- 
nations  to  prefent  remonftrances,  to  make  re-^ 
prefentations,  and  to  petition  againft  grievances. 
About    the    fame    time   the  three   cantons  of 
Berne,  Lucerne,    and    Soleure    difpatched   de- 
puties to  Friburgh,  o&ting  their  mediation  to- 
wards   compofing   the    diflentions    of  the  re« 
public. 

In  confequence  of  this  manifefto,  many  petl^ 
tions  and  remonftrances  were  prefentcd  to  the 
great  council,  cither  claiming  the  renewal  of  ob- 
folcte  rights,  the  removal  of  certain  rellriflions, 
or  the  abolition  of  various  taxes  \  demanding 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  an  amendment  of  the 
conftitution ;  or  complaining  of  an  infringement 
of  popular  franchifes.     As  it  would  be  needlefs 
to   mention  all  the   complaints    and    plans    of 
amendment  which  were  dictated  by  the  fpirit 
of  party  and  frenzy  of  innovation,  I  ftiall  con- 
fine   myfeff  to   three  principal    points   of   dif- 
putc,  which  occafioncd  the  moft  violent  alter- 
cations ;  and  which  would  never  have  been  com- 
promifed,  if  the  three  mediating  cantons  had  not 
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irrm  out  a  kmic,  ud,  vccni- 
in  £rrcni  pbccs,    cr-ccaFOured  ro 

kn«  and  Rofict  frk^tr^'ing  i  moikcilrom  od^c^ 
itti  loUovm,  JooQ  orenook  iiim,  and  fcniw:!i- 
cd  hmi  to  fiinciidcr  oadcr  paiii  oi  inilaDt  iciii' 
P>pratt»,  fafcy  so  bopa  of  dcapiDg,  iCiitic- 
rirtag  coor^  froa  ild|air,  attacked  Reiser 
^ch  fttdi  JDcoaadqatc  fary,  tbic  he  received 
tbc  afailixc'i  bijofia  m  his  brcaii,  aod  cipir^J 
uci  the  ipoc. 

TI>c  ^th  of  the  leader,  the  voluntary  ^'^' 
^tMda  of  hii  proidpil  aflbdittif  an  J  the  %hi 
of  CaAcUaz,  put  m  end  to  this  iJl-coacerted  en- 
tcrprifc*  Six  bimdrad  mfurgenis,  the  only  re- 
xnams  of  the  rebel*,  were  on  tbc  next  morniag 
otpleneJ  borcnsg  abo«i  the  capital ;  but  learn- 
ie|{  ibc  fate  cf  their  leader,  acd  tbc  furrendet  of 
the  c»tbcr  troops  J  and  being  attacked  by  a 
corpi  of  grenadiers,  they  difperfcd  vithout  re- 
liftance. 

But  aUhQUgh  the  iafurreclion  was  thus  fup- 
prrffcJ,  and  all  parties  h^  J  concurred  ift  chaftif- 
ing  Tcbcllion;  yet  the  Ipirit  of  difcontent  had 
Iprc^d  itfcif  with  too  great  violence  and  rapidity 
aij^orig  ail  ranks  of  men,   not  to  conrince  the 
rulcr.s  of  tht  flaEc,  that  the  feeds  of  the  revolt 
U\    iJccp<;r  than  appearances  fcemed  to  fugg^^^- 
Kcr  it   was  obvious,  that  the  petty  vexations  of 
bailih,  the  abolition  of  unnetrcffary  fa/Is  and  fd- 
nval>,  and  the  tcmmg  violation  of  a  few  trifling 
immuniiies,  however  exaggerated  by  the  artifices 
of  the  mu/i  defigning  leaders,  could  never  have 
been  iufficicntJy  powerful  to  excite  tbc  people  ot 
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Gniyeres  to  the  defperate  exttemUy  of  takliiK 
anns  againft  their  lawful  foverelgni  i  If  ffoveriw 
ment  had  not  been  extremely   unpopular)    if 
fereral  grievances  of  an  oppreflive  nature  had 
not  required  to  be  redrelied;    feveral  ndloui 
reftridions  to  be  removed  i  and  fcvcrat  dcM% 
in  the  conftitution  to  be  remedied*     InHuetur.d 
bj  thefe  conGderationi^  government,  in  a  ttti^ 
aifefto  ifliied  on  the  i  ith  of  May,  after  %nniUt% 
a  general  amnefty  to  alt  the  iniurgentf,  ex/r|^^ 
lag  2  few  of  the  ringleadera,  found  it  n^/^fLry 
to  invite  the  fubjeds  of  all  ranlu  and  6r%t4pmu 
to  prefent  remonltrancet,  i^  miJiu  %k^ 
tions,  and  to  petlikm  xy;^u\  y/^KystifAM, 
the    £uDe    tii^e   v^.  tUr^t   ^/4UU/ta  ^A 
Locerac^    atd    Svltore    ^V.ysKfaM    ^^^ 
I  ID  Frrbargh,  cfeft;^  tlr;f  ;;'.-><^.->*  ^^^ 
cioa^>QdlBg   tbc    C\^,^^'/:^    <A   <:^.  r^ 

oceferacDce  cf  di  zr-4rj:-li'  >'-',  leu^t^  yf'^ 

i    TTTXJL.r.TiZ/'Jtt    -WKTK    ^^^  f-V,^    V/    '-^ 

lEiiii-,  -rii*r  iiaar  r  r  "  *:  f f  -u*  va.'  '/  v^ 
rt^  tilt  rtrrvyt^J  ^^  ^J:r*'t.  v  ^*;'  '/.  ^^4^ 

. :  rr  c'TT  >-*.rt.:^  r  ""-^  i=^         '    : '    '^^ 

soeaiLnear  -r^-rrr  'F^r'*:   il*.   •-'  :  -►    /xr*r 

aSfi  zr^*^'  ^    rriir.    -si     ".      .    ^  >.     v-^i^ 
ar'r^f^  -ix    *!:-"-*   T^rr.-'-'S:^-       ::-■--:.■.      v      ii^ 
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tented,  on  account  of  tfaeir  exclufiim  from  ibt 
principal  charges  of  the  commonweakh  ;  tbat 
the  burghers  and  inhabkants  of  the  twenty-four 
pariihes  were  jealous  of  the  exorUtant  rights  poi^ 
fcifed  by  the  fecret  burghers,  to  whom  was  tif.^ 
ciufivcly  confined  the  entrance  into  the  great 
council,  and  of  courfe  into  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs,  and  the  lucrative  offices  of  government 
They  ^dded,  that  the  time  was  now  arrived  when 
they  might  venture,  with  impunity,  to  petition 
for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ;  a  ftrong  party  in 
the  capital  was  ready,  on  the  Br  (I  momoK  of 
their  appearance,  to  join  them  ;  and  multitudes 
would  repair  from  all  quarters  to  the  ftandard  of 
liberty. 

Having,  by  thefe  and  fimilar  infinuations,  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  their  adherents,  it  was 
finally  concluded,  that,  on  the  3d  of  May,  they 
fliould  fecretly  repair  to  the  capital,  and,  aflem- 
bling  in  the  market-ptaee,  (hould  force  the  ar- 
fenal ;  that  having  provided  thensfclves  with  arms, 
they  (hould  £rcure  the  garrifon,  and  conftrain 
the  Great  Council  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  and 
make  thofe  changes  in  the  conftitution,  which 
could  alone  fecurc  to  the  people  a  mild  and  juft 
adminiftration. 

It  is  fufficicntly  remarkable,  that,  not  with- 
(landing  the  general  ferment  which  prevailed 
among  the  people  in  the  bailliage  of  Gruyercs, 
and  number  of  perfons  concerned  in  thl»  coti- 
fpiracy ;  government  received  no  notice  of  it, 
before  the  29th  or  30th  of  April.  On  thefirft 
certain  news  of  the  intended  infurre&ion^  the 
council  of  war,  who  immediately  aflembled  on 
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the  occafion,  difpatchcd  fomc  troops  to  arrcft 
Chenaux :  but  he,  having  received  information 
from  one  of  his  accomplices  ivho  happened  to  be 
at  that  time  in  the  capital,  efcaped  to  la  Tour  de 
Trcmc  ;  and,  being  joined  by  the  mod  defpcrate 
of  his  adherents,  determined  to  take  arms  with- 
out  delay.  Havine,  by  means  of  his  emiffaries, 
excited  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  among  the  people, 
who  were  informed  that  Chenaux  had  narrowly 
efcaped  an  ,  arreft  for  his  patriotic  attempts  to 
fecure  their  immunities ;  he  ventured  to  repair 
to  Gruyeres,  where  Caftellaz  had  already  collec- 
ted a  confiderable  party.  This  advocate,  having 
aifembled  a  large  body  during  the  night,  expati* 
ated,  with  much  force  and  eloquence,  on  the 
feveral  grievances,  ufing  various  arguments  in 
favour  of  an  immediate  revolt,  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  were  urged  on  the*24th  of  ApriL 
He  accordingly  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  ihfff  flew  to  arms  at  five  in 
the  morning,  and  imprifoning  the  bailif,  eredt- 
cd  the  ftandard  of  rebellion.  The  alarm  be- 
ing now  given,  Chenaux  advanced  to  Pofieux, 
which  was  fixed  upon  for  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous ;  from  whence  he  addreifed  a  letter  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Friburgh,  difclaiming  all 
defign  of  having  recourfe  to  violence,  and  re- 
quiring only,  that  the  petitions  and  remon- 
llrances  of  the  people  (hould  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration. 

On  the  next  morning  he  conduftcd  about 
fixty  of  his  partizans  to  a  height  overlook- 
ing Friburgh,  with  an  intention  of  furprifing 
the  city ;    but  finding  the  gates  fhut,  the  for- 
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tificatiofii  guarded,  and  not  being  joined,  as  he 
expelled,  by  the  inhabitants  (^  the  twenty- 
four  pariihet)  he  retired  firlt  to  Pofieuz,  and 
afterwards  to  Avry,  where  be  expe&ed  a  re- 
inforcementy  which  Caftellaz  and  his  emt- 
faries  were  colle£king  in  yarioos  part^  of  tke 
canton. 

During  thefe  feditious  proceedings,  the  nuu 
giftrates  of  Friburgh  were  a^ive  in  roaUiig  pvc- 
parations  for  the  fccurity   of  the  town.     The 
council  of  war  fat  during  the  whole  night ;  a 
night  of  extreme  terror  and  anxiety  to  many  of 
the  inhabitants.    The  account  of  the  baitif's  ar- 
reft,  of  Chenaux*s  efcapc,  and  that  he  was  fta- 
tioned  at  Pofieux,  within  two  leagues  of  the  ca- 
pital, with  a  corps  of  rebels  whofe  number  nt- 
Biour  exaggerated,  was  no  fooner  divulged,  than 
a  general  panic  and  confnfion  prevailed.    The 
garrifon  fcarcely  confifted  of    more  than  fifty 
foldiers,  and  thofe  chiefly  invalids;  the  fortifr* 
cations  were  weak  and  extenfive ;  not  more  than 
two  hundred  burghers  could  be  muftered  to  de- 
fend the  ramparts ;  and  the  infurgenta  were  fup- 
pofed  to  poifefs  a  ftrong  party  even  within  the 
walls.    If  in  this  moment  cf  diforder,  aggravated 
by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  Chenaux  could 
have  attacked  the  town  with  a  fufficient  force,  be 
might  have  carried  it  by  aifault.     But  the  firft 
emotions  of  furprife  and  terror  had  no  fooner 
fubfided,  than  the  befieged  aflumed  a  fpirit  and 
vigour  adequate  to  the  abrming  fituation  of  af- 
fairs.    They  all  ran  to  arms ;  the  nobles,  burgh- 
ers, and  even  Grangers  crouded  to  the  ramparts, 
and  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.     Their 
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confidence  was  alfo  raifed  by  the  arrival  of  feme 
nrilida  from  Morat,  who  entered  the  gates  at 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  by  the  expe^tion  of 
more  effeftual  fuccours  from  the  (Canton  of 
Bem^* 

On  the  preceding  evening  ^  meflfenger  had 
been  difpatched  to  Berne,  reqaefting  immiediate 
affiftance.  He  arrived  in  that  city  fdon  after 
midnight :  the  advoyer  d'Erlacb,  in  the  85th 
year  of  his  age,  inftantly  fummoned  the  Sove- 
reign Council.  "  Gentlemen,*'  exclaimed  the 
venerable  magiftrate^  ^'  on  other  occadons  you 
have  a  year  to  deliberate ;  you  muft  now  inftant- 
ly  zSi :  Friburgh  is  beiieged  by  an  army  of  rebels ; 
let  thofe  who  approve  fending  troops  to  her  relief, 
hold  up  their  hands/'  The  members  unani- 
monfly  aflenting,  the  affembly  bfoke  up ;  and 
twelve  hundred  troops  were  commanded  to 
march  without  a  moment's  delay.  Before  the 
clofe  of  the  evening  Major  Rihimer  entered 
Friburgh  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  foldiers, 
who  pafled  unmolefted  through  iying  parties  of 
the  infurgents ;  at  midnight  a  hundred  and  fifty 
dragoons  arrived,  and  on  the  next  morning 
eight  hundred  infantry  completed  the  reinforce- 
ment. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  troops  infpired  the  magif- 
trates  of  Friburgh  with  pcrfeft  confidence  and 
fccurity,  and  faved  the  town  from  the  mdft  im- 
minent danger.  Neverthelefs  the  emiifaries  of 
Chenaux  and  Caftcllaz,  ranging  about  the  coun- 
try, founded  the  church  bells  in  the  various 
towns  and  pariflies,  exclaiming  that  their  religion 
and  liberties  were  threatened  with  immediate 
Mjn  2  annihilation. 
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aonihiiation*  The  rebel  forces  were  contmO' 
ally  augmenting ;  they  began  to  be  joined  by 
many  inhabitants  in  the  environs  of  the  town; 
and  the  lead  fuccefs  would  have  increased  their 
number.  Chenaux  had  fcveral  emiflaries  with* 
in  the  city,  and  before  mid-day  appeared  be- 
fore Friburgh  at  the  head  of  above  two  thou- 
fand  men ;  eight  hundred  of  whom  were  pro- 
vided with  mufkets,  the  remainder  with  only 
clubs,  or  the  firft  weapon  which  chance  prefented. 
Having  occupied  the  heights,  he  found  his  fol- 
lowers wavering  and  irrefolute,  and  ftruck  with 
a  general  panic  on  receiving  the  news,  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  from  Berne  had  reinforced 
the  garrifon.  He  poftcd  his  followers  however 
in  an  advantageous  fituation,  waiting  with  con- 
fiderable  anxiety  till  his  forces  fhould  be  in- 
creafcd,  and  an  opportunity  fhould  prefent  it* 
felf  of  commencing  hoflilities,  or  of  obtain- 
ing a  general  amnefty  for  himfelf  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

In  this  fituation  of  aflairs.  Major  Sihimer  led 
a  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  dragoons 
from  one  of  the  gates  i  while  lieutenant  Froide- 
ville,  at  the  head  of  fevenry  foot  and  twenty 
dragoons,  fallied  from  another.  The  Major, 
driving  the  befiegers  froni  a  height  which  com- 
manded the  town,  continued  bis  march  with  an 
intent  of  attacking  him  in  front ;  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  cannon-ihot,  reconnoitred  eight 
liundrcd  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, but  without  artillery,  llie  infurgents  no 
fooncr  obferved  the  cannon  planted  againft  them, 
and  perceived  that  the  commander  was  an  officer 
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of  Berne,  than  they  dirpatcfaed  repeated  meflen- 
gers  to  a£ure  him  that  they  had  no  hoftile  in- 
tentions ;  that  they  were  only  coUe£bed  to  pe- 
tition for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ;  and  entreated 
him  to  fpare  the  effu(ioi|(  of  blood.  Having  re- 
ceived an  anfwer,  that  he  would  undertake  to  in- 
tercede in  their  behalf,  if  they  woufd  inftantly  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  deliver  up  Chenaux  ;  they 
agreed  to  the  firft  point,  but  refufed  the  fecond. 
The  major  continued' to  enforce  his  demand,  and 
gained  time,  until  lieutenant  Froideville  appear- 
ed unexpededly  in  their  rear.  The  two  com^ 
manders  repeating  their  promifes,  that  their  juft 
remonftrances  (hould  not  be  neglected,  the  whole 
troop  fiirrendered  tbemfelves  prifoners.  Four  of 
the  principal  ringleaders  being  fecured,  the  re- 
mainder, having  delivered  in  their  names  and 
places  of  abode,  were  permitted  to  retire  without 
moleftation. 

Chenaux,  either  finding  it  impoflible  to  excite 
his  followers  to  fuftain  the  attack,  or  being  de^ 
ficient  in  perfonal  courage,  was  among  the  firft 
who  betook  himfclf  to  flight.  Wandering  froitx 
village  to  village,  he  was,  about  midnight,  ob- 
ferved  near  Pofieux  by  Henry  Roffier,  one  of 
his  principal  accomplices.  Roflier,  willing  to 
fave  his  own  life  by  betraying  his  leader,  fciz- 
cd  Jiim  by  the  collar,  reproached  him  for  hav- 
ing reduced  the  people  into  rebellion,  and  for 
his  cowardice  in  forfaking  them  *,  and  then,  with 
the  adiftance  of  Chavaillat  and  Python,  two 
other  infurgents,  took  from  him  a  double-bar- 
reled piftol,  and  was  conducing  him  to  Fri- 
burgh.      Chenaux,    however,    fuddenly    difeur 
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gaging  kimrdfy  drew  oat  a  kaife,  and,  wovnd- 
ing  Koilier  in  Deveral  places,  endeavour^  to 
efcape  towards  Pofieux.  But  Cbavaillat  p^rfuuig 
him,  and  Roflier  fnatcbing  a  muiket  from  one  ^ 
his  followers,  foon  overtook  bim»  and  funimoq* 
ed  him  to  furrender  under  pain  of  inftant  de^tb. 
Cbenauz,  finding  no  hope;  of  efcapipg>  ;md  d^* 
riving  courage  from  defpair,  attacked  Ro$er 
with  fuch  inconfiderate  fury,  that  he  received 
the  afiailant's  bayonet  in  his  breail,  and  expired 
on  the  fpot. 

The  death  of  the  leader,  the  voluntary  fur* 
4render  of  his  principal  aflbciates,  and  the  flight 
of  Caftellaz,  put  an  end  to  this  ill-concerted  en* 
terprife.  Six  hundred  infurgents,  the  only  re« 
mains  of  the  rebels,  were  on  the  next  morning 
obferved  hovering  about  the  cajMtal »  but  learn* 
ing  the  fate  of  (heir  leader,  and  the  furrender  of 
the  other  troops,  and  being  attacked  by  ^ 
corps  of  grenadiers,  they  difperfed  without  re- 
finance. 

But  although  the  infurredHon  was  thus  fup- 
preffed,  and  all  parties  had  concurred  in  chaftif- 
ing  rebellion  i  yet  the  fpirit  of  difcontent  had 
fpread  itfelf  with  too  great  violence  and  rapidity 
among  all  ranks  of  men,  not  to  convince  the 
rulers  of  the  ilate,  that  the  feeds  of  the  revolt 
lay  deeper  than  appearances  feemed  to  fuggeft. 
for  it  was  obvious,  that  the  petty  vexations  of 
baitifs,  the  abolition  of  unneceflary  fafts  and  fef- 
tivals,  and  the  feeming  violation  of  a  few  triding 
immunities,  however  exaggerated  by  the  artificer 
of  the  molt  defigning  leaders,  could  never  have 
been  fufficiently  powerful  to  excite  the  people  of 
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Gruyeres  to  the  dcfpcrate  cStlfcmity  of  taking 
arms  againft  their  lawful  foverelgns  ;  if  govern- 
ment had  not  been  extremely  unpopular;    if 
fereral  grievances  of  an  cppreflive  nature  had  v 
not   required  to  be  redreifed;    feveral  odious 
reftri£tion€  to  be  removed ;  and  feveral  defers 
in  the  conftitution  to  be  reiiledied.    Influenced 
by  thefe  confiderations,  gdvernment,  in  a  ma- 
nifefto  ifiued  on  the  i  ith  of  May,  after  granting 
a  general  amnefty  to  all  the  infurgents,  except- 
ing a  few  of  the  ringleaders^  found  it  neceffary 
to  invite  the  fubjeds  of  all  ranks  and  denomi- 
nations to  prefent  remonftrances,  to  make  re-- 
prefentations,  and  to  petition  againft  grievances. 
About    the    fame    time   the  three   cantons  of 
Berne,  Lucerne,    arid    Solcure   difpatched    de- 
puties to  Friburgh,  offi^ting  their  mediation  to- 
wards   compofing   the    diflentions    of  the  xc^ 
public. 

In  confequence  of  this  manifefto,  many  peti.- 
tions  and  remonftrances  were  prefcntcd  to  the 
great  council,  either  claiming  the  renewal  of  ob- 
folete  rights,  the  removal  of  certain  rellriftions, 
or  the  abdition  of  various  taxes ;  demanding 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  an  amendment  of  the 
conftitution  \  or  complaining  of  an  infringement 
of  popular  franchifes.     As  it  would  be  needlefs 
to   mention  all  the   complaints    and    plans    of 
amendment  which  were  diQated  by  the  fpirit 
of  party  and  frenzy  of  innovation,  I  fliall  con- 
fine   myfeff  to   thfce  principal    points   of   dif- 
pute,  which  occafioncd  the  moft  violent  alter- 
cations ;  and  which  would  never  have  been  com- 
promifed,  if  the  three  mediating  cantons  had  not 
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powerfully  and  cffcfiually  interfered:  i.  The 
difqualification  of  the  nobility  from  the  office  of 
bannerets  and  fecrets ;  a.  The  exorbitant  pre- 
rogatives  and  influence  of  the  /ecret  chamber ; 
and  3.  The  cxclufive  privileges  of  the  fecrei 
burghers. 

1.  With  refped  to  the  firft  point  in  agitation, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  exclufion  of  the 
noble  families  from  the  charge  of  bannerets  and 
of  fecrets  appeared  fufHciently  reafonable,  as  long 
as  the  government  was  democratical,  and  the 
bannerets  were,  according  to  the  antient  char- 
ters, chofen  from  the  people ;  and  of  courfe 
when  neither  they,  nor  their  coadjutors,  the 
frrrcfsy  could  be  taken  from  the  nobility.  But 
when  the  government  was  changed  from  a  de- 
mocracy to  an  ariftocracy,  and  the  municipal  ad- 
minidration  no  longer  fubfifted  ^  and  particular* 
)y  when  the  troubles  excited  by  the  bannerets, 
in  1553,  obliged  the  Council  of  two  hundred  to 
transfer  from  the  people  to  themfelves  the  right 
of  appointing  thofe  magiftrates ;  the  difqualifi- 
cation of  the  nobility,  which  was  founded  in 
democratical  jealoufy,  ought  to  have  no  longer 
fubfifted.  Their  reraonftranccs  were  therefore 
jufl,  and  would  have  been  ftill  more  reafonable, 
if  the  troubles  of  the  republic  had  not  rendered 
them  dangerous. 

2.  As  to  the  ftcond  point  in  queftion :  theex- 
tcnfive  power  and  extraordinary  influence  of  the 
fccrct  chamber^  could  not  fail  to  create  jcaloufies 
and  difcontents  among  all  ranks  of  men.  For, 
on  confidering  the  detail  of  their  prerogatives, 
as  laid  do^%n  in  the  preceding  letter,  it  mud 
appear,  that  although  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee 
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mittec  enjoyed  no  pofitlve  authority  in  enading 
or  annulling  laws  ;  yet  by  being  the  depofitaries 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  ultimate  framers 
of  all  decrees  ;  by  having  the  fole  riglit  of  pro* 
pofing,  and  a  negative  on  all  the  refolutions 
of  the  great  council,  no  motion  could  pafs 
without  their  concurrence.  It  is  alfo  no  leCi 
obvious,  that  the  power  of  making  regulations 
for  the  interior  adminiftration  of  their  own  af- 
fairs, myfterioufly  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  Sovereign  Council,  might  give  rife  to 
dangerous  abufes  j  that  the  members  of  the 
chamber  eventually  enjoyed,  by  the  power  of 
excluding  from  all  charges,  that  of  nomination ; 
that  by  appointing  to  the  vacancies  in  their  own 
body  it  was  to  be  feared,  what  in  cffcGt  happen- 
ed, that  an  admiflion  into  the  fecret  chamber 
would  be  chiefly  confined  to  a  few  families  ;  that» 
as  they  ^lled  up  all  the  eleSions  in  the  Council 
of  two  Hundred,  thefe  cledions  would  depend 
entirely  upon  a  few  pcrfons  who  poflcffed  the 
grcatcu  credit ;  and  that  thus  the  government 
would  gradually  but  neceflfarily  tend  to  a  narrow. 
er  oligarchy. 

3.  The  third  point  in  debate,  namely,  the  ex* 
clufive  privileges  of  the  fecret  burghers,'  opened  a 
much  larger  and  more  dangerous  field  of  con- 
tention. The  demand  of  the  other  burghers 
that,  according  to  the  anticnt  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  right  of  being  defied  into  the  Great 
Council  and  confequently  a  (hare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration of  affairs,  inllead  of  being  exclu- 
lively  confined  to  the  fecret  burghers,  fhould  be 
alfo  extehdedto  them  ;  feemed  to  militate  againft 
(he  fundamental  laws  of  the  republic,  and  to  in- 
volve 


538  LETTER        53. 

volve  z  total  change  ia  the  very  cflence  of  the 
conftitution. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  year  was  employed 
in  agitating  thefe  points  of  difpute  ;  which  gave 
rife  to  many  political  and  hiflorical  difculfions, 
and  occafioned  feveral  curious  refearches  into 
the  origin  of  the  fecret  chamber^  and  the  rife  of 
the  diftin&ion  between  the  fecret  and  other 
burghers. 

For  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  thefe  quef- 
tioris,  the  popular  party  demanded  accefs  to  the 
archives  ;  but  met  with  delays  and  refiifals  on 
the  part  of  government ;  which  conftdcred  fuch 
an  inquiry  as  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  caU 
cutated  to  introduce  ta£tious  innovations  in  the 
ftatc, 

Exafperated  by  repeated  refufals,  the  populace 
began  to  (hew  figns  of  difcontent,  and  to  aflem- 
ble  in  great  crouds  at  the  place  where  Ghenaux 
was  put  to  death ;  they  marched  in  folemn  pro- 
ceffion,  bearing  croiTcs  and  colours,  and  chaunt- 
ing  hymns  and  requiems  in  honour  of  this  martyr 
(as  they  called  him)  to  the  religion  and  liberties 
of  his  country.  Thefe  tumultuous  meetings 
would  probably  have  ended  in  another  infurrec- 
tion,  if  the  bifliop  of  Laufanne  had  not  forbidden 
them,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  To- 
wards the  conclufion  of  the  year,  the  deputies 
from  Berne,  Lucerne,  and  Soleure,  arrived  at 
Friburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  compofmg  the  dif- 
ferences fubfifting  in  the  capital.  Thefe  depu- 
ties, in  order  to  conciliate  the  burghers,  who 
vere  no  lefs  violent  in  favour  of  the  nobles  than 
in  extending  their  own  immunities,  prevailed 
upon  adminiftration  to  repeal  the  difabling  claufc. 

With 
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With  refpe^,  bawever^  to  the  other  fubjc£ls 
of  controverfy  ;  as  they  ccmceived  it  dangerous 
to  eotruft  the  kadors  of  a  heated  populace  whh 
the  records  pf  government,  vhich  might  be 
attended  with  projects  of  endlefs  innovation ; 
they  propofed,  that  the  Great  Council  Oiould 
order  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  declaration  fee- 
ting  forth  the  privileges  and  franchifes  of  the 
burghers ;  ^nd  that  for  the  future  this  declara- 
tion  ihould  be  confidered  as  a  fundamental 
code« 

But  although  ihefe  eflential  points  were  ob<- 
tained,  yet  fo  many  fubjeds  of  altercation  ftiil 
remained,  that  for  fome  time  all  further  plans 
towards  finally  compofrng  the  differences  were 
firuitlfifs.  The  deputies  repaired  to  Morat^  where 
they  were  employed,  from  the  a5th  of  April  1782 
to  the  a5th  of  July,  iii  hearing  appeals,  revifmg 
and  confidering  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  and 
confulting  on  the  heft  methods  to  conciliate  the 
two  parties* 

So  greatly  however  were  the  burghers  diffatif- 
fied  with  the  chiefs  of  the  ariftocracy,  that  they 
formed  a  refolution  to  refufe  taking  the  annual 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Great  Council ;  nor 
were  they  without  great  difficulty  prevailed  up- 
on, by  the  three  deputies  in  perfon  (who  repaired 
to  Friburgh  for  that  purpofe)  to  perform  the 
ufual  homage.  Difplcafed,  nevcrrhclcfs,  with 
the  deputies  themfeives,  and  conHdering  tliem 
as  too  partial  to  adminidration,  they  delivered  a 
memorial;  in  which,  after  reprefenting  their 
grievances,  they  threatened  to  appeal  to  the 
general  diet  of  the  thirteen  cantons  aflembled  at 
Frauenf^eld. 

A  meafure 
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A  meafure  of  fo  alarming  a  natare,  tended  to 
produce  a  very  material  change  in  the  principles 
of  the  Helvetic  Union ;  and  was  accordingly  re- 
probated in  the  ftrongeft  manner  by  the  mem- 
bers of  that  confederacy.  For  it  was  urged 
(and  with  great  reafon)  that  by  introducing  an 
innovation  of  fuch  public  notoriety^  the  difputes 
between  the  refpedive  goveoiments  and  their 
fubjefts  would  be  liable  to  become  more  nu- 
merous and  dangerous;  and  that  in  the  end 
each  canton  would  fall  under  the  guardianfliip 
of  the  remainder.  On  the  other  hand,  what 
rendered  the  prefent  crifis  of  affairs  ftill  more 
alarming  was,  that  the  court  of  France,  confulred 
by  feverat  leading  members  in  adminiftration, 
had  offered  her  good  offices  towards  compofing 
the  diiTentions.  And  although  the  three  can- 
tons had,  with  confiftent  dignity,  declared 
againft  the  intervention  of  anv  foreign  power, 
and  that  Friburgh,  on  acceptmg  fuch  a  media- 
tion, fhould  be  excluded  from  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy i  yet  it  was  to  be  a{^rehended,  that 
on  an  incrcafe  of  the  troubles,  the  French  would 
find  fome  pretext  to  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  Friburgh,  as  they  were  a&ually  engaged  in 
thofe  of  Geneva :  and  ^^  woe  upon  that  repub- 
lic,*' faid  the  aflfertors  of  Swifs  independence, 
*^  in  whofe  iiiternal  politics  foreign  powers  in- 
terpofc.** 

Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  three 
mediating  cantons,  anxious  to  bring  matters  to 
a  Ipeedy  conclufion,  prevailed  upon  the  ruling 
party  to  confent  to  feveral  alterations  in  the  con- 
ftitution.  '  At  length,  after  various  delays,  dif- 
putc^s,  and  conferences,  the  deputies  publifhcd, 
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on  the  19th  of  June,  a  manifefto,  declaring,  that 
on  an  impartial  and  diligent  review   of  the  va- 
rious memorials  and  manifeftos  on   both  /ides, 
the  aflertions  of  the  burghers  were  groundlefs, 
and  their  demands   unconftitutional ;    that  the 
prcfcnt  form  of  government  had  fubfiftcd  above 
two  hundred  years  ;  and  that  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity refided  in  the  members  of  the  Great  Coun- 
cil.   To  this  declaration  they  added,  that  the 
three  cantons  would  defend  and  protcd  the  ex- 
ifting  form  of  government,    and  would  never 
permit  an  appeal  relating    to  the  amendment 
or  akeration  of  the  conititution,  to  any  other 
power  than  the  fupreme  council  of  the  republic, 
that  tribunal  being  alone  competent  to  fuch  quef- 
tions. 

At  the  fame  timd  they  recommended  to  the 
government  a  repeal  of  the  difabling  claufe,  whicli 
excluded  the  nobility  from  the  ofEce  of  banneret 
or  fecref ;  to  admit  fome  new  families  into  the 
fecret  burghcrlhip  ;  to  hear  and  redrefs  any  re- 
maining grievances ;  and  to  correct  any  defcfts 
in  the  conftitution. 

This  declaration,  being  accepted  by  govern- 
rnent)  was  read,  on  the  28th  of  July,  to  the 
burghers  afTembled  in  their  rcfpedive  tribes  ;  but 
feveral  among  them  protefting  formally  againft 
it,  the  three  principal  ringleaders  of  this 
oppoiition  were  banifhed,  their  protefts  difre- 
garded,  and  tranquillity  was  reftored  to  the  re- 
public. 

Soon  after  this  final  pacification,  the  Great 
Council  pafled  feveral  a£ts  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  removed  fome  burdens  and  ufages 
which  had  been  the  object  of  general  complaint, 

and 
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and  amended  the  conftitutiozi  ia  the  following 
points. 

1.  A  perfe£l  equality  is  eftablifiied  between 
the  fecret  burghers ;  the  antient  nobles  are  no 
longer  difqualified  from  holding  the  office  of  ban- 
nerets crfecretSy  but  do  not  enjoy  any  precedence 
in  confequence  of  their  titles,  which  in  all  ads 
and  deeds  within  the  canton  of  Friburgh  are 
omitted.  In  return,  all  the  fecrei  burghers  are 
without  diflindion  of  perfons,  elteemed  equally 
noble. 

a.  Sixteen  new  families  have  been  admitted 
into  xh^fecret  burgherlhip,  which  addition  nearly 
completes  the  number  of  a  hundred  families ; 
and  it  is  further  ena&ed,  that  on  the  extindion 
of  any  three  families,  an  equal  number  of  fami- 
lies (hall  be  eleded  without  delay.    . 

3.  llie  vacancies  in  the  fixty,  inftead  of  being 
indifcriminately  fupplied  from  the  members  of  the 
two  hundred  at  large,  are  now  filled  up  accord- 
ing to  feniority.  *^ 

J^.  But  the  great  and  principal  alteration  in  the 
form  of  government,  refpeds  the  new  conftitu- 
lion  of  ^cfecret  (bamber  \  which  is  changed  in 
the  foUoviring  important  points. 

I.  The  members  of  that  committee,  inftead 
of  being  nominated  by  a  majority  of  voices  in 
their  own  body,  are  now  taken  from  the  fixty, 
and  chofcn  by  blind  ballot  The  candidates  are 
no  longer  under  the  neccflity  of  being  prefcnted 
by  a  member  of  ihe/ecfet  chamber ;  but,  on  ad- 
dreffing  tbemfelves  to  their  banneret,  the  latter 
is  obliged  to  deliver  in  their  names  to  the  fecret 
chamber.  As  each  vacancy  is  fupplied  from  the 
particular  tribe  in  which  it  happens,  this  altera- 
tion 
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tion  mud  x^ce0arily  reduce  the  candidates  to 
three  or  four :  in  order,  alfo,  to  prevent  cabal 
or  corruption,  if  there  fiiall  be  only  one  candi- 
date, he^  is  not  necejTarily  elefted  ;  but  it  muft  be 
decided  by  lot,  whether  he  ihall  be  chofen  or  re- 
lifted  ;  and  in  cafe  there  ihould  be  a  majority  of 
ballots  for  the  negative,  he  muft  wait  till  the  fub- 
fequent  year,  belore  he  can  have  another  chance 
of  being  appointed.    Each  member,  on  his  elec- 
tion, ihall  pay  no  more  than  ^.  i.  lox.  to  each 
banneret  and  j^rr^ ;  and  the  money  (baU  be  de- 
livered to  the  fecretary,  and  by  him  be  equally 
diftributed.     2.  Neither  father  and  fon,  nor  two 
brothers,  nor  more  than  two  perfons  bearing  the 
fame  name,  ihall  be  admitted  at  the'  fame  time 
into  the  Jicret  chamber.     3.  The  members  (till 
retain  the  right  of  filling  up  all  the  vacancies  in 
the  Council  of  two  hundred,  with  the  ufual  pro- 
vifions,  that  the  candidates  fliall  be  twenty  years 
of  age  ;  and  that  the  promotion  ihall  take  place 
every  two  years.    It  is  further  decreed,  that,  on 
oath,  under  pain  of  deprivation,  no  more  than 
1 200  crowns  *  ihall  be  received  for  the  nomina- 
tion \  and  that  the.  faid  fum,  inftead  of  being 
folely  appropriated  to  the  perfon  who  is  to  ap- 
point, ihall  now  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary,  to 
be  by  him  equally  diftributed  among  the  four 
bannerets,  when  either  of  them  ihall  eled,  or 
among  the  members  of  the  fecret  chamber  be- 
longing to  the  tfibe  in  which  there  is  a  yacancy, 
when  the  turn  devolves   upon  either  of  them  f . 

It 

•  Of  25  bach  wch,  the  whole  fum  {^,  i^i.  iji.  \od, 
f  Bach  bannerec  to  nominate  the  firfl  vacancy  in  his  6wn 

tribe,  and  then  each  ficnt  by  rotation,  according  to  fcnioritr, 

in  his  particular  tribe. 


544  LETTER       si. 

It  13  moreover  added,  that  if  the  perfon  prefentcd 
by  a  banneret,  or  a  fecret^  (hall  be  rejcScd  by 
tixfo-thirdft  of  the  chamber,  another  may  be  prc- 
fented ;  but  if  the  fecond  is  rcjeded,  the  right  of 
prcfentation  (hail  be  transferred  to  the  banneret, 
or  fecrei^  next  in  rank  of  the  fame  tribe.  It  is  alfo 
ftipulated  on  oath,  that  all  promifes  of  exchang- 
ing prefentations,  or  iimilar  engagements,  (hall 
not  be  valid  for  the  future  j  thofc  only  excepted, 
which  are  now  abfolutely  fubdfting,  and  which 
concern  either  a  fon  of  the  contracting  party,  or 
a  perfon  whofe  name  is  fpeci(ied.  4.  The  power 
ot  excluding  perfons  from  the  principal  charges 
of  government,  is  (lill  referved  to  them ;  but 
they  are  exhorted  to  ufe  it  with  great  precaution 
and  care,  5.  The  interpo(ition  of  a  negative, 
exercifed  by  a  (ingle  banneret,  is  no  longer  fuf- 
ficient  to  rejcd  a  motion  in  the  great  council. 
The  oppofition,  in  order  to  render  it  valid,  muft 
now  be  founded  on  a  precife  law,  and  unani- 
moufly  approved  by  the  four  bannerets :  but  if 
one  (hall  diffent,  it  is  then  referred  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  two  hundred,  >^hich  (ball  decide,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds,  whether  the  negative  (hall 
be  confirmed  or  rejcSed.  6.  ITie  power  of  pro - 
pofing,  formerly  veiled  only  in  the  Jecret  chamber^ 
is  now  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Little 
Council  and  the  fixty  ;  and  the  mode  of  delibe- 
rating on  fuch  propofitions  and  motions,  is  at- 
tended with  forms  more  or  lefs  complicated,  as 
the  obje£t  is  more  or  lefs  important.  In  all  in- 
ftances  the  laws  are  prepared  and  finally  drawn 
up  by  the  fecret  chamber.  7.  The  fecrets  (hall 
take  an  oath  before  the  bannerets  as  delegates  of 
the  Great  Council,  to  obey  all  the  ordinances  of 

that 
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that  affembly,  and  to  obferve  the  prefcnt  articles, 
\rithout  retrenching  or  adding  to  them.  And  it 
b  furtherordered,  that  no  alterations  fhallbe  made 
in  the  prefent  conflitution  of  xhtfecret  chamber ^ 
unlefs  approved  by  three-fourths  of  their  own 
body)  and  by  two-thirds  of  the  Great  Council. 


Vol.  L  N  n  LETTER 
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LETTER      S4- 


Cbee/e  of  Gruyeres^^HermHage  near  Friburgbi 


JL  H  E  Canton  of  Friburgh  contains  a  fmall 
portion  of  arable  land,  but  abounds  in  paftures ; 
and,  accordingly,  its  principal  articles  of  expor- 
tation coniift  in  horned  cattle,  cheefe,  butter, 
and  hides. 

The  cheefe,  well  known  under  the  name  of 
Gruyeres,  which  is  exported  in  fuch  large  quan- 
tities, is  made  in  a  chain  of  mountains  about  tea 

leagues 
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leagues  in  length  and  four  in  breadth,  extending 
from  the  bailUage  of  Schwartzenburgh,  to  the 
diftriSs  of  Vcvay  and  Aigle  in  the  canton  of 
Berne,  All  the  checfes,  though  made  in  the 
fame  manner,  are  not  of  the  the  fame  quali- 
ty; a  difference  probably  arifing  from  the 
diverfity  of  the  foil,  the  fame  plants  not  grow- 
ing  at  all  heights  \  and  the  lower  paftures, 
called  gitcf^  being  not  in  fuch  high  eftimation  for 
their  goodncfs  as  thofc  in  the  moft  elevated  fitu- 
ations. 

The  whole  diftrift  is  divided  into  greater  or 
leffer  farms,  which  the  proprietors  let  out  in 
leaTes  of  thr^e  or  fix  years,  at  the  annual  rate 
of  16/.  to  ;^,  !•  10/,.  during  five  months  for  each 
cow,  according  to  the  nature  or  elevation  of  the 
ground :  the  Ipwor  paftures,  though  not  of  the 
beft  quality,  are  the  dearcft,  .  becaufe  being 
fooifcr  free  from  the  fnow,  and  later  covered  with 
it,  they  affprd  food  to  the  cajtlc  for  a  longer 
fpace. 

Each  farmer,  having  rented  a  mountain, 
hires  from  the  different  peafants  in  the  can-* 
ton  from  forty  to  fixty  cows,  from  the  15th 
of  May  to  the  8th  of  Ofitober:  be  pays  at 
the  rate  of  from  j^..  i»  6s.  to  J^.  i.  ijj.  6d. 
per  head;  and  eagh  cow  upon  an  average 
yields  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  quarts 
of  milk  per  day,  and  fupplies  two  hundred 
pounds  *  of  chcefc  during  the  five  months.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  OSobcr  the  farmer  reftorcs 
the  cows  to  the  different  proprietors.  The  cat- 
N  n  a  tic 


Each  pound  contains  fevenreen  ounces  and  a  fraction. 
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tie  are  then  paftured  in  the  meadows  which 
have  been  twice  moved,  until  the  loth  or 
11th  of  November,  when,  on  account  of  the 
fnow,  they  are  ufually  remowed  to  the  fta* 
bles,  and  fed  during  winter  on  hay  and  after- 
graf$. 

Aft  the  mountains  in  the  canton  of  Fribur^ 
afford  pafture  for  at  leaft  15,000  cow$,  it 
may  be  cftimated  that  thev  annually  fupply 
about  30,000  hundred  wcignt  of  cheefe  fit  for 
exportation  ;  befide  2,000  or  3,000  on  their 
return  from  the  mountains,  exclufivc  of  a 
thinner  fort,  which  is  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  canton.  The  cheefes  fit  for  exportation 
weigh  from  forty  to  fixty  pounds  each,  and  are 
fold  from  jf,  1.  \p.  to  ^.  2.  per  hundred 
irei^ht.  Befide  the  cows  which  are  paftured 
during  fummer  in  the  mountains,  the  canton 
contams  about  12,000  belonging  to  the  feve- 
ral  landholders^  which  fupply  their  families  with 
milk. 

The  buildings  neceflary  for  making  the 
cheefes  confift  of  a  chalet  or  cottage,  which 
contains  a  room  with  a  furnace  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  boiling  the  milk,  a  cellar  where  the 
milk  is  preferved,  and  a  ftable  for  fixty  or 
fcventy  cows ;  near  it  is  a  kind  of  dairy-room, 
kept  ih  an  equal  degree  of  temperature,  where 
the  cheefes  are  every  day  turned  and  fail- 
ed. The  thicknefs  of  the  vat,  in  which  each 
chcefc  is  paffed,  is  about  four  inches.  The 
cnfks  for  exportation  contain  ten  cheefes,  ex- 
cepting tbofe  deftined  for  Italy,  which  hold 
only  three,    in  order  to  be  conveyed  by  mules 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The  cheefcs 
well  packed  up  bear  the  tranfpdrt  into  the 
moft  diftant  countries ;  they  ought  to  be 
kept  in  a  damp  place,  and  frequently  waihed 
with  white  wine,  tor  the  purpofe  of  preferving 
them  from  infjp&s^  When  the  cows  return 
from  the  mountains,  a  fpecies  of  cream  checfc 
is  .made  in  autumn,  and  even  in  winter; 
it  is  much  eftepmed,  and  is  dearer  than  that  of 
Gruyeres. 

Tne  greateft  part  of  the  fait  ufed  pn  thefe 
occafions  is  drawn  from  Franche  Comt6,  9 
fmall  quantity  from  Lorraine  and  Bavaria, 
but  its  quality  is  much  ii^ferior.  The  con- 
fumption  of  the  whole  cantoOi  for  all  pur- ' 
poles,  is  at  leaft  20,000  hundred  weight, 
of  which  15,000  are  drawn  from  Franche 
Comtd 

A  great  number  of  mares,  foals,  and  homed 
cattle,  are  annually  raifed  in  the  canton:  the 
oxen  of  three  or  four  years  old  are  fold  in  the 
canton  of  Berne,  in  the  country  of  Neuchatel, 
and  in  Franche  Comte.  Upon  an  average  it 
may  be  eftimated  Ihat  the  canton  of  Friburgh 
annually  fupplies  pafture  for  37,000  cows  and 
oxen. 

In  our  route  to  Berne,  we  made  a  fmall 
circuit  to  the  village  of  Neuneck,  in  order 
to  fee  an  hermitage,  that  lies  about  a  league 
from  Friburgh ;  and  which  has  been  highly 
extolled  by  travellers  on.  account  of  its  frngu^* 
larity.  It  is  formed  in  the  folid  rock;  and 
the  chief  curioHty  confifts  in  its  having  been 
the  work    of   two   men :    as   fvich,    it   is    an 

aftonifliing 
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aftonKbing  performance,  but,  in  any  other 
rcfpe&,  is  fcarcely  vorth  vifiting.  In  the 
laft  century  a  hermit  fcooped  out  a  hollow  in  this 
rock,  juft  fuflicient  to  lie  at  his  fiiU  length  :  but 
his  fucceifor  defiring  a  more  commodious  man* 
fion,  hewed,  in  the  heart  of  the  mountain,  a 
chapel,  feveral  apartments,  and  ftair-cafes.  1'he 
length />f  the  wnole  is  above  four  hundred  feet. 
One  room  is  ninety  feet  long,  and  twenty  broad ; 
the'  fteeple  of  the  diapel,  if  it  may  be'  fo  called^ 
is.  eighty  feet  high,  and  the  chimney  of  the  kit- 
chen  ninety. 

The  hermit  who  perforated  this  dwelling  in  the 
rock,  was  near  thirty  years  engaged  in  the.work. 
What  a  wade  of  time  and  induftry  !  But  fuch  Is 
the  folly  of  fequeftcred  fuperftition,  that,  for 
want  of  better  occupations,  it  frequently  has  rc- 
courfe  to  laborious  trifles.  The  fituation  of  this 
hermitage  is  beautiful:  the  rock  in  which  it  is 
cut,  hangs  over  the  river  Sane,  which  meander- 
ing through  two  chains  of  hills  covered  uith 
"wood,  fills  ail  the  valley  beneath.  The  prefent 
hermit  is  a  German  i  and  with  him  lives  an  old 
foldicr. 

From  this  hermitage  to  Neuneck  (at  which 
place  the  canton  of  Berne  commences)  the  coun- 
try is  rich,  and  finely  wooded }  on  our  right  we 
had  a  dill  ant  but  fublime  view  of  the  moft  rugged 
rocks,  the  fnowy  alps  rifiag  above  them  and 
clofing  the  profpeft.  The  fun  was  now  declin- 
ing :  the  various  tints  of  the  evening— the  purple 
gleam  upon  the  naked  rocks— and  the  rays  of  the 
letting- fun  upon  the  glaciers,  which  fecmed  to 
glow  almoft  into  tranfparency— caft  fuch  a  beau- 
tiful radiance  over  this   magnificent  fcene,   as 

even 
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even  the  luminous  pencil  of  •ApcUes  himfelf,  who 
is  faid  to  have  painted  ^^  qua  pingi  hori  poffimU 
"  fi^lgtira  &  fulgetra  *,'*  would  in  vain  have  at- 
tempted to  imitate. 

I  am,   Ucj 

•  Vid.  Plin.  H.  N.   lib.   35.  c.    10. 
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EXTRACT   from  Saxo  Gr;ammaticus, 
referred  to  p.  a4o^« 


NE  C  filenrio  implicandumj  quod  fequitur. 
Toko  quidam  aliquamdiu  regis  (i.  e. 
Haraldi  Blaatand)  ftipendia  meritus  officiis  qui- 
bu8  commilitones  fuperabat  complures  virtutum 
fuarum  hoftes  effecerat.  Hie  forte  fermone  in- 
ter convivas  temulentius  habito  tarn  copiofo  fe 
fagittandi  ufu  callere  ja&itabat,  ut  pomum  quan- 
tumcunque  exiguum  bacuto  e  diftanti^  fuper- 
pofitum,  primi  fpiculi  diredione  feiiret.  Quas 
vox  primum  obtre£tantiuin  auribus  excepta  re- 
gis etiam  auditum  attigit.  Sed  mox  principis 
improbitas  patris  fiduciam  ad  filii  periculum 
tranftulit,  dulcifOmum  vitse  ejus  pignus  bacuU 
loco  ftatui  imperans.  Cui  nifi  promiffionis  auc- 
tor  primo  fagittae  conatu  pomum  impofitum  ex- 
cuffiifet,  proprio  capite  inanis  ja&antias  poenas 

iueret. 
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EXTRACT   from  Saxo  Grammaticws, 
referred  to  p.  34o'» 


NEC  filenrio  implicandum,  quod  fequitur. 
Toko  quidam  aliquamdiu  regis  (i.  e. 
Haraldi  Blaatand)  ftipendia  meritus  offidis  qui- 
bus  commilitoncs  fuperabat  complures  virtutum 
fuarum  hoftes  cffecerat.  Hic  forte  fermonc  in- 
tcr  convivas  tcmulentius  habito  tam  copiofo  fe 
fagittandiufu  callerc  jaftitabat,  utpomumquan- 
tumcunque  cxiguum  bacuto  c  diftantia  fuper- 
pofitum,  prima  fpicuh  diredione  fcnrct.  quae 
vox  primum  obtreftantium  aunbus  cxcepta  re- 
gis etiam  auditum  attigit.  Sed  mox  principis 
improbitas  patris  fiduciam  ad  filii  penculum 
tranftulit,  dulciflimum  vitae  ejus  pignus  bacuU 
'  loco  ftatui  imperans.  Cui  nifi  promiffionis  auc- 
tor  primo  fagittse  conatu  pomum  impofitum  ex- 
cuffiflct,  proprio  capitc  inanis  jaaantie  panas 

lueret. 
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It  is  moreover  added^  that  if  the  perfon  prefentcd 
by  a  banneret,  or  a  fecret^  fhall  be  reje£ted  by 
two-thirds  of  the  chamber,  another  may  be  pre- 
iented ;  but  if  the  fecond  is  rejeded,  the  right  of 
prefentation  fhall  be  transferred  to  the  banneret, 
orfecrei^  next  in  rank  of  the  fame  tribe.  It  is  alfo 
ftipulated  on  oath,  that  all  promifes  of  exchang- 
ing prefentations,  or  iimilar  engagements,  fhall 
not  be  valid  for  the  future ;  thofe  only  excepted, 
which  are  now  abfolutely  fubfifting,  and  which 
concern  either  a  fon  of  the  contraftiug  party,  or 
a  perfon  whofe  name  is  fpecified.    4.  The  power 
of  excluding  perfons  from  the  principal  charges 
of  government,   is  flill  rcferved  to  them ;  but 
they  are  exhorted  to  ufe  it  with  great  precaution 
and  care.      5.  The  interpofition  of  a  negative, 
cxercifed  by  a  fmgle  banneret,  is  no  longer  fuf- 
ficient  to  rejed  a  motion  in  the  great  council. 
The  oppofition,  in  order  to  render  it  valid,  muft 
now  be  founded  on  a  precife  law,  and  unani- 
moufly  approved  by  the  four  bannerets  :    but  if 
one  fhall  diffent,  it  is  then  referred  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  two  hundred,  which  fhall  decide,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds,  whether  the  negative  (hall 
be  confirmed  or  rejcfted.    6.  The  power  of  pro  • 
pofing,  formerly  veiled  only  in  the  Jecret  chamber^ 
is  now  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Little 
Council  and  the  fixty  ;  and  the  mode  of  delibe- 
rating on  fuch  propofitions  and  motions,  is   at- 
tended with  forms  more  or  lefs  complicated,  as 
the  obje£t  is  more  or  lefs  important.     In  all  in- 
ftances  the  laws  are  prepared  and  finally  drawn 
up  by  the  fecret  chamber.     7.  The  fecrets  (hail 
take  an  oath  before  the  bannerets  as  delegates  of 
the  Great  Council,  to  obey  all  the  ordinances  of 

that 
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that  affembly,  and  to  obferve  the  prefent  articles, 
vdthout  retrenching  or  adding  to  them.  And  it 
is  furtherordered,  that  no  alterations  (hallbe  made 
in  the  prefent  conftitution  of  thcfecret  chamber ^ 
nnlefs  approved  by  three-fourths  of  their  own 
bodj)  and  by  two-thirds  of  the  Great  Council. 
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Cbeefe  of  Gruyeres^Hermiiage  near  Fribn^- 


The  Ctoton  of  FriburgU  contains  a fiwU 
portion  of  arable  land,  but  abounds  inpaft^'^*** 
and,  accordingly,  its  principal  articles  of  c^^' 
tation  confift  in  horned  cattle,  chcefe,  b^^*^'^' 
and  hides.  *  '         r 

The  chcefe,  well  known  under  the  ti^^^  ^ 
Gruyercs,  which  is  exported  in  fuch  large  Ol^^' 

tities,  is  made  in  a  chain  of  mountains  aboii^  tea 

leagues 


Friburgb*  547 

leagues  in  length  and  four  in  breadth,  extending 
from  the  bailujge  of  Schwartzcnburgh,  to  the 
diftrids  of  Vcvay  and  Aigle  in  the  canton  of 
Berne.  All  the  cheefes,  though  made  in  the 
fame  manner,  arc  not  of  the  the  fame  quali- 
ty ;  a  difference  probably  arifing  from  the 
diverfity  of  the  foil,  the  fame  plants  not  grow- 
ing  at  all  heights  \  and  the  lower  paftures, 
called  gites^  being  not  in  fuch  high  eftimation  for 
their  goodncfs  as  thofe  in  the  mod  elevated  fitu- 
ations. 

The  whole  diftri£t  is  divided  into  greater  or 
leiTer  farms,  which  the  proprietors  let  out  in 
leafes  of  thr^e  or  fix  years,  ai  the  annual  rate 
of  i,6j.  to  ^,  I.  loj..  during  five  months  for  each 
cow,  according  to  the  nature  or  elevation  of  the 
ground :  the  Ipwor  paftures,  though  not  of  the 
beft  quality,  are  the  dearcft,  .  becaufe  being 
fooifcr  free  from  the  fnow,  and  later  covered  with 
it,  they  afFprd  food  to  the  cattle  for  a  longer 
fpace. 

Each  farmer,  having  rented  a  mouniain, 
hires  from  the  different  peafants  in  the  can«> 
ton  from  forty  to  fixty  cows,  from  the  15th 
of  May  to  the  8th  of  Ofitober:  he  pays  at 
the  rate  of  from  £.,  i#  6s.  to  ^.  i.  ly.  6d* 
per  head ;  and  eagh  cow  upon  an  average 
yields  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  quarts 
of  milk  per  day,  and  fuppHes  two  hundred 
pounds  *  of  chcefe  during  the  five  months.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  O Sober  the  farmer  reftores 
the  cows  to  the  different  proprietors.  The  cat- 
N  n  a  tie 


Each  pound  contains  fevenceen  ounces  and  a  fra^ion. 
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tic  are  then  paftured  in  the  meadows  which 
have  been  twice  moved,  until  the  10th  or 
11th  of  November,  when,  on  account  of  the 
fnow,  they  are  ufually  remowed  to  the  fta- 
bles,  and  fed  during  winter  on  hay  and  after- 
grafs. 

As  the  mountains  in  the  canton  of  Friburgh 
afford  pafture  for  at  leaft  15,000  cows,  it 
may  be  eftimated  that  thev  annually  fupply 
about  30,000  hundred  weignt  of  cheefe  fit  for 
exportation  ;  befide  2,000  or  3,000  on  their 
return  from  the  mountains,  exclufivc  of  a 
thinner  fort,  which  is  made  In  various  parts 
of  the  canton.  The  cheefes  fit  for  exportation 
weigh  from  forty  to  fixty  pounds  each,  and  are 
fold  from  jf.  1.  171.  to  j^.  2.  per  hundred 
weight.  Befide  the  cows  which  are  paftured 
dunng  fummer  in  the  mountains,  the  canton 
contains  about  12,000  belonging  to  the  feve- 
ral  landholders,  which  fupply  their  families  with 
milk. 

The  buildings  neceffary  for  making  the . 
cheefirs  confift  of  a  chalet  or  cottage,  which 
contains  a  room  with  a  furnace  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  boiling  the  milk,  a  cellar  where  the 
milk  is  preferved,  and  a  ftable  for  (ixty  or 
feventy  cows ;  near  it  is  a  kind  of  dairy-room, 
kept  ih  an  equal  degree  of  temperature,  where 
the  cheefes  are  every  day  turned  and  fait- 
ed.  The  thickncfs  of  the  vat,  in  which  each 
chcefc  is  paffed,  is  about  four  inches.  The 
cnfks  for  exportation  contain  ten  cheefes,  ex- 
cepting tbofc  dedined  for  Italy,  which  hold 
only  three,    in  order  to  be  conveyed  by  mules 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The  cheercs 
well  packed  up  bear  the  tranfport  into  the 
mod  diftant  countries;  they  ought  to  be 
kept  in  a  damp  place,  and  frequently  waflied 
with  white  wine,  tor  the  purpofe  of  preferving 
them  from  infe^^Sp  When  the  cows  return 
from  the  mountains,  a  fpecies  of  cream  cheefe 
is  .made  in  autumn,  and  even  in  winter; 
it  is  much  eftepmed)  and  is  dearer  than  that  of 
Gruyeres. 

Tne  greateft  part  of  the  faljt  ufed  on  thcfe 
occaiions  is  drawn  from  Fraache  Comt6,  a 
fmall  quantity  from  Lorraine  and  Bavaria, 
but  its  quality  is  much  ii^erior^  The  con* 
fumption  of  the  whole  canton^  for  ail  pur* ' 
poies,  is  at  leaft  20,000  hundred  weight, 
of  which  15,000  are  drawn  froo^  Franche 
Gomte. 

A  great  pumber  of  mares,  fo^Is,  and  homed 
cattle^  are  annually  raifed  in  the  canton:  the 
oxen  of  three  or  four  years  old  are  fold  in  the 
canton  of  Berne,  in  the  country  of  Ncuchatel, 
and  in  Franche  Con^te.  Upon  ai^  average  il 
may  be  eftimated  Ihat  the  canton  of  Friburgh 
annually  fupplie$  pafture  for  37,000  cows  and 
oxen. 

In  our  route  to  Berne,  we  made  a  fmalt 
circuit  to  the  village  of  Ncuneck,  in  order 
to  fee  an  hermitage,  that  lies  about  a  league 
from  Friburgh ;  and  which  has  been  highly 
extolled  by  travellers  on  account  of  its  frngur 
larity.  It  is  formed  in  the  folid  rock;  and 
the  chief  curiofity  confifts  in  its  having  been 
the  work    of   two   men :    as   fucb,    it   is    an 

aftonilhing 


